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| NTRODUCTI ON
1. During the period 1995-1996, the regional comm ssions have continued to

undertake, within their respective regions, followup activities to

i nternational conferences and inplenentation of international programes of
action for social developnent. Particular inpetus has been provided by the
Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent, the World Programme of Action for Youth to
the Year 2000 and Beyond, and followup to the International Year of the Famly.
In response to General Assenbly resolution 50/161 on inplenentation of the
outconme of the Summit, the regional commissions will organize high-Ileve
neetings and/or expert group meetings, as well as other related events, to
evaluate foll owup activities to the Suitmmit. The pronotion of policies and
programes for poverty alleviation and for managi ng the social consequences of
structural adjustment, social integration and human resource devel opnent have
received special attention. Activities targeting disabled persons, crine
prevention, drug demand and human i mmunodefi ci ency virus/acquired

i mmunodefi ci ency syndrome (H V/ AIDS) prevention have al so been undertaken within
the respective mandates of the commi ssions.

. ECONOM C COW SSI ON FOCR EURCPE

A.  Social developnent and welfare

2. The social problens facing the countries in transition to market econonies
are in many ways simlar to the problens of the devel oped econom es of western
Europe, which are currently restructuring their econom es, wth profound

i nplications for enploynent and the existing fornms of social protection.
Accordingly, the Econom c Comm ssion for Europe (ECE) and the CGovernment of
France, with the support of the European Community, organized a workshop on the
t hene "Managi ng the soci al consequences of structural change"” in Paris on 28 and
29 Novenber 1996

3. The wor kshop sought to exam ne the inpact of structural change on

enpl oynent, workers' nobility and the functioning of |abour markets, as well as
the goals and forms of the social protection system the way it operates and is
financed; and to exam ne what forms of cooperation between the State, the socia
partners, |local communities and the social welfare agencies mght contribute
nore effectively to the managenent of the social consequences of structura
change.

4. O her activities relevant to social devel opnent include the work of the ECE
Statistical Division in the field of population and housi ng censuses.

Currently, the ECE Statistical Division is preparing a set of ECE-Statistica
Ofice of the European Conmmunities (Eurostat) recomendati ons on popul ations and
housi ng censuses in the region for the year 2000. Those recomendations will be
ready for approval by the Conference of European Statisticians in 1997. Wth
regard to social indicators and frameworks, the Conference of European
Statisticians, through the ECE Statistical Division, participates in the work of
the Siena G oup, which deals with issues related to social nonitoring and soci al
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excl usion, intergovernnental relations, and social nobility and the integration
of mnority groups.

5. Wth regard to gender statistics, regular neetings are convened by the
Conference to pronote the collection of data di saggregated by sex and to assess
and consi der the gender dinmension in a nunber of areas, such as unpaid work,
heal t h, enploynent, living conditions and ageing. For the 1995 Wirld Conference
on Wrnen, the publication, Wwhnen and Men in Europe and North America was
prepared. Regarding migration, ECE is participating in the preparation of a new
set of draft international mgration statistics together with the United Nations
Statistical D vision and Eurostat. The ECE secretariat is also producing the
annual publication Housing and Building Statistics in Europe and North America,
while its statistical yearbook, Trends in Europe and North America, contains
social profiles of all 55 ECE nenber countries.

B. Youth

6. As part of the its popul ation programme, ECE is conducting a survey

i nvol ving nen and wonen aged 20 years and over in 19 ECE nenber countries and
New Zeal and. Based on a common questionnaire contai ning various retrospective
qguestions on vital issues, such as the choice of partners and marri age,
decisions to have children and | eaving the parental hone, the survey wll
enhance the study of the effects of various social and econom c conditions on
the Iife experiences of individuals during youth and adol escence. Research
thenes to be studied, based on the data collected, include patterns of |eaving
the parental home, the inpact of fam |y dissolution on partnership behaviour of
the next generation, sexual initiation and the contraceptive practices of

adol escent s.

C. Ageing

7. The four-year ECE project supported by the United Nations Popul ati on Fund
(UNFPA) "The dynam cs of popul ati on ageing in ECE countries”, was conpleted in
1996. The project will facilitate research on the social and economc
conditions of the older population in Europe and North America. The project has
assenbl ed a set of cross-nationally conparabl e depersonalized m crodata sets
based on the 1990 round of national popul ati on and housi ng censuses, which wll
be used to study the social and econonic conditions of ol der persons in a

sel ected nunmber of ECE nmenber countries. Research thenes to be studied wll

i ncl ude | abour force participation status; econom c conditions and mobility
patterns of ol der persons, as well as their living arrangenents; and the social
econom ¢ and denographi c characteristics of older persons living in
institutions, in conparison with non-institutionalized ol der persons. The
project is expected to increase the awareness of policy nmakers and

non- governnmental organizations in the field and to enhance national capacities
for formulating and eval uati ng programes and policies targeted towards ol der
people. The following 14 countries have participated in the project: Bulgaria,
Canada, Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Ronania,
Russi an Federation, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdomof Geat Britain and
Northern Ireland and United States of America.
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8. Wthin the context of the above-nentioned project, a workshop on social

protection, poverty, and ol der persons at risk was organi zed by the ECE
secretariat and the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP). The

wor kshop was al so part of the activities marking 1996 as the International Year
for the Eradication of Poverty, and constituted a preparatory activity for the
International Year for O der Persons (1999) and the first United Nations Decade
for the Eradication of Poverty (1997-2006). The aimwas to define strategies
for providing incone security in old age, with an enphasis on the alleviation of
poverty anong ol der persons in high-risk groups. The programe of the workshop
covered four main topics: conceptual issues of poverty in old age; wonen as one
of the groups at risk, and the process known as the femn nization of poverty;
specific issues of poverty anpong other groups at risk; disabled and single
persons; and ways to create an enabling environment for the inproved well-being
of ol der peopl e.

9. Seventy-ni ne persons from 18 countries, representing Governnents,

i ntergovernnmental organi zations, research institutions and international and
nati onal non-governmental organizations, participated in the tw-day neeting.
The wor kshop was the second organi zed jointly by the ECE secretariat and AARP
The first workshop dealt with the preparatory activities of the World Sunmt for
Soci al Devel opnent.

