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| NTRODUCTI ON
1. Inits resolution 1996/7, the Econonic and Social Council requested the

Secretary-Ceneral to submit to the Conm ssion for Social Devel opnent under the
substantive item"Followup to the World Summit for Social Devel opnent”

inter alia, a report on enmerging issues and trends and new approaches to issues
af fecting social devel opment, including the situation of specific groups. In

t he provisional agenda of the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent for its thirty-
fifth session, as approved by the Council in its decision 1996/243, the
Secretary-CGeneral is further mandated to report, in the context of the above-
mentioned report, on related programe activities of the Secretariat and the
regi onal commi ssions. The present report has been prepared in response to those
mandates with respect to global issues and rel ated programe activities.

Regi onal issues and related United Nations activities are summari zed in an
addendum (E/ CN. 5/ 1997/ 5/ Add. 1) .

. SOC AL DEVELOPMENT

A. Mjor issues and recent devel opnents

2. In the report on this subject prepared two years ago for the Comm ssion for
Soci al Devel oprment, it was enphasi zed that, in a period of rapid change, it was
particularly difficult to identify significant trends and di stinguish transient
fromlasting changes affecting society. |If anything, the pace of change in many
spheres of econony and society has accel erated since then, adding to the
difficulties faced by Governnents in identifying problens and responding with
appropriate policy initiatives.

3. Agai nst a background of the many real changes affecting the everyday life
of citizens, changes in perception have al so gathered pace in all regions of the
world regarding the respective roles in policy of the different social partners
and the various econonic agents in pronoting economc growh, prosperity and the
wel | - bei ng of comuniti es.

4. In countries at different |evels of devel opnment and in different regions,
certain comon concepts on how to manage the econony have nonet hel ess gai ned
ground, with an enphasis on market approaches and privatization. |In the realm

of governnent, different fornms of devolution, decentralization or people
enpower nent are bei ng advocated and experinmented with in many countries and
sectors. No clear consensus has yet energed about the efficacy, yet alone the
soci al acceptance, of those new approaches, which seemto have been determ ned
in |arge nmeasure by subjective factors that can change rapidly. One inportant
phenonmenon that needs close attention is the inpact of globalization - driven by
the dom nant political and comercial interests in a handful of mmjor econonies -
on different societies and on various popul ati on groups.

5. Econom ¢ growth has been concentrated in countries and regions. Rapid
growth in East and Sout h- East Asia has di m nished the incidence of poverty,
supported in some notabl e cases by national policies to target significant
groups living in poverty. The world's poor are increasingly concentrated in
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sub- Saharan Africa, South Asia and sone regions of Latin America, where growth
rates are |ower and distribution patterns nore skewed.

B. Programme activities

6. The World Summit for Social Devel opnent, at the |evel of heads of State or
CGovernment, was the first gathering of Governnments to recognize the significance
of social devel opnent and human well-being for all and to accord the highest
priority to those goals. The Copenhagen Decl aration on Soci al Devel oprent and
Programme of Action reflect a conprehensive perception of social devel opment and
mark the energence of a collective determ nation to treat social devel opment as
the highest priority of national and international policies.

7. The secretariat of the Summit, assisted by the Division for Social Policy
and Devel opnent, Departnent for Policy Coordination and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
of the United Nations Secretariat, provided substantive servicing to the third
session of the Preparatory Commttee for the Sunmt, which was held in New York
from1l6 to 27 January 1995. The Summit secretariat assisted in the preparation
of the draft declaration and programme of action, which were transmtted for
further consideration and adoption by the Sunmit, as well as in the fina
preparations for the Summt, including the accreditation of non-governnmenta
organi zations and the adoption of the provisional agenda and organi zati on of

wor k.

8. Throughout the preparatory process and during the Summt, the Summt
secretariat worked closely with the host Governnent to ensure that facilities
and organi zation at the site nmet the requirenents for a United Nations
conference. |t organized special events, including neetings, synposia, round
t abl es, workshops and panel discussions. Arrangenents were nmade for the |arge
nunber of non-governnental organizations in attendance (nore than 800

organi zations, with nmore than 2,000 representatives).

9. The Sunmt was attended by 186 States; 117 were represented at the |evel of
head of State or Government. The secretariat provided substantive servicing to
the Main Committee to finalize the draft declaration and progranme of action for
approval by the Summt. The Copenhagen Decl aration on Soci al Devel opment and
Programe of Action were adopted by the Summit on 12 March 1995.

10. Since the Summit, the Division for Social Policy and Devel opnent has
continued to provide substantive services to the intergovernnental bodies that
revi ew and appraise the inplementation of the outcome of the Summt, in
particul ar the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent, the Econom c and Soci a
Counci| and the General Assenbly. The Division has prepared docunentation and
policy recomendati ons on social devel opnent issues for consideration by those
bodi es; kept abreast of activities and actions taken by national Governnents,

t he programmes and agencies of the United Nations system and actors of civi
soci ety; and served as a link with non-governnmental organizations for the
nonitoring and i npl enentation of the objectives of the Summt.

11. At the thirty-fourth session of the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent,
di scussion focused on the arrangenents for the inplenentation and foll ow up of

l...
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t he Copenhagen Decl arati on and Programe of Action; a note on that subject was
prepared by the Sunmit secretariat (E/CN.5/1995/8). 1In its resolution 34/4, the
Commi ssion transmitted its views to the Econom c and Social Council on follow up
to the Summt, including recognition that the Conm ssion should have a centra
role, and called for review by the Council of the mandate, agenda and
conposition of the Conm ssion, including an expansion of its menmbership and
annual i zation of its neetings. It also reconmended opening its debates to
experts and the main actors of civil society in the field of social devel oprment.

