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The neeting was called to order at 6.05 p.m

REPORT OF THE SUB- COVM SSI ON ON PREVENTI ON OF DI SCRI M NATI ON AND PROTECTI ON OF
M NORI TIES ON I TS FORTY- SEVENTH SESSI ON (agenda item 16) (conti nued)

(E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 2- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41, E/CN. 4/1997/76, 77 and Add.1 and 2, 78-81
and 108; E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1996/6; A/ 51/309; A/ 52/56)

1. M. SEMASHKO (Ukraine) noted the inportant role played by the

Sub- Commi ssion in the human rights field, especially through its Wrking
Groups on I ndigenous Popul ations and Mnorities. Hs delegation in particular
supported the Sub-Conm ssion's standard-setting activities and, in that
regard, drew attention to the work done by the Commi ssion's Wbrking Goup in
el aborating a draft declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples on the
basis of a text adopted by the Sub-Comm ssion a few years previously. The
Sub- Commi ssi on was of unquestionable value in considering matters such as
racism racial discrimnation, the protection of minorities and indi genous
peopl es, and contenporary forns of slavery; its nandate had been steadily
expanded over the years, as was clear fromthe 12 draft decisions it had
recommended to the Conmi ssion for adoption, since only a few of them were
covered by its initial terns of reference. The Sub-Comm ssion was aware of
the problem and had nade efforts to rationalize its nmethods of work,
restructure its agenda and achi eve better coordination of its work with that
of the Commi ssion on Human Rights and ot her human rights bodies. |In that
connection his delegation welconed its decision not to take action, at its
forty-ninth session, on human rights situations which the Conmm ssi on was

al ready considering on the basis of its public procedure; that would avoid
duplicati on between the two bodies. The Sub-Comm ssion had also rightly

deci ded not to propose any new studies and to have only those working
docunents that had no financial inplications prepared. Yet it should also
ensure that any studies undertaken dealt with inportant human rights probl ens
or new issues which had not yet been tackled by other United Nations organs or
bodies. A large nunmber of human rights standards had al ready been adopted,
and it should now ensure that they were effectively applied and respected

t hroughout the world. On the other hand, the Sub-Comm ssion nmust pay nore
attention than previously to mnority and indi genous problens, which had
recently assuned greater proportions.

2. It was al so essential to curb the politicization which was at present a
hal | mark of the Sub-Commi ssion's work and whi ch was encouraged by the undue
attention it accorded to situations in certain countries. A body like the
Sub- Commi ssi on consi sting of independent experts should not adopt resol utions;
such action was of a political nature and therefore the prerogative of organs
such as the Conm ssion, whose nenbers were States. It would be better for the
Sub- Commi ssion to make recommendati ons on the basis of an in-depth analysis of
specific situations. It nmust preserve its independence in order to ensure the
efficiency of its work in promoting human rights in the world.

3. Referring to the 1503 procedure, under which the Sub-Comr ssion

consi dered communi cati ons concerni ng human rights violations, he noted that
such compl aints reflected individual violations rather than situations that
m ght reflect the existence of flagrant and systematic human rights

viol ations. The 1503 procedure was, noreover, extrenely slow and usually
based on indirect sources of information. Lastly, it was inaccessible to
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illiterate peoples who were unaware of United Nations procedures. It should
be backed up by nore efficient machi nery that enabl ed the Sub-Comm ssion duly
to select cases of violations calling for action on the part of the
Conmi ssi on.

4. Ms. ANDERSON (Ireland), explaining that she wished to deal in particular
with the issue of persons with disabilities, noted that the various

i nternational instrunments which dealt with that question, and in particular
the Standard Rul es on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with
Disabilities, conferred on such persons rights and not privileges which could
be withdrawn at the whimof CGovernnents or suspended or reduced on grounds of
resource constraints. Respect for those rights neant that persons with
disabilities nmust be able to participate fully in all aspects of civi

society, including the political process. It also inplied transparency in the
formul ati on and i npl enmentati on of government policy so as to ensure that
persons with disabilities were fully aware of, and had a voice in, the steps
taken to ensure the full enjoyment of their human rights.

5. Two aspects of the disabilities issues were of concern to the

Conmi ssion. The first concerned causation, since very often human rights
violations, nanmely torture, nmalnutrition, |ack of sanitation and proper

medi cal care, caused disabling injuries, either mental or physical. That
aspect of causation was dealt with under a nunber of items on the Commi ssion's
agenda. The second aspect concerned the w despread evi dence of systematic and
institutionalized discrimnation against persons with disabilities which could
result in their marginalization or exclusion fromsociety. In his report on
monitoring the inplenmentation of the Standard Rul es on the Equalization of
Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (A/52/56) that was before the
Commi ssi on, the Special Rapporteur of the Conm ssion for Social Devel opnent
noted that the human rights of persons with disabilities enjoyed only weak
protection in many countries.

6. Her del egation shared the Special Rapporteur's view that the Rul es
shoul d pl ace greater enphasis on respect for fundanmental rights and that
greater attention should be paid in future to the needs of wonen and chil dren
It was pleased that the Commission for Social Devel opnent had reconmended the
renewal of the Special Rapporteur's mandate and hoped that he would be invited
to participate in the Conm ssion's discussion of the question of the rights of
persons with disabilities at its forty-fourth session

7. It was clear that violations of the human rights of persons with
di sabilities could not be elimnated overnight. Yet there was no shortage of
material to work on. In his report on the question published as part of the

human rights study series under sales no. F.92.XIV.4, the Sub-Comm ssion's
Speci al Rapporteur, M. Despouy, had submtted useful recomendati ons on the
subject as well as a proposal for the establishnent of internationa

machi nery, on which action should be taken. The role that could be played by
themati c and country rapporteurs should al so be studied in addressing
disability and the inportance of human rights education

8. M. LEHVANN (Denmark) said it was of great inportance that disability
i ssues should be viewed in a human rights perspective and figure prom nently
on that agenda of the Comm ssion on Human Rights. Hi s delegation intended to



E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ SR. 24
page 4

contribute actively to the drafting of a nore substantive resolution on the
guestion at the Comm ssion's fifty-fourth session; it was in favour of
renewi ng the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on disability of the Comm ssion
for Social Devel opnent and hoped that the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts woul d
invite himto participate in its work in 1998.