10. Taking into account the fact that countries in the ECE region are
experiencing dramatic popul ati on changes that pose unprecedented public policy
chal | enges, especially with regard to the need to protect the well-being and

i ncone security of various groups of ol der persons, people with disabilities and
single old wonen, there is a growing need to nmonitor closely the status of ol der
people at risk and to provide policy nakers with accurate and up-to-date data
and anal ysi s.

11. In that connection, a general conceptual framework of action was di scussed
and adopted at the neeting, covering the areas of general policy instrunments;
the difficulty of poverty neasurenments anong ol der wonen and ol der groups at
risk; creating an enabling environnment; and issues of social security and the
role of the private sector, as well as of the non-profit sector and government.
Priorities for immediate action were identified; they include the necessity to
devel op nmet hodol ogi es for measuring, nonitoring and anal ysing poverty anong

ol der men and wonmen and other groups using primary and secondary data; pronoting
the establishment of national and international networks of intergovernnental
and non-governnental organizations, research institutions, scholars and policy
nmakers interested in furthering joint data collection, research and policy

anal ysis efforts; acknow edging the role of older persons in the famly and the
i nformal econony; pronoting the sharing of famly responsibilities, particularly
caring for dependents, between nen and wonen; and adopting programmes that will
facilitate the reintegration of disabled persons into society.

12. CGovernnents were urged to prepare for the com ng of an ageing society by
viewi ng ol der persons as a potential resource for their societies and to plan
for their reintegration into the | abour market or as volunteers in the social
sector. They were al so encouraged to review periodically public old age pension
systens and ensure that eligibility and financing nechanisns are in line with
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t he denographic structure, |abour market conditions and the changi ng social and
econom ¢ conditions of a country.

D. Disabled persons

13. Wth regard to disabl ed persons, the ECE secretariat carried out an
operational programre on rehabilitation engineering. A publication on that
subj ect was issued and circulated during the Wrld Sumit for Socia

Devel opnent .

E. Fanilies in devel opnent

14. Another ECE four-year project supported by UNFPA, "Fertility and famly
surveys in countries of the ECE region", ended in 1996. The surveys were
conducted on the basis of a comobn questionnaire containing various
retrospective questions on vital aspects of life, such as chil dhood, partners,
education and work. The followi ng 20 countries have conpleted their field work:
Austria, Belgium Canada, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, ltaly,
Latvi a, Lithuania, Netherlands, New Zeal and, Norway, Pol and, Sl ovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and United States of America. Several other countries nmay
conduct surveys during 1997-1998, possibly as part of a second round of
fertility and famly surveys.

15. Under a successor project, "Sexual behaviour and reproductive health and
fertility regulation", the ECE secretariat is currently conpleting the archiving
of the standardized Fertility and Fam|ly Survey data files along with the work
of standard tabul ations, which will ensure that the data are internationally
conparabl e, of high quality and easily accessible to researchers. In addition
country studi es are now being prepared by experts. In the next few years,

sel ected schol ars are expected to produce conparative studies as part of a
conparative research programme |aunched in late 1996. The project is expected
to make a najor contribution to know edge, and to provide an inportant source of
information for policy makers on issues related to ongoing changes in the
famly; the interplay of work, education and parenting; contraceptive know edge
and practices; and other issues.

I'1.  ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COW SSI ON FOR
ASI A AND THE PACI FI C

A. The regional Agenda for Action on Social Devel opnent

16. The regional Agenda for Action on Social Devel opnent, adopted by the Asian
and Pacific Mnisterial Conference in Preparation for the Wrld Summt for

Soci al Devel oprent (Manila, Cctober 1994), reflects the regional consensus on
soci al devel opnent priorities and policy and progranme inperatives. Further
support for the Agenda in the regi on has been extended by the Conm ssion for
Soci al Devel oprment in its resolution 51/4. The Agenda's primary focus is on the
al l eviation of poverty, which is recognized as the maj or scourge underm ning the
wel fare and quality of life of |large popul ation groups within the region
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17. The secretariat of the Econonmic and Social Conmission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP) has focused its activities in pursuance of resolution 51/4 of

t he Conmi ssion for Social Devel opment by providing technical assistance to
nenbers and associate nmenbers in support of their efforts to attain the goals
and targets of the regional Agenda. Activities are being inplenmented to support
national initiatives through policy-oriented research and programe anal ysis
based on country, subregional and regional studies and denonstration projects;
exchange of experience and expertise through the organi zati on of conferences,
sem nars and training workshops; advisory services in support of national social
devel opnent initiatives; and exchange of personnel and the provision of training
opportunities through technical cooperation anong devel opi ng countries (TCDC).
Those activities seek to identify and target the absol ute poor, pronpte the
soci al assessnent of nmmjor devel opnent programmes, and inprove nationa
capacities and institutional frameworks for the effective inplenentation of the
Agenda

18. A regional workshop on the thene "Quidelines for the inplenentation of the
Agenda for Action on Social Devel opnent in the ESCAP regi on" was hel d at Bangkok
in March 1996. As a followup, two publications are being prepared, one
exam ni ng policy and programm ng i ssues and the other providing guidelines on
the formul ati on of coherent national policies and programes for the effective

i mpl ement ati on of the Agenda.

19. Issues 34 and 35 of the Social Devel opnent Newsletter, focusing on social

i ntegration and poverty alleviation, respectively, have been prepared and

di ssem nated. 1ssue 36 of the Newsletter, scheduled for distribution in

April 1997, will focus on enpl oynent expansion. Thus, issues 34 to 36 of the
Newsletter will reviewin the regional context the major thenes devel oped at the

World Sunmt for Social Devel opnment and el aborated in its Progranmme of Action

20. The inplenentation of the regional Agenda and the pronotion of policies and
programes for poverty alleviation through the enhancenment of social security
have received special attention. An expert group neeting, on the enhancenent of
soci al security for the poor was convened at Bangkok in November 1995.
Subsequently, a docunent entitled "Towards social security for the poor in the
Asi a- Paci fic region" (ST/ESCAP/1673), containing studies and recomendati ons on
alternative policy programme options to enhance social security for the poor

was prepared and di ssem nat ed

21. In conpliance with resolution 51/4 of the Conmi ssion for Socia

Devel opnent, as well as with General Assenbly resolution 50/161, entitled

"I npl enentation of the outcome of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent”,
ESCAP wi || convene the Fifth Asian and Pacific Mnisterial Conference on Social
Devel opnent. The Philippines has offered to host the Conference at Manila in
Novenber 1997. A network of government-designated focal points has been
established to assist in the national and regi onal preparations for the
Conf er ence.