12. The Summit secretariat organi zed a sem nar on the invol vement of civi
society in the followup to the Summt in 1995. The sem nar brought together
representati ves of Governnments, the United Nations system and non-gover nrent al
organi zations to devel op ideas for the inplenentation of the objectives,

com tnents and policy recomendati ons adopted by the Sunmt.

13. The Economic and Social Council, at its substantive session of 1995, had
before it a note prepared by the Summit secretariat on the inplenentation and
foll owup to the Copenhagen Decl aration on Social Devel opment and the Programre
of Action of the World Summit for Social Devel opnent (E/ 1995/102). The Counci
subsequently adopted resol uti on 1995/ 60 on social developrment, in which it

reaf firmed the recomendation contained in the Progranme of Action that the
Counci | shoul d oversee systemw de coordination of the inplenentation of the
outcone of the Summt.

14. At its fiftieth session, the General Assenbly considered the item

"I npl enentation of the outcome of the Wrld Summt for Social Devel opment”. It
had before it the report of the Secretary-General (A/50/670), which focused on
the supportive role of the intergovernnental bodies and the organi zations of the
United Nations systemin the inplenmentation of the Declaration and the Programme
of Action adopted at Copenhagen. |In its resolution 50/161 of 22 Decenber 1995,
the Assenbly endorsed the Copenhagen Decl arati on and Progranmme of Action.

15. In 1996, the Division for Social Policy and Devel opnent published a
newsletter entitled Summit Plus One (three issues in 1996); the Bulletin on the
Eradi cation of Poverty (two issues); and a special issue of the review Socia
Policy and Social Progress devoted to the Social Summit.

16. The Administrative Conmttee on Coordination, at its second regul ar session
of 1995, established inter-agency task forces to ensure that the United Nations
system effectively provides support for the integrated inplementation at the
country level of the action programres that enmerged fromthe Wrld Summit for
Soci al Devel oprent and ot her recent United Nations conferences. The Division
represented the Departnment for Policy Coordinati on and Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent
in the Task Force on Enpl oynment and Sust ai nabl e Livel i hoods and the Task Force
on Basic Social Services for Al.

17. The Division prepared two reports of the Secretary-Ceneral for the specia
session of the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent held in May 1996 on the future
role of the Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent (E/ CN 5/1996/2) and policy and
programe considerations in the formulation of integrated strategies for poverty
eradi cati on, neeting the basic human needs of all and pronotion of self-reliance
and comunity-based initiatives (E/ CN. 5/1996/3).
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18. During the special session, the Division organi zed three panel discussions,
with invited experts on strategies and actions for the eradication of poverty,
as well as a dialogue with the chairpersons of the inter-agency task forces on
followup to recent major international conferences.

19. The Economic and Social Council, in its decision 1996/208, decided to
invite, on an exceptional basis, all non-governnmental organizations accredited
to the Sutmmt to participate at the special session of the Comm ssion. Sone 100
i ndi vi dual s from 50 non-governnental organizations attended the special session
representing the fullest non-governnmental participation in the history of the
Commi ssion. Throughout the session, the Division facilitated their active
participation in the work of the Conmmi ssion

20. At its fifty-first session, the General Assenbly considered the item

"I npl enentation of the outcome of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent"”, on

the basis of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral (A/51/348). GCeneral debate on
the itemwas held in the plenary and a resol ution was adopted at the end of the
sessi on.

21. In response to General Assenbly resolution 49/110 and to facilitate an
exchange of views in the Econom c and Social Council on a possible programe to
observe the International Year for the Eradication of Poverty (1996), the

Di vision prepared a note for the Council at its substantive session of 1995

(E/ 1995/ 92) containing elenments of a draft programme for the Year

22. Areport of the Secretary-General on the draft programme for the observance
of the Year (A/50/551) was subsequently subnmitted to the General Assenbly,

cl osely based on the Copenhagen Decl aration and Programe of Action. It also
reflected the resolutions and deci sions adopted at the thirty-ninth session of
the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen, the thirty-fourth session of the

Commi ssion for Social Devel opnent, and the third session of the Commi ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent, as well as the results of consultations with the United
Nati ons system and concerned non-governmental organizations.

23. The report el aborated the proposals contained in the above-nentioned note
(E/1995/92), taking into account the observations and suggestions made in
response to a note verbale sent to United Nations Menber States by the
Secretary-Ceneral in June 1995, as well as additional information provided by
entities of the United Nations system other intergovernnental and

non- governmental organi zations. The report identified the objectives,
principles and thenme of the Year, and described najor activities that m ght be
undertaken in observance of the Year. A logo for the International Year for the
Er adi cati on of Poverty was al so created.

24. A nunber of events were organized to publicize the Year. On

18 Decenber 1995, a special cerenpbny at United Nations Headquarters officially

| aunched the Year, in conjunction with a celebration of the United Nations
fiftieth anniversary. In June 1996, the Secretary-General net at Geneva with a
del egation of people living in extreme poverty from 20 countries to discuss the
concerns of the poor. On 17 Cctober 1996, a special cerenmpny highlighting the
Year and the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty was held at United
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Nat i ons Headquarters. The cerenony featured the dedication of a comenorative
stone on the grounds of United Nations Headquarters.

