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The m e e t i n g was c a l l e d t o o r d e r a t 3.15 p.m. 

QUESTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF ALL PERSONS SUBJECTED TO ANY FORM OF DETENTION 
OR PUNISHMENT, IN PARTICULAR: 

(a ) TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT 

(b) STATUS OF THE CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR 
DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT 

( c ) QUESTION OF ENFORCED OR INVOLUNTARY DISAPPEARANCES 

(d) QUESTION OF A DRAFT OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE 
AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT (agenda 
i t e m 10) ( c o n t i n u e d ) (E/CN.4/1992/13-16, 17 and A d d . l , 18 and C o r r . 1 and 
Add. 1, 1 9 / R e v , l , 20, 62-63; E/CN.4/1992/NGO/4 and NGO/9; E/CN.4/1991/17; 
E/CN.4/1991/20 and A d d . l ; E/CN.4/1991/NG0/22; E/CN.4/Sub.2/1991/9, 26, 
2 8 / R e v . l , 29, 30 and Add„l-4; A/46/46, 618 and C o r r . 1, 703; A/Res/46/110) 

1. Mr. BALIAN (Human R i g h t s A d v o c a t e s ) s a i d t h a t , d e s p i t e a u n i v e r s a l 
r e v u l s i o n a g a i n s t t o r t u r e and d e s p i t e the пгш1Ьег of i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s 
p r o h i b i t i n g , i t was s t i l l u s ed i n a l a r g e number of c o u n t r i e s , as e v i d e n c e d by 
the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r on t o r t u r e i n h i s r e p o r t (E/CN.4/1992/17). 

2. H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n was p a r t i c u l a r l y c o n c e r n e d about the s i t u a t i o n i n 
Bhutan, where t h e r e had been an upsurge o f a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t s , d e t e n t i o n s , 
t o r t u r e and d e a t h s o f p o l i t i c a l opponents i n c u s t o d y . Bhutanese r e f u g e e s i n 
N e p a l had a t t e s t e d t o bad c o n d i t i o n s of d e t e n t i o n , as w e l l as t o i l l - t r e a t m e n t 
and t o r t u r e . D i s a p p e a r a n c e s from p l a c e s of d e t e n t i o n had a l s o been r e p o r t e d . 

3. D e t e n t i o n c o n d i t i o n s i n T i b e t were a l s o a m a t t e r o f c o n c e r n . The 
S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r and a number of non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s had p r o v i d e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g c a s e s o f t o r t u r e , a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t s and summary 
e x e c u t i o n s o f T i b e t a n s . Human R i g h t s A d v o c a t e s c o n t i n u e d t o r e c e i v e 
i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t d e t a i n e e s were s y s t e m a t i c a l l y t o r t u r e d and a l a r g e nximber of 
them had r e q u i r e d t o be h o s p i t a l i z e d a f t e r t h e i r r e l e a s e from p r i s o n . A 
number had d i e d as a r e s u l t o f abuse. 

4. The human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Tu r k e y was a l s o a m a t t e r o f c o n c e r n . 
A l t h o u g h T u r k e y had r a t i f i e d t he i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s a g a i n s t t o r t u r e and 
i t s C o n s t i t u t i o n p r o h i b i t e d the p r a c t i c e , p r i s o n e r s c o n t i n u e d t o be t o r t u r e d 
w h i l e b e i n g h e l d incommunicado i n s e c r e t p l a c e s o f d e t e n t i o n and were on 
o c c a s i o n s u m m a r i l y e x e c u t e d . A c c o r d i n g t o r e l i a b l e s o u r c e s , 90 p e r c e n t o f 
p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s and 50 p e r c e n t o f c r i m i n a l s were s u b j e c t e d t o v a r i o u s 
forms o f t o r t u r e . Human r i g h t s a c t i v i s t s who d a r e d t o expose s u c h 
m i s t r e a t m e n t were i n t u r n d e t a i n e d and t o r t u r e d . The S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r 
l i s t e d a v a r i e t y o f the p h y s i c a l t o r t u r e s i n f l i c t e d and r e p o r t e d t h a t 
d e t a i n e e s ' c h i l d r e n were o f t e n f o r c e d t o l i s t e n t o the a c t u a l t o r t u r e . 
A l t h o u g h some a l l e g a t i o n s o f t o r t u r e had been i n v e s t i g a t e d by the T u r k i s h 
a u t h o r i t i e s , p r o s e c u t i o n o f a l l e g e d p e r p e t r a t o r s o f t o r t u r e had been s p o r a d i c 
and the ones found g u i l t y had t r a d i t i o n a l l y r e c e i v e d l i g h t s e n t e n c e s . L i m i t e d 
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r e f o r m s t h a t c o u l d c o n t r i b u t e t o fewer abuses had n o t been e f f e c t i v e l y 
i mplemented. I n a d d i t i o n , t he T u r k i s h Government had i g n o r e d recommendations 
to p r e v e n t t o r t u r e , s u c h as the p r e s e n c e o f an a t t o r n e y d u r i n g q u e s t i o n i n g and 
b a n n i n g t h e use i n c o u r t o f c o n f e s s i o n s o b t a i n e d under t o r t u r e . 

5. Human R i g h t s A d v o c a t e s was c o n v i n c e d t h a t the d r a f t o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l t o 
the C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e would r e p r e s e n t a major s t e p towards the 
e f f e c t i v e p r e v e n t i o n o f t o r t u r e and t h e r e f o r e u r g e d t h e Commission t o c o n s i d e r 
the d r a f t o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l as a p r i o r i t y i t e m . 

6. The f o r c e d r e p a t r i a t i o n o f Vi e t n a m e s e a s y l u m s e e k e r s from d e t e n t i o n 
c e n t r e s i n Hong Kong had been resumed i n v i o l a t i o n o f the w o r l d p l a n o f a c t i o n 
a p p r o v e d by t h e P r e p a r a t o r y Committee of t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e on 
In d o - C h i n e s e R e f u g e e s . Those f o r c i b l y r e p a t r i a t e d were i n danger of human 
r i g h t s abuses when t h e y r e a c h e d V i e t Nam, L i k e w i s e the U n i t e d S t a t e s , 
on 3 F e b r u a r y , had resumed the r e p a t r i a t i o n o f a s y l u m s e e k e r s who f a i l e d t o 
prove t h e i r r e f u g e e s t a t u s . The p r o c e d u r e used was open t o c r i t i c i s m , f o r 
asylum s e e k e r s l a c k e d e s s e n t i a l s a f e g u a r d s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t he r i g h t t o l e g a l 
c o u n s e l and e f f e c t i v e r e v i e w p r o c e d u r e s f o r ca s e s d e n i e d i n t h e f i r s t 
i n s t a n c e . M o r e o v e r , s i n c e the coup d ' e t a t i n H a i t i on 30 September 1991, 
s e v e r a l n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s had r e p o r t e d s e r i o u s human r i g h t s 
abuses and v i o l e n c e by t h e s e c u r i t y f o r c e s . A c c o r d i n g t o r e p a t r i a t e d H a i t i a n s 
who had r e t u r n e d t o the U n i t e d S t a t e s f o r the second t i m e t o seek a s y l u m , 
t h o s e who had been f o r c i b l y r e p a t r i a t e d t o H a i t i r i s k e d v i o l a t i o n s o f t h e i r 
b a s i c r i g h t s . I n v i e w o f the s i t u a t i o n , the U n i t e d S t a t e s s h o u l d e x t e n d t o 
H a i t i a n s the p r o v i s i o n s o f the i m m i g r a t i o n laws whereby " t e m p o r a r y p r o t e c t e d 
s t a t u s " was g r a n t e d t o p e o p l e whose r e t u r n t o t h e c o u n t r y o f o r i g i n m i ght 
p r e s e n t a danger. 

7. Mr. EGUIGUREN (Andean Commission of J u r i s t s ) s a i d he w i s h e d f i r s t t o pay 
t r i b u t e t o t h e Commission and t o the Working Group on E n f o r c e d o r I n v o l u n t a r y 
D i s a p p e a r a n c e s on t h e i r work, w h i c h had g e n e r a t e d an awareness o f the problem 
i n t he i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. The i s s u e o f e n f o r c e d o r i n v o l u n t a r y 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s was e v e r - p r e s e n t , b u t i t tended t o o c c u r i n the c o n t e x t o f 
i n t e r n a l armed c o n f l i c t . S t a t e s used f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s as an 
a n t i - s u b v e r s i o n s t r a t e g y , thus v i o l a t i n g Ьгдтап r i g h t s and u n d e r m i n i n g the 
p r i n c i p l e o f the r u l e o f law. 

8. I n C h i l e , t h e T r u t h and R e c o n c i l i a t i o n Commission had been e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
o r d e r t o docгlment Ьгшап r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s d u r i n g the 17 y e a r s o f m i l i t a r y 
d i c t a t o r s h i p and t o recommend measures t o p r e v e n t new v i o l a t i o n s . In i t s 
F e b r u a r y 1991 r e p o r t , the Commission had l i s t e d 2,115 ca s e s o f Ьгдтап r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s and 957 c a s e s o f d i s a p p e a r a n c e s . I n C o l o m b i a and P e r u , two S t a t e s 
w i t h a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l regime t h a t were s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t e d by i n t e r n a l 
p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l v i o l e n c e , f u r t h e r c a s e s of f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s had been 
r e p o r t e d i n 1991. D e s p i t e some r e c e n t p r o g r e s s , C o l o m b i a was s t i l l cause f o r 
c o n c e r n . The Ьгдтап r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n was c r i t i c a l . A c c o r d i n g t o the Wor k i n g 
Group, 20 p e r s o n s were r e p o r t e d t o have d i s a p p e a r e d i n 1991; o t h e r hiunan 
r i g h t s o r g a n i z a t i o n s had r e p o r t e d even h i g h e r numbers. The d i s a p p e a r a n c e s had 
been made e a s i e r by the e x i s t i n g l e g a l framework and i n p a r t i c u l a r by the 
Defence o f Democracy Law o r the A n t i - T e r r o r i s t Law, as w e l l as by the Defence 
of J u s t i c e Law, w h i c h d i d n o t c l e a r l y d e f i n e the c o n d i t i o n s r e l a t i n g t o a r r e s t 
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and d e t e n t i o n and r e s t r i c t e d habeas c o r p u s . The s i t u a t i o n i n P e r u was e q u a l l y 
w o r r y i n g . The S h i n i n g P a t h armed group was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r many c r i m e s and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r the d e a t h s o f many p e a s a n t s , p o p u l a r l e a d e r s and o f f i c i a l s as 
w e l l as of members o f the armed f o r c e s and t h e p o l i c e . Most c a s e s o f f o r c e d 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s , however, c o u l d be a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e s e c u r i t y f o r c e s . 
A c c o r d i n g t o the Working Group, t h e r e had been 231 c a s e s o f f o r c e d 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s i n 1990 and 117 i n 1991. In a d d i t i o n , 2,042 c a s e s had y e t t o 
be s o l v e d . The s l i g h t i n c r e a s e i n f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s i n 1991 was the 
r e s u l t o f p r e s s u r e from f o u r committees of the U n i t e d S t a t e s Congress w h i c h 
had d e c i d e d t o suspend b i l a t e r a l a i d because o f the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n 
P e r u . The Andean Commission of J u r i s t s c o n s i d e r e d t h a t , i n o r d e r t o put an 
end t o f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s , i t was e s s e n t i a l f o r the r u l e o f law t o be 
r e a f f i r m e d , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n c o u n t r i e s where t h e r e was i n t e r n a l armed c o n f l i c t . 

