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INTRODUCTION

The medium-term plan of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA) for the period 1992-1997 includes the following two objectives: (1) to undertake
an overall analysis of the impact of development trends in the ESCWA region in furthering
greater participation of the entire population in the development process and (2) to improve
the monitoring of social and human resource development, facilitating the integration of the
entire population with particular emphasis on the most vulnerable groups such as disabled
persons, women, youth, children, the elderly, the poor and the rural population in the
development process.' In order to meet these objectives, the social situation of the ESCWA
region is being monitored by the ESCWA secretariat through a regular review of continuously
updated social statistics and periodic surveys of the socio-economic landscape in the light of
emerging global and regional developments.

Based on statistical data sheets prepared by ESCWA and on other available data, the
present report focuses on the theme of integration of vulnerable groups into the development
process in the ESCWA region. The issue of the social integration of vulnerable groups is
important and timely as it constitutes one of the major agenda items of the forthcoming World
Summit for Social Development. Social integration aims at reviewing the changes in the
quality of life and the level of popular participation with special emphasis on vulnerable
groups, as well as analysing the general social transition affecting the quality of life of these
groups in the ESCWA region during the past few decades. The selected set of social
indicators will be of use to policy makers in the region for the formulation of appropriate
policies and innovative measures. Also, it will be useful to researchers and professionals for
exchange of information.

A. Methodology

The progress achieved in the social development and welfare field will be measured
in terms of the level of social integration of specific groups and the coverage of the basic
social needs of the entire population. Social indicators for measuring the level of social
integration include the following: demographic indicators; nutrition and health; literacy,
education and training; male-female gap; rural-urban gap; employment; and those related to
human development. These indicators were selected for their availability, and intensive
efforts have been made in order to illustrate throughout the analysis the social trends and

! These population groups are referred to as vulnerable since they are more prone to and
more adversely affected by negative impacts of social transition and economic constraints.
For instance, during a severe economic recession, women and youth are the first to become
unemployed in the labour market. Rural people do not benefit equally from social services
and profits extended by the State. Disabled citizens are the most marginalized in all societies.
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transformation in the ESCWA region. Two extra indicator clusters, namely those for
information diffusion and culture, and those related to peace, were included in the annex.
These are important indicators as they affect the quality of life of the entire population,
including specific groups either directly or indirectly. Information based on the available
literature and on informal opinions was used to supplement the empirical analysis.
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I. OVERALL POPULATION TRENDS AND POPULATION COMPOSITION

According to the data in World Population Prospects, the 1992 Revision,” the total
population of the ESCWA region in 1970 was 68 million; it was 90 million in 1980, and it
will be 141 million in 1995. The projections, size and distribution of the population for each
ESCWA country are available in table 1. The data in World Population Prospects, the 1992
Revision indicate that the average annual population growth rate at the regional level was
3.24 per cent for the period 1980-1985 and 2.97 per cent for the period 1985-1990. For the
period 1990-1995, it is estimated to be 2.70 per cent.

According to the figures in table 2, the annual population growth rate for the period
1990-1995 is estimated to be below 2.2 per cent in three countries (Egypt, Kuwait and
Lebanon) ——significantly lower than the above-mentioned ESCWA regional average. Five
countries are close to the average (Bahrain, Iraq, Palestine, Qatar, and the United Arab
Emirates) and five other countries will have annual population growth rates of more than 3.3
per cent (Jordan, Oman, Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen®)—significantly
higher than the average. The negative annual population growth rate for Kuwait (-5.8) during
this period reflects the effect of the return migration of non-national expatriate workers.

According to the data in table 2, the average total fertility rates for all the individual
reporting countries of the ESCWA region will drop significantly between 1980 and 1995,
although there was a significant increase during the preceding period (1950-1975). Fertility
rates in the ESCWA region today are still among the highest in the world, although they vary
widely from country to country, ranging from 3.1 births per woman in Lebanon to 7.2 in
Yemen for the period 1990-1995.

Life expectancy at birth increased by about 10 years (from 53.1 to 63.6) for the
ESCWA region between the two periods 1970-1975 and 1990-1995; however, it varies from
one country to another, ranging from 52.7 for Yemen to 74.7 for Kuwait during the period
1990-1995 (World Population Prospects, the 1992 Revision).

2 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.XIIL7.

3 On 22 May 1990, the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen and the Yemen Arab
Republic merged to form a single State and have subsequently been represented as one
member known as “Yemen”. However, as some of the statistics used in the present report
were compiled prior to the unification, data sometimes appear separately. All data reported
herein are based on the medium variant.
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As indicated in table 3, the infant mortality rates for all countries of the ESCWA
region dropped significantly during the period 1960-1990. For instance, in Oman it fell from
214 per 1,000 live births to only 37 and from 130 to 14 in Bahrain. In 1990, the infant
mortality rate was still above 50 per 1,000 births in four countries (Egypt, Iraq, Saudi Arabia,
and Yemen) while in four other countries of the region (Jordan, Lebanon, Oman, and the
Syrian Arab Republic), the rate varied between 30 and 50. The lowest rate (14) is found in
Bahrain and the highest rate (114) is found in Yemen.

Tables 1 and 2 indicate that the demographic stage of the countries of the ESCWA
region is transitional (except in Lebanon, where the population structure is in an advanced
stage), characterized by still-high levels of fertility and relatively low mortality, a combination
which is creating a very youthful indigenous population. Significant improvements made
between 1950 and 1980 in health conditions have raised the reproductive capacity of newly
married couples. As a result, actual fertility rates soared until 1975, while crude death rates
have sunk. The composition of the population in the ESCWA region is still dominated by
children and youth (approximately 55-65 per cent for individual countries of the region), thus
resulting in a very high actual economic dependency ratio. However, the figures in tables 1
and 2 point to a shift in the region’s population between 1975 and 1995, brought about by a
decline in the percentage of children (0-14 age group) and a significant increase in the
percentage of the working-age population (15-59 age group). For the same period, the
percentages of the elderly did not change and have remained very low in almost all countries,
except the United Arab Emirates where there is a slight increase. The percentages of youth
have also been very high (about 18-19 per cent) for all countries, and there has been no
significant change in the proportion of youth in the total population.

During the past few decades, there has been constant urban population growth in the
ESCWA region due to rural-urban migration and to natural population growth. Tables 4 and
5 indicate that in many individual ESCWA countries, there was an increase in the percentage
of population living in urban settlements between 1960 and 1991. In Egypt, for instance, the
proportion of the urban to the total population increased from 38 per cent in 1960 to 44 per
cent in 1986; thus, its urban population more than doubled during this period (see table 5).

In Saudi Arabia, the urban population proportion increased from 30 per cent to 77 per cent
during the period 1961-1991 (table 4). This rapid urban growth has created a soaring demand
for affordable shelter, infrastructure and services in urban centres in the ESCWA region.

R o e T 3 2 T
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II. VULNERABLE GROUPS

The International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development
Decade as well as that for the Fourth United Nations Decade called for the promotion of the
human and social dimension of development, the elimination of poverty, and a more
egalitarian distribution of the benefits of development. The importance of education was
stressed as it enhances the capacity of people to participate constructively in the development
process. The attainment of an improved level of health was emphasized as well since it is
a prerequisite for people to lead a socially and economically productive life. It was also
stressed that vulnerable groups such as children, youth, the elderly, the disabled, the rural
population, the poor and women be given special attention, and that their integration into
society be promoted. During the past few decades, educational expansion and improvement
of health conditions have been major areas of concern for social development in the ESCWA
region. Here, the progress achieved and problems encountered in the social dimension of
development in the ESCWA region will be measured in terms of the services and assistance
which vulnerable groups receive.

A. Children

As indicated in table 1, the ESCWA region is characterized by a large child
population, although the proportion of children® has been shrinking since 1975. In 1995, the
proportion of children will range from 28.9 per cent in the United Arab Emirates to 49.3 per
cent in Yemen. It is between 40 and 50 per cent in Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Oman, Palestine,
Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen, and between 30 and 40 per cent in
Bahrain, Egypt and Lebanon. According to the figures in World Population Prospects, the
1992 Revision, the equivalent ratio is 19.8 per cent for northern Europe and 16.8 per cent for
Japan for the same year.

The basic health conditions of children in the ESCWA region have continued to
improve during the last few decades. As indicated in table 3, mortality of children under five
in 1960 was over 200 per 1,000 births in all the countries of the ESCWA region except
Kuwait and Lebanon. This situation has improved significantly since then. The average rate
of reduction of under-five mortality during the period of 1980-1990 has been high in many
countries, (see table 3) such as Kuwait (5.8 per cent) and Oman (8.1 per cent). This means
that from 1960 to 1990, the under-five mortality rates in individual ESCWA countries
decreased by a factor of 3 to 10. For instance, in Bahrain, the under-five mortality rate

4 Children are defined as those between the ages of 0 and 14 years.
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decreased from 208 per 1,000 births in 1960 to only 17 in 1990. With the exception of
Yemen, the rate was below 100 in all the countries of the region in 1990. Similar trends are
found for the infant mortality rates. In 1990, only in two countries of the region (Yemen and
Saudi Arabia) was the rate still higher than the world average (63). In all the countries of
the region, however, there has been a significant improvement. Table 3 indicates that during
the period 1981-1990 good progress was achieved regarding immunization for pregnant
women and children in most countries of the ESCWA region.

However, universal immunization has not yet been fully achieved. A significant
difference exists among individual ESCWA countries. Table 3 also indicates that the rate of
immunization of pregnant women against tetanus during the period 1989-1990 ranged from
8 per cent (Yemen) to 97 per cent (Oman). Out of eight reporting countries, this rate was
between 60 and 70 per cent in three countries (Egypt, Iraq and Saudi Arabia) and between
20 and 30 per cent in two countries (Jordan and Kuwait). The child immunization rate
against polio was only 53 per cent in Yemen and 75 per cent in Iraq.

As table 3 also indicates, 53 per cent of children aged 0-4 in Yemen are moderately
or severely underweight, 13 per cent in Egypt and 6 per cent in Kuwait (where per capita
gross domestic product (GDP) was US$ 7,356.00 in 1990). In spite of improvement in the
basic health conditions of children, children continue to suffer from malnutrition in poor and
war-torn communities of the region. The impact of the Gulf crisis and the continuing
economic embargo further aggravated this condition in the affected countries. In Iraq, the
under-five mortality rate rose 380 per cent after the onset of the Gulf Crisis. Over 900,000
children, representing 29 per cent of all Iraqi children, were suffering from malnutrition
immediately after the crisis.’

By the 1960s, interest focused globally on the need to expand school enrolment, to
widen access to schools, and to increase their relevance in respect of the socio-economic
conditions in each country. During the 1970s, the view was generally accepted that formal
education up to a certain level should be provided for all, thereby strengthening the world-
wide drive to achieve mass education, particularly primary schooling and literacy for adults.
The International Development Strategies stressed among the main social objectives the
attainment of education for all and the development of human resources. There has also been
a trend towards seeing education as an essential human right.

5 "Health and Welfare in Iraq after the Gulf Crisis: An In-Depth Assessment” conducted
in October 1991 by the International Study Team funded by UNICEF and other private
foundations.

