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The neeting was called to order at 3 p. m

ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE WORK OF THE SESSI ON (agenda item 3) (conti nued)
(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 16)

Situation of human rights in Col onbi a

1. Ms. ROBINSON (Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts), introducing her
report on Col ombia (E/CN. 4/1998/16), said that the mandate of the O fice which
had been opened in that country, as defined in the agreement concluded with

t he Col onbi an Governnent, had been extended for a further year. That nmandate,
which in her view was bal anced, enabled the Ofice's experts to observe the
human rights situation and study the measures taken by the Col onbi an
Governnment to inprove it. The Ofice was al so providing the Col onbi an
Government with technical advice on the devel opnent and inplenentation of its
human rights policies and programes. It was working closely with civi

soci ety, non-governnental organi zations (NGOs) concerned with human rights,
and the nedi a.

2. The O fice could not give useful advice unless it had a thorough
understandi ng of the situation in the field, which it could gain by

receiving conplaints of human rights violations and breaches of internationa
humanitarian law. The O fice as also coordinating its activities with

other United Nations agencies and progranmes, including the Ofice of the
United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and with the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) on the inportant issue of
internally displaced persons. Finally, it was liaising with and assisting the
human rights treaty nonitoring bodies and the mechani sns of the Conm ssion

3. Fol | owi ng the renewal of the mandate of the Office in Colonbia, it had
been agreed with the Col onbi an Governnent that the nunmber of human rights

of ficers there would be increased to 12, which inplied that additiona
resources would have to be found. She thanked the Col onbi an Governnent for
its cooperation with the Ofice, which had al so benefited from support from
numer ous sectors of Col onbian society. She also thanked the States and the
Eur opean Commi ssion, which had funded the Ofice's operations for a whole
year, and | ooked forward to wel conming additional contributors. 1In conclusion
she stressed the inportance of the Ofice that had been established in

Col onbia to pronote the rule of |law and respect for human rights, which
responded to the aspirations of the Col onbi an people and woul d be a crucia
contribution to efforts to achieve a just and stable peace in the country.

4, Ms. ELJACH POLO (Cbserver for Colombia) said that the joint efforts
made by the United Nations and the Col onbi an Governnment to establish a specia
mechani sm for cooperation were beginning to bear fruit. The Ofice of the
Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights in Col onbia was hel ping to inprove the
human rights situation in the country and was facilitating the quest for

peace. It had assuned greater inportance in the eyes of Col onbian public

opi nion, having acquired a better understanding of the true situation in

Col onbia following visits by its officers to the |ocations that were nost
affected by the political violence and the internal armed conflict. As it had
stated in docunent E/CN. 4/1998/135 containing its comrents on the report of
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t he Hi gh Commi ssioner, the Col onbi an Governnent would continue to facilitate
the Ofice's activities, taking into consideration the concerns the latter had
expressed and the recomendations it had made.

5. However, the Col onbi an Governnent expected the Office to propose
practical solutions to ensure respect for human rights and internationa
humanitarian law. In that connection, it believed that the increase in the
nunber of officers would help to inprove the advisory services furnished to
the authorities and civil society. 1In the face of an internal armed conflict
such as that which had been raging in Colonbia for al nost 40 years, the duty
of any denocratic State was to persevere in the quest for a negotiated
settlenent and, at the sane tine, to nmake trenmendous efforts to guarantee and
protect the fundanental rights of its citizens. VWhile ensuring full respect
for human rights should not be postponed pending the achi evenent of peace, the
establ i shnent of peace woul d undoubtedly help to ensure respect for
fundanmental rights. The Governnent and the people of Col onbia were therefore
maki ng every effort to achieve those two ains.

6. In conclusion, the Col onbi an Governnent thanked all those who had pl ayed
arole in the establishnent of that innovative nechanismfor cooperation with
the O fice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights and urged themto
continue hel ping the Col ombians in their quest for peace and respect for human
rights.

7. Ms. LITTLE (Andean Conmi ssion of Jurists) wel comed the extension of the
agreenent concl uded between the Hi gh Comm ssioner and the Col onbi an Gover nnent
concerning the establishment of an Office of the H gh Conm ssioner in

Col onbia, as well as the increase in the staffing of that Ofice. It was
essential that the latter should receive not only all necessary econom ¢ and
political support but also the requisite financial resources in order to
enable it to discharge its task effectively. There was also a need to
reaffirmits fundanental ains, which were to render advisory services on the
pronoti on and protection of human rights to the governmental institutions and
the representatives of civil society, and to nonitor the human rights
situation. In that connection, the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts shoul d request
its various thematic nechanisns to continue to pay special attention to the
human rights situation in Colonbia in their respective annual reports.

8. Hi story had shown that the presence of United Nations m ssions and
offices in the field had a positive inpact on critical situations when their
mandat e and their working nethods were clear and when the parties concerned
denonstrated their good faith. Accordingly, it was essential to intensify the
activities and inprove the functioning of the Ofice in Colonmbia so that it
coul d make a noteworthy contribution to respect for human rights in that
country.

9. M. ARTUCI O (International Conmi ssion of Jurists - 1CJ) welconed the
fact that the nmandate of the O fice of the H gh Conmm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
i n Bogota had been extended for a further year and that the number of experts
wor ki ng there had been increased to 12. The International Conm ssion of
Jurists also welconed the report of the Hi gh Conm ssioner, which gave a clear
account of the human rights situation in that country. That situation had
deteriorated since 1997, as was shown by the increase in the activities of
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param litary groups, the intensification of the phenomenon of forced

di spl acenents of popul ation and the persecution of human rights activists. An
average of 10 persons died every day in Colonbia as a result of the

soci o-political violence taking place. The paramlitary groups had been
responsi ble for 76.8 per cent of those deaths in 1997.

10. Noting that, in her report, the H gh Conm ssioner had expressed concern
at the ineffectiveness of the State's mlitary bodies when it was a question
of actually opposing paramlitary groups in a resolute nmanner, the

I nternational Comm ssion of Jurists pointed out that the Human Ri ghts
Committee had found |inks between those groups and nenbers of the police
during its consideration of the report of Colonmbia. It also noted that, in
her report, the High Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts had urged the authorities
to take into account the recomrendati ons nade by the treaty nonitoring bodies
as well as by the special nechanisns of the Comm ssion on Human Rights. In
fact, the Col onbi an Governnent had not cashiered the nenbers of the armed
forces who were closely involved in violations of human rights, as had been
recommended by the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary
executions. It had not taken the requisite nmeasures to ensure that acts such
as torture, extrajudicial executions and enforced di sappearances were excl uded
fromthe jurisdiction of the mlitary tribunals, as had been recommended by
that Speci al Rapporteur and by the Special Rapporteur on torture. Finally, it
had not abrogated the presidential decree establishing the special private
surveillance and security services known as “Convivir”, as the Human Ri ghts
Conmi ttee had recommended.