9. The pro b l e m o f f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s was l i n k e d t o t h a t o f a r b i t r a r y 
a r r e s t s . The Andean Commission of J u r i s t s c o n s i d e r e d t h a t t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
of the Wor k i n g Group on A r b i t r a r y D e t e n t i o n under Commission 
r e s o l u t i o n 1991/42 as a v e r y i m p o r t a n t s t e p i n t h e r i g h t d i r e c t i o n . Freedom 
of the i n d i v i d u a l was a r i g h t r e c o g n i z e d i n the c o n s t i t u t i o n s o f a l l t h e 
c o u n t r i e s o f the Andean r e g i o n , y e t i t was w o r r y i n g t o see t h a t t h a t r i g h t was 
f l a g r a n t l y and r e p e a t e d l y v i o l a t e d by i n d i v i d u a l s o r g r o u p s . To put a s t o p t o 
a r b i t r a r y d e t e n t i o n s and i n v o l u n t a r y d i s a p p e a r a n c e s i t was i m p e r a t i v e t o 
ens u r e t h a t p r o t e c t i v e mechanisms s u c h as habeas c o r p u s were o p e r a t i v e . 
However as the Working Group had p o i n t e d out many t i m e s , habeas c o r p u s was 
r a r e l y used and o f t e n i n e f f i c i e n t because o f the l i m i t a t i o n s imposed by norms 
and l e g a l p r o c e d u r e s and the r e f u s a l o f the j u d i c i a l a u t h o r i t i e s t o p l a y t h e i r 
r o l e i n s a f e g u a r d i n g human r i g h t s . 

10. H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a t t a c h e d g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n on 
the p r o t e c t i o n o f a l l p e r s o n s from e n f o r c e d o r i n v o l u n t a r y d i s a p p e a r a n c e s , 
w h i c h w o u l d n o t o n l y p r o h i b i t t h o s e p r a c t i c e s b u t woul d p l a c e an o b l i g a t i o n on 
S t a t e s t o t a k e e f f e c t i v e s t e p s t o p r e v e n t o r s t o p them and t o i n v e s t i g a t e and 
p u n i s h t h o s e r e s p o n s i b l e . He hoped t h a t the t e x t o f the d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n 
would be ap p r o v e d by the Commission, the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l and the 
G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y . 

11. M r s . COOK (Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l ) s a i d she would l i k e f i r s t t o r e i t e r a t e 
Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l ' s s u p p o r t f o r the d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n on the p r o t e c t i o n o f 
a l l p e r s o n s from e n f o r c e d o r i n v o l u n t a r y d i s a p p e a r e n c e s . Amnesty 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l a s s o c i a t e d i t s e l f f u l l y w i t h the remarks made by t h e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission of J u r i s t s and s t r o n g l y u r g e d 
the Commission t o adopt the d e c l a r a t i o n and t r a n s m i t i t t o t h e h i g h e r organs 
of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s . 

12. The d r a f t o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l t o the C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e a l s o 
m e r i t e d c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n . I t was no l o n g e r s u f f i c i e n t t o r e a c t t o 
r e p o r t s o f s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n s w h i c h had a l r e a d y o c c u r r e d : i t was time t o 
p r e v e n t them. Two t e c h n i q u e s c o u l d be employed: f a c t - f i n d i n g , t o i d e n t i f y 
p r a c t i c e s w h i c h made i t e a s i e r t o commit human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s , and the 
i n i t i a t i o n o f d i a l o g u e w i t h Governments t o d i s c u s s r e m e d i a l measures. F o r 
more tha n a decade, a number of Governments, n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
and U n i t e d N a t i o n s human r i g h t s b o d i e s had s u p p o r t e d t h e i d e a t h a t 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s p e c t i o n o f p l a c e s o f d e t e n t i o n would be a p a r t i c u l a r l y 
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e f f e c t i v e way t o combat t o r t u r e . Too o f t e n , Governments d i d n o t f u l f i l t h e i r 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n s i n t h a t r e g a r d . The t a s k o f the committee o f 
e x p e r t s e n v i s a g e d i n t h e d r a f t p r o t o c o l would be t o make s u r e t h a t a l l S t a t e s 
o b s e r v e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l r u l e s a g a i n s t t o r t u r e by v i s i t i n g p r i s o n s i n o r d e r t o 
o b s e r v e f o r t h e m s e l v e s the c o n d i t i o n s of d e t e n t i o n and p a r t i c u l a r p r a c t i c e s 
t h a t m i ght encourage t o r t u r e and i l l - t r e a t m e n t and t o c o l l e c t i n f o r m a t i o n 
w h i c h Governments t h e m s e l v e s o f t e n l a c k e d even when t h e y had the p o l i t i c a l 
w i l l t o i n s t i t u t e r e f o r m . The e x p e r t s would e n t e r i n t o a d i a l o g u e w i t h 
Governments and make p r a c t i c a l s u g g e s t i o n s f o r a p p r o p r i a t e a c t i o n . Such a 
system w o u l d complement e x i s t i n g mechanisms. 

13. There were many c o u n t r i e s where c o n c r e t e measures c o u l d be v e r y 
e f f e c t i v e . I n I n d i a , f o r example, t o r t u r e was w i d e s p r e a d p a r t i c u l a r l y by the 
p o l i c e i n the s t a t e o f Punjab and by the army and p a r a m i l i t a r y f o r c e s i n the 
s t a t e o f Jammu-and-Kashmir. I n Assam, p e r s i s t e n t r e p o r t s o f rape had l e d 
to a c o u r t o r d e r p r o h i b i t i n g s o l d i e r s from t a k i n g women to army camps f o r 
q u e s t i o n i n g . I n T u r k e y , a l t h o u g h the Government had e x p r e s s e d i t s 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o end t o r t u r e , t he law p e r m i t t e d d e t e n t i o n f o r up t o 15 o r 
even 30 d a y s . D e t a i n e e s were u s u a l l y h e l d incommunicado, thus making i t 
e a s i e r t o use t o r t u r e as a m a t t e r o f r o u t i n e . Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l hoped 
t h a t t he Government wou l d u r g e n t l y adopt r e f o r m s , i n c l u d i n g a u t h o r i z a t i o n f o r 
l a w y e r s t o be p r e s e n t d u r i n g i n t e r r o g a t i o n and e n s u r i n g t h a t d e t a i n e e s were 
b r o u g h t p r o m p t l y b e f o r e t h e c o u r t . In E g y p t , p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s were h e l d 
incommunicado and t o r t u r e d and might n o t appear b e f o r e a c o u r t f o r a t l e a s t 
30 d a y s . S y r i a s h o u l d t a k e u r g e n t measures t o r e f o r m a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t e n t i o n 
p r o v i s i o n s and end the p r a c t i c e o f i n d e f i n i t e c u s t o d y incommunicado, so as t o 
reduce the number of c a s e s o f t o r t u r e . I n C h i n a , t o r t u r e o f p o l i t i c a l 
d e t a i n e e s had i n c r e a s e d . The Government had n o t adop t e d any measures t o 
p r e v e n t p r i s o n e r s from b e i n g h e l d incommunicado b e f o r e t r i a l o r t o s t o p the 
use o f t o r t u r e t o o b t a i n c o n f e s s i o n s . A g r e a t many T i b e t a n s h e l d f o r 
s u s p e c t e d i n v o l v e m e n t i n s u p p o r t f o r T i b e t a n independence were r e p o r t e d t o 
have been t o r t u r e d . I n I r a n , p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s c o n t i n u e d t o be p h y s i c a l l y 
and p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y t o r t u r e d b o t h i n p r e - t r i a l d e t e n t i o n and a f t e r 
c o n v i c t i o n . I n Sudan, p o l i t i c a l opponents c o n t i n u e d t o be a r b i t r a r i l y 
a r r e s t e d and t o r t u r e d i n s e c r e t d e t e n t i o n c e n t r e s where t h e y were h e l d w i t h o u t 
charge o r t r i a l . L a s t l y , i n some c o u n t r i e s , s u c h as M e x i c o , t o r t u r e was used 
even though i t was p r o h i b i t e d by law and the Government had e x p r e s s e d an 
i n t e n t i o n t o end t h e p r a c t i c e . 

14. Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l was aware t h a t the Commission had r e p e a t e d l y 
p o s t p o n e d c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f the d r a f t o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l i n o r d e r t o t a k e i n t o 
a c c o u n t t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f the European Committee f o r the P r e v e n t i o n o f T o r t u r e 
c r e a t e d by the C o u n c i l o f Europe. The Committee had been f u n c t i o n i n g f o r 
two y e a r s . I t s w o r k i n g p r a c t i c e s c o u l d s e r v e as a model f o r a u n i v e r s a l 
s ystem. M o r e o v e r , the t e x t o f the d r a f t o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l a v o i d e d p o s s i b l e 
d u p l i c a t i o n w i t h r e g i o n a l s y s t e m s . T o r t u r e was a u n i v e r s a l p r o b l e m demanding 
a u n i v e r s a l r e s p o n s e . The a d o p t i o n o f the d r a f t o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l would 
d e m o n s t r a t e the d e t e r m i n a t i o n of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o e r a d i c a t e t he 
pro b l e m . I t was f o r t h a t r e a s o n t h a t Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l u r g e d the 
Commission t o s e t up a w o r k i n g group t o examine the d r a f t o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l 
and b e g i n the d i s c u s s i o n w h i c h would l e a d t o a t e x t f o r a d o p t i o n . 
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15. Mr. GROSSE ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n of Human R i g h t s ) welcomed the f i r s t 
r e p o r t s u b m i t t e d t o the Commission by the Working Group on A r b i t r a r y D e t e n t i o n 
(E/CN.4/1992/20) and emphasized the v a l u e o f the d i a l o g u e between t h e Working 
Group and the Governments t o w h i c h i t had s u b m i t t e d c a s e s ; i t was, f o r 
example, w o r t h y of n o t e t h a t the S y r i a n Arab R e p u b l i c had r e p l i e d t o the 
W o r k i n g Group's r e q u e s t f o r i n f o r m a t i o n . H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n and i t s a f f i l i a t e , 
t he Committee f o r the Defence of D e m o c r a t i c Freedoms and Human R i g h t s i n S y r i a 
n e v e r t h e l e s s c o n t i n u e d t o be c o n c e r n e d about the many r e p o r t s o f a r b i t r a r y 
d e t e n t i o n , s y s t e m a t i c use of t o r t u r e and c a s e s of d i s a p p e a r a n c e s i n t h a t 
c o u n t r y . 

16. M i s s i o n s o r " v i s i t s " r e p r e s e n t e d a n o t h e r form of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o o p e r a t i o n w h i c h h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n r e g a r d e d as u s e f u l . I n t h a t c o n n e c t i o n i t 
welcomed the e x c e l l e n t r e p o r t of the Working Group on E n f o r c e d o r I n v o l u n t a r y 
D i s a p p e a r a n c e s a f t e r i t s v i s i t t o S r i Lanka (E/CN.4/1992/18 and A d d . l ) , and 
the r e p o r t f o l l o w i n g the v i s i t of the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r on t o r t u r e t o 
I n d o n e s i a and E a s t Timor (E/CN.4/1992/17/Add.l). W i t h r e f e r e n c e t o t h e 
P h i l i p p i n e s , a number of recommendations s u b m i t t e d t o the Government f o l l o w i n g 
the 1990 v i s i t by two members of the Working Group on E n f o r c e d o r I n v o l u n t a r y 
D i s a p p e a r a n c e s and by the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r on t o r t u r e (E/CN.4/1991/20/Add.1), 
had had p o s i t i v e r e s u l t s . N e v e r t h e l e s s h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n and i t s a f f i l i a t e , 
t he P h i l i p p i n e A l l i a n c e of Lawyers f o r Human R i g h t s , were of the v i e w t h a t 
t h e r e was s t i l l a l o n g way t o go b e f o r e the recommendations were f u l l y 
i mplemented. 