———: ™~ . 4 o O 5T o St
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Expansion of education has been a major achievement of social development in the
ESCWA region. Table 6 indicates that in 1990 the adult literacy rates in the ESCWA region
were over 50 per cent in all countries except Yemen and Egypt (39 per cent and 48 per cent,
respectively). Table 3 indicates the significant improvement in eradication of illiteracy during
the period 1970-1990 for both men and women. Female illiteracy rates in particular
decreased significantly during this period in all countries of the region. Expenditure on
education as a percentage of the gross national product (GNP) rose sharply between 1960 and
1988-1990 in all reporting countries of the region except Iraq (see table 3). As regards the
educational state of children, both table 3 and table 7 indicate that primary school enrolment
rates (gross rates) have significantly increased in all ESCWA countries during the past few
decades. Table 7 also shows that, during 1988-1991, the gross enrolment rate in primary
school had already surpassed 80 per cent in all countries except Saudi Arabia (78 per cent)
and the former Yemen Arab Republic (76 per cent). In countries where the rates are
significantly below 100 per cent, it is due to the lower enrolment rate of girls. For instance,
the share of girls in total gross enrolment was significantly below half in some countries such
as Iraq and Yemen. In all countries of the region, it is much lower than for boys (see
table 7).

There are several problems regarding primary education. Although the gross
enrolment rate in primary education has already reached 90 to 100 per cent in most countries
of the region, the net primary enrolment rate is much lower. For instance, during the period
1986-1989, it was only 48 per cent for girls in Saudi Arabia and 64 per cent for boys (see
table 3). In Saudi Arabia, as in other conservative Gulf countries, the net enrolment rate for
girls does not exceed 50 per cent as traditions and customs influence the education of girls
even at the primary level.

Relatively high drop-out rates at the primary level are still found in some countries
of the ESCWA region in spite of ongoing literacy campaigns. For example, as indicated in
table 3, the primary school drop-out rates of some ESCWA countries in 1988 were still very
high: 42 per cent in Iraq, 16 per cent in Jordan, 10 per cent in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 12
per cent in the Syrian Arab Republic and 26 per cent in Yemen (see table 3). Children who
drop out continue to contribute to the illiteracy rate in the region. Furthermore, many primary
entrants repeat grades (see table 3). Dropping out and repeating grades might be caused by
both lack of motivation on the part of the students as well as incompetence on the part of
teachers. Some® argue that in some Gulf countries, boys generally do not perform well in
school, and that their parents accept their poor performance, and that, as a result, girls and
the children of expatriates (both boys and girls) often outperform them.

6 Including Delwin A. Roy in his article entitled “Saudi Arabian Education: Develop-
ment Policy”, Middle Eastern Studies, vol. 28, No. 3, July 1992, pp. 477-508.
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Also, in some Gulf countries, some researchers observe that the hiring of foreign
teachers may be considered problematic in some cases, as they tend to be less concerned with
student performance than teachers who are nationals of the country. For instance, by the mid-
1980s it was reported that 70 per cent of the total teaching staff in Saudi Arabian primary
schools were non-nationals (mostly Egyptians, Jordanians, Syrians and Sudanese) although
the teaching staff for girls were almost completely Saudi Arabian.’

Apart from public education, the family is the major informal institution which is
primarily responsible for the socialization of Arab children. Currently, the ESCWA region
has been undergoing a radical transformation of its family structure. Rapid social changes
have led to a gradual erosion of the traditional social values of Arab society. Socio-economic
factors, including the growing participation of women in the labour force, are having an
impact on the fabric of the Arab family in the ESCWA region and have contributed to the
rise of the nuclear family as well as changing attitudes and values that affect relationships
among family members.

In the Gulf States, the hiring of foreigners as maids is a relatively recent phenomenon,
and it is one which has been copied by the expatriate migrants from the neighboring countries
upon their return to their home countries. The impact of socialization by foreign maids
cannot be underestimated as a significant factor in the development of the personality of the
Arab child due to the resulting cultural conflicts. Despite changes in the functional structures
of society, the individual still finds no alternative to the family as a source of cohesion and
support and as the most important informal institution for socialization, education and training
of children.

B. Youth

The ESCWA region is characterized by a large youth population. As indicated in
table 1, about 19 per cent of the total population of the region will be youth (aged 15-24) in
1995. This figure is significantly higher than those of industrial countries. According to the
figures in World Population Prospects, the 1992 Revision, the equivalent proportion for the
developed world in the same year will be 14.2 per cent. As indicated in table 1, in 1995 the
largest youth population in the region will be found in Jordan (over 23 per cent). The lowest
percentage (12.4) is expected in Qatar and the second lowest (14.7) in Bahrain. In view of
the fact that high fertility rates in these Gulf countries would indicate youthful indigenous
populations, their comparatively high median ages suggest that foreign labourers are

7 This section derives heavily from the above-mentioned article by Delwin A. Roy
entitled “Saudi Arabian Education: Development Policy”, Middle Eastern Studies, vol. 28,
No. 3, July 1992, pp. 477-508.
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predominantly older (18-45) than the youth categories (15-24). In fact, according to the
ESCWA demographic data sheets®, the equivalent proportion of youth for nationals only in
the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain is 17 per cent and 21 per cent, respectively. Table 1
indicates that, until the year 2005, the countries of the ESCWA region will continue to be in
the transitional demographic stage with a very youthful indigenous population. Improvements
in health conditions raised the reproductive capacity of newly married couples from 1950 to
1975 and permitted them to realize their traditionally strong desire for children into actual
high fertility, thus leading to a youthful population at the regional level.

Naturally, the sex ratio of the youth population is almost balanced in all countries of
the ESCWA region. However, the slightly higher male-female ratios found in the Gulf
countries and the lower ratio in Yemen in the past are due to a demand, in labour-importing
countries, for migrant, predominantly male labourers, including the older segment of the youth
group (20-24). It appears that this demand has waned, and skilled and older Arab labourers
from neighbouring labour-exporting countries are now in demand as the sex ratios of youth
are becoming more balanced (see table 1). For instance, according to the figures in table 1,
the male/female ratio of the youth population in Qatar was 2.40 in 1975 and will be only 1.14
in 1995; by contrast, the male/female youth ratio in Yemen was 0.60 in 1975, 0.86 in 1980,
and will be 1.06 in 1995.

The ESCWA region has been undergoing a radical transformation in its social
structure. Various factors such as population growth, urbanization, conflicting values, cultural
heritage, armed conflicts and civil unrest, economic development, transfer of new technology,
change of family structure and authority, and environmental transformation have left an
impact on the social fabric of the region. Young people in the region have benefited from
social progress, particularly in the field of health and education. Nevertheless, they face
problems caused by the rapid social transformation, as young people are especially vulnerable
to disruptions produced by such rapid social changes and their consequences. The capacity
of labour-sending countries to integrate their youth into the national development process has
diminished with the constant exodus of youth from their own countries. Due to the lack of
adequate and affordable housing in urban communities which has been caused by the urban
explosion coupled with increased living costs, some young people encounter difficulty starting
an independent life, marrying and establishing families. The massive exodus of the rural
youth population to urban centres and oil-exporting countries has had several negative
implications, including the abandonment of agriculture, the underdevelopment of rural
communities and the excessive migration to and consequent overpopulation of major cities.

8 United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, Demographic and
Related Socio-Economic Data Sheets for Countries of the Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia as Assessed in 1988, No. 6, 1989 (E/ESCWA/POP/89/8/Rev.1).
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Concurrently, the cities suffer tremendous strains in absorbing migrants. Indeed, many
young migrants cannot find adequate housing, schools or social services and tend to live
together in shanty enclaves in the cities without being fully integrated into the development
process. Thus, their original cultural orientations are perpetuated, resulting in the ruralization
of cities. Sometimes, the lack of regular and productive work and the erosion of social values
and networks are the cause of increasing crime rates in these communities of new migrants.
The increase in urban youth implies a large discrepancy between their needs and those of
rural youth. It is known that unemployment rates among rural youth are higher than among
urban youth; on the other hand, drug abuse and juvenile delinquency are commonly more
widespread in the urban slums.

The high demand for labour in oil-exporting countries with relatively small populations
and underdeveloped indigenous manpower combined with the wealth of the Gulf countries
enabled them to offer employment opportunities for migrant workers, predominantly from less
developed neighbouring Arab countries and other Asian countries. Intra-regional migration,
if it is well-coordinated, will contribute to a better distribution of income among and within
the countries of the region. It will also contribute to regional cultural integration and to skills
development within the region. While interregional (non-Arab) migration has the merit of
promoting the region’s economic development, there is doubt that the presence of so many
non-nationals (non-Arabs) might threaten internal security and cause an identity crisis among
youth in the labour-importing countries. The foreign-youth proportion of the total youth
population in some Gulf countries is significantly high (for example, 67 per cent in Qatar,
56 per cent in the United Arab Emirates, and 22 per cent in both Oman and Saudi Arabia®)

A serious youth-related problem in labour-importing countries is the development of
young, indigenous manpower resources. A large portion of the indigenous youth populations
in these countries, particularly young women, are not effectively integrated into mainstream
development efforts. The abundant supply of consumer goods, supported by high purchasing
power, has not helped youth develop high esteem for manufacturing or manual work, nor has
it promoted their participation in serious national development efforts. The United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) measured the level of human development in terms of the
Human Development Index (HDI) by combining national income with two social indicators,
namely adult literacy and life expectancy, in order to give a composite measure of human
progress in a given country. The latest data in the UNDP Human Development Report 1993
indicate that the current gap between their GNP and HDI national rankings shows the
magnitude of the lag in human development in the Gulf countries (-26 for Bahrain, -23 for

?  United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, Population
Situation in the ESCWA Region 1990 (E/ESCWA/POP/1992/6), 20 May 1992.
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Iraq, -37 for Kuwait, -58 for Oman, -33 for Qatar, -53 for Saudi Arabia, -55 for the United
Arab Emirates). ‘

As a result of sudden, forced return migration after the Gulf crisis and the subsequent
political disintegration at the regional level, unemployment has increased tremendously in
some labour-sending countries due to the surplus labour that could not be absorbed. For
instance, during the last few decades, young Jordanians were encouraged to acquire highly
technical skills that had no real relevance to current labour market needs in Jordan but which
were in high demand in the neighbouring countries. Now, most of the educational and
training policies are being reassessed. In order to respond to the increasing needs of the
young population living in Jordan or returning from the Gulf countries, a complete set of new
measures and programmes is being developed.

The rapid expansion of enrolment in secondary and tertiary levels of education has
been significant during the past few decades in the ESCWA region. As indicated in table 3,
the combined primary and secondary gross enrolment rates in all individual countries of the
region have improved significantly during the period 1970-1990. For instance, in Oman it
improved from 25 per cent in 1970 to 82 per cent in 1987-1989. In Egypt, which has the
largest population and overall impact in the region, the rate increased from 55 per cent in
1970 to 90 per cent in 1987-1990. Nevertheless, the same table indicates that gross secondary
school enrolment rates of youth are still less than 50 per cent in Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Yemen
and close to 50 per cent in Oman and the Syrian Arab Republic. Furthermore, the secondary
school enrolment rates of young women were still lower than those of men in all reporting
countries except the United Arab Emirates (see table 3) in 1986-1989. For instance, in 1986-
1989 it was only 37 per cent for Iraqi female youth compared to 60 per cent for their male
counterparts, and 7 per cent for Yemeni female youth compared to 42 per cent for their male
counterparts.

Youth education still suffers from relatively high secondary school drop-out and
repeater rates in many ESCWA countries. As indicated in table 3, the number of secondary
school repeaters is high (6 per cent for Bahrain, 32 per cent for Iraq, 7 per cent for Jordan,
13 per cent for Oman, 16 per cent for Qatar, 13 per cent for Saudi Arabia, 15 per cent for the
Syrian Arab Republic and 10 per cent for the United Arab Emirates).