9. Integration, full participation and equal opportunities were the main
objectives, and it would therefore be useful if the resolution to be submtted
to the Conmission at its next session were to cover elenmentary human rights
for persons with disabilities namely, the right to participate in all aspects
of society, the right to information, the right to form organi zati ons of

di sabl ed persons, the right to education, to work, to social security, to
housi ng, to devel opnent - having regard to their particular handicap - as well
as the right to equality and to enjoy certain privileges. The Comm ssion was
under a duty to put an end to the unfair treatnent of persons with
disabilities and to confirmthat their place was everywhere.

10. M. VERGNE SABO A (Brazil) noted with regret that the Sub-Conmi ssion's
report, which used to be one of the npbst inportant on the Comm ssion's agenda,
had during the past few years been exanmined in a cursory fashion, as was clear
fromthe mni mum anpunt of tinme allocated to the itemat the current session
There was a tendency at the present tinme not only to disregard the work done
by the Sub-Conm ssion, which had often managed to open up new avenues, but
also to deny the validity of its very existence. Such criticismwas not new
and in sone cases even justified, but in point of fact it called in question

t he Sub- Comm ssion's independence. 1In the view of his del egati on, any serious
criticismof the Sub-Comm ssion also entailed reflection about the work of the
Commi ssion itself, since if the Sub-Comm ssion was begi nning increasingly to
resenmbl e the Conmi ssion the reverse was al so true.

11. Efforts had admittedly been nmade by the two bodies to reform and
rationalize their nethods of work, and specific nmeasures had al ready been
taken to that end by the Sub-Comr ssion, as indicated in the report submtted
by the Chairman of its forty-eighth session, M. Asbjgrn Eide
(E/CN. 4/ 1997/ 79). His delegation in particular welconed the Sub-Comm ssion's
decision not to take action on human rights situations that had al ready been
considered by the Commission at its latest session. It also supported the
idea, referred to in paragraph 20 of that report, that the Sub-Comr ssion
shoul d prepare a conprehensive report containing information on violations of
human ri ghts wherever they occurred. The Conmi ssion could usefully provide

t he Sub- Commi ssion with guidance on that point as the latter had requested,
since a report of that nature mght well respond to the nost frequent
criticismconcerning selectivity directed not only at the Sub-Comm ssion but
al so at the Conmi ssion.

12. One of the nost inpressive parts of M. Eide' s report was paragraph 16
whi ch described in el oquent detail that the number of statements by observers
at the Sub-Comm ssion's sessions had increased to such an extent that little

time was left for the experts to discuss the issues under consideration. It
shoul d therefore cause no surprise that the Sub-Comi ssion had become so
“politicized”. |If the Sub-Comr ssion was no | onger an expert body, that was

due not so nmuch to the alleged |lack of independence of its nenmbers but the
| ack of adequate rules governing the participation of observers in its work
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W t hout such rules there was no escape for the Sub-Comm ssion from bilatera
di sputes or other political grievances that could be better dealt with

el sewhere. The adoption of such rules would be much nore feasible if the
Conmi ssion set the necessary guidelines.

13. The Sub- Conmmi ssion's record in defending human rights and its present
efforts to reformitself could not be overl ooked by the Comm ssion, which had
done so little in terms of reformng and rationalizing its own agenda and

met hods of work. It was to be hoped that the Conm ssion would take those
positive aspects into consideration when adopting any resolution on the report
of the Sub- Commi ssion

14. M. QUAYES (Bangl adesh) noted with satisfaction the encouraging steps
taken by the Sub-Commission to inprove its nethods of work and in particular
to rationalize its agenda. However he regretted that such measures did not
fully neet the concerns expressed by Bangl adesh about the mandate and working
met hods of the Sub-Conmi ssion. Bangladesh had al ways attached specia

i mportance to the work of the Sub-Conm ssion which was a uni que body in that,
al t hough a subsi diary body of the Conm ssion, it was conposed of independent
experts - a characteristic that endowed it with noral authority.

15. The Sub- Commi ssion had a | arge nunber of positive achievements to its
credit in its own mandated fields, such as racial discrimnation, freedom of
expression, the right to a fair trial and the protection of mnorities. Yet
it had al so overstepped its mandate by adopting resolutions on certain
countries not as a result of research carried out by its experts thensel ves
but on the solicitation of special interest groups. That had resulted in the
politicization of its discussions and could conpronmi se its independence and
divert attention fromits principal task, namely, that of undertaking studies
on specific subjects and exam ning comuni cati ons containing allegations of
human rights violations under the 1503 procedure. It was therefore vital that
t he Sub- Comm ssion shoul d once again concentrate on those two cardi na
functions. It should also strengthen its standard-setting activities and in
particul ar consider the possibility of elaborating human rights instrunments
for non-State actors. It should keep under scrutiny nore subtle contenporary
forms of human rights violations, such as racial discrimnation, since the end
of apartheid in South Africa had not put an end to all the various

mani festations of racism It could also make a closer study of ways of
protecting and pronoting econom ¢ and social rights and make sure that they
were effectively inplemented. It might be a good idea to establish a working
group to determ ne the areas on which it should focus.

16. Referring to the Conm ssion's working groups, his del egati on noted
that the two sessions of the Wirking G oup on Mnorities, whose establishment
had been authorized by the Commi ssion at its fifty-second session, had

been hel d during the 1995-1996 inter-sessional period. That meant that

t he Sub- Commi ssi on had not had occasion to study the report on the

Working Group's first session and to provide it with guidance before its
second session; that was not in keeping with the mandate set forth in

Conmi ssion resolution 1995/24. His delegation regretted in that

connection that no account had been taken of the concern expressed orally
on that point by Bangl adesh in the Comm ssion and Sub-Conmi ssion and in its
conmuni cati ons addressed to the Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts and
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Assi stant Secretary-General for Human Rights. |In the absence of any reaction
on their part, Bangl adesh had decided not to participate in the Wrking
Group's second session despite the inportance it attached to its work. His
del egati on was al so surprised by the indifference shown by the Centre for
Human Ri ghts, the Working Group itself and the Sub-Comm ssion to the concern
expressed by a nmenmber of the Commission; its concern had been further
conmpounded by the fact that the report on the Wrking Goup's first session
had been distributed at the Commission's fifty-second session in 1996 without
havi ng been exam ned by the Sub-Commr ssion. His delegation therefore
considered that it would be premature for the Commission to extend the Working
Group's mandate for two years as recomended by the Sub-Comm ssion, since it
had only just received the Working Group's report. It also hoped that the
Sub- Commi ssi on woul d consi der the possibility of reconstituting the Wrking
Group so that, during its extended nmandate, it would not be saddled with the
di screpancies that had so far narked its work.