17. The i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of recommendations t o Governments under s p e c i a l 
p r o c e d u r e s was j u s t as i m p o r t a n t as the v i s i t s w h i c h , i n many c a s e s , had 
i n s p i r e d t h e recommendations. I n o r d e r t o m o n i t o r the f o l l o w - u p t o the 
recommendations, the Commission c o u l d i n c l u d e i n i t s agenda an i t e m 
s p e c i f i c a l l y on t h a t i s s u e . 

18. As t o the independence of the j u d i c i a r y and the p r o t e c t i o n of l a w y e r s , 
the c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n i n Guatemala was d i s t u r b i n g . T o g e t h e r w i t h i t s 
a f f i l i a t e , the Guatemalan Human R i g h t s Commission, h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had f o r 
some y e a r s p a s t r e p o r t e d t o the Commission on the c o n t i n u i n g o b s t a c l e s t o the 
r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t of e f f e c t i v e r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s i n Guatemala. 

19. L a s t l y , the Commission-had b e f o r e i t a d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n on the 
p r o t e c t i o n of a l l p e r s o n s from e n f o r c e d o r i n v o l u n t a r y d i s a p p e a r a n c e s . 
A d o p t i o n of the d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n would u n d o u b t e d l y p r o v i d e an e f f e c t i v e 
g u a r a n t e e . A t the same time t h e Commission s h o u l d t a k e a p o s i t i o n on the 
d r a f t o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l t o the C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e . The I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
F e d e r a t i o n of Hvrnian R i g h t s s u p p o r t e d the d r a f t , as i t had a l r e a d y made c l e a r 
i n a w r i t t e n s t a t e m e n t c i r c u l a t e d as document E/CN.4/1991/NG0/22. 

20. Mr. MEJIA (Wo r l d O r g a n i z a t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e ) s a i d t h a t i n the 
p a s t 14 months h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had l e a r n e d o f c a s e s o f a r b i t r a r y d e t e n t i o n , 
t o r t u r e o r f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s i n a t l e a s t 43 c o u n t r i e s , t h e m a j o r i t y of 
w h i c h were p a r t i e s t o one o r o t h e r of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r r e g i o n a l 
i n s t r u m e n t s p r o h i b i t i n g s u c h p r a c t i c e s . A d m i t t e d l y , p o l i t i c a l v i o l e n c e was 
w i d e s p r e a d i n some of t h o s e c o u n t r i e s b u t t h a t s i t u a t i o n had been used as a 
p r e t e x t f o r r e p r e s s i v e measures and, i n the m a j o r i t y o f c a s e s , t h e v i c t i m s 
were c i v i l i a n s t o whom such p o l i t i c a l v i o l e n c e c o u l d n o t be a s c r i b e d ; i n 
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g e n e r a l , s u c h a c t i o n s were p e r p e t r a t e d a g a i n s t members o r l e a d e r s of 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s o r s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l o r p r o f e s s i o n a l groups o r a s s o c i a t i o n s f o r 
the d e f e n c e of human r i g h t s . 

21. The s i t u a t i o n i n c e r t a i n c o u n t r i e s was o f s p e c i a l c o n c e r n . In Rwanda, 
about a y e a r ago t h e r e had been a number of s e r i o u s i n c i d e n t s i n v o l v i n g f o r c e d 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s , a r b i t r a r y d e t e n t i o n s , i l l - t r e a t m e n t and t o r t u r e o f thousands 
of p e r s o n s . I n H a i t i , f o l l o w i n g the coup d'état of September 1991, h i s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n had l e a r n e d of many ca s e s of a r b i t r a r y d e t e n t i o n , i l l - t r e a t m e n t 
and s y s t e m a t i c t o r t u r e and some i n s t a n c e s of f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s . The 
r e a c t i o n of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, w h i c h had been marked by unanimous 
condemnation and t h e a d o p t i o n of s a n c t i o n s i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r t h o s e e v e n t s , now 
seemed t o be l e s s s h a r p . 

22. I n C o l o m b i a , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g peace hopes f o l l o w i n g the p r o m u l g a t i o n o f a 
new C o n s t i t u t i o n , the d e m o b i l i z a t i o n of g u e r r i l l a f o r c e s and the s u r r e n d e r by 
n o t o r i o u s d r u g t r a f f i c k e r s had been f o l l o w e d by v i o l e n c e and e x t o r t i o n 
p e r p e t r a t e d by S t a t e s e r v i c e s and p a r a m i l i t a r y g r o u p s . I n 1991, h i s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n had been o b l i g e d t o i n t e r v e n e i n 197 c a s e s of a r b i t r a r y 
d e t e n t i o n , a l m o s t a l l accompanied by i l l - t r e a t m e n t o r t o r t u r e . The f a c t t h a t 
v i o l e n c e took a number of forms i n C o l o m b i a e x p l a i n e d the r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l 
number o f c a s e s o f d e t e n t i o n . A c c o r d i n g t o some s o u r c e s , i n the f i r s t n i n e 
months of 1991 an e s t i m a t e d 2,895 p e r s o n s had d i e d f o r p o l i t i c a l r e a s o n s . In 
G uatemala, h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had h e a r d of more th a n 115 f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s , 
283 c a s e s o f a r b i t r a r y d e t e n t i o n and c o u n t l e s s c a s e s of i l l - t r e a t m e n t and 
t o r t u r e . The t o t a l immunity of the p e r p e t r a t o r s of t h o s e c r i m e s was a l l t o o 
w e l l known. There seemed t o be no chance t h a t the s i t u a t i o n would improve 
when i t was common knowledge t h a t the i n d i v i d u a l s i m p l i c a t e d i n s e r i o u s 
v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s o c c u p i e d i m p o r t a n t p o s i t i o n s . The p r o m i s e s by the 
Guatemalan a u t h o r i t i e s w h i c h had u n d e r t a k e n t o g u a r a n t e e r e s p e c t f o r human 
r i g h t s and t o put an end t o the i m p u n i t y e n j o y e d by the p e r p e t r a t o r s o f t h o s e 
a c t s , had l e d t o the s u s p e n s i o n o f the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r ' s mandate. H i s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n had a l r e a d y e x p r e s s e d r e s e r v a t i o n s about t h a t d e c i s i o n , w h i c h 
s h o u l d n o t be implemented u n t i l i t was c l e a r t h a t t h o s e p r o m i s e s would n o t be 
a c t e d upon. In P e r u , between March and November 1991, h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had 
been c o m p e l l e d t o i n t e r c e d e i n a t l e a s t 143 c a s e s of d e t e n t i o n accompanied by 
i l l - t r e a t m e n t o r h a r s h t o r t u r e . I t was w o r r y i n g t h a t the m i l i t a r y and 
s e c u r i t y f o r c e s tended t o use the v i o l e n c e and t e r r o r i s m i n P e r u as a p r e t e x t 
f o r a c t s o f r e p r e s s i o n a g a i n s t the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n . 

23. I n T i b e t , a l t h o u g h a number of p e r s o n s had been f r e e d s i n c e the e v e n t s 
o f 1988, hundreds o f o t h e r s were s t i l l i n d e t e n t i o n . The s y s t e m a t i c use o f 
t o r t u r e o r i l l - t r e a t m e n t was p a r t i c u l a r d i s t u r b i n g . I n the p a s t 12 months h i s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n had i n t e r c e d e d i n 61 c a s e s o f a r b i t r a r y d e t e n t i o n i n v a r i a b l y 
accompanied by v i o l e n c e . I n E a s t T i m o r , w h i c h had been o c c u p i e d s i n c e 1975 by 
I n d o n e s i a , h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had i n t e r c e d e d i n 25 c a s e s of a r b i t r a r y d e t e n t i o n 
accompanied by i l l - t r e a t m e n t o r t o r t u r e . I n E g y p t , the W o r l d O r g a n i z a t i o n 
a g a i n s t T o r t u r e had had t o i n t e r c e d e i n 38 c a s e s o f d e t e n t i o n o f w e l l - k n o w n 
human r i g h t s a c t i v i s t s , p o l i t i c a l opponents and d e m o n s t r a t o r s a g a i n s t the G u l f 
war. A l l t h o s e a r r e s t s had been accompanied by i l l - t r e a t m e n t and s e r i o u s 
t o r t u r e . As t o B a h r a i n , h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had r e c e i v e d s i m i l a r r e p o r t s about 
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the a r b i t r a r y d e t e n t i o n and t o r t u r e o f p o l i t i c a l o p ponents. I n Sudan, h i s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n had i n t e r c e d e d i n 98 c a s e s of a r b i t r a r y d e t e n t i o n , and a t 
l e a s t 22 of the p e r s o n s i n v o l v e d had been h e l d incommunicado. 

24. I n M e x i c o , h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had i n t e r c e d e d i n s i x c a s e s o f d e t e n t i o n 
accompanied by i l l - t r e a t m e n t and t o r t u r e . I n some r e g i o n s p e r s o n s from the 
i n d i g e n o u s communities and p e a s a n t s were s t i l l v i c t i m s of a r b i t r a r y d e t e n t i o n . 
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h o s e p r a c t i c e s c o u l d i n g e n e r a l be a t t r i b u t e d t o the 
p o l i c e , e s p e c i a l l y the f e d e r a l j u d i c i a l p o l i c e . S o u r c e s i n V e n e z u e l a had 
r e p o r t e d t h a t , d u r i n g September and O c t o b e r 1991, t h e r e had been 446 c a s e s of 
d e g r a d i n g o r inhuman t r e a t m e n t d u r i n g d e t e n t i o n . There had a l s o been r e p o r t s 
of 17 c a s e s of s e r i o u s t o r t u r e . 

25. H i s b r i e f simunary s h o u l d n o t i m p l y t h a t the himian r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n 
o t h e r c o u n t r i e s was more e n c o u r a g i n g . The W o r l d O r g a n i z a t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e 
c o n s i d e r e d t h a t i t was of the g r e a t e s t i m p o r t a n c e t o s t r e n g t h e n e x i s t i n g 
r e g u l a t i o n and m o n i t o r i n g mechanisms. I t s u p p o r t e d the a d o p t i o n o f the d r a f t 
d e c l a r a t i o n on f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s and the a d o p t i o n of the o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l 
to t he C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e . 

26. M r s . NUNEZ (Commission f o r the Defense o f Human R i g h t s i n C e n t r a l 
A m e r i c a ) s a i d i t was p u b l i c knowledge t h a t s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s 
were s t i l l b e i n g committed i n a number of C e n t r a l A m e r i c a n c o u n t r i e s . W h i l e 
a r b i t r a r y d e t e n t i o n and f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s o c c u r r e d o c c a s i o n a l l y i n some of 
t h o s e c o u n t r i e s , t h e y were s y s t e m a t i c i n o t h e r s , s u c h as Guatemala and 
E l S a l v a d o r . In r e c e n t y e a r s the s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l r e a l i t i e s o f t h o s e two 
c o u n t r i e s had been marked by the sway o f the m i l i t a r y o v e r c i v i l i a n s o c i e t y , a 
phenomenon t h a t had p e r p e t u a t e d r e p r e s s i v e i n s t i t u t i o n s . The v i c t i m s were 
al w a y s men o r women who, because t h e y b e l o n g e d t o groups o r o r g a n i z a t i o n s of a 
s o c i a l c h a r a c t e r o r because t h e i r i d e a s q u e s t i o n e d the e s t a b l i s h e d s o c i a l 
o r d e r , were r e g a r d e d by t h e m i l i t a r y as h a r m f u l t o n a t i o n a l s t a b i l i t y and 
harmony. 