22. The ESCAP secretariat plans to convene an expert group neeting in May 1997
and a regional senior officials consultation in June 1997. In addition, a
series of advisory mssions and national workshops on the inplenentation of the
regi onal Agenda for Action on Social Devel opnent will assist various countries

l...
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inthe region in their preparations for the Mnisterial Conference. To
facilitate the participation of non-governnental organizations and the private
sector in their preparatory activities for the Mnisterial Conference, a

non- gover nmental organi zati ons/private sector forumw Il be held at Bangkok in
Cctober 1997. The ESCAP secretariat has al so issued a docunment entitled,
"Enhancenment of the role of non-governmental organizations in the inplenentation
of the Agenda for Action on Social Devel opment in the ESCAP Regi on"

( ST/ ESCAP/ 1625) .

B. Youth

23. As a followup to the Wrld Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000
and Beyond, ESCAP convened the Asia-Pacific Meeting on Human Resources

Devel opnent for Youth at Beijing in Cctober 1996. The Meeting was organi zed
with the cooperation of the Al-China Youth Federation. It reviewed the

regi onal youth situation and exam ned national policies and progranmes
concerning youth in the light of the Jakarta Plan of Action on Human Resources
Devel opnent in the ESCAP Regi on and the Wrld Progranme of Action for Youth to
t he Year 2000 and Beyond. A series of reconmendations for regional cooperation
in priority areas of human resources devel opnent (HRD) for youth were

formul ated. The report and recommendati ons of the neeting constitute an

i mportant regional input to the United Nations World Youth Forum held at Vienna
i n Novenmber 1996.

24. In recognition of the tenth anniversary of the International Youth Year,
the theme chosen for the 1995 ESCAP HRD Award was "HRD to pronote productive
enpl oynment for youth". The Social Wrk and Research Centre, better known as the
Barefoot College, located at Tilonia, Rajasthan, India, was selected by a jury
of international experts as the winner of the 1995 Award. The Award was
presented at the fifty-second session of ESCAP. The ESCAP HRD Award is
presented annual ly as a neans of encouragi ng exenplary research and ot her

i nnovati ve achi evenents in the field of HRD

25. Training of trainers for youth participation in devel opnment continues to be
a regul ar feature of ESCAP work. [In 1996, a series of nine national workshops
were held, involving key youth policy nakers, youth |eaders and trainers, to
assist in building local capacity to pronbte constructive social participation
of youth. On the basis of the experience gained during the national workshops,
an HRD course for youth devel opnent will be offered on a regular basis, which
could serve as a prototype for national training programes for government and
non- gover nment al organi zati on personnel involved in the planning and delivery of
skills devel opnent programes for rural youth.

C. Ageing

26. The rapid ageing of societies in Asia and the Pacific, acconpanied by the
i ncreasi ng proportion and absol ute nunber of ol der persons in the popul ation
has triggered concern for ol der persons in the region, while the econom ¢ and
soci al inmpact of the ageing of popul ati ons poses a growi ng challenge to

soci eti es throughout the region
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27. In response to the need for a concerted effort to tackle the probl em of

agei ng, the ESCAP secretariat has provided assi stance to ESCAP nmenber
CGovernments in devel opi ng conprehensive national policies on ageing. Enphasis
is placed on lifelong preparatory neasures for old age. On the basis of a
series of research studies on selected countries and a regional overvi ew on
lifelong preparation for old age in the region, a policy franework has been
formul ated to guide national policy and programe devel opnent for |ifelong
preparation for old age. This covers a spectrum of concerns ranging fromincome
security and enpl oyment to health nmai ntenance, education and housing. Follow ng
an expert consultation on the topic, the framework was adopted by a neeting of
senior officials on a policy framework for lifelong preparation for old age,
hel d at Bangkok in May 1996. A docunent review ng the issues of old age,
entitled "Lifelong preparation for old age in Asia and the Pacific"

( ST/ ESCAP/ 1684), was printed and distributed in Novenber 1996.

28. To enhance public awareness of the nmmjor issues pertaining to ageing, the
ESCAP secretariat updated and enl arged the "Annotated bibliography on policy and
programe issues in the field of ageing" (ST/ESCAP/1471), which was first issued
in 1994. Advisory service was provided by the ESCAP secretariat to a regiona
neeting of non-governmental organizations regarding issues pertaining to ageing
and ol der persons, including lifelong preparation for old age.

29. Under the broad thene of cooperation between Governnents and

non- governmental organi zations for poverty alleviation in the Asia and Pacific
region, and in pursuance of General Assenbly resolutions 47/5 and 50/ 141 on the
procl amati on and observance of 1999 as the International Year of O der Persons,
as well as Econom c and Social Council resolution 1993/22 on strengthening

nati onal mechani sms on agei ng, the ESCAP secretariat has initiated a project on
t he devel opment of policies and programes on behal f of ol der persons. Project
activities include a workshop on governnent - non- gover nment al organi zati ons
cooperation for ol der persons, held in January 1996. The neeting brought

t oget her non-governmental organi zations in the region to exchange experiences in
wor ki ng for ol der persons and di scuss ways and neans to enhance cooperation

bet ween Governnents and non-governnental organizations for ol der persons. The
reconmendations fromthis workshop will be further considered at a forum of
governnment and non-governnental representatives, to be held in July 1997

30. Inits continuing effort to pronote and devel op policies and progranmes for
ol der persons, the ESCAP secretariat is preparing a directory of national foca
points on ageing in Asia and the Pacific; a directory of non-government al

organi zations active in dealing with older persons in the region; and a

bi bl i ography of international and regional mandates and rel evant docunents
concerning agei ng and ol der persons. It is envisaged that those documents will
be i ssued as a sourcebook on ageing and ol der persons in Asia and the Pacific.