25. Pursuant to CGeneral Assenbly resolution 50/107, a report of the Secretary-
General provided the Assenbly with a summary of action taken by the United
Nations systemin observance of the International Year for the Eradication of
Poverty (A/51/443). The report also provided a description of initiatives taken
within and by the United Nations systemto |lay down the foundation of a |ong-
term programre of support for the goals and objectives of the first United
Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (1997-2006). It also contained
suggesti ons and recomendati ons for specific activities for each year of the
Decade.

26. There is growi ng recognition that devel opment policy shoul d address not
only conditions for efficient and sustained growth but |ivelihood and well -bei ng
as well. Economc and social issues are increasingly being seen | ess as

di screte dinensions and nore as particul ar perspectives on devel opment. From
the soci al perspective, devel opment policies should address both social and
econom c variables, as well as the inplications of planned objectives and
instruments for levels of living, enpowernent and social solidarity.

27. In the light of the observed shifts in devel opnent phil osophy and
approaches, the Division for Social Policy and Devel opnent, in cooperation with
the Staff Devel opnent Service of the United Nations, organized workshops on the
soci al perspective on devel opnent during 1995 and 1996, involving staff at

Uni ted Nations Headquarters and, by correspondence, staff away from Headquarters
and a sel ect group of academ cs, policy analysts and governnmental officials.

The 1995 sem nar consi dered approaches to policy formulation and eval uati on from
the social perspective, and the 1996 wor kshop, in the light of the observation
of the International Year for the Eradication of Poverty, exam ned socially
sensitive and gender-responsi ve approaches to policy design and evaluation to
poverty eradication.

28. The wor kshops draw upon joint work between the Division for Social Policy
and Devel opnent and the Devel opnent Planning Unit of University College, London
on strengthening national capacities for policy design and evaluation fromthe
soci al perspective. As described in the nonograph Socially Sensitive Policies
in the Context of Structural Adjustment: A Training Mnual,! the work was
initially concerned with the social dinmension of structural adjustnent, and has
since being applied to a wider range of priority clusters.

29. The Division has published a technical docunment entitled "Prevention of
suicide: guidelines for the formulation and inplenentation of nationa

strategi es". The docunent resulted from coll aboration anong the Division, the
Division of Mental Health of the Wrld Health Organi zati on (WHO) and the Cal gary
VWHO Col | aborating Centre for Research and Training in Mental Health in the
hol di ng of an international expert nmeeting on guidelines for the formulation and
i mpl ement ati on of conprehensive national strategies for the prevention of
sui ci dal behavi our and the provision of supportive and rehabilitative services
to persons at risk and to other affected persons, in May 1993. The above-
nentioned techni cal docunent includes the report of the neeting, a conprehensive
set of guidelines and a case study of a national strategy to prevent suicide.

l...
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The case study is the only known exanple of a national strategy that attenpts,
within an integrated approach, to identify the functions of all rel evant
institutions, public and private.

30. Pursuant to CGeneral Assenbly resolution 47/90, the Division has continued
to act as focal point and catalyst for United Nations activities related to the
pronoti on and support of the international cooperative nmovenent. The Division
has assisted the secretariats of the World Sunmt for Social Devel opnent, the
Fourth World Conference on Wonen and the United Nations Conference on Human
Settlenents (Habitat Il1) in giving due consideration to the role of
cooperatives. The conferences acknow edged the inportance of the cooperative
sector, and nmade reference to the cooperative novenent in the commtnents and
strategi es adopted. In cooperation with other nenbers of the Commttee for the
Pronoti on and Advancenent of Cooperatives (COPAC), the Division prepared the
report of the Secretary-General (A/51/267) on the status and role of
cooperatives in the light of new econom c and social trends.

31. The Division represented the United Nations in COPAC and supported the
Committee's various activities. |t co-organized, with the Internationa
Cooperative Alliance (I1CA), a panel discussion on the theme "Partnership between
the United Nations and the international cooperative novenent in the foll ow up

t o Copenhagen, Beijing and Istanbul", held in New York on 1 July 1996.

32. In 1995, on the first Saturday in July, the first United Nations
International Day of Cooperatives was observed in accordance with Genera
Assenbly resolution 47/90. "Cooperative enterprise: enpowernment for peopl e-
centred sustai nabl e devel opnent" was the thene chosen by the Division and | CA
for joint observance of the Day in 1996.

33. The Division has prepared the major publication entitled Cooperative
Enterprise in the Health and Social Care Sectors: A G obal Survey. The Survey
provi des information on how needs for health care and social services are being
met effectively and affordably through a variety of cooperative arrangenents.

1. YOQUTH

A. Mjor issues and recent devel opnents

34. There has been sone inprovenent in the situation of youth since the
observance of International Youth Year (1985), such as increased attendance by
young wonen in tertiary |evel education, increased health services for youth,
and increased opportunities for youth to vote and participate in the politica
processes of many countries. At the sane tine, however, young people continue
to encounter difficulties to find and enter productive enploynment; youth

unenpl oynent remains a chronic problemin nmany countries, and unenpl oynent rates
anong youth are much higher than rates for adults throughout the world. In

i ndustrialized countries, the unenploynent rate of the 15-24 age group in 1993
was estimated by the International Labour Organization (ILO to be 17 per cent
for young wonen and 16 per cent for young nen, conpared with figures of

8.2 per cent and 7 per cent for all wonmen and nmen, respectively. |n devel oping
countries, ILO has indicated that avail able data suggests a simlar pattern
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The countries with economies in transition are experiencing sinmlar problens.
Consequently, the world has wi tnessed the energence of sizeable groups of young
persons detached fromthe econom ¢ mai nstream and caught in the webs of poverty.

