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1. Ms. MARSHALL-HARRIS ( B a r b a d o s ) , s a i d t h a t h e r c o u n t r y was n o t e d f o r i t s 
s t r i c t o b s e r v a n c e of the r u l e of law and f o r a l o n g - s t a n d i n g r e c o r d o f 
p r o f o u n d r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s i n d e m o c r a t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s , w h i c h were 
embodied i n i t s B i l l o f R i g h t s . I t c o u l d t h e r e f o r e be r e a d i l y u n d e r s t o o d t h a t 
h e r d e l e g a t i o n f e l t g r o w i n g c o n c e r n a t developments i n H a i t i , a c o u n t r y f o r 
w h i c h Barbados c o n s i d e r e d i t s e l f t o have a d u t y o f c a r e . The d e m o c r a t i c 
advances a c h i e v e d i n H a i t i had been r u t h l e s s l y d e s t r o y e d by a m i l i t a r y coup i n 
September 1991 w h i c h had o v e r t u r n e d a Government e l e c t e d by some 70 p e r ce n t 
of the H a i t i a n p e o p l e . S i n c e t h e n t h e r e had been numerous and l a r g e l y 
s u b s t a n t i a t e d r e p o r t s o f human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n H a i t i , i n c l u d i n g s e v e r e 
r e p r e s s i o n o f s u p p o r t e r s of the e l e c t e d Government, e x t r a j u d i c i a l e x e c u t i o n s , 
a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t s , d e t e n t i o n s w i t h o u t t r i a l and t o r t u r e . I t had a l s o been 
a l l e g e d t h a t s o l d i e r s had i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y f i r e d on crowds, k i l l i n g hundreds 
of i n n o c e n t and unarmed c i v i l i a n s , i n c l u d i n g many c h i l d r e n . 

2. I t had f u r t h e r been c l a i m e d t h a t a t l e a s t 10,000 H a i t i a n s had f l e d a b r o a d 
i n o r d e r t o escape such b r u t a l v i c t i m i z a t i o n . W h i l e economic c o n d i t i o n s i n 
H a i t i had al w a y s been d e p l o r a b l e , i t was s t r i k i n g t h a t so many had f e l t an 
u r g e n t need t o escape s i n c e the coup. 

3. Her d e l e g a t i o n s u p p o r t e d the t i r e l e s s e f f o r t s o f UNHCR i n H a i t i , i n 
a d d i t i o n t o t h o s e b e i n g made by OAS. However, many r e f u g e e s had s i n c e been 
o b l i g e d t o r e t u r n t o t h e i r c o u n t r y , and the Commission must do i t s utmost t o 
improve the c o n t i n u i n g d e s p e r a t e s i t u a t i o n w i t h r e g a r d t o himian r i g h t s . H a i t i 
was an ex e m p l a r y case as f a r as the p r o p o s a l t o s e t up emergency human r i g h t s 
m a c h i n e r y was c o n c e r n e d , and i n t h a t c o n n e c t i o n the i n i t i a t i v e s o f the 
Governments of A u s t r i a and B r a z i l were t o be welcomed. She c a l l e d upon the 
Commission t o t a k e s w i f t and r e s o l u t e a c t i o n t o s a f e g u a r d the l i v e s and 
l i b e r t i e s o f the H a i t i a n p e o p l e , and recommended t h a t a S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r 
s h o u l d be a p p o i n t e d t o t h a t end. 

4. Mr. ROA KOURI (Cuba) s a i d t h a t h i s c o u n t r y ' s r i g h t t o development had 
been c o n s i s t e n t l y f r u s t r a t e d by the h o s t i l i t y o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s Government, 
w h i c h had been m a i n t a i n i n g an economic b l o c k a d e s i n c e 1961. The c o s t o f the 
b l o c k a d e t o Cuba had been e s t i m a t e d a t $15-30 m i l l i o n . 

5. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g such d i f f i c u l t i e s , h i s c o u n t r y had suc c e e d e d i n r e d u c i n g 
i t s r a t e of i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y , and l i f e e x p e c t a n c y had r i s e n t o 76 y e a r s , w h i l e 
s o c i a l s e c u r i t y b e n e f i t s had i n c r e a s e d by one t h i r d , and e x p e n d i t u r e on 
h o u s i n g , p u b l i c h e a l t h , e d u c a t i o n and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s had i n c r e a s e d 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y . 

6. The U n i t e d S t a t e s had t r i e d t o f o i s t i t s own model of democracy on Cuba, 
a t t e m p t i n g t o d e s t a b i l i z e i t s p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e and t o a s s a s s i n a t e members 
of i t s Government. That Government, and the e n t i r e p o l i t i c a l s ystem i n Cuba, 
was b a s e d on the s o v e r e i g n t y of the Cuban p e o p l e and i t s g e n u i n e and e f f e c t i v e 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n p o l i t i c a l l i f e . The C o n s t i t u t i o n of Cuba had been approved 
by 97 p e r c e n t o f the e l e c t o r a t e . 

7. Cuba had been the t a r g e t of v a r i o u s U n i t e d S t a t e s m i s s i o n s o f e s p i o n a g e 
and i n t i m i d a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g t he manoeuvres c a r r i e d out by the U n i t e d S t a t e s 
Navy i n the c o u r s e of i t s " G l o b a l S h i e l d " programme, w h i c h t e s t i f i e d t o the 
Pentagon's c o n t i n u i n g a g g r e s s i v e i n t e n t i o n s towards Cuba. 
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8. Such p r o v o c a t i o n s were a t odds w i t h the v i e w s e x p r e s s e d by the f o r m e r 
S e c r e t a r y o f D e f e n s e , Mr. R o b e r t McNamara, t o the e f f e c t t h a t Cuba no l o n g e r 
r e p r e s e n t e d a t h r e a t t o the U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

9. On the economic f r o n t , t he U n i t e d S t a t e s was e x e r t i n g p r e s s u r e on i t s 
a l l i e s t o d i s r u p t economic a c t i v i t i e s i n Cuba and t o f r u s t r a t e i t s r i g h t t o 
development. I n p a r t i c u l a r , t he U n i t e d S t a t e s a u t h o r i t i e s had s t i p u l a t e d t h a t 
s u g a r s h o u l d n o t be i m p o r t e d from Cuba, the a p p a r e n t aim b e i n g t o s t a r v e the 
c o u n t r y i n t o " d e m o c r a t i c change". In p u r s u i n g i t s g o a l , the Bush 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n had v i o l a t e d numerous i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y r e c o g n i z e d human r i g h t s 
i n s t r u m e n t s . 

10. The U n i t e d S t a t e s a l s o c o n t i n u e d t o r e c o g n i z e , i f n o t i n d e e d t o o r g a n i z e 
and f i n a n c e , t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y groups whose aim was t o 
s u b v e r t the l e g i t i m a t e Government of Cuba. 

11. The d i s i n f o r m a t i o n campaign a g a i n s t Cuba had been f u r t h e r e d by the 
S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r ' s r e p o r t , d e s p i t e the f a c t t h a t most of the a l l e g a t i o n s 
r a i s e d had a l r e a d y been c l a r i f i e d by h i s Government. That campaign had been 
c o u p l e d w i t h a r e l u c t a n c e t o r e c o g n i z e the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s 
f o r c i v i l i a n c a s u a l t i e s i n the i n v a s i o n o f Panama and i n the c o n f l i c t w i t h 
I r a q . 

12. I t was r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t the Commission w o u l d n o t be a b l e t o c o n s i d e r the 
q u e s t i o n o f human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n Cyprus a t i t s c u r r e n t s e s s i o n , b u t he 
hoped t h a t a l a s t i n g and e q u i t a b l e s o l u t i o n t o the problem would be one of the 
Commission's p r i m a r y c o n c e r n s a t i t s n e x t s e s s i o n . 

13. I n c o n c l u s i o n , he s a i d t h a t the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Guatemala and 
E l S a l v a d o r c o n t i n u e d t o cause d i s q u i e t . The p e o p l e s o f t h o s e c o u n t r i e s had 
s u f f e r e d many t r i b u l a t i o n s , and i t would be a p p r o p r i a t e t o renew the mandates 
of t h e r e s p e c t i v e S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r s . 

14. Mr. RATSIRAHONANA (Madagascar) s a i d t h a t v i o l a t i o n s o f himian r i g h t s were 
most f r e q u e n t l y committed i n c o u n t r i e s i n w h i c h d e m o c r a t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s were 
n o t f i r m l y r o o t e d and t o w h i c h the c o n c e p t o f l i b e r t y was a l i e n , 

15. One pro b l e m o f c o n t i n u i n g c o n c e r n t o h i s Government was the human r i g h t s 
s i t u a t i o n i n C y p r u s . The d i v i s i o n o f t h e c o u n t r y i n t o two o c c u p i e d zones had 
i n e v i t a b l y l e d t o the b r e a k - u p o f f a m i l i e s and r e s t r i c t i o n s on freedom o f 
movement and r e s i d e n c e , and problems remained w i t h r e g a r d t o d i s a p p e a r e d 
p e r s o n s and t h e o w n e r s h i p o f p r o p e r t y . The gap between t h e two communities i n 
Cyprus was l i k e l y t o widen u n l e s s a s o l u t i o n was f o u n d , and h i s d e l e g a t i o n 
t h e r e f o r e s u p p o r t e d t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s e f f o r t s t o use h i s good o f f i c e s t o 
a r r i v e a t a compromise b a s e d on S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s . 

16. D u r i n g the c u r r e n t s e s s i o n s e v e r a l n o n-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s had 
a l l u d e d t o the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Madagascar. That s i t u a t i o n had 
i n d e e d been h i g h l y u n u s u a l i n 1991, w i t h w i d e s p r e a d s t r i k e s i n the p u b l i c and 
s e m i - p u b l i c s e c t o r s . P e a c e f u l and n o n - v i o l e n t d e m o n s t r a t i o n s had t a k e n p l a c e 
a l m o s t d a i l y i n the c a p i t a l and the major c i t i e s i n the c o u n t r y . The 
e x i s t e n c e o f two p a r a l l e l Governments i n Madagascar had, as c o u l d r e a d i l y be 
i m a g i n e d , c r e a t e d c o n s i d e r a b l e problems f o r the mai n t e n a n c e o f p u b l i c o r d e r . 
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F o r t u n a t e l y , t h e r e had been few c o n f r o n t a t i o n s , and an agreement had been 
r e a c h e d between a l l the p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d , b u t a l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n t o the 
problem had y e t t o be a c h i e v e d . The agreement r e a c h e d on 31 O c t o b e r 1991 had 
e s t a b l i s h e d new g o v e r n m e n t a l s t r u c t u r e s i n w h i c h a l l t he p a r t i e s were 
c o l l a b o r a t i n g and w h i c h were i n t e n d e d t o l a y the groundwork f o r the t r a n s i t i o n 
t o t he T h i r d R e p u b l i c , w h i c h w o u l d e n t a i l t he d r a f t i n g o f a new C o n s t i t u t i o n . 
R e g i o n a l forums were c u r r e n t l y under way, and a n a t i o n a l forum w o u l d be 
o r g a n i z e d a t the end of Mar c h , a l l under the a u s p i c e s o f the E c u m e n i c a l 
C o u n c i l o f the C h r i s t i a n Churches o f Madagascar, a c t i n g as a n e u t r a l 
a u t h o r i t y . T h e i r f u n c t i o n was t o e s t a b l i s h t h e g u i d e l i n e s and f u n d a m e n t a l 
p r i n c i p l e s w h i c h would u n d e r l y the C o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e d r a f t o f w h i c h would be 
put t o a refer e n d u m a t the end of June. G e n e r a l e l e c t i o n s w o u l d be o r g a n i z e d 
on the b a s i s o f the new C o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e aim o f w h i c h would be t o e n s u r e 
g r e a t e r l i b e r t y f o r the i n d i v i d u a l , p o l i t i c a l and t r a d e u n i o n p l u r a l i s m , and 
openness i n the conduct o f p u b l i c a f f a i r s , as w e l l as the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a 
S t a t e b a s e d on the r u l e of law and the independence o f the j u d i c i a r y . So f a r , 
the t r a n s i t i o n a l a u t h o r i t i e s i n Madagascar had t a k e n two measures t o p r o t e c t 
and s a f e g u a r d human r i g h t s : t h e y had s e t up an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e Commission of 
I n q u i r y t o d e t e r m i n e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the c o n f r o n t a t i o n s t h a t had o c c u r r e d , 
and t h e y had e s t a b l i s h e d a M e d i a t o r f o r Human R i g h t s . The a u t h o r i t i e s were 
f i r m l y r e s o l v e d t o c r e a t e a d e m o c r a t i c regime under w h i c h the p r o t e c t i o n o f 
human r i g h t s w o u l d be a permanent c o n c e r n . 