D. Disabled persons

31. At its fifty-second session, in April 1996, ESCAP endorsed the targets and
recommendati ons for the inplementation of the Agenda for Action for the Asian
and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, 1993-2002, including the gender

di mrension. Thirty-one Governments of the region are signatories to the
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Procl amation on the Full Participation and Equality of People with Disabilities
in the Asian and Pacific Region. As a result of the ESCAP secretariat's
efforts, several Governnents are currently devel opi ng national disability

| egislation, while others are inplenmenting such legislation. Simlarly,
increasing attention is being given to nmeasures that inprove disabl ed people's
access to all services and infrastructure intended for the public, including
public transportation, communications, education, skills devel opment and
enploynment. | n support of the Asian and Pacific Decade, many ESCAP nenber
Governnents have commtted thensel ves to regional cooperation activities,
focusing on strengthening inter-sectoral coordination, inter-mnisteria

col  aboration and nonitoring of progress. There has been an increase in TCDC
exchanges ai med at supporting the organi zational devel opnment and participation
of people with disabilities in the devel opnment process.

32. Through its technical cooperation trust fund for the activities of the

Asi an and Pacific Decade, ESCAP has supported the training and information
activities of people with disabilities in the region's devel oping countries. A
Paci fi ¢ subregi onal workshop, held at Suva, Fiji, in February 1996, focused on
devel opi ng | i nkages anong, and strengtheni ng the nmanagenent of organi zations of
people with disabilities. ESCAP has also assisted in the devel opnent of the
Canbodi an Di sabl ed People's Organization and in the convening of the first

wor kshop of people with diverse disabilities in Viet Namin Cctober 1996.

33. A training workshop for women with disabilities, held at Bangkok in

June 1995, generated docunentation on the gender dinmension of the Agenda for
Action for the Asian and Pacific Decade of D sabled Persons. As a followup, a
publication on the problens faced by wonen with disabilities was issued and
distributed at the Fourth World Conference on Wnen and at the acconpanyi ng

Non- Gover nmental Organi zations Forum held at Beijing in Septenber 1995.
Fol | ow-up activities by the trainees included the publication of a newsletter on
the participation in the Beijing Forumand the conveni ng of national workshops
on gender issues in national disability nmovements.

34. ESCAP is providing technical assistance to three cities (Bangkok, Beijing
and New Del hi) in the devel opnment of pilot projects to inplenent the ESCAP

gui del i nes on the pronotion of non-handi cappi ng environnents for disabled
persons, which may be used as denonstration sites for TCDC activities. In
addition, the city of Johor Bahru, Ml aysia, has used the guidelines to
incorporate barrier-free design in its urban renewal master plan. Through the
i ntermedi ati on of ESCAP, technical personnel from devel oping countries of the
region participated in workshops on access pronotion in Japan in 1995 and 1996

35. Wth a viewto inproving the availability of assistive devices for poor
persons with disabilities, ESCAP convened a regi onal workshop on the indigenous
production and distribution of assistive devices in South India in

Sept enmber 1995. Preparation of a publication that will include a regiona
review and i nformation on production nmethods for small workshops is under way.

36. Recent publications include: "Pronmotion of non-handi cappi ng physica

environnents for disabled persons guidelines" (ST/ESCAP/ 1492); "Pronotion of
non- handi cappi ng physi cal environnments for disabled persons: case studies"
( ST/ ESCAP/ 1510); "Hi dden sisters: wonen and girls with disabilities in the
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Asi an and Pacific region" (ST/ESCAP/ 1548); "Legislation on equal opportunities
and full participation in devel opnent for disabled persons: a regional review
( ST/ ESCAP/ 1622) ; and "Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons: action
targets, gender dinensions" (ST/ESCAP/ 1669).

E. Human resources devel opnent

37. Some two thirds of the 900 million people the world over who | ack access to
basic reading and witing skills live in Asia, nostly in South Asia. Literacy

| evel s are especially low anmong girls and wonen in South Asia, with serious

i mplications for human resource devel opnent in the subregion. In collaboration
wi th a nunber of non-governmental organizations, governnent agencies and the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO,6 ESCAP
has undertaken a series of HRD activities to promote literacy for girls and
wonen in South Asia.

38. Under a project on cooperation between Governnent and non-gover nrment a
organi zations to promote HRD for wonen in South Asia through post-literacy
programe devel opment, a post-literacy programme for wonmen is being fornul ated
in five countries of South Asia. A nanual for devel oping post-literacy
programes for women, wth special enphasis on vocational and functional skills
to inmprove wonen's quality of life, will also be devel oped. Post-literacy
programes at the local level will be inplenented by the nationa

non- governmental organi zations in each country. Another project on the
pronotion of literacy for wonen through capacity-building of |ocal organizations
in Sout h-East Asia and the Pacific has undertaken a needs assessment and
adaptation of literacy progranmes to |ocal needs, followed by the inplenmentation
of functional literacy progranmes for wonen at the |ocal |evel.

39. Wiile rapid economic growth based largely on investnment in human resources
has facilitated a reduction of the proportion of the poor in some parts of the
ESCAP regi on, inadequate investment in human resources has sustained and in sonme
cases actually increased the concentration of the poor in other parts of the
region. Against this background, the ESCAP secretariat has prepared three
studi es on pronoting HRD services for the poor, focusing on various issues
related to HRD as a neans of poverty alleviation. The publications are based on
materials presented at a regional training senmnar on pronoting HRD services for
the poor, held at Manila in Septenber 1995.

40. Many devel oping countries in the region have enbarked on conprehensive
rural devel opment programmes to alleviate poverty. An inportant factor in the
success of many of those programmes has been their enphasis on participation of
the rural poor, not only in the identification of specific neans of rural uplift
but also in their design, planning, inplenentation and evaluation. In

recogni tion of that achievenent, the topic of people's participation in
comuni ty devel opnment was sel ected as the theme of the 1996 ESCAP HRD Awar d.

