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I. ISSUES THAT REQUIRE ACTION BY OR ARE BROUGHT TO THE 
ATTENTION OP THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

A. Draft resolutions 

I. Report of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities on its thirty-fourth session !_/ 

Study of the problem of discrimination against indigenous populations 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling its resolution 1589 (l) of 21 May 1971 Commission on Human Rights 
resolutions 22 (XXXVTI) of 10 March 1981 and 1982/19 of 10 March 198 2 and 
resolutions 8 (XXIV), 5 (XXXIII) and 2 (XXXIV) of the Sub-Commission on 
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, 

Recognizing the urgent need to promote and to protect the human rights and 
fundamental freedoms of indigenous populations, 

Bearing in mind the concerns expressed in this regard at the World Conference 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination In 1978, 

Believing that special attention should be given to appropriate avenues of 
recourse at the national, regional and international levels in order to advance the 
promotion and protection of the human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous 
populations, 

Mindful of the conclusions of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities and of the Commission on Human Rights 
that the plight of indigenous poeples Is of a serious and pressing nature and 
that special measures are urgently needed In order to promote and protect the 
human rights and fundamental freedom of indigenous populations, 

1, Decides to authorize the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination 
and Protection of Minorities to establish annually a working group on indigenous 
populations which shall meet for up to five xrorking days before the annual sessions 
of the Sub-Commission In order to reviexf developments pertaining to the promotion 
and protection of the human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous 
populations, including information requested by the Secretary-General annually 
from Governments, specialized agencies, regional intergovernmental organizations 
and non-governmental organizations in consultative status, particularly those of 
indigenous peoples, to analyse such materials, and to submit its conclusions to the 
Sub-Commission bearing in mind the report of the Special Rapporteur of the 
Sub-Commission; 

l/ See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1982/19, and chap. XVIII. 
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2. Further decides that the Vorking Group shall give special attention to 
the evolution of standards concerning the rights of indigenous populations, taking 
account of both the similarities and the differences in the situations and 
aspirations of indigenous populations throughout the world; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to assist the working group on indigenous 
populations and make all necessary arrangements to enable it to carry out its 
functions. 

II. Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in any part of the world, with particular reference 
to colonial and other dependent countries and territories; 
summary or arbitrary executions 2/ 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 3/ which guarantees 
the right to life, liberty and security of person, 

Having regard to the provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, 4/ which states that every human being has the inherent right 
to life, that this right shall be protected by law and that no one shall be 
arbitrarily deprived of his life, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 34/175 of 17 December 1979 i n which 
the General Assembly reaffirmed that mass and flagrant violations of human rights 
are of special concern to the United Nations and urged the Commission on 
Human Rights to take timely and effective action in existing and future cases 
of mass and flagrant violations of human rights, 

Further recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution 8 (XXIII) of 
16 March 19^7 on the question of violations of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in any part of the world, 

Mindful of General Assembly resolution 36/22 of 9 November 1901? which 
condemns the practice of summary and arbitrary executions, 

Bearing in mind resolution 5 on extra-legal executions of the 
Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of 
Offenders, ^J 

Deeply alarmed about the occurrence of summary or arbitrary executions, 
including extra-legal executions, that are widely regarded as being politically 
motivated, 

2/ See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1982/29, and chap. X. 

3/ General Assembly resolution 217 A (ill). 

4/ General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex. 