17. Mr. FAN Guoxiang ( C h i n a ) s a i d t h a t a l l e g a t i o n s r e g a r d i n g C h i n a ' s 
human r i g h t s r e c o r d had been made i n t h e Commission by t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
a few c o u n t r i e s and non - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . I n f a c t , however, the 
C h i n e s e p e o p l e had n e v e r e n j o y e d human r i g h t s and freedoms t o the e x t e n t t h e y 
now d i d , i n a d d i t i o n t o p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y , r a p i d economic growth and 
c o n t i n u i n g s o c i a l p r o g r e s s . The C o n s t i t u t i o n o f C h i n a s t i p u l a t e d t h a t a l l 
power b e l o n g e d t o the p e o p l e . D e p u t i e s t o t h e P e o p l e ' s Congress were e l e c t e d 
by a d e m o c r a t i c e l e c t o r a l p r o c e d u r e , and t h o s e e l e c t e d were b r o a d l y 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

18. The C h i n e s e p e o p l e a l s o e n j o y e d the freedoms o f s p e e c h , t h e p r e s s , 
a s s e m b l y , a s s o c i a t i o n and d e m o n s t r a t i o n . They had the r i g h t t o c r i t i c i z e and 
make s u g g e s t i o n s r e g a r d i n g any S t a t e o r g a n o r o f f i c i a l , and the r i g h t t o 
a d d r e s s c o m p l a i n t s t o the r e l e v a n t S t a t e o rgans i n r e s p e c t o f v i o l a t i o n s o f 
the law o r d e r e l i c t i o n of d u t y . 

19. I t was a b a s i c p r i n c i p l e o f C h i n a ' s l e g a l system t o s t r e s s t he t i n i t y 
between r i g h t s and d u t i e s . I n e x e r c i s i n g t h e i r freedoms and r i g h t s , 
c i t i z e n s were n o t e n t i t l e d t o e n c r o a c h upon the i n t e r e s t s o f the S t a t e , 
s o c i e t y o r the c o l l e c t i v e , o r the l a w f u l freedoms and r i g h t s o f o t h e r 
c i t i z e n s . No o r g a n i z a t i o n o r i n d i v i d u a l was above the C o n s t i t u t i o n and 
the law. 

20. H i s Government a t t a c h e d g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e n o t o n l y t o t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f 
p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s b u t a l s o t o the r e a l i z a t i o n of the economic, c u l t u r a l and 
s o c i a l r i g h t s o f the S t a t e , the p e o p l e and the i n d i v i d u a l . S i n c e the f o u n d i n g 
of the P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a , and p a r t i c u l a r l y o v e r the 10 o r more y e a r s 
s i n c e t he a d o p t i o n o f a p o l i c y o f r e f o r m and openness, C h i n a had c o n s i s t e n t l y 
been among the w o r l d ' s l e a d i n g c o u n t r i e s i n terms o f economic g r o w t h r a t e s . 
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Between 1953 and 1990, t h e r e had been an ave r a g e a n n u a l i n c r e a s e i n GNP of 
6.9 p e r c e n t . The h i g h growth r a t e o f C h i n a ' s economy d u r i n g the 1980s, 
when GNP had r i s e n by an a n n u a l a v e r a g e o f 9 p e r c e n t , had b r o u g h t about a 
r e m a r k a b l e improvement i n l i v i n g s t a n d a r d s , r e a l a n n u a l a v e r a g e n e t income 
h a v i n g i n c r e a s e d by 8.45 p e r c e n t f o r r u r a l and 5.3 per c e n t f o r urban 
h o u s e h o l d s . 

21. In C h i n a , i d e a s a l o n e d i d n o t c o n s t i t u t e a c r i m e . No one would be 
p u n i s h e d m e r e l y f o r h o l d i n g d i s s e n t i n g p o l i t i c a l v i e w s . C r i m i n a l a c t s t h a t 
endangered S t a t e s e c u r i t y , s u c h as c o n s p i r i n g t o o v e r t h r o w t h e Government o r 
s p l i t the c o u n t r y , i n c i t i n g armed r e b e l l i o n , o r e s p i o n a g e a c t i v i t i e s , were 
p u n i s h a b l e i n a l l c o u n t r i e s as e n d a n g e r i n g S t a t e s e c u r i t y . 

22. Some c o u n t r i e s p e r s i s t e d i n e x e r t i n g p o l i t i c a l p r e s s u r e on C h i n a b e c a u s e , 
t o g e t h e r w i t h some o t h e r d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s i n a s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n , i t s 
v i e w s on human r i g h t s d i f f e r e d from t h e i r s . I t p l a c e d emphasis on the e q u a l 
i m p o r t a n c e o f c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , the 
i n d i v i s i b i l i t y of i n d i v i d u a l and c o l l e c t i v e htiman r i g h t s and the i m p o r t a n c e of 
the r i g h t o f d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s l i k e C h i n a t o s u b s i s t e n c e and development. 
I t m a i n t a i n e d t h a t the p r o m o t i o n and p r o t e c t i o n o f hximan r i g h t s were l a r g e l y 
the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f i n d i v i d u a l Governments and b a s i c a l l y f e l l w i t h i n the 
j u r i s d i c t i o n o f s o v e r e i g n S t a t e s . Such r e s p o n s i b i l i t y stemmed n o t o n l y from 
the p r i n c i p l e of S t a t e s o v e r e i g n t y b u t a l s o from the r i g h t o f the p e o p l e t o 
p r e s e r v e t h e i r n a t i o n a l and c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y and f r e e l y t o choose t h e i r 
p o l i t i c a l , economic and s o c i a l system. H i s c o u n t r y e n d o r s e d the p r o m o t i o n of 
human r i g h t s and f u n d a m e n t a l freedoms b u t would r e j e c t any i n t e r f e r e n c e i n 
i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s under the g u i s e o f s a f e g u a r d i n g human r i g h t s . 

23. Some p e o p l e were t r y i n g t o impose on o t h e r s t h e i r c o n c e p t o f p o l i t i c a l 
s t a n d a r d s , s o c i a l systems and economic p a t t e r n s . A c c o r d i n g t o them, t h e i r 
i d e o l o g y was the o n l y c o r r e c t one and a n y t h i n g t h a t conformed w i t h t h e i r 
s t a n d a r d s w o u l d be l a b e l l e d as democracy and freedom, w i t h o u t w h i c h t h e r e 
c o u l d be no b a s i c human r i g h t s . The contemporary w o r l d was a p l u r a l i s t i c one 
c o n s i s t i n g o f d i v e r s i f i e d p o l i t i c a l systems and t h e r e had n e v e r been a s i n g l e 
p a t t e r n u n i v e r s a l l y a p p l i c a b l e t o a l l c u l t u r e s and p e o p l e s . I t was p o i n t e d 
out i n b o t h the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human R i g h t s t h a t a l l p e o p l e s had 
the r i g h t f r e e l y t o d e t e r m i n e t h e i r p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s and f r e e l y t o pursue 
t h e i r economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l development. 

24. The C h i n e s e p e o p l e had chosen the s o c i a l i s t r o a d w i t h C h i n e s e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . I n the P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a , c i t i z e n s ' r i g h t s were 
n o t s u b j e c t e d t o the m a n i p u l a t i o n of money, p r o p e r t y s t a t u s , e t h n i c o r i g i n , 
r a c e , s e x , o c c u p a t i o n , f a m i l y b a c k g r o u n d , r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f , e d u c a t i o n o r 
l e n g t h o f r e s i d e n c e , b u t were e n j o y e d e q u a l l y by a l l c i t i z e n s . I t was because 
the p e o p l e were a b l e t o e n j o y t h e i r r i g h t s t o the f u l l t h a t t h e i r i n i t i a t i v e s 
had been f u l l y d e v e l o p e d . I n t i l l i n g 7 p e r c e n t of the w o r l d ' s t o t a l 
c u l t i v a t e d l a n d , C h i n a had succeeded i n f e e d i n g a p o p u l a t i o n r e p r e s e n t i n g 
22 p e r c e n t o f the t o t a l w o r l d p o p u l a t i o n . Many p e o p l e , i n c l u d i n g some i n the 
West, a g r e e d t h a t s u c h s u c c e s s was i t s e l f a p r o t e c t i o n o f Ьглпап r i g h t s and a 
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. 
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25. In 1991, e a s t e r n C h i n a had s u f f e r e d c a t a s t r o p h i c f l o o d s w h i c h had 
c l a i m e d more t h a n 100 m i l l i o n v i c t i m s , e q u a l t o h a l f of t h e p o p u l a t i o n of the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s , ' the e n t i r e p o p u l a t i o n of J a p a n , and t h a t of the U n i t e d Kingdom 
and F r a n c e combined. I t c o u l d be i m a g i n e d t h a t r e l i e f and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n on 
s u c h a s c a l e was n o t an easy t a s k . I t had been due t o the j o i n t e f f o r t s of 
the C h i n e s e Government and p e o p l e t h a t the v i c t i m s had been p r o p e r l y s e t t l e d . 
No one had d i e d of hunger, n o r had t h e r e been any e p i d e m i c , i n f e c t i o u s d i s e a s e 
o r f a m i n e . Government o f f i c i a l s and army p e r s o n n e l had d i s r e g a r d e d t h e i r own 
s a f e t y and some had even l o s t t h e i r l i v e s i n o r d e r t o r e s c u e t h e v i c t i m s . The 
s u c c e s s f u l f i g h t a g a i n s t such n a t u r a l d i s a s t e r s amply d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t the 
Government of C h i n a s e r v e d i t s p e o p l e ' s i n t e r e s t s t o the f u l l and s a f e g u a r d e d 
t h e i r human r i g h t s . There was no r e a s o n t o compel the C h i n e s e p e o p l e t o 
change the c h o i c e t h e y had made. They were n o t r i c h i n terms of economic 
w e a l t h , b u t t h e y were r i c h i n courage to r e s i s t u n j u s t i f i e d o u t s i d e p r e s s u r e . 
In the p a s t , t h e y had r e s o l u t e l y r e s i s t e d c o l o n i a l i s t s who had i n v a d e d t h e i r 
c o u n t r y , and t h e y had the d e t e r m i n a t i o n and s t r e n g t h t o r e j e c t t h e i m p o s i t i o n 
on them of any v a l u e s o r s o c i a l p a t t e r n s . 

26. C h i n a e n d o r s e d and had c o n s i s t e n t l y a d v o c a t e d enhanced i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
d i a l o g u e and c o o p e r a t i o n i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s . I t was r e a d y t o 
engage i n t a l k s w i t h o t h e r c o u n t r i e s t o e x p l o r e ways and means o f p r o m o t i n g 
human r i g h t s on the b a s i s of e q u a l i t y and m u t u a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g , s e e k i n g common 
ground w h i l e p r e s e r v i n g d i f f e r e n c e s . I t had m a i n t a i n e d c o n t a c t and d i a l o g u e 
w i t h a number of c o u n t r i e s and had been s e r i o u s l y f u l f i l l i n g i t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o b l i g a t i o n s by a c c e d i n g t o a number of i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n v e n t i o n s and r e p o r t i n g 
on t h e i r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n as r e q u i r e d . I t had a l s o made d e t a i l e d i n v e s t i g a t i o n s 
and p r o v i d e d r e p l i e s t o communications t r a n s m i t t e d by the C e n t r e f o r Human 
R i g h t s and v a r i o u s r a p p o r t e u r s and w o r k i n g g r o u p s . I t would c o n t i n u e s u c h 
c o o p e r a t i o n on an e q u a l b a s i s b u t would r e j e c t the i m p o s i t i o n on i t s p e o p l e 
of any c o n c e p t of v a l u e s , p o l i t i c a l s t a n d a r d s , s o c i a l systems o r economic 
p a t t e r n s . Any a t t e m p t to e x e r t p o l i t i c a l p r e s s u r e on i t under the p r e t e x t of 
human r i g h t s would meet w i t h f i r m r e s i s t a n c e . 

