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INTRODUCTION

1. The present report was prepered pursuant to Commission cn Human Rights
regoluticn 20 (XXXIV) of 8 Merch 1978. In this resclution the Commission
reguested the becretary—bonbrul to invite Member States, competent specialized
agencies, regiocnal intergovernmental crganizations and non-governmental
organizations to communicate to him thclr viows, cbeervations and suggestions
on the draft Convention on the Rights of the Child annexed thereto, and %o
gubmit a report thereon to -the Commissicn on Human Rights at its '
thirty-fifth segsion; and decided bto continue, at its thirty-fifth session, its
consideration of a draft Cenvention on the Rights of the Child, taking into
account both the draft Convention annexed to the above-mentioned resolution and
the report of the Secretary-General, with a view to concluding, if possible, a
convention at that sessicn for transmission to the General Assembly through the
Economic and Social Council.

2. In pursuance of resolution 20 (XXXIV), the Secretary~General transmitted the
draft Convention to Member Stetes and to the competent specialized agencies,
regional intergovernmmental orgenizaticns and non-governmental orgenizations, and
requested that they meke known not later than 31 October 1978 their views,
observations and suggestions on such a convention. The report is based on those
replies received ag at 14 December 1978. IExtracts from the replies received are
reproduced below, under General Comments and Specific Comments to the

draft Conventlon.

3. Replies were received from the following Member States: Australia; Austrias
Bahraing Barbados; Belgium; Chad; Cyprus; Denmark; Dominican Republic; Flnland;
German Democratic Republic; Germany, Federal Republic of; Greece; Hungary;
Madagascar; Mauritius; Netherlands; Nrrway; Peru; Poland; Portugel; Spaing

Sweden; Turkey; United Arab Emirates; United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland; and Zambis.

4.  The following specialized agencies submitted comments: International Labour
Orgenisation, Food and digriculture Orvganization of the United Nations,

United Nations Eduoqtlon@l, Scientific and Cultural Organization, and the

World Health Organization.

5. In addition, comments were received from the following nop-governmental
organizations in congultative status with the Economic and Sccial Councils
Category I: International Council of Women and Women's Intermational Democratic
Federation; Category Il: Internmational Association of Youth Magistrates,
International Commission of Jurists, International Committee of the Red Cross
International Pederation of Women Lawyers, Internaticnal Union for Child Welfare,
Society for Comparative Legislation, World Jewish Congress, World Movement of
Mothers, World Union of Cathclic WJmOD'“ Organizations and World Union of
Organizations for the Safeguard of Youth, Roster: International Federation of
Home Economics, International Humenist and Ethical Union and Internaticnal

Union of Judges.
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T. GENERLL COMMENT

4. Member States

LAUSTHALIA

[Criginal: English/

[15 iugust 1978/
The Australian Government, while it is 2live to thce importance cf the rights
of children, believes thet consideration of the proposal to draft a convention
on the rights of the child should be deferred until after the Various activitics
to be mounted in connexicn with the International Year of the Child have
afforded Member States the opportunity to exemine in detail the need for such
a conventicn

AUSTRILL

[Original: Bnglish/
/12 Octeber 1978/

1, The substentive provisions of the present draft correspond literally to
the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child (1959). If clear and
mequivoeal cobligations under intermational leow are to be based on a convention
on the rights of the child, the lustrian Federal Government feels that its
wording should be much more concrete and specific than that of the Declaration,

2. Mnally, the lustrian Federal Government takes the liberty of suggegting
a thorough revigion of the dra ft. Revisers should in particuler see whether

the rights referred to in the draft are *ut already safeguarded by the

International Covenants on Human Righ

m
IS

- BLAHRATH

Zﬁfiginal: Arabic/

/16 iugust 1978/

1, The 10 principles included ir the United Naticns Declaration of the Rights
of the Child are fundamentel principles whose comprehensiveness as general
principles is indisputable,

2., What needs o be develcped 1s the means to implement such principles at
the level of the United Nations %ucrot@rlﬁt ag well as at the level of

Member States, in order to have the said means adjusted to the world's changing
and developing circumstances.

B In this regerd, the United Nations Sccretariat may investigate the extent
to which Member Stoates apply the aforementicned 10 principles in their
legislation and in actuality, and can thus derive several facts spotlighting
the reel world of childhcood today.
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A, The Secretariat mey clso translate cach of these principles into several
realistic ond concrete proposals, so as to enable each State to asceritain, by
comparing such proposed mcasurcs with actual practice therein, whether or not it

applies such principles properly.

5. Member States should nct be contenl just with proclaiming thesc principles
and circulating them in their originel form, rut should translate them into
legislation and into exccutive as well ~s partial measurcs.

6.  Member States should also embedy these principlcs ond make them zccessible

to their citizens, i.c, to fethers and mothers and to children also, because
children arc the fathers and mcthers of ithe future. in cvery possible field,
particularly in thc fields nf cducaticn and mass medio, c.g. the press, felevision
and radio.

BaRBaDOS

Zﬁiiginal: Englis§7
Zﬁ-November 197§7

1. The Government of Barbados is in favour of the adoption of a convention
on the rights of the child and is in general cgreement with the draft convention
submitted by Poland,

2, It has been cbscrved that no article deals dirccily with the adeption of
children wherc this is desirablc in their best interest. If this ig to be
accepted then provision should be made whereby an adoption should not take
place without the comsent of the parent. However such consent may be diszpensed
with by a competent courb if the person whosc consent is to be dispensed with

(a) has =bondoned, neglected or persistently ill-~treated the infants or

(v) crnnot be found or is incapable of giving his consent or is
withheolding his consent unrcascnebly.

3. The child's cight to life has not been erticlcd. How far shculd this
right go? Does the child include the unborn child, or the foctus? Under
specified circumstanccs, should a foctus be aborted withcul an offence being
committed or at the relevant time was the fuetus o human life? 4Al1ll these are
Questions which shculd he considered befuore the c¢hild's right to life is
srticled.

BELGTUM
[ﬁfigimala Freno§7
/? Wovember 1978/
1, The Belgian Government welcomes any initiative likely to improve the status

of the child and atteches the utmost importance t~ the legal aspect of the
Protection of the child.,
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2. It notes that the preamble and substantive articles contained in the

draft convention submitted by Prland are absolutely identicel to the text of

the Declaration of the Rights of the Child adopted by the General Assembly cn

20 November 1959. The draft also provides for a system for reporting to the
Economic and Social Council. Jdrticles XIIT et geq. contain the final provisicns
which are customary in treaty law,

3 (learly, the sole effect of thc Polish draft is to give an existing
declaration the form of 2 binding convention.

4. It should be noted, however, that the Declaration was nct, and was not
intended to be, drafted in such a way as to be directly usable as a convention.
Bagically, it provides guidelines by bringing together, with specific reference
to;the'childy a broad range of rights deriving from numercus cther United Nations
instruments,

5e The Belgian Government does not consider that, under these circumstances, the
mere transformation of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child into a convention
constitutes o tangible contribution to the protection of the child. It would
prefer the internmational community to endeavour to translate into terms more
directly applicable in.internal law such rights of the child as are not yet
sufficiently covered by cther binding international instruments.

6. -The Belgian Government therefore urges the Commission on Human Rights to
embark on the study of a convention on the rights of the child which, although

of course inspired by the Declaration of the nghts of the Child, would establlsh
specific legal provisions supplcm€nt1ng'ex1st1ng‘1nternut1vn@l law.

CHAD

[Original: Frenq§7
Zi August 197@7

The draft Convention on the Rights of the Child annexed to resolution 20 (XXXIV)
has received the careful consideration of the Ministry of Public Health, Labour
and Social Affairs, which is of the view that "all aspects of the question have
been taken into consideration and that the w“rdlng secems oleer, It has no special
observation to make,"

CYPRUS

Zﬁfiginals Englis§7
ZEB November 197@7

The Government of the Republic of Cyprus in general accepts the draft Convention
on the Rights of the Child. It has, however, the following suggestions to make:

(1) A provision could be included in the draft Convention which would take
into account the economic capabilities of the Contracting Parties as regards the
implementation of the Convention., Article 2, paragraph 1, of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights could serve as a medel for
drafting this article;

(2) 4 provision as regards the right of the child to own property might alsc
be considered,
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DENMARK

ZBriginal: Englisé7
ZEA November 19]§7

1. The Danish Government welcomes the initiative which the Commission on
Human Rights tock at its thirty-fourth session in March 1978 by adopting
resolution 20 (XXXIV) recompending the conclusion of o conventicn on the
rights of the child,

24 The objective of such a convention should be to provide a constructive
contribution to strengthening the rights of the child throughout the world, and
in drawing up its individual provisions the best interests of the child shall
always be the paramcunt congideration.

5 such a convention must be thoroughly prepared and the areas in which there
are the greatest needs to further strengthen the legal status of children through
the drawing up of a convention must be carefully examined in the light of existing
instruments such as fthe International Covenant on Civil and Pelitical Rights, the
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and the Protocels additicnal thereto, and
relevant IL0O Conventions.

4. The 1959 Declaration on the Rights of the Child has thus already been
followed up to some extent by the adopticn of varicus treaty provisions on this
subject. It would hardly be advisable, as done in the proposal contained in
document E/CN.4/L.1%66 of 7 February 1978, merely to elevate the Declaration into
a convention. The Declaration i1s in the form of & manifesto, and it thus lacks
the preciseness and clarity which is required in the formulation of legally
binding texts. '

DOMINTICAN. REPUBLIC

Zﬁiiginal: Spanisg7
ZE-October 19]§7 ‘
The Dominican Government hag exemined the draft Convention on the Rights of
the Child and in general supports the idea that all matters relating to the
rights and the care which should be accorded tc children throughout the world

should be embodied in a binding legal instrument which should take the form of
a convention for the signatory parties.