35. Young people in sone parts of the world continue to suffer frompoor health
as a result of societal conditions, including such factors as customary
attitudes and harnful traditional practices, and in sone cases as a result of
their own actions. A nunber of Governnents have taken action to provide basic
heal th services for youth; pronote good sanitation and hygi ene practices anbng
yout h; devel op health education and accessible, avail able and affordable primary
heal th care services (including services related to sexual and reproductive
health and rel evant education in those fields, such as information about
sexual ly transm tted di seases, such as human i munodefi ci ency virus/acquired

i mmunodefi ci ency syndrome (H V/AIDS)); elimnate sexual abuse of young peopl €;
and conbat nalnutrition anong young peopl e.

36. According to WHO the worldwide daily rate of new infections with HV is
over 6,000 people. |In nany countries, 60 per cent of new infections are found
anong young people. Young wonen are twice as likely to be infected as young
nmen. The group nost vulnerable in terns of absolute nunmbers is single-partner
nmarri ed wonen, who are exposed to infection by sexually prom scuous husbands.

37. In addition, the incidence of unwanted pregnancies, especially teenage
pregnancies, is high throughout the world. It was recently estimated that teen
pregnancy rates in the United States of Anerica anpbunt to alnost one mllion
each year. | n nmany devel oping countries, the problemis increasing because of

i nadequat e access for young wonen to educati on about reproductive choices and
fam |y-planni ng services, and young wonen's |lack of control over their
reproductive decisions in unequal sexual partnerships.

38. The provision of sufficient and rel evant educational opportunities for
young people still remains a serious problem Because of its high cost,
education remains out of reach for many young people. Many educational systens
have not responded adequately to the needs of youth or the general popul ation
Many young people remain unprepared to enter the | abour narket as conpetent and
qualified workers. [|lliteracy anmong youth renains a pervasive problemin many
countries, and is a major issue facing devel opnment planners. But in spite of

t he obstacles, young people are eager to gain access to educational resources
and to use those resources to develop their lives, their comunities and their
countri es.

B. Progranme activities

39. The Youth Unit of the Division for Social Policy and Devel opnent undert ook
five types of activities during the period in question to observe the tenth
anni versary of the United Nations International Youth Year (1985-1995) and to
prepare for the inplenentation of the United Nations Wrld Programe of Action
for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond.
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40. In the field of international cooperation, consultations were held with

representatives of a |arge nunber of non-governnental and intergovernmenta
organi zati ons concerned with youth policies and progranmes.

41. The Division organi zed the second World Youth Forum of the United Nations
System (Vi enna, 25-29 Novenber 1996) bringi ng together approxi mately 500
representati ves of both non-governnental youth organizati ons and

i ntergovernnental youth-rel ated organi zati ons, pursuant to General Assenbly
resol utions 44/59 and 50/81. Among the non-governmental organizations were both
those with formal affiliation or consultative status with the United Nations
system and those that were meeting for the first time under the aegis of the

Uni ted Nations.

42. Six neetings of an International Planning Committee were held to prepare
for the Youth Forum The follow ng youth-rel ated intergovernnmenta

organi zati ons were represented: Association of South-East Asian Nations
Subcommi ttee on Youth, Conmmonwealth Youth Progranme, Council of Europe's

Eur opean Youth Centre and North-South Centre, |bero-Anmerican Youth Organization
I nter-American Devel opnment Bank Youth Forum League of Arab States Division of
Youth and Sports, Organization of African Unity D vision of Children and Yout h,
and the South Pacific Conmission's Division of Youth.

43. Based on replies received from United Nations Menber States, programmes and
agencies of the United Nations system other intergovernnental organizations, as
wel | as non-governmental organizations, the Division submtted a draft world
programe of action for youth to the year 2000 and beyond (A/49/434) to the
General Assenbly at its forty-ninth session and to the Conm ssion for Socia
Devel opnent at its thirty-fourth session (E/CN.5/1995/3). The D vision provided
substantive services to the detail ed negotiations of the Conm ssion, the
Econom ¢ and Social Council and the General Assenbly.

44. The Division also provided substantive services to the plenary neetings of
the General Assenbly, at its fiftieth session, held on the tenth anniversary of
the International Youth Year, to consider the Wirld Programme of Action for
Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond. The special plenary neetings consisted of
statenents by representatives of 51 Menber States, including mnisters
responsi bl e for youth questions and directors of departments and comm ssions on
youth. Representatives of eight international youth non-governnental

organi zati ons spoke in a special segnent on 26 and 27 Cctober 1995.

45. The Division continued to publish the United Nations Youth |Information
Bulletin in English, French and Spani sh, pursuant to General Assenbly resolution
32/ 135 on channel s of comunication with youth and youth organi zati ons, which
contains guidelines for the inprovenent of the channels of comunication between
the United Nations and youth and youth organi zations (see, in particular,

sect. C, "International"). 1In July 1996, the Division began the process of

di ssem nating the Bulletin on-line as part of a new el ectronic network on the
Internet, the United Nations Youth Information Network (UNYIN). UNYIN consists
of two parts: a directory of world youth resources and the interactive Wrld
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Youth Forum Information can be obtained at the following Wrld Wde Wb
address:

http://ww. un. or g/ dpcsd/ dspd/ unyi n. ht n .