11. The International Conm ssion of Jurists found it disturbing that the

Col ombi an Governnment had acted neither on those recommendati ons nor on those
of the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights in Col onmbia. For the
human rights situation to inprove, the Col ombi an Government's cooperation with
that O fice should lead to the adopti on of neasures and policies based on the
O fice's recommendati ons.

12. Ms. AVELLA (Wnen's International Denocratic Federation - WDF) said
that the violations of human rights in Col onbia were increasing in magnitude
and the list of trade-union |eaders, nmlitants and nmenbers, as well as human
rights activists, teachers, nen, wonen and children, who had been desi gnated
as mlitary targets was becom ng |longer every day. She noted that the various
Governnments of Col onbia had not acted on the reconmmendati ons nmade since 1990
by the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, sunmary or arbitrary executions
concerning the need to cashier all the nenbers of the police and arned forces
who were linked to paramlitary groups. On the contrary, officers such as
General Diaz, who had been accused of instigating or facilitating nmassacres,
had been acquitted by the mlitary tribunals and General del Rio, who had been
hel d responsi bl e for nunerous violations of human rights in the Uroba region
had even been pronoted. |In Colonbia, everyone was aware that the arned forces
were coll aborating with the paramlitary groups and, consequently, violations
of human rights by the forces responsible for maintaining | aw and order had
not di m ni shed, since those forces were acting through or in association

with those groups. The elimnation of political opponents was al so
continuing, and many of them |ike Senator Mtta, the Secretary-Cenera

of the Comuni st Party, had been forced to flee the country. During the

past 11 years, 4,000 persons, including Senator Cepeda Vargas, had been
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assassinated. It was evident that the speciality of the arned forces was
t he assassination of unarnmed persons and the elimnation of all those whom
they regarded as being internal enenies.

13. W DF had been inforned of the enmergence of a new phenomenon in the
anti-guerrilla canpaign, in which wonen had cone to be regarded as spoils
of war. By sexually assaulting, ill-treating and threatening relatives of

the victins, the arned forces had succeeded in ensuring that no conplaints
were | odged. Seven femal e trade-union | eaders had been assassinated in 1997
and the lives of at |east a dozen others were being threatened. Four of

the 20 human rights activists executed in 1997 were wonen. WDF call ed upon
the Conmi ssion to investigate all those violations by appointing a Specia
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Col onmbi a.

14. Ms. JACQUES (Lutheran World Federation), speaking also on behalf of the
World Council of Churches and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches,

wel comred the work being done by the High Comm ssioner's Ofice in Col ombi a,
which nerited the international community's active support. However, the

O fice should be encouraged to intensify its contacts with NGOs and soci a
sectors in that country in order to pronote respect for human rights and

i nternational humanitarian | aw.

15. The Hi gh Commi ssioner's report on the situation of human rights in

Col onbi a hi ghli ghted nunerous aspects of the crisis in that country and
enphasi zed, in particular, the crucial and conplex problemof inpunity, which
had been exacerbated by the fact that the military tribunals were vested with
extensive jurisdiction to hear even proceedings relating to violations of
human rights. It was therefore essential rapidly to draft and adopt

| egi sl ati on which clearly excluded those matters fromthe jurisdiction of the
mlitary tribunals and which stipulated that “due obedi ence” could not be

i nvoked as a |line of defence in cases involving violations of human rights and
breaches of international humanitarian |law. The problem of inmpunity was
aggravated by the indul gence that had been shown towards nenbers of

param litary or “private justice” groups, even though the latter were believed
to be largely responsible for the abuses conmitted in the country in recent
years.

16. The attacks and intinmidation to which humanitarian workers and human
rights activists were being subjected, as well as the recruitnent of mnors
into the ranks of the guerrillas or the arned forces or groups, and the

i ncreasi ng nunber of displaced persons due to the internal conflict, were
further matters of concern to which the Col onmbi an Government and the

i nternational comunity should give their full attention

17. The Lutheran Worl d Federation endorsed the request by many NGOs that the
Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts should submit to the General Assenbly, at
its 1998 session, a report on the activities of her Office in Bogota and on
the human rights situation in Colonbia. It hoped that the Bogota O fice would
continue to contribute to a resolution of the conplex crisis in Colonmbia in a
manner consistent with its people's desire for justice and peace.

18. Ms. PARES (Pax Romana) said that the Col onbi an Governnent appeared to
consi der that the bodi es and mechani sns established by the United Nations
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| acked any legitinmacy and authority. Accordingly, it had paid no attention to
the recomrendati ons that had been made by, inter alia, the Commission's
Speci al Rapporteurs on torture and on extrajudicial executions, and by the
Human Ri ghts Conmittee which, at its fifty-ninth session, had urged the
Governnment to put an end to the system of regional justice and “facel ess”
judges and wi tnesses, and to guarantee the right to | egal defence. The

regional tribunals were still operating, the right to due process was
constantly flouted and trade-unionists, students and di spl aced persons who
were nerely demanding the return of their land and their jobs were still being

prosecuted for terrorism

19. Mor eover, nenbers of the security forces were still blatantly supporting
param litary groups and the “Convivir” associations, which enjoyed | ega
recogni tion, which were responsible for 31 massacres in which 265 persons had
been killed in 1997 and which were operating mainly in highly mlitarized
zones. Far from being punished for their acts, the mlitary personne

i nvol ved had even been pronoted, as in the case of General Rito Alejo del Rio,
conmander of the arned forces in the province of Uroba. Follow ng numerous
appeals to renmedy that inpunity, the Col onmbian Governnent had finally
submitted two bills to Congress which nade the enforced di sappearance of
persons a crimnal offence and excluded violations of human rights from

the jurisdiction of the mlitary tribunals. However, according to the

Hi gh Commi ssi oner for Human Rights, those bills were not in conformty with
the existing international norns in that regard and, for the nmoment, no action
was being taken against the Col onbian mlitary personnel responsible for
enforced di sappear ances.

20. In spite of the opening of the Office of the H gh Commissioner's Ofice
in Bogotd, the structures that facilitated the violation of human rights

remai ned unchanged, as the Col onbi an Government | acked the political will to

i nprove the situation. Consequently, the United Nations should insist that

t he Government inplenment the recommendati ons addressed to it. Accordingly,
Pax Romana requested the High Comn ssioner to submit her report on Colonbia to
the General Assenbly and requested the Conmission to instruct its thematic
mechani sms to continue to nonitor the Col onbian crisis closely and to appoint
a special rapporteur on the human rights situation in Col onmbia.