FINLAED
Zﬁiiginalz Englisg7
Zﬁ'November 197&7

The Government of Finldnd gupports fully the cbjectives of the proposed Convention
on the Rights of the Child and is ready to collaborate in its further elaboration.
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

[Original: English/
/21 November 1978/

L. The German Democratic Republic welcomes the proposal submitted by the
Poligh People's Republic to make provigion in international law for the legal
status of the child. The German Democratic Republic views the draft Convention,
which was prepared on the basis of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child:
of 1959, as a2 major contribution teo the International Yeasr cof the Child, 1979,
as proclaimed by the United Nations. The draft meets with the German Democratic
Republicts general approval. '

2. Drawing on its previcus experience in this field, the German Democratic
Republic should like to make the following suggestion to make the language
more precise:

An explicit provisicn should be included in the Convention to
preclude discrimination against children of unmerried parents.

On this subject, the Germen Democratic Republic earlier submitted

to the Secretary-General of the United Naticons detailed observations
on the "Draft general principles on equality end non-discrimination
in respect of children born out of wedlock™".

3. The German Democratic Republic believes that the principles set forth in

the draft Conventicn on the Rights of the Child, and in particular the provisionsg
of article I on non-discriminaticn and the attendant right of all children to
physical and spiritual development without distinction, are in accordence with
one of the principal tasks facing the United Nations, i.e. to support. the peoples
in their struggle against cclonialism, neo-cclonialism, racial discrimination

and apartheid, It is the German Demccratic Republic's understending that in
implementing the Convention one should be aware of the inseparable unity of the
striving for peace and détente, and the happiness, advancement and protection of
children a2ll over the world.

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

Zﬁfiginal: Frenc§7
/8 November 197§7

1. The Federal Government is prepared to co-operate in the elaboration of a
convention on the rights of the child, basced cn the draft submitted to the
Commission on Humen Rights, Tn order to achieve the geal of adopting a
convention which takes full account of the uneeds of children, the existing draft,
which should not be considered as the only starting point for deliberations,
should be: subjected to a thorough, careful and unhurried review, In this
connexion, the Federal Government recommends that consideraticn should be given
to the possibility of convening a group of cxperts to carry out a comprehensive
and specialist review of all the questions which ought to be raised during the
preparation of a convention, in particular, legal issues or questions relating
to socizal policy. The fact that the Federal Government is proposing such a
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procedure demonstiratcs the importance it attaches to a cercfully drafted
convention which contains genuinely usable regulations relating to thc protection
of the child and which will therefore continue to prove effective after the
International Year of the Child,

2. Unlike the Declaration of the Rights of the Child (United Nations

General Assembly resolution 1386 (XIV)9 dated 20 November 1959)s n which the
draft Convention in question is largcly based, a convention should be worded

in such o way =3 to leave no possiblc doubt regarding the legal scepe of each
regulation. It must, in particular, draw a clear distinction between regulations
representing rights ~f the individual and thosc which might simply he the subject
of en undertaking on the part of States, Moreover, the provisions <f the draflt
concerning objectives, contont and methods of cducation sheuld be considercd
geparatcly.

3,  Without prejudice to a final assessmont, we consider that articles I, III, IV
(understood as the right of the child to have his nceds provided for in the
broadest sense), the first and sccend sentences of article VI, the first sentence
of article VII, paragravh 1 (right t> education), end the sccond part of

article VII, paragraph 2 (primary right of parents), should bc grouped together

in a separate scction as rights of the individual,

4. However, this can apply wmnly if all these provisions are retained as they

5e The Federal Government suggests that a thorough review should also be made
of other provisions of the dreft, in the seme wey as for articlc III, to
ascertein whether it is desirable to adopt them as part of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, in the light ~f the mecasurcs already taken or provided
for in other internaticnal instruments.

6. Unlike the serics of measures on the rights »f the individual, article II,
erticle IV (first and scooend sentences), article V, article VI (fourth sentence),
article V1I, paragraph 1 (sccond sentence ), article VII, paragraph 3, article IX
and article X (first sentence) con be considered only as undertakings on the
part of States,.

7. Conversely, the provisions of the draft relating to objectives, content

and methods of education cannot be considered as either rights of the individual
or undertakings on the part of States. The previsions in question are contained
in the first sentence of article VI, the first part of article VII, paragraph 2,
and the second sentence cf article X of the draft. It is the responseibility

and duty of the perents whese rights cre also recognized in the draft to take
binding decisions in this regard. The provisicns referred to can more
appropriately be mode the subject of a recommendation to be incorporated in the
preamble to the Convention.

8. Thc Federal Government =lso expresses rescrvoations as to the comprehensiveness
of the safeguards provided rcgarding efforts to cnsurc the prot.ction of the

child which have been undertaken elscwhore in the United Netions, This applies
particularly to natural childron whose status has long bheen the subject of
consultations within the Sub-Commission on Preventicn of Discrimination and
Protection »f Minorities of the Tnited Nations Commission on Human Rights. This
question should reccivc special attention. another matter that should receive
special attention in this context is whether the application of the Convention

to natural children is also provided for in the present draft, Admittedly,
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article I provides that every child shall be entitled to the rights set forth

in the Convention, without distincticn or discrimination on account of birth or
status, among other factors. Purthermore, the wording of principle 1 of the
Declaration of the Rights of the Child of 20 November 1959, on which article 1
of the draft Convemtion is based, seems t- have been designcod fto assure natural
children of the same rights as' those enjoyed by legitimate children. However,
the other provisions of the Declaraticn of 20 Wovember 1959, and consequently

of the draft Convention based on it, do not teke account of the situation of
natural children., For instance, the second part of article VII, paragraph 2,
provides that responsibility for the education and guidance of the child lies in
the first place with "his parentg™. This provision needs to be modified to cover
the situvaticn of natural children, most of whom are brought up in the family of
the mother.

9 Reference should also be made to resclution 8 (XXVII) of the United Naticns
Commission on the Status of Woemen, deted 5 april 1978, which relates to measures
for the protection of women and children against the division of families as a
result of the policy of apartheid,

10, In the view of the Federal Government, another question that should be
considered is whether the draft Convention sheould alsc make specific provisicn
for the protecticn of adepted children and children who are brought up by
foster-parents., Efforts have been in progress for a number of years within the
United Nations to draft a convention or, at the very least, a declaration on
adoption. In this connexion, particular reference should be made to Econmomic
and Social Council resolution 1925 (LVIII) of 6 May 1975. The present draft
Convention also deals with adopted children in so far as its article 1 prohibits
any distinction in the treatment of children on account of their "status'.
However, as in the case of natural children, the draft contains no other provision
relating specifically to adoption or to the gituation of the foster-child,
Consequently, it should elso be made clear whether the protection of adopted
children and foster-children should be dealt with separately, or whether it is
preferable to treat these questions in greater detail on the basis and in the:
framework of the proposed Convention, aftor they have been raised in article 1
of the draft, Onc reason why this is essential is to avoid any conflict

between the different United Naticns instruments on the protection of the child.

11. The same problem erises in respect of the relationship between the proposed
Conventlon and the instruments for the protection of the child provided for under
international humanitarian law. In this connexion, reference should be made in
the first instance to Econcmic and Social Council resolution 1687 (LII) of

2 June 1972, and to resclution 7 (XXVII) of the United Nations Commisszion on

the Status of Women, dated 5 April 1978, concerning the "Protection of women

and children in emergency and armed conflict in the struggle for peace, self-
determinationy national liberation and independence" and to the Protoccols
Additicnal to the Geneve Conventions of 12 August 1949, adopted in Geneva on

8 June 1977 by the Diplomatic Conference orn Reaffirmation and Development of
Intetnational Humanitarian Law aApplicable in Armed Conflicts (cf. United Nations
document A/32/144 of 15 August 1977). In this area, too, a study should be
carried out 'and,.in the light of its results, a provisgion drafted defining
exactly the specific scovpe of the proposed Convention,
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12, In view of the large number of questions left unresclved by the present
draft Convention, the Pederal Republic of Germany would like to stress once
again the need for a carsful review of the draft. & convention can only be
satisfactory over the long term if it is able to provide comprchensive
protection for the rights of the child.

1%, The Federal Goverrment considers that an cssential contributicn will have
been made to the Internaticnal Yecar of the Child if, in 1979, scme progress
can be made, along the lincs set out above, ftowards the fermulation of a
convention for the protection of the child. '

GREECE
Zariginal: Englis§7
ZE? November 197§7

The Greek Government strongly supports the resclution submitted by Poland for
a convention on the rights of the child. It believes, though, that a
declaration of intent is not sufficient and that Member States by signing this
resclution must be ready to promote the necessary legislation and to allocate
the necessary funds to translate this document inte meaningful action.

HUNGARY

Zﬁfiginal: Englig§7
/27 November 1978/

1. In 1959 the Genecral Assembly of the United Natione adopted the Declaration
of the Rights of the Child which was an important step in the field of ensuring
and protecting the rights of the child, Nearly 20 years have passed since the
adeption of the Declaration and the time has come to take Turther steps in this
respect,

2. The Hungarian Government welcomes and fully suppeorts the initiative aimed -
at elaborating o convention on the rights of the child. It helds the view that
the adoption of a convention with legally binding force under the auspices of
the United Nations would be instrumental in the more effective protection and
more consistent enforcement of the rights of the child.

5¢ © The draft Convention transmitted to the Governments contains the mest
important rights of the child and expresses the most essentinl basic principles.

A The Hungarian Gevernment is of the cpinicn that by the carly adoption of
a ccnvention on the rights of the child Member States may concretely demonstrate
their sincere endcavour for wide and universal guarantee of human rights.
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MADAGASCAR

[Original: French)
[16 October 1973]

L. The draft Convention on the Rights of the Child annexed to

resolution 20 (XXXIV) adopted by the Commission on Human Rights on & March 1978
embodies, in the form of a convention, the principles contained in the Declaration
of the Rights of the Child proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly on
20 November 1959 (resolution 1386 (XIV)), which has the full and whole-hearted
support of the Government of the Demccratic Republic of Madagascar.

2. In this regard, the adoption of a Convention on the Rights of the Child
during the International Year of the Child (General Assembly resolution 51/169)
ig a means of strenmgthening still further the general protection and well-being
of .the children of the world.

MAURITIUS

- [Original: English]
[13 November 1975]

The Government of Mauritiuve iz in total agrcement with the contents of the draft
Convention on the Rights cof the Child.

NETHERLANDS

[Original: English]
[28 November 1978] -

L. The Netherlands Government can subscribe in vprinciple to the idea of
devoting a special convention to the rights of the child.