The wi nner of the 1996 Award will be selected by an i ndependent jury in
February 1997.



E/ CN. 5/ 1997/ 5/ Add. 1
Engl i sh
Page 13

[11. ECONOM C COM SSI ON FOR LATI N AVERI CA AND THE CARI BBEAN

A.  Social devel opnent and welfare

41. In response to the growi ng inmportance that Governments in the region attach
to social issues, the Social Devel opment Division and Statistics Division of the
Economi ¢ Commi ssion for Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean (ECLAC) jointly
published, with the financial support of the United Nations Children's Fund

(UNI CEF) and UNFPA, the 1995 and 1996 editions of the Social Panorama of Latin
Anerica. Each edition provides a quantitative and qualitative analysis and

i nformati on on various social issues, such as poverty, income distribution

enpl oynment, social spending, and equity. The 1995 edition was dedicated to
issues related to famly organization and poverty; child | abour and its econonic
and soci al consequences; and the gender perspective, with special reference to
worren' s access to paid enpl oynent and the inportance of their contribution to
househol d i ncome. The edition also included a chapter on social policy issues
in the sectors of health, education and social security, and an anal ysis of
energi ng thenes, such as urban insecurity, violence and corruption. The 1996
edition includes a diagnosis and eval uation of progranmmes to alleviate poverty
and an analysis of the main aspects of social integration progranmes.

Statistical data is based on househol d surveys.

42. Concerning social policy reform several neetings were held and studies
undertaken, leading to the publication of seven issues in the series Socia
Policies, dealing with topics such as educational systens, health policy reform
and poverty programres. Two regional expert mneetings were held. The first
nmeeti ng anal ysed the changes in the social structure of several countries in
Latin Anerica during the |ast decade, while the second neeting evaluated reforns
in the areas of health, education, housing and social security. The mneeting
also identified policies to alleviate poverty, inprove incone distribution and

i ncrease enpl oynent and | abour productivity.

43. Wth the financial support of the Governnent of the Netherlands, the ECLAC
Statistics Division is currently working on a project concerning the diagnosis
and eval uation of socio-econonmic progress in several Latin Anerican countries
and the inpact of social policies. At the sane time, with the support of the
Organi zation of American States, the Division is inplenmenting a joint programme
on the social policies of Latin Anmerica. The aimof the project is to provide
techni cal assistance and training in the formulation and eval uati on of soci al
programes and projects. Regional courses, with a duration of four weeks, are
hel d each year; the courses utilize a nmethodol ogi cal cost-inpact schene
appropriate for social projects.

44, In response to the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnment, which called on the
regi onal comm ssions, in collaboration with intergovernnmental organizations and
other interested parties, to organize high-level neetings to evaluate foll ow up
to the Summt, ECLAC is exploring the possibility of holding a regiona
conference at Sao Paulo, Brazil, in April 1997, with the co-sponsorship of the
Organi zation of American States, the United Nations Devel opment Progranme, the

I nter-Ameri can Devel opment Bank, UNI CEF, the Pan American Health
Organi zati on/ WHO, and the Latin American Econom c System
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B. Youth

45. During 1995-1996, the ECLAC Soci al Devel opnent Division carried out a
series of activities in support of the Wrld Progranme of Action for Youth to

t he Year 2000 and Beyond, in close collaboration with the |Iberoanerican Youth
Organi zation (AOJ). In particular, the Division participated in the design of a
t heoretical framework and discussion at a series of expert group neetings of the
Regi onal Programme of Action for Youth Devel opment in Latin Arerica and its
Qperative Plan for 1996-1999. The Division also attended the Seventh

| ber oaneri can Conference of Youth Mnisters (Buenos Aires, August 1996), at

whi ch the Plan was approved by nmenber Governnents.

46. The ECLAC Soci al Devel opnent Division held a seminar in April 1995 at ECLAC
headquarters on youth opportunities for secondary education and enpl oynment in
Chile. The research reports presented at that neeting were incorporated in the
Social Policy series, nunbers 8, 9, 10 and 11. The neeting assigned top
priority to rural youth as one of the nost di sadvantaged youth sections in the
region. In 1996, with the support of OJ and UNI CEF, the Division published a
book in Spanish entitled Rural youth, nodernity and denocracy in Latin Anerica.
The Division also provided input to the Interregi onal Consultation on Rura
Yout h, held at the headquarters of the Food and Agriculture O ganization of the
United Nations (FAO in Rone in 1995, and provided training for rural youth
workers in a sem nar organi zed by the Rural Youth Network of the Southern Cone
of South America (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay); for the

regi onal offices of FAO and UNFPA with rural youth reproductive health educators
(Bolivia, Chile, Colonbia and Paraguay); and for youth researchers in Mexico.

C. Fanmilies in devel opnent

47. As a followup to the activities of the International Year of the Famly,
the ECLAC secretariat has fornmulated a set of indicators on the situation of
famlies as a way to pronote the devel opnment of sound policies ained at
strengthening the famly. The 1995 and 1996 Social Panorama of Latin America,
provi de updated social indicators on famlies and househol ds. The ECLAC
secretariat also published a study entitled "Sobre revoluciones ocultas: la
famlia en Uruguay", as part of the project on human devel opnent, with the
financial support of UNDP. And in 1995, the ECLAC Soci al Devel opnent Divi sion
distributed in both Spanish and English the publication Family and Future: A
Regi onal Programme for Latin America and the Caribbean, and kept close contacts
with rel evant organizations of the region

48. Finally, ECLAC participated in neetings organi zed by the academ c
community, such as the Third | beroanerican Conference on the Fam |y, organized
by the University of Vale do Rios Sinos in Brazil in 1995; the sem nar on the
fam |y held by the Universidad de Concepcién in Chile in May 1996; and an

i nternational sem nar on the Latin Anerican realities of famlies, organized by
the Universidad de Concepcién in Cctober 1996.
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V. ECONOM C COW SSI ON FOR AFRI CA
A.  Social devel opnent and welfare
49. In view of the growi ng need to exchange information and i deas on how best

to pronote human or socially centred devel opment policies and strategies in the
Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Africa (ECA) region, the ECA secretariat has continued
to collaborate closely with intergovernnental organizations, non-governmental
organi zations, United Nations agencies and other international institutions, by
hosti ng and conducting a nunber of mneetings, conferences, sem nars and wor kshops
dealing with a range of issues related to social developrment in the region. In
addition, the ECA secretariat has undertaken studies and produced a nunber of
techni cal publications on social issues.