27. The human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n C h i n a was sound. The C h i n e s e p e o p l e had 
been e n j o y i n g human r i g h t s and freedoms as n e v e r b e f o r e . Those q u a l i f i e d t o 
r e p r e s e n t C h i n a were n o t a mere h a n d f u l of p e o p l e i n e x i l e a p p e a r i n g i n the 
c o n f e r e n c e room b u t 1.1 b i l l i o n C h i n e s e p e o p l e who were i n d u s t r i o u s l y w o r k i n g 
f o r a b e t t e r f u t u r e . The unfounded a l l e g a t i o n s b e i n g made c o u l d n o t o b s c u r e 
the f a c t t h a t the C h i n e s e p e o p l e were f u l l y e n j o y i n g t h e i r human r i g h t s and 
freedoms. C o u n t r i e s t h a t p e r s i s t e d i n i g n o r i n g the t r u e s i t u a t i o n i n C h i n a 
and i n p r e s s u r i z i n g i t would a c h i e v e n o t h i n g b u t e x p o s u r e of t h e i r d o u b l e 
s t a n d a r d s and of t h e i r e f f o r t s t o impose t h e i r p o l i t i c a l v i e w s and v a l u e s 
under the c l o a k of himian r i g h t s . 

28. Mr. PORTALES ( C h i l e ) s a i d t h a t , as s t a t e d by the Deputy M i n i s t e r f o r 
F o r e i g n A f f a i r s of C h i l e a t the Commission's f o r t y - s e v e n t h s e s s i o n , h i s 
c o u n t r y owed a deep debt of g r a t i t u d e t o the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t o the U n i t e d N a t i o n s . The Commission's c o n s t a n t e f f o r t s t h r o u g h 
the a p pointment of ad hoc groups o r s p e c i a l r a p p o r t e u r s had p l a y e d a most 
u s e f u l r o l e i n e n s u r i n g r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s i n C h i l e , thus s a v i n g many 
l i v e s and r e s u l t i n g i n the f r e e i n g of p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , and had been a 
d e c i s i v e f a c t o r i n the r e t u r n t o democracy. C h i l e would a l w a y s be g r a t e f u l 
f o r the s e l e c t i v i t y w h i c h the Commission had shown towards i t . I t had been 
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a l m o s t the f i r s t c o u n t r y t o b e n e f i t from the c o n s t a n t v i g i l a n c e e x e r c i s e d by 
the U n i t e d N a t i o n s w i t h a v i e w t o r e d u c i n g human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . I t a l s o 
h i g h l y a p p r e c i a t e d the f a c t t h a t the Commission's c o n c e r n f o r C h i l e had been 
f o l l o w e d by a g r o w i n g c o n c e r n f o r the s e r i o u s s i t u a t i o n i n a number of o t h e r 
c o u n t r i e s . 

29. The w o r l d o r g a n i z a t i o n had shown i n c r e a s i n g s e n s i t i v i t y towards e x i s t i n g 
human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . I t s p u b l i c i n v e s t i g a t i o n s had been e x t e n d e d to a 
l a r g e number of c o u n t r i e s i n a l l c o n t i n e n t s and of a l l s o c i a l s y s t e m s , b u t f o r 
c e r t a i n g e o p o l i t i c a l r e a s o n s , many regimes s t i l l v i o l a t i n g human r i g h t s had 
n o t as y e t been s u b j e c t e d t o s c r u t i n y by the Commission. That u n f o r t u n a t e 
f a c t s h o u l d encourage the Commission t o s t e p up r a t h e r t h a n d i m i n i s h i t s 
c o n c e r n f o r s p e c i f i c c a s e s of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . 

30. I t was i m p o r t a n t t o s t r e s s , f i r s t l y , t h a t i t was n o t the Commission t h a t 
formed w o r l d p u b l i c o p i n i o n about v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n p a r t i c u l a r 
c o u n t r i e s . R a t h e r , i t was t h e i r d i s c l o s u r e by the media and t h e i r 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n and r e p o r t i n g by non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a t made 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c o p i n i o n aware t h a t hirnian r i g h t s were b e i n g s e r i o u s l y and 
r e p e a t e d l y v i o l a t e d i n c e r t a i n c o u n t r i e s . I t c o u l d , on the o t h e r hand, be 
m a i n t a i n e d t h a t i t was i n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c o p i n i o n - once c o n v i n c e d of the 
f a c t s - t h a t g e n e r a t e d the n e c e s s a r y c o n d i t i o n s f o r the U n i t e d N a t i o n s to 
b r i n g up p a r t i c u l a r c a s e s . The r e p o r t s on p a r t i c u l a r c o u n t r i e s s e r v e d t o 
d e t e r m i n e the scope of s u c h v i o l a t i o n s and p r o v i d e s p e c i f i c recommendations 
w h i c h , because of the m o r a l and p o l i t i c a l i mpact of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , 
s t r e n g t h e n e d t h o s e who were s t r i v i n g f o r r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s i n the 
c o u n t r i e s c o n c e r n e d . The Commission's work s h o u l d t h e r e f o r e n o t be 
o v e r e s t i m a t e d , s i n c e i n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c o p i n i o n was a l r e a d y formed when t h a t 
body d e c i d e d t o c a r r y out an i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n a p a r t i c u l a r c o u n t r y . 

31. S e c o n d l y , the s p e c i f i c recommendations c o n t a i n e d i n the r e p o r t s were 
meant t o b e n e f i t , on the one hand, the p e o p l e whose r i g h t s had been v i o l a t e d 
and, on the o t h e r , the Governments whose a c t s o r o m i s s i o n s had been 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r s u c h v i o l a t i o n s , o r a t l e a s t t h o s e t h a t s e r i o u s l y i n t e n d e d t o 
s a f e g u a r d t h e i r c i t i z e n s ' w e l f a r e . No o r g a n i z a t i o n o r Government welcomed 
c r i t i c i s m , b u t t h o s e f a c i n g the s i t u a t i o n m a t u r e l y would r e c o g n i z e i n the l o n g 
r u n t h a t s u c h c r i t i c i s m was more p r o f i t a b l e t h a n f l a t t e r y , s i n c e i t was 
c o n d u c i v e t o improvement, though t h o s e who were a n t a g o n i s t i c towards any 
d i s a p p r o v a l of t h e i r p o l i c i e s would a l w a y s p e r c e i v e c r i t i c i s m as an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n s p i r a c y a g a i n s t them. F r e q u e n t e f f o r t s had been made i n the 
Commission t o r e f u t e a l l e g a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g v i o l a t i o n s of h x m a n r i g h t s by 
a t t r i b u t i n g them to a campaign o r c h e s t r a t e d by i n t e r n a t i o n a l communism o r 
i m p e r i a l i s m . The s t r i k i n g p r o g r e s s of democracy t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d i n 
r e c e n t y e a r s w o u l d f o r t u n a t e l y make such s t a t e m e n t s a t h i n g of t h e p a s t . 

32. I t was i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t even i n the case of t h o s e regimes t h a t 
f o l l o w e d a l o g i c of war, the c r i t i c i s m s and recommendations of the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n g e n e r a l and the Commission i n p a r t i c u l a r had a l w a y s had some 
p o s i t i v e e f f e c t . F o r example, a t the p r e c i s e time when the C h i l e a n 
d i c t a t o r s h i p had been h o l d i n g a p l e b i s c i t e and e x h o r t i n g the p e o p l e t o condemn 
the U n i t e d N a t i o n s because of i t s s t r o n g c r i t i c i s m o f v i o l a t i o n s of human 
r i g h t s i n C h i l e , the d i c t a t o r s h i p had s i g n i f i c a n t l y l e s s e n e d s u c h v i o l a t i o n s , 
and f o l l o w i n g the p l e b i s c i t e the p r a c t i c e of e n f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s had been 
h a l t e d . 
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33. A f u r t h e r argument sometimes put f o r w a r d t o impugn t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s and of the Commission was t h a t t h e u n i v e r s a l i t y o f r e s p e c t f o r 
human r i g h t s was s u b j e c t t o the p r i n c i p l e o f n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n i n the i n t e r n a l 
a f f a i r s o f S t a t e s . That i n t e r p r e t a t i o n was i n v a l i d , b ecause f u n d a m e n t a l human 
r i g h t s d i d n o t o r i g i n a t e from any c o n c e s s i o n by a Government b u t from the 
d i g n i t y o f the human b e i n g - a f a c t of w h i c h mankind was becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y 
aware and w h i c h l e d i t t o r e q u i r e c e r t a i n norms and conduct o f i t s 
Governments. The S t a t e t h e r e f o r e had a c o n s t a n t d u t y t o r e s p e c t and promote 
the human r i g h t s o f i t s c i t i z e n s and a d u t y towards the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community, w h i c h had been c r e a t e d t o pursue the w e l f a r e o f a l l mankind. I t 
was m o r a l l y u n a c c e p t a b l e t h a t the p r i n c i p l e o f n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n i n i n t e r n a l 
a f f a i r s s h o u l d be i n v o k e d i n o r d e r t o v a l i d a t e human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s , s i n c e 
t h e y were n o t m e r e l y an i n t e r n a l m a t t e r . 

34. The p u b l i c p r o c e d u r e s o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s f o r d e a l i n g w i t h p a r t i c u l a r 
c a s e s c o u l d c e r t a i n l y be i m p r o v e d , and h i s d e l e g a t i o n was r e a d y t o g i v e e v e r y 
p o s s i b l e h e l p i n t h a t r e g a r d . I t had w h o l e h e a r t e d l y welcomed A u s t r i a ' s 
i n i t i a t i v e f o r the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a p r o c e d u r e t h a t would a l l o w s u i t a b l e 
a c t i o n t o be t a k e n i n emergency c a s e s w i t h o u t p r e j u d i c e t o the need f o r a more 
d e t a i l e d s t u d y . The 1993 W o r l d C o n f e r e n c e on Human R i g h t s w o u l d be an 
a p p r o p r i a t e forum i n w h i c h t o t a k e up t h a t v i t a l m a t t e r . The Commission's 
work of d e a l i n g p u b l i c l y w i t h hvunan r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n s i n c o u n t r i e s most i n 
need of such t r e a t m e n t was c l e a r l y one of the most u s e f u l a c t i v i t i e s f o r the 
p r o m o t i o n o f human r i g h t s u n d e r t a k e n by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s . 

35. Mr. SEZAKI (Japan) s a i d t h a t t h e r e were two b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s w h i c h h i s 
d e l e g a t i o n c o n s i d e r e d i m p o r t a n t when d e a l i n g w i t h human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n s i n 
v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s . One o f them was the p r i n c i p l e o f n o n - s e l e c t i v i t y . D u r i n g 
the d i s c u s s i o n s , many d e l e g a t i o n s had e x p r e s s e d t h e i r c o n c e r n about the 
Commission's c h o i c e o f c a s e s o f v i o l a t i o n . A t t h e c u r r e n t s e s s i o n , a 
c o m p a r a t i v e l y g r e a t e r nimiber o f A s i a n c o u n t r i e s had become t a r g e t s o f 
a l l e g a t i o n s . H i s d e l e g a t i o n hoped t h a t t h a t was a mere c o i n c i d e n c e , and i t 
r e a f f i r m e d i t s c o n v i c t i o n t h a t the Commission s h o u l d n e v e r be g u i d e d by 
p o l i t i c a l l y - m o t i v a t e d s e l e c t i v i t y . I n o r d e r t o m a i n t a i n i t s c r e d i b i l i t y i n 
t h a t r e g a r d , d i s c u s s i o n s must be b a s e d on w e l l - p r o v e n and w i d e l y c o l l e c t e d 
f a c t s and e v i d e n c e . I t must a l s o be borne i n mind t h a t t h e s i t u a t i o n i n some 
c o u n t r i e s escaped the Commission's s c r u t i n y o n l y because t h e r e was l i t t l e 
r e l e v a n t i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e . 

36. The second b a s i c p r i n c i p l e was t h a t too much emphasis s h o u l d n o t be 
p l a c e d on d i f f e r e n c e s of h i s t o r y , c u l t u r e and customs, s i n c e s i g h t m i g h t 
t h e r e b y be l o s t o f the Commission's u l t i m a t e p u r p o s e . H i s d e l e g a t i o n s h a r e d 
the v i e w t h a t the p a r t i c u l a r h i s t o r y , c u l t u r a l b a c k g r o u n d and customs of 
i n d i v i d u a l c o u n t r i e s s h o u l d be r e s p e c t e d , b u t t h a t the d i f f e r e n c e s c o u l d n o t 
be used as an excuse f o r v i o l a t i n g human r i g h t s and s u p p r e s s i n g p e o p l e ' s 
freedom. However f i r m l y c o n v i n c e d o f the r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f i t s own system o r 
a c t s , e v e r y S t a t e s h o u l d p r o f i t from the example of o t h e r s . I n an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community i n w h i c h p e o p l e and S t a t e s must h e l p one a n o t h e r 
i n o r d e r t o s u r v i v e , a r r o g a n c e c o u l d l e a d o n l y t o i s o l a t i o n and 
s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n . Extreme emphasis on d i f f e r e n c e s o f h i s t o r y , c u l t u r e and 
customs c o u l d o n l y l e a d t o c o n f r o n t a t i o n . V i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s i n one 
c o u n t r y caused p o l i t i c a l , economic and s o c i a l problems i n n e i g h b o u r i n g 
c o u n t r i e s , t h e n i n the s u r r o u n d i n g r e g i o n s , and f i n a l l y posed a g l o b a l 
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t h r e a t . S i n c e a v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s i n any c o u n t r y was t h u s the c o n c e r n 
of a l l o t h e r s , h i s d e l e g a t i o n c o u l d n o t a c c e p t the argtiment t h a t d i s c u s s i o n of 
s i t u a t i o n s i n p a r t i c u l a r c o u n t r i e s c o n s t i t u t e d i n t e r f e r e n c e i n t h e i r i n t e r n a l 
a f f a i r s . I t hoped t h a t , w i t h i t s e n l a r g e d membership, the Commission would be 
a more c o n s t r u c t i v e o rgan t h a n f o r m e r l y and would n o t be undermined by 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n because of w i d e r d i f f e r e n c e s . 