21. M. MONTIEL (Pax Christi International) expressed his deep concern

at the human rights violations committed in Colonmbia in 1997, which the

Hi gh Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts herself had described as serious, gross and
systematic in her report. Pax Christi was particularly concerned by the
situation of human rights activists, nore than 20 of whom had been
assassinated in 1997, including Mario Cal derén and El sa Constanza Al varado,
both of whom were active nenbers of CINEP, and JesUs Maria Valle Jaramllo
Chairman of the Human Rights Conmittee of Antioquia. Oher human rights
activists had been the victins of enforced di sappearance or had been subjected
to threats and acts of harassnent which in sone cases had forced themto | eave
the country. Those acts fornmed part of a policy designed to crinminalize the
activities of human rights activists by portraying themas collaborators with
the guerrillas. |If nothing was done to put an end to the situation, it would
no | onger be possible to defend human rights in Col onbi a.
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22. Pax Christi therefore endorsed the H gh Conm ssioner's recomrendati on
No. 14 that the Col onbian authorities should ensure proper recognition of the
right of human rights advocates to conduct their activities wthout
interference or unlawful hindrance and w thout fear for their lives, physica
integrity or freedom That recommendati on shoul d be acconpani ed by neasures
to strengthen the capacity of the Ofice in Bogota. The Hi gh Commi ssioner
shoul d al so closely nonitor the inplenmentation of the recommendati ons nade to
t he Col onbi an Governnent by various United Nations bodies concerned with human
rights. Finally, Pax Christi International felt that the gravity of the human
rights situation in Colonbia warranted the appoi ntnent of a special rapporteur
of the Commi ssion on that question

23. M. FAI RBAI RN (Canadi an Council of Churches) said he shared the grave
concerns expressed by the High Commi ssioner with regard to the gross and
systematic violations of human rights that were being commtted in Col ombi a.
The Hi gh Commi ssioner had noted, in particular, the existence of |inks between
param litary groups and the State security forces and the failure of the

Col ombi an Governnent to take neasures to put an end to the activities of those
groups and their supporters. Although those |links had been attested by
hundreds of eyew tness accounts, the Col ombi an Governnment still maintained
that it was not supporting param litary groups, even though the l|atter had
expanded t hroughout the country and were acting openly in highly mlitarized
zones. That applied in particular to the Uroba region, where the abuses
committed with full inmpunity by those groups - selective assassinations,
forced di sappearances and nmassacres - had established a climate of terror that
had resulted in the forced di splacement of tens of thousands of Col obi ans

in 1997 alone. During a visit to the region in Cctober 1997, a del egation
fromthe Canadi an Council of Churches had personally observed the open

col | aboration between the security forces and paramilitary groups. Yet,

far from being renoved fromduty, General del Rio, the army commander of

the regi on, had been prompted and transferred to Bogota. |In contrast,

Col onel Vel asquez, his second-in-comand who had dared to denounce the

param litary-mlitary alliance in the region, had been accused of

i nsubordi nati on and forced to resign

24. The Canadi an Council of Churches urged that the Chairman's statenent on
the situation in Col onbia should faithfully reflect the grave concerns
expressed in the report of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts on that
question, that the H gh Conmi ssioner's Ofice in Bogota should continue to be
strengthened and that the O fice of the H gh Conm ssioner should make a

t hor ough report on the conpliance of the Col onbi an Governnment with
recommendations 7 and 8 in paragraphs 197 and 198 of the Hi gh Comm ssioner's
report that the authorities should permanently di sband paramilitary groups and
remove fromthe armed forces and police any persons found to have supported
param litary groups.

25. Ms. CHURCH (Catholic Institute for International Relations - CIIR)

wel conmed the fact that, in her first report on the human rights situation in
Col onbi a, the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts had characterized the
violations comritted in that country as “serious, gross and systematic” and
had pointed out that many of those violations had occurred outside the context
of the internal arnmed conflict and that the duty of the State to guarantee
human rights applied in all circunmstances. It seened clear, therefore, that
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t he Col onbi an Governnent could not invoke the internal arnmed conflict to
justify its failure to apply the recommendations made to it by internationa
bodi es.

26. ClIR al so believed that the establishnment of a just and | asting peace in
Col ombi a shoul d be based on respect for basic rights and concerted action to
conmbat the inpunity enjoyed by paramlitary groups. In 1997, the links

bet ween those groups and the State security forces had becone nore evident, as
had param litary participation in the activities of the so-called “Convivir”
associations. It was essential that, as recommended by the Hi gh Comm ssioner
t he Government should carry out an effective policy for permanently di sbandi ng
param litary groups and putting an end to the activities of “Convivir
associations” in order to elimnate their negative influence on the human
rights crisis and enable the State to have absolute control over the use of
force and weapons.

27. ClI R hoped that the Chairman's statenent would reflect the content of
the Hi gh Comm ssioner's report and requested the Conm ssion to consider
submtting that report to the General Assenbly.

28. M. PEREZ (International Federation of Human Ri ghts Leagues) regretted
that, in its reply (E/CN. 4/1998/135) to the report of the H gh Commi ssioner

t he Col onbi an Governnent had rejected her conclusion that the violations of
human rights in Colonbia continued to be serious, gross and systematic. The
International Federation rejected the explanations of the Col onbi an Gover nnent
which, in paragraph 2 of its reply, clained to be unable to fulfil its
obligation to safeguard the fundanental human rights of its citizens because
of the nunerous factors and parties involved, which were responsible for the
climate of violence, thereby attenpting to give the inpression that it was
itself a victimof the anarchy that prevailed in the country.

29. In reality, the | ack of genuine political will on the part of the

Col ombi an Governnent to renedy the situation could be seen fromthe fact that
no nmenber of the security forces had been dismissed fromhis post because of
participation in the crimnal activities of param|litary groups, and that the
latter were acting with the approval of the security forces. Moreover, the
mlitary crimnal tribunals were still acquitting mlitary and police
personnel involved in assassinations or massacres comitted by paramlitary
groups, in spite of the abundance of evidence against them and the Governnent
had refused to disband the groups of armed civilians that were thus acting in
conplete legality. The arny also appeared to regard as “subversive” all those
engaged in what it called “political warfare” - a termthat covered the
activities of NGOs, trade unions and sone political parties, such as the
Communi st Party and even traditional parties.

30. Consequently, the International Federation of Human Ri ghts Leagues
requested the Conmmission to ensure that the Hi gh Commissioner's Ofice in

Col ombi a was strengthened, to urge the Col ombi an Governnent pronptly to

i rpl enment the recomendati ons made in the H gh Comm ssioner's report, to
appoi nt a special rapporteur to nonitor the human rights situation in Col onbia
and, finally, to pay tribute to the menory of Jesls Maria Valle Jaranmllo
Chairman of the Human Rights Conmittee of Antioquia, who had been executed at
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Medel I in on 27 February 1998, and to that of all the other human rights
activists who had been assassinated in Col onmbia and el sewhere in the worl d.