50. G eat enphasis has been placed by the ECA secretariat on the central role
of people's participation in the devel opnent of human resources and soci al
transformati on. Accordingly, the ECA secretariat has supported various
activities of non-governmental organizations and has assisted conmunity-based
peopl e's organi zations to devel op and i npl ement participatory projects and
programes in various African countries. One such initiative was the |aunching
of the report Human Devel opnment in Africa, which is the main vehicle for
reporting on the trends and devel opnents relating to social and human

devel opnent in Africa. The report highlights significant human devel opnent

i ssues and revi ews progress achi eved and setbacks encountered in the

i npl enentati on of commtments nmade to inprove human endeavour in Africa. The
thenes explored in the report include goals for the child, health for all and
basi ¢ education for all.

51. The Conference of African M nisters Responsible for Hunan Devel opnent, in
conjunction with the followup Mnisterial Conmttee of Fifteen, is playing a
catalytic role in the inplenentation of the various reconmendati ons of the Wrld
Summit for Social Devel opnent. Foll ow ng extensive di scussions on the 1995

i ssue of Human Devel opment in Africa, the followup Conmittee of Fifteen agreed
that its next issue should include neasurable indicators to assess the progress
made in advanci ng soci al devel opment at the country level. The report also
serves as a tool for inter-agency nonitoring at the regional |evel.

52. As part of its overall efforts, the ECA secretariat continues to

pronot e soci o-econom ¢ devel opnent in the region. |In that connection, two
publications, Report on the Econonmic and Social Situation in Africa 1995, and
Econonmi c and Social Survey of Africa, 1994/1995, analysing the social conditions
in the region, have been prepared by the ECA secretariat. |In addition, sem nars
on the social inpact of structural adjustnent progranmes have been held in
cooperation with the Arab Research Centre at Cairo and the National School of
Adm ni stration and Magi stracy at Yaoundé, Caneroon, in 1995. Particular
enphasi s was pl aced on providing assistance to ECA nenber States in the

pl anni ng, devel oprment and utilization of human resources through workshops,

sem nars and training. In cooperation with the African Winen in Crisis Unrbrella
Programme of the United Nations Devel opnent Fund for Wnen, the ECA secretari at
organi zed a conference on the thene "Legal status of refugee and internally

di spl aced wonmen in Africa"
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53. A joint project with UNICEF led to the publication of the Atlas of the
African Child in 1995, as a followup to the consensus of Dakar, the Wrld
Summit for Children and the African Common Position on Human and Soci al

Devel opnent in Africa. The Atlas graphically focuses attention on the nyriad
probl ems facing African children; its main nmessage is that devel opi ng human
capabilities and neeting the basic needs of the child are the prerequisites and
cornerstones to sustainabl e human devel opnent in Africa.

54. Wth regard to health problens, a senior policy semnar on the socia

i npact of HIV/ AIDS in households and famlies in Africa provided an inportant
forum for experts, policy nmakers and practitioners to exam ne the soci o-econom ¢
and cul tural inpact of H V/AIDS on household fam lies, the individual and
society at large. |In addition, the experts assessed the inpact of known

HI V/ Al DS preventive strategies, such as condom pronotion, sensitization

canpai gns and the control of sexually transnmitted di seases, and suggested ot her
practical strategies that could be used to halt the rapid spread of the H V/ Al DS
epidemc in Africa.

B. Youth

55. Youth represent approximately 19 per cent of the African popul ation, a
figure that is expected to increase given the present rate of popul ation growh
It is clear, therefore, that youth represent a vast potential for human resource
devel opnent in Africa, particularly when viewed in the Iight of the adverse
soci 0- econom ¢ circunstances prevailing in the region. Accordingly, the ECA
secretariat organized jointly with the Commonweal t h Youth Progranmme Africa
Centre a regional expert group neeting on youth, drugs and health. The findings
of the neeting indicate that the scope of the drug probl em and consequent health
hazards have not spared the African region. The scourge of drug addiction has
spread progressively throughout the continent, threatening all segnents of

soci ety, especially young people. Illegal drug production and trafficking is
expandi ng as an increasing nunber of African countries serve as production and
transit points. Moreover, available data denonstrate that while sexually
transmtted di seases (STDs) occur anobng the sexually active population as a
whol e between 15 and 49 years of age, the incidence of STDs anpng youth (15-25)
is particularly high and is increasing rapidly.

C. Famlies in devel opnent

56. The ECA secretariat has prepared a paper entitled, "The inpact of politica
conflicts and instability on social progress and cohesion in Africa with
enphasis on the famly". The paper points out that although there are many
factors that give rise to conflicts in Africa, the nost inportant are unequa
devel opnent and gross disparities anong different conmunities within the sane
country; absence of denocratic process; the inability of States to guarantee the
security of persons; and various exogenous factors. The paper maintains that
the roots of violence in Africa are to be found in power politics, traditiona
tribal rivalries and personal vendettas. Since the famly is the basic soci al
unit for nurturing and educating children, and is very often the victim of
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vi ol ence, the paper stressed the need to do everything possible to protect
famlies both during and after periods of conflict, such as civil wars.

57. Assistance in the formof substantive inputs was al so provided by the ECA
secretariat to the African Centre for Applied Research and Training in Social
Devel opnent, and the United Nations African Institute for the Prevention of
Crine and Treatnent of Ofenders. ECA also participated in the Ninth United
Nati ons Congress on the Prevention of Crine and the Treatnent of O fenders, held
at Cairo from28 April to 8 May 1995.

V. ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COW SSI ON FOR VESTERN ASI A

A.  Social developnent and welfare

58. As a result of investrment in building the infrastructure for social
services in the Econom c and Soci al Conmi ssion for Western Asia (ESCM) region
over the past two decades, social devel opnent indicators have shown a steady
growmh in terms of inproved health services and a quantitative increase of
educational output and nutrition. Nevertheless, the region has registered a
decline in the overall social situation. Apart frompolitical factors, the
situation has been exacerbated by a conbination of relatively high fertility
rates, high rates of unplanned urbanization (rural/urban mgration), and poor
educational systens that do not properly equip graduates to obtain productive
enpl oynent. Those devel opnents have led to a worsening of the probl ens of
unenpl oynent and poverty in the region.

59. The past decade has brought a shift in approach to public service delivery.
Services are increasingly provided in a pieceneal fashion in an attenpt to
contain a growing urban crisis. Provisions are notivated by pressure to neet

t he needs of an increasing population while adhering to cost constraints. The
predom nant feature of the past decade has been an attenpt for the public sector
to withdraw fromthe provision of housing and services, resulting in a marked
drop in the standard, quality and frequency of the distribution of services.
Since the | ate 1980s, the structural adjustnent policies adopted under stringent
nmacr oeconomi ¢ conditions in such countries as Egypt and Jordan have been paving
the way for privatizing public services. It is not yet clear how those nmeasures
are affecting the cost, quality and standards of the services delivered and what
their ultinmate inpact will be on people's living standards and quality of life.
Nonet hel ess, a rise in the level of urban poverty has already been noted in such
countries that seenms to coincide with the downward trend in the provision of
basic anenities to the public.

60. Wth regard to unenpl oynent, the present trend to privatize the public
sector in an effort to reduce dependence on the wel fare state has further
exacerbated the unenpl oynment situation, especially given the high growh rate of
the youth population. Mre people will be released from |l ong-standing
government enploynment, with low levels of skills that do not allow themto find
jobs in the private sector. Privatization in particular and structura

adj ustnent policies in general may be econonically feasible, but their negative
soci al consequences are enornous. At the sanme tinme, globalization of the world
econony contributes to the vulnerability of unconpetitive enterprises and can

l...
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| ead to additional unenployment. Those devel opnents have given rise to doubl e-
digit unenploynment rates for the region as a whole during the 1990s.

Unenpl oynment rates in non-oil producing countries are anong the highest in the
world, with real wages falling nore rapidly than in any other region and the
average worker earning no nore in real ternms than he did in the early 1970s.

The deterioration in wages occurred even though massive investnent in human
capital outpaced that of any other region. Wth unenpl oyment persisting in nost
countries of the region in the past decade and with no solution in sight, the
situation will eventually result in |ong-term unenpl oynent.

61. To sunmarize, ESCWA countries are facing a vast nunber of energing
chal | enges invol ving | abour market problens related to | abour absorption; the
restructuring of education; the creation of productive enpl oynent opportunities;
structural inbalances in the | abour market of each country; underenpl oynent in
the public sector; rehabilitation of the unenpl oyed, especially those who
suffered fromlong-term unenpl oynent; integration of new entrants to the | abour
nmarkets, especially youth; restructuring and downsi zi ng of the public sector;
and increasing pressures to pursue narket-based growh paths and to open to the
gl obal econony. Solving those problens will require adopting a new approach to
human capital that differs vastly fromthe past, and such solutions are unlikely
to be found at the country level. The trend to globalize the internationa
econony inplies open access to large nmarkets but at the same tine increases

gl obal conpetition.

62. On the question of poverty, it should be noted that, apart frompolitica
factors such as wars and internal conflicts and the poor managenent of the
financial and human resources, which play a major role in increasing poverty,
the spread of poverty in the region has also been the result of several socio-
econom ¢ factors that have devel oped over time, including high rates of
popul ati on grow h that have not been matched by adequate econom c growt h;
chaotic rural mgration to urban centres, coupled with the devel opnment of urban
slum areas; and | ack of enploynent opportunities for new entrants to the | abour
nmarket. Moreover, a conbi nation of poor incone distribution and ineffective
safety nets has led to the further spread of poverty.

63. The current situation in many countries is one of increased econonic
difficulties, deteriorating social sectors and soaring unenploynment. Those
devel opnents have led to the inpoverishnent of the middle class and the creation
of a new group of poor, adding to the conplexity of defining the poor and
poverty of the region. The problens generated by the new category of poor wll
require specific policies and neasures. |In certain respects, they are very
different fromthe traditional poor in that they tend to be better educated,
general |y healthy, have smaller famlies, and are possibly nore enployable with
properly guided retraining progranmes.

64. Oher social ills currently confronting the region are related to crine,
fam ly disintegration, drug abuse, and the nmarginalization and alienation of
certain social groups. Although the nmagnitude of such problens is still small

conpared with the situation in other regions, the fact it has grown at a rapid
rate during the past decade warrants special attention. The spread and growh
of such social problens is directly linked to the rise in poverty and |ack of
job opportunities. Poverty, coupled with the inability to find a proper job,

l...
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can result in frustrations that lead to extrem sm and vi ol ence, hence socia
instability. As such, a new social contract that confornms to the new gl oba
realities is needed to alleviate poverty and unenpl oynent.

65. In order to address those conpl ex social problens, ESCWA has increasingly
given top priority to social issues, just as it does to economc matters. In
the area of poverty alleviation, the ESCWA secretariat has undertaken a nunber
of technical studies on the concept, neasurenent and determ nants of poverty in
Western Asia. |n a study on poverty neasurenment, ESCWA is devel oping a poverty
esti mation nodel based on private consunption, nutritional intake, enrolnent in
primary education, and the infant nortality rate in the countries of the region
Based on that nodel, the percentage of the population in various countries has
been estimated for 1992. A second regional study, entitled "Poverty in Wstern
Asia: a social perspective", provides a poverty profile for the region, with
analysis on the extent, nature and causes of poverty. The study singles out
four issues to assess their correlation to poverty: popul ati on dynam cs,

enpl oynent, health and education. It also identified groups of people nost
affected by poverty.