2. In elaborating this idea, however, it is not considered sufficient to
merely try and copy the Declaration of the Rights of the Child which dates back
as early as 1959 and doeg not reflect the social, economic and cultural
developments and changes since then. :

3 Moreover, the formulation of the principles in the present draft Convention
ig rather vague. A lot of them are already embodied in the mandates of agencies
like the ILO, WHO and UIIBSCO, or in more appropriabte juridical wordings, in
instruments like the Covenants on Civil and Political and on REconomic, Social
and Cultural Rights. In these contexts the implementation and ohservance of

the principles is taken care of in a far more extended and concrefe manner.

4. Tor these reasons the Netherlands Govermment seriously doubte the
usefulness of a draft convention as annexed o resolution 20 (XXXIV) of the
Commigsion on Human Rights. In its view a draft convention on the rights of
the child must consist of timely, up~to-date and concrete principles,
accompanied by practical guidelineg for application, and supplementary to
already existing instruments and activities, in order to avold unnecessary
duplication.
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WORVAY

[Original: Bnglish]
[14 Wovember 1975]

1. Norvay fully recognizes the need for greater international efforts for the
protection and nromotion of the righte o hjldrnn, and thercfore cuovworts the
main princinles outlined in the draflt Copvention. It would seem neccssary,
hovever, to commlete the nrezent draft and b&k@ account or devclonments and
changes in social sbructurcs and Stateg! family volicizes.

T
~
4

2. In the oninion of Horwegian authoritien, the interests of children would
best be gerved if ceen in conjunction with the intercats of adulls. Today the
interests of children are very olten cverlooked in the decision-making procesdg,
Therefore, a convention on the subject of the rights of children chould deal
with children as a group. This agpect ovghl to be emphacized by uging the noun
"ehild" in its plural form lhrouphout the Convention. By the wse of '"children
and, consequently, "they", "them" and "their!, the terms 'he', '"vhorm'" and '"his"
could be avoided, and the equal status of tne {uo sexcs would appear rore
clearly.

% On thie bagis, the folloving amendmentc to the draflt Convention axre
suggcoteds

Throughout the drafi Convention, sudbsbitute "children" for "the child",
"they" for "he', "them" lfor "him', and "lheix'" for 'his".

A It chould also be congidnr=d Lo immose on the States Partics an obligation
egtablish or designate national administrative organs to be rospongible for
the protection and promotion of the rights ol children.

(Original: Spanish]
[25 October 1978 ]
The Peruvian MNational Tastitute lfor the fscisvance and Tromotion of 1linors and

the Family has indicatnd its apnroval of the dralt Convention on the Rights
the Child annexed 1o regolution 20 (XXXIV).

POL..I™M
[Original: English]
[ 21 October 1278

1. As the original author of the draft Convention on the Rights of the Child
the Government of the Polish Pconle!s Republic has no additional suggestions or
amendments to the text as presented by the Polisgh delegation during LﬂL
thirty-Lfourth session of the Commigsion on Human Rights.

2. It is the considered voeu of the Poligh Government that no effort should
be svared in order to bring ahbout the adowtion of 11e Convention by the
General Asscmbly at its thirty-Tourih session in 1979. This wvould coincide with

the Inbternational Year of the Child. Such a step would not only give an
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additional and significant stimulus and meaning to the International Year of
the Child objectives but also would highlight the necessity and significance
oi measures envisaged by the Convention itselfl for child's care all over the
world,

P The adoption cf the Convention in 1979 can be achieved since, in particular,
the principles of the United MNations Dcclaration of the Rights of the Child -
constituting the basis for lhe dralt Convention - have been knoun to Govermments
and the world community lor 20 years.

Ao The Government of the Polish People'!s Republic would like to suggest the
need to create an open-ended working groun and to entrust it with a task of
drafiing the Convention during the thirty-Iifth session of the Commission on
Human Rights.

PORTUGAL

[Original: French]
[27 October 1978]

1. The drafi{ Convention on the Rights of the Child has the approval of the
compe tent Poritugucce auvthorilies, which are aware of the importance of drawing
up such a Convention.

2, However, the compctent Portuguese authoritics are of the view that the
vording of the draft could be improved. The rights of the child prior to birth
could be more clearly defined.

3. The competent Portusuese authorities consider that attention should be
draym to the fact that children must be the result of a choice frecely exercised
by their parents. The happiness and well-being of children should thercfore

be closely linked with family wnlanning.

SUBDEN

[Original: Bnglish]
[8 November 1978 ]

1. The Swedish Government looks favourably at any international efforts aimed
at strengthening the righls of the child. Since a convention dealing with this
important subject could be a valuable new instrument, the Svedish Government is
prepared to participate actively in its drafting.

2. Tn this work it i natural to seck inspiration from the Declaration of the
Rights ol the Child which was adopted by the General Assembly in 1959.
Conscquently the provisions of that Declaration could be a starting-point when
drafting a new convention. It would nol be desirable, however, simoly to
include the texl ol the Declaration in a convention, since the two instruments
are of a different legal character and vrovisions wvhich are appropriate in a
declaration will not always be well guited Lo congtitube legally binding rules.
The 1959 Declaration containg certain gencral statements which do not have their
proper place in the overative part of a convention which, being an apreement
betueen States, should lay down concrete, mutual obligations.

.
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7 Apother important difference between a d.ei}alﬂa,?1011 and a convention relates
éo the implementation aspect. Uhile a declaration is merely a recommendation
a—‘rlo“('aj_ suideline, as the cace may be, a convention has tc be imnlemented if
or NGRS o o . . . _ - . _-. " .
it is to become gffective. In & (1011\fent}011'on the ngl?.ts of tho Child, special
ttention should therefore be given to the implementation nachinery,
a 1 % - 1 2

A Since the adeption of the Declaration, K{ie‘»:ls: on the
};ave developed in many narts of *;he world. 11 ig clear, :
many countries, views on the famll;r? on marriage, on th? Te.'la,tjfong between
children and parents and on the child as afl individual having its ox:m.nced_s and
righta have undergone important cl}ang{es. 'ﬂor are the umaterial oondl“tl?ns and
the social structures in which Chlldl‘?l’l 11_\7@ alwz;;ys the game 'to@a,:y as they were
50 wears ago. This development shou.lca_,A in JC]{IG view of the §wed.1;‘sn Government,
aff?eo't the contents of the convention which ig to be dwrafted ait the present time.

situation of the child
for instance, that in

5 It may also be recalled that since 1959 a large number of States have been
admitted asg Members of the United Hations. These States - which did not
particinate in the drafting of the 1959 Declaration - ought to be given an
IS o s . ey A N N R

ovportunity to influence the drafting oi the nev convention.

ju]
n

5. Lo vecards the contenis of the new convention, there are certain areas
o vegards

which, in the view of the Swedish Governmment, should be given particular
attention. It is important, for instance; to emphasize the effects which
ccononic- and labour market conditions may have upon the situation of children.
The résporqsibility of Govermments as regards the day-care of children of working
narents ought to be mentioned. '

7. Finally, it is essential that a new convention on the rights of the child
.chould be brought into line with other existing international agreements, in
particular the two International Covenants on Human Rights, and with certain
nev instruments which arc now belng prepared, for instance the Convention on
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. It may nrove useful also to
record in the preamble to the convention or in a separvate resolution certain
new objectives or guldelines which are diificult to expres:s

the

ag obligations in
operative part of the conventlon bub which should be pursued by States in

their long-term policies for the protection of children and the safeguarding of
their rights.

TULRKEY

[Original: Dnglish]
[© Wovember 1973]

The draft Convention on the Hights of the Child annexcd to resolution 20 (XXXIV)
has been studied by the competent Turkish authorities and has received s
Positive regponse. In fact, the contents of the draft Convention are in
conformity with the relevant Turkish legislation covering, namely, the
Drotoction, education, mitrition, accommodation of children, and in general the
“teps to be taken in order to enmable them to become useful members of the
Socioty.
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JHNTTED ARMB BUMIRATES

[Originals Arabic]

[2 November 1978]

The provisions of the drafi Convention contradict neither the principles of
Islamic law nor the pnrovisions ol the Provisional Comstitution of the United
Arab Emirates. The pronosed draft entailc the introduction of many guarantees
to provide chuldren with a better life by ensuring thelr physical and spiritual
Tormation and development, vhe develcoment of their abilities and judgement,
thelr growing up 1n an atmosnhere ol love and {riendship and their liberation
from all forms ol subjugation and exploilation, shuo making thom individuals
[it to support the gociety in which they live. Thie allivme their psychological
and social frecdom, ensuves lheir uprighticos and prevonls their deviation. ...
Ve have no objection io the provisicns of the aforementioned draflt Convention,
provided that the above points are taken into consideration.

UNTIDCD KINGDOII OF GREAT BRITS T AND ITORTIDRN INBLAND

[Original: English]
[6 December 1978 ]

The Government of the United Kingdom has the following obsewvations to make.

(i) The CGovermment of the United Kingdom will, ir nrinciple, supnort the
concept of a convention on tihe vights of tne child if it ig the will of the
majority of Ilember States that therc chould be one. Sc far asg the Unibted Kingdom
is concerned, the rights of cach child are well safeguarded in United Kingdom law.
It will, nevcrtheless, be recalled that the United Kingdom reserved its
pooition, in She Commicsion on Human Rights, on the need for such a convention
and considered that the matter nceded DHiorther study. So far, the nroposal for
a convention has not been adequately discussced.

(ii) The present texi of the draft Conveniion, annexed to
regolution 20 (XXXIV) of the Commission on lwman Rights, is 1n many rcspects
vague and oven te widely dilfering internretations. If there ig to be a
convenliion, there will e o need to elaborate a more orecime text than the
present one, which s based on the 1959 Declaratioa of the Nipghts of the Child.

(iii) It would bc appropriate for ary decision on the need for a convention
to awvait a full asscgsment of the results of activities and discussions vhich
are Lo take place during 1979 in connexdion wilh lhc Iaternational Year of the
Child. It would also vc uscelul for non-governmental orpanizations to be
consulted on this question ard their views taken into acccunt.