5_/ Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the 
Treatment of Offenders (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.81.IV.4), p. 8. 
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Convinced of the need to deal urgently with the question of summary or 
arbi trary exe cuti ons, 

1. Strongly deplores the increasing number of summary or arbitrary-
executions taking place in various parts of the world; 

2. Decides therefore to appoint for one year a special rapporteur to 
examine the questions related to summary or arbitrary executions; 

3- Requests the Chairman of the Commission, after consultations within the 
Bureau, to appoint an individual of recognized international standing as special 
rapporteur; 

4« Considers that the special rapporteur in carrying out his mandate may 
seek and receive information from Governments as well as specialized agencies, 
intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations in 
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council; 

5. Requests the special rapporteur to submit a comprehensive report to the 
Commission at its thirty-ninth session on the occurrence and extent of the 
practice of such executions together with his conclusions and recommendations; 

6. Urges all Governments to co-operate with and assist the special 
rapporteur in the preparation of his report; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all necessary assistance to 
the special rapporteur; 

8« Requests the Commission on Human Rights to consider the question of 
nummary or arbitrary executions as a matter of high priority at its 
thirty-ninth session under the agenda item "Question of the violation of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms in any part of the world, with particular 
reference to colonial and other dependent countries and territories". 

III. Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in any part of the world, with particular 
reference to colonial and other dependent countries and 
territories; situation in Equatorial Guinea 6/ 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling its resolution 1981/38 of 8 May 1981 and its decision I98I/167 
of 16 July 1981, 

Bearing in mind Commission on Human Rights resolution 1982/34 of 
11 March 1982, 

6/ See chap. XXVI , sect. A, resolution 1982/34, and chap. X. 
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Mindful of the role that the United Nations could play in the promotion, the 
protection and the restoration of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the 
world, 

Conscious of the request of the Government of Equatorial Guinea for assistance 
in the restoration of human rights and fundamental freedoms in that country with a 
view to ensuring, in particular, the right of the population to participate in the 
management of public affairs in the country, 

1. Takes note of the plan of action proposed by the Secretary-General jj 
on the basis of recommendations submitted by the expert appointed pursuant to 
Commission on Human Rights resolution 33 (XXXVl) of 11 March 1980; 8_/ 

2. Regrets the delay in the implementation of the measures envisaged in 
the plan of action? 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, with expert assistance if necessary, 
to discuss with the Government of Equatorial Guinea the role that the 
United Nations could play in the implementation of the plan of action; 

4. Invites the Government of Equatorial Guinea to co-operate with the 
Secretary-General in this respect; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to inform the Economic and Social Council, 
at its second session of 1982, of the steps taken to implement this resolution and 
to report further to the Commission on Human Rights at its thirty-ninth session; 

6. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to review this question at its 
thirty-ninth session. 

IV. Question of a convention on the rights of the child 9./ 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 33/l66 of 20 December 19789 34/4 of 
18 October 1979 and 35/131 of 11 December I98O, as well as resolution 36/57 of 
25 November 1981 by which the Assembly requested the Commission on Human Rights 
to continue to give the highest priority to the question of completing the draft 
convention on the rights of the child, and Economic and Social Council 
resolutions 1978/18 of 5 May 1978 and 1978/40 of 1 August 1978 as well as 
Council decisions 1980/l38 of 2 May 1980 and I98I/144 of 8 May 1981, by which the 
Economic and Social Council authorized a meeting of an open-ended working group 
of the Commission on Human Rights for a period of one week prior to the 
thirty-eighth session of the Commission in order to complete the work on a draft 
convention on the rights of the child, 

2/ E/CN.4/1495. 

8/ E/CN.4/1439 and Add.1. 

_9_/ See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1982/39s and chap. XI. 

- 4 -



Considering" that it was not found possible to complete the work on this 
convention during the thirty-eighth session of the Commission, 

Taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1982/39 of 11 March 1982, 

1. Authorizes a meeting of an open-ended working group for a period of 
one week prior to the thirty-ninth session of the Commission on Human Rights to 
facilitate the completion of the work on a draft convention on the rights of the 
child 1 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the Commission on Human 
Rights at its thirty-ninth session all relevant material relating to the draft 
convention on the rights of the child. 