27. The number of v i c t i m s of f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s i n C e n t r a l A m e r i c a was 
s t i l l d i s t u r b i n g l y h i g h : i n E l S a l v a d o r , i n 1991, the n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
Нглтап R i g h t s Commission had r e p o r t e d 663 i l l e g a l a r r e s t s , 78 f o r c e d 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s and 619 c a s e s of a r b i t r a r y d e t e n t i o n , o f t e n accompanied by 
t o r t u r e . I n Guatemala, the.Human R i g h t s Commission had r e p o r t e d 83 c a s e s of 
d e t e n t i o n o r d i s a p p e a r a n c e s and 778 e x e c u t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g 87 who had been 
t o r t u r e d b e f o r e h a n d . F o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s were v i r t u a l l y a t r a d i t i o n i n the 
r e g i o n . From 1980 t o 1989, f o r example, 142 p e r s o n s had d i s a p p e a r e d i n 
Honduras. 

28. M o r e o v e r , t h r o u g h o u t C e n t r a l A m e r i c a , the system f o r t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
of j u s t i c e f a c e d a number of p r o b l e m s : l a c k of f i n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s , and the 
j u d i c i a r y ' s l o s s of independence. An i n e f f e c t i v e remedy of habeas c o r p u s 
r e s o u r c e i n the v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s s h o u l d a l s o be emphasized. The i m p u n i t y 
e n j o y e d by t h e p e r p e t r a t o r s of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s was an o b s t a c l e t o the 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n p r o c e s s under way i n C e n t r a l A m e r i c a and she t h e r e f o r e u r g e d 
the Commission to pay s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n t o the s i t u a t i o n i n the c o u n t r i e s she 
had m e n t i o n e d . 
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29. Mr. CUSTODIO ( S e r v i c e , Peace and J u s t i c e i n L a t i n A m e r i c a ) s a i d the 
S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r r i g h t l y n o t e d i n h i s r e p o r t (E/CN.4/1992/17) t h a t , 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g d e c l a r a t i o n s and i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a n d a r d s condemning t o r t u r e , 
i t was s t i l l b e i n g used w i t h i m p u n i t y . I n L a t i n A m e r i c a , f o r example, where 
15 c o u n t r i e s had s i g n e d the C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e and O t h e r C r u e l , 
Inhuman o r D e g r a d i n g T r e a t m e n t , and 11 o f them had r a t i f i e d i t , s y s t e m a t i c use 
of t o r t u r e had been r e p o r t e d i n a t l e a s t f i v e of t h o s e S t a t e s . T o r t u r e was 
employed as a t o o l f o r i n v e s t i g a t i o n and i n t e r r o g a t i o n and the g u i l t y e n j o y e d 
v i r t u a l l y c o m p l ete i m p u n i t y because the a u t h o r i t i e s n e v e r t o o k a c t i o n . An 
o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l t o t h e C o n v e n t i o n was t h e r e f o r e w h o l l y d e s i r a b l e so as t o 
p r e v e n t s u c h a s c o u r g e . 

30. F o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s took p l a c e v i r t u a l l y the whole w o r l d o v e r . In 1991 
a l o n e , t h e W o r k i n g Group had r e c e i v e d c o m p l a i n t s about 17,000 i n d i v i d u a l c a s e s 
of d i s a p p e a r a n c e s . The Governments c o n c e r n e d had t a k e n r e f u g e b e h i n d the l a c k 
of e v i d e n c e i n the a c t u a l p e r s o n s of the v i c t i m s so as t o c o v e r up the c r i m e . 
Exhumations i n a number of L a t i n A m e r i c a n c o u n t r i e s had none the l e s s 
e s t a b l i s h e d beyond a doubt the g u i l t o f members of the s e c u r i t y f o r c e s when 
the i d e n t i t i e s o f the b o d i e s c o i n c i d e d w i t h t h o s e of p e r s o n s presumed t o have 
been t h e v i c t i m s o f a d i s a p p e a r a n c e . Some c o u n t r i e s d i d n o t even r e c o g n i z e 
the r i g h t o f the f a m i l y t o r e c o v e r the b o d i e s of r e l a t i v e s . I n o t h e r s , s u c h 
as Guatemala, w i t n e s s e s and e x p e r t s i n v o l v e d i n the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n p r o c e s s , 
were the v i c t i m s of p e r s e c u t i o n and even d e a t h t h r e a t s by the S t a t e s e c u r i t y 
f o r c e s . I n c o u n t r i e s where the f a m i l y was a l l o w e d t o r e c o g n i z e v i c t i m s who 
had been b u r i e d i n s e c r e t c e m e t e r i e s , the S t a t e d i d n o t mete out j u s t i c e and 
i t l e t the g u i l t y go u n p u n i s h e d , e i t h e r by an amnesty, an a c t of g r a c e o r some 
o t h e r method. 

31. P o v e r t y and d e s t i t u t i o n a g g r a v a t e d by the p i t i l e s s a p p l i c a t i o n o f 
s t r u c t u r a l a d j u s t m e n t p l a n s i n the L a t i n A m e r i c a n economies had produced a 
wave of s o c i a l v i o l e n c e w h i c h had a c t e d as a p r e t e x t f o r the a u t h o r i t i e s t o 
j u s t i f y abuses s u c h as a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t s and d e t e n t i o n s . The s i t u a t i o n was 
even more s e r i o u s i n the case of c o u n t r i e s w h i c h , l i k e A r g e n t i n a and C o l o m b i a , 
used the c o u r t s o r some l e g i s l a t i v e means t o p l a c e r e s t r i c t i o n s on t h e 
g u a r a n t e e a f f o r d e d by habeas c o r p u s . The e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e W o r k i n g Group 
on A r b i t r a r y D e t e n t i o n must t h e r e f o r e be welcomed i n the hope t h a t i t would 
d e v e l o p e f f e c t i v e measures f o r p r o t e c t i o n of the freedom of the i n d i v i d u a l . 

32. The independence of the j u d i c i a r y was an e s s e n t i a l f a c t o r i n p r o t e c t i n g 
human r i g h t s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , however, the j u d i c i a r y was f r e q u e n t l y s u b j e c t e d 
to m a n i p u l a t i o n and r e s t r i c t i o n s w h i c h harmed i t s autonomy and t h e r e f o r e 
the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of j u s t i c e . I n a r e p u b l i c a n d e m o c r a t i c government, 
the i ndependence of the j u d i c i a r y depended f i r s t on n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e i n the 
a p p o i n t m e n t o f j u d g e s . Any m a n i p u l a t i o n by the E x e c u t i v e o r the l e g i s l a t u r e 
t h e r e f o r e r e p r e s e n t e d a t h r e a t . More s e r i o u s s t i l l was the s i t u a t i o n i n , 
f o r example, Honduras and o t h e r L a t i n A m e r i c a n c o u n t r i e s , where members of 
the armed f o r c e s who committed v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s were j u d g e d by 
m i l i t a r y c o u r t s w h i c h p r o t e c t e d them from o r d i n a r y j u s t i c e and g u a r a n t e e d 
t h e i r i m p u n i t y . A t r u l y i n d e p e n d e n t j u d i c i a r y would u n d o u b t e d l y be an 
e f f e c t i v e means o f combating s u c h a p r a c t i c e . I m p u n i t y was p r e c i s e l y one of 
the o b s t a c l e s w h i c h s t o o d i n the way o f the p e o p l e s o f L a t i n A m e r i c a i n t h e i r 
s t r u g g l e f o r democracy. I m p u n i t y , as a s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l phenomenon, went 
beyond the absence o f any punishment f o r p e r s o n s who v i o l a t e d htiman r i g h t s . 
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I t was g r a n t e d t o a p r i v i l e g e d s e c t o r o f s o c i e t y , and i t was matched by an 
e x c e s s i v e l y r i g o r o u s a p p l i c a t i o n o f the law t o the d i s a d v a n t a g e d masses. 
H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n t h e r e f o r e warmly welcomed t h e i n i t i a t i v e t a k e n by t h e 
Sub-Commission on P r e v e n t i o n o f D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n o f M i n o r i t i e s 
w h i c h had asked f o r a s t u d y on the i s s u e o f i m p u n i t y . 

33. A t the p r e s e n t s e s s i o n the Commission s h o u l d t a k e up t h e i s s u e o f 
i m p u n i t y i n c e r t a i n S t a t e s , c o n t r a r y t o t h e i r i n t e r n a t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n s , 
t o t he i m p r e s c r i p t i b i l i t y o f u n p u n i s h e d c r i m e s and t o the r e t r o a c t i v i t y o f 
r u l e s p r o h i b i t i n g i m p u n i t y . I t s h o u l d approve the d r a f t d e c l a r a t i o n on the 
p r o t e c t i o n o f a l l p e r s o n s a g a i n s t e n f o r c e d o r i n v o l u n t a r y d i s a p p e a r a n c e s and 
resume work on the p r e p a r a t i o n o f a t r e a t y i n s t r u m e n t on the c r i m e o f e n f o r c e d 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e . L a s t l y , t he i s s u e s h o u l d f i g u r e p r o m i n e n t l y i n the agenda of 
the W o r l d C o n f e r e n c e on Human R i g h t s t o be h e l d i n B e r l i n i n 1993. 

34. Mr. ZUÑIGA ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f E d u c a t o r s f o r W o r l d Peace) s a i d 
t h a t , e v e r y y e a r s i n c e 1987, Cuban p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s n e w l y r e l e a s e d from 
p r i s o n had appe a r e d b e f o r e t h e Commission t o t e s t i f y t o t h e h o r r o r s t h e y had 
e x p e r i e n c e d . He h i m s e l f had passed a l m o s t h a l f o f h i s l i f e i n Cuban p r i s o n s , 
where he had been b e a t e n and s u b j e c t e d t o t o r t u r e and t o inhuman and d e g r a d i n g 
t r e a t m e n t and i n 1988 had t o l d h i s s t o r y d i r e c t t o members of the Commission 
on Нглтап R i g h t s , i n the p r e s e n c e o f the a u t h o r i t i e s , i n the Combinado d e l E s t e 
p r i s o n i n Havana. Those p r a c t i c e s c o n t i n u e d i n Cuba and t h e r e was no r e a s o n , 
i f n o t h i n g p r a c t i c a l was done, f o r them e v e r t o s t o p . The many c o m p l a i n t s 
from p e r s o n s h e l d i n Cuban p r i s o n s l e f t no doubt about the s y s t e m a t i c and 
p e r n i c i o u s c h a r a c t e r o f the i l l - t r e a t m e n t meted o u t t o p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s . 

35. In the a r s e n a l o f c r u e l t r e a t m e n t o f e v e r y k i n d employed by the Cuban 
re g i m e , s p e c i a l m e n t i o n must be made of abuses of a p s y c h i a t r i c n a t u r e . 
In e v e r y p s y c h i a t r i c h o s p i t a l a s p e c i a l ward was s e t a s i d e so t h a t the S t a t e 
s e c u r i t y s e r v i c e s and the M i n i s t r y o f the I n t e r i o r c o u l d m e n t a l l y c r u s h 
p o l i t i c a l o p ponents. Such abuses had been d e s c r i b e d i n a book c o n t a i n i n g the 
t e s t i m o n y o f the v i c t i m s , t he r e s u l t i n g c o m p l a i n t s were a l s o i n c l u d e d i n the 
r e p o r t o f a human r i g h t s o r g a n i z a t i o n named "Asopazco", w h i c h had been f i l e d 
w i t h the Commission S e c r e t a r i a t . 