46. The Wrld Youth Forumon the Wrld Wde Wb will reflect the 12 basic
wor ki ng groups of the World Youth Forumin which young peopl e can share their

i deas about the youth-related issues discussed: the working groups on education
and | ei sure; enploynent; health and popul ation; hunger and poverty; environnent
and sust ai nabl e devel opnent; human settlenments; drug abuse; crime and juvenile
del i nquency; tol erance, raci smand xenophobia; girls and young wonen; youth
participation and youth rights; and youth and comunications. The Wb site

i ntroduces the objectives, work progranme and participants of the Wrld Youth
Forum and calls for messages to be sent by young peopl e throughout the world.

47. Youth volunteers, interns and experts have begun to work in the United
Nations Youth Unit to service this project. The ideas presented by young peopl e
have been sunmari zed and presented to the relevant working groups at the Wrld
Youth Forum One Wb site has been set up by the Austrian Federal Youth Counci
at :

http://ww. bl ackbox. at / wyf .

This project was al so undertaken by the United Nations Youth Unit's UNYIN and
the United Nations Children's Fund "Voices of youth" project at:

http://ww. uni cef.org

48. The United Nations Youth Fund has continued to provi de seed-nmoney grants in
support of catalytic and innovative action in the field of youth by Governments
and non-governnental youth organi zations. A new enphasis, based on the nandate
of the Programme of Action, is for pilot action, studies and technical exchanges
on issues concerning youth that encourage the participation of youth in devising
and carrying out projects whose short time-frames often nmake it difficult to
obtai n needed support from conventional budgeting processes. During 1995 and
1996, 14 projects were funded by the United Nations Youth Fund. In addition,
the Departnent for Policy Coordination and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent has al | ocat ed
funds to assist the travel and subsistence of youth | eaders of regional youth
non- gover nmental organi zations from Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Latin Anerica
and the Caribbean, and Western Asia to attend the Wrld Youth Forum of the
United Nations systemin Vienna.

49. The Governments of Austria, Denmark and Norway have made financial grants
to assist the travel and subsistence of youth | eaders of non-governnental youth
organi zations fromthe | east devel oped countries to participate in the Wrld
Youth Forum The CGovernment of Sweden has financed the services of an associate
expert on youth to help the Youth Unit prepare for, service and follow up the
Wirld Youth Forumin 1996, with operational projects undertaken on a joint basis
bet ween non-governnental youth organi zations and youth-rel ated organi zati ons and
agencies of the United Nations system The Governnment of the Netherlands has
contributed to foll owup projects of an operational nature, especially to

i mpl ement the United Nations Wrld Progranme of Action for Youth.
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50. Pursuant to the Programme of Action, the existing ad hoc inter-agency
wor ki ng group on youth was convened three tinmes in 1996 in connection with the
World Youth Forum of the United Nations system Those neetings brought together
yout h-rel ated organi zati ons and agencies of the United Nations system and ot her
i ntergovernnental organizations; their prinmary purpose was to di scuss ways and
neans of pronoting the inplenentation of the Programme of Action on a
coor di nat ed basi s.

51. The purposes of the annual inter-agency neeting on youth convened by this
group were to review the progress achi eved and obstacl es encountered in the

i mpl ement ati on of the Programme of Action; assist inter-agency preparation for
the Forum and strengthen inter-agency cooperation on youth at the national
regional and global levels. The first itemconsisted of a review of the status
of the report of the Secretary-General on the inplenentation of the Wrld
Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond; the report of the

I nter- Agency Task Force on Children and Youth in Especially D fficult

C rcunstances; the report of the Inter-Agency Steering Committee on Youth and
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent; the report of the Inter-Agency Wrking G oup on Youth
and Devel opnent; and reports on inter-agency followup on youth issues
pertaining to recent United Nations world conferences concerned with human
settlenents, wonmen, crime prevention and treatnent of offenders, socia

devel opnent, popul ati on and devel opnent, hunman rights, and environment and
sust ai nabl e devel opnment (1992-1996).

1. ACElI NG

A. Mjor issues and recent devel opnents

52. Recent thinking on the question of ageing has focused on the participation
and integration of ol der persons in society.

53. The World Sunmt for Social Devel opment pronoted the concept of a society
for all. 1In that context, "Towards a society for all ages" was established as
the overall theme for the International Year of O der Persons, 1999 (as set out
in the conceptual framework of a programme for the preparati on and observance of
the International Year of O der Persons in 1999 (A/50/114)).

54. The purpose of adopting that theme was to draw attention to integrating

ol der persons and devel oping their potential to benefit society, while al so
ensuring that care is available for frail older persons. It therefore pronotes
an approach that will utilize the skills and ability of ol der persons to inprove
both their own financial and social positions, and their ability to contribute
to society.

55. The theme "Towards a society for all ages" has stinul ated w despread
interest, and is being taken up in studies, conferences, and practica
initiatives in observance of the Year. The end result should be an age-
integrated society, in which ageing issues are mainstreaned into devel opnent

pl anni ng, the early stages of life are adjusted for |ongevity, intergenerationa
arrangenents are adjusted for popul ati on agei ng, and the needs of the old and
frail are fully net
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56. Wiile debate is under way on exactly what constitutes a society for al
ages, work continues on the situation of ol der persons, guided by the two
principal texts of the United Nations progranmme on ageing: the Internationa

Pl an of Action on Ageing and the United Nations Principles for O der Persons.
Pronotion of the Principles for dder Persons into policy, progranmes and
actions has been designated the overall objective of the Year of O der Persons.