31. M s. MEDI NA- ROSALES NATRAN (I nternational League for the Rights and

Li berati on of Peoples) said she rejected the internal conflict argunment that
had been invoked by the Col onbi an Governnent to justify its failure to

i mpl enent the recommendations of the High Commi ssioner's Office at Bogota.

The report of the Hi gh Commi ssioner clearly showed that the situation in

Col onbi a was far frominproving. Menbership of paramlitary groups was stil
not regarded as a crinmnal offence, and the Governnment had vested those groups
with new | egal status, thus showing that it had no intention to disband them
but, on the contrary, intended to use them not only to conmbat the guerrillas,
but also in order to elimnate human rights activists and its politica
opponents. Consequently, it was inportant to demand that the Governnment be
hel d responsible for the violations conritted by those groups at its
instigation and with its and the army's approval

32. Mor eover, the degree of inpunity in Col onbia remained very high, ow ng
to the fact that the systemof regional tribunals and facel ess judges was
still in force, which enabled the Government to secure the conviction of al
those whom it regarded as subversives on the grounds of their political
soci al or trade-union activities, and that the mlitary tribunals, which
totally | acked i ndependence and inpartiality, were continuing to deal with
cases that should fall within the jurisdiction of the civil courts.

33. The activity of the Ofice of the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights in
Bogota was linmted by the |ack of dialogue with Col onbian social and politica
organi zations, such as trade unions, agricultural associations and indi genous
nmovenment s, which were in the best position to provide informtion concerning

the real situation of the economc and social rights of the Col onbi an peopl e.

34. In conclusion, the International League requested the Conm ssion to take
a position on the question of the human rights situation in Col ombia by

appoi nting a special rapporteur on that question and by strengthening the High
Comm ssioner's Office in Bogotda. It would also be useful if the Hi gh

Commi ssioner were to visit the country periodically in order then to report on
the activities of the Bogotd Ofice to the General Assenbly. Instead of
abandoning Colonbia to its fate, the international comunity should demand
that the Governnent inplenent, as a matter of urgency, the recomendations
addressed to it.

35. M. MOTTA (American Association of Jurists - AAJ) said that he was a
senator, a nenber of the Col onbi an Comuni st Party and, |ike many ot her

Col onbi ans, a political exile. A reign of terror prevailed in Col onbia,

mai nt ai ned by the arny, groups of arned civilians known as “Convivir”

associ ations and paramlitary groups which, under the pretext of conbating the
guerrillas, were engaged in the systematic elimnation of political opponents,
trade unionists, social workers and human rights activists who, according to
them were waging a “political war”. In reality they were practising rea
State terrorism by invoking defence and national security against an interna
enenmy as their justification, a doctrine that was inconpatible with respect
for human rights and international humanitarian |aw.
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36. The Governnent continued to speak of the rule of law, when it was in
fact maintaining a systemof secret tribunals and facel ess judges, enacting
laws restricting public freedonms and refusing to approve the draft |aw on
enforced di sappearances because it would limt the jurisdiction of the
mlitary tribunals.

37. The Associ ation al so denounced the “Destructor |1” operation being
carried out by the Col ombi an armnmy agai nst the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colonbia with mlitary help fromthe United States in regions where indi genous
persons lived. Interference by foreign countries in the Col onbian conflict
certainly did not help to pronote peace there. A full account was given of
the worsening human rights situation in Colonmbia in the Hi gh Comm ssioner's
report (E/CN. 4/1998/16), and the AAJ hoped that the Comm ssion would appoint a
speci al rapporteur on the question and strengthen the Hi gh Comm ssioner's

O fice in Col onbia.

REPORT OF THE SUB- COVM SSI ON ON PREVENTI ON OF DI SCRI M NATI ON AND PROTECTI ON OF
M NORI TIES ON I TS FORTY- NI NTH SESSI ON (agenda item 15) (conti nued)

(E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 2- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 50; E/CN. 4/1998/86, 87 and Add.1, 88 and 89;
E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ NGO 1; E/CN. 4/1997/80; E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1997/11)

38. M. LINDQVI ST (Special Rapporteur of the Commission for Social

Devel opnent on Disability), introducing his report (A/52/56), said that under
hi s mandate, he had been working very closely with a group of experts
consisting of 10 people fromsix major international organizations in the
disability field having national affiliates in nore than 160 countries. The
excl usion which characterized the situation of disabled people took severa
forms, the nost conmon of which was |ack of access to certain services or
programmes, as their particular needs were not taken into account, or

pl acenment in institutions, which reduced their opportunities for socia

i ntegration and increased the risk of degrading treatnment, sexual abuse and
other forns of violence. The responses to the requests for information
addressed to States in 1996 on legislation to protect the rights of disabled
peopl e had shown that in many countries there were |egal provisions,
regul ati ons and practices which explicitly deprived various groups of disabled
peopl e from such fundanental rights as access to courts of law, politica
rights, property rights and the right to marriage and parent hood.

39. Since the drafting of the Wirld Progranme of Action concerning D sabl ed
Peopl e, consi derabl e progress had been nmade in recognition of the rights of
the disabled followi ng the study by M. Despouy, Special Rapporteur of the
Sub- Commi ssi on on human rights and di sabl ed peopl e, whose report had been
published in the early 1990s. General comment No. 5 of the Commttee on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights should be nmentioned in that regard, as
shoul d the increased attention being paid to the situation of disabled
children by the Comrittee on the Rights of the Child, the recent work of the
Conmi ssion on the Status of Whnen and Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts

resolution 1996/27. Sone countries had al so adopted anti-discrimnation
legislation in the disability field. Followup to inplementation of the
Standard Rul es on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with
Disabilities had indicated the inportance of coordinating social devel opment
and human rights activities. Wth regard to the drafting of a convention on
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the rights of disabled people, before making such a proposal it would be
better to see whether tangible results could be achieved through the use of
exi sting instrunents.

40. A disability conponent should be included in all relevant nonitoring
activities of the United Nations human rights bodies and a report should be
produced on the situation of disabled people based on information from NGGCs
and the Special Rapporteur. The Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner should offer
information and training in human rights to international NGOs dealing with

di sability questions. Comunication and cooperati on between those NGOs shoul d
be inproved. An international conference on human rights and disability
shoul d be convened in order to bring together human rights experts and
representatives of the organizations in the disability field for nore open

di scussi on and nutual understandi ng.