V, Question of the human rights of all persons subjected to any 
form of detention or imprisonment, in particular; torture and 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment of punishment 10/ 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling" General Assembly resolution 36/60 of 25 November 1981» ^>7 which the 
Commission on Human Rights was requested to complete as a matter of the highest 
priority, at its thirty-eighth session, the drafting" of a convention against 
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, and 
Economic and Social Council resolution 1981/37 of 8 May I98I by which the Council 
authorized a meeting" of an open-ended working group of the Commission on Human Rights 
for a period of one week prior to the Commission's thirty-eighth session to complete 
the work on a draft convention against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment, 

Considering that it was not found possible to complete the work on the 
convention during" the thirty-eighth session of the Commission, 

Taking" note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1982/44 of 11 March 1982, 

1. Authorizes a meeting" of an open-ended working group for a period of 
one week prior to the thirty-ninth session of the Commission on Human Rights to 
complete the work on a draft convention against torture and other cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment ; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the Commission on 
Human Rights at its thirty-ninth session all relevant material relating to the 
draft convention. 

10/ See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1982/44? and chap. VIII. 
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B. Draft decisions 

1, Question of the violation of human rights in the occupied 
Arab territories, including Palestine 11/ 

The Economic and Social Council, noting Commission on Human Rights 
resolution 1982/lA of 11 February 1982, endorses the Commission's decision that 
a seminar on "Violations of human rights in the Palestinian and other territories 
occupied by Israel" be held at tho United Nations Office at Geneva and requests 
the Secretary-General to make the appropriate arrangements for the organization 
of the seminar and to report to the Commission on Human Rights at its 
thirty-ninth session, 

2. The adverse consequences for the enjoyment of human rights of 
political, military, economic and other forms of assistance 
given to the colonial and racist regime in South Africa 12/ 

The Economic and Social Council takes note of Commission on Human Rights 
resolution 1982/12 of 25 February 1982, and approves the decision of the 
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to 
mandate Mr. Ahmed Khalifa, Special Rapporteur, to continue to update the list of 
banks, transnational corporations and other organizations giving assistance to 
the racist and colonial regimes of southern Africa and to submit, through the 
Sub-Commission, the revised report to the Commission. 

3. Question of the realization in all countries of the economic, 
social and cultural rights contained in the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and in the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, and study of special problems which the 
developing countries face in their efforts to achieve these 
human rights 15/ 

The Economic and Social Council, noting Commission on Human Rights 
resolution 1982/17 of 9 March 1982, approves the Commission's request to the 
Working Group of Governmental Experts on the Right to Development to hold two 
meetings of two weeks each in Geneva, the first in June/July 1982 and the second 
in September/October 1982. 

4. Report of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination 
and Protection of Minorities on its thirty-fourth session; 
question of slavery and the slave trade in all their practices 
and manifestations, including the slavery-like practices of 
apartheid and colonialism 14/ 

The Economic and Social Council, noting Commission on Human Rights 
resolution 1982/20 of 10 March 1982, endorses the Commission's decision, pursuant 
to an invitation by the Government of Mauritania, to authorize the Sub-Commission 

ll/ See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1982/l A, and chap. II. 

12/ See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1982/12, and chap. V. 

13/ See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1982/17? and chap. VI. 

14/ See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1982/20, and chap. XVIII. 
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to send a delegation not exceeding" two persons, to be appointed by the Chairman 
of the Sub-Commission in consultation with the Government of Mauritania, to visit 
Mauritania in order to study the situation and ascertain the country's needs. 

5. Report of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination 
and Protection of Minorities on its thirty-fourth session; 
exploitation of child labour 15/ 

The Economic and Social Council, noting1 Commission on Human Rights 
resolution 1982/21 of 10 March 1982, endorses the Commission's recommendation 
that the study prepared by Mr. Abdelwahab Bouhdiba on the exploitation of child 
labour 16/ should be printed and g'iven the widest possible distribution, including 
distribution in Arabic. 