36. D i s a p p e a r a n c e s , some o f w h i c h had been r e p o r t e d t o the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , were o t h e r i n s t a n c e s o f the s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n s o f 
hximan r i g h t s s y s t e m a t i c a l l y p e r p e t r a t e d i n Cuba. But e v e r y y e a r thousands 
of Cubans had a l s o d i s a p p e a r e d i n t o the w a t e r s o f the G u l f o f M e x i c o d u r i n g 
a t t e m p t s t o f l e e from the i s l a n d and i t s i g n o m i n i o u s d i s c r i m i n a t o r y regime. 
The c a t a l o g u e o f human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s by t h e Cuban regime i n c l u d e d the 
" c a p t i v e v i l l a g e " s ystem ( p u e b l o s c a u t i v o s ) on w h i c h the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n o f E d u c a t o r s f o r W o r l d Peace would be s u b m i t t i n g a r e p o r t t o 
the Commission i n the n e a r f u t u r e . The v i l l a g e s h e l d , f o r an a v e r a g e o f 
t h r e e y e a r s and o f t e n w i t h o u t c h a r g e o r t r i a l , p e a s a n t s who, a c c o r d i n g t o 
the t e s t i m o n y o f one of them, were f o r c e d t o b u i l d t h e v i l l a g e i n w h i c h t h e y 
were k e p t c a p t i v e . The u n f o r t u n a t e s had committed the o n l y c r i m e o f n o t b e i n g 
i n sympathy w i t h the Cuban " r e v o l u t i o n " . 

37. L a s t l y , Cuba was a c o u n t r y w h i c h used the d e a t h p e n a l t y as a p o l i t i c a l 
d e t e r r e n t . A c t u a l l y , under the Cuban P e n a l Code, t h e g r e a t m a j o r i t y o f the 
c r i m e s i n v o l v i n g t he d e a t h p e n a l t y were of a p o l i t i c a l c h a r a c t e r . The C a s t r o 
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regime had s h o t thousands o f p e o p l e and had sometimes even b r o a d c a s t t h e event 
on t e l e v i s i o n . By v i r t u e o f A c t No. 988 of 1961, the d e a t h p e n a l t y c o u l d 
be a p p l i e d w i t h i n 48 hours t o p e r s o n s a r r e s t e d f o r o f f e n c e s c l a s s e d as 
" c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y " , p a r t i c u l a r l y when the p e r s o n s were g u e r r i l l a s . 
S e v e r a l young p e o p l e were a w a i t i n g the f i r i n g squad; Eduardo D i a z B e t a n c o u r t 
had been s h o t a few days ago t o the i n d i g n a t i o n o f the p u b l i c . The s o r r y 
r e a l i t y e x p e r i e n c e d by the Cuban p e o p l e r e q u i r e d t h e Commission t o t a k e a 
f i r m p o s i t i o n : o n l y a r e s o l u t i o n condemning the C a s t r o regime seemed c a p a b l e 
of s t o p p i n g i t s c r i m i n a l p r a c t i c e s . 

38. Mrs. SCHULLER (Commission of the Churches on I n t e r n a t i o n a l A f f a i r s 
of the W o r l d C o u n c i l of C h u r c h e s ) s a i d t h a t , y e t a g a i n , she w i s h e d t o draw 
the a t t e n t i o n of t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o a c o u n t r y w i t h the c r u e l l e s t 
p o l i t i c a l v i o l e n c e i n the whole of t h e A m e r i c a s , namely P e r u . I n O c t o b e r 1991, 
i n a f o l l o w - u p t o a v i s i t the p r e v i o u s y e a r by an i n t e r n a t i o n a l e c u m e n i c a l 
c o m m i s s i o n , the W o r l d C o u n c i l of Churches had s e n t a m i s s i o n t o P e r u i n o r d e r 
t o mark i t s s o l i d a r i t y w i t h the P e r u v i a n Church and w i t h a l l who defended 
human r i g h t s . A f u r t h e r purpose had been t o pursue a d i a l o g u e w i t h the 
a u t h o r i t i e s on himian r i g h t s i n P e r u and t o j u d g e the e x t e n t t o w h i c h t h e 
s i t u a t i o n had grown b e t t e r o r worse d u r i n g the p r e v i o u s y e a r . I n i t s r e p o r t , 
the commission had r e a c h e d the c o n c l u s i o n t h a t , s i n c e O c t o b e r 1990 the g e n e r a l 
s i t u a t i o n i n P e r u had c o n t i n u e d t o d e t e r i o r a t e . The e s c a l a t i o n of p o l i t i c a l 
v i o l e n c e had l e d t o a c o n f r o n t a t i o n between the i n s u r g e n t g r o u p s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
S h i n i n g P a t h , and the P e r u v i a n s e c u r i t y f o r c e s . A g a i n s t t h a t b a c k g r o u n d , 
the l i s t o f e x t r a - j u d i c i a l e x e c u t i o n s , m a s s a c r e s , t o r t u r e and f o r c e d 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s p e r p e t r a t e d by the s e c u r i t y f o r c e s had grown s t e a d i l y l o n g e r . 

39. On 3 November 1991, a few y a r d s from t h e N a t i o n a l C o n g r e s s , 17 p e r s o n s , 
i n c l u d i n g a n i n e - y e a r o l d c h i l d , had been k i l l e d i n c o l d b l o o d by a d e a t h 
squad d u r i n g a h o l i d a y . The p l a c e where the i n c i d e n t had o c c u r r e d was 
50 y a r d s from an o f f i c e o f t h e i n t e l l i g e n c e s e r v i c e s . The c r i m e remained 
u n p u n i s h e d . A Senate commission of i n q u i r y had been a p p o i n t e d a f t e r a s e n a t o r 
had produced c o n f i d e n t i a l i n t e l l i g e n c e s e r v i c e documents from w h i c h i t was 
a p p a r e n t t h a t the scene of t h e c r i m e had been under s u r v e i l l a n c e . Some weeks 
l a t e r , i n L e g i s l a t i v e Decree No. 733, the E x e c u t i v e had d e c l a r e d t h a t any 
p e r s o n d i v u l g i n g c o n f i d e n t i a l i n t e l l i g e n c e s e r v i c e documents w o u l d be 
i m p r i s o n e d . The пгяпЬег of dead whose k i l l e r s had n e v e r been i d e n t i f i e d had 
r e a c h e d 270 i n 1991, o r 36 p e r c e n t more th a n i n 1990. P e r s o n s g u i l t y o f 
human r i g h t s abuses e n j o y e d f l a g r a n t i m p u n i t y . W h i l e some members of the 
p o l i c e had been t r i e d , no member of t h e P e r u v i a n armed f o r c e s had been 
s e n t e n c e d by an o r d i n a r y c o u r t f o r v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s . Members of 
the armed f o r c e s were j u d g e d by m i l i t a r y c o u r t s whose d e c i s i o n s were n o t 
d i s c l o s e d , and hence a d e m o c r a t i c check c o u l d n o t be k e p t on them. 

40. There was o n l y one e x p l a n a t i o n f o r s u c h a s i t u a t i o n : the a u t h o r i t i e s , 
w h i c h f o r many y e a r s p a s t had t o l e r a t e d v e r y s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n s o f htmian 
r i g h t s , had no p o l i t i c a l w i l l w h a t s o e v e r t o c r e a t e a c l i m a t e c o n d u c i v e t o 
peace. That was c l e a r i f one b o r e i n mind t h a t , i n the f i r s t e i g h t months 
of 1991 an a v e r a g e of one d e t a i n e e a day had d i s a p p e a r e d , a r a t e w h i c h had 
slowed t o one d i s a p p e a r a n c e e v e r y t h r e e d a y s , o n l y i n t h e p a s t f o u r months 
as a consequence o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r e s s u r e e x e r t e d i n the s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t 
drugs i n the c o u n t r i e s o f the A m e r i c a s . On the day he had t a k e n o f f i c e , the 
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P r e s i d e n t o f the R e p u b l i c had p r o m i s e d t o a p p o i n t a p r e s i d e n t i a l c o m m i s s i o n e r 
f o r peace apd human r i g h t s and l a t e r t o c r e a t e a p r e s i d e n t i a l c ommission f o r 
the p r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s . Twenty months l a t e r , n o t h i n g had been done. 

41. None of the f a c t s d e s c r i b e d c o u l d j u s t i f y t he t e r r o r i s m o f the s u b v e r s i v e 
movement S h i n i n g P a t h , w h i c h , w i t h 3,500 murders committed i n c o l d b l o o d 
i n t he p a s t t h r e e y e a r s , 80 p e r c e n t o f the v i c t i m s h a v i n g been unarmed 
c i v i l i a n s , was w i t h o u t any doubt the most c r u e l movement of the w e s t e r n 
h e m i s p h e r e . C a t h o l i c p r i e s t s and members o f r e l i g i o u s o r d e r s had been 
murdered; more t h a n 300 of the v i c t i m s had b e l o n g e d t o e v a n g e l i c a l c h u r c h e s , 
s o m e t h i n g w h i c h gave an i d e a o f how f e r o c i o u s the movement was. However, 
b a r b a r i t y c o u l d n o t be met w i t h b a r b a r i t y and, i n the f i n a l a n a l y s i s , i t was 
P e r u t h a t was b e i n g d e s t r o y e d by the armed c o n f l i c t . 

42. The Commission of the Churches on I n t e r n a t i o n a l A f f a i r s n e v e r t h e l e s s 
c o n s i d e r e d t h a t the s i t u a t i o n i n P e r u c o u l d be improved p r o v i d e d , f i r s t , 
t he p r e s e n t Government d e m o n s t r a t e d r e a l p o l i t i c a l w i l l t o p r o t e c t human 
r i g h t s ; s e c o n d , the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community d e m o n s t r a t e d i t s s o l i d a r i t y 
i n p r a c t i c a l terms on the i s s u e s o f the e x t e r n a l debt and a i d f o r economic 
development; t h i r d , t he Commission on Hximan R i g h t s t o o k a p o s i t i o n on 
the s i t u a t i o n i n P e r u and c o n s i d e r e d d e s i g n a t i n g a s p e c i a l r a p p o r t e u r o r 
an i n d e p e n d e n t e x p e r t as an o b s e r v e r and a d v i s e r t o the P e r u v i a n Government; 
and f o u r t h , r e s p e c t f o r the f u n d a m e n t a l r i g h t s o f t h e P e r u v i a n p e o p l e was 
s a f e g u a r d e d r e g a r d l e s s o f the many forms of v i o l e n c e i n t h a t c o u n t r y . 

43. The W o r l d C o u n c i l o f Churches s u p p o r t e d the d r a f t p r o t o c o l t o the 
C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e as an i n s t r u m e n t w h i c h would be of g r e a t a s s i s t a n c e 
i n e n s u r i n g r e s p e c t f o r the f u n d a m e n t a l r i g h t n o t t o be s u b j e c t e d t o t o r t u r e 
o r o t h e r c r u e l and inhuman t r e a t m e n t . The emphasis i n the p r o t o c o l on the 
c o o p e r a t i o n r e q u i r e d from S t a t e s p a r t i e s t o c l e a r up the f a c t s and p r e v e n t 
t o r t u r e was an i m p o r t a n t s t e p on the r o a d t o s t r e n g t h e n i n g w o r l d w i d e r e s p e c t 
f o r f u n d a m e n t a l human r i g h t s . 