GARBIY

[Original: Bnglish]
[22 Wovember 1978]

1. As a humen person, the cnild has as much right as any other nerson to
protection and enjoyment of the lundamental human vighite proclaimed in the
1

Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in {1he International Covenants on
Human Rights.
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2 As a potential adult, the child is owed every right by his particular
country as a future leader and potential contributor to that country's
development. Indeed, in this respect, the child iz a valuable investment for
the future.

3 Ag rightly stated in the draft Convention, "the child, by reason of his
vhysical and mental immaturity, needs cpecial safeguards and care, including
appropriate legal protection, before and after birth”. Aleo, by virtue of his
helplessness and total dependency on his parents (or other adult guardians),
the child's interests and welfare are gco tied up with those of his adult
custodians that what happens, or doeg not happen, tc the latter has a direct
bearing on him. In practical terms this, for instance, means that as long as
some narents continue to earn under-subsistence wages and ag long as such
parents continue to live in sub-standard housing conditions, so long will the
welfare of their children contirmue to suffer; as long as the institution of
marriage is casually contracted and marriages continue to remain unstable, the
interests of the children from such marriages will continue o suffer.
Therefore, any measures for the safeguard and protection of the child must take
into account certain factors pertaining to the interests and welfare of adults
vhere these have a direct or indirect bearing on the interests and welfare of
the child. ' '

4. Zambia should have no problem in endorsing and adopting the draft
Convention on the Rights of the Child since most of the provisions therein
are in full accord with her own principles and ophilosophy on child caxe.
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B. Specislized agencies

THTERVATIONAL ILABOUR CRGANTSATION

[Originals French]

[27 October 1973]

The provisions contained in the draft Convention on the Rights of the Child annexed
to resolution 20 (XXXIV) ere in no way incompatible with those of the ﬁonventionﬁ
and recommendations adopted by the International Laehour Conference regarding the
protection of the child.

UNITED WATTIOWS TDUCATIONAT, SCIENTIPIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATTOW .

[Original: Prench]

[20 October 1978]

L. The draft text as propvosed by the United Netions does not avpear to accord
sufficient imporbtance to the right of the child to cultural development by
acknowledging, inier flia, broader rights to education and cultural ldvﬂbluj.

In our view, this drait should:

(i) Mention, in warticulsr, the right to be different ag defined in article 1,
paragraplh 2, of the dralt declaration on race and racial prejudice to he
gubmitted to the General Conference at its twentieth sessiong

-

(ii) Be based more closely on the iollowxnd three gtandard-getting iunstruments

“adoptad under the auspices of

I,‘I
[¢2]
o
K
}..l
=]
)
[s+]
or
;,_1
2

The Convention againgt DIi in Education,

The Recommendation concerning Iucation for Internstional Understsending,
o-overstion and Peace and Education relsting to Human Rights and
fundamental Freedoms,

The Reccmmendation on Particination by the Peovle et large in
Cultural Life and Their Contribution to It

(iii) Mention, in thisg year of thoe thirtieth snniverssry of the
Unlversal Declaration of Hﬁman ’l@hDS9 the right of the child to be

educated in resvect coi humen

g
ghnie s

(iv) Provide for the tes hts of the child to sdults (o similar

C G N
idea has already b@en congidered st the Internstional Congress on the
Teaching of Humen Rights held in Vienns from 12 to 16 oeotember 1973,

since the reoomnend tions made by the rapporteurs of the Congress contain
a pavagroph 11 which acknowledges the right of the child fto receive an
education in humen rights end suggests the vnrepsration of & specific
programme of instruction on the rights of the Gﬂllo).

2. On the basis of these verious considerations, UNESCO suggests the insertion of

.

supplementary provisions in both the presmbulsr and operative parts of the draf-
Convention,

+
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

[Originel: Dnglish]
B

Te A convention on the richts of lhe child ghoull constibule o realistic
contribution to Jhe "comprehensive care and the wcll<being of children oll over
the world". In {ihis regpect the vnresent draft evill apnears 1o be incoumvleis.
Although we velcome bthe initistive of elaboracing s legally binding instirument in
addition to iLhe Declarairon of the Righls of the Child, wie nove that Cthe proposed
convention does not contein neuw ideas and concepts. It eppears, on the contrary,

to bo veaker and less expliclt then the Declarstion.

fond

Ociober 19

o)

2 In order to be comprshensive we would like such a convention bto place bthe child
in hig various contexts, such as lhe family, bthe society, the legsl context, the

nev inlernational economic order, Ve would zlge velcome more detailed provisions

on che obligations of narents, both as individuels and as counles, of the femily and
the society, warticularly in relstion to the nromotior of child grouth and development
in it%ts threefold dimensions: onhysicsel, menval and cecnmotional. Furthernore, the rolc
of health and social gervices should be clearly defined.

C. Hon~-govermmeatal orcanizations

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF VWOMEN

[Originals TFrench]

[3 November 1975

1. The Internatlionsl Council of Vomen is & co-signasory of document B/CN.4/UGO/225.
We believe that o conveniion, however well thought out, may be incomplete, fail to
achleve its nurpose snd forfeit a1l chence of guccess if it is not based on studies
made and exwerience acquired during the Iaternstional Year of the Child,

2« AMny other approach would overlook the imvwortent role uhich ithe Yesr is slready
playing, and will conlinue to v»lay, ita mobilizing world nublic opinion.
Consequently, we meintsin the position set oul in document I3/CH.4/1C0/225.

WOIIEN' S INTERNATIONAL DEVMCCRATIC FEDLDRATION

[Originals French]
{26 October 1978]

1. cve WIDE strongly supporis the draft Convention submitted by a number of Siotes
at the thirty-fourih session of the Commission on Humen Richts sand expresses its
satisfaction at the facl that the Comnission on Human Rights, in its

resolution 20 (XXXIV), recowmends bthe conclusion of a convention on the rights of
the child and ils sdoption by the General Assembly, if possible during the
Internstional Year of the Child (1979).
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2. This Convention, which, after ratification by States, will have the force of
lav, could meke a gignilicant contribution to the imnrovement of bthe condition
(education, health, etc.) of children in meny countries.

3 WIDD therelore expresscs its agreerent wicn 21l 1lhe aclicles ol vhe draft
Convention on the Ripghts of the Child, which fully reflect the principles
proclaimed in the Declaration ol tone Righte of the Child of 1959, and will meke
the Convention an efflective legsl inztrument fcr the reslization of the riphts
ol ihe child.

4. WIDF ventures to make one suggeslion regsrding this excellent text, nemely
to include in 1t au additionsl srtbticlc vhereby Governmments would underitaske to
implement measures to ensure thet their mililary budpets are smeller ithan the
budzets for health, education aand social infrostructure (doy-care centres,
kindergartens, schools, efc,) and vould be requesied to submic periodic revorts
on the nrogress achieved in that direclion,

.

THTCRWATIONAL ASSOCIATION Of YOUTH MAGISTRATES

[Originalz English]
[31 October 1978]

1. The Internationsl Agsociation of Youth and rfamily lsgigstrotes fully endorses
the dralt Convention. In ite articles 1 1o X the dralt layg down s wcll~formulsted
catalogue of minimum conditions Lfor the mental, vhysical and educalicnal well-being
of the child. By being awerc of the fact that in many varts of the world,
industrislized and non-induslrialized, the actuel gituation still is for from
corresponding bto these conditions, they are considered most importani to further,
last but not least, harmony among peocnles by paying due atlention to the
generslions to coume.

2. ALl in ell, the International Association ol Youth aund Fanily tlagictrates
strongly advocates the United Wations efforis Lo avrive at a world-wide
convention on th: rizhts of the child.

TNTERUATTIONAL COIMIISSION OF JUNISTS

[Originals English]

[26 Octlober 1978]

The International Commirsion of Jurists [ully supports the proposal.

TUTERNATTOUAL »¥TDORATION O "IGIW LAVYERS ..

[Originels English]
{24 October 1978]

1. Vhen 1979 was declared the Internalional Yeor of the Child, we btook it lor
granted thel our celebralion thereofl vequired mectingcs and discussion during that
year, the results of which would be cowmmunicatled ... for use in the [inal drafting
of such a couvention. We Lherelorce schedulced for our 20th biennial internstional
congress to be held in Ociober 1979 in Saate e, New lMexico, a broad and in-denth
comoavabive gtudy of Jeus Tor Liae mrovechion of cntldroa, o+« Other NGOg, we
uncergbond, will be nolding gimilor weelincs o olher subjecls pertoining o
children.
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4.

2. It seems to us that it would be a gross disservice to the cause of children
to adopt a convention without considering the work of so many NGOz,  After all,
the very structure of the United Netions provides for ccngultative input by non-
governmental crgsnizations representing people et grass-roots levels,

3 It ig therefore respectfully requested that {the sdopltion of a convention on the
rights of the child be postponed until efter the msny current studies can be
completed and utilized. :

INTERUATTONAT UNION FOR CHILD WELFARED

[Originals PBnglish]
25 October 1978]

The TUCW has signed, together with a great number of other NGOs, the

document E/CN.A/NGO/225 of 23 February 1978, asking that the convention should not
enter into force until 1980, ..., 1In particulsr, we should sppreciste 1t being
pointed out to all participants thet the United Nations Declaration of the Rights
of the Child remsins an independent instrument in the same way as the

Universal Declaration of Humsn Rights, and thset it will retesin 81l ifs morsl force
and obligation.

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

[Original: Tnglish]
[20 Octover 1978]

1. My organization hasg slresdy made known its views, together with several other
organizations, in document E/ON.4/NGO/225 of 23 February 1970, in which support was
expressed for the ideo of the elsboration of a draft convention on the rights of
the child in the fremework of the Internationsl Year cf the Child.

2 We confirm that we favour such a development following from the principles
contained in the Declarstion of the Rights of the (hild, and note that these
principles will continue to hold validity in the form of this internationsl
instrument, establishing essentisl standards in the field of child protection.

WORLD MOVEMENT OF HNOTHERS

[Originals French]
[20 October 1973 ]

L. The World Movement of Mothers, together with many other internstionsl non-
governmental orgsnizetions, signed a communication which was submitted to the
Comnission on Humen Rights at its thirty-fourth session.