37. I t was e s s e n t i a l t o r e v i e w the mechanism f o r e n s u r i n g more e f f e c t i v e ways 
and means of p r o t e c t i n g human r i g h t s and i m p r o v i n g the s i t u a t i o n once a 
v i o l a t i o n had o c c u r r e d . H i s d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the A u s t r i a n i n i t i a t i v e t o 
e x p l o r e the p o s s i b i l i t y of an emergency mechanism, the d e t a i l s of w h i c h 
d e s e r v e d f u r t h e r s t u d y and d i s c u s s i o n . I t hoped t h a t a mechanism s a t i s f a c t o r y 
t o a l l members would s h o r t l y be c o n s t r u c t e d . I t would be u s e f u l i n the 
p r o c e s s to c a r r y out an o v e r a l l r e v i e w of the e x i s t i n g s y s t e m , p a r t i c u l a r l y as 
t o the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the system of s p e c i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o r the p r o c e d u r e 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 1503 ( X L V I I I ) . 

38. The f i n a l r e p o r t o f Mr. Ermacora (E/CN.4/1992/33) j u s t i f i e d the 
Commission's c o n t i n u i n g c o n c e r n o v e r the himian r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n A f g h a n i s t a n . 
The S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r r e i t e r a t e d t h a t the s i t u a t i o n of more th a n 5 m i l l i o n 
A f g h a n r e f u g e e s had remained unchanged, and h i s d e l e g a t i o n s h a r e d the v i e w 
t h a t the q u e s t i o n of the r i g h t s of t h o s e r e f u g e e s s h o u l d be one of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's most u r g e n t t a s k s . I t s u p p o r t e d the 
S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r ' s recommendations and e a r n e s t l y hoped t h a t the n e g o t i a t e d 
p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n of the c o n f l i c t would b r i n g t o a l l the A f g h a n p e o p l e , 
i n c l u d i n g t h e r e f u g e e s , e a r l y and f u l l enjoyment of t h e i r human r i g h t s . 

39. H i s d e l e g a t i o n r e g r e t t e d t h a t , as c o u l d be seen from the r e p o r t i n 
document E/CN.4/1992/27, the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r on the s i t u a t i o n i n Cuba had 
been u n a b l e t o f u l f i l h i s mandate because of the l a c k o f c o o p e r a t i o n by the 
Cuban Government. That Government s h o u l d r e s p o n d t o the a l l e g a t i o n s of himian 
r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s and a l l o w the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r to o b s e r v e the s i t u a t i o n 
d i r e c t l y , thus d e m o n s t r a t i n g i t s w i l l i n g n e s s t o c o o p e r a t e w i t h t h e 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s . 

40. I n i t s c o n f i d e n c e t h a t the U n i t e d N a t i o n s was p l a y i n g a v a l u a b l e r o l e i n 
s o l v i n g e x i s t i n g problems i n C y p r u s , Japan had been making s u b s t a n t i a l 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s s i n c e 1978 t o the U n i t e d N a t i o n s p e a c e - k e e p i n g o p e r a t i o n t h e r e . 
I t was r e g r e t t a b l e , however, t h a t the l o n g - t e r m peace e f f o r t s had n o t as y e t 
p r o v e d f r u i t f u l . H i s Government l o o k e d f o r w a r d t o s e e i n g t h e f u r t h e r r e p o r t 
of the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , e x p e c t e d i n A p r i l 1992, on any p r o g r e s s made towards 
c o n v e n i n g a h i g h - l e v e l i n t e r n a t i o n a l m e e t i n g t o seek a p e a c e f u l s o l u t i o n . I t 
e a r n e s t l y hoped t h a t under the l e a d e r s h i p of the new S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l the 
p r o c e s s of p e a c e f u l n e g o t i a t i o n s would be a c c e l e r a t e d and t h a t the human 
r i g h t s o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f Cyprus w o u l d be f u l l y r e s t o r e d . 

41. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, and h i s own c o u n t r y i n p a r t i c u l a r , were 
d e e p l y i n t e r e s t e d i n the q u e s t i o n of d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n and human r i g h t s i n 
C h i n a . H i s d e l e g a t i o n hoped t h a t t h a t c o u n t r y would r e s p o n d to the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's e x p e c t a t i o n s and improve the s i t u a t i o n , t h e r e b y 
h e l p i n g t o d e v e l o p i t s r e l a t i o n s w i t h o t h e r c o u n t r i e s f u r t h e r . 
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42. H i s d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the s i g n i n g on 16 J a n u a r y 1992 of the peace 
agreement between the Government of E l S a l v a d o r and the FMLN, and i t s coming 
i n t o e f f e c t on 1 F e b r u a r y 1992. The agreement was an i m p o r t a n t s t e p towards a 
l a s t i n g peace and the r e s t o r a t i o n o f human r i g h t s . He hoped t h a t i t would be 
f a i t h f u l l y o b s e r v e d by b o t h p a r t i e s and, as recommended by the S p e c i a l 
R a p p o r t e u r i n h i s r e p o r t , t h a t a l l S t a t e s would h e l p t o a l l e v i a t e t h e 
s i t u a t i o n o f the S a l v a d o r i a n p e o p l e who had s u f f e r e d f o r so l o n g from the 
armed c o n f l i c t . 

43. H i s Government was k e e p i n g the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Guatemala under 
c a r e f u l o b s e r v a t i o n . W h i l e welcoming the i n i t i a t i v e o f P r e s i d e n t S e r r a n o t o 
improve i t , i t hoped t h a t s u c h measures as t h e s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f c i v i l i a n 
c o n t r o l o v e r the m i l i t a r y , j u d i c i a l , c r i m i n a l and hijman r i g h t s m o n i t o r i n g 
s y s t e m s , t o g e t h e r w i t h the r e o r d e r i n g o f p o l i c e f o r c e s , w o u l d promote the 
a d o p t i o n o f a b a s i c p o l i c y o f r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s . He a p p e a l e d t o the 
Government of Guatemala and o t h e r p a r t i e s t o speed up the o n g o i n g d i a l o g u e f o r 
a c e s s a t i o n of t h e c o n f l i c t , w h i c h would be a d e c i s i v e s t e p towards i m p r o v i n g 
the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n . 

44. H i s Government r e g r e t t e d the t r a g i c i n c i d e n t t h a t had o c c u r r e d i n D i l i , 
E a s t T imor, on 12 November 1991, but welcomed the p r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t o f the 
N a t i o n a l Commission of I n q u i r y and the I n d o n e s i a n Government's prompt and 
p o s i t i v e r e s p o n s e , w h i c h d e m o n s t r a t e d i t s r e c o g n i t i o n of the s e r i o u s n e s s o f 
the i n c i d e n t and i t s s i n c e r e a t t i t u d e towards the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's 
c o n c e r n o v e r human r i g h t s . H i s Government was a l s o encouraged by t h e 
I n d o n e s i a n Government's a c c e p t a n c e o f Mr. Wako as the p e r s o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l . I t hoped t h a t the I n d o n e s i a n Government would 
c o n t i n u e t o implement the measures o r d e r e d by i t s P r e s i d e n t and would f u r t h e r 
improve the l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s and w e l f a r e o f the r e s i d e n t s o f E a s t Timor. 

45. W h i l e t a k i n g n o t e o f the I r a q i Government's a c c e p t a n c e o f the S p e c i a l 
R a p p o r t e u r , h i s d e l e g a t i o n was v e r y d i s t r e s s e d by i t s r e p o r t e d human r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s . I t h i g h l y commended the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r on the pe r f o r m a n c e of 
h i s mandate and the w e l l - b a l a n c e d n a t u r e o f h i s c o n c l u s i o n s , i n w h i c h he had 
s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e had been m a s s i v e v i o l a t i o n s o f hxmian r i g h t s o f the g r a v e s t 
n a t u r e f o r w h i c h the Government of I r a q might be h e l d r e s p o n s i b l e and t h a t 
t h a t Government s y s t e m a t i c a l l y v i o l a t e d i t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l htmian r i g h t s 
o b l i g a t i o n s . H i s d e l e g a t i o n was s e r i o u s l y c o n c e r n e d about t h o s e c o n c l u s i o n s , 
w h i c h c a l l e d f o r u r g e n t measures t o improve the himian r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n . I t 
s t r o n g l y u rged the I r a q i Government t o a c c e p t the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r ' s 
recommendations and t o comply w i t h S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 688 ( 1 9 9 1 ) . 

46. The Government of Japan s h a r e d the grave c o n c e r n e x p r e s s e d o v e r the 
s i t u a t i o n i n Myanmar, a l t h o u g h i t a p p r e c i a t e d the c o o p e r a t i o n o f the Myanmar 
Government w i t h the Commission, i n c l u d i n g the two i n v i t a t i o n s i t had ex t e n d e d 
i n the p a s t t o ind e p e n d e n t e x p e r t s . Because of the c o n s t a n t and mounting 
a l l e g a t i o n s t h a t had been made and the n e g l i g i b l e improvement i n the human 
r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n , c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the s i t u a t i o n i n t h a t c o u n t r y under the 
p r o c e d u r e p r o v i d e d f o r i n Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 1503 ( X L V I I I ) 
had been suspended and t h e r e was t o be a p u b l i c d i s c u s s i o n on i t a t the 
c u r r e n t s e s s i o n . H i s d e l e g a t i o n s i n c e r e l y hoped t h a t the Government would 
c o n t i n u e t o c o o p e r a t e w i t h the Commission and ta k e f u l l and u r g e n t a c c o u n t of 
the recommendations of the ind e p e n d e n t e x p e r t s . 
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47. H i s d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the f u l l and v a l u a b l e c o o p e r a t i o n e x t e n d e d by the 
Government of S r i Lanka t o the Working Group on E n f o r c e d o r I n v o l u n t a r y 
D i s a p p e a r a n c e s d u r i n g i t s v i s i t i n O c t o b e r 1991; the measures t a k e n t o improve 
the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g the r e c e n t e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a number of 
i n s t i t u t i o n s t o m o n i t o r and i n q u i r e i n t o human r i g h t s ; and the d e c i s i o n t o 
a c c e p t many of the recommendations made by Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l i n 
November 1991. I t n e v e r t h e l e s s s h a r e d the c o n c e r n e x p r e s s e d by o t h e r members 
of the Commission o v e r r e p o r t e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s , d e t e n t i o n s and a r b i t r a r y 
e x e c u t i o n s . W h i l e u n d e r s t a n d i n g the d i f f i c u l t i e s f a c e d by the Government of 
S r i Lanka i n s o l v i n g human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s a r i s i n g from m i l i t a r y and 
p o l i t i c a l c a u s e s , i t hoped t h a t the Government would s t r e n g t h e n i t s e f f o r t s to 
s a f e g u a r d human r i g h t s , f o r example by a c c e p t i n g the Wor k i n g Group's 
recommendations and f u l f i l l i n g i t s o b l i g a t i o n s under the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenants on Human R i g h t s . I t a p p e a l e d t o a l l p a r t i e s and groups i n S r i Lanka 
t o r e s p e c t human r i g h t s . 

48. H i s d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the I s l a m i c R e p u b l i c of I r a n ' s c o n t i n u e d 
c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h the S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e and i t s agreement w i t h ICRC 
c o n c e r n i n g p r i s o n v i s i t s , b u t i t n o t e d w i t h c o n c e r n the S p e c i a l 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ' s c o n c l u s i o n (E/CN.4/1992/34) t h a t I r a n had made no a p p r e c i a b l e 
p r o g r e s s i n 1991 towards improved c o m p l i a n c e w i t h human r i g h t s i n a c c o r d a n c e 
w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s . I t hoped the I r a n i a n Government would 
c o n t i n u e t o r e s p o n d t o the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's r e q u e s t s . 