44. M r s . CARGAR ( F o n d a t i o n France-Libertées) drew the Commission's a t t e n t i o n 
t o the s i t u a t i o n i n Guatemala, where human r i g h t s c o n t i n u e d t o be i g n o r e d 
d e s p i t e the p r o m i s e s g i v e n by Mr. S e r r a n o , the P r e s i d e n t o f the R e p u b l i c , when 
he had t a k e n o f f i c e and s u b s e q u e n t l y , i n A u g u s t , a t the U n i t e d N a t i o n s . The 
y e a r 1991 had seen the r e t u r n of t e r r o r , p e r p e t r a t e d m a i n l y by p a r a m i l i t a r y 
g r o u p s , c i v i l i a n s e l f - d e f e n c e p a t r o l s and t h e army, i n t h e form o f murders of 
churchmen and d e a t h t h r e a t s a g a i n s t p o l i t i c i a n s and, i n p a r t i c u l a r a c t i v i s t s 
o f the " R u n u j e l Junam" E t h n i c Communities C o u n c i l ( C E R J ) . The CERJ was 
f i g h t i n g t o do away w i t h the c i v i l i a n s e l f - d e f e n c e p a t r o l s i n r u r a l a r e a s , 
w h i c h were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the m a j o r i t y o f human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n the 
c o u n t r y s i d e b u t e n j o y e d p r o t e c t i o n from the army and c o u l d t h e r e f o r e a c t w i t h 
c o m p l ete i m p u n i t y . I n o r d e r t o b l o c k p r o p e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n s o f t h o s e 
v i o l a t i o n s , p r e s s u r e was put on e x a m i n i n g m a g i s t r a t e s and p o l i c e m e n , who 
were o f t e n t h r e a t e n e d w i t h d e a t h and sometimes even murdered. 
Mr. Vasquez M a r t i n e z , f o r m e r P r e s i d e n t o f the Supreme C o u r t , had condemned the 
l a c k o f p r o t e c t i o n f o r members of the Guatemalan j u d i c i a r y as one of the 
p r i n c i p a l c a u s e s o f the i m p u n i t y e n j o y e d by t h o s e g u i l t y o f human r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s . I n r e s p o n s e t o r e p e a t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l condemnation by the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s and Europe, the new Government had annoxinced t h e impri s o n m e n t 
o f , among o t h e r s , seven members of the m i l i t a r y g u i l t y of the group k i l l i n g 
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of 11 p e r s o n s on 9 August 1991, and J e s u s B e t a t a , s u s p e c t e d o f k i l l i n g 
Myrna Mack. However, no o f f i c e r had y e t been t r o u b l e d even though t h e i r 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h o s e murders was w e l l known. The e x p e r t a p p o i n t e d by the 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o examine the s i t u a t i o n o f human r i g h t s i n Guatemala, 
Mr. Tomuschat, had a l s o spoken o f c o o r d i n a t i o n between h i g h - r a n k i n g , and 
m i d d l e - l e v e l o f f i c e r s and the t r o o p s i n t h o s e c a s e s . 

45. As t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s had p o i n t e d out i n the 
r e p o r t on i t s A p r i l 1991 m i s s i o n , the c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n i n Guatemala was n o t 
one o f t h e r u l e o f law b u t one of masked S t a t e t e r r o r i s m , c h a r a c t e r i z e d by the 
e x e r c i s e o f t o t a l and u n c o n d i t i o n a l power by the army, the absence o f c i v i l 
a u t h o r i t y and the l a c k o f a c r e d i b l e and i n d e p e n d e n t j u d i c i a r y . Her 
o r g a n i z a t i o n c o n s i d e r e d t h a t , under i t e m 12 of i t s agenda, t h e Commission 
s h o u l d d e s i g n a t e a s p e c i a l r a p p o r t e u r t o examine the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n 
Guatemala. Such a d e c i s i o n would be the p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r any improvement i n 
the s i t u a t i o n o f the Guatemalan p e o p l e and the r e i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f Guatemala 
among d e m o c r a t i c c o u n t r i e s governed by the r u l e o f law. 

46. I n C o l o m b i a , the a d o p t i o n o f a new p o l i t i c a l C o n s t i t u t i o n , the r e s h a p i n g 
of the war a g a i n s t d r u g t r a f f i c k e r s , t he r e i n t e g r a t i o n i n t o c i v i l i a n l i f e of 
t h r e e g u e r r i l l a groups and the b e g i n n i n g o f t a l k s w i t h t h e Coordinación 
g u e r r i l l e r a Simon B o l i v a r s t o o d i n s h a r p c o n t r a s t t o a q u e s t i o n a b l e r e f o r m o f 
j u s t i c e and the c o n t i n u a t i o n o f a c r i t i c a l human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n . The 
i m p u n i t y e n j o y e d by the p e r p e t r a t o r s o f human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s was a l s o a 
m a t t e r o f c o n c e r n . F i f t y - s i x p e r c e n t o f the 465 ca s e s o f d i s a p p e a r a n c e s 
a t t r i b u t a b l e t o a g e n t s o f the S t a t e had n o t been i n v e s t i g a t e d and o n l y f i v e 
members of the p o l i c e and the armed f o r c e s had been p u n i s h e d . I n i t s r e p o r t 
on i t s v i s i t t o C o l o m b i a i n 1988 (E/CN.4/1989/18 and A d d . l ) , t h e Wor k i n g Group 
on E n f o r c e d o r I n v o l u n t a r y D i s a p p e a r a n c e s p o i n t e d out t h a t " s e c u r i t y 
l e g i s l a t i o n s p e c i f i c a l l y g e a r e d t o combating t e r r o r i s m ... has d r a m a t i c a l l y 
widened the c i r c l e o f t h o s e whom the s e c u r i t y measures a f f e c t . As a 
consequence, the l e g a l p r o t e c t i o n o f i n d i v i d u a l c i t i z e n s a g a i n s t abuses by 
p u b l i c f o r c e s a p p ears t o have d i m i n i s h e d " . I t t h e r e f o r e c o n s i d e r e d t h a t a 
f u n d a m e n t a l r e v i s i o n o f the p o l i c e powers e x e r c i s e d by t h e armed f o r c e s w i t h i n 
the s e c u r i t y s e r v i c e s was e s s e n t i a l i n o r d e r t o p r o v i d e a b e t t e r g u a r a n t e e f o r 
the f u n d a m e n t a l r i g h t s of c i t i z e n s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y the Col o m b i a n S t a t e had 
done n o t h i n g t o f o l l o w up the Working Group's recommendations. I t was none 
the l e s s c l e a r t h a t a t t a c k s on the r i g h t t o l i f e c o u l d n o t r e a l l y be c u t down 
u n l e s s the p e o p l e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r s u c h v i o l a t i o n s were p u n i s h e d i n an 
exe m p l a r y manner and t h a t the j u d i c i a r y would n o t h e l p combat the phenomenon 
of f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s u n l e s s i t r e s p e c t e d the j u d i c i a l g u a r a n t e e s s e t out 
i n human r i g h t s i n s t r u m e n t s . 

47. M r s . GRAF ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l League f o r the R i g h t s and L i b e r a t i o n o f P e o p l e s ) 
s a i d t h a t , a l m o s t e v e r y day, the news from Turkey d i s p e l l e d t he i l l u s i o n t h a t 
a p r o c e s s o f d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n was under way i n t h a t c o u n t r y . I n A p r i l 1991, 
the T u r k i s h Government had e n a c t e d an a n t i - t e r r o r i s m law w h i c h n o t o n l y 
v i o l a t e d p r o v i s i o n s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l law on human r i g h t s b u t a l s o a l l o w e d i t 
to s t e p up r e p r e s s i o n . A r t i c l e 8 of the l a w , w h i c h p r o h i b i t e d any w r i t t e n o r 
v e r b a l propaganda a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t i n g t he i n d i v i s i b l e u n i t y o f t h e S t a t e , i t s 
t e r r i t o r y o r the n a t i o n , made i t i m p o s s i b l e f o r j o u r n a l i s t s o r w r i t e r s t o 
m e n t i o n the K u r d i s h q u e s t i o n o r the K u r d i s h r e g i o n w i t h o u t b e i n g l i a b l e t o 
p e n a l t i e s . Thus, the T u r k i s h P a r l i a m e n t had n o t had t o a b o l i s h t h e 1932 law 
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p r o h i b i t i n g the use of t h e K u r d i s h l a n g u a g e , w h i c h was s t i l l f o r b i d d e n on 
r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n , i n t e a c h i n g and o f f i c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . The f a c t t h a t 
t h e Kurds were c u r r e n t l y r e p r e s e n t e d i n the T u r k i s h P a r l i a m e n t d i d n o t mean 
t h a t t h e y c o u l d f r e e l y e x e r c i s e t h e i r r i g h t t o freedom of e x p r e s s i o n : K u r d i s h 
p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s were e l e c t e d from the s l a t e s o f o t h e r p a r t i e s , f o r the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of K u r d i s h p a r t i e s was n o t a u t h o r i z e d . A f l a g r a n t example of 
the d e n i a l of the freedom of e x p r e s s i o n was t h e case o f the T u r k i s h w r i t e r and 
s o c i o l o g i s t , I s m a i l Besikçi, who had been s e n t e n c e d t o 22 y e a r s ' i m p r i s o n m e n t 
because of h i s w r i t i n g s on the K u r d i s h p e o p l e . He had been r e l e a s e d on 
31 O c t o b e r 1991 and t h e n a r r e s t e d a g a i n on 24 November on c h a r g e s of 
s e p a r a t i s t propaganda. The newspaper, "Democrat", w h i c h had p u b l i s h e d an 
a r t i c l e on him, had been banned under a r t i c l e 8 of the a n t i - t e r r o r i s m law and 
many j o u r n a l i s t s were v i c t i m s of a g g r e s s i o n . 

48. C l e a r l y , freedom of e x p r e s s i o n was n o t r e s p e c t e d i n T u r k e y . That was 
e v i d e n t from the f a c t t h a t i n I s t a n b u l , f i v e members of the Committee f o r the 
R i g h t s and Freedoms of the K u r d i s h P e o p l e had been a r r e s t e d by t h e p o l i c e as 
t h e y were s e n d i n g a t e l e g r a m t o the U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n A n k a r a to 
p r o t e s t a g a i n s t the T u r k i s h m i l i t a r y o p e r a t i o n c a r r i e d o u t i n s o u t h e r n 
K u r d i s t a n under I r a q i d o m i n a t i o n . The s l i g h t e s t d e m o s t r a t i o n was put down 
b r u t a l l y and s i n c e 15 June 1991 i t had been f o r b i d d e n i n the 13 K u r d i s h 
p r o v i n c e s t o wear c l o t h e s of r e d , g r e e n and y e l l o w a t the same t i m e , as t h o s e 
c o l o u r s s j r m b o l i z e d t h e K u r d i s h n a t i o n a l movement. Members of t h e P e o p l e ' s 
Labour P a r t y , t h e HEP, a p r o - K u r d i s h o p p o s i t i o n p a r t y , were a f a v o u r i t e t a r g e t 
of the p o l i c e . The p a r t y head i n S i i r t , a l o n g w i t h two o t h e r p e r s o n s , had 
r e c e n t l y d i s a p p e a r e d and e v e r y t h i n g i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e y had been a b d u c t e d by 
the c o u n t e r - g u e r r i l l a , a p a r a m i l i t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h l i n k s w i t h the S t a t e . 
A c c o r d i n g t o s t a t i s t i c s p u b l i s h e d by the M i n i s t r y o f J u s t i c e , i n 
November 1991, t h e r e were 26,707 p e r s o n s i n p r i s o n , o f whom 1,488 were 
p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , i n c l u d i n g some a l l e g e d l y s u b j e c t e d t o t o r t u r e . M o r e o v e r , 
e n t i r e v i l l a g e s had been f o r c i b l y e v a c u a t e d , houses s e t on f i r e and the 
i n h a b i t a n t s s u b j e c t e d t o i l l - t r e a t m e n t . The new Government had, however, done 
n o t h i n g t o conduct i n q u i r i e s i n t o s u c h i n c i d e n t s o r p r e v e n t any r e c u r r e n c e i n 
the f u t u r e . L a s t l y , t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of the European C o n v e n t i o n on Human 
R i g h t s , w h i c h T u r k e y had r a t i f i e d , had been suspended i n the K u r d i s h p r o v i n c e s 
s i n c e August 1990. 