41. Ms. ANDERSON (Ireland), focusing her remarks on the human rights of
persons with disabilities, said that M. Lindgvist's report reinforced the
poi nt that treatnment of persons with disabilities came fully within the human
ri ghts agenda and should not be approached exclusively in a social welfare or
soci al devel opnent perspective characterized by an enphasis on providing
assistance to persons with disabilities. The two approaches should go hand in
hand, as they were conplenentary. Nevertheless, as M. Lindgvist had pointed
out, the word best describing the situation of disabled people was

“exclusion”. Disabled people lived in grimconditions in devel opi ng
countries; they were relegated to institutions in many countries in transition
and were still marginalized in devel oped countries, where they experienced

many difficulties, particularly in finding enploynment.

42. One of the nost effective tools for conmbating that marginalization and
excl usion was the Standard Rul es on Equalization of Cpportunities for Persons
with Disabilities, the inplenentation of which should be closely nonitored.
The |ink between disability and poverty should al so be recogni zed, and
bilateral and multilateral devel opnent cooperation programres shoul d include
disability neasures in their overall approach. The fundanental rights of
persons with disabilities should be systematically included in all nonitoring
activities of the United Nations human rights entities, as was already being
done by the Comrittee on the Rights of the Child, which in Cctober 1997 had
hosted a general discussion on the rights of children with disabilities and
continually raised the question of disabled children during its consideration
of States parties' reports.

43. Irel and was aware of the need for action on behalf of persons wth
disabilities. It was in that spirit that it had devel oped a conprehensive
dat abase on the service needs of all mentally handi capped persons in the
country and how to neet those needs. A new education bill containing

particul ar provisions on the needs of students with disabilities was pl anned,
and training and enpl oynent services were being restructured in an effort to
deal with high rates of unenpl oynent anong di sabl ed peopl e.

44, It was inportant not to tal k of disabled persons as victinms; they should
thenmsel ves participate in devel oping strategies on their behalf. Human rights
institutions and Governnents could cooperate with NGOs active in the
disability area which possessed a trenendous depth of know edge and
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experience. Her delegation would be presenting a draft resolution on the
human rights of disabled persons which it hoped woul d be adopted by consensus.

45. M. KALLEHAUGE (Denmark) said that the disabled community was the

| argest minority in the world today. Unlike wonmen and children, refugees and
victinms of racial and religious persecution, disabled people had no automatic
right to protection under international |law That was why the organizations
of di sabl ed people urged the Commission to take action at the present session
by adopting a resolution with a clear and direct nmessage to all nations that,
i ndividual ly and col l ectively, persons with disabilities had a right to equa
opportunities and to non-discrimnation. Human rights were universal and
applied to all human bei ngs, including persons with disabilities, because al
peopl e were born equal and had the same inalienable right to |ife, education
wor k, independent living and access to active participation in society. Any
di scrim nation agai nst persons with disabilities would be inconsistent with
the Standard Rul es on Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with
Disabilities and would therefore be an infringenent of their human rights.

46. Under those rules, persons with disabilities individually had a right to
effective nedical care and rehabilitation services to enable themto reach and
sustain their optinmm | evel of independence and functioning. They were also
entitled to live independently and to participate actively in society, as wel
as to have access to the physical environment, information and conmuni cati on
shelter, infrastructure, public transport services and all other basic
services. They should furthernore have access to education and studies at al

| evel s and to enploynent, and should enjoy the sanme social security benefits
as the rest of the population. Lastly, they had the right to participate
fully in the devel opnent process. Unfortunately, all those rights were stil
but a dream for nost disabled persons around the world. That situation would
not change unl ess Menber States acknow edged the unequal conditions under

whi ch the disabled comunity lived. Persons with disabilities nust make

t henmsel ves heard as an integrated group in order to attract the attention of
the politicians. The integration of disabled people into political Iife was
the best way to create equality of opportunity.

47. I ndividually and col l ectively, persons with disabilities had the right
to found and belong to representative organi zations, as well as to participate
in rehabilitation programmes and regional, national and | ocal plans concerning
all target areas for equal participation, in accordance with Rules 1 to 12.
Persons with disabilities should be included in all strategies ainmed at

eradi cating poverty, pronoting education and enhanci ng enpl oynent.

48. Three principles of interpretation should al ways be borne in nmind when
dealing with disability issues. First, it was incunmbent upon anyone

who did not respect the Rules to substantiate that that treatnment did not
constitute discrimnation against disabled persons. Secondly, no national or

i nternational |egal instrunent nust be interpreted to place persons with
disabilities at a disadvantage or offer them|ess protection than was offered
to other persons. Thirdly, whenever a particular group of vul nerable,

mar gi nal i zed or inpoverished persons was nmentioned in a human rights

i nstrument, the text should be read to include persons with disabilities as
bel onging to the group. Observance of those three principles would contribute
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consi derably to the mainstream ng of the human rights of persons with
disabilities in all the human rights activities of the United Nations and nost
of its Menber States.

49. M. DRZEW CKI (Pol and) said the Polish del egation had al ways been in
favour of further exam nation of the issue of m nimum humanitarian standards.
Such standards could help to offset the failures of existing |legal instrunents
and consequently help to mnimze untold human suffering. 1t welcomed the
report of the Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN. 4/1998/87 and Add. 1), which hel ped
significantly to clarify the issue of the applicability of m nimum standards
and set the framework for future discussions. As to the term nology, it was
better to speak of “standards of humanity” than “humanitarian standards”, and

he al so did not object to replacing “mni muni by “fundanmental ”, although the
term m ght generate unnecessary di scussion on those standards which m ght not
be consi dered fundanental. Hi s delegation welconed the focus in the report

on human rights abuses in situations of internal violence. Mre informtion
shoul d be collected in order to gain a fuller picture of such abuses
(E/CN. 4/ 1998/ 87, para. 37). However, the report underestimated the need to
pronote universal ratification of the two international Covenants on human
rights, merely stating that they had been ratified by a “solid majority of
Menber States”

50. Fundanent al standards were needed to remedy the failure of the

i nternational comunity to conme to an agreenment on the scope of the escape
clauses in international human rights treaties. Poland, which had had its

own experience with martial law in 1982, was well-placed to know that the
provi sions of international instruments could be bypassed. 1In a broader
context, the proclamation of states of enmergency had becone a regular practice
after the Second Wrld War, to the extent that some nations had |lived |onger
under states of energency than under a denocratic system Furthernore,

i nternational supervision in that field was particularly weak. The next

report should pay particular attention to that problem

51. The Polish del egati on wel conmed the report's establishnment of guidelines
for the identification of customary rules. The study on the question
currently being carried out by the | CRC should be duly taken into account

in the course of further discussions by the Conm ssion. Sonme of the new
devel opnents indicated in the report were encouragi ng, such as the energence
of case law fromthe International Crimnal Tribunals established for the
former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, which denonstrated that m ni mum standards
applied in all situations, particularly in internal conflicts, in which human
dignity was threatened. Poland held high hopes for the Diplomatic Conference
to be held in Rone in June and July 1998 and which woul d nost |ikely address
the question of violence in situations of internal disturbances and
responsibility for human rights abuses within the framework of the creation
of an international crimnal court. The Vienna Declaration and Programre of
Action had called on the international comunity to support the strengthening
and pronotion of denmpcracy, devel opnent and respect for human rights and
fundamental freedons throughout the world. Those fundanmental objectives would
not, however, be achi eved unl ess fundanental standards of humanity were
applied to all Governments, all other entities and all situations. |In that
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spirit, Poland lent its support to the proposal that the Secretary-Ceneral
in coordination with the ICRC, should be requested to continue his study of
fundanment al standards of humanity.