Technical education and vocational training continue to suffer from insufficient
interest in technical- or skilled-career options throughout the ESCWA region. This is
manifested in the low rates of enrolment of youth in technical secondary education and
vocational training. It is the general understanding in the region that education is geared
towards academic instruction and preparation for occupations regarded as “prestigious” by
young people and their families. Table 3 indicates that in 1987/1988 the percentages of
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secondary-school enrolment in vocational schools (vocational as a percentage of the total
secondary education) were relatively low in all countries of the region except Bahrain, Egypt,
Iraq and Jordan, and particularly low in the Gulf countries, excluding Bahrain (0.3 per cent
for Kuwait, 3.5 per cent for Qatar, 1.9 per cent for Saudi Arabia and 0.8 per cent for the
United Arab Emirates). In the Gulf countries, there is a growing disparity between what the
youth believe their education is preparing them for, in terms of status, prestige and income,
and the reality of the formidable economic recession. There is an urgent need to develop the
right values among the youth who are about to enter the workforce so that they will view the
current labour-market needs more flexibly and realistically and reduce their dependence on
foreigners.

In the case of enrolment in the tertiary (higher) educational cycle, the gross enrolment
rates are still below 10 per cent in Oman and Yemen. Out of eight other reporting countries,
the rate ranges from 10 per cent to 20 per cent in six countries (Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates). It is over 20 per cent in Qatar and the Syrian
Arab Republic (see table 3). The comparison of the data in table 3 and table 8 indicates that
the female enrolment rates in tertiary education in some relatively liberal Gulf countries, such
as Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates are much higher than those of men.

This finding corresponds to the observation of some scholars such as Abbas Makki
and Madiha Al-Safti. They attribute this situation to the fact that in those countries, education
grants to study abroad are bestowed on male youth while females are deprived of them, a
situation which confirms the preference for males in education.’® On the contrary, women’s
participation in higher education is lower in all countries of the region other than the above-
mentioned Gulf countries. In 1988/1990, the proportions of females as a percentage of males
in tertiary enrolment were as follows: 53 per cent for Egypt, 64 per cent for Iraq, 129 per
cent for Kuwait, 44 per cent for Lebanon, 80 per cent for Oman, 73 per cent for Saudi Arabia
and 72 per cent for the Syrian Arab Republic (see table 3). The participation of young Arab
women in higher education is still low regardless of the rapid progress of the past few
decades. Also, some scholars argue that although educated, young Arab women are more
conscious of their human rights and demand them, a substantial proportion of educated and
liberated young women still bear an inferiority complex and suffer from a degraded attitude
towards men. The conflicts of young, educated Arab women cannot be ignored as they have
gone through the socialization process in Arab communities that are still traditional, where
marriage is portrayed to them as the priority of life, without which their lives are meaningless
and useless. Young, educated women tend to become torn between conflicting forces: what

' United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, Impact of Social
and Economic Changes on the Arab Family: An Exploratory Study (E/[ESCWA/SD/1992/4),
29 October 1992.
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they have learned in school about choosing their lifestyle and new values and achievement
criteria such as an education and a career, and what Arab social conventions impose on them.
This sometimes leads them into psychological conflicts manufested by a behavioral
imbalance."!

As mentioned before, because of the preoccupation with “prestigious and glamorous”
occupations in the ESCWA region, university students tend to concentrate on law and the
humanities. There is a shortage in the technical fields. In particular, female students tend
to concentrate on teaching, humanities and health-related subjects. A comparison of table 3
and table 8 indicates that the enrolment of women in science is far lower than that of men
on average.

In some countries of the region, a significantly high proportion of youth (especially
male youth) are sent abroad for higher education. Table 3 indicates that the proporation of
tertiary students abroad as a percentage of those at home are significantly high: 44.6 per cent
for Bahrain, 41.4 per cent for Jordan, 16.4 per cent for Kuwait, 21.3 per cent for Lebanon,
19.7 per cent for Qatar, 24.8 per cent for the United Arab Emirates and 33.2 per cent for
Yemen. Some parents prefer to send their children abroad for a number of reasons, such as
(a) the poor quality of education in some national institutes; (b) limited availability of
textbooks in Arabic; (c) little access to modern technical advances in the fields of
telecommunications, information technology, medicine and computer technology; and
(d) shortages of qualified professors, particularly in areas such as international finance and
banking, industrial engineering and international marketing. " '

Successful passage into adulthood implies obtaining meaningful and proper
employment; otherwise, young people face the danger of economic and social marginalization.
One of the most important economic development concerns in the region is the promotion of
growth in production along with the mobilization of economic and human resources and the
optimal utilization thereof. Table 9 shows that in recent years the rates of economically
active male youth aged 15-19 range from 8.86 per cent (Saudi Arabia) to 52.49 per cent (the
former Yemen Arab Republic). The corresponding rates for female youth range from 1.07
(Saudi Arabia) to 26.50 (the former Yemen Arab Republic). The high ratio for both male and
female youth in Yemen can be attributed to the fact that a majority of early teenagers have

I Drg. Conned and Makki, Impact of Social and Economic Changes on the Arab Family:
An Exploratory Study (E[ESCWA/SD/ 1992/4), 29 October 1992.

12 This section derives heavily from the article by Delwin A. Roy entitled “Saudi Arabian
Education: Development Policy” in Middle Eastern Studies.
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already entered the labour market in rural and Bedouin areas and in poor urban neighbour-
hoods.

The same statistics indicate that the ratios of economically active male youth aged 20-
24 range from 51.23 per cent in Oman to 88.88 per cent in the United Arab Emirates. The
corresponding figures for women are significantly lower, ranging from 8.74 per cent in Saudi
Arabia® to 42.13 per cent in Kuwait.

It appears that youth in this age group enjoy a relatively high rate of economic
participation. However, it is notable that the general participation of female youth of this
age group is still very limited—Iless than one third that of their male counterparts in many
countries of the region. Also, these figures are extremely low compared to those of industrial
countries and developing countries in other regions." Generally, young Arab women are
still economically subordinate to men since young men'’s participation in the labour market
is much higher. This may be attributed, to a certain extent, to the cultural factor which limit
women's work opportunities regardless of their level of education. The participation of women
in the labour force is particularly low in some conservative Gulf countries, During the Gulf
crisis (1990-1991), the importance of women's participation in development efforts and the
need for their preparation to undertake productive functions were laid in Saudi Arabia and the
neighbouring Gulf countries, as indicated by many official statements. This awareness could
be sustained and expeditiously translated into action through reorientation of the training and
education of young women.

Table 9 further indicates that this age category (20-24) boasts the highest participation
rates among women in most countries of the region. It is assumed that the acquisition by
young Arab women of the right to an education has gradually opened up their career paths.
It appears that the female workforce is concentrated in the 20-30 age group in the majority
of the countries. This group is composed predominantly of girls of pre-marital age who work
until marriage, or housewives without children. The lower rates among higher age groups
indicate cultural traditions that impose on women the role of housewife and mother as a first
priority.”®  Therefore, young women constitute the most important component of the
mobilization of the female labour force in the ESCWA region.

" Lebanon was excluded as the data were too old for comparison.

" For instance, according to e United Nations Youth Indicators, in 1985, the
proportions of young women aged 70-24 in the labour force were 77 per cent in Japan, 67 per
cent in France, 32 per cent in Mexico and 73 per cent in Thailand.

 This observation corresponds to the finding by Madiha Al-Safti in “Impact of Social
and Economic Changes on the Arab Family: An Exploratory Study” (E/ESCWA/SD/1992/4).

. ——_
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As mentioned before, higher education throughout the region tends to be strongly
directed towards formal and academic education. Some Governments of the ESCWA region
have failed to relate actual higher-education needs to any rational manpower plan, to
determine labour-force needs objectively from the macroeconomic point of view, or to
reorient their higher-education curriculum. In some Gulf countries, educated youth tend to
be interested in finding positions in government offices and show little or no interest in other
opportunities in private enterprises. It is reported that until mid-1985, Saudi Arabian
graduates from the secondary and higher level of education were obligated to seek
opportunities in Government first. Change occurred when government policy changed due
to lower oil prices, lower revenues and a subsequent cut in new recruits into the Govern-

16

ment Relatively high disguised unemployment among educated youth in the Gulf

countries and some other Arab countries is a social problem.

As indicated in table 10, the percentages of married male youth were very low for
both youth age groups in 1980, when the ratios of never-married young men aged 15-19
ranged from 91 per cent for the United Arab Emirates to 97 per cent for Kuwait. The
corresponding figures for the older group ranged from 70 per cent for Iraq to 80 per cent for

Egypt.

For female youth, on the other hand, the percentages of never-married women aged
15-19 ranged from 44 per cent for the United Arab Emirates to 78 per cent for Egypt. The
corresponding figures for the older female youth segment ranged from 12 per cent for the
United Arab Emirates to 39 per cent for Egypt. This indicates that Arab women married
much earlier than their male counterparts. For example, in Iraq in 1980, 67 per cent of young
women aged 20-24 were already married, although two thirds of their male counterparts
remained single. Increasing living costs are one of the major obstacles for Arab youth,
particularly young Arab men, to marry and establish families. This is sometimes coupled
with the lack of proper housing for newly married couples, the traditional practice of dowries
and excessive expenses of wedding ceremonies—all disproportionate burdens on the part of
male youth. However, as indicated in the same table, the age at which girls marry has
generally been rising, accompanied by the attainment by young women of education and their
participation in the labour force.

C. The elderly

The proportion of the elderly in total national populations is currently very low in all
countries of the ESCWA region. In 1995, 5.20 per cent of the population of the region will

16 This section derives heavily from the article by Delwin A. Roy, “Saudi Arabian Educa-
tion: Development Policy”, Middle Eastern Studies.
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be aged 60 and over. For individual countries, the figures will fall between 3.00 per cent and
3.99 per cent in Bahrain and Kuwait; between 4.00 per cent and 4.99 per cent in Iraq, Jordan,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic and the United Arab Emirates; 6.40 per
cent in Egypt and 8.00 per cent in Lebanon (see table 11). However, some change in the
percentage of the 60-plus age group is projected between 1995 and 2025. By 2025, 8.40 per
cent of the population of the ESCWA region will be 60 and over. Significant increases are
projected for Egypt (from 6.40 to 12.40 per cent), Kuwait (3.30 per cent to 17.40 per cent),
Qatar (4.30 per cent to 12.20 per cent) and the United Arab Emirates (4.20 per cent to
19.40 per cent). In both the United Arab Emirates and Kuwait, the projected percentages of
the over-65 age group are also higher (15.50 per cent and 12.40 per cent, respectively) than
the world average (9.70 per cent [see table 12]). On the other hand, the population structures
of Oman, Saudi Arabia and Yemen will remain young at least during the first quarter of the
twenty-first century. In Kuwait, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates, relatively large national
incomes generated by oil revenues, combined with rapid urbanization, good standards of
living, improved health care and gradually declining fertility rates, resulting from the
education of women, may have manifold effects, producing a drastic change in the
demographic structure, including the marked ageing trends which have been projected.”” In
Egypt, the birth control measures which have been implemented by the Government will
begin to take effect during the first quarter of the next century.

Similar trends are found in the 65-plus age group. In 1995, only 3.30 per cent of the
total population of the ESCWA region will be over 65, and by 2025 the figure will have risen
t0 5.60 per cent. In Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates, significant increases will be found
in the proportion of this group. In the next two decades, the ESCWA region as a whole will
encounter a considerable growth, both absolutely and relatively, in the size of this group (see
table 12).