49. Her o r g a n i z a t i o n s t r o n g l y u r g e d the Commission t o adopt the d r a f t 
d e c l a r a t i o n on e n f o r c e d o r i n v o l u n t a r y d i s a p p e a r a n c e s s u b m i t t e d by the Working 
Group. I t a l s o c o n s i d e r e d t h a t an o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l t o the C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t 
T o r t u r e and O t h e r C r u e l , Inhuman o r D e g r a d i n g Treatment o r Punishment would be 
an e f f e c t i v e t o o l t o p r e v e n t t o r t u r e and would encourage S t a t e s t o improve the 
t r e a t m e n t of p e r s o n s d e p r i v e d of t h e i r l i b e r t y . She s u g g e s t e d t h a t the 
Commission s h o u l d e s t a b l i s h a s p e c i a l w o r k i n g group t o l o o k i n t o t h e m a t t e r . 

50. Mrs. NEURY ( C e n t r e E u r o p e - T i e r s Monde) s a i d t h a t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n (CETIM) 
f u l l y s u p p o r t e d the d r a f t o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l t o the C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e 
and O t h e r C r u e l , Inhioman o r D e g r a d i n g Treatment o r Punishment and r e q u e s t e d 
the Commission t o e s t a b l i s h an open-ended w o r k i n g group t o l o o k i n t o the 
m a t t e r . 



E/CN.4/1992/SR.22 
page 15 

51. T u r k e y had been p a r t y t o the C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e s i n c e 1988 and 
s h o u l d t h e r e f o r e r e s p e c t i t s o b l i g a t i o n s under the C o n v e n t i o n . However, many 
r e c e n t r e p o r t s by i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h a t 
was n o t the c a s e . The new a n t i - t e r r o r i s m law e n a c t e d by the T u r k i s h 
Government on 12 A p r i l 1991 v i o l a t e d a number of i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s 
p r o v i s i o n s . On the b a s i s of a r t i c l e 15 of t h e l a w , members of the armed 
f o r c e s o r the p o l i c e and i n t e l l i g e n c e o f f i c e r s o r o t h e r o f f i c i a l s who might 
have committed o f f e n c e s i n the e x e r c i s e of t h e i r o f f i c i a l d u t i e s had the 
b e n e f i t of s p e c i a l t r e a t m e n t ; a c t i o n was t a k e n o n l y a g a i n s t t h o s e who were 
c o n s i d e r e d t o be g u i l t y of " c r i m e s o r a t t e m p t e d murder", w h i c h was d i f f i c u l t 
t o p r o v e and so S t a t e o f f i c i a l s a c c u s e d of t o r t u r i n g p e r s o n s i n c u s t o d y had 
been a b l e t o evade j u s t i c e . M o r e o v e r , the new law a l l o w e d the T u r k i s h regime 
t o s i l e n c e the K u r d i s h p e o p l e even more. A c c o r d i n g t o t h e d e f i n i t i o n 
c o n t a i n e d i n a r t i c l e 1, a " t e r r o r i s t " was deemed t o be any p e r s o n e x e r c i s i n g 
s i m p l e " p r e s s u r e " and an " o r g a n i z a t i o n " was any group of two p e r s o n s who met 
f o r a common end, s o m e t h i n g w h i c h opened the way t o a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t s . Such 
a r r e s t s , w h i c h were on the i n c r e a s e i n n o r t h - w e s t K u r d i s t a n , were i n t e n d e d t o 
i n t i m i d a t e and t e r r o r i z e the K u r d i s h p o p u l a t i o n and b r e a k the n a t i o n a l 
r e s i s t a n c e movement. 

52. CETIM was a l s o c o n c e r n e d about the many a c t s of v i o l e n c e committed by the 
T u r k i s h p o l i c e a g a i n s t the K u r d i s h c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n i n r e c e n t months. F o r 
example, on 24 and 25 December 1991, the f o r c e s of law and o r d e r had opened 
f i r e on a crowd o f d e m o n s t r a t o r s i n K u l p and L i c e , k i l l i n g 10 p e r s o n s . 
M o r e o v e r , bomb a t t a c k s , p a r t i c u l a r l y a g a i n s t p e r s o n s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
i n v o l v e d i n the d e f e n c e of hiiman r i g h t s and a g a i n s t j o u r n a l i s t s , were on the 
i n c r e a s e . R e p r e s s i o n had come out i n t o the open and t e r r o r , p r e v i o u s l y s p r e a d 
i n r u r a l a r e a s , was now p r e s e n t i n u r b a n a r e a s t o o . I t was a l s o d i s t u r b i n g 
t h a t , s i n c e the e n t r y i n t o f o r c e of the a n t i - t e r r o r i s m l a w , t h e r e had been a 
s h a r p r i s e i n c a s e s of d i s a p p e a r a n c e s and e x t r a j u d i c i a l e x e c u t i o n s . I n most 
c a s e s , dead b o d i e s showing o b v i o u s s i g n s of t o r t u r e were d i s c o v e r e d a few days 
a f t e r t h e a b d u c t i o n of the p e r s o n s i n p u b l i c p l a c e s . Nobody was s p a r e d ; 
v i c t i m s c o u l d be w o r k e r s , members of u n i v e r s i t i e s , p e a s a n t s , young o r o l d . 

53. A l t h o u g h a m i n i s t e r f o r human r i g h t s had r e c e n t l y been a p p o i n t e d i n 
T u r k e y , no measures had been t a k e n t o put an end t o the s y s t e m a t i c t o r t u r e , 
a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t s , e x t r a j u d i c i a l e x e c u t i o n s o r d i s a p p e a r a n c e s . F o r t h a t 
r e a s o n h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n u r g e d t h e Commission t o do a l l i t c o u l d t o e n s u r e t h a t 
T urkey r e s p e c t e d the C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e and a b o l i s h e d the a n t i - t e r r o r 
l a w , w h i c h b r e a c h e d the p r o v i s i o n s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. 

54. Mr. AKTAN ( O b s e r v e r f o r T u r k e y ) , r e p l y i n g t o p o i n t s r a i s e d , reminded 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s making a l l e g a t i o n s a g a i n s t T u r k e y , w i t h o u t , 
m oreover, t a k i n g t h e t r o u b l e t o a s c e r t a i n whether t h e i r s o u r c e s of i n f o r m a t i o n 
were c r e d i b l e o r r e l i a b l e , t h a t h i s c o u n t r y was c u r r e n t l y the o b j e c t of the 
c o n t i n u i n g a t t a c k s by t e r r o r i s t s i n s t i g a t e d from a b r o a d and t h a t t h e y were 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the d e a t h s of more th a n 1,000 c i v i l i a n s . He a l s o drew 
a t t e n t i o n t o t h e f a c t t h a t T u r k e y was p a r t y t o a number of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o n v e n t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g t h e European C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e , and t h a t as a 
consequence T u r k i s h c i t i z e n s who c l a i m e d t o have been v i c t i m s of t o r t u r e were 
e n t i t l e d t o p e t i t i o n the European Commission on Human R i g h t s o r have r e d r e s s 
i n the European C o u r t of Human R i g h t s , whose j u r i s d i c t i o n T u r k e y r e c o g n i z e d . 
Those NGOs would perhaps do b e t t e r t o p r o v i d e f i n a n c i a l and l e g a l a s s i s t a n c e 
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to a l l e g e d v i c t i m s o f t o r t u r e i n Turkey t o e n a b l e them t o have r e c o u r s e t o 
su c h p r o t e c t i v e m a c h i n e r y r a t h e r t h a n t r y t o t a r n i s h t he image o f h i s c o u n t r y 
i n t he eyes o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. 

55. T u r k e y was a d e m o c r a t i c c o u n t r y i n w h i c h the K u r d i s h p e o p l e was 
r e p r e s e n t e d i n p a r l i a m e n t by o v e r 100 d e p u t i e s . Freedom o f the p r e s s and 
freedom o f o p i n i o n and thought were f u l l y r e s p e c t e d and the j u d i c i a r y was 
w h o l l y i n d e p e n d e n t and i m p a r t i a l . A l l new l e g i s l a t i o n and r e f o r m s had been 
o u t l i n e d i n document E/CN.4/Sub.2/1991/53, w h i c h had been s u b m i t t e d t o the 
Sub-Commission. M o r e o v e r , the l i n g u i s t i c , e t h n i c and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s of the 
Kurds were r e c o g n i z e d , a l t h o u g h t h o s e r i g h t s were a p p a r e n t l y n o t a m a t t e r o f 
c o n c e r n t o the t e r r o r i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n - the PKK - a c t i v e i n Tu r k e y o r the NGOs 
i n q u e s t i o n , w h i c h r e f r a i n e d from condemning the murde r s , a b d u c t i o n s and 
t o r t u r e committed by t h e t e r r o r i s t s . T h e i r u l t i m a t e o b j e c t i v e was the 
dismemberment of T u r k e y . They were t h e r e f o r e a c t i n g i n v i o l a t i o n o f 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and s h o u l d r e r e a d a r t i c l e 30 of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f 
Human R i g h t s and the t e x t of G e n e r a l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s 2625 (XXV) and 40/61. 
U n t i l t h e y condemned such t e r r o r i s t a c t s , t h e y would c o n v i n c e no one t h a t t h e y 
were i n f a v o u r o f human r i g h t s and a g a i n s t v i o l a t i o n s . 

56. T u r k e y was d e t e r m i n e d t o f i g h t t e r r o r i s m and would n o t a l l o w i t s e l f t o be 
i m p r e s s e d by NGOs s e e k i n g t o use the i s s u e o f human r i g h t s f o r p o l i t i c a l 
ends. The R e p u b l i c o f Tu r k e y was n e i t h e r the Ottoman Empire n o r a f o r m e r 
communist c o u n t r y and anyone who e n t e r t a i n e d any i l l u s i o n o f s e c e s s i o n o r of 
the c r e a t i o n o f a new n a t i o n w o u l d do w e l l t o b e a r t h a t i n mind. I t was 
e s s e n t i a l , i n o r d e r t o en s u r e the s a f e conduct o f the d e l i b e r a t i o n s o f the 
Commission, t h a t human r i g h t s s h o u l d n o t be used as a p r e t e x t t o l a u n c h 
a t t a c k s on the t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y and the p o l i t i c a l u n i o n o f U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
Member S t a t e s , w h i c h were the v e r y b a s i s o f the O r g a n i z a t i o n . 

57. Mr. EISSA (Arab Lawyers' U n i o n ) drew the Commission's a t t e n t i o n t o the 
many human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s f o l l o w i n g I r a q ' s i n v a s i o n o f K u w a i t , as a t t e s t e d 
i n t he r e p o r t o f t h e S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r (E/CN,4/1992/26). The v i o l a t i o n s 
p e r s i s t e d w i t h t he problem o f K u w a i t i p r i s o n e r s s t i l l h e l d i n I r a q and the 
c o n t i n u e d b l o c k a d e a g a i n s t t h a t c o u n t r y . H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a s k e d f o r the 
b l o c k a d e t o be l i f t e d f o r I r a q i women and c h i l d r e n and f o r K u w a i t i d e t a i n e e s 
to be r e l e a s e d . The r i s e o f f u n d a m e n t a l i s m i n t h a t c o u n t r y was a l s o 
r e g r e t t a b l e and the Government had had t o t a k e u r g e n t measures w h i c h had, i n 
t u r n , l e d t o e x c e s s e s , namely d e t e n t i o n s and t o r t u r e . 