52. M. ALFELD (South Africa) welconed the Secretary-Ceneral's anal ytica
report on fundanental standards of humanity (E/ CN. 4/1998/87 and Add. 1), which
contained a lucid listing of the advantages and di sadvant ages of such
standards. That listing woul d ease the task of those responsible for
education in the field of human rights, which was a matter of crucia

i nportance. His delegation was particularly in favour of the use of the
expression “fundamental standards of humanity”, which would not only avoid

the negative and m sl eadi ng connotation of the term “m ni mum humanitari an
standards” but would also serve as a reninder that the purpose of the exercise
was definitely not to place a limtation on existing standards.

53. He recalled that the participants in the International Wrkshop on

M ni mum Humeni t ari an Standards, held in Cape Town in Septenber 1996, had
encour aged Governnents, international and regional organizations, as wel

as NGCs and civil society, to pronote a debate on the need for the use of
fundament al standards of humanity applicable in all circunstances, as wel

as on practical neasures ainmed at the inprovenment of the situation of those
affected (E/CN. 4/1997/ 77/ Add. 1, annex). The situation of those exposed to
extrene suffering because of inadequate protection was too often overl ooked.
It was clear that existing international law relating to human rights and
humani tarian norns applicable in armed conflicts did not adequately protect
human beings in situations of internal violence, disturbances, tensions or
public emergencies. It was well documented that the majority of present-day
conflicts fell into exactly that category. The international comunity should
take action to address those shortcom ngs.

54. A logical first step would be to ensure that all countries had
appropriate national |egislation for dealing with situations of interna
conflict and to attenpt to inprove the pronotion, inplenentation and
observance of existing standards, inter alia by urging the universa
ratification of international human rights treaties and of the 1949 Geneva
Conventions and their 1977 Additional Protocols, including the acceptance of
t he conpetence of the International Fact-Finding Conm ssion established under
article 90 of Additional Protocol |I. Such neasures relied heavily on the
provi sion of |egal and technical assistance to Governnents, especially those
in the developing world, with a viewto capacity- and institution-building in
t hose spheres. He commended the good work done by the Advisory Services Unit
of the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner and by the ICRC. On the African
continent, the nove towards establishing an African Court of Human Ri ghts and
the strengthening of the conflict-prevention nechanisns of the Organization of
African Unity (OAU) were positive developnments in that regard. South Africa
strongly supported the creation of an i ndependent and effective internationa
crimnal court.

55. It was clear that fundanental standards of humanity shoul d not preclude
simul taneous efforts to address the root causes of conflict, such as poverty
and underdevel opnent. It would be regrettable for the debate to becone bogged

down in consideration of the possible effect of the standards on the
sovereignty of States. The potential beneficiaries of those rules, the
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unprotected victins, deserved a better response fromthe internationa
comunity. South Africa supported Switzerland' s proposal that the
Secretary-Ceneral's anal ytical report be discussed at a sem nar to be
organi zed by the Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts.

56. M. SINGH (India) said that he wel coned the steps taken by the

Sub- Commi ssion to reformits working methods. It was inportant that the
process shoul d continue so that the Sub-Conmi ssion could fulfil its role as

a “think-tank”. Rationalization of the Sub-Comm ssion's agenda shoul d be
followed up with better tine managenent, as over 60 per cent of the tine
during the forty-ninth session had been taken up with interventions by
observers and NGOs. That would be a way of re-establishing the primcy of

t he Sub-Comm ssion as a forum of experts. His delegation also encouraged the
Sub- Commi ssi on to exam ne how di scussions in the Wrking Goups on mnorities,
contenporary fornms of slavery and indi genous popul ati ons could be better
followed up. India fully supported the proposal of the Sub-Conm ssion to
extend the mandate of the Wbrking G oup on Mnorities, which had identified
constructive and practical solutions that could bring about neani ngful change
on the ground. The Sub-Conmi ssion shoul d exam ne practical neasures to
pronote tol erance and pluralismas a nmeans of strengtheni ng denocracy and the
enjoynent of all human rights, as well as conbating prejudice, discrimnation
and intol erance.

57. Efforts to prioritize, focus and systenatize the conduct of studies had
got off to a good start. The concise reports prepared after each session
anal ysing the plenary debate on each of the working papers, would enhance the
under st andi ng of Menber States of current developnments in the field of human
rights. The Indian del egati on commended in particular the working paper on
terrorismand human rights and supported the Sub-Comm ssion's reconmendati on
that a full-fledged study on the subject should be conducted. The

Sub- Commi ssi on shoul d strengthen and expand its work in the area of the right
to devel opment and economic, social and cultural rights, preparing a draft
decl aration on human rights and extreme poverty which would highlight the |ink
bet ween devel opnent and human ri ghts.

58. The status of contributions to the United Nations Voluntary Fund on
Cont enporary Fornms of Slavery was a natter of concern to India, which urged
the Ofice of the Hi gh Conmissioner to intensify its efforts to renedy the
situation. The Sub-Conm ssion should continue to seek “constructive
solutions” for the different human rights problens, by providing a forumfor
the exchange of information on “best practices” in different parts of the
world. The Sub- Comm ssion could thereby play a dynanmic role in advancing

t he cause of human rights.