6. Question of the human rights of all persons subjected to any 
form of detention or imprisonment, in particular; question 
of missing* and disappeared persons 17/ 

The Economic and Social Council, noting Commission on Human Rights 
resolution 1982/24 of 10 March 1982, approves the Commission's decision to 
extend for one year the term of the mandate of the Working Group on Enforced 
or Involuntary Disappearances, as laid down in Commission resolution 20 (XXXVl) 
of 29 February 1980, and requests the Secretary-General to continue to provide 
the Working Group with all necessary assistance, in particular the staff and 
resources it requires to perform its functions in an effective and expeditious 
manner, and if necessary to make the necessary arrangements to ensure the continua 
of the Secretariat's work. 

7. Question of hitman rights in Chile 18/ 

The Economic and Social Council, noting Commission on Human Rights 
resolution I982/25 of 10 March 1982, approves the Commission's decision to extend 
the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Chile 
for one year and requests the Secretary-General to make arrangements for the 
provision of adequate financial resources and staff for the implementation of 
Commission on Human Rights resolution 1982/25. 

15/ See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1982/21, and chap. XVIII. 

16/ E/CN.4/Sub.2/479. 

17/ See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1982/24, and chap. VIII. 

18/ See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1982/25, and chap. III. 



8. Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in any part of the world, with particular 
reference to colonial and other dependent countries and 
territories; situation of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in Poland 19/ 

The Economic and Social Council, noting- Commission on Human Rights 
resolution 1982/26 of 10 îlarch 1982, approves the Commission's decision to request 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations or a person designated by him to 
undertake a thorough study of the human rights situation in Poland. 

9. Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in any part of the world; with particular 
reference to colonial and other dependent countries and 
territories; situation of human rights in El Salvador 20/ 

The Economic and Social Council, noting Commission on Human Rights 
resolution 1982/28 of 11 March 1982, approves the Commission's decision to extend 
the mandate of the Special Representative on the situation of human rights in 
El Salvador for another year and the Commission's request to the Special 
Representative to present his report on further developments in the situation of 
human rights in El Salvador to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh session 
and to the Commission on Human Rights at its thirty-ninth session. 

10. Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in any part of the world, with particular 
reference to colonial and other dependent countries and 
territories; situation of human rights in Guatemala _2l/ 

The Economic and Social Council, noting Commission on Human Rights 
resolution 1982/31 of 11 March 1982, approves the Commission's request to its 
Chairman to appoint, after consultation within the Bureau, a special rapporteur 
of the Commission whose mandate will be to make a thorough study of the human 
rights situation in Guatemala, based on all information which he may deem 
relevant, including any comments and information which the Government of Guatemala 
may wish to submit, to be presented to the Commission at its thirty-ninth session. 
The Council requests the Secretary-General to give all necessary assistance to 
the special rapporteur of the Commission. 

19_/ See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1932/26, and chap. X. 

20/ See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1932/28, and chap. X. 

2l/ See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1982/31, and chap. X. 



11. Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in any part of the world, with particular 
reference to colonial and other dependent countries and 
territories: human rights and mass exoduses 22j 

The Economic and Social Council, noting* Commission on Human Plights 
reso lution 1982/32 of 11 March 1982, approves the Commission's request to the 
Special Rapporteur, in order to facilitate consideration by the General Assembly 
of his study on human rights and massive exoduses, to explore further with 
interested Governments, the Secretary-General, United Nations agencies and 
specialized agencies, intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental 
organizations the study and the recommendations contained therein, to convey 
their observations together with his comments to the General Assembly in the 
course of introducing his study (E/C1\T.4/1503";;")? ail(l to remain available for 
consultations with the Group of Governmental Experts on International 
Co-operation to Avert New Plows of Refugees as required, 

12. Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in any part of the world, with particular 
reference to colonial and other dependent countries and 
territories 25/ 

The Economic and Social. Council, noting Commission on Human Rights 
resolution 1982/33 of 11 March 1982, approves the Commission's decision to extend 
the mandate of the Special Envoy appointed to carry out a thorough study of the 
human rights situation in Bolivia for another year and requests the 
Secretary-General to give all necessary assistance to the Special Envoy. 