2. We congidered it more urgent, during this International Year of the Child,
to teke stock of the progress made in each country in imolementing the rights of
the child as slready defined.

3 Qur attitude has not changed and we suggest once agein to the Commission on
lluman Rights that considerstion of a draft convention on the rights of the child
should not begin until the results of the studies now in progress are known, that
is to say, at the thirty-sixth session of the Commission on Human Rights in 1980.
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WORLD UNIOKN OF CATHOLIC WOMEN'S ORCANIZATIONS

[Original: French]

[23 October 1973]
L. T wigh to recall that, st the thirity-foursh session of the Commission on
Humen Rights, the World Union of Cathelic Women's Ormaaizations, together wivh
20 other non--povernmental orgonizations, signed a communication in whicn it was
sucgested thet any discussion ol the subject ghould be vpeostnoned uniil the
1nixty-sixth session or the ?omxiG91015 zo 2s to enable 1he full benelit to be
dorived Tron the vesults of the verious activities during the Intermetional
Year of the Child.

~

2. I wisl. to confirm that lhe rosition of tre World Union of Cetholic Women's

1

Orzanizotions on this quesiion hag wot changed.
VORLD UIION Or' ORGAITZATIONS FOR THE’SAFEGUAHD OF YOUTH

[Original: Trench]
[29 Scoptoroer 1978]

with reference to the communication (B/Cil.4 /N 1G0/225) submitied to the Commission

o Homan Rights at its thirsy-tourta cession, a communicavion of which our
organization was a signatory, WJIOSY would like consideration of the draft

Conventicn 5o be nostnoned until the thirty-sixtbth scagsion of lhe Commission on

Human Rights in 1930, bty which tile the vesults ol lhe diflerent programmes
undertaken within tﬂo framevork of fthe I[nternctional Year of the Child will be known.

ITNTERIATIONAL TPEDERATICH OF HONG WCOHOMICS

[Originals Irench]
[10 sovember 10737

This organizetion ... ig whcelly "= Favour oy the dral v Convention, bus would like

the actual provigions of the Jrafl to be reviewed in the lisht of the work carried
out during bthe Infternalionai Yesr of the Child,

TUTERWATTONAL IUMATTTST AVD STHTCAL UNION
[Original: Bnplish]
[51 Cctlober 1970]

Lhough in generol we agree uith the bext submisied, we would like to offer

suzgestions for amendment. ... Moreovor, we also hope thaby it will be wogsible to
luciude ia one oi the sriticles the »hrase "every child hes o riaght 1o be born a
vanted child", for ve lcel that iir lhc child does notl get the love it needs to find
its place in society among its Teilow humon beings, this constituves o wental or
gocial handicsv,

JTHTEQVATIOMA L TNTCY OF JUDGLS

Originel: French |

[
[3L October 19701

Jue Internations] Unien of Judecoo awnroves the drs as a9 urole.
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II, SFECIFIC COMMENTS
Preamble
FEDERIL BETURLIC O GERMATY
[Originals French]
[8 Novembor 1978} 
bee paragfaph T, ¥ederal Republic of Germany, under General Comments.
NORWAY
Criginal: English]
2L

-
RS
[14 Hovember 1973

-

Add as *rd and Ath preambular paragraphs:

"Becognizing algo that the best interest of children shall be the guiding
principle for those responsible for the upbringing, education and
development of children.,

"Recognizing also that family and society share the resgponsibility for
children.”

STEDEN
[Criginal: Unglish]
[8 November 1978]
See paragraph 7, Sweden, under General Commentes.

UNITED NﬁTIONS LDUCLTICON L, SCIDNTIFIC /ND CULTURAL CRG/NIZATION

[Criginal: Prench]
[20 Cetober 1978]

The draft preamble should, at the very least, contain a reference to the three
standard-getting UNELCO instruments wmentioned abovs (see paragraph 1,

United Nations Educational, Scicntific and Cultural Organization, under General
Comments).

VORLD HBALTH CRGINIZATICH
[Original: Bnglish]
[31 Cetober 1978]

Llthough the draft Convention refers to '"the statutes of specialized agencies and
international organizations concerned with the welfare of children®, it would seem
most appropriate that some express reference he made to YVHO in the

Preamble to the draft Convention along the following lines:

. “Reaffirming the principles laid down in the Constitution of the
Vorld Health Organisation concerning the health of the child and the mother;

Bearing in mind that health development of the child is of basic importance
and that the promotion of maternal and child health and welfare and the
fostering of the ability of the child to live harmoniocusly in a changing total
environment are necessery for the achievement of the purposes of this Convention."
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NS INTERVATIONAL DEMOCRLDIC FEDERATION
r . .
[Original: French]
[26 October 1978]
Ifter the fifth preambular paragvonh of the draft Convention, which begins

"Having in mind', faa& the idea expressed at the tenth gvecial segsion of the
United Nabtions Qevoted to digarmament stressing the hope that Gevernments will take
steps to ensure that a vortion of the resocurces that could be saved by reducing world
arms expenditures is utilized, througn national or multinational programmes, to
ildren throughout the world, particularly in the

meet the basic needs of ¢
ceveloping countrics,

Irticle T

USTRILS . .
[Original: English
[12 October 1978]

The draft does not define the term “child'., More e espe cially, it does not say up
to what age an individual may be described as a

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
[Original: Spanish]
[5 October 1978]

The Dominican Republic, aware not only that, for the reasonsg stated in the
introduction, the child is physically and mentally immature, but also that, for the
same biological and mental reasons, legislators in almost every country have created
levels of dependency and responsibility such as parental auvthority and ‘
guardianship of children and adolescents, wishes to suggest that in

article 1, the words "politicnl or othor eninion' should be deleted, since although
the child's incapacity is recognized in the preamble, they could be interpreted

as meaning that his opinions would still have some relevance. ‘e would suggest that
the article in questloL should be amended to read as follows:

"Bvery child, without any excepticn vhatsoever, shall be entitled to the
rights set forth in this Convention, without distinction or discrimination

on account of race, colour, sex, language, religion, national or social
origin, property, birth or other status, whether of himself or of his family
or guardians. Moreover, the bo?itica] opinions or allegiances of the family
or guardians of the child shall not be a consideration preventing or impeding
the full enjoyment of these rlghto.

EDERAL REPUBLIC OF CGERIANY _
[Original: French]

[8 November 19738 ]

See paragraphs 3, 8 and 10, General Comments, and paragraph 2, Specific Comments,

Pederal Republic of Germapy. " )



MIDAGASCAR

[Original: French]

If it proves impossible to recach a consensus on the term 'child" (which would be

the ideal solution), it will be necessary to seek a broad interpretation of this
term or to harmonize the various critevia adopted by States regarding the age of the
child.

GPATN
[Criginal: Spanish]
[18 Hovember 1078]
Insert the words '"in or out of wedlock™ betueen the wvord "hirth" and the words
Yor other status'.
TITERN AT TONAL COMEITTREE OF THE ROD CROSOH
[Originals French]
[6 December 1978]

1. In analysing the draft Convention on the Rights of the Child, ICRC

must consider the relationship between the draft and the provisions of the Gencva
hild,

instruments concerning protection of the

2.  in examination of article T of the draft shows that its material scope has not
been defined. The article provides that the Convention shall apply to every child
fwithout any exception whatsoever®™, In the absence of any clavification, it could
be inferrec freom this that the material scope is very broad and that the draft is to
be applied in times of peace as well as in times of armed conflict,

Be Cnly article VIIT stinulates that “the child shall in all circumgtanceg be among
the first to receive protection and relief”, It seems to us that the words

fin all circumstances' apply to all the provisions and have been ingerted in this
article only to emphasize the fact that the child must always be among the first

to recelve protection and relief. Horeover, consideration of the provisions
themselves shows that they are very general in nature and capable of being cobserved
at all times. The provisicns attempt not so much to grant the child specific
rights connected with a particular situation, but to deal with general questions so
as to guarantee the child a harmonioun background for his physical and mental
development.

4y The personal scope of the draft has been defined, for the Convention is to
' notion of "child" has not, however, been made
1

e
apply to childxren (avticls I). :
clear, The concept variss from one culture to another. This silence seems wise
and will facilitate universal application of the Convention irvespective of local

peculiarities,

Se The context of ths CGeneva Convention and the 4Ldditicnal Trotocols is much
more precise. Their scope has Deen sgtrictly defined -~ they apply in situvations of
armed conflict, The notion of “child"” has not been defined for the purpose of the
Conventions and the Protocols as a vhole. fn age-limit of either 15 or 13 years
has, however, often been added, The provisions relating to the protection of
children therefore have a specific character., They define the rights of the child
in precise and practical terms.
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6. e are confrontco, oa thc ecas hanc, by a (raft conventiorn characterized by the
general and global natuvre of hoth itr scope ane ils nrovisions and, on the other,
by the provisions of the Geneva instrvments, -hic' are worc precige and ithich
apply only in times of armed conflict, The tvo tezts are nol iacompatible.

It is necessary
lav musl not
necessary Lo ex

-

~ofs Convention, ‘e congidercd vhether it vas

3 ans »f a rescrvation vpholding sxistiag lasr.
This does not sce e the case, siace the provisions of pesitive lav, which
go further than the proposcd lav, must be regarcce ne lages speciales. This is
particularly trve of the 1949 Cereva Conveations aac the Protocols additional
thereto vhich, as lgges specislcs for situvationr of armed conflict, vill rcemain
fully in force. 1, novever, thcre vagc any ¢Hubt on this point, a clavee should
be formulabed and neeriec ia Li¢ crafltb,

1. In order to avoio ary ambiguitly,. ¢ prorosc that the wiatcrial scope of the
draft shovld be clarifiec by the acdition of the vords "in all circumstances'
after the words “shall be entitled™ in article T,

LOCIDTY FOR COPsRLJITVE TEGISLATION
[Original: Trench]
[24 October 1978

Every child up to the ayc of 16 ycars, and ponssibly beyond in certain particular
cases, shall, without any exception vhatsoevcr, he entitled to the rights set forth
in this Convention, writhout distinction »v Jigcrimination on account of race,
colour, sex, language, religion, pelitical or other opinion, national oxr social
oripin, property, birth or other status, vhether of himself or of his family.