17. M. Strohal (Austria) took the Chair.

18. M. LIU Xinsheng (China) welconed the first steps taken by the

Sub- Commi ssion to inmprove its nethods of work in response to the Comm ssion's
request in resolution 1996/25. It was particularly gratified by its decision
not to take any action at its forty-ninth session on human rights situations
that the Commi ssion was already considering. |In that way the Sub-Conm ssion
woul d avoi d duplication with the Conmi ssion and woul d be able to devote nore
time to the consideration of inportant thematic subjects. He also noted that

t he Sub-Conmmi ssion at its |ast session had not proposed any new studies or new
reports with the exception of working papers w thout financial inplications,
that it had not appointed any new rapporteurs and that it had entrusted an
expert with the task of preparing a working paper on its nethods of work to be
di scussed at its forty-ninth session. It was to be hoped that further reforns
woul d be fornul ated during the course of the present session

19. In that connection, his del egation suggested that the Sub-Conm ssion
shoul d avoid further political confrontation and reduce the nunber of country
resol utions; experts should strictly abide by their independence and nake
proposal s rather than accusations. Mreover, the Sub-Conm ssion should
strengthen its function as an expert and advi sory body on human rights matters
and continue to enphasi ze the study of economc, social and cultural rights,
the right to devel opnent as well as issues relating to wonmen, children, racia
discrimnation and minorities, and submt action-oriented proposals. It
shoul d al so, in a prudent, objective and pragmatic nanner, choose fewer and
better subjects for study by according priority to new topics or questions of
concern to the devel oping countries that had not yet received adequate
attention by the Comm ssion. Mreover, the Sub-Comm ssion should refrain from
sel ecting subjects sinply on the basis of the personal interest of experts and
avoi d taking up issues that were covered by the terns of reference of other
United Nations bodies.

20. In his delegation's view, the Sub-Conm ssion could effectively limt the
time allocated to the statenents of non-governnmental organizations (NGOs),
reduce the nunber of its agenda itens and resol utions and inprove its
efficiency by focusing on the consideration of thematic subjects; in that way
there would be no need to prolong its annual sessions.
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21. M. SINGH (I ndia) welconed the fact that the Sub-Conm ssion, which

pl ayed an inportant role as a think tank, had, in response to the concern
expressed by the Commission in its resolution 1996/25, enmbarked on the reform
of its nethods of work as described in the report submtted by the Chairman of
its forty-eighth session, M. Asbjegrn Eide (E/CN. 4/1997/79). H s delegation
noted that the Sub-Conm ssion had considerably rationalized its agenda, partly
t hrough regroupi ng and bi enni alization. That solution was preferable to the
extension of its sessions, particularly at a tinme when the United Nations was
experiencing a serious financial crisis. The Sub-Conm ssion's decision not to
propose any new studies or reports, with the exception of those recommended by
a working group and worki ng papers wi thout financial inplications which would
not necessarily lead to proposals for studies, was al so wel cone.

22. As regards country situations, his delegation considered that not only
shoul d the Sub-Commission refrain fromtaking action on those that were

al ready being exam ned by the Conmi ssion but that, as a body of independent
experts, refrain conmpletely from adopting resolutions on those questions;

such action was for the Conmmi ssion and Third Committee of the General Assenbly
to take. Mreover, the Sub-Comm ssion should deal with country situations
only under the 1503 procedure and, on the basis of its nandate under

Commi ssion resolution 8 (XXII1), it should act as a “facilitator” rather than
a “prosecutor”. Some aspects of that nmandate should be reviewed, if necessary
by means of a fornal decision by the Commi ssion. The Sub- Comm ssion shoul d
continue to exam ne the human rights situation throughout the world but its
focus nust be thematic, in other words, it should identify areas requiring
priority attention, such as the elimnation of racismand all forns of

di scrimnation and intol erance, and propose effective solutions to certain
probl ems instead of making condemations. \While the Sub-Comm ssion was
perfectly within it rights in making suggesti ons concerning studies to be
undertaken, it was for the Conm ssion to take the necessary decisions and to
set priorities for it. It was obvious that nmuch nore needed to be done if the
Sub- Commi ssion was to resunme its role as a “think tank” of independent

experts, and it should act as a forum for exchanges of view on specific

subj ects between experts, observer States and NGOs. Consi deration should
continue to be given to reducing the length of its sessions.

23. H s del egation attached inportance to the Wrking Goup on Mnorities,
whi ch sought constructive and practical solutions to mnority problens with a
view to ensuring peace and harnony between nations, and strongly supported the
Sub- Commi ssion's request to extend the Wirking G oup's nmandate for another

two years. It also considered that certain mechani sms, such as voluntary
funds, should be established only on the basis of denpbnstrated internationa
interest to avoid them neeting the sanme fate as the Voluntary Fund for
Contemporary Forms of Slavery which, for |ack of resources, nmight have to be
wound up.

24, I n conclusion, his del egation once again urged the Sub-Commi ssion to
pursue its debate on the inprovenent of its nethods of work and requested the
Commi ssion to continue to take an active interest in the Sub-Conm ssion, and
to provide tinmely guidance and direction, so as to ensure its effectiveness
and rel evance
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25. Ms. LIMIUCO (Philippines), explaining that she would focus on the
question of traffic in wonen and girls, said that trafficking in persons was
the nost dehumani zi ng form of human rights violation that deprived the victins
of their dignity and exposed themto other forms of violence and abuse.
Trafficking in children was a particularly heinous crine against humanity; it
was al so a contenmporary formof slavery that translated into huge profits for
traffickers but brought the victinms nothing but shane, disease and very often
death. The studies carried out by the Conm ssion's Special Rapporteurs on

vi ol ence agai nst wonen and on the sale of children, child prostitution and
child pornography, as well as by the Working G oup on Contenporary Forms of

Sl avery, indicated that the victins were mainly wonmen, usually young, who were
forced into prostitution in horrible conditions and earned virtually nothing.
The fear of AIDS had resulted in an increasing demand for very young girls, a
| arge nunber of whom were infected by the virus.