The sex ratios for the elderly population show relative parity between the number of
elderly men and women in most countries of the region. However, sex ratios in Gulf
countries are significantly high (over 200 in Qatar and the United Arab Emirates and 184 in
Kuwait by 1995) as a result of the large-scale immigration of males for labour purposes,

7 The United Nations global projection includes both nationals and non-nationals in the
Gulf countries. Normally, figures are projected on the basis of the combined fertility rates
of nationals and non-nationals. For instance, according to the data in the Demographic and
Related Socio-Economic Data Sheets for Countries of the Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia as Assessed in 1988, (E[ESCWA/POP/89/8/Rev.1, 27 May 1990), the
combined fertility rate of nationals and non-nationals in Kuwait in 1988 was 3.94 births per
woman, compared to 6.21 for nationals and only 2.72 for non-nationals. Therefore, the
projected percentages of the elderly in 2025 in some of the Gulf countries may be
overestimated.
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contributing to the over-representation of elderly males. Conversely, in labour-sending
countries elderly women tend to outnumber elderly men (see table 13). Naturally, the
services provided by families and by the community are affected by these differences in sex
ratios.

The gender-specific difference of the elderly population should be analysed together
with their marital status, as elderly females tend to be more economically dependent. The
data in table 14 show very interesting demographic and marital-status indicators for the
elderly in selected countries of the ESCWA region. These figures indicate very high
percentages of elderly widows in Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Qatar, the Syrian Arab
Republic and the United Arab Emirates, representing 47.9, 63.8, 53.4, 55.5, 65.7,55.9, 46.8
and 65.7 per cent of all elderly women, respectively. By comparison, the figures for elderly
widowers in those countries are low (3.7, 9.9, 9.6, 9.5, 7.6, 4.9, 9.0 and 9.7 per cent,
respectively).

The same data (see table 14) shows the percentage of divorced persons to be low for
both elderly men and women. The highest figures are 4.6 per cent for elderly women in
Bahrain (nationals and non-nationals) and 4.2 per cent for elderly men in the United Arab
Emirates. The percentages of elderly men are high but those of elderly women relatively low.
For example, the lowest figure among elderly men (82.1 per cent in the United Arab
Emirates) contrasts sharply with the highest figure among elderly women (49.7 per cent in
the Syrian Arab Republic). This is in line with the fact that women tend to marry older men
in the ESCWA region. Furthermore, it is presumed that elderly men tend to remarry after
being widowed or divorced, while elderly widows or divorcees may have little or no
alternative but to remain alone. This is a serious problem as the majority of widows may
have no means of income after the death of their spouses.'®

Future policies must be formulated well in advance to grapple with the projected
increase in the numbers of the elderly and evade its potentially negative impact on the
economies of the ESCWA region. If dependency ratios increase, it means that fewer
working-age people will be responsible for supporting children and the elderly.

The overall ratio between the elderly and the rest of the adult population is an
important factor affecting the stability of national pension and social security plans. This will
influence the size and modalities of pension payments and the age at which retirement and
payments should commence. It also has an impact on saving patterns (lower savings ratios),
inflation and overall economic growth.

18 This finding corresponds to that of Y. El-Haddad in a 1989 (unpublished) study
entitled Ageing in the ESCWA Region.
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As indicated in table 15, the factor of increase in elderly dependency ratios per 100
working-age persons for the ESCWA region over the period 1995-2025 is 1.47, which is even
higher than that of the world (1.40). Factors of increase in the ESCWA countries range from
less than 1.0 in Yemen® to 7.79 in the United Arab Emirates (whose population age
structure is projected to become very old by the end of the projection period). In simpler
terms, this implies that by the year 2025, the number of persons in the 15-59 age group
available per person aged 65-plus is projected to still be 10 or more in all countries of the
region except Egypt, Kuwait, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates, the regional average being
11.36.

As may be seen from table 16, the rates of the economically active male population
for the 60-64 age group in 1995 will range from 65.15 per cent in the case of Lebanon to
77.12 per cent in the case of Qatar—much higher than the world average (62.16 per cent).
In contrast, the equivalent rates for females range from 1.10 per cent for Jordan to 15.33 per
cent for Irag—substantially lower than the world average (18.06 per cent). Similar trends are
found for the 65-plus group. Elderly men (65-plus) in the ESCWA region tend to remain
more economically active compared to the world average, but the participation of elderly
Arab women in economic activity is very limited.

Disabilities may occur at any time in the life cycle, although they are more likely to
occur in the later stages of life. Detailed data will be presented in the next section on the
integration of disabled persons.

Due to the global economic recession, the current general trends of care for the elderly
in both developing and industrial countries are geared towards reducing government
expenditures on social support systems and emphasizing the role of the family in providing
services to its elderly members. Arab society has given special attention and care to the
elderly due to its cultural and religious values. The distinguished status of the elderly is
maintained even today to a certain extent. However, parallel to the international trend, new
opinions have emerged which address the issue of caring for them within the framework of
State-sponsored services, particularly if both husband and wife work.

Although the nuclear family is on the increase, the strength of family relationships and
the firmness of family ties still exist in the Arab family, as blood relationships between
independent nuclear units are still maintained and the network of family ties is still relatively
strong. Caring for the elderly is still largely a family responsibility even in nuclear families
where mothers work and grandparents could play a role in the upbringing of children as

A negative factor of increase denotes an actual decrease.
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working mothers need their help in caring for children. This solution would offer the mother
a concrete benefit from the presence of elderly members of the family in the same household.

ESCWA statistics indicate that i]iiteracy levels among the older age groups of the
population, and especially among older women, are much higher than among the young. For
example, 1986 statistics indicate that illiteracy rates in Egypt increase sharply with age.
While 70.4 per cent of men and 90.8 per cent of women in the 65-plus age category were
illiterate, the corresponding figures in the 20-24 age group were only 21.5 per cent and
51.6 per cent, respectively, in 1986. The illiteracy rates for the total population over 15 were
36.4 per cent for males and 68.6 per cent for females. Furthermore, the illiteracy rates for
both elderly men and women are much higher in rural areas than in urban areas in Egypt;
80 per cent of elderly men and 95.8 per cent of elderly women in rural Egypt are illiterate.
In Iraq in 1987, 70.4 per cent of elderly men and 80.4 per cent of elderly women in the
65-plus age group were illiterate compared to only 13.0 per cent and 23.1 per cent,
respectively, in the 20-24 age group.”’ The same statistics indicate very similar trends in
all reporting countries of the ESCWA region. Eradication of illiteracy is indeed the priority
for elderly populations in the ESCWA region. To combat this situation, several countries of
the ESCWA region have already launched major adult-literacy programmes.

D. Disabled persons

The benefits of social progress have not spread evenly among the population of the
ESCWA region. The range of life options and opportunities available have been expanded,
but mostly to limited segments of society. The majoﬁty of disabled persons, particularly
those living in rural areas, do not enjoy equal access to these new options and benefits. This
section will review the extent to which disabled citizens are integrated into (or excluded from)
the mainstream development of Arab society.

The countries of the region have made good progress in channeling human and
physical resources towards one of the objectives of the World Programme of Action for
Disabled Persons, namely "prevention of disability”. The classic causes for impairment have
been declining in relative terms due to universal child immunization, improved education,
better access to health care, improved water and sanitation facilities, lower fertility rates in
some countries and better prenatal care for women.

20 Upited Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, Social Statistics
and Indicators in the ESCWA Region, (E[ESCWA/SD/89/8), December 1989.
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The absence of precise data for a scientific approach to developing services and
policies for the disabled is a major problem. According to a 1981 ESCWA report?' the
number of disabled individuals was estimated at 8 million at the regional level—an estimate
that may be well below the actual figure now. The 1981 Arab Declaration on Action for
Disabled Persons estimated that there were 15 million disabled persons in the Arab world.
The causes of impairment in the region can be grouped in two major subcategories:
(a) socio-economic and environmental factors, including medical aspects such as prevention
and immunization; and (b) factors related to certain cultural values and social barriers,

The most significant socio-economic and environmental factor is poverty. The
correlation between poverty and impairment/disability can be proved by the higher prevalence
of disability in rural Arab communities which are subject to poverty, lack of basic services
and negative socio-economic and environmental conditions. For instance, according to
table 17, in 1981, the prevalence of disabled persons per 100,000 of the population was 1,008
in urban areas and 1,034 in rural areas of the Syrian Arab Republic. Particularly for
blindness and deaf-mutism, rural prevalence rates are much higher than urban. The rates for
blindness were 118 in urban and 165 in rural areas, and the rates for deafness and mutism
were 160 in urban areas and 188 in rural areas of the Syrian Arab Republic. Poverty causes
malnutrition, something which is extremely relevant to women'’s and childhood disability.
Low/underweight births cause various kinds of childhood disabilities. Most (80 per cent) of
a human being’s brain cells develop in the first two years of life; therefore, malnourished
infants will go through a lifetime of vulnerability caused by setbacks in the development of
their central nervous systems. If these children survive after the age of five, they are more
likely to suffer stunted physical and mental development. They are the so-called "high-risk
children” of disability and other common diseases, as well as of learning problems and of a
lower general level of mental functioning. Accurate data are not available concerning
underweight babies. However, the available statistics in table 3 indicate that 53 per cent of
children (0-4 years) in Yemen and 13 per cent in Egypt are either severely or moderately
underweight. Furthermore, the lack of clean water and sanitary services favors waterborne
diseases such as river blindness and epidemics, leading to permanent disability. As mentioned
before, universal immunization has not yet been fully achieved. Immunization of children
against polio (which is a cause of permanent physical disability) is not universal in some
countries. The percentage of fully immunized children (1 year old) against polio during the
period 1989-1990 was only 53 in Yemen and 75 in Iraq (see table 3).

' International Year of Disabled Persons, Disabled Persons in the ESCWA Region:
Features and Dimensions of the Problem and a Regional Plan of Action (E[ECWA/ 119),
9 April 1981.
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High fertility is indicative of lack of proper spacing between births and late child
bearing/rearing, which may cause health problems for the mother and the child. Pregnancy
after the age of 37 brings the risk of having a child with Down's syndrome. The figures in
table 3 indicate that births attended by trained medical personnel ranged from 12 per cent
(Yemen) to 99 per cent (Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates) for the period 1983-1990.
In Egypt, it was reported to be only 47 per cent. Proper prenatal and postnatal care is
essential to the prevention of impairments and early intervention for the rehabilitation of
impaired children. Some scholars, such as Nazek Nosseir, argue that the attention and energy
of the mother tend to be scattered if she has too many children, and that, as a result, she gives
each child less care, and the child might be at greater risk for accidents.”

As mentioned in the previous section, although there has been significant improvement
regarding the general participation of Arab women in all levels of education and the
eradication of female illiteracy, the result is not yet complete. Many studies have confirmed
a positive correlation between the degree of women's illiteracy and child morbidity.”

In many countries, a large proportion of disabilities are caused by traffic accidents.
The traffic-accident rates in some countries of the ESCWA region are very high. In Jordan,
for instance, the majority of patients admitted to emergency central care units are traffic-
accident victims, many of whom become permanently disabled. This is largely due to the
lack of a proper infrastructure which could absorb the increasing number of automobiles, and
the lack of an adequate public transportation system, which would facilitate access for
disabled citizens and would incorporate measures to prevent traffic accident-related
impairment.

A cultural and social obstacle which has a negative impact on impairment in the
ESCWA region is the practice (or even encouragement in some areas) of marriage among
close relatives. Marriage between cousins in the Arab world is prevalent in all social classes
in both rural and urban settings. The genetic disorders caused by endogamous marriage can
result in all types of impairments, including mental, sensory and motor impairments.