“rticle IT

DOLIINIC. N REDPUBLIC
[Oviginal:s  Spanish]
[5 October 1973 ]

1. Ve consider it appropriale to add, after thc vord "Cipnity" at the end of

the first sentence of article II, the vords "Children of vorking mothers shall
enjoy, from thc btimc of their brrih vnill they wcach school age, the assistance of
centres or day nurseries 'nich guarantec the care and assistance necessary for
their full development dvring these early years of their 1life.”

2. The last part of thig article could constitute a final clavse for the
operative part of the Convention, contained in a separate article rcading as
follows:
thrticlo

"In order to achicve the purvoses of the present Convention, the States
Parties thrreto shall, when enacting lawy governing this subject in their
respective covantries, giv: paramovnt consideration to the bost interests of
the chila",
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FEUDR:L REPUBLIC OF CORPL WY
[Or1icinnl:  French]
f“ ifovember 1€ 7%]
See paragrapn 6, Teleral Reprblic of CGerm oy, vnder Gercral Commentsd.
« 1):’11\‘1’
[Original: Spanish]
[19 Nevember 1973]
Betueen the words 'normal wannnr' and the vords Tant in conditions of freccdom
and dignity" insert the words "avoiding anything that damages or way impair his
ohysical or mental health, especially drugs in any of bhcir forms',
FOCH  ND +GRICULTURE ORGrWIZ, TICK CY THE UITITIED NATIOND
[Criginal: English]
[27 Octover 1973
There is no mention in the article of the emotional development of the ~hild.
ntatements referring to his/her over-all grovth and cevelopment refer instead 1o

moral and spiritual development, svoposedly to cover this important ama of
development

UNTTED W/TICHS TDuc.TI0T @, SCICWTTIRIC

4

D CULTURLY CRGNIZATICH
[Cripinal:  French]
L20 October 19781

Mongside physical, meuntal, moval, sniritual cnd social develcpment, an explicad

reforence shovld be made to 'cul fpural develeopment with due rcgard for national or
regional realities'.

RuD HOALTH RONIZATICWN
Original: Dnglish]

.
{
[ %1 Cotoler 19781

Friicle TI, first line,

It 13 not clear ageinst what the "speclel protectiion” is to be provided. ‘ould it be
apaingt harmfvl social environnent, against Jisease, ageinst abuse, etc.?
H = 2 3

Perhaps thig point should be clarificd.
‘rticle II, second line-

Tt is not clear vhat the bterm "other mcans' is mecant to cover. Is it intended to
refer to measurces vhich arc not lav in the strict sense, such as admianistrative acths
or practical meastres? Thig needs to be clarificd,

SOCILTY PO COMPAR,TIVE TECTLATTOW
[Original: TFrench]

[24 Octover 1573 ]

1. The ¢hild shell enjoy spccial protection and shall be given opportunities and
facilities, by lawv and by other means, %o enable lim to develop physically, mentally,
norally, splritvally and socially in - healilhy and normsl manner and in conditions of
freedom and dignity. In the enactment of larrs for this purpose, the best interestbs
of the childé shall he the paramouat coasideratinn.

2. be best interests of & e child g1all be the guidiar~ principle of thosc respons-—
11 . . . . . . .
Ible for his education asc euldance, thal vesponsibilily Ties 1n the firet place with
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hrticle ILL
FEDERAL REPUBLTC OF GERMANY
{Originals French]
[8 Hovember 1970
1. See paregraph 3, Tederal Revnublic of Germany, under General Comments.

£

sew In the opinion of the Federal Government, article IIL of the draft gives rise to
serious reservations, Although this provigion provides thet evexry child shall be
entitled from his birth to & naticrnality, 1t does not indicate how this right is to.
be implemented., Unlike the texts of other provisions concerning nationality
(article 15 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 10 December 1948 and
article 24, paragraph 3, of the International Covenant cn Civil and Political Rights
of 19 December 1966), article TII of the draft implies that the Convention wishes

to establish the child's nationality.

2. The seme inference could also be drawn from article I of the draft Convention,
according to which every child shall immediately e entitled to the rights provided
for in the Convention. If draft article IIL was merely in the nature of a
programne, this provision would be superfluous.

3. Immediate application of article IIT must not, moreover, cause us to forget
that the absence of the other essential requirements for the acquisition of a
nationality means that, in its present wording, this article is doomed to failure,
because it cannot be supposed that the Convention wishes to compel every Contracting
Party to introduce the principle of "jus soli',

4, Nowhere does the acquisition of netionality by birth depend solely on the

natural fact of birth; quite the contrary, apart from birth, all nationality laws
require additional elements which must be related to the birth and which are the
»2ally essential factors conferring nationality. These correlative factors sanctified
as principles by international law, which in general govern acquisition of a
nationality through birth in the State granting it, sre:

Descent from parents having the netionality of the State in question;
Birth in the territory of that State.

I The reluctance of States Members of the United Hations to meet the minimal
requirements imposed by the rules of the Convention on the Reduction of
Statelessness of 30 August 1961 is shown by the small number of States that has
accepted that instrument. In the circumstances, it would seem ill-advised to expect
article III of the draft convention to provide a solution to the fundamental problem,
vhich in practice is still unresolved, of the acquisiticn of nationality by birth.
The draft would in no way be impaired if this provision were omitted. In its place,
it would be better to urge Members of the United Nations to accept the Convention of
30 August 1961 or to take account of that Convention's principles in their internal
law,
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[Original: English]
[3 November 1978 ]
The child's right to a nationslity, which is dealt with in Principle 3 of the 1959
Declaration, is an importent point which requires further examination. A child
should not be stateless if at least one of its parents has o nationslity. In cases

wvhere both parents are stateless, the child should be able to ascquire the nationality
of the State in which it was born or in which it resides.

Article TV
AUSTRIA
[Originel: English]
[12 October 1975 ]
The scope of article IV is not clear. There is a possible incongistency between

Yithe child!s" right to adequate pre-natal care and the possibilities for legal
abortion provided in sowe countries.

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMARY
[Originals French]
[8 November 1978 ]
See parsgraphs 3 ond 6, Federal Republic of Germany, under General Comments.
SPATN
[Originals Spanish|
[18 November 1978}

After the words "social security", add the words "as a direct or privileged
beneficiary thereof".

The purpose of this is to prevent any discrimination on grounds of lack of bonds
of filiation.

[Originals Bnglish]
[8 November 1978 ]

Medical attention and care as well as a healthy physical environment are important
Prerequigites for the sound development of the child. These matters should be ,
developed in o wore elaborate way than in Principle 4 of the 1959 Declaration. It

is importent, for instance, to prevent children from being subjected to practices
which involve physical abuse and affect their present and future health or well-being.
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FOOD AID AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

[Originels Bnglish)

[ 27 October 1975 ]

r*,

1. The importence of interrelationships beiween the verious areas cf development
is not clearly indicated. In its present forw, the draft fails to make it clear
that (1) adequate nitrition of the child is linked with his over-all develcopment
even more than with his heelth and that (ii) adequate nutrition of the mother is
of paramount importance for the nutrition of the younger child,

2. It is, therefore, suggested to rewcrd article IV as follows
"he child shall enjoy the benefits of social securify. IHe shall be
entitled to healthy srowth and develovment; to this end, special care and
protection shall ve provided veth to him and to his mother, including adequate
food and pre-natal and post-natal care, The child shall have the right to
adequate nutrition, housing, recreation and medical services."

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATIOHN

[Original: English]
[31 October 1978]

Article IV, first and second lines:

We have some difficulties with the provision "he shall be entitled to grow and
develop in health", because the right to be healthy, as the proviesion seems %o
suggest, appears to be . unrealigiic. We assume that the authors of the draft
probably envisege that the child should grow and develop in a healthy environment.
If so, the sentence could be amended accordingly.

A rtlcle V

BARBADOS
[Original: English]
[7 Hovember 1978]
Though generally there may be full agreement with this article, yet it is observed

that the responsibility under this article should rest with the parents of the child
and the public authorities.

PINLAND

[Original: English]
[7 November 1978]

The following proposal is made for amendwments to draft orticle Vi

"Handicapped children should not be separated from societys they shall be
entitled, according to their capacities, to the same services and activities
as other children." (%o be inserted after the proposed sentence).



FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY
[Originals French]
[3 Fovember 1978]
See paragraph 6, Federal Republic of Germany, under General Comments.
GREBCE
[Original: Bnglish]
[17 Novenmber 19781
The Greek Governmwent suggests the following addition:
"The child who is physically, socially or mentally handicapped shall be given
the special treatment, education and care required by his particular condition,
within the context of his family and of the school system for normal children,
if at all possible."
NORWAY
[Original: English]
[14 Hovember 1978]
Amend as follows: '"Children who are physically, mentally or socially handicapped

shall be given the treatwent, education and care required to enable them to develop
fully, according to their particular condition.”

SWEDIH

[Original: English]
[8 Tovember 1978 ]
1. There are particular groups of children who are in need of special protection

and 1t is desirable that the convention should cover their situation more thoroughly
than in Principle 5 of the 1959 Declaration.

24 The handicapped children require special support by the society in which they
live, and States should be prepared to make certain undertekings in their regaxd.
Their integration into the general educational system is one important point worthy
of further examination.

VFOOD AID AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED FATIONS

[Original: English]
[27 October 1973]
The word "ewmotionally'" should be added as many children the world over are

handicapped in this area. Article VI maltes indirect reference to the basic sense
of frust and security but it should be gtated in a more straightforward manner.
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THIERNATIONAL UNION OF JUDGES

[Original: TFrench]
[31 October 1973]

1. It should be expressly affirmed in grticle V, even though it has already been
noted in certain international documents, that the mentally handicapped child must
enjoy the same rights as all other persons of his country and of his age and that
the treatment reguired by his condition must be paid for by the society in which he
lives whenever his parents are unable to weet the necessary expenses.

2, Some of the principles set forth in the Declaration of the rights of the
mentally retarded person adopted a2t Jerusalem in 19638 by the International League
of Societies for the lentally Handicapped should be added to the article concerning
mentally handicapped (or retarded) children.