26. Her del egation therefore reconmmended that the Comm ssion should give
priority to the ratification and effective respect of instruments on the
trafficking in persons and on slavery and slavery-1like practices and that
consi deration should be given to updating the 1949 Convention for the
Suppression of Traffic in Persons and Exploitation of the Prostitution of

O hers with a viewto extending it to cover forced marriages and forced | abour
and providing it with a nonitoring mechanism The Conmi ssion should al so
support the envisioned optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, which would deal explicitly with the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography, and translate into action the
anti-trafficking provisions of the Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action
as well as the rel evant reconmendati ons of other conferences and neetings,
such as the Wrld Congress agai nst Comrercial Sexual Exploitation of Children

27. At the national |evel, each country should adopt | aws or strengthen
existing legislation to curb trafficking in persons and crimnalize the
practice in all its forns. |In that respect, her del egati on commended the

Conmi ssion on Crine Prevention and Crimnal Justice on its work against

organi zed transnational crine and was gratified by the proposal submitted by
the Polish delegation to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session for
the el aboration of an international convention on organized transnationa

crime which could prevent and conbat trafficking in women and children

O fenders and intermedi ari es nust obviously be penalized but it was just as

i mportant not to penalize the victinms thenselves; on the contrary, they should
be helped to return to their hone countries and reintegrate thenselves in
society. NGOs could play a valuable role in that respect. The abuse of
advanced information technology for trafficking purposes should al so be | ooked
I nto.

28. The task of dismantling all national, regional and internationa
trafficking networks could not be acconplished overnight and required the
cooperation of all States. The Philippine Congress was al ready considering
the adoption of a lawto curb trafficking in wonen. Countries must all work
together in order to conbat and - hopefully - conpletely elimnate that
scour ge.
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29. M. HELLBACH (Germany) said that during the previous 50 years the

Sub- Commi ssi on had nade an outstandi ng contribution to the devel opment of
human rights law, during that same period new nmechani sms and bodi es had been
created and others, such as the Conm ssion, had changed in nature and the
enphasis had shifted from standard-setting to the inplenentation of existing
and highly conplex human rights standards. The criticismto which the

Sub- Commi ssi on had al ways been subj ected had increased during the past few
years and had reached a point where it seened inevitable that its role and

pl ace within the human rights programre should be reviewed. The

Sub- Commi ssi on had enbar ked upon that task in 1992 and had taken steps to
rationalize its nmethods of work; that was a first step in the right direction
More far-reaching reforns were still necessary, however, if it was once again
to become a body of independent experts who engaged in reflection and research
on topical human rights questions which, for various reasons, could not be
dealt with in depth by others. His delegation was of the viewthat it was the
Commi ssion that should initiate and gui de Sub- Comm ssion refornms w thout
entering into the details of its mandate and worki ng nmethods - a subject that
only the Sub-Conmm ssion itself could tackle.

30. It was above all in connection with the consideration of country
situations that the Sub-Conmi ssion's role should be reviewed as a matter of
urgency. That was not to say, however, that the Sub-Commi ssion should in
future refrain fromexam ning such situations or collecting information on

specific countries. It should sinply anal yse root causes of specific
situations, identify trends and search for practical approaches to prevent
violations and to solve crises. In exceptional cases, however, it should be

able to address new and particularly serious situations which had not been
consi dered by the Conmission froma nore political perspective, for silence on
its part could well call in question its credibility as a subsidiary body of

t he Conmi ssi on.

31. Those refornms could not be achi eved overni ght but nmust neverthel ess
become a top priority for the Sub-Conm ssion, which could no | onger afford to
conti nue doi ng business as usual. Hi s delegation was confident that it would

nmeet that challenge

32. M. LOFTIS (United States of America) said it was inconceivabl e that
there were countries in the world where the abom nabl e practice of slavery

still existed. A case in point was Sudan where, although prohibited by |aw
sl avery and forced | abour were on the increase, where the slave trade was
alive and well, and where wonen and children fromthe South were sold in the

North as servants, |abourers or concubines. Mauritania also tolerated
servitude, although to a | esser extent than Sudan, but as slavery constituted
a human rights violation of the worst order the Mauritani an Gover nment nust do
everything in its power to put an end to it.

33. Al t hough outright chattel slavery had ended in al nost every country of
the world, closely related practices, of which one of the nost reprehensible
was trafficking in wonen and girls for sexual purposes, were not only
preval ent but also on the rise. Responsibility for that trend should be laid
at the door not only of those who ran the sex trade but also those who engaged
in sex tourism The United States, which had al ways played an active part in
efforts to curb trafficking in wonen and children at the national as well as
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the international |evel, was one of the few countries that had enacted a
statute prohibiting sex tourism His delegation urged other countries to do
the sane, and in particular called upon those in which that degradi ng practice
was still prevalent to adopt or anend |laws on prostitution so as to put an end
to it by introducing severe penalties for all those responsible. The sale of
children also constituted a particularly odious human rights violation which
often had its origins in extrene poverty but which was nonet hel ess a practice
that could hardly be tolerated at the end of the twentieth century. The
solution to the problemwas to be found in education and devel opnent, and in
the firmcomm tnment of the countries concerned to put an end to it.

34. The Conmi ssion could no |longer tolerate that human beings, in any
country, even the nost undevel oped, should be reduced to slavery or becone the
victinms of contenporary forns of servitude. It had to do everything possible

to put an end to those inhuman practices if it did not wish to forfeit its
credibility.

35. Ms. JANJUA (Pakistan) paid tribute to the work acconplished by the

Sub- Commi ssion since its establishnent, particularly in respect of various

sem nal studies on inportant human rights issues and the role it played in the
preparati on of a nunber of human rights instrunents. It would appear

however, that over the years it had enmbarked upon activities which went beyond
its terms of reference and which had diverted it fromits primary function of
working as a “think tank” for the Conm ssion

36. Her del egation therefore wel coned the steps taken by the Sub-Comr ssion
to rationalize its nethods of work, as described in the report of the Chairman
of its forty-eighth session, M. Asbjgrn Eide (E/ CN. 4/1997/79). Those
measures woul d to sonme extent enable it to overcone the problem of the | ack of
time for an in-depth study of certain questions. Another possible solution
was not to extend the Iength of the session but to establish priorities,
request Governments and NGOs to show greater restraint, limt the size of
docunents submtted and ensure that speakers did not exceed the tinme allotted
to them

37. Her del egation considered that, generally speaking, the Sub-Comm ssion
had done a good job in tackling the tasks assigned to it by the Econom c and
Social Council in resolutions 1235 (XLIl) and 1503 (XLVIII) and by the

Conmi ssion in resolution 8 (XXI11), through its Wrking G oup on

conmuni cations. It therefore believed that the preparation of a conprehensive
report on human rights violations in the world would duplicate not only the
wor k of that Working Group but also the reports submitted to the Commr ssion by
t he Chai rmen- Rapporteurs of various working groups and the Speci al

Rapporteurs. Her del egation also wel comed the Sub-Comm ssion's deci sion not
to exam ne situations already under consideration by the Comm ssion and
appreci ated the enphasis it had placed on econom c and social rights. It

| ooked forward to the conpletion of studies on the question of the inpunity of
perpetrators of econonic, social and cultural rights and of human rights and

i ncome distribution, as well as the working papers comr ssioned by the

Sub- Commi ssion at the | ast session
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38. The Sub- Comm ssion had done and was still doing useful work in areas
within its conpetence. It was to be hoped, however, that it would not take

upon itself tasks that belonged to the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts,
particularly by exam ning situations in specific countries.