2 Nazek Nosseir, Women and Disability in the ESCWA Region, Proceedings of the
Conference on the Capabilities and Needs of Disabled Persons in the ESCWA Region
(E/ESCWA/SD/1992/2), 20-28 November 1989, Amman, Jordan.

2 United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Relief and Rehabilitation of Traumatized
Children in War Situations, Eighth Inter-agency Meeting on the United Nations Decade of
Disabled Persons, Vienna, 5-7 December 1990.
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Abdullah Al-Khatib, in his national study on Jordan®, called for urgently needed legislation
to prevent hereditary impairments—mnamely, a law to restrict marriage without the necessary
medical examinations. He also emphasized the need to boost public awareness of the dangers
of intermarriage among close relatives and the consequences of impairment among their
offspring. Another social barrier is the negative attitude of the public towards disability, and
particularly towards disabled women. In the Arab world, disabled women are doubly
discriminated against: because of their gender and because of their impairment. Negative
social attitudes towards impaired women will cause “disability” and “handicaps” as much as
the impairment itself. In the process of socialization and upbringing, disabled Arab women
suffer from value conflicts stemming from their deep-rooted feeling of inferiority. They tend
to believe that they are secondary, not only to their male siblings, but even to their able-
bodied female siblings. Later, the lack of a formal education, training and employment
aggravates this inferiority complex. The social isolation of disabled Arab women is well
reflected in the statistics. There is a significant undernumeration of the disabled female
population in most countries of the ESCWA region. For instance, undernumeration of the
handicapped female population in the 1976 Egyptian census produced the unusual sex ratio
of almost 3:1, and the undernumeration of mentally retarded females produced sex ratios of
3:1 in both the 1976 Egyptian census and the 1970 Syrian census?® This is associated with
cultural and social pressures upon females to be marriageable. The social stigma of having
a disabled female family member may render another member of the family (particularly a
female sibling) less marriageable.

The magnitude of disability-related problems in the region has continuously increased
in size and scope recently due to armed conflicts, civil unrest and the ruthless suppression of
the intifadah. For instance, during the period 9 December 1987 to 1 October 1990, in
addition to 855 fatalities, 58,000 casualties resulting from the use of live rounds, beatings,
plastic-coated metal bullets, rubber bullets, tear gas and other forms of assault were reported
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Of the casualties, 30 per cent were children below the age
of 15, and 10 per cent of all injuries resulted in a permanent disability, which constitutes a
substantial increase over the pre-intifadah figure of about 60,000 persons with some form of
disability. During the period May 1988 to July 1990 alone, UNRWA physiotherapists treated
3,885 cases, 3,068 of which were intifadah-related cases. High percentages of intifadah-

* A study submitted to the ESCWA Conference on the Capabilities and Needs of
Disabled Persons, 20-28 November 1989, Amman, Jordan.

 Biologically, the female-male ratio of disability should be 50%-50%.
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related patients are young adults and children. It is reported that some 5 per cent of those
cases will have permanent disabilities.”®

In addition, physical disabilities caused by violence can have traumatic psychological
effects on people. The Gulf crisis and the continuing economic sanctions imposed on Iraq
have increased the prevalence of disability in that country. There have been outbreaks of
diseases leading to permanent impairments (such as poliomyelitis, measles and tetanus) due
to the lack of vaccines and poor sanitary conditions. According to a report by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) quoted by the International Herald-
Tribune on 27 March 1991, the food situation in Iraq became increasingly desperate
immediately after the Gulf crisis. The report added that vulnerable groups in Iraq, including
the disabled, had increased by 50 per cent. According to the report by the International Team
of Experts funded by UNICEF and other foundations, psycho-social trauma was the most
serious effect of the aftermath of the Gulf crisis on Iraqi children.

Both tables 18 and 19 indicate that, parallel to the worldwide trend, disability greatly
increases with age. For instance, according to the figure in table 19, in 1984-1985, the
percentage of elderly (70-plus) was only 1.6 per cent of the total population in Al-Yarmouk
camp, but the percentage of disabled elderly (70-plus) constitutes 8.0 per cent of the total
disabled population. In Jordan, the percentage of elderly (60-plus) is only 4.2 per cent of the
total population, while the disabled elderly population constitutes 12.5 per cent of the total
disabled population (see table 18). Similar findings are reported by other ESCWA countries.
For instance, according to the 1981 Bahraini national census.?’ the prevalence of disability
per 100,000 of the total population was only 991. It was 6,128 for the 60-64 age group and
7,429 for the 65-69 age group. As medical and other social costs incurred for elderly
disability are a burden to the State, appropriate prevention measures should be formulated
ahead of time.

Illiteracy rates are high among disabled persons compared to able-bodied persons in
the ESCWA region. For instance, table 20 indicates that in the Syrian Arab Republic in
1981, 67.95 per cent of the disabled population was illiterate in contrast with only 37.88 per
cent of the total population. Illiteracy is particularly high among disabled women: 80.50 per
cent of the total female disabled population compared to only 54.53 per cent of the total

26 Unpited Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA), Report submitted to the Eighth Inter-Agency Meeting on the United Nations
Decade of Disabled Persons, Vienna, 5-7 December 1990.

27 United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, Demographic and
Related Socio-Economic Data Sheet for Countries of the Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia as Assessed in 1988, No. 6, 1989 (E[ESCWA/POP/89/8/Rev.1).
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female population in the Syrian Arab Republic. On the other hand, disabled persons who
completed their education (at any level from primary to higher education) totalled only
15.23 per cent of the disabled population in contrast with 36.12 per cent of the total
population. Again, the completion rate of higher education for disabled women is extremely
low; only 0.23 per cent of the total disabled female population had university degrees.
Integration of disabled children, particularly disabled girls, seems to be a prerequisite for their
social participation in the future. All other reporting countries supported this finding.2*

Employment and income security are prerequisites for a dignified life. The
participation of disabled persons in the labour force is very limited in the ESCWA region.
For instance, according to the figures in table 21, the economically active disabled population
was only 19.58 per cent in the Syrian Arab Republic. By contrast, it was 35.22 per cent for
the total population. The economically active disabled male population was 29.30 per cent
compared to 63.02 per cent for the total male population. A similar trend is found in many
other countries as well. According to the national census of Kuwait in 1981,% the “active”
female disabled population was only 4.66 per cent compared to 20.22 per cent for the total
female population, and 29.19 per cent for the disabled male population. However, among the
95.34 per cent of the “inactive” female disabled population, 26.76 per cent were homemakers.
Disabled persons, and particularly disabled women, are least integrated into any formal
employment in the ESCWA region.

Disabled persons face discrimination and difficulty in marriage. Table 22 indicates
that the proporations of single disabled persons are extremely high compared to their able-
bodied counterparts. The rate of single disabled persons over 13 years old in the East Bank
of Jordan is 60.30 per cent of the total disabled population in 1983. By comparison, the rate
of married disabled persons is only 29.37 per cent of the total disabled population. It appears
that the situation is more serious for disabled women. The rate of single disabled persons is
62.17 per cent, and only 16.31 per cent of disabled women are married. It is interesting to
note also that in the literature of the ESCWA region, marriage is described as problematic for
disabled women:

"I then had a daughter, Sanna. When she was eight months old
she had fever, and I took her to someone who gave her
penicillin injections, and lo and behold, instead of recovering
she became paralyzed. She got polio. I stood her up on my
knee one day, and suddenly her leg gave way. I was shocked.

% Ibid.

* Ibid.

T S TSI Y T VO won L N N ———, - T N T NNy e



25-

My nerve gave way. That this should happen to her and she
being a girl and a woman, I knew would have grave conse-

quences. No man would want to marry a cripple”.®

To mark the end of the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons (1983-1992), a
cultural event was held in Amman from 17 to 18 October 1992. The priorities identified as
a result of the substantive sessions of this event include the following: (a) prevention of
disability; (b) rehabilitation for all in need; (c) promoting and protecting human rights;
(d) development of independent living; (e) promotion of community-based rehabilitation
(CBR); (f) enhancement of economic independence; (g) fully accessible society; (h) legis-
lation; and (i) promotion of public awareness and cooperative efforts and new partnerships
in the field of disabilities.”

E. The poor and rural population

Rapid political, economic, and social development has led to the deterioration of the
middle class and an increase in the gap between the rich and the poor in some countries of
the ESCWA region. While the quality of life has improved, and the range of life options and
chances open to Arab citizens have expanded, the benefits of development have been limited
to certain segments of society. The majority of the poor and the rural population continue
to be deprived and marginalized in most countries of the region.

For decades the region has been in a state of armed conflicts and civil unrest. This
means that the people of the region live in a continuous state of crisis which is further
aggravated by structural imbalances and income disparities among countries of the region,
between rural and urban populations, and across the various segments of society. Inequitable
distribution of resources at the regional level, inadequate energy supplies, water shortages,
lack of food security, and external debts in some countries of the region further aggravate the
problem of poverty. In the field of social welfare, poor people have been suffering from
inequitable distribution of benefits and services, unemployment and increasing poverty.

© Nayra Atiya, Khul-Khaal: Five Egyptian Women Tell Their Stories, The American
University in Cairo Press, 1988.

31 United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, Final Report of
the Cultural Event for Disabled Persons in the ESCWA Region, 17-18 October 1992
(E/ESCWA/SD/1992/WG.1/19).
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The Gulf crisis and other armed conflicts aggravated the economic and social problems
in the region with increased structural unemployment and unproductive employment,
particularly in the deficit countries. The Gulf crisis has added new social problems,
particularly with regard to forced migration of a large number of people and the subsequent
disruption of long-standing political and economic ties among ESCWA countries.

For instance, the crisis occurred when the Jordanian economy was improving and
starting to absorb the social cost of the economic adjustment policy and to emerge from
recession. During the period 1988 to August 1990, Jordan was at the transition point. The
balance-of-payments deficit was shrinking, and the economy was beginning to expand again.
However, with the aftermath of the crisis, the expensive social cost of unemployment
doubled to 20 per cent, and the percentage of Jordanian families living below the poverty line
increased by 15 per cent to reach approximately 23 per cent in 24 months.*2

Applying the United Nations trade embargo against Iraq in 1990 cost Jordan over
US$ 1.5 billion in lost exports, transit trade, private remittances, debt payments and official
aid. It was estimated to be equivalent to 39 per cent of Jordan's GDP. The 1991 loss reached
US$ 3.6 billion, equivalent to 77 per cent of Jordan's GDP.** Due to the impact of the Gulf
crisis and war, the number of Jordanians living below the poverty line has increased possibly
closer to 30 per cent. The absolute poor also increased from 3 per cent in 1988 to probably
5 per cent after the crisis.*

This has had significant negative social implications for the Jordanian population.
According to the finding of the study on low-income families in Jordan conducted by
UNICEF in November/December 1990, at the end of 1990, Jordan's economic decline was
devastating poor and lower-income families, with nearly one out of every three Jordanians
living near or below the poverty line. Malnutrition and ill-health spread to over a quarter of
a million children under the age of 12. Malnourished and anaemic pregnant and nursing
mothers were at risk of maternal mortality and morbidity during and after delivery. In the
last quarter of 1990, 30 per cent of all newborns in two major government hospitals were
low-weight babies.** The same study quoted the following information from the government
survey regarding the extent of poverty in Jordan: during the period from mid-1988 to mid-

% United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Regional Office for the Middle East and
North Africa, Jordanian Children in the Eye of the Storm, Amman, February 1991,

¥ Ibid.
* Ibid.

* Ibid.
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1990, the number of Jordanians living below the poverty line increased from around 20 per
cent to 23 per cent of the total population.