3 It is emphasized that the problems of maladjusted children are of fundamental
importance because generally the moulding of a balanced citizen who works,. abides
by the lews and contributes to the advancement of the society in which he lives
depends entirely on the provision of s suitable education to the child in his early
years, even if he is maladjusted or handicapped.

Article VI
BARBADOS
[Original: English]
[7 Hovember 1978
The payment of State and other agsistance towards the waintensnce cof children of
large families is degirable but 1t is suggested that a family should be encouraged
to limit its size, especially where it becomes difficult to adequately provide for
these children.
FINLAND
[Original: English]
[7 Tovember 1978 ]
The following proposals are made for amendments to draft article VI
"Where necessary, governments should, by economic or other arrangements,
ensure the possibilities for parents to take care of their children'

(to be inserted after the first sentence);

The wording "be separated frow his wother', at the end of the second sentence
to be replaced by the wording "be separated from hig parents";

The last sentence to be replaced by the following sentence: "Governments
shall ensure the livelihood of families with children and provide the necessary
family counselling and domestic services". ‘ ' '



IEDERAL RoPUBLIC OF GLRMAITY

[Original: Irench]
(8 Hovember 1978 ]

See paragraphs 3, 6 and 7, Federal Republic of Germany, under General Comments.
CREECE

[Originals English]|
[17 Vovember 1973]

1. The Greek Government considers that the role of the failher for the normal
development of children has been so far underestimated and should be stressed in the
future. It supcgests the folloving alteration starting o8 from the middle of the
paragraph.

"... a child of tender years shall not, save in exceptional circumstances,
be separated from lLis parente.”

2. DBecause of the growing problem of child abuse (non-accidental injury) by one or
both of Diig parvents ov his caretakers, the Greek Government feels that special mention
should bc made of the problems of these children. 1t susgests the folloving revording:

... society and the public authorities shall have the duty to extend
particular care to children not only without a family, but also those whose
families are evaluated as unable to care for the child in the present and
future, regardless of support [rom public authorities., The child in that case
degerves to grow up in an environment which can guarantec his optimal
development. Payment of State and other assistance ..."

NORWAY

[Originals English]
(14 November 1978]

1. Delete the following phrase:s

"a child of tender years shall not, save in exceptional circumstances, be
separated from hig mother."

2. Amend the last sentence to recad as follows:

"Economic support for families with children, through appropriate mechanisus,
is desirableo."
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[Original: Spanish]
[18 Wovember 1973]

1. After the words "children without a family" insert the words "arvanging for them
to be placed, wherever possible, in the wost appropriate family envirvonment and, with
respect to those without weans of support, supplying thewm with the necessary assistance
and preventing them from being uprooted from the family envivonment". The words

"and to those without adequate means of suppori!" would accordingly be deleted,

2. The purpose of this is to avoid the effects of being placed in institutions and,
so far as possible, to encourage acceptance in families and adoption.
SWEDEI
[Original: English]
[0 November 1978 ]
The child's need of close contacts with both parents - and not only with the mother -
is:a fact which ought to be adequately reflected in the convention. Generally, the

equality of children with respect to. education, social and health care is a
fundamental element.

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

[Original: English]

[31 October 1975 ]
Article VI, fourth line:

We have gowme difficulties with the reference to "woral security" and would prefer
the deletion of "moral". The provision would thus read: "... in an atmosphere of
affection and gecurity; ..."

INTERNATIONAL COURCIL O WOMEN

[Original: French]
[3 November 1978 ]

Article VI seems to us to be ambiguously formulated. It is obviously simed at
providing the child with optimum conditions for the harmonious developument of his
personality but the juxtaposition, in one and the same article of the Convention, of
love and family allowances is not felicitous. There seewms to be a problem of
drafting, if not of substance.
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SOCTETY FOR COMPARATIVE IEGISLATION

[Originals French]
[24 October 1978]

The child, for the full and harmonious development of his personality, needs love
and understanding. He shall, wherever possible, grow up in the care and under
the responsibility of his parents and, in any case, in an atmosphere of affection
ond of moral and material security; a child of tender years shall not, save in
exceptional circumstances, be separated from his wother, although his ties with
his father shall not thereby be weakened or broken, and a child belonging to a
divided internationel family shall, so faor as possible, maintain his ties with
‘both his parents. OSociety and the public authorities sghall have the duty to
extend particular care to children without a family, to those belonging to a
divided international family and to those without adequate means of support.
Payment of State and other assistance towards the maintenance of children of
large families is desirable.

INTEREATTOWAL HUMANIST AND ETHICAL UNION

[Originals BEnglish]

[31 October 1978 ]

In the light of other world problems, especially the population problem, we doubt
whether it is desirable to include in article VI the sentence "payment of State
and other assistance towards the maintenance of children of large families is
desirable". This, in effect, nullifies efforts to decrease population in the
vorld. We agree that States should be encouraged to achieve an adequate standard
of living for their citizens and feel that it might be better to replace the
-above~mentioned sentence by a sentence to that effect.
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Article VII
BARBATOS

[Originals Fnglish?

{7 November 1978

Freo and compulsory education should mot only be in the clementary stage but rather
up to a stabsed maximum age corresponding to the minimum age contémplated in
article IX.

PEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

[Original: French)

-

{8 November 1978}

See paragraphs %, 6, 7 and 8, Federal Republic of Germany, under General Comments.

GREECE

EOriginal: English}
[17 November 1978}

It is well known that great doubts have been expressed as to the value of the current
educational system in all countries. The main argument against it is that it leads
to conformity and it stifles individuality. The Greek Government considers this to
be true and therefore it suggests the following rewording of paragraph 1.

"The child is entitled to receive education, which shall be free and
compulsory, at leagt in the elementary stages. He shall be given an education
which will regpect his unique individuality and promote his general culture and
enable him on a basis of equal opportunity to develop bhig abilities, his
individual judgement and hig sense of moral and social responsiblity, and to
become a useful member of the society.”

NORWAY
TOriginal: Tnglish'
M14 November 1978

The article should read ag follows:

opportunity of play, social activities and recrsation, as a means to ensure their
full mental and physical development. Society and the public suthorities ghall
endeavour to promote the enjoyment of this right.

"1. Childr-n, including childr<n of pre school age, shrall have full
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2. Children are entitled to receive education, which shall be free and
compulsory, at least in the elementary stages. The bvagic school shall, in
undergtanding of and collaboration with the homes, give children an education
which will promote their general culture and enable them, on & basis of egual
opportunity, to develop their abilities, their individual judgement and their
senge of moral and sccisl responsibility, and to become useful and self-reliant
members of societly.

2. Education shall have a global perspective. It shall promote the
respect for human rights and fundamental freedome. It shall also promote
understanding, tolerance and friendship smong pecples, and further activities
of the United Nationsg for the maintenance of peace.”

PORTUGAL

F o o s L
Original: Erench}

. 27 October 19787

Paragraph 1 of article 7 could be amended by deleting the word Ygeneral before the
word "culture® and by adding the word 'participation' after the word "responsibility'.

SPAIN

zOriginalz Spanish]
[18 Wovember 1978 |

1. In paragraph 1, replacs the words "and 4o become a ug=eful member of society" by
the words "so that he will be capable, by himself and as a result of the training he
has received, of coping with the necesgsities of life and will be a ugeful member of

socicty'.

2. The purpose of this is to emphasize fthe ingtrumental role of education and to
engure the active participation of the child in the community through the exercige of
hig own free choice regarding the future course of his cducation.

SWEDEN

]

loriginal: Engligh

'8 November 1978]

Immigrant children encounter special problems, for instance in respect of their
schooling. In many cases, it is important for these children to be taught their own
language and the culture and nistory of their country of origin. It should be
further examined what rules regarding the rights of such children could be included
in the convention.
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FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORCANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATTONS

foriginals English)
F27 October 1978

‘Paragraph 2 of the draft article should be modified as follows: "The best interests
of the over-all growth and development of the child shall be the guiding principle
of those responsible for his education and guidance: that responsibility lies in the
firet place with his parents", to take account of the importance of the
interrelationships betwcen the various areas of development,

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANTIZATION
"Original: French]

F'o7 October 1978

1. More explicit reference should be made to the fact that the Convention againgt
Digcrimination in Bducation, in article 4 {a), sets out "to make primary cducatiion
Izee and compulsory; meke secondary education in its differcnt forms generally
available and accessible to all'. Article VIT of the drafi Convention might also
refir to the guiding principles of the Recommendation conc-rning Education for
International Undergtanding, Co-operation and Pesce and Bducation relating to
Human Righte and Fundemental Freedome {part ITI) and, in particular, ihe notion of
international education contained in paragraphs 5 and 6 of that text.

2. The last paragraph of article VII should be based to a greater extent on the
Recommendation on Participation hy the People at Large in Cultural Life and Their
Contribution to I+t by teking up the idea of effective safeguards for free access to
national and world cultures by all members of society (paragraph 4 (b)), including
children, and the idea of protzcting and enhancing all forms of cultural expression
such ag national or regional langusges, dialects, folk arts and traditions both past
end pregent, and rural cultures as well as cultures of other socisal groups
(paragraph 4 {g)). particularly as essential conditions for ‘enuine cultural
devezlopment of children of all human groups.

3. Emphasis ghould also be placed on two basic elements for the cultural development
of the c¢hild: the achievement of conditions conducive to creative work and artistic
expression, and the development of cultural education and artistic training in
educational and training programmes aimed at multiplying opportunities for intellectual,
manual or gestural creation (paragraphs 4 (k), (n) and {n)).

4. Finally, in the light of resolution 3 (XXXIII) of the Commission on’

Eumam Rights and resolution 32/12% of the General Assembly of the United Nations, the
draft Convention should place greater emphasis on the need for rapid and effective
encouragement, at all levels of education, but also outside the education system, of
knowledge of human righte by children and knowledge of the rights of the child by
adults. Emphasizing that better knowledge of human rights would make a vital
cogtxibution to the maintensnce or establishment of peace, to cconomic development
and to social progress in the world, the draft Convention should contain an additional
article relating specifically to such instruction: "Educaiion in human rights shall
algo be afforded to childwren snd should, trerefore, be given from the stage of primary
gohool omwards and also outside the school gystem, in particular in the family".
“Th@Arightg of the child shall slso be tavught at all levels of education as well as
outside the school system, in professional, culiural or co operabive associations.”
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TNTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

& . .
(Originals French}

'3 November 1978

1. T+t seemg to us that paragraph 2, which is presented as a "sub-article”, does not
go far enough and weakens the last preambular paragraph, "Proclaiming that mankind

owes to the child the best it hes Yo give'.