49. H i s d e l e g a t i o n was a l s o c o n c e r n e d about human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n s i n 
A f r i c a , and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n Chad, S o m a l i a , the Sudan and Z a i r e , a l l o f w h i c h 
were b e i n g d e a l t w i t h under t h e p r o c e d u r e e n v i s a g e d i n Economic and S o c i a l 
C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 1503 ( X L V I I I ) . I t hoped t h a t c o n t i n u e d and s t r e n g t h e n e d 
e f f o r t s would be made t o improve the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n t h o s e c o u n t r i e s . 

50. Mr. KOOIJMANS ( N e t h e r l a n d s ) s a i d t h a t i n t a k i n g s t o c k o f the degree of 
c o m p l i a n c e w i t h human r i g h t s s t a n d a r d s t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d i t was e v i d e n t 
t h a t the w o r l d o f 1992 d i f f e r e d from t h a t o f 10 y e a r s e a r l i e r . Many 
d i c t a t o r i a l and t o t a l i t a r i a n regimes had g i v e n way t o d e m o c r a t i c Governments 
and t h e r e was now an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r p e o p l e t o t a k e the f u t u r e i n t o t h e i r own 
hands and h e l p t o shape the p o l i t i c s a f f e c t i n g them. F o r many p e o p l e , 
however, the p a s t was s t i l l a r e a l i t y : e i t h e r t h e y s u f f e r e d from the e f f e c t s 
o f human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s t o w h i c h t h e y had been s u b j e c t e d , t h e y had l o s t 
members of t h e i r f a m i l y o r t h e y had been i m p l i c a t e d i n v i o l a t i o n s b ecause o f 
t h e i r p o s i t i o n under a p r e v i o u s Government. The pro b l e m o f d e a l i n g w i t h p a s t 
a t r o c i t i e s , as i n t h e case o f t h e N l i r n b e r g and Tokyo t r i a l s , was a problem o f 
a l l t i m e s . The g e n e r a l q u e s t i o n was whether v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s and of 
n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l law g e n e r a l l y c o u l d go u n p u n i s h e d i f h i g h e r 
i n t e r e s t s were a t s t a k e , and what c r i t e r i a s h o u l d be a p p l i e d . A l t h o u g h the 
prob l e m o f i m p u n i t y was a d e l i c a t e one, the Commission s h o u l d n e v e r t h e l e s s 
d e a l w i t h i t . I n h i s a n n u a l r e p o r t f o r 1990, the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l had 
s t r e s s e d the f a i t h and e x p e c t a t i o n s t h a t p e o p l e s a l l o v e r the w o r l d p l a c e d i n 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s e f f o r t s t o r e s t o r e human r i g h t s where t h e y were d e n i e d o r 
v i o l a t e d . That a l s o a p p l i e d t o the c a l l f o r j u s t i c e by v i c t i m s of v i o l a t i o n s . 

51. Whatever t h e i r p l a c e i n the S t a t e h i e r a r c h y . Government o f f i c i a l s 
u n q u e s t i o n a b l y b o re i n d i v i d u a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r s e r i o u s htmian r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s as e v i d e n c e d by the work of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law Commission i n 
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p r e p a r i n g a d r a f t code of c r i m e s a g a i n s t the peace and s e c u r i t y o f mankind. 
S e v e r a l r e p o r t s b e f o r e the Commission a l s o r e f e r r e d t o t h a t i n d i v i d u a l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . I t would c l e a r l y n o t al w a y s be p o s s i b l e t o t r a n s l a t e i t i n t o 
c r i m i n a l l i a b i l i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y i f such v i o l a t i o n s were p a r t o f S t a t e p o l i c y 
o r were condoned by the Government. I m p u n i t y i n such i n s t a n c e s was p a r t of 
the g o v e r n m e n t a l system and i n o t h e r c a s e s i t r e s u l t e d from a l a x o r 
i n d i f f e r e n t a t t i t u d e on the p a r t of the a u t h o r i t i e s . Whatever the c a u s e , i t 
s h o u l d be borne i n mind t h a t i m p u n i t y f o r human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s under 
c e r t a i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s m i ght e n t a i l S t a t e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . A l l S t a t e s Members 
of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s had p l e d g e d t h e m s e l v e s under A r t i c l e 56 of the C h a r t e r 
t o t a k e j o i n t and s e p a r a t e a c t i o n , i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h the O r g a n i z a t i o n , f o r 
the p r o m o t i o n of u n i v e r s a l r e s p e c t f o r and o b s e r v a n c e of human r i g h t s . 
A t t e n t i o n had f r e q u e n t l y been drawn t o the i n s e p a r a b l e l i n k between the 
s u p p r e s s i o n and p r e v e n t i o n of himian r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . In h i s s t u d y on 
amnesty laws and t h e i r r o l e i n the s a f e g u a r d i n g and p r o m o t i o n o f human r i g h t s , 
Mr. J o i n e t had o b s e r v e d t h a t the most e f f e c t i v e d e t e r r e n t t o the use of 
t o r t u r e was the knowledge on the p a r t of t o r t u r e r s t h a t t h e y m i g h t one day be 
c a l l e d t o a c c o u n t f o r t h e i r a c t i o n s . 

52. I n a judgement of 29 J u l y 1988, the I n t e r - A m e r i c a n C o u r t o f Human R i g h t s 
had a r g u e d t h a t the S t a t e had a l e g a l d u t y t o t a k e r e a s o n a b l e s t e p s t o p r e v e n t 
himian r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s and t o use the means a t i t s d i s p o s a l t o c a r r y out a 
s e r i o u s i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f v i o l a t i o n s committed w i t h i n i t s j u r i s d i c t i o n , t o 
i d e n t i f y t h o s e r e s p o n s i b l e , t o impose the a p p r o p r i a t e punishment and t o ensure 
adequate c o m p e n s a t i o n t o the v i c t i m s , and had gone on t o say t h a t the d u t y t o 
p r e v e n t v i o l a t i o n s i n c l u d e d a l l means of a l e g a l , p o l i t i c a l , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
and c u l t u r a l n a t u r e t h a t promoted the p r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s and e n s u r e d 
t h a t any v i o l a t i o n s were c o n s i d e r e d and t r e a t e d as i l l e g a l a c t s t h a t might 
l e a d t o the punishment of tho s e r e s p o n s i b l e and t h e o b l i g a t i o n t o i n d e m n i f y 
the v i c t i m s . 

53. Some doubts had been e x p r e s s e d as t o whether Commission r e s o l u t i o n 1991/72 
on r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r v i o l a t i o n s o f htiman r i g h t s and f u n d a m e n t a l freedoms d i d 
n o t d e a l t oo l o o s e l y w i t h d i f f i c u l t and c o m p l i c a t e d i s s u e s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
law. W h i l e h i s d e l e g a t i o n s h a r e d t h o s e doubts t o some e x t e n t , the r e s o l u t i o n 
c l e a r l y r e f l e c t e d the g e n e r a l l y h e l d o p i n i o n t h a t i n q u i r y , i n v e s t i g a t i o n and 
punishment would s e r v e as a d e t e r r e n t t h a t m i ght p r e v e n t s u c h v i o l a t i o n s . I n 
p a r a g r a p h 4 of the same r e s o l u t i o n , the Commission a p p e a l e d t o S t a t e s t h a t had 
n o t y e t done so t o u n d e r t a k e the n e c e s s a r y l e g i s l a t i v e measures w i t h a v i e w t o 
e s t a b l i s h i n g a p p r o p r i a t e l e g a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y under d o m e s t i c law o f tho s e 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r v i o l a t i o n s . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l hximan r i g h t s i n s t r u m e n t s and 
the a c t i o n t a k e n by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s o f f e r e d c e r t a i n g u i d e l i n e s f o r 
f o r m u l a t i n g r u l e s t o r e g u l a t e i n d i v i d u a l and S t a t e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r human 
r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . There was no s y s t e m a t i c handbook on the pro b l e m of 
i m p u n i t y b u t the U n i t e d N a t i o n s p o s i t i o n on the problem was e v i d e n t from many 
s o u r c e s . The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s and 
a r t i c l e 8 of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n on Human R i g h t s p r o v i d e d f o r an 
e f f e c t i v e remedy t h a t s h o u l d be open t o v i c t i m s o f human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . 
A l t h o u g h t h o s e p r o v i s i o n s r e l a t e d p r i m a r i l y t o remedies and r e p a r a t i o n , i t 
s h o u l d c e r t a i n l y n o t be e x c l u d e d t h a t the l a t t e r m i g ht a l s o t a k e the form o f 
punishment of the p e r p e t r a t o r . The C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e s t i p u l a t e d t h a t 
s u c h a c t s were o f f e n c e s under c r i m i n a l l a w , and a l s o f o c u s e d on the r i g h t s o f 
the v i c t i m , e s t a b l i s h i n g the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f the S t a t e p a r t y t o e n s u r e t h a t 
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c o m p l a i n t s were p r o m p t l y and i m p a r t i a l l y examined by i t s competent 
a u t h o r i t i e s . L a s t l y , a r t i c l e IV of the C o n v e n t i o n on the P r e v e n t i o n and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide o b l i g e d the c o n t r a c t i n g p a r t i e s t o p u n i s h 
p e r p e t r a t o r s , whether t h e y were " c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e r u l e r s , p u b l i c 
o f f i c i a l s o r p r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l s " . 

54. W h i l e , i n t h e i r a u t h o r i t a t i v e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s , v i e w s and g e n e r a l 
comments, the t r e a t y m o n i t o r i n g b o d i e s , and n o t a b l y the Human R i g h t s Committee 
and the Committee a g a i n s t T o r t u r e a d d r e s s e d the q u e s t i o n o f the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
o f the S t a t e i n the m a t t e r o f d i s a p p e a r a n c e s (an i s s u e a l s o t a k e n up i n 
s e v e r a l r e s o l u t i o n s o f the Sub-Commission on P r e v e n t i o n o f D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and 
P r o t e c t i o n of M i n o r i t i e s ) , the p o l i c y - m a k i n g organs o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s had 
on a number of o c c a s i o n s e x p r e s s e d t h e m s e l v e s on m a t t e r s r e l a t i n g t o 
i m p u n i t y : he was t h i n k i n g i n p a r t i c u l a r of Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 1989/65. In the r e p o r t he had mentioned e a r l i e r , t he r a p p o r t e u r 
s e t the i s s u e o f i m p u n i t y i n the p e r s p e c t i v e o f p r e v e n t i o n , m a i n t a i n i n g t h a t 
i f p r i o r i t y was g i v e n t o a l o n g - t e r m p o l i c y t o p r e v e n t s y s t e m a t i c p r a c t i c e s o f 
t o r t u r e , i n v o l u n t a r y o r f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s , o r e x t r a j u d i c i a l e x e c u t i o n s , 
the a u t h o r i t y g r a n t i n g amnesty t o the p e r p e t r a t o r s would have t o draw a l i n e 
between a d e s e r v e d r i g h t o f o b l i v i o n and an u n w a r r a n t e d r i g h t t o i m p u n i t y . 

55. I f he had e l e c t e d t o e l a b o r a t e on the i s s u e of d e a l i n g w i t h p a s t 
v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s , t h a t was n o t o n l y because he was m i n d f u l of the 
a c t u a l v i c t i m s c r y i n g out f o r j u s t i c e , b u t a l s o because o f h i s c o n c e r n w i t h 
r e g a r d t o p o t e n t i a l v i c t i m s i n the f u t u r e . I t was i m p o r t a n t t o pursue a 
c o n s i s t e n t p o l i c y of p r e v e n t i o n , f o r how c o u l d human r i g h t s norms be c r e d i b l e 
i f t h e i r v i o l a t o r s were n o t b r o u g h t to t r i a l ? 