57. A convergence of approaches to ageing is energing anong devel oped and
devel opi ng countries, pronpted in part by the weakening of traditional support
systens - welfare in the case of devel oped economes, and fam |y and community
in the case of devel oping economies. To dimnish welfare costs, devel oped
country Governnents are beginning to extend the retirenment age, facilitate part-
tinme enploynment in old age, introduce long-termcare insurance, and in genera
rely on famly and community to play a nore active role in care-giving.
Devel opi ng country CGovernments, in contrast, are introducing sonme wel fare
neasures to conplenment the security formerly provided by famly and community
nenbers as traditional support networks weaken in the wake of industrialization
urbani zati on and nodernization. Just the sane, the surest policy neasures for
ol der persons in devel oping countries remains what it has al ways been: support
for famly and comunity, which, in turn, is supported by rural devel opnent in
particul ar.

58. Gven the extended |ifespan and the econonmic realities of the grow ng
dependency ratios in today's societies, public policies should be explored to
pronote continued enpl oynent and retraining for those who still want to work.
In addition, developing countries in the early stages of designing socia
policies for their rapidly ageing popul ation al so need to support community
enterprises and their caretaking capacity.

59. In sumary, the approach to ageing is evolving conceptually in the context
of preparations for the Year, enconpassing sectoral adjustnments for |ifelong
self-reliance, famly and community solidarity, and new social welfare and
security arrangenents. Efforts are now being nade to match the conceptua
evolution with a conparabl e operati onal expansion by involving - in addition to
the traditional actors of governnment, non-governnental organizations and the
United Nations system- new actors, such as the private sector, academ a and the
devel opnent comunity. The devel opnent comunity, in particular, has yet to
denonstrate an active interest in the question of ageing and the situation of

ol der persons.

B. Progranme activities

60. During the period under review, a report of the Secretary-Ceneral

contai ning a conceptual framework of a programme for the preparation and
observance of the International Year of O der Persons in 1999 was prepared for
the General Assenbly (A/50/114). In its resolution 50/141 of 30 January 1996

t he General Assenbly took note of the report and requested Menber States, United
Nat i ons organi zati ons and bodies, as well as non-governnental organizations, to
undert ake concrete measures for the preparation for the Year. The report
established the theme for the Year, "Towards a society for all ages", and the
objective to pronote the United Nations Principles for O der Persons (see
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Assenbly resolution 46/91). The report also outlined a franmework to | ead

i nternational debate surrounding the Year consisting of four dinensions: the
situation of ol der persons; lifelong individual devel oprment; nultigenerationa
rel ati onshi ps; and devel opnent and the agei ng of popul ati ons.

61. The Division is currently preparing its next report to the Genera

Assenbly, for submssion at its fifty-second session. That report wll
establish the operational framework for the inplenmentation of activities for the
Year at the national, regional and international |evels.

62. United Nations Menber States, the progranmes and agencies of the United
Nati ons system and non-governnental organizations are involved in the
preparations for the Year

Menber St at es

63. During the special session of the Conm ssion for Social Devel opnent

(21-31 May 1996), a decision was recommended and | ater approved by the Econom c
and Social Council to establish an informal open-ended support group to assi st
the Conmi ssion in the preparations for the observance of the Year. The first
organi zati onal neeting was held in Cctober and a substantive neeting was held in
Decenmber 1996. Currently, 16 countries have naned a focal point for the Year

United Nations system

64. Financial constraints have prevented the Departnent for Policy Coordination
and Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent from organi zing and attendi ng a seventh inter-agency
nmeeting, planned for Novenber 1995 in Geneva. Consequently, the Departnent has
initiated plans for holding further inter-agency neetings in conjunction with
maj or events in cases where outside sponsorship for the attendance of United
Nati ons bodi es can be found. The first such neeting will be at the

I nternational Association of Gerontol ogy Congress at Adel aide, Australia, in
August 1997. Twelve United Nations entities have nanmed a focal point to date.

Non- gover nnent al or gani zati ons

65. On 17 Septenber 1995 at Jerusalem an informal consultation of

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons on preparations for the Year was organi zed by the
Departmment for Policy Coordinati on and Sustai nabl e Devel opnent on the occasion
of the Second d obal Conference of the International Federation on Ageing.
Partici pants agreed to establish a collaborative international network of

non- gover nnental organi zations to facilitate preparations for the Year. The
network will undertake international projects and dissem nate information to
various constituencies. It will also attenpt to reach out beyond traditiona
constituencies, particularly to the nedia, the devel opnent community and the
private sector.

66. A nunber of other networks of non-governnmental organizations have been
established: Coalition 99, established by the Arerican Association of Retired
Persons; a network of national affiliates of the Fédération internationale des

associ ati ons de personnes agées; Creative Connections, established by the
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Non- Gover nnental Organi zati ons Committee on Ageing, New York; and Tw nage,
established by the International Institute on Ageing, Mlta.

67. Sixteen non-governnental organizations have naned focal points for the
Year .

Private sector

68. As part of a newinitiative and in conjunction with the Wrld Health
Organi zati on, the Departnment organi zed the First Joint Conference on Healthy
Ageing in New York on 29 April 1996. The focus of the Conference was the
nutritional and bi omedi cal aspects of ageing. It was sponsored by two

phar maceuti cal conpanies: ASTA Medica Inc. and Henkel Corporation. The
Conf erence received w de coverage in the nedia, in particular an extended
feature on CNN International

United Nations Secretari at

69. In md-1995, the Division for Social Policy and Devel opnent started a
newsl etter entitled Countdown to 1999, which will be issued several tines per
year and distributed primarily to the non-governnental sector for their
constituents.