39. M. Sonpbl (Czech Republic) resuned the Chair.

40. M. GOMEZ- ROBLEDO (Mexico) recalled that the great majority of the
States Menbers of the United Nations had come out in favour of nuclear

di sarmanent and that they were required, under international |aw - as
enphasi zed by the International Court of Justice in its advisory opinion of
8 July 1966 - to enbark upon negotiations to that end. For that reason his
del egati on approved the recomendati on made by the Sub-Comm ssion in
resolution 1996/14 to the effect that the Conference on D sarmnent shoul d

i medi ately start negotiations on nuclear disarmanent to reduce nucl ear
weapons globally within a phased progranme, thereby contributing to the
enhancenent of international peace and security and the protection of human
rights and fundanmental freedons and above all the right to life. It also
supported the Sub-Conmi ssion's request to the Secretary-General in its

resol ution 1996/16 to collect information from Governnents, the conpetent
United Nations bodies and agenci es on the use of nucl ear weapons, chenica
weapons and bi ol ogi cal and ot her weaponry, on their consequential effects and
on the danger they represented to |ife, physical security and other human
rights. It would be well in that connection if the Centre for Human Ri ghts,
in preparing that report, were to contact the International Commttee of the
Red Cross (I CRC) which had consi derabl e experience in the matter.

41. Hi s del egation also wel coned the fact that the Sub-Comm ssion had dealt
with the effects of anti-personnel |andm nes, which clainmed 25,000 victins
each year throughout the world and whose use constituted a flagrant violation
of international humanitarian |aw. Mexico neither produced nor inported
anti - personnel |andm nes and the CGovernnment exercised strict control over

Mexi can enterprises and conpani es that used expl osive devices. It was one of
the countries that advocated the prohibition of such devices and had urged

St at es which had not yet done so to accede to or ratify the Convention on
Prohi bitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Wapons Which
May be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscrimnate Effects
and the Protocols thereto. He agreed with the Sub-Conm ssion that a solution
had to be found to the problens posed by the use, stockpiling, production and
transfer of anti-personnel |andni nes before the year 2001, when the Review
Conference of the States parties to the 1981 Convention was to be held. That
was why Mexico was participating actively in the negotiations initiated in
Oct ober 1996 at Otawa with a view to the conclusion of a legally binding

i nternational agreenent on the conplete prohibition of anti-personne

| andmi nes, in accordance to the decision adopted at the Otawa Internationa
Strategy Conference and approved by the United Nations General Assenbly in
resolution 51/45 S

42. Ms. ZUREK (Observer for Poland) said that violence agai nst wonen was a
maj or obstacle they encountered in their efforts to achieve full enjoynment of
human rights on an equal footing with nen. It was therefore gratifying that
the Comm ssion on Hunman Ri ghts had tackled the problem and had appointed a
Speci al Rapporteur to study the problemin depth. Trafficking in and the
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forced prostitution of wonen, which was one aspect of viol ence agai nst wonen,
was a serious problemthat was beconm ng worse in many countries, including

Pol and. Her del egation congratul ated Ms. Coomaraswany, the Speci al
Rapporteur, on the results of her work and assured her that Pol and woul d
actively follow up the recommendati ons she had made in the report on her visit
to Poland (E/ CN. 4/1997/47/ Add. 1).

43. It nust not be overlooked that, as had been reaffirmed at Vienna by the
Worl d Conference on Human Rights, all human rights were interdependent and
that the right to devel opnment was an integral part of fundamental hunman
rights. Any denial of human rights therefore constituted an obstacle to
devel opnent. Wonen's economni ¢ i ndependence and their right of access to
resources and power, as well as their participation in decision-mking, were
essential if they were not to beconme the first victins of the poverty that
prevented them from genuinely exercising their rights, including the right to
devel opnent. In that connection her del egation appreciated the report of the
I ntergovernnmental Group of Experts on the Right to Devel opnent and expressed
the hope that the gender perspective would be featured in its work.

44, The Vi enna Decl aration and Programre of Action stressed that women
shoul d meke effective use of existing procedures under international human
rights instrunents as well as of new procedures so as to be able to enjoy the
rights to which they were entitled under such instrunents. Poland therefore
wel comed the el aboration of an optional protocol to the Convention on the
Eli mi nation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation against Winen by the Commi ssion on
the Status of Whnen. There was currently no specific procedure within the
United Nations system for considering individual cases of violations of the
human rights of wonen; the optional protocol would make good that shortcon ng
facilitate the inplenentation of the Convention and contribute to the
realization of the high expectations expressed at the Vienna and Beijing
Conf er ences.

45, Her del egation was of the view that all human rights mechani smns,
including treaty bodies and special rapporteurs, should focus on the rights of
wonen in their work and their reports. The Centre for Human Ri ghts shoul d
cooperate closely with bodies dealing with the rights of wonen within the
United Nations, and in particular with the Division for the Advancenment of
Worren. Similarly, the Comm ssion on Human Rights should increase its
cooperation with the Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen, which had been
established to nonitor the situation of women and to pronmote their rights.

46. M. WLLE (Observer for Norway), speaking on behalf of the Nordic
countries, said that the nost serious violations of human rights tended to
occur during internal conflicts, particularly when generalized violence |ed
the Government of a State to neke derogations fromcertain obligations it had
assuned under international human rights law. The Ceneral Assenbly had on
several occasions enphasized that, as stated in article 4 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, such derogations were extraordinary
measures which were allowed only in tinmes of an energency threatening the life
of the nation. Additional difficulties occurred when the State in question
was not a party to the relevant international instrunents, and a further
probl em was rai sed by violations commtted not by agents of the State but by
groups that considered thenselves free fromany obligations whatever
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47. All those issues had been exam ned at the International Wrkshop on

M ni mum Humeni t ari an St andards that had been organi zed by the Nordic countries
in cooperation with ICRC at Cape Town (South Africa) from27 to

29 Septenber 1996; the report of the Wdrkshop had been issued as docunent

E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 77/ Add. 1. Participants had agreed that the Conm ssion should
request the Secretary-Ceneral, in coordination with ICRC, to undertake an

anal ytical study of the issues addressed by the Wrkshop. The Nordic
countries therefore intended to prepare a draft resolution requesting that a
study of that nature should be undertaken and exam ned at a sem nar convened
under the auspices of the Commi ssion on Human Rights. The issue should be

t horoughly di scussed in a humanitarian and pragmati c context and care be taken
not to erode the | egal standards contained in humanitarian and human rights
conventi ons.