56. Mr. JAZIC ( Y u g o s l a v i a ) s a i d t h a t any g l o b a l a p p r o a c h t o the q u e s t i o n o f 
the v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s and fu n d a m e n t a l freedoms i n any p a r t o f the 
w o r l d , under i t e m 12, must t a k e a c c o u n t of the c r i s i s i n h i s own c o u n t r y . 
D e s p i t e a l l i t s p r e s e n t d i f f i c u l t i e s , however, Y u g o s l a v i a remained f i r m l y 
committed t o the p r i n c i p l e s e n s h r i n e d i n the C h a r t e r o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s and 
i n the v a r i o u s i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s i n s t r i m i e n t s , as w e l l as t o the 
p r o c e s s l a u n c h e d i n the framework of the C o n f e r e n c e on S e c u r i t y and 
C o o p e r a t i o n i n Europe (CSCE). A l l human r i g h t s were i n t e r r e l a t e d and 
i n d i v i s i b l e - p r o g r e s s i n one domain, be i t p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l , 
c u l t u r a l o r o t h e r , must go hand i n hand w i t h p r o g r e s s i n a n o t h e r ; a l l c o u l d 
b e s t p r o s p e r i n a d e m o c r a t i c and p l u r a l i s t i c s o c i e t y and e n v i r o n m e n t . 
M o r e o v e r , t h e r e was an o v e r a l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n on the p a r t of 
i n d i v i d u a l S t a t e s , as w e l l as the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and i t s r e l e v a n t b o d i e s , t o 
f o s t e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n i n the f i e l d o f human r i g h t s , w h i c h i n c l u d e d 
the r i g h t s o f m i n o r i t i e s . 

57. He would n o t d w e l l on the c i r c u m s t a n c e s w h i c h had l e d t o the t r a g e d y i n 
Y u g o s l a v i a , b u t would m e r e l y c a l l a t t e n t i o n t o documents E/CN.4/1992/71-73, i n 
w h i c h the P r e s i d e n c y and the F e d e r a l Government had e l a b o r a t e d on the o r i g i n 
and some b a s i c a s p e c t s of the c r i s i s . What he w i s h e d t o h i g h l i g h t was the 
l e s s o n of e x p e r i e n c e t h a t t h e r e was a fu n d a m e n t a l c o n n e c t i o n between a 
c o u n t r y ' s o v e r a l l s t a b i l i t y and the maintenance o f a h i g h l e v e l o f r e s p e c t f o r 
the r i g h t s and freedoms of a l l i t s c i t i z e n s . When the b a l a n c e between the 
p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y and s e c u r i t y of a c o u n t r y , on the one hand, and the r i g h t s 
and freedoms of i t s c i t i z e n s , on the o t h e r , was u p s e t , chaos ensued, w i t h a l l 
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the human and m a t e r i a l d e v a s t a t i o n t h a t armed c o n f l i c t e n t a i l e d . A c e s s a t i o n 
of t h e f i g h t i n g was p e r c e i v e d i n Y u g o s l a v i a as the main p r e c o n d i t i o n f o r the 
quest f o r a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n t h r o u g h n e g o t i a t i o n s . W h i l e p o l i t i c a l peace 
and p r o s p e r i t y c o u l d n o t be m a i n t a i n e d , s t i l l l e s s promoted, w i t h o u t an 
adequate p r o m o t i o n o f himian r i g h t s and freedoms i n the s o c i a l domain, n o t even 
a minimum s t a n d a r d of human r i g h t s and freedoms c o u l d be m a i n t a i n e d w i t h o u t 
adequate e f f o r t t o s e c u r e p o l i t i c a l p eace, s e c u r i t y and s o c i a l consensus on 
fun d a m e n t a l development i s s u e s . 

58. L e g i t i m a t e c o n c e r n f o r human r i g h t s s h o u l d n o t , however, be m i s u s e d f o r 
o t h e r p o l i t i c a l p u r p o s e s o r s e r v e as a p r e t e x t f o r u n w a r r a n t e d f o r e i g n 
i n t e r f e r e n c e . I f the P r e s i d e n c y and F e d e r a l Government of Y u g o s l a v i a , 
a c k n o w l e d g i n g the d i f f i c u l t y of c o n t r o l l i n g n a t i o n a l and s o c i a l u p h e a v a l s w i t h 
i n d i g e n o u s r e s o u r c e s , had a c c e p t e d the m e d i a t i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s 
such as the European Community, CSCE and now the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , t h e y were 
f u l l y aware t h a t the s o l u t i o n t o the c r i s i s l a y p r i m a r i l y w i t h the p e o p l e s and 
r e p u b l i c s o f the c o u n t r y ; i t must s t i l l be hoped t h a t t h e y w o u l d a d d r e s s a l l 
the problems i n a p e a c e f u l and c o n s t r u c t i v e manner t h a t would n o t o n l y s a t i s f y 
the l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s o f a l l , b u t c o n t r i b u t e t o peace and s t a b i l i t y i n the 
r e g i o n and i n Europe as a whole. I n t h a t c o n n e c t i o n he w i s h e d t o p o i n t out 
t h a t the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was b e i n g c l a i m e d n o t o n l y by p e o p l e s who 
d i d n o t w i s h t o remain i n the Y u g o s l a v framework, b u t a l s o by o t h e r s who 
w i s h e d t o c o n t i n u e t o l i v e t o g e t h e r i n a common S t a t e . 

59. R e i t e r a t i n g Y u g o s l a v i a ' s f u n d a m e n t a l d e v o t i o n t o the b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s on 
w h i c h the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community was b a s e d , and i t s g r a t i t u d e f o r the c o n c e r n 
of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community w i t h i t s p r e s e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s , he s a i d t h a t 
w h i l e a g r e a t d e a l of h e l p b o t h from i n d i v i d u a l S t a t e s and from U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
b o d i e s must be acknowledged, he c o u l d n o t b u t c a l l a t t e n t i o n t o the f a n n i n g , 
beyond Y u g o s l a v i a ' s b o r d e r s , f o r p o l i t i c a l r e a s o n s and n o t a b l y w i t h the a i m o f 
e x p l o i t i n g t he c r i s i s f o r u n f r i e n d l y g o a l s and f o r e i g n i n t e r e s t s , o f 
n a t i o n a l i s t p a s s i o n s and h a t r e d s w i t h i n the c o u n t r y . Thus, w h i l e he 
a p p r e c i a t e d s t a t e m e n t s s u c h as t h o s e made on b e h a l f o f the European Community 
and by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s , w h i c h d e m o n s t r a t e d a genuine 
d e s i r e and c o n s t r u c t i v e commitment t o f i n d i n g a p e a c e f u l s o l u t i o n t o the 
c r i s i s , he c o u l d n o t re m a i n s i l e n t on the s u b j e c t o f the o n e - s i d e d and 
u n j u s t i f i e d comments and a l l e g a t i o n s made n o t a b l y by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
Hungary ( a c o u n t r y whose own r e c o r d h a r d l y e n t i t l e d i t t o c r i t i c i z e o t h e r s f o r 
t h e i r t r e a t m e n t o f m i n o r i t i e s ) , and by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f A u s t r i a , whose 
o n e - s i d e d a s s e r t i o n s and assessment o f p a s t e v e n t s was p a r t i c u l a r l y m i s p l a c e d 
a t a time when the armed c o n f l i c t had ceased and new e f f o r t s were under way 
f o r a j u s t and p e a c e f u l p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n o f the c r i s i s . Y u g o s l a v i a ' s 
n e i g h b o u r s s h o u l d endeavour t o h e l p by c r e a t i n g an atmosphere more c o n d u c i v e 
to t h a t g o a l . 

60. Mr. WIERUSZEWSKI ( O b s e r v e r f o r P o l a n d ) s a i d t h a t i t e m 12 had a p l a c e a t 
the v e r y h e a r t of the Commission's mandate t o d e a l w i t h v i o l a t i o n s of human 
r i g h t s and f u n d a m e n t a l freedoms wherever they o c c u r r e d . He h i m s e l f would add 
t h a t t h a t i n c l u d e d v i o l a t i o n s of a l l t y p e s w i t h o u t e x c e p t i o n and t h a t the 
e x a m i n a t i o n o f a s i t u a t i o n i n a g i v e n c o u n t r y s h o u l d n o t p r e v e n t i t from 
r e c e i v i n g a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s and t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e i n the f i e l d o f human 
r i g h t s . E c h o i n g the o p e n i n g s t a t e m e n t by the U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l f o r 
Human R i g h t s t h a t a w o r l d w i d e "human r i g h t s r e v o l u t i o n " was on the way. 
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s e v e r a l s p e a k e r s had r e f e r r e d t o s u b s t a n t i a l changes i n the s i t u a t i o n i n many 
p a r t s of the w o r l d . F o r t h e i r p a r t , the p e o p l e s o f E a s t e r n and C e n t r a l Europe 
were s e e k i n g new i n s t i t u t i o n a l arrangements t o match t h e i r t r a d i t i o n s and 
e x p e c t a t i o n s , and a l t h o u g h much remained t o be done, f o r e i g n o b s e r v e r s had 
a l r e a d y c o n f i r m e d t h a t g r e a t s t r i d e s had been made, w h i l e i t was no a c c i d e n t 
t h a t the p o p u l a r movement i n P o l a n d , w h i c h had e x e r c i s e d enormous a p p e a l among 
i t s n e i g h b o u r s , had been b o r n under the banner of S o l i d a r i t y , i n t h e d i r e c t , 
h u m a n i s t i c sense of t h a t word. 

61. I t would be i l l u s o r y t o m a i n t a i n t h a t the qu e s t f o r a new s y n t h e s i s 
between m a t e r i a l s a t i s f a c t i o n and m o r a l o b l i g a t i o n i n the s o - c a l l e d 
post-Communist c o u n t r i e s was a l r e a d y c o m p l e t e . Indeed, t h e r e were grounds f o r 
f e a r i n g t h a t the d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t a s s o c i a t e d w i t h p a i n f u l economic and s o c i a l 
i s s u e s m i ght d i s s i p a t e a g r e a t d e a l of the o r i g i n a l e n t h u s i a s m and c r e a t e a 
new t h r e a t t o the r e a l i z a t i o n of human r i g h t s s t a n d a r d s i n the form of 
a n t i - d e m o c r a t i c , p o p u l i s t r e g i m e s . Old s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e s had been 
d e s t a b i l i z e d , w h i l e the new ones were f r e q u e n t l y too weak f o r the c r e a t i o n o f 
new and s t a b l e s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s . F u r t h e r , g i v e n t h a t the r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
changes of the l a t e 1980s and e a r l y 1990s had been f o u g h t f o r above a l l i n the 
name of p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s and on the b a s i s of an uncompromising demand f o r f r e e 
e l e c t i o n s and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e government, i t was d i s c o n c e r t i n g t o o b s e r v e a 
c o n s t a n t d e c l i n e i n e l e c t o r a l t u r n - o u t , accompanied by a r a p i d d e c l i n e i n 
p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y , i n a l l the c o u n t r i e s o f the E a s t e r n and C e n t r a l European 
r e g i o n . I n d eed, t h a t was a p o t e n t i a l l y dangerous phenomenon. 

62. The t r a n s i t i o n from a t o t a l i t a r i a n t o a d e m o c r a t i c system was by no means 
a s i m p l e p r o g r e s s i o n ; and the removal of some causes o f hxjman r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s c o u l d , under c e r t a i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s , l e a d t o the c r e a t i o n o f new 
t h r e a t s o f a d i f f e r e n t c h a r a c t e r . E v e n t s i n Y u g o s l a v i a and i n d i f f e r e n t 
r e g i o n s of the f o r m e r S o v i e t U n i o n d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t the f o r m e r Communist 
c o u n t r i e s were n o t immune t o a s e r i o u s d e t e r i o r a t i o n of human r i g h t s 
s t a n d a r d s . That was why the c o n s t a n t m o n i t o r i n g of the s i t u a t i o n i n a l l 
c o u n t r i e s and a speedy r e s p o n s e t o emerging problems were of v i t a l i m p o r t a n c e . 