2. While 1t might be difficult to introduce such a formula into the text of a
conventvion, we should like it to be said that every adult is responsitle for the
children with whom he comes into contact, in the widesgt gense of the word: 1in our
opinion, no adult has the right to offend or neglect a child: +the child must be
respected,

SOCTETY FPOR COMPARATIVE LEGISLATION

.
{Originals French'!

o4 October 19781

1. he crhild is entitled to receive education, which ghall be free and compulsory.

He shall br given an education which will promote his general culture end ensble him,
on a basis of ecual opportunity, to develop his abilities, hisg individual jJudgement
and hig gense of moral and gocial responsibility, and to become a us<ful member of

society

2. The child shall have full opportunity for play and recreation which ghould be
cirectad to the sams vurposes as education; societv and the public auvtnorities shall
endeavour to promote the enjoyment of this wight.

INTERNATTIONAT UNION OF JULCES

I . .
i Original: French]

131 October 1278

The Tnternational Union of Judges is of the opinion thet certain fundamental
recuirements of children should be stated sufficiently clearly. The following are
zome of them:

(1) The importance of the early years of 1life of every person and the absolute
necessity of a suitable education, which 1s alwavs the best means of developing
children’s physical and mental capacitys;

{?) The school should provide an all-round education covering both the physical
and the intellectual and moral training of the child, even if he is handicapped;

(5) The school should be viewed as a social institution wiich completes the
vork of the family, varticularly in cases where both parenis, or the peison to whose
f?re the child is committed, are in employment which keeps then away from home Most of
vhe @ays and where the mother has only a fow hours in the afternoon or the evening in
wrich to tend to her child
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Article VIIT
AUSTRIA
loriginals Fnglish ]

112 October 1978]

The purpose of article VIII is not clear. Does it mean that in case of danger
children are to be rescued before adulis? A more deteiled wording of this srticle

would be degirable.
FTEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

{Originals French}

28 November 19781
Sec paragraph 7, Federal Republic of Germany, under General Comments.

Article IX
DOMINTCAN REPUBLIC
{Original: Spanish1

5 0Dctober 19787

By way of comment only, we would cdraw attention to the fact that tie provisgions of
articles IX and X of the draft have been given detailed treatment in various ILO
international agreements on other questions; it might be advisable to review tihosc
agreements in case their contrnts should be expanded.

GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
fOriginals English?

521 November 1978}

Morr precise lrgal language gshould be used in article IX, paragrapn 2, to formulate
the impermigeibility of admitting children to employment or an occupation.

FEDERAL, REPUBLIC OF GERMANY
EOriginal: French}
'8 November 1978 ]
See paragraph 6,‘Federal Republic of Germany, under General Comments.

SPAIN

foriginal: Spanish.

"18 November 1978
Add a paragraph 3 reading: "The child shall be protected by means of adecuate

sducation against any type of manipulation, whether in regard to information,
consumption, sex, ete.



SOCIETY FOR COMPARATIVE LEGISLATION
iOriginals Frenoh}
"o4 October 1978

1. The child ghall be protected against all forms of neglect, cruelty and
exploitation. He -ghall not be the subject of trade or traffic, in amy form.

2. The child shall not be admitted to employment before.an appropriate minimum ages;
he shall in no case be caused or permitted to engage in any occupation or employment
whaich would prejudice his health or education, or interfere with his physical,

mental or moral development.

Article X
DOMINTICAN REPUBLIC

"Original: Spanish]
"% October 19781

See Dominican Republic, under Specific Comﬁent89 article IX.

FEDERAL REPUBLIC O GERMANY

r . -
. Originals French}

8 November 1978
See paragraphs 6 and 7, Pederal Republic of Germany, under General Commcmts
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

"Original: French)

-3 Novembar 1978}

We ghould 1like this article to follow immediately after article I, of which it is
the continuation.

SOCIETY FOR COMPARATIVE LEGISLATION

"Original: TFrench'

L24 October 1978

The child shall Dbe protected from practices which may foster racial, religious or any
other form of discrimination. He shall be brought up in a spirit of understanding,
tolerance, friendship among peoples, peace and universal brotherhood, and in full
consciousness that his energy and talents should be devoted to the Survioe of hisg
fellow men. The child of a divided international family shall preserve his ties
with both his parents even if they are of different relmgl@ﬁs9 and in no case shall
rillglon be taken into consideration for the purposcs of the devolution of the right
oY custody.
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Articles XT and XIT

AUSTRIA

Originals Tngligh)
12 Octob-r 1978

The Austrian Federal Government does not favour a periodic reporiing svetem of the
kind ¢nvigaged in articlen XI and XII. The results likely to e achieved do not
seem to warrant the workload such a system would entail botl nationally and in
connexion with the discussion of guch reports in international orgenizations. As g
compromise solution, one report, to be filed about three years after the entry into
force of the Convention, could be envigaged. '

BARBADOS
|Original: Tnglish]

*7 November 1978}

Regarding article X1, it is recommended that in view of the fact that there wag a
United Nations declaration on the rights of the child in 1959, all signatories to the
suggested convention be asked to submit a preconvention statement on the present
situation of their services for children prior to the ratification of the convention.

CYPRUS
Orviginal: FEnglish|
515 November_l978}
1. A% the end of article XI, add a new paragraph to read ag follows:

"Reports shall indicate the factors and difficulties, if any, affecting
the implementation of the present Convention."

» Articl- XIT should be reformulated ar follows:

"The reports submitted by the States Parties under article XI shall be
conpidered by the Fconomic and Social Council, which may make general
obrervations, suggestions and recommendations and bhring them to the attention of
the General Assembly. "

NORWAY
EOriginalz Englishj
E14 November 1978}
Add as new article XI:

1,
1

he States Parties undertake to establish or designate the administrative
organs to be responsible for the protection and promotion of the rights of
children.,® N
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Articles X7 and XIT

Ohservations:

1. Lowell fupcbionung roporiing svstem ig of 1lc prresvesl suvortance for © e
cffectave wmplementiation of & conven,inn ot ihie kand. Thc penor’ ings svsbenm aad in
pariicular vhc chorce of v © orgar responsitle for Lre cxamration of ¢ e roports
spovld ihereTore be givea very ce ~eful considera ion,

’

? Obviou-t r 4.~ ticonomic snd Sociral Courcil wust be closrl  asgociated wi h che
promotion and follow up of tne provisiors conwained i1n "e Convention, Tt 1o well
kaown. " owever, iral e workload of + ¢ Cow.eal 18 8luicad, muc Yoo ~cavr, I,
mvetl e expectcd to Lacrease fartrer voer toe twpeorlan’ rask of cxarining revorls
submi Li~d o, Stebe~ ir accoraance wit aclicle 17 2f - Inbte-1e” tonal Covepant on
Economic, Social and Cul tural Riel ve 1g "Llly accumed

3. T goegbion will ihreofore Pave 1o be psled w etrer e Deonomic and Socral
Council 1g lef o wivh suificient capacaitr for a serious consi1deravion of national
repocls on e rigris of ¢ 1ldren. Ir doe view of thc Dorwegran avw orities, 11
would be drsirarle o discuse t orvoue’ L wrether Th1is bacz srovlda aol be grven 1o
anotrer Unitcd Netiong hods, The bub Commission on Preveriion of Mscrimicetion
and Protecirion of Minorities appears 1o be vwrll suited For 1bis purpose.

TRTERNATIONAL COUNCTIL OI' WO

t
Original- Frencb}

% November 19781

We hope trat every Stete Party s11] be recvested Lo submitl reguler arnual reports on
the amplemen e tron of the Convenlion,

INTERNATTONLL ¥PDERATION OFf WO Lu.UYTIS

Origrnal: Engllsh]

2/ October 1978

We believe thet fne provisionrs for implcacrtatioa ombodied 3 srvicls XI of wue dral.
Convertion arc wnadequate ard voal + s most 1rporlar malu e reculres furcrer
careful «iudsy.

INTIANATIONAT UNTON TOR CHIT 0 UTF AARL

Ogx~inal: Engllsa]

r?b Octomer 19 81

e arc commniat di o lurbea bt e apparcst 1nadesuocir~ of 1mplene vetionr containcd 1o
eslacle Y1 of tn drafl Convrotion 2. no orwen a~nre L0 ~ave bcen get 1p wrich would

be ergponsible for 1 e gtudy of *1 reporis. In 2dd 100 w o aot tuark Vet a
report every fave vears woulc br oo enificrent <efeovare (or an « fieclive
il eme~tatior of the Conveavion ffre late<t roport puolrgaed b {ae LLOU on their

Converiion on +tie . inimum age 2° ermploymer (No 133, L7 3) ¢ ovrny that over

£ o

50 mllion c¢~ildren vader !« agc of 12 ere Fullt emplored «1toor 1n factories or on
1

th land, e2lso rceme Lo potne Ly trc 1nodecuacy ol an wrplcuerntation of o Convencion

of way of coports.
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
| 20 October 1978

We believe that draft article XI is not satisfactorr ag regards implementation, since
there is no provigion for a special body charged with this responsibility.

Articles XVI-XLZL
DOMINTCAN REPUBLIC

Original: Spanieh]

5 October 1978

L. Articles XVI et gec. should be arrvanged differently so that the ordrr would be,
firet, the provigions relating to signature, then the provisions relating to
ratification of the Convention and finallw, in a separatc article, the provisions

relating to accession.

2. Denunciation, forming the subject of the cloging article, should be dealt with
later, after the aforementioned provisions. The provisions rolating to entry into
force should also be get out in the article on the mattex.

ZAMBIA
'Original: English]
(22 Wovember 1978 ]
Article XVI is endorsed on the understanding that States have ratified the Convention

independently and voluntarily and, therefore, can similarly denounce it provided they
have good and plausible reasons for doing so.