48. Ms. MLLER (United Nations Children's Fund) enphasized that trafficking
in wonen and children constituted a serious breach of international human
rights standards and a violation of inherent human dignity, since in that
context the victinms were treated as commodities rather than people. It was
therefore vital that the international conmmunity should deal with that problem
as a matter of urgency and endeavour to find effective solutions. The

Decl arati on and Agenda for Action adopted at the recent World Congress agai nst
Sexual Exploitation of Children held at Stockholmin August 1996 provided
guidelines for efforts to conbat that scourge. Several countries were
preparing national action plans in accordance with those guidelines, which
shoul d pave the way for the enhanced protection of wonen and children from all
forms of sale and trafficking.

49. The Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Convention on the
Eli mi nation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation against Wnen al so envi saged

speci fic measures to conbat trafficking in wonen and children. The |arge
nunber of countries that had ratified those two instrunments shoul d now ensure
their effective inplenentation and act on the conmtnments they had assuned.
Specifically, they should strengthen existing |egislation, adopt new | aws,

i ncrease educational opportunities for disadvantaged children - and
particularly girls - introduce social reintegration progranmes for children
who had experienced trafficking, provide suitable training for police officers
and judicial officials and organi ze awareness-rai sing canpai gns. UN CEF
supported the initiatives taken in that connection by Governnents and NGGCs,
such as those in Canbodia, Nepal and Thail and.

50. The Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts should continue its exam nation of the

i ssue and ensure that the work of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography, as well as the Specia
Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonmen was fully supported. For its part,

UNI CEF woul d continue to seek |local solutions to such problenms that took into
account the many econom c, social and cultural factors that contributed to

t hat nodern form of slavery.

51. M. BONNARD (I nternational Conmittee of the Red Cross) reaffirmed |ICRC s
whol ehearted support for all initiatives aimed at strengthening the protection
of individuals in situations of internal violence. It was in that spirit that
it had cooperated closely with the International Wrkshop on M ni num

Humani tari an Standards held at Cape Town in Septenber 1996. [ICRC fully
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endorsed the idea of having the Secretary-General draft an anal ytical report
on the question on the basis of information supplied by humanitarian

organi zations working in the field, focusing his attention on specific areas
of concern, especially those which were insufficiently covered by existing
norms of international |aw. There was no doubt that an approach based on
practice and centred on the needs of the victins of internal violence would be
more likely to stinmulate the search for solutions to the problem |CRC was
prepared to contribute actively to that task

52. M. VIGNY (Observer for Switzerland) said he was gratified by the
organi zation in Cape Town by the Nordic States and South Africa, in
cooperation with I1CRC, of a Wrkshop intended to nake the internationa
comunity aware of the extrenely serious violations of human rights and
humani tarian | aw that could be commtted by States or armed groups and
individuals in crisis situations or in internal conflicts. Participants had
in particular discussed the desirability or need to draft a declaration on

m ni mum humani tari an standards w thout weakening international |aw, and had
recommended that CGovernnents and international organizations, as well as NGOs
and civil society, should pronote a discussion of the m nimum humanitarian
standards that should be applicable in all circunmstances and at any tine and
particularly of specific neasures to protect the victins of extrenely serious
vi ol ati ons of human rights and humanitarian | aw

53. Hi s del egati on hoped that, in accordance with another recomendation
contained in the report on the Wrkshop (E/ CN. 4/1997/77/ Add. 1), the Comn ssion
on Human Rights woul d request the Centre for Human Rights to undertake, in
coordination with CRC, an analytical study of all the issues connected with
m ni mum humani tari an standards, and that the results of that study would be
exam ned at a sem nar hel d under the auspices of the Conm ssion

54, Ms. SPALDI NG (United Towns Agency for North-South Cooperation) said she
was nmost concerned by the extrenely serious shortage of financial support for
United Nations voluntary funds. An el oquent exanple of the situation had been
provi ded by the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Trust Fund
on Contenporary Forms of Slavery which had been virtually w thout resources
since 1995, and was |likely to disappear if nothing was done. It was

adm ttedly encouraging that at least five voluntary trust funds were at

present bei ng managed by the Centre for Human Rights. The restructuring of
the Centre should nake it possible not only to inprove internal adm nistrative
cohesion but also to streamline the contributions process. However,

additional efforts were necessary if fund-raising canmpaigns were to be better
organi zed. One solution would be to appoint someone who woul d be responsible
for fund-raising on a full-tinme basis, as was the current practice in the

O fice of the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Hunman Rights and other United Nations

bodi es. She hoped that the idea would be endorsed by the new
Secretary-Ceneral and the future Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights. The
combi nation of in-house stream ining of the admi nistration of the funds as
wel | as an in-house capital-raising departnent would go a |long way in
correcting the present deplorable situation

55. She al so nentioned the initiatives taken during the previous few years
by non-profit and profit-making groups to establish financial machinery with a
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view to contributing, on a partnership basis, to the protection of human
rights, predom nantly through the voluntary trust funds. The fiftieth
anni versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts woul d offer an
occasion for strengthening that partnership.

56. Ms. AVELLA ESQUI VEL (Wbnen's International Denocratic Federation), drew
the Conmi ssion's attention to the situation of wonen and girls who were

expl oited, usually for sexual purposes, in the context of internationa
trafficking in persons, and said that the Convention for the Suppression of
the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Qhers
shoul d be provided with a permanent nonitoring nmechanism All States should
[ aunch information canpai gns to warn wonen of the danger and take effective
nmeasures to protect them

57. Her organi zation shared the concern expressed by the Sub-Comr ssion
regardi ng states of exception and supported its recomendati ons on the
subject. The international comunity should rem nd the Governnents of States
which clainmed to be denpocratic but which in practice failed to guarantee the
fundanmental freedonms of their citizens of their obligations. A striking
exanpl e was offered by Col onbia, where the state of exception had becone the
norm and the norrmal was the exception, since Colonbians had lived for 37 of
the 47 previous years under a state of siege which, since 1991, had been
called “a state of internal disturbances”. Yet it was obvious that such
exceptional neasures had never solved problens connected with the maintenance
of public order but had, on the contrary, weakened the denocratic system
fostered State terrorismand had provided the perpetrators of human rights
violations with even greater inpunity. The Governnent was at present seeking
to introduce constitutional counter-reforns intended to deprive the judiciary
of any control over the proclanation of a state of exception and attribute
crimnal investigation service functions to the armed forces, which was
contrary to denocratic principles.