70. During the reporting period, the Departnent allocated space for the
programe on ageing on its Internet hone page. Docunents now avail able are the
Countdown to 1999 series, the United Nations Principles for A der Persons,
Ceneral Assenbly resolution 47/5 establishing the Year, and the report of the
Secretary-General on the conceptual framework for the Year (A/50/114).

71. The format of the Bulletin on Ageing was changed at the end of 1994 so that
issues 2 and 3 in each year could be conbined to contain articles on specific
thematic issues. Issue 2/3 of 1995 was devoted to ol der wonen, issue 2/3 of
1996 to ol der persons and poverty. |Issue 1 of each year will retain the
original content and format: reporting on major devel opnents in the area of
ageing in the United Nations, Menber States and non-governmental organizations.

72. The progranme on agei ng substantively participated in or co-sponsored the
foll owi ng events during the reporting period: a workshop on popul ati on agei ng
in Europe and North America, held at Geneva; the Witehouse Conference on

Agei ng, held at Washington, D.C.; the Fourth International Congress of the

Eur opean Association for Directors of Residential Care Hones for the Elderly,
held in London; the International Federation on Ageing d obal Conference on

Agei ng, held at Jerusal em the Trans-Americas Congress on the thene "Better
living: adding life to years", held at Santiago; the Fifth and Sixth Design
Conpetition for the Elderly, held in Tokyo; an expert group neeting on the thene
"Meeting the chal l enges of ageing populations in the devel oping world", held in
Malta; the International Summt on Service to the Gtizen, held at Denver; an

i nternational expert group nmeeting on political participation of older people in
Europe, held at Bonn; an international synposiumon human settlenents, held at
San Diego; the Encuentro |beroanericano de Asociaciones de Adultos Mayores, held
at Havana; and the 1996 West Virginia Conference on Agei ng.
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73. As a followup to its expert group neeting on the role of governnental and
non- gover nnental sectors in devel oping and i npl enmenting practical strategies on
ageing in countries in change and transition, the United Nations progranme on
agei ng prepared a technical publication entitled "O der persons in European
countries in transition fromthe centrally planned econonmi es: designing a
policy response".

74. Because of dwindling contributions to the Trust Fund for Ageing, only two
projects could be considered for support during the reporting period, funded
from earmarked contributions fromthe Government of Gernmany: the literacy and
i ncone-generation training conponent of a project in the United Republic of
Tanzani a under the auspices of the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh
Commi ssi oner for Refugees to assist ol der Rwandan refugees living in canps in
order to retrain and assist themto becone self-sufficient upon their return to
Rwanda; and the nmai ntenance and devel opment of a hone visiting programme for
vul nerabl e ol der people in Croati a.

I'V. DI SABLED PERSONS

A. Mjor issues and recent devel opnents

75. In recent years, major advances have been made in the manner in which
disability issues are viewed by societies and Governnents, and in the

el aboration of policies to address the needs and rights of persons with
disabilities. The adoption by the United Nations of the Standard Rules for the
Equal i zation of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities was an inportant

synmbol i c event highlighting on a gl obal scale the cause of disabled persons. It
was al so a spur for practical action, which was given additional inpetus by the
gl obal support given to the notion "society for all", coined at the Wrld Sunm t

for Social Devel opment, a notion that had been conceived by the comunity of
persons with disabilities and was |later extended to all segnments of society with
speci al needs or handicaps. At the sane tine, the situation of the majority of
persons with disabilities shows little concrete progress. They still face
barriers to full participation, and in nost devel oping countries |ack even

rudi nentary technical aids and access to rehabilitation services.

B. Programme activities

76. During the period in question, a major project was conpleted with the
publication for the United Nations by the National Research and Devel opnent
Centre for Welfare and Health in Finland of a manual entitled "The disability
di mensi on in devel opnent action". The manual presents procedural guidance on
how to design an inclusive policy framework in which people with disabilities
can exercise their human rights and have equal opportunities to achieve well -
being as full citizens. The manual al so presents step-by-step advice and
exanpl es on how sensitivity to the disability dimension can be incorporated into
devel opnent programmres and projects. The manual was prepared with the ful
participation of persons with disabilities, as well as social workers, experts
and planners at different levels of government in all regions of the world. An
abridged version for field | evel use is nearing conpletion
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77. A report of the Secretary-General was prepared on the inplenentation of the
Worl d Programme of Action Concerning D sabl ed Persons (A 50/473).

78. Three issues of the Disabled Persons Bulletin have been publi shed.

Qui del i nes have been prepared for observing the International Day of D sabled
Persons (3 Decenber). The Division helped to organi ze events to observe the Day
at United Nations Headquarters in 1995 and 1996.

79. Conferences and wor kshops on disability legislation and policy were
organi zed in New York and at Abidjan, Cdte d'lvoire, Accra, Ghana, Conakry,
Qui nea, and Vienna, and an information service was organi zed at the Third
Par al ynpi ¢ Congress in Atlanta.

80. The United Nations Voluntary Fund on Disability supported 17 projects in
t he ambunt of US$ 360, 000.

81. The Special Rapporteur on Disability of the Comni ssion for Socia

Devel opnent, M. Bengt Lindqvist, carried out a full schedule of activities. He
prepared a report for the consideration of the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent
of its thirty-fourth session. On the basis of this report, and the findings of
t he Conm ssion's working group, the Comm ssion adopted resolution 34/2, entitled
"Monitoring the inplenentation of the Standard Rul es on the Equalization of
Qpportunities for Persons with Disabilities". In that resolution, the

Commi ssion took note with appreciation of the report of the Special Rapporteur
and of his recomendations, and wel coned his general approach to nonitoring,

i ncl udi ng the enphasis to be placed on advice and support to States in the

i mpl ement ati on of the Rul es.