59. Ms. MARKUS (Observer for the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said there

were 500 million disabled nmen, women and children throughout the world.
Despite the many instrunents referring to the rights of the disabled, from
the 1969 Decl aration on Social Progress and Devel opnent to the Beijing

Decl aration and Platform for Action of 1995, that 10 per cent of the world's

popul ation was still living in difficult conditions that prevented them from
exercising their fundanental rights and deprived them of the possibility to
participate in society. Islamand Sharia clearly enphasized the need to

provi de assistance to needy persons. That was why Libya had initiated the
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CGeneral Assenbly's proclamation of 1981 as the International Year of D sabled
Persons, which had been focused on the prevention of disability and the ful
participation of disabled persons in society. In its resolution 37/53 on the
i npl enmentation of the Wirld Programre of Action concerning Di sabl ed Persons,
the Assenbly had urged the organi zations of the United Nations systemto
recogni ze the needs of disabled persons. |In that connection, Libya believed
it was necessary to create a body that, under the supervision of the Ofice
of the High Comm ssioner, would be in charge of nonitoring respect for the
fundanmental rights of disabled persons. A convention should also be drafted
on the subject.

60. M. Hynes (Canada) took the Chair.

61. M. ROMARE (Observer for Sweden) said that Sweden had al ways actively
supported United Nations activities in the field of disability. It had, for
exanple, initiated the drafting of the Standard Rul es on the Equalization of
Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities, adopted by the General Assenbly
in 1993, which conplenented the Wirld Progranme of Action concerning D sabl ed
Persons, adopted by the CGeneral Assenbly in 1982. The rules were ai med at
hel pi ng di sabl ed persons to take charge of their lives.

62. Two thirds of the disabled persons of the world lived in devel oping
countries where the services they needed to assist them were scarce or
non-exi stent. Their human rights were being violated. Many of them were
anong the poorest of the poor, and wonmen with disabilities were triply
handi capped. Their need for gender equality and for enpowernment was
particularly urgent. Children with disabilities were also especially

vul nerable. Al too many of themdid not go to school because they | acked
transport facilities, or sinply because teachers did not want themin the
classroom Special attention should also be given to persons with psychiatric
disabilities, as they were nore vul nerable than other disabled persons and
were | ess able to defend their rights.

63. In view of the inportance of the work of NGOs on behal f of the disabled,
in particular the organizations of the disabled thenselves, the Swedish

del egation fully supported the recommendati ons of the Special Rapporteur

to create closer cooperation between NGOs, the United Nations human rights
entities and the Standard Rul es nonitoring nmechani sm

64. M. ROSSI (International Association for Religious Freedom, before
referring to the question of mnorities, said that, contrary to what had been
asserted, to his great astonishnment, by an expert of the Sub-Conmi ssion at its
| ast session, any group that professed a faith different fromthat of the
majority of the population, even if it had the same ethnic, linguistic or

ot her characteristics, nust be considered a religious mnority under nationa
and international law. It was essential to protect such mnorities against
religious extrem sm

65. In India, for exanmple, Hindu nationalists wanted to turn the country
into a Hindu State, which raised fears anong the Muslimmnority. |In the
State of Jammu and Kashmir, on the other hand, where the popul ation was nostly
Muslim it was the Hindu mnority that was having difficulties. The Hindu
comunity of the Pandits, which had been settled for centuries in the
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Kashm r valley, had for several years been the target of ethnic and religious
cleansing. On 25 January 1998, terrorists had massacred 23 Pandits, including
nine wonen and four children, in the village of Vandahama, near Srinagar
Before |l eaving the village, the terrorists had set fire to the small Pandit

tenpl e.

66. The Associ ation therefore urged the Commi ssion to recomrend to the
Sub- Commi ssion and its Working Group on Mnorities to pay closer attention to
the situation of religious mnorities. It also called upon the Sub-Conm ssion

to urge the Governnents of Pakistan and India to spare no effort to find a
political solution to the problemof Kashmir, to reject all forns of violence
and ethnic and religious cleansing and to guarantee respect for the rights of
all mnorities, including the Pandit mnority, which should be able to return
to the Kashmir valley and live in peace with the Muslimmajority.

67. M. TEITELBAUM (American Association of Jurists) called the attention
of the Conmission to the case of Waldo Al barracin, President of the Permanent
Human Ri ghts Assenbly of Bolivia and a nmenber of the Anmerican Association of
Jurists, who had been invited by an NGO, Oxfam Quebec, to go to Canada

in 1998. When the aeroplane carrying himfromBolivia to Canada had st opped
in Mam, he had been treated as a crimnal by the United States authorities.
After subjecting himto a body search and taking away all his persona
effects, he had been forbidden to continue his journey and had been sent back
to Bolivia, even though all his papers and tickets were in order. That
constituted a flagrant violation of article 12 of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, on the right to freedom of novenent, to which
the United States was a party. He pointed out in that connection that none of
the 17 reservations that had been entered by the United States Government
concerned article 12. That new incident was part of the franmework of
repression organized fromthe United States and ainmed for decades at
denocratic and popul ar figures and novenents from Latin Anerica.

68. The Association had filed a lawsuit for M. Albarracin to obtain
conmpensati on.

69. M_. PANDI TA (African Conm ssion of Health and Hunman Ri ghts Pronpters)
said that, in its resolution 1996/20, the Sub-Conmmi ssion had reiterated its
unequi vocal condemmation of all acts, nethods and practices of terrorism
regardl ess of their notivation, in all its forns and manifestati ons, wherever
and by whonever committed, as acts of aggression ainmed at the annihilation of
human rights, fundanental freedons and denpbcracy, threatening territoria
integrity and destabilizing legitimtely constituted Governnments, and

underm ning pluralistic civil society. That statenent should serve as a basis
for an acceptable definition of terrorism There appeared to be no need for
the Speci al Rapporteur on terrorismand hurman rights to rake up controversies
over the definition by linking the issue to national |iberation struggles or
struggles for the right of self-determ nation

70. It was also inportant to remain vigilant in the face of new forms of
terrorism His organization called in particular for nore concrete steps to
conmbat and elimnate transnational terrorism The Cuban Government had drawn
the attention of the Special Rapporteur to States which allowed known
terrorist groups to renmain based on their soil and then operate in
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nei ghbouring countries with total inmpunity. Subscribing to that observation
the League of Arab States had proposed that States should be urged to refrain
fromsheltering outlaws, prohibit hostile activity against another State,
cease interfering in the internal affairs of other States and respect their

i ndependence and sovereignty.

71. Recently, transboundary terrorism had caused new victins.

On 25 January 1998, 23 nenbers of the Pandit mnority, including 9 wonen

and 4 children, had been savagely killed in the village of Wandahama in

Jammu and Kashmir. The Pandits were not the only victinms. On 4 July 1995,
five European tourists had been taken hostage in Kashmr by terrorists. The
organi zati on Harakatul Ansar, alias Al Faran, had clainmed responsibility. One
of the hostages had been found beheaded a nmonth |ater, and the whereabouts of
the other four were still unknown. In October 1997 the head of that terrorist
organi zati on, Fazlur Rehman Khalil, had publicly stated in Rawal pi nd
(Pakistan) that its 10,000 activists were carrying out a jihad in Kashmr

agai nst the infidels. Pakistan seened to have fallen into the hands of
extrem st organi zati ons supporting transboundary terrorism

72. The United Nations system possessed the necessary |egal arsenal to
elimnate the threat of transboundary terrorism the question was whet her
there was the will to use it.