58. Since the abusive and repeated proclamation of a state of exception in
Col ombi a had had the effect of weakening denocratic institutions, the

Commi ssi on shoul d adopt a resol ution condemi ng the Col ombi an Governnent's
draft constitutional reform whose application would make it even nore
difficult to ensure respect for the fundanmental rights of Col onbian citizens.

59. Ms. LAROCHE (International Federation of Human Ri ghts Leagues) said that
there were very few countries in the world where there was no trafficking in
persons and particularly in wonen - either countries of origin or countries of
desti nati on.

60. In China, thousands of wonen were victins of that practice each year and
were taken to other countries where they were forced into prostitution or sold
as wives to farnmers. Mst of them were young, often poorly educated, from
rural areas and in search of jobs; they had been abducted or deceived by
traffickers, usually in collusion with corrupt officials, who provided them
with fal se papers such as marriage certificates. Since the victinms were
illegally in the countries to which they had been brought and wi thout
resources they were all the nore easily victimzed and were unable to return
to their country of origin on their own. |In nost cases, if they managed to be
repatriated with the help of certain NGOs, they received no assistance with a
view to their rehabilitation or social reintegration
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61. The sane was true of the thousands of Russian wonmen victinzed by

organi zed trafficking networks throughout Europe, Asia, the United States and
Canada. They were not only forced into prostitution, usually w thout pay, but
were al so exposed to physical and psychol ogi cal violence and threatened with
reprisals if they put up any resistance. They were deprived of information
and nedical care, and were therefore at particular risk of contam nation by
sexually transmtted di seases. Moreover, since they had no passport or proper
papers, they were often arrested, detained or expelled by the authorities of
the countries which they had entered illegally.

62. Her organi zation therefore called upon the Commi ssion to adopt a
resolution on the trafficking in women and young girls for sexual purposes
that would urge all States to refrain fromregarding the victins of such
trafficking as illegal inmgrants, to establish international standards
provi di ng severe punishnent for traffickers, to take energetic steps to combat
organi zed crinme in that connection and to ensure that security and police
forces, both on the national as well international |evel, |ooked upon
trafficking in wonen just as nmuch of a crinme as drug and arns trafficking.

63. M. CHAKMA (Asian Cultural Forum on Devel opnent) condemmed the inability
and unwi | I i ngness of Governments to prosecute the perpetrators of human rights
violations, particularly in countries where |egislation had been adopted
providing | aw-enforcenent officials with inpunity from prosecution during
states of emergency or internal armed conflicts.

64. On 17 Novenber 1993, for exanple, nmenbers of the Bangl adesh Arny had
with conplete inpunity massacred about 40 nmenbers of the Jumma community. |[f
it wished to dispel the doubts of the international conmunity about the health
of denocracy in Bangl adesh, the Governnment of Bangl adesh shoul d make public
the report of the Conmi ssion of Inquiry set up to look into the matter and
prosecute the perpetrators in civilian courts.

65. Mor eover, pl anned popul ation transfers and the settlenment of persons on
the |l and thus depopul ated constituted one of the nost serious fornms of human
ri ghts abuses, and an expert sem nar had been organi zed on the question by the
Centre for Human Rights in 1997. Such popul ation transfers, far from
facilitating the settlement of disputes, in point of fact jeopardized many
peace processes, and had constituted one of the nbst contentious issues in
negoti ati ons between the CGovernnent of Bangl adesh and the politica

organi zation representing the Junmas who had been expelled fromtheir land in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts to make way for illegal settlers fromthe plains.
Such transfers must be regarded as a form of genocide. The CGovernnent of
Bangl adesh might do well to resolve that conflict by seizing the opportunity
offered to it by the European Parlianent when it reconmended naking the

Eur opean Commi ssion's funds available to assist persons fromthe Chittagong
Hill Tracts to settle el sewhere

66. Al though it was gratified by the work done by the Sub-Comm ssion's

Wor ki ng Group on | ndi genous Popul ations, his organi zati on was of the view that
a permanent forum for indigenous people should be established in the

United Nations to examine all aspects of discrimnation against them The
Commi ssi on shoul d al so appoi nt a special rapporteur on indi genous peoples.
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Lastly, the question of m ninmum humanitarian standards should be anal ysed in
greater detail, particularly as they were violated not only by State but al so
by non-State agents.

67. Ms. HAVKE (Wbnen's International League for Peace and Freedom said that
her organi zation firmy supported Sub-Conmi ssion resolution 1996/ 14, whose
basi c thesis was that conplete nucl ear disarmanment was a necessary
precondition for the protection of human rights and fundanmental freedons, for

i nternati onal peace and security and, above all, the right to life. Everyone
was aware of the negative inpact that the production and use of nuclear
weapons had on the right to health, the right to a sustainable environment,
and, indeed, the right tolife. It was therefore for Governments to redress
the injustice that nuclear policies had created over the past decades by, for
exanpl e, conpensating the victins of nuclear tests in the Pacific |slands,
Japan, the United States, Kazakstan and China and restoring their natura
environnent. The mining of uraniumas the source material for nuclear weapons
resulted in the violation not only of the right to health but also of other
cultural rights when the deposits being exploited were situated on sacred
sites and indigenous |ands. The dangers presented by nucl ear power plants
were al so well known. Her organization congratul ated the Special Rapporteur
on the adverse effects of the illicit novement and dunping of toxic and
dangerous products and wastes on the enjoynment of human rights on having
included in her report (E/CN 4/1997/19) the discharge of radioactive waste
from urani um m nes, the problem of nuclear waste from nucl ear power plants and
the impact of contam nants on the human rights of indigenous comunities,
particularly in North Anerica and the South Pacific. She supported the
Speci al Rapporteur's appeal to Governnments that they should strengthen
national and international regulations on the subject by effective control and
i mpl enent ati on nechani sns and endorsed the reconmendation that victins should
have access to the administrative and judicial procedures of the exporting
country.

68. Her organization called upon all Covernnents to dissociate thensel ves
totally fromthe nuclear industry in order to nove towards the goal of nuclear
di sarmanent and thereby strengthen international peace and security and the
protection of human rights. Finally, she enphasized the direct |ink between
mlitary activities, and therefore war, and human rights, which was
perpetuated by the nmilitary-industrial econony and the nuclear industry in
many countries of the world.