63. P o i n t i n g out t h a t the c e s s a t i o n and p r e v e n t i o n o f human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s 
s h o u l d be a p r i m a r y c o n c e r n , he s u b m i t t e d t h a t enforcement mechanisms s t i l l 
seemed f a r from a d e q u a t e , even i n s o c i e t i e s whose commitment t o human r i g h t s 
v a l u e s was beyond doubt. As p o i n t e d out by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
H i g h Commissioner f o r R e f u g e e s , v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s , c o u p l e d w i t h 
s e v e r e economic d e p r i v a t i o n , were p r o d u c i n g a d i s q u i e t i n g f l o w o f r e f u g e e s ; 
m assacres o f c i v i l i a n s , t o r t u r e , i n v o l u n t a r y d i s a p p e a r a n c e s , p o l i t i c a l 
p e r s e c u t i o n and v i o l e n c e , and i n t i m i d a t i o n were s t i l l d a i l y o c c u r r e n c e s i n a 
number of s o c i e t i e s . The P o l i s h d e l e g a t i o n would s u p p o r t a l l e f f o r t s t o 
improve the e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f the Commission's w o r k i n g methods, w h i c h i n c l u d e d 
the enhancement of p r e v e n t i v e mechanisms and the development of s t r o n g e r means 
of e n f o r c i n g human r i g h t s s t a n d a r d s . In t h a t c o n n e c t i o n , the e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
w i t h i n the CSCE p r o c e s s of a p r o c e d u r e f o r a s s i g n i n g m i s s i o n s o f r a p p o r t e u r s 
o r e x p e r t s c o n s t i t u t e d an e n c o u r a g i n g i n i t i a t i v e . The P o l i s h d e l e g a t i o n a l s o 
e n d o r s e d the A u s t r i a n p r o p o s a l whereby the Commission on Human R i g h t s would be 
endowed w i t h b e t t e r means of r e a c t i n g t o g r o s s and a c u t e v i o l a t i o n s of human 
r i g h t s . 
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64. Mr. ILICAK ( O b s e r v e r f o r T u r k e y ) s i n g l e d out as c a l l i n g f o r maximum 
e f f o r t s i n the quest f o r p e a c e f u l and e q u i t a b l e s o l u t i o n s the s i t u a t i o n i n 
Jammu and K a s h m i r , w h i c h he b e l i e v e d c o u l d be r e s o l v e d w i t h i n t h e framework of 
the r e l e v a n t U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s and the 1972 S i m l a Agreement. 

65. T u r n i n g t o the q u e s t i o n of C y p r u s , a c o n f l i c t of w h i c h the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community had had enough, he n o t e d w i t h r e g r e t t h a t i t seemed i m p o s s i b l e f o r 
Greece and the Greek C y p r i o t s t o r e f r a i n from d e c l a r a t i o n s and unfounded 
a l l e g a t i o n s t h a t p o i s o n e d the atmosphere. C o n t e s t i n g the r i g h t of the Greek 
C y p r i o t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the " R e p u b l i c of C y p r u s " to speak i n the name of the 
T u r k i s h C y p r i o t p o p u l a t i o n , w h i c h had been e x p e l l e d from the i s l a n d ' s 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , he s u b m i t t e d t h a t c o n t r a r y t o what was c o n v e n i e n t l y a l l e g e d by 
G r e e c e , the problem was more th a n 25, r a t h e r t h a n 17, y e a r s o l d . Between 
December 1963 and J u l y 1974, the T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s had endured u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
c r u e l t y , v i o l e n c e and o t h e r v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s a t the hands of the 
Greek C y p r i o t s , t h e m s e l v e s m o b i l i z e d by the Greek Government i n the name of a 
m i s g u i d e d , on o c c a s i o n murderous and d a n g e r o u s l y a m b i t i o u s H e l l e n i s m . A g a i n s t 
t h a t b a c k g r o u n d , T u r k e y ' s i n t e r v e n t i o n i n J u l y 1974, and the p r o c l a m a t i o n of 
the T u r k i s h R e p u b l i c of N o r t h e r n Cyprus i n 1983, must be d e s c r i b e d as n o t o n l y 
t i m e l y but n e c e s s a r y a c t i o n s , d e s i g n e d to p r o t e c t the T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s from 
f u r t h e r s u f f e r i n g , and f u r t h e r d e n i a l s of t h e i r r i g h t s . 

66. D e s p i t e p a s t and p r e s e n t d i f f i c u l t i e s , however, he was c o n v i n c e d t h a t a 
j u s t and h o n o u r a b l e s o l u t i o n was p o s s i b l e , p r o v i d e d t h a t t h e l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s 
and above a l l the s e c u r i t y of the T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s were e n s u r e d on a b a s i s of 
b i z o n a l i t y , b i c o m m u n a l i t y , p o l i t i c a l e q u a l i t y and e f f e c t i v e g u a r a n t e e s t o 
T urkey. M o r e o v e r , S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 649 (1990) of 12 March 1990, 
w h i c h a d d r e s s e d the two l e a d e r s i n Cyprus as e q u a l s , c a l l i n g on them t o r e a c h 
f r e e l y a s o l u t i o n on an e q u a l f o o t i n g and d e f i n i n g the a l r e a d y a g r e e d b a s i s of 
the s o l u t i o n as a bicommunal and b i z o n a l f e d e r a t i o n , c o n s t i t u t e d i n the 
T u r k i s h v i e w a h i s t o r i c o p p o r t u n i t y t h a t s h o u l d n o t be m i s s e d . Cyprus s h o u l d 
be c o n s i d e r e d as the common home o f the T u r k i s h and Greek C y p r i o t s , whose 
r e l a t i o n s h i p must be one of e q u a l s . Turkey p l e d g e d i t s c o n t i n u e d 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n s e e k i n g t o 
a c h i e v e the o b j e c t i v e s s e t out i n the r e s o l u t i o n t o w h i c h he had r e f e r r e d . I f 
a l l c o n c e r n e d a c t e d w i t h a sense of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , e s chewing v i o l e n t r h e t o r i c 
and j o i n i n g i n a s i n c e r e , a l b e i t p a i n f u l s o u l - s e a r c h i n g e x e r c i s e , p r o g r e s s 
towards a n e g o t i a t e d s e t t l e m e n t might w e l l become a r e a l i t y , and a j u s t and 
l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n of the Cyprus q u e s t i o n might be a c h i e v e d . 

67. Mr. CENKO ( O b s e r v e r f o r A l b a n i a ) s a i d t h a t s i n c e the s t a r t of the p r o c e s s 
of d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n i n h i s c o u n t r y a l m o s t two y e a r s p r e v i o u s l y , a l l p o l i t i c a l 
p r i s o n e r s had been f r e e d , and l e g i s l a t i v e and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e measures had been 
ta k e n t o promote and p r o t e c t the Ьглтап r i g h t s of a l l A l b a n i a n c i t i z e n s . The 
r e c e n t l e g i s l a t i o n was c o n t a i n e d i n the Law on C o n s t i t u t i o n a l P r i n c i p l e s and 
o t h e r t e x t s t h a t would remain i n f o r c e u n t i l the new c o n s t i t u t i o n was a d o p t e d . 

68. A l b a n i a was now a p a r l i a m e n t a r y r e p u b l i c i n w h i c h c o l l e c t i v e and 
i n d i v i d u a l human r i g h t s , p o l i t i c a l p l u r a l i s m , f r e e e l e c t i o n s and t h e 
independence of the j u d i c i a r y were g u a r a n t e e d . Laws g u a r a n t e e i n g economic 
freedom had been a d o p t e d , the e q u a l i t y of a l l forms of o w n e r s h i p a s s e r t e d , and 
the p r i v a t e s e c t o r s t r e n g t h e n e d . 
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69, Those f e a t u r e s formed the b a s i s f o r a c o n t i n u a t i o n of the p r o c e s s of 
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n and r e f o r m under the r u l e of law. The laws e n a c t e d by the 
f o r m e r regime had been r e p e a l e d , and new laws g u a r a n t e e d the e f f e c t i v e 
enjojmient of freedom of e x p r e s s i o n and o f w o r s h i p , a r t i s t i c f r e e d o m , and 
p o l i t i c a l f r eedoms, i n c l u d i n g freedom t o form p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s and t o h o l d p e a c e f u l p u b l i c d e m o n s t r a t i o n s . R a d i o , t e l e v i s i o n 
and the p r e s s had become more i n d e p e n d e n t of the Government, C i t i z e n s were 
f r e e t o e n t e r and l e a v e t h e c o u n t r y and t o choose t h e i r p l a c e of r e s i d e n c e . 

70, A r e f o r m o f the P e n a l Code was under way, and d e a t h s e n t e n c e s had been 
r e d u c e d t o a minimum. The r i g h t t o a d e f e n c e was a l s o g u a r a n t e e d , and a 
s ystem f o r r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and a s t a t u t e of l i m i t a t i o n s had been i n t r o d u c e d . 
Trade u n i o n s had been s e t up, and the r i g h t t o s t r i k e was e s t a b l i s h e d i n law, 

71, The r e a l i z a t i o n of Ьгяпап r i g h t s and f u n d a m e n t a l freedoms was g r e a t l y 
e n c o u r a g e d by the m o n i t o r i n g a c t i v i t i e s o f the S p e c i a l P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
Commission f o r the P r o t e c t i o n of Human R i g h t s and Fundajnental Freedoms of 
I n d i v i d u a l s and N a t i o n a l M i n o r i t i e s , of the Forum f o r the P r o t e c t i o n of Himian 
R i g h t s and Fundamental Freedoms, and of o t h e r n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s ; 
and by the p u b l i c a t i o n and d i s s e m i n a t i o n of the documents o f CSCE and o t h e r 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s . S i n c e 1990 the A l b a n i a n Government had been f u l l y 
c ommitted to r e s p e c t i n g a l l the o b l i g a t i o n s s e t f o r t h i n the CSCE documents, 
and t o c o o p e r a t i n g w i t h the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and CSCE on human r i g h t s i s s u e s . 
As w e l l as s i g n i n g o r r a t i f y i n g a number of i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s 
i n s t r u m e n t s , i t had r e c e n t l y c o n c l u d e d a c o o p e r a t i o n agreement w i t h the C e n t r e 
f o r Human R i g h t s . 

72, H i s d e l e g a t i o n was g r a t e f u l t o the d e l e g a t i o n s of t h e d e m o c r a t i c 
c o u n t r i e s f o r t h e i r h e l p f u l comments on the changes t a k i n g p l a c e i n A l b a n i a . 
However, one n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n seemed t o t a k e a r o m a n t i c 
n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y v i e w of t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s f a c i n g A l b a n i a ' s f l e d g l i n g 
democracy. He t h e r e f o r e w i s h e d t o a s s e r t t h a t A l b a n i a ' s new p o l i c y of 
a c c o r d i n g p r i o r i t y t o t h e p r o m o t i o n of human r i g h t s i n c l u d e d f u r t h e r a n c e of 
the r i g h t s of p e r s o n s b e l o n g i n g t o n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s . The p a t h t o democracy 
was f r a u g h t w i t h h a z a r d s and p i t f a l l s ; y e t d u r i n g the c u r r e n t p e r i o d of 
t r a n s i t i o n - and i n d e e d , even d u r i n g the p r e c e d i n g p e r i o d o f t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m -
n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s i n A l b a n i a had s h a r e d the f a t e , s u f f e r i n g s and p r i v a t i o n s 
of the r e s t of the A l b a n i a n p e o p l e . The new Law on C o n s t i t u t i o n a l P r o v i s i o n s 
g u a r a n t e e d m i n o r i t i e s the r i g h t t o e x p r e s s t h e m s e l v e s f r e e l y and t o promote 
t h e i r e t h n i c , c u l t u r a l , l i n g u i s t i c and r e l i g i o u s i d e n t i t y . I t a l s o g u a r a n t e e d 
them the r i g h t t o s e t up i n s t i t u t i o n s , o r g a n i z a t i o n s o r a s s o c i a t i o n s , t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e e f f e c t i v e l y i n p u b l i c a f f a i r s , and t o be r e p r e s e n t e d i n e x e c u t i v e 
and l e g i s l a t i v e o rgans i n c e n t r a l and l o c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , on an e q u a l 
f o o t i n g w i t h o t h e r c i t i z e n s , 

73, R e f e r r i n g i n c o n c l u s i o n t o the s t a t e m e n t made by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
Y u g o s l a v i a t h a t m o r n i n g , he s a i d t h a t a d v a n c i n g unfounded a l l e g a t i o n s was no 
way t o r e c t i f y t h e t r a g i c human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n of A l b a n i a n s i n Y u g o s l a v i a , 
the s e r i o u s n e s s o f w h i c h c o u l d c l e a r l y be seen from the r e p o r t s by the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s Department of S t a t e , H e l s i n k i Watch and n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s r e l a t i n g t o the y e a r 1991. 
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74. Mr. RUIZ y AVILA ( M e x i c o ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t of r e p l y 
c o n c e r n i n g the s t a t e m e n t made the p r e v i o u s day by t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
L a t i n A m e r i c a n F e d e r a t i o n of A s s o c i a t i o n s of R e l a t i v e s of D i s a p p e a r e d 
D e t a i n e e s , r e g r e t t e d t h e f a c t t h a t a n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h 
c r e d i t a b l e o b j e c t i v e s had a l l o w e d i r r e s p o n s i b l e p e r s o n s t o t a k e the f l o o r i n 
o r d e r t o p r e s e n t o u t d a t e d and unfounded i n f o r m a t i o n . F o r example, i t had been 
c l a i m e d t h a t t h e r e were more tha n 800 m i s s i n g p e r s o n s i n M e x i c o ; however, the 
N a t i o n a l Commission f o r Human R i g h t s (CNDH) and the programme f o r a l l e g e d 
m i s s i n g p e r s o n s had t r a c e d 40 of t h o s e p e r s o n s , who had been f o u n d a l i v e and 
w e l l , and l i v i n g i n freedom. H i s d e l e g a t i o n a l s o r e j e c t e d the c l a i m t h a t 
a c t i v i s t s i n o p p o s i t i o n p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s had been murdered i n r e c e n t 
y e a r s . P o l i t i c a l m o t i v a t i o n c o u l d be the o n l y e x p l a n a t i o n f o r s u c h 
a l l e g a t i o n s , w h i c h , had t h e y been t r u e , would have p r o v o k e d n a t i o n w i d e 
i n d i g n a t i o n . 