82. The Special Rapporteur organi zed and carried out a global survey related to
the monitoring of the inplementation of the Standard Rules. A total of 84
Governnents and 163 non-governnental organi zations from 96 countries responded
to the questionnaire of the Special Rapporteur. The findings will be summarized
in the final report on the three year m ssion 1994-1997 (A/52/56).

83. The Special Rapporteur convened two neetings of his expert panel of
representatives of organizations of disabled persons. He travelled extensively
to rai se awareness of the Standard Rul es, organi ze workshops and consul t
Governnents, international organizations and national non-governnenta

organi zations on matters relating to the Standard Rules. He also participated
in 35 international conferences.

V. FAM LI ES I N DEVELOPMENT

A. Mjor issues and recent devel opnents

84. Fanilies represent the basic unit of society, and as such play a centra
role in all spheres of life. Famlies are the first and nost inmedi ate medi um
of socialization, and under certain circunstances, provide security as well as
enoti onal and social support to their nenbers.
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85. New sets of demands on fanmilies and new i ssues for Governnments to address
are being created by rapid but uneven changes in econom ¢ and denographic
trends, such as an increasi ng nunber of single-parent househol ds (largely headed
by wonen); increasing incidence of first marriages at a |ater age but also a
surge in teenage pregnancy; a decreasing nunber of children in famlies; |onger
Iife expectancy and increasing popul ation of elderly famly nenbers; a

predom nantly young popul ation in devel opi ng countries; and grow ng
participation of women in the |abour market. Such tendenci es have caused
changes in the structure, conposition, fornms and functions of famlies,
resulting in varying perceptions of the roles and rights of their individua
nenbers.

86. The large nunber of enployed wonen, the enmerging new roles of nen, and the
need to bal ance work and family responsibilities are all challenges that place
additi onal burdens on femal e nenbers of househol ds, while requiring changes in
the role and contributions of fathers and husbands, especially with regard to
hormenaki ng, child care and fam |y pl anni ng.

87. To tackle the diverse intersectoral concerns confronting famlies worl dw de
and provi de the necessary support and protection to famlies, famly-sensitive
policies have been initiated in many countries in the areas of health,

education, enploynent, housing and social security, participation, |egislation
and human rights. Adequate famly support systens to facilitate bal ance between
the diverse roles of famly nenbers - production, care and nurturing, and
soci al i zation - have becone inperative. Enpowernent and equal participation of
famlies and of their individual nenbers are essential to strengthen both
famlies and the societies in which they live.

B. Programme activities

88. Activities relating to the followup to the International Year of the

Fam ly (1YF) have been integrated into the work programe of the Division for
Soci al Policy and Devel opnent. The overall objective of the subprogranme is to
achi eve | ong-term devel opnent objectives regarding famlies in the context of
the followup to the Year, within the framework of the inplenmentation of famly-
rel ated provisions of the global conferences of the 1990s.

89. Current work is guided both by the global conferences of the 1990s and the
specific fam ly-rel ated mandates provi ded by intergovernnental bodies. The
significance for famlies of the outcones of the global conferences lies in
their affirmation of the objectives of the International Year of the Famly and
their ability to create greater awareness of the value of a fam ly-sensitive
perspective in policy devel opment.

90. During 1995-1996, the Division, as the focal point within the United
Nations systemin matters relating to famlies, continued its efforts to consult
and cooperate with Governnents, non-governmental organizations and other |YF
partners on an effective follow up.

91. The operation of the United Nations Trust Fund on Fam |y Activities has
provided financial assistance to projects of direct benefit to famlies,
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particularly in devel oping countries and the | east devel oped countries. The

Di vi sion has reviewed requests from Governnments and non-gover nnent a

organi zations for funding. Positive responses and requests for assistance have
cone from various governmental and non-governnental partners.

92. The Division initiated actions for the worl dwi de observance of the
International Day of Families (celebrated each year on 15 May) by preparing
background materials and information notes on the famly and the internationa
theme. Messages of the Secretary-General have been w dely distributed during
1995 and 1996.

93. Inits efforts to pronote international cooperation on famly issues, the
United Nations has signed a nenorandum of agreement with the Bratislava
International Centre for Famly Studies in the Slovak Republic, and has
substantively assisted the Federal Mnistry of Environnent, Youth and Fam |y
Affairs of the Governnent of Austria in selecting candidates for the Visitor's
Programe for Studying Exenplary Fanmily Benefits and Fam |y Services in Austria.
An inventory of best practices of famly policies has been initiated.

94. Supportive relationships with the non-governnmental organizations commttees
on the Famly at Vienna and in New York and Paris have been reinforced.

Moreover, in 1996, the Division participated in various fam|ly-rel ated neetings
organi zed by concerned Governnents and non-governmental organi zations, including
the Sixth International Sem nar on Integrating Famlies in Social Progress and
Devel opnent, held at Vienna in Novenber 1996; the International Famly Policy
Forum held at Kansas City in Cctober 1996; and the International Sem nar on
Fam |y Policy and Plans of Actions, held at Quebec Cty, Canada, in

Decenber 1996.

95. In the area of research, the Division initiated action-oriented research

and case studies on the multiple roles of wonmen; the inpact of the technol ogica
revolution on the famly; and reconciling famly life with work.

Not es

! London, University College Press on behalf of the United Nations
Devel opnent Progranme, 1994.