69. Ms. SAMBO DOROUGH (I ndian Law Resource Centre) said that the study on

i ndi genous | and rights proposed by the Sub-Commi ssion in resolution 1996/ 38
was particularly inportant because indi genous peoples in many countries
continued to be di spossessed of their |ands and resources. Most of the

soci al, economic and cul tural problens encountered by the indi genous peoples
were connected with land rights disputes that had never been settled. Mny
concerns had been expressed by indigenous peoples in connection with the draft
decl aration on the rights of indigenous peoples, and it was obvious that the
proposed study would help to clarify the land rights provisions of the draft.

70. The Sub- Comm ssion woul d now have nore tine to devote to the study of
i ndi genous | and rights because the various other studies on questions
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concerni ng i ndi genous popul ations that it had enbarked upon had been
conpl eted. The Commi ssion should therefore approve the Sub-Comm ssion's
recomendati on concerning that study.

71. M. KANE (African Commi ssion of Health and Human Ri ghts Pronoters)
condemed t he mai ntenance of slavery in Mauritania despite the fact that it
had been prohibited by the Mauritanian Constitution in 1961 and by

Order No. 81-231 of 9 Novenmber 1981. It was explained by the fact that the
Government | acked the political will to adopt the |egislative and

adm ni strative neasures necessary to elimnate the practice conpletely. The
“slaves” in Mauritania were deprived of their belongings and of any right to

| and, and their children belonged to their masters. The United States
Congress itself had asked the Governnent of the United States to suspend
assistance to Mauritania until that practice, which affected some

100, 000 persons, had been ended. The Mauritani an Governnent continued to turn
a deaf ear to the nunerous appeals addressed to it on behalf of the victins of
slavery. His organization therefore proposed the establishnment of a human
rights observatory for Mauritania to follow the situation in that country.

72. M. VI DYASEKER (I nternational Progress Organi zation) said that religious
persecution was often encouraged by the discrim natory nature of a State's
constitutional and legal institutions. |In Pakistan, for exanple, only Mislins
were recogni zed as true citizens under the Constitution, and a succession of
constitutional amendnents and |laws had in effect reduced its mnorities to the
status of second-class citizens. The nore extrene elenents of the majority
comunity were thus able to conduct a sustained campai gn of oppression agai nst
the mnorities with inpunity. Their targets were Mislim sects and the

def encel ess mnority conmunities of Hi ndus and Christians, whose places of
worship were destroyed on the flinsiest of pretexts, and their nmenbers accused
of bl aspheny, prosecuted and killed. Quite recently, a Christian community in
a town in Punjab had been attacked by a nob of 30,000 fundanentalists with the
conni vance of the local police authorities. That resurgence of religious

i ntol erance would be felt far beyond the borders of Pakistan and the

Organi zation of Islam c Conference would do well to remind its nenbers that

t he harnmoni ous and peaceful coexistence of all religious faiths was an
essential principle of Islam

73. Only denocracy coul d enabl e the nmenbers of various religions to enjoy
the sane rights without distinction. His organization therefore urged the
Commission to use its influence to inpress upon States the need to consolidate
denocratic processes and ensure that all minorities enjoyed equal rights.

74. M. WATCHVAN (I nternational Indian Treaty Council) wel conmed the

Sub- Commi ssi on' s adoption of resolution 1996/31 in which it recomended that
the Worki ng G oup on | ndigenous Popul ati ons shoul d address environnental, |and
and sust ai nabl e devel opnment issues at its future sessions, and that

i ntergovernmental organizati ons and NGOs shoul d provide informati on and data
concerni ng those questions on which the survival of the indigenous peoples
depended.

75. He al so noted with satisfaction that the Sub-Conm ssion, in

resolution 1996/ 36, attached inportance to the spiritual connection that

i ndi genous peoples had with the I and and wel comed the reconmendation that the
Commi ssion's Special Rapporteur on religious intolerance should study the
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i npact of outside influences on the ability of indigenous peoples to practise
their religion. |In that connection his organization regretted that the
Speci al Rapporteur on religious intolerance had not yet taken action on its
request that he should exam ne the problem of the forced displacenent of the
Navaj os and the inplications of their displacenent for the exercise of the
right of such communities to practise their religion. He urged the Specia
Rapporteur to exam ne the specific problenms of indigenous peoples, such as the
Dines in the United States, whose religion was connected with the | and.

76. Hi s organization al so called upon the Conm ssion to take action on the
Sub- Commi ssion's recommendation contained in its resolution 1996/ 38 concerning
a study of indigenous land rights. Lastly, in view of the range of problens
faced by indi genous peoples throughout the world at the present time, he urged
the Comm ssion to adopt the Sub-Comm ssion's draft decision on the
establishnent of a permanent forum for indigenous people and to consider the
appoi ntnent of a special rapporteur on the situation of indigenous peoples.

77. M. LEM NE (Observer for Mauritania), speaking in exercise of the right
of reply, said he was surprised that the United States representative had seen
fit to raise the issue of slavery in Mauritania, since it had been analysed in
depth by the Sub-Comm ssion, as a result of which the Commi ssion had deci ded
to remove it fromits agenda. He recalled that the Mauritani an Constitution
guaranteed to all Mauritanian citizens, without distinction as to race,
religion and social status, equality before the law, and that the Muritani an
Labour Code prohibited any formof servile or forced labour. 1In view of the
history of the United States, which had known the nost abject form of slavery,
namel y, one based on race, it was easy to understand why certain segments of
Ameri can society should be upset by the persistence of the practice el sewhere;
the Governnent of that country should be aware that the Muritani an Gover nnent
had spared no effort to do away with vestiges of its past.

78. He hoped that the United States representative was not echoing the ideas
of certain NGOs or unscrupul ous individuals for whomthe issue of slavery was
a “busi ness” and who were endeavouring to stir up western public opinion
forgetting that slavery - when it had been practised in Mauritania - had had
nothing to do with the distinction nmade between people on the basis of race
and had never attained the sanme proportions as in the United States. They
were trying to perpetuate that nyth to pronote their personal interests.

79. In view of the positive devel opnments in Mauritania, where the rule of
| aw had been established and denocratic principles were well rooted in the
life of society, it was, to say the |least, unwarranted to revert to a matter
that had been duly exami ned in detail and objectively and put to rest.

80. The CHAIRMAN said that the Comm ssion had conpleted its consideration of
agenda item 16.

The neeting rose at 9.05 p. m