75. W i t h r e g a r d t o t o r t u r e , the few i s o l a t e d c a s e s r e p o r t e d had been 
i n v e s t i g a t e d , and t h o s e r e s p o n s i b l e p u n i s h e d . S i n c e i t s e s t a b l i s h m e n t i n 
June 1990, the CNDH had t a k e n c r i m i n a l p r o c e e d i n g s a g a i n s t 64 p u b l i c 
o f f i c i a l s , 13 of whom had been a c c u s e d of t o r t u r e . The a d o p t i o n and s t r i c t 
a p p l i c a t i o n of a new law on t o r t u r e had s i g n i f i c a n t l y r e d u c e d t h e nimiber of 
c a s e s s u b m i t t e d t o the CNDH. The r e p o r t by Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l t o w h i c h 
r e f e r e n c e had been made had been s a t i s f a c t o r i l y a c c o u n t e d f o r by the M e x i c a n 
a u t h o r i t i e s . As f o r the case of Mr. M a r t i n e z S o r i a n o , he was s t a n d i n g t r i a l 
f o r the c r i m e s of i l l i c i t a s s o c i a t i o n and h o m i c i d e . A l l M e x i c a n n a t i o n a l s had 
a c c e s s t o l e g a l remedies and the competent a u t h o r i t i e s t o d e a l w i t h 
i n f r i n g e m e n t s of t h e i r r i g h t s . The CNDH had g a i n e d the r e s p e c t and c o n f i d e n c e 
of s o c i e t y , and the Commission had been f u l l y i n f o r m e d of i t s a c t i v i t i e s . 

76. Mr. KHOURY ( S y r i a n Arab R e p u b l i c ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e of t h e r i g h t of 
r e p l y , r e f e r r e d t o the c o n c e r n e x p r e s s e d by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of Canada and 
the R u s s i a n F e d e r a t i o n r e g a r d i n g the hviman r i g h t s of s o - c a l l e d " r e l i g i o u s 
m i n o r i t i e s " i n S y r i a . He w i s h e d t o r e i t e r a t e t h a t a l l a l l e g a t i o n s o f 
v i o l a t i o n s of r e l i g i o u s freedoms were w i t h o u t f o u n d a t i o n , as was made c l e a r i n 
a document on the q u e s t i o n d i s t r i b u t e d by h i s d e l e g a t i o n . 

77. P o l i t i c a l awareness i n h i s c o u n t r y was among the h i g h e s t i n the w o r l d . 
The same c o u l d n o t be s a i d f o r o t h e r s o - c a l l e d d e m o c r a c i e s , i n w h i c h o n l y a 
few t h o u s a n d out of m i l l i o n s of c i t i z e n s showed p o l i t i c a l a w a r e n e s s . S y r i a 
had no need of a d v i c e from o t h e r s ; f o r democracy and p o l i t i c a l p l u r a l i s m were 
d e e p l y r o o t e d i n i t s s y stem. Some c o u n t r i e s t r i e d t o s e t t h e m s e l v e s up as the 
a r b i t e r s of human r i g h t s i n the w o r l d , c o n f e r r i n g upon t h e m s e l v e s the m i s s i o n 
of d i s s e m i n a t i n g " u n i v e r s a l " s t a n d a r d s . Thus, i f S y r i a n s w i s h e d t o r e t a i n the 
r i g h t t o adhere t o t r a d i t i o n a l customs, t h e y were a c c u s e d of p e r p e t u a t i n g 
u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t . I f , however, t h e y c a l l e d f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n t o 
e n a b l e them t o b u i l d a s o l i d economy, t h e y were t o l d t h a t t h a t was an i n t e r n a l 
a f f a i r i n w h i c h the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community d i d n o t w i s h t o meddle. H i s 
c o u n t r y ' s development had o f t e n been hampered i n the p a s t by f o r e i g n 
i n t e r v e n t i o n of t h a t s o r t . 

78. Mr. HOURORO ( O b s e r v e r f o r M o r o c c o ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t of 
r e p l y , s a i d t h a t the b i a s of some non - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s a g a i n s t 
Morocco was p a r t i c u l a r l y a p p a r e n t from the a l l e g a t i o n s made by the 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the Movement a g a i n s t Racism and f o r F r i e n d s h i p among P e o p l e s . 
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H i s d e l e g a t i o n w i s h e d to r e i t e r a t e t h a t no p e r s o n s from W e s t e r n Sahara had 
gone m i s s i n g i n Morocco. Indeed, p e r s o n s r e p o r t e d m i s s i n g had s i n c e been 
d i s c o v e r e d i n P o l i s a r i o - c o n t r o l l e d camps, where t h e y were b e i n g h e l d i n 
a t r o c i o u s c o n d i t i o n s . H i s d e l e g a t i o n had e v i d e n c e o f d i s a p p e a r a n c e s , 
d e t e n t i o n s and t o r t u r e p e r p e t r a t e d by the p r e s e n t P o l i s a r i o l e a d e r s i n tho s e 
camps, w h i c h no non - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n had d a r e d t o denounce. That 
e v i d e n c e was s e t f o r t h i n a document t h a t was a v a i l a b l e t o members of the 
Commission. 

79. Mr. FERNANDEZ (C u b a ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t o f r e p l y , s a i d i t 
was r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Japan had seen f i t t o r e f e r t o the 
" l a c k o f c o o p e r a t i o n " of the Cuban Government w i t h the s o - c a l l e d S p e c i a l 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e on the hioman r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Cuba. That remark was a l l the 
more c u r i o u s i n t h a t he had p r e v i o u s l y d e p l o r e d t h e s e l e c t i v e and 
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y c h a r a c t e r o f some of the Commission's r e s o l u t i o n s . He w i s h e d 
to make i t c l e a r t h a t Cuba r e g a r d e d r e s o l u t i o n 1991/68, and the mandate i t 
c o n f e r r e d on the S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , as m o r a l l y and p o l i t i c a l l y i n v o l v e d , 
s i n c e i t had been a d o p t e d under p r e s s u r e from the U n i t e d S t a t e s . H i s 
Government w o u l d n o t c o o p e r a t e w i t h any r a p p o r t e u r a p p o i n t e d w i t h t h a t mandate 
under s u c h c i r c u m s t a n c e s . On the o t h e r hand, i t would c o n t i n u e t o c o o p e r a t e 
w i t h the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and the Commission i n the framework of the p r o c e d u r e s 
and mechanisms e s t a b l i s h e d by Member S t a t e s as a w h o l e . In t h e t o t a l o f 
48 r e p l i e s i t had s u b m i t t e d t o r a p p o r t e u r s , w o r k i n g groups and the C e n t r e f o r 
Human R i g h t s o v e r the p a s t two y e a r s , Cuba had s a t i s f a c t o r i l y r e f u t e d a l l the 
f a l s e a l l e g a t i o n s made. The S e c r e t a r i a t was i n p o s s e s s i o n o f the 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n on the m a t t e r , and h i s d e l e g a t i o n w o u l d be p l e a s e d t o make t h a t 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n a v a i l a b l e t o the d e l e g a t i o n of J a p a n . 

80. Mr. MARKIDES ( C y p r u s ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t o f r e p l y , s a i d 
t h a t he had been amazed t o hear the o b s e r v e r f o r T u r k e y , say t h a t the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had had enough of the Cyprus p r o b l e m . I n a c t u a l f a c t , 
i t was the p e o p l e o f Cyprus who had had enough o f g r o s s v i o l a t i o n s o f t h e i r 
human r i g h t s by T u r k e y . As t o the a l l e g a t i o n t h a t the T u r k i s h i n v a s i o n had 
been i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and w i t h the t r e a t y o f g u a r a n t e e , a 
p r i n c i p a l aim of t h a t t r e a t y had been t o g u a r a n t e e t h a t the i s l a n d would n o t 
be p a r t i t i o n e d , whereas the aim of the i n v a s i o n had been t o s e c u r e s u c h a 
p a r t i t i o n i n g . In t h a t r e g a r d , he r e f e r r e d the o b s e r v e r f o r Tu r k e y t o the 
50 mandatory r e s o l u t i o n s o f the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l on the q u e s t i o n . He had been 
g l a d t o h e a r the o b s e r v e r speak of T u r k e y ' s r e a d i n e s s t o s u p p o r t the e f f o r t s 
of t he S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , b u t s o r r y t h a t the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s l a t e s t 
c o n t a c t s w i t h the T u r k i s h s i d e had a p p a r e n t l y been i n c o n c l u s i v e . As t o the 
p s e u d o - S t a t e and the "two p e o p l e s " t o w h i c h he had r e f e r r e d , t h o s e r e f e r e n c e s 
were a contemptuous r e j e c t i o n of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s . The 
a l l e g a t i o n s of o p p r e s s i o n of T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s had been r e f u t e d time and 
a g a i n . T u r k e y , a c o u n t r y t h a t was under c o n s t a n t s c r u t i n y by the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community f o r i t s human r i g h t s r e c o r d , t h a t had been found 
r e s p o n s i b l e by the European Commission of Human R i g h t s f o r c o n t i n u e d , m a s s i v e 
and g r o s s v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n C y p r u s , t h a t had d e c l i n e d t o make a 
j o i n t a p p l i c a t i o n t o the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o u r t o f J u s t i c e , s h o u l d pause b e f o r e 
u n j u s t l y a c c u s i n g o t h e r s . The d e c i s i o n of the European Commission of Human 
R i g h t s o f 8 Oc t o b e r 1991, o b j e c t i v e l y c o n f i r m e d t h a t T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s were 
o p p r e s s e d by the o c c u p a t i o n r e g i m e , w h i c h d e n i e d them c o n t a c t s w i t h Greek 
C y p r i o t s ; r e c o n f i r m e d t h a t p a r t of the i s l a n d was under m i l i t a r y o c c u p a t i o n by 
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Tu r k e y ; and a g a i n r e c o g n i z e d Cyprus as a u n i t a r y S t a t e . Was Tu r k e y a t l o n g 
l a s t w i l l i n g t o a c c e p t the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s , o r would i t c o n t i n u e 
t o i g n o r e them? 

81. Mr. ILICAK ( O b s e r v e r f o r T u r k e y ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e of t h e r i g h t of 
r e p l y , s a i d t h a t the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the Greek C y p r i o t s had t r i e d 
d e l i b e r a t e l y t o d i v e r t a t t e n t i o n from the i s s u e t h a t l a y a t the r o o t o f the 
Cyprus q u e s t i o n , namely, the v e r y s u r v i v a l o f the T u r k i s h C y p r i o t p e o p l e on 
the i s l a n d , and t h e i r most f u n d a m e n t a l human r i g h t , t he r i g h t t o l i f e i t s e l f . 
D u r i n g a speech made i n the v i l l a g e of P a n a y i a on 4 September 1962, 
A r c h b i s h o p M a k a r i o s had d e c l a r e d t h a t e x p u l s i o n of the T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s from 
t h e i r homeland was a n a t i o n a l o b j e c t i v e o f the Greek C y p r i o t s . A l l 
c o n c e i v a b l e methods were t o be u t i l i z e d t o a c h i e v e t h a t o b j e c t i v e , i n c l u d i n g 
the w h o l e s a l e k i l l i n g of the T u r k i s h C y p r i o t p o p u l a t i o n . That was what l a y a t 
the c o r e o f the s e c u r i t y c o n c e r n s o f the T u r k i s h C y p r i o t p e o p l e . F u r t h e r m o r e , 
he reminded members of the Commission t h a t the e n o s i s r e s o l u t i o n a d o p t e d by 
the Greek C y p r i o t House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s on 26 June 1967, d e c l a r i n g t h a t the 
s t r u g g l e t o u n i t e an u n d i v i d e d Cyprus w i t h Greece w o u l d n o t be suspended, had 
n e v e r been r e p e a l e d and remained i n f o r c e t o the p r e s e n t day. 

The m e e t i n g r o s e a t 9.10 p.m 