66. The ESCWA secretariat has undertaken several poverty profiles for countries
or areas in the region, including for Iraq, Lebanon, and the Wst Bank and Gaza.
Once the country profiles and sectoral studies are conpleted, enphasis will

shift to the evaluation of policy neasures adopted by ESCWA nenber States to
conbat poverty. The final stage (1998-1999 bienniun) will be devoted to
proposi ng operational policies aimed at eradicating poverty in the region.

67. Regarding issues related to social integration, ESCW\ has concentrated its
efforts on enhancing | ocal community devel opment in selected rural areas of
Syria and Egypt through the nobilization of |ocal capabilities and the
participation of avail able human resources. The project is supported by the
United Nations Volunteers and the Arab Qulf Programme for United Nations

Devel opnent Organi zations (AGFUND). A final evaluation was nade in

Novenber 1996, with prospects for expansion to include other countries in the
region, such as Lebanon. Several studies and | essons |earned fromthe

i mpl ementation of the project will be issued in due course.

68. The ESCWA secretariat provides technical assistance and support to
Governnents in establishing sustainable human devel opment networks. In
addition, it provides backstopping to Governnents to prepare national human
devel opnent reports. The ESCWA Human Devel opnent Section is inplementing with
the United Nations Devel opnent Programme a project entitled "Preparatory

assi stance for regional support of national efforts in pursuit of sustainable
human resources”". The project ains to inplenent the concept of sustainable
human devel opment through supporting national efforts to adopt and inplenent the
concepts and net hodol ogi es of SHD. The main goals of the project are to support
national efforts in pursuit of sustainable human devel opnent and to establish a
nmechani sm for the exchange of information and experiences in that field at the
national and regional levels; to participate in the dissem nation of information
on successful experiences in sustainable human devel opnment and the theoretica
evol ution of the concept and net hodol ogy of SHD;, and to establish an Arab
strategy for sustainable human devel opnent and fornul ate a programe for the

i mpl ement ati on of that strategy.
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69. To achieve those goals, the following activities have been pl anned:
creating national networks on sustainable human devel opment in at |east four
countries; engagi ng concerned governnental institutions and scientific research
centres, and establishing a regional sustainable human devel opment net wor k;
hol di ng two workshops on successful practical experiences in SHD, the first at
Cairo on the report of the Egyptian human devel opnment experience held in

May 1995, the second at Khartoum on conmunity devel opnent; and publishing six
speci al i zed studi es on sustainabl e human devel opment in the Arab worl d.

B. Disabled persons

70. In the area of social integration and as a followup to the Wrld Sunm t
for Social Devel opment, ESCWA has pronoted the study of disability-related
activities towards di sadvantaged and vul nerabl e groups and persons. A study
entitled "The situation of disabled wonen: their marginalization and neasures
for social integration in the ESCM region" was issued to that end.

71. ESCWA has opened the Arab Regional Conputer Training Centre for Blind Wnen
at Anman. The ongoing project is organized in collaboration with the Regiona
Centre for Rehabilitation and Training for Blind Grls at Aman, wth funding
provi ded by AGFUND and the United Nations Voluntary Fund on Disability, and with
support fromthe Japan International Cooperation Agency. The project ains to
upgrade the literacy levels of blind wonen and train themin basic conputer
skills in order to enhance their enploynent opportunities.

72. Another disability-related programe activity is the updating of the

bi bl i ography on disability issues in the Arab region, which was published in
1989. The bibliography is being processed on the Integrated Scientific

I nformati on System programme, and will be published in 1997.

C. Famlies in devel opnent

73. The structure of the Arab fam |y has been undergoi ng radica
transformation. Arned conflicts and political disturbances, rapid urbanization
i ndustrialization, mgration, new technol ogi es and access to information have
led to a gradual erosion of traditional social values and nornms. Soci 0o-econonic
factors, including the growing participation of wonen in the |abour force, have
had their inmpact on the fabric of the famly in the region, contributing to the
rise of the nuclear famly and changing attitudes and val ues that affect
relations among famly nenbers. The extended famly is giving way to the

nucl ear famly, in both urban and in rural areas due to internal and externa
mgration. Despite that change, an alternative to the traditional famly as a
social institution and as a source of cohesion and support within the society
has not energed, although sone of its functions are being assunmed by ot her
entities.

74. While traditional famly forms remain the normin nuch of the region,
changi ng soci al and econonic realities have inposed increasing pressure anmbng
fam |y menbers in recent decades. Those changes are posing difficult challenges
for the Arab famly and for policy makers concerned with maintaining socia
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stability and cohesion. Such challenges include the weakening of famly ties
due partially to spatial nobility; gradual shifting away from extended to

nucl ear and nore flexible famly forns; an increasing enphasis on individua
rather than communitarian social values; and a redefining of the traditiona

rol es and expectations of individual famly nenbers, particularly those of wonen
as caregivers, towards nore egalitarian and task-sharing partnerships within the
famly

75. During the current biennium famly issues are being addressed separately
and within the framework of other activities: a database is to be built on
policies and nmeasures to address the inpact of current social changes on wonen
and the family in the region, and a publication entitled Annotated Bibliography
on Arab Wonen and the Family: A Critical Assessnent is to be issued.

76. As a followup to the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wonen and t he
International Year of the Famly, an operational regional progranme for action
was fornulated to further the advancenent of Arab wonen and cenent ties within
the Arab famly. Towards that end, an Arab conference on fornulating a regiona
programe for action and foll ow up mechani smwas convened one year after the
Fourth Worl d Conference on Wnen at Anmman from 25 to 29 Septenber 1996. The
Arab conference adopted a progranme of action identifying concrete projets in
three areas of critical concern to Arab wonen and the famly: poverty,

deci sion-nmeki ng and famly issues. Activities under the famly thene fall under
the unbrella of alleviating wonen's poverty through their enpowernent, and

i nclude a survey of fenal e-headed househol ds on the feasibility of setting up
mcro-credit lending facilities for poor wonen in rural and urban areas and for
femal e singl e-headed househol ds; and studying the changi ng val ues of youth in
famlies, with a focus on identity crisis in conflict-stricken areas in the
regi on.