73. Ms. TANAKA (International Myvenent against Al Forns of Discrimnation
and Racisnm) drew the attention of the Conm ssion to the urgency of

i nvestigating the nodern nmani festations of trafficking in wonen and girls,

i ncluding the globalization of the international sex trade; increased

organi zation of the traffickers, who often benefited fromthe collusion of
governnment officials, tourist agencies and airline conpanies; and
diversification in the purposes of trafficking, including forced nmarriages and
ot her fornms of sexual exploitation

74. In a study conducted by her organization on the trafficking of Asian
wonen to Japan, it had becone apparent that in nost cases those wonen becane
or renmai ned prostitutes because of poverty and unenpl oynent, |ack of proper
reintegration services, adverse social attitudes or famly pressure. It was
therefore not sufficient nmerely to oblige States to punish the exploitation of
the prostitution of others; they nust also be obliged to address the root
causes of trafficking, penalize the traffickers and reintegrate the victimns.
An i ndependent supervisory body should al so be enpowered to nonitor the

i npl enent ati on of those obligations through the scrutiny of State reports and
i nformation provided by NGOCs.

75. To that end her organization would transmt to the Wbrking G oup on

Cont enporary Fornms of Slavery a draft optional protocol to the 1949 Conventi on
for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the
Prostitution of Others, which would include provisions to enpower the victins
and survivors of trafficking to exercise a certain nunber of rights, including
the right to bring civil suit against their traffickers; to facilitate the
work of NGOs; to penalize the culprits of trafficking and their acconplices
nmore severely; to strengthen the inplenentation of the 1949 Convention through
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enhanced State reporting procedures, individual conplaints procedures and
mandat ory national plans of action; and to set up a special fact-finding
mechani sm

76. Ms. SMALLWOOD (North-South XXI) said that it was not until 1967 that
the Australian indi genous people had obtained citizenship. Because of the
genoci de of which they had been the victins, they represented only

1.6 per cent of the Australian popul ation. Between 1910 and 1970, a |arge
nunber of indigenous children had been forcibly renoved fromtheir famlies.
Under the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Puni shnment of the Crine of
Genoci de, such a policy amobunted to genocide. Australia had ratified that
Convention in 1949.

77. The i ndi genous people of Australia constituted a fourth world in the

m dst of a wealthy devel oped country. The infant nortality rate of indigenous
children was three times greater than that of other babies; indigenous life
expectancy was 25 years |ower than that of other Australians; and indi genous
unenpl oyment was five to six tinmes greater than that of other Australians. In
remote rural areas, indigenous communities still |acked basic infrastructure,
such as clean drinking water. Politicians were currently trying to take away
the land rights of indigenous people. Funding for the Indigenous Affairs
Department was being cut, and racial intolerance was being allowed to enter
the political spectrum

78. I n Kakadu National Park, indigenous people were opposing all uranium
m ni ng, because for themthe | and was sacred. The Governnment reasoned purely
in terms of econonmics and did not consider the indigenous people's cultura
ties to the land. Her organization called on the United Nations to take the
concerns of the indigenous people of Australia into account and to intervene.

79. Ms. PO.ONOVSKI - VAUCLAIR (Coal ition against Trafficking in Wnen) said
that the prostitution and trafficking of wonen and girls had reached epidem c
proportions in many Asian countries, and in Taiwan in particular. Thailand
was the mgjor sending country, and Japan was the mgj or destination, where sone
150, 000 wonen and girls were working in the Japanese sex industry, roughly

80 per cent of them Thais and Filipinas, and 20 per cent Korean and Tai wanese.
Tai wan was the hub of the traffic, one consequence being that Taiwanese girls
and wonmren were being increasingly targeted by the pinps and traffickers:

bet ween 60, 000 and 100, 000 wonen and girls worked in the sex industry, and the
figure was much hi gher when m grant wonmen workers were added.

80. There were three central nmeans of recruitnent. First of all, in recent
decades brokerages and agenci es had been introducing “international brides”
into Taiwan and, according to the Taiwan G ass-Roots Wnen Wrkers' Centre, by
the end of 1996 there were 130,000 such wonmen. Once in Taiwan, they were
noved into prostitution and other fornms of sexual exploitation or transferred
to Japan to work in the sex industry there. Secondly, since the 1950s wonen
from 10 i ndi genous tribes of Taiwan had been targeted by the sex industry,

whi ch had strong ties to organized crinme. Some 5,000 of them had reportedly
been sent to Japan. Thirdly, Chinese minority wonmen refugees in the northern
border zones of Thail and and Canbodi a who could not work in either of those
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countries because of their refugee status, were also targeted. After being
sent to Taiwan with migrant worker status, they were forced to work in the sex
i ndustry.

81. One very urgent problemwas health. Because of their illegal status,
worren coul d not receive welfare or nedication. Gven the alarm ng proportions
reached by AIDS in Thailand, the figures for HV positives and AIDS i n Tai wan
remai ned underestimted. Wth the devel opnent of the Thail and- Tai wan-Japan

i nkage, the AIDS situation was extrenely alarnm ng, given the |ack of
systematic investigation or transparency. As Taiwan renmained a closed State,
the international community should be aware of the increasing danger of the
epi demi ¢ and provi de wonmen and girls with access to the internationa

agenci es.

82. It was obvious that the situation of trafficking in wonmen in Tai wan had
becorme worrisome. The Conmi ssion was therefore urged to take the necessary
measures to provi de easy and direct access for Tai wanese NGOs to

United Nations bodies and specialized agencies. The Special Rapporteur on

vi ol ence agai nst wonen shoul d conduct a thorough investigation and report on
trafficking in wonen and girls, the international bride market and domestic

| abour and prostitution in south-east Asia, including Taiwan.

83. Ms. BECK-HENRY (World Movement of Mothers) said that in many countries,
the place and role of nbthers in society was not recognized. A d and paynents
to mothers, according to the particular circunstances or the country
concerned, made them perpetual welfare recipients. The Wrld Mvenent of

Mot hers believed that nothers were workers in their own right and that the
status of nother, whether she stayed at home or engaged in an occupation
out si de the honme, should be established. Modthers should be legally and
financially entitled to choose the nunber and needs of their children, based
on the stability of the fam|ly, particularly if the children were disabled or
needed special attention or assistance.

84. She called on the Conmission to render justice to nothers and urged al
countries to give themthe place they deserved

The neeting rose at 6 p.m