58. H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s o w i s h e d t o i n f o r m t he Commission o f the v e r y bad 
human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n the Horn o f A f r i c a . Many t r i b a l wars had b r o k e n out 
i n t h a t r e g i o n and had s e v e r e l y a f f e c t e d t he p o p u l a t i o n . I n S o m a l i a , human 
l i f e had become w o r t h l e s s and many c r i m e s o r a c t s o f t o r t u r e were b e i n g 
p e r p e t r a t e d i n the s t r e e t s i n b r o a d d a y l i g h t . M a l n u t r i t i o n s p a r e d nobody, the 
power of t h e S t a t e was d i s i n t e g r a t i n g day by day and the j u d i c i a l s ystem no 
l o n g e r f u n c t i o n e d . P o l i t i c a l opponents were n o t b r o u g h t t o c o u r t b u t were 
s i m p l y a s s a s s i n a t e d . Such a s t a t e o f a f f a i r s t h e r e f o r e d e s e r v e d the f u l l 
a t t e n t i o n o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, p a r t i c u l a r l y as t h e r e were many 
r e p o r t s a t t e s t i n g t o the s e r i o u s n e s s of the s i t u a t i o n . 

59. I n Sudan, the s i t u a t i o n had f u r t h e r d e t e r i o r i a t e d s i n c e the Commission's 
p r e v i o u s s e s s i o n , and the m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t i e s w h i c h had t a k e n power i n 
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June 1991 had p r o c l a i m e d a s t a t e of emergency and imposed a c u r f e w . The 
independence of the j u d i c i a r y was no l o n g e r a s s u r e d and q u a l i f i e d j u d g e s had 
been r e p l a c e d by members of the I s l a m i c F r o n t . The supreme c o u r t system had 
been a b o l i s h e d and c i t i z e n s were d e p r i v e d o f t h e i r r i g h t t o a f a i r t r i a l . The 
a u t h o r i t i e s c o n t i n u e d t o i m p r i s o n l a r g e nimibers of the Sudanese p o p u l a t i o n i n 
"ghost p r i s o n s " c o n t r o l l e d by I s l a m i c F r o n t members, who were the s o l e 
w i t n e s s e s of the t o r t u r e w h i c h took p l a c e i n them. A l l Government opponents 
had been a r r e s t e d and t o r t u r e d and w o u l d have been e x e c u t e d had n o t t h e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community e x e r t e d p r e s s u r e ; as a r e s u l t , the s e n t e n c e s had been 
commuted t o l i f e i m p r i s o n m e n t . In a d d i t i o n , extreme p o v e r t y h e l d sway 
t h r o u g h o u t the c o u n t r y and d e m o n s t r a t i o n s were becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y f r e q u e n t 
i n the c a p i t a l . 

60. H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n was g r a t e f u l t o Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l f o r the v a l u a b l e 
s u p p o r t i t p r o v i d e d . I t c a l l e d on the Commission to pay a l l the n e c e s s a r y 
a t t e n t i o n t o the p r o b l e m and on NGOs t o a s s i s t v i c t i m s of t o r t u r e i n Sudan. 
In a d d i t i o n , i t u r g e d the U n i t e d N a t i o n s V o l u n t a r y Fund t o p r o v i d e a s s i s t a n c e 
t o the v i c t i m s of t o r t u r e . L a s t l y , i t w i s h e d t o a s s o c i a t e i t s e l f w i t h a l l 
t h o s e who had spoken i n f a v o u r of the d r a f t o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l . 

61. Mr. LITTMAN ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e l l o w s h i p of R e c o n c i l i a t i o n ) s a i d i t was 
g r a t i f y i n g t h a t the new U n i t e d N a t i o n s S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , Mr. B o u t r o s - G h a l i , 
had e x p r e s s e d h i s commitment to c o n t i n u i n g the e f f o r t s by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
t o s e c u r e the r e l e a s e of a l l h o s t a g e s h e l d i n Lebanon. The U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee of the Red C r o s s s h o u l d do e v e r y t h i n g 
p o s s i b l e t o a c h i e v e t h a t o b j e c t i v e . I n t h a t r e s p e c t , he a s k e d the Commission 
to adopt a r e s o l u t i o n s t r o n g l y condemning the b a r b a r o u s p r a c t i c e of p o l i t i c a l 
h o s t a g e - t a k i n g , w h i c h had been g o i n g on i n Lebanon f o r some e i g h t y e a r s . 

62. On 14 F e b r u a r y 1989, A y a t o l l a h K h o m e i n i had i s s u e d a d e a t h s e n t e n c e 
a g a i n s t Salman R u s h d i e , the w r i t e r . The Commission had t h e n been h o l d i n g 
i t s f o r t y - f i f t h s e s s i o n and he had a p p e a l e d to members on t h a t o c c a s i o n 
o p e n l y t o condemn s u c h a c t i o n . W i t h the e x c e p t i o n of the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
the 12 c o u n t r i e s o f the European Community and the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s , F r a n c e and the U n i t e d Kingdom, nobody had made any s t a t e m e n t on 
the m a t t e r . Even the two r e p o r t s r e l a t i n g t o the r i g h t t o freedom of o p i n i o n 
and e x p r e s s i o n (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1990/11 and E/CN.4/1991/9) had remained s i l e n t on 
the q u e s t i o n . The y e a r s were g o i n g by and Salman R u s h d i e was s t i l l l i v i n g i n 
the shadow of t h a t d e a t h s e n t e n c e . The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the I s l a m i c R e p u b l i c 
of I r a n , i n a s t a t e m e n t t o the G e n e r a l Assembly on 7 December 1984, had 
m a i n t a i n e d t h a t the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human R i g h t s , w h i c h drew d i r e c t l y 
on J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n t r a d i t i o n s , c o u l d n o t be implemented i n t h e M u s l i m w o r l d 
and d i d n o t a c c o r d w i t h the system of v a l u e s r e c o g n i z e d by the I s l a m i c 
R e p u b l i c of I r a n . He had added t h a t h i s c o u n t r y would t h e r e f o r e n o t h e s i t a t e 
t o v i o l a t e i t s p r o v i s i o n s , s i n c e i t had t o choose between v i o l a t i n g d i v i n e law 
and v i o l a t i n g s e c u l a r c o n v e n t i o n s . The f a c t remained t h a t the e m i s s a r i e s of 
d e a t h , j u s t i f y i n g t h e m s e l v e s on the grounds of a s o - c a l l e d h o l y r i g h t , 
c o n t i n u e d t o roam the w o r l d i n s e a r c h o f l i t e r a r y and o t h e r v i c t i m s . I t 
s h o u l d be remembered t h a t the Japanese t r a n s l a t o r of Salman R u s h d i e ' s book, 
"The S a t a n i c V e r s e s " , had been s t r u c k down i n Tokyo i n J u l y 1991, t h a t the 
I t a l i a n t r a n s l a t o r of the book had been a t t a c k e d , and t h a t the f o r m e r I r a n i a n 
Prime M i n i s t e r , Mr. Shaphur B a k t i a r , had been a s s a s s i n a t e d . Whatever the 
r e a s o n s f o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l communities s i l e n c e , s u c h c r i m e s must be 
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i n s t a n t l y condenmed i f t h e y were n o t t o be t a c i t l y condoned. He reminded the 
Commission t h a t r e s o l u t i o n 1990/8 ado p t e d by t h e Sub-Commission on P r e v e n t i o n 
of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n o f M i n o r i t i e s , had s t r o n g l y condemned the 
a s s a s s i n a t i o n o f P r o f e s s o r Kasem R e j a v i . C o u l d n o t the Commission, i n i t s 
t u r n , r e a c t o f f i c i a l l y i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the R u s h d i e a f f a i r and, s p e c i f i c a l l y , 
condemn the r e l a t e d a s s a s s i n a t i o n s o r t h r e a t s o f a s s a s s i n a t i o n o f p u b l i s h e r s , 
w r i t e r s and t r a n s l a t o r s ? A l l a t t e m p t s a t i n t i m i d a t i o n s h o u l d be r e s i s t e d , f o r 
w h i c h r e a s o n i t was the d u t y o f NGOs t o ask q u e s t i o n s i n the Commission, i n 
the e x e r c i s e o f the v e r y p r e c i o u s r i g h t o f freedom o f o p i n i o n and e x p r e s s i o n . 
The Commission, w h i c h was c o n s i d e r e d t o be t h e p e r s o n f i c a t i o n o f the w o r l d ' s 
c o n s c i e n c e on human r i g h t s i s s u e s , had a m o r a l d u t y t o p r e p a r e a r e s o l u t i o n o r 
d e c l a r a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g s u c h a s e r i o u s m a t t e r , w h i c h c h a l l e n g e d freedom o f 
o p i n i o n and t h e r i g h t t o l i f e . 

63. Mr. KHOURI ( S y r i a n Arab R e p u b l i c ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t of 
r e p l y , r e f e r r e d t o the a c c u s a t i o n s made a g a i n s t h i s c o u n t r y b y Amnesty 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l and t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s . I n the r e p o r t 
c o n t a i n e d i n document E/CN.4/1992/17, on t o r t u r e and o t h e r c r u e l , inhuman o r 
d e g r a d i n g t r e a m e n t , t h e r e was no m e n t i o n o f any case o f t o r t u r e i n S y r i a . I t 
was r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t s u c h a c c u s a t i o n s o f t e n came from NGOs w h i c h were a p r i o r i 
h o s t i l e t o the c o u n t r y b e i n g a c c u s e d . Such o r g a n i z a t i o n s s h o u l d f i r s t make 
su r e t h a t t h e r e were good grounds f o r t h e i r a l l e g a t i o n s . 

64. Mr. FERNANDEZ ( C u b a ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t o f r e p l y , s a i d 
t h a t the a c c u s a t i o n s made a g a i n s t h i s c o u n t r y by Mr. Zuñiga were p a r t o f the 
a n t i - C u b a n campaign b e i n g waged by the U n i t e d S t a t e s Government. He a c c u s e d 
the U n i t e d S t a t e s a u t h o r i t i e s o f f i n a n c i n g the I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n 
of E d u c a t o r s f o r W o r l d Peace and r e f e r r e d t o p a s t e v e n t s i n t h e l i f e o f 
Mr. Zuñiga, who, had r e c e i v e d CIA f i n a n c i a l b a c k i n g and had been a r r e s t e d by 
the Cuban a u t h o r i t i e s as he was p r e p a r i n g t o l a u n c h a t e r r o r i s t campaign i n 
Cuba. He had l a t e r been c o n v i c t e d by a Cuban c o u r t and t h e n s e n t back t o the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s i n 1988. 

65. A l l e g a t i o n s o f c a s e s o f t o r t u r e i n Cuba were c o m p l e t e l y unfounded; 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s s h o u l d n o t be a l l o w e d t o s e r v e the p o l i t i c a l 
i n t e r e s t s o f f o r e i g n powers o r make f a l s e a c c u s a t i o n s i n an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
forum. 

66. Mr. AL-DOURI ( I r a q ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t o f r e p l y , s a i d i t 
was d e p l o r a b l e t h a t the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the Arab Lawyers' U n i o n s h o u l d have 
a p p o i n t e d h i m s e l f spokesman of the s u p p o r t e r s o f t h e new i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r d e r 
under the a u s p i c e s o f a w e l l - k n o w n m a j o r power. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , Mr. E i s s a had 
r e f r a i n e d from naming t h a t c o u n t r y when he had condemned t h e c o n t i n u e d 
b l o c k a d e a g a i n s t I r a q . H i s d e l e g a t i o n a l s o e x p r e s s e d r e g r e t t h a t t h e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the Arab Lawyers' U n i o n , a p p a r e n t l y unaware of what had 
r e a l l y happened d u r i n g the G u l f c o n f l i c t , s h o u l d have c o n s i d e r e d i t s u f f i e e n t 
s i m p l y t o echo r e p o r t s b y a s e c t o r o f the p r e s s w h i c h had l i t t l e c o n c e r n f o r 
o b j e c t i v i t y . 

The m e e t i n g r o s e a t 6 p.m 