Although by mid-1991 economic activity had begun to pick up in response to a
combination of increased aid disbursements, foreign debt rescheduling and repatriation of
some savings by Jordanian returnees, the massive influx of Jordanian returnees (around 10 per
cent of the workforce) led to a rise in overall unemployment to over 25 per cent in 1991.%¢

In Iraq, the mortality rate of children under five years of age skyrocketed to 380 per
cent above its pre-crisis level. Furthermore, it was estimated that the infant mortality rate
rose 350 per cent. Over 900,000 children, accounting for 29 per cent of Iraqi children, were
reported to be malnourished.”

In most countries of the region, particularly those with relatively low per capita GNP,
an inequitable distribution network of social services continues to be a problem. There are
significant disparities between rural and urban settlements. For instance, during 1988-1990,
70 per cent of the rural population in Yemen had no access to clean water services, and
during 1985-90, 62 per cent had no access to medical services. The reported proportion of
the rural population living below the absolute poverty line for 1980-1989 was 34 per cent in
Egypt. The same rate was reported for its urban population.® In the Syrian Arab Republic,
for the period 1987-1990, 46 per cent of the total rural population had no access to clean
water services, and 40 per cent had no access to medical services. In Egypt, for the same
period, 66 per cent of the rural population had no access to sanitary services.”

According to the figures in table 23, even in Oman, with its per capita GNP of
US$ 5,650, only 51 per cent of its total population has access to sanitation, and only 57 per
cent has access to safe water services.

3% United Nations, World Economic Survey 1992 (E[1992/40, ST/ESA/[231), New York,
1992.

37 Infant and child mortality and nutrition were assessed by conducting surveys in 9,034
households in every region of Iraq. See Health and Welfare in Iraq after the Gulf Crisis: An
In-Depth Assessment, conducted in October 1991 by the International Study Team funded by
UNICEEF and other private foundations.

% UNICEF, The State of the World’s Children 1992, New York, Oxford University,
Press.

% UNDP, Human Development Report 1992, New York, Oxford University Press, 1992.
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Social policy needs reassessment with a view to addressing income inequalities and
dealing with causes of poverty in both urban and rural areas. Rural-urban migration, which
has contributed to urban poverty, needs to be curbed through appropriate measures, mobilizing
community participation and local resources to improve living standards in rural communities,
responding to the vital needs of the rural population in the areas of food, clothing, housing,
education, health, recreation and, most important of all, employment. Similar consideration
should be given to urban centres, where special emphasis needs to be placed on urban slum
areas and uncontrolled settlements.
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ANNEX

SELECTED INDICATORS ON CULTURE, INFORMATION, COMMUNICATIONS,
ARMED CONFLICTS AND MILITARY BUILD-UP



-30-

I. Selected indicators on culture information and communication
\

The progress achieved in social development and the quality of life can be measured
by the coverage of basic social needs as well as the assistance received by vulnerable groups.
This section presents a brief analysis on the level of information, communication and culture
since modern communications are considered critical to scientific and technological advances
and their rapid diffusion. It is also a powerful force for social change. The electronic
information and communications revolution covers almost all activities and is spreading first
in industrial countries and later in developing countries. Developments in mass media and
telecommunications as well as ease of moving people and goods have had a significant impact
on the quality of life. In a very short time, Arab societies have absorbed the resulting
quantitative and qualitative changes of transitional revolution and have adjusted their lifestyles
to the established way of doing things in work and leisure and in social and family life. They
are getting more and more dependent on these modern products and/or systems.

A complex network of varying channels of information and entertainment is emerging
with the spread of newspapers and other forms of printed information; radio and TV
transmission; telephone networks and telephone-based electronic communications (such as fax
machines); and improvements in transport. There has been tremendous improvement in radio
and TV coverage in all countries of the ESCWA region during the period 1975-1991. If the
number of radios and television receivers per 1,000 persons were used as the criterion of
accessibiliy, table 24 indicates that, on average, the situation is more than two to three times
better for radios and TV in almost all countries of the ESCWA region. Some individual
countries have made much more visible development during the same period. For instance,
the rate of radio receivers per 1,000 persons was only 20 in Oman in 1975, but it increased
to 637 in 1991. In both Egypt and Iraq (the countries with the two largest populations in the
region), the rate has also tripled. Regarding TV receivers, in Egypt in 1975, the rate was only
17 per 1,000 persons compared to 116 per 1,000 persons in 1991. Again, Oman is a unique
case as the factor of increase of television receivers from 1975 to 1990 is 232 (from 3.3/1,000
to 766/1,000).

A similar trend is found for circulation of newspapers and other printed materials. In
all countries of the region, the circulation of newspapers per 1,000 persons has increased
during 1975-1991. For instance, the rate in Egypt was 30 in 1975 compared to 57 in 1990.
In the United Arab Emirates, it was 20 in 1975 in contrast to 157 in 1990. However, in some
countries such as Bahrain, Lebanon, Oman, Saudi Arabia, and Yemen, the increase is
marginal (see table 24). Circulation of daily newspapers has increased moderately at the
ESCWA regional level during the same period, in comparison to the availability of radios and
television. The pace of distribution of radios and TV is significant to the extent of nearly
universal coverage in some countries of the region in 1991.

The current situation regarding communication, information and transportation is found
in table 25. There are disparities among individual ESCWA countries. For instance, Egypt
(with relatively low per capita GNP) has a higher rate of newspaper circulation than Oman,;
on the other hand, Oman has much higher rates of radios and television receivers. The
average number of people served by one post office in the United Arab Emirates is three
times as high as that of Egypt, which is poorer and has a high population density.
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II. Selected indicators on armed conflicts and military build-up

Armed conflicts destroy the lives and livelihoods of human beings. Peace is an
essential human need and the foundation for healthy societies and social development. The
ESCWA region is striving to meet the challenge of ending the fifty year old Arab-Israeli
conflict and establishing regional peace and stability. For the past few decades, the region
has been the stage of many wars and armed conflicts, both internal and external. Besides the
four Arab-Israeli wars, it is presently confronted by the long-lasting consequences of the Iran-
Iraq war, the Gulf crisis/war, and civil strife in some countries, such as Lebanon. Military
spending in the region, by any reasonable estimate, is enormous. The high rate of growth of
military expenditure and of arms transfers has meant that, for many countries of the ESCWA
region, the military build-up has been taking a greater share of total resources.

The effect of military spending on the economy and on social programmes is
considerably more complicated than that of a simple misuse of available resources which
otherwise could have been allocated for productive investment in socio-economic
development. It is destructive to human beings, it is non-productive to human development,
and it aggravates the marginalization of special groups. Given the desire to assure continued
improvement in living standards and social services, military spending is an increasing burden
for the economies of the countries of the ESCWA region. In the poorer ESCWA countries,
the choice between socio-economic development and armament is perhaps most clearly made
in the allocation of foreign exchange to military budgets at the expense of other imports. In
terms of industrialization, the defense industries place disproportionately heavy demands on
skilled workers and on scientists and engineers, and thus have negative effects on human
development and the development of consumer-and export-oriented industries in the ESCWA
region. It is assumed that the total military expenditure in the ESCWA region amounts to
more than one third of the total military expenditure of all developing countries together.!

As indicated in table 26, military expenditures at the regional level have expanded
during the past 30 years and the military build-up is still continuing. Out of five reporting
countries, military spending as a percentage of GDP has increased in all except two (Jordan
and Egypt) from 1960 to 1990: in Iraq, from 8.7 per cent to 20 percent; in Saudi Arabia,
from 5.7 per cent to 17.7 per cent and in the Syrian Arab Republic from 7.9 per cent to
13 per cent. This indicates that the resources allocated to military build-up have increased
significantly in those countries.

As for the choice between military build-up and improvement of social services,
military expenditure as a percentage of combined education and health expenditures can serve
as the indicator. Out of eight reporting countries, an improvement has been made in four
(Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, and the Syrian Arab Republic), as their rates decreased from 1977
to 1990. This indicates that in those counties, fewer resources are allocated today for military
build-up relative to spending on social services. However, this is caused by the significant
improvement in spending on social services in these countries and does not necessarily imply
military budget cuts or disarmament. However, in Bahrain, Iraq, Saudi Arabia and the United

1 ynited Nations, 1985 Report on the World Social Situation (ST/ESA/165), New York, United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.85.IV.2.
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Arab Emirates, the situation worsened during the same period. For instance, in Iraq, military
spending was only 212 per cent of the combined education and health spending of the country
in 1977; by 1990 it had increased to 511 per cent. Thus, priority has been given to military
spending at the expense of social services. In 1960, public expenditure on education as a
percentage of GNP was 5.8 per cent in contrast with 5.1 per cent in 1988-1990.

Furthermore, in 1990, military spending by individual countries as a percentage of
GDP ranged from 4.6 per cent (Egypt) to 20 per cent (Iraq). It was 5.0 per cent in Bahrain,
10.9 per cent in Jordan, 6.5 per cent in Kuwait, 15.8 per cent in Oman, 17.7 per cent in Saudi
Arabia, 13.0 per cent in the Syrian Arab Republic and 4.7 per cent in the United Arab
Emirates. Compared to developed countries, the rates are significantly high; the equivalent
rates are 1.0 per cent for Japan, 2.0 per cent for Canada, 2.8 per cent for Germany, 5.6 per
cent for the United States of America and 8.4 per cent for Israel.? Economically, as few
ESCWA countries have competitive domestic arms industries and so must depend on imports,
there is very little economic benefit in terms of possible production for export or technical
development. As mentioned before, the social costs are manifold, particularly in terms of
human development and improvement in the standards of living.

® United Nations Development Programme, (UNDP) , Human Development Report 1993, New York,
Oxford University Press, 1993.
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Table 3. Social trends in the countries of the ESCWA region.

Average annual GNP per capita Dept service as
Life expectancy growth rate of average annual % of exports of
urban population (%) growth rate (%) goods and services
1960 1990 1965-80 1980-90 1965-80 1980-89 1970 1989
Bahrain NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Egypt 46 60 29 31 28 28 38 17
Iraq 49 65 53 43 NA NA NA NA
Jordan 47 67 53 44 58 -3 4 15
Kuwait 60 73 8.2 45 0.6 -21 NA NA
Lebanon 60 66 46 1.1 NA NA NA NA
Oman 40 66 8.1 79 9 53 NA NA
Qatar NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Saudi Arabia 44 65 8.5 5.6 4 59 NA NA
Syria 50 66 45 43 5.1 -24 11 19
United Arab Emirates 53 70 189 4.1 NA 8.2 NA NA
Yemen 36 51 6.4 71 NA NA NA 17

Source: United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), The State of the World's Children 1992.
New York, 1992. ISBN 0-19-262228-5
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Table 13. Sex ratios (number of males per 100 females) in the ESCWA
region for the 60-plus population in 1995, 2010 and 2025.

1995 2010 2025

World 82.10 84.60 86.30
ESCWA region 95.50 95.40 96.60
Bahrain N/A N/A N/A

Democratic Yemen 84.00 76.60 80.10
Egypt 83.00 82.90 87.50
Iraq 91.40 91.50 90.70
Jordan 93.50 87.80 91.80
Kuwait 184.00 183.90 159.70
Lebanon 86.80 76.40 68.40
Oman 105.40 121.10 105.60
Qatar 216.60 252.90 251.60
Saudi Arabia 101.10 121.60 139.80
Syrian Arab Republic 88.40 81.60 88.90
United Arab Emirates 233.30 372.70 296.50
Yemen 82.30 60.70 61.30

Source: ESCWA calculations based on World Demographic Estimates

and Projections, 1950-2025 (ST/ESA/SER.R/79), United Nations,

New York, 1988.



Table 14. Marital status for the elderly, by sex, in selected ESCWA countries.
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Year  Age group Sex Never Married %  Divorced %  Widowed %
Married %

Bahrain 1981 50+ M 4.30 89.80 2.20 3.70
(Bahrainis & non-Bahrainis) F 2.05 51.50 4.60 47.90
Total 3.40 73.40 3.10 20.20

Egypt 1976 60+ M 4.80 84.60 0.60 9.90
F 5.40 29.90 0.80 63.80

Total 5.10 56.60 0.70 37.50

Iraq 1977 60+ M 3.20 86.40 0.80 9.60
F 1.70 43.70 1.20 53.40

Total 2.40 64.80 1.00 31.80

Jordan 1979 60+ M 1.60 88.30 0.60 9.50
F 1.70 41.50 1.30 55.50

Total 1.70 65.90 0.90 31.60

Kuwait 1985 60+ M 1.90 89.60 0.90 7.60
(Kuwaitis & non-Kuwaitis) F 1.40 30.20 2,70 65.70
Total 1.60 62.50 1.80 34.10

Qatar 1986 60+ M 4.60 88.90 1.50 4.90
F 4.00 36.00 4.10 55.90

Total 4.40 69.70 2.40 23.50

Syrian Arab Republic 1981 60+ M 2.00 88.60 0.40 9.00
F 2.70 49.70 0.80 46.80

Total 2.30 69.80 0.60 27.30

United Arab Emirates 1975 60+ M 4.00 82.10 4.20 9.70
F 1.30 28.60 4.40 65.70

Total 2.90 59.60 4.30 33.20

Source: Yahya El-Haddad, "Aging in the ESCWA region” (unpublished), table 6, p. 27
(ESCWA calculations based on national censuses).
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Table 16. Rate of economic activity for the 60

-70-

-plus population in Western Asia.

19 95 20 10 20 25
Male Female Male Female Male Female
World 60-64 62.16 18.06 59.06 14.74 55.38 11.65
65+ 29.60 6.58 25.00 5.19 19.93 3.75
Western Asia 60-64 65.95 21.93 61.62 16.70 58.44 14.36
65+ 34.09 9.49 24.92 5.77 19.51 3.58
Bahrain 60-64 N/A
65+ N/A
Democratic Yemen 60-64 71.77 7.36 64.97 8.09 61.56 8.89
65+ 33.99 2.56 22.74 2.51 17.09 2.47
Egypt 60-64 67.63 2.20 60.60 2.41 55.99 2.65
65+ 27.19 0.93 18.62 0.92 13.00 0.90
Iraq 60-64 68.82 15.33 65.62 14.41 64.00 13.05
65+ 38.86 7.22 28.25 5.20 23.89 3.25
Jordan 60-64 74.94 1.10 71.13 1.21 70.09 1.33
65+ 30.58 0.49 25.76 0.48 23.00 0.47
Kuwait 60-64 66.65 8.35 66.30 8.49 66.10 8.37
65+ 31.34 2.75 29.82 1.98 29.07 1.29
Lebanon 60-64 65.15 8.99 63.36 8.05 62.34 7.52
65+ 31.72 2.56 26.39 1.56 23.35 0.97
Oman 60-64 67.73 3.96 60.47 4.34 55.40 4.78
65+ 42.12 2.85 29.59 2.80 20.25 2.75
Qatar 60-64 77.12 5.50 76.55 5.56 76.23 5.45
65+ 34.21 1.97 32.10 1.42 30.90 0.88
Saudi Arabia 60~-64 67.67 5.28 60.60 5.79 55.66 6.37
65+ 37.85 2.56 26.22 2.51 18.09 2.47
Syrian Arab Republic 60-64 70.61 6.05 66.18 6.64 64.23 7.30
65+ 34.38 2.65 24.72 2.61 20.45 2.56
United Arab Emirates 60-64 74.65 3.74 73.78 3.74 73.29 3.63
65+ 32.86 1.57 29.89 1.13 28.20 0.71
Yemen 60-64 75.08 7.14 69.40 7.84 62.71 8.62
65+ 54.65 4.42 45.13 4.35 34.34 4.27

Source: World Demographic Estimate

United Nations, New York, 1988.

s and Projections, 1950-2025 (ST/ESA/SER.R/79),
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Table 18. Number and percentage distribution of handicapped
and total population in Jordan by age group.

Age group Handicapped To tal
No. % No. %

0-4 1546 8.3 386237 19.2

5-9 4660 249 351478 17.5
10-14 3836 20.5 300506 14.9
15-19 2025 10.8 225408 11.2
20-24 894 4.8 142709 7.1
25-29 548 2.9 102041 5.1
30-34 565 3.0 96179 4.8
35-39 515 2.7 92101 46
40-44 518 2.8 81569 4.1
45-49 462 2.5 64171 3.2
50-54 439 2.3 49866 2.5
55-59 387 2.1 35072 1.7

60+ 2334 12.5 83714 4.2
Total 18729 100.0 2011051 100.0

Source: United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia,
Social Statistics and Indicators in the ESCWA Region, December 1989
(E/TESCWA/SD/89/8). pp.69.
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Table 19. Percentage distribution of handicapped population in Al-yarmouk
camp, Palestine by age group and type of handicap.

Table A . Percentage distribution of male handicapped population in Al-Yarmouk camp, Palestine

by age group and type of handicap.
Age group Blind Deaf and Loss of Loss of Loss of Loss of Paralysis Mental Other Handicapped Total
Dumb upper imb  upper limbs  lower imb lower mbs handicap populstion  populstion

00-04 22 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 38 0.0 27 20 155
05-09 22 139 00 114 0.0 0.0 94 134 54 75 139
10-14 133 141 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.0 149 101 115 13.2
15-19 6.7 1.1 231 1.1 0.0 143 17.0 194 18.2 155 127
20-24 1.1 222 77 222 15.0 143 123 13.4 176 15.1 109
25-29 44 139 0.0 0.0 100 286 9.4 149 6.8 91 8.1
30-34 89 56 77 141 10.0 143 28 75 34 53 5.1
35-39 22 28 77 0.0 250 0.0 28 3.0 34 40 45
40-44 22 28 154 1.1 15.0 143 38 9.0 41 6.5 41
45-49 22 0.0 15.4 111 0.0 0.0 38 30 6.1 42 36
50-54 44 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.0 0.0 47 0.0 34 29 25
55-69 6.7 28 154 0.0 15.0 0.0 28 15 47 44 20
60-64 0.0 28 77 0.0 50 143 28 0.0 47 31 15
65-69 6.7 28 0.0 0.0 5.0 0.0 19 0.0 0.7 18 08
70+ 26.7 83 0.0 111 0.0 0.0 6.6 0.0 88 8.0 16

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Total 10.0 8.0 29 20 44 16 235 149 328 100.0

Table B. Per: g ibution of female pped population in A-Yarmouk camp, Palestine

by age group and type of handicap.
Age group Blind Deaf and Loss of Loss of Loss of Loss of Paralysis Mental Other Handicapped Total
Dumb upperkimb upperlimbs lower limb  lower limbs handicap popuistion  population
00-04 9.1 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 15.9 0.0 56 73 16.3
05-09 45 16.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.3 14.0 125 105 14.4
10-14 45 133 50.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 111 140 56 97 140
15-19 45 26.7 0.0 0.0 333 333 206 220 19.4 19.8 129
20-24 136 133 0.0 0.0 333 0.0 63 220 125 13.0 10.4
25-29 9.1 33 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 79 120 69 17 69
30-34 45 33 50.0 0.0 0.0 333 6.3 40 42 53 47
35-39 45 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 32 4.0 14 24 41
40-44 45 33 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 56 24 35
45-49 45 10.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 79 20 28 49 38
50-54 45 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 14 08 26
55-59 45 33 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 16 20 28 24 18
60-64 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 16 0.0 69 24 17
65-69 45 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 32 0.0 28 20 1.0
70+ 227 6.7 0.0 0.0 333 333 79 4.0 97 93 1.8
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Total 89 121 08 08 1.2 12 2565 20.2 29.1 100.0

Table C. Percentage distribution of total handicapped population in Al-Yarmouk, Palestine
by age group and type of handicap.

Age group Blind Deaf and Loss of Loss of Loss of Loss of Paralysis Mental Other Handicapped Total
Dumb upper limb  upperlimbs  lowsr limb  lower limbs handicap population  population
00-04 45 0.0 0.0 18.2 0.0 0.0 83 0.0 36 39 15.9
05-08 3.0 16.2 0.0 9.1 0.0 0.0 83 13.7 7.7 86 142
10-14 104 121 6.7 0.0 0.0 00 14.2 145 86 109 136
15-19 6.0 18.2 200 9.1 43 200 183 205 18.6 17.0 128
20-24 119 18.2 6.7 18.2 174 10.0 10.1 174 159 143 10.7
25-29 6.0 9.1 0.0 0.0 8.7 200 8.9 137 68 86 75
30-34 75 45 133 9.1 87 20.0 41 6.0 36 53 49
35-39 3.0 15 6.7 0.0 217 0.0 3.0 34 27 34 43
40-44 30 3.0 133 9.1 13.0 10.0 24 5.1 45 4.4 38
45-49 30 45 133 91 0.0 0.0 53 26 5.0 44 37
50-54 45 0.0 0.0 9.1 0.0 0.0 3.0 0.0 27 21 25
55-69 6.0 30 133 0.0 13.0 0.0 24 17 41 37 19
60-64 0.0 15 6.7 0.0 43 10.0 24 0.0 55 29 16
65-69 6.0 15 0.0 0.0 43 0.0 24 00 14 19 09
70+ 254 76 0.0 9.1 43 10.0 71 1.7 9.1 85 17
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Total 9.6 95 21 16 33 14 242 16.8 315 100.0

Source: United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Westem Asia, Social Statistics and
Indicators in the ESCWA Region, December 1989 (E/ESCWA/SD/89/8). pp. 128.
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Table 20. Percentage distribution of handicapped population (10 years old and over)
in Syria by education attainment and type of handicap.

N -~

-

Table A. Percentage distribution of handi pped male popul
by educational attainment and type of handicap.

ion (10 years old and over) in Syria

Educational Blind Deaf and With Without With Without Paralyzed Mentally Other Handicapped Total
Attainment mute one amm amms one leg legs retarded population  population
llliterate 74.35 7414 38.37 34.37 4452 2864 49.56 81.10 49.02 60.51 21.95
Read and write 14.03 16.09 31.44 29.01 30.05 29.95 2474 10.71 27.79 20.96 31.52
Subtotal 88.38 90.22 69.80 63.38 74.57 58.59 7431 - 91.80 76.82 81.48 53.47
Primary 6.44 6.63 18.10 18.03 14.79 25.37 16.52 488 14.83 11.56 26.35
Intermediate 233 1.62 6.10 592 479 7.20 5.38 1.64 417 3.58 9.32
Secondary 1.79 0.78 3.77 7.32 3.70 475 270 1.02 2.86 221 6.63
Vocat./Tech. diploma 0.20 0.20 093 282 0.87 1.80 0.36 0.26 0.56 0.42 1.63
University and Masters 0.79 0.46 1.24 254 1.28 213 0.63 0.36 0.67 0.68 248
Doctorate 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.01 0.03 0.03 0.09
Subtotal 11.59 9.70 30.14 36.62 25.43 41.24 25.65 8.17 23.13 18.48 46.50
Not stated 0.03 0.07 0.05 0.00 0.00 0.16 0.04 0.03 0.05 0.04 0.03
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
Table B. Percentage distribution of handicapped female population (10 years old and over) in Syria

by educational attainment and type of handicap.
Educational Blind Deaf and With Without With Without Paralyzed Mentally Other Handicapped Total
Attainment mute one arm ams one leg legs retarded population  population
lliterate 87.60 85.60 65.45 62.08 71.93 53.60 74.63 90.62 75.39 80.50 54.53
Read and write 5.88 8.90 15.53 17.42 12,94 19.41 12.00 5.16 12.03 9.70 20.17
Subtotal 93.48 94.49 80.98 79.49 84.86 73.01 86.62 95.78 87.42 90.20 74.70
Primary 425 3.68 12.04 13.20 8.28 16.08 8.63 237 7.90 6.19 15.16
Intermediate 1.27 1.00 3.65 253 3.10 5.91 3.04 0.99 241 2.02 553
Secondary 0.76 0.67 222 281 207 296 1.28 047 1.47 1.09 2.88
Vocat./Tech. diploma 0.08 0.06 0.48 0.84 0.91 0.92 0.18 0.21 0.31 0.22 1.09
University and Masters 0.13 0.06 063 1.12 0.78 1.1 0.21 0.17 0.31 0.23 0.59
Doctorate 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01
Subtotal 6.50 5.47 19.02 20.51 15.14 26.99 13.33 4.22 12.40 9.75 2527
Not stated 0.02 0.04 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.04 0.00 0.18 0.05 0.03
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
Table C. Percentage distribution of total handicapped population (10 years old and over) in Syria

by educational attainment and handicap.

Educational Blind Deaf and With Without With Without Paralyzed Mentally Other Handicapped Total
Attainment mute one arm ams one leg legs retarded population  population
lliiterate 79.96 79.01 45.03 48.24 51.67 40.36 58.95 84.44 57.82 67.95 37.88
Read and write 10.58 13.03 27.52 23.21 25.58 25.00 19.97 8.76 2253 16.77 25.97
Subtotal 90.54 92.04 72.55 71.45 77.25 65.36 78.92 93.20 80.35 84.72 63.85
Primary 5.51 5.38 16.61 15.61 13.09 21.01 13.57 4.00 12.52 9.56 20.88
Intermediate 1.88 1.36 5.50 422 435 6.60 4.51 1.41 3.58 3.00 7.47
Secondary 1.35 0.73 3.39 5.06 3.27 3.91 217 0.83 240 1.79 4.80
Vocat./Tech. diploma 0.15 0.14 0.82 1.83 0.88 1.39 0.29 0.24 0.48 0.35 1.36
University and Masters 0.51 0.29 1.09 1.83 1.15 1.65 0.47 0.29 0.55 0.51 1.56
Doctorate 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.05
Subtotal 9.43 7.90 27.41 28.55 2275 34.55 21.04 6.78 198.55 15.23 36.12
Not stated 0.03 0.06 0.04 0.00 0.00 0.09 0.04 0.02 0.10 0.0 0.03
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

Source: United Nations Economic and Social Commission for
in the ESCWA Region, December 1989 (E/JESCWA/!
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Western Asia, Social Statistics and Indicators

SD/89/8). pp. 147.
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Table 21. Percentage distribution of handicapped population (1€ years old and over)

in Syria by employment status and type of handicap.

Table A. Percentage distribution of handicapped male population (10 years old and over) in Syria
by employment status and type of handicap.

Employment status Blind Deaf and With Without With Without Paralysed Mentaily Cther Handicapped Tota!
mute one arm ams one leg legs retarded population  population
Self employed 6.77 12.79 19.39 16.49 15.48 10.80 477 0.00 17.80 9.36 16.56
Employer 1.10 1.70 2.38 3.94 2.47 3.27 0.83 0.00 2.33 1.36 2.69
Employee paid in wages 12.23 26.05 29.89 35.49 21.92 25.20 9.71 0.00 26.18 16.01 39.06
Employee paid in kind 0.06 0.29 0.21 0.00 0.18 0.00 0.06 0.00 0.29 0.14 0.23
Unpaid family worker 0.62 6.57 217 1.4 1.92 2.95 0.99 0.00 227 1.97 413
Other unpaid worker 0.02 0.04 0.056 0.56 0.09 0.00 0.04 0.00 0.07 0.04 0.06
Not stated 0.44 0.39 0.78 0.00 0.82 0.49 0.37 0.00 0.60 0.4 0.30
Subtotal 21.24 47.84 54.86 56.90 42.88 42.72 16.77 0.00 49.53 29.30 63.02
Seeking work 1th ime 1.51 7.18 3.31 3.94 1.96 3.27 1.70 0.00 2.82 2.54 1.95
Not EAP. 77.26 44.98 41.83 39.15 55.16 54.01 81.54 100.00 47.64 68.17 35.03
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
Table B. Percentage distribution of handicapped female population (10 years old and over) in Syria
by employment status and type of handicap.
Employment status Blind Deaf and With Without With Without Paralysed Mentally Other Handicapped Total
mute one arm arms one leg legs retarded population  population
Self employed 0.28 0.90 0.63 0.91 0.91 0.37 0.62 0.00 0.98 0.58 0.68
Employer 0.02 0.10 0.00 0.13 0.13 0.18 0.03 0.00 0.06 0.056 0.06
Employee paid in wages 1.16 219 3.17 4.21 4.27 499 1.42 0.00 3.23 1.84 3.98
Employee paid in kind 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.01 0.01
Unpaid family worker 0.17 1.94 174 0.84 0.78 1.85 0.16 0.00 0.82 0.67 1.39
Other unpaid worker 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.02 0.01 0.02
Not stated 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01
Subtotal 1.63 5.19 5.55 5.90 6.08 7.39 225 0.00 5.13 3.17 6.15
Seeking work 1th time 0.23 0.74 0.32 0.28 0.39 0.55 0.32 0.00 0.45 0.36 0.25
Not EAP. 98.14 94.06 94.14 93.82 93.53 92.05 97.43 100.00 94.43 96.47 93.59
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
Table C. Percentage distribution of total handicapped population (10 years old and over) in Syria
by employment status and type of handicap.
Employment status Blind Deaf and With Without With Without Paralysed Mentally Other Handicapped Total
mute one am arms one leg legs retarded population  population
Self employed 4,02 7.74 14.78 8.02 11.68 5.90 3.21 0.00 12.19 6.10 8.80
Employer 0.65 1.02 1.79 2.1 1.86 1.82 0.53 0.00 1.57 0.87 1.41
Employee paid in wages 7.54 15.90 23.31 19.83 17.31 156.71 6.61 0.00 18.52 10.74 21.¢1
Employee paid in kind 0.04 0.18 0.16 0.00 0.13 0.00 0.04 0.00 0.20 0.09 0.12
Unpaid family worker 0.43 4.60 2.07 1.13 1.62 2.43 0.68 0.00 1.78 1.49 2.79
Other unpaid worker 0.01 0.03 0.04 0.28 0.07 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.05 0.03 0.04
Not stated 0.25 0.23 0.58 0.00 0.61 0.26 0.23 0.00 0.40 0.26 0.16
Subtotal 12.93 29.70 42,73 31.36 33.28 26.13 11.33 0.00 34.72 19.58 35.22
Seeking work 1th time 0.97 4.44 2.57 2.1 1.55 2.00 1.18 0.00 2.03 1.73 1.12
Not EAP. 86.10 65.86 54.70 66.53 65.17 71.88 87.49 100.00 63.25 78.69 63.66
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

Source: United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, Social Statistics
and Indicatiors in the ESCWA Region, December 1989 (E/ESCWA/SD/89/8). pp150.
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Table 22. Number and percentage distribution of handicapped population (13 years
old and over) in the East Bank of Jordan by age group and marital status.

Table A. Number and percentage distribution of male handicapped population (13 years old and over)
in the East Bank by age group and marital status.

Age group Single Married Divorced Widowed Total Single Married Divorced Widowed Total
Number Percentage
13-14 477 1 0 0 478 16.45 0.06 0.00 0.00 9.77
15-19 1019 4 0 0 1023 35.15 0.22 0.00 0.00 20.91
20-24 562 35 3 0 600 19.39 1.95 6.25 0.00 12.26
25-29 264 80 8 1 353 9.1 4.46 16.67 0.67 7.22
30-34 1562 81 9 2 244 524 4.51 18.75 1.33 4.99
35-39 129 138 5 0 272 4.45 7.69 10.42 0.00 5.56
40-44 99 142 7 0 248 3.41 7.91 14.58 0.00 5.07
45-49 58 126 3 2 189 2.00 7.02 6.25 1.33 3.86
50-54 37 189 3 7 236 1.28 10.53 6.25 4.67 4.82
55-59 23 125 3 6 167 0.79 6.96 6.25 4.00 3.21
60-64 20 203 2 17 242 0.69 11.31 417 11.33 4.95
65+ 59 671 5 115 850 2.04 37.38 10.42 76.67 17.38
Total 2899 1795 48 160 4892 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

Table B. Number and percentage distribution of female handicapped population (13 years old and over)
in the East Bank by age group and marital status.

Age group Single Married Divorced Widowed Total Single Married Divorced Widowed Total
Number Percentage
13-14 298 0 0 0 298 17.49 0.00 0.00 0.00 10.87
15-19 604 6 3 0 613 35.45 1.34 3.26 0.00 22.36
20-24 309 15 7 1 332 18.13 3.36 7.61 0.20 12.11
25-29 162 17 8 2 189 9.51 3.80 8.70 0.40 6.90
30-34 82 25 6 4 117 4.81 5.69 6.52 0.80 4.27
35-39 71 42 11 7 131 417 9.40 11.96 1.41 478
40-44 49 42 13 12 116 2.88 9.40 14.13 2.4 4.23
45-49 33 49 10 9 101 1.94 10.96 10.87 1.81 3.68
50-54 30 50 13 35 128 1.76 11.19 14.13 7.03 4.67
55-59 12 37 4 18 71 0.70 8.28 4.35 3.61 2.59
60-64 18 44 5 47 114 1.06 9.84 5.43 9.44 416
65+ 36 120 12 363 531 211 26.85 13.04 72.89 19.37
Total 1704 447 92 498 2741 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

Table C. Number and percentage of total handicapped population (13 years old and over)
in the East Bank by age group and marital status.

Age group Single Married Divorced Widowed Total Single Married Divorced Widowed Total
. Number Percentage
13-14 775 1 0 0 776 16.84 0.04 0.00 0.00 10.17
15-19 1623 10 3 0 1636 35.26 0.45 214 0.00 21.43
20-24 871 50 10 1 932 18.92 223 7.14 0.15 12.21
25-29 426 97 16 3 542 9.25 4.33 11.43 0.46 7.10
30-34 234 106 15 6 361 5.08 4.73 10.71 0.93 4.73
35-39 200 180 16 7 403 4.34 8.03 11.43 1.08 5.28
40-44 148 184 20 12 364 3.22 8.21 14.29 1.85 4.77
45-49 91 175 13 11 290 1.98 7.81 9.29 1.70 3.80
50-54 67 239 16 42 364 1.46 10.66 11.43 6.48 477
55-59 35 162 7 24 228 0.76 7.23 5.00 3.70 2.99
60-64 38 247 7 64 356 0.83 11.02 5.00 9.88 4.66
65+ 95 791 17 478 1381 2.06 35.28 1214 73.77 18.09
Total 4603 2242 140 648 7633 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

Source: United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, Social Statistics
and Indicators in the ESCWA Region, December 1989 (E/ESCWA/SD/89/8). pp. 84,
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