13. Further promotion and encouragement of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, including the question of the programme and methods of 
work of the Commission; alternative approaches and ways and means 
within the United Nations system for improving the effective 
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms 24/ 

The Economic and Social Council, noting Commission on Human Rights 
resolution I982/4I of 11 March 1982, endorses the Commission's request to the 
Secretary-General, within the world-wide programme for the dissemination of basic 
international instruments on human rights, to disseminate widely, as a matter 
of priority and in as many languages as possible, the Declaration on the 
Elimination of all Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion 
or Belief. 2Jp_/ The Council also endorses the Commission's request to the 
Secretary-General to issue, as soon as possible, a pamphlet containing the text 
of the Declaration, together with relevant articles of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, in 
the six, official languages of the United Nations, and to give the widest 
dissemination to the pamphlet. 

See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1982/32, and chap. X. 

See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1982/33? and chap. X. 

See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution I982/4I? and chap. IX, 

General Assembly resolution 36/55' 

22/ 

23/ 

24/ 

25/ 
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14» Advisory services in the field of human rights; 
assistance to Uganda 2§J 

The Economic and Social Council approves the decision taken by the 
Commission on Human Rights in its res olution 1982/37 of 11 March 1982, to 
request the Secretary-General, in response to the interest expressed "by the 
Government of Uganda, to provide consultative advisory services and other forms 
of appropriate assistance to help the Government of Uganda to take appropriate 
measures to continue guaranteeing the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, paying particular attention to the following areas? (a) the need for 
appropriate assistance to restore a law library for the High Court and Ministry 
of Justice; (b) the need for a qualified and experienced expert to serve as 
Commissioner for the revision of Ugandan laws in conformity with recognized 
norms of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and the printing of consolidated 
volumes of the revised laws 5 (c) the need for the training of prison officers with 
a view to securing the application of recognized norms on treatment of 
prisoners; and (d) the need for the training of police officials, particularly 
investigative and scientific experts. 

15. General decision concerning the establishment of a working 
group of the Commission to examine situations referred to 
the Commission under Economic and Social Council 
resolution 1503 (XLVIII) and those situations of which 
the Commission is seized 27/ 

The Economic and Social Council approves the decision of the Commission in 
its decision 1982/103 of 11 March 1982 to set up a working group composed of 
five of its members to meet for one week prior to the thirty-ninth session, to 
examine such particular situations as might be referred to the Commission by 
the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities 
at its thirty-fifth session under Economic and Social Council 
resolution 1503 (XLVIIl) and those situations which the Commission has decided 
to keep under review. 

l6. Report of the Commission on Human Rights 28/ 

The Economic and Social Council takes note of the report of the Commission 
on Human Rights on its thirty-eighth session. 

26/ See chap. XXVI, sect. A, resolution 1982/37? and chap. XXI. 

27/ See chap. XXVI, sect. B, decision 1902/103, and chap. X. 

28/ See chap. XXV. 
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II. QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE 
OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES, INCLUDING PALESTINE 

1. The Commission considered agenda item 4 concurrently with item 9 (see 
chap. VII) at its 5"th "to 11th, 13th, l6th, 17th and 18th meetings, held from 
3 to 8 February 1982 and on 9, 11 and 12 February 1982. 

2. By its resolution 1 A (XXXVII) of 11 February 1981, the Commission had decided 
to place that item on the provisional agenda of its thirty-eighth session as a 
matter of high priority. 

3« For the consideration of that question the Commission, in accordance with 
paragraphs 15, 19 and 20 of resolution 1 A (XXXVII), had before its a note by the 
Secretary-General pursuant to the Commission's request for relevant information 
concerning Arabs detained or imprisoned as a result of their struggle for 
self-determination and the liberation of their territories (E/CN.4/1481); a report 
of the Secretary-General on the measures to bring resolution 1 A and B (XXXVII) to 
the attention of all Governments, the competent United Nations organizations, the 
specialized agencies, the regional intergovernmental organizations and the 
international humanitarian organizations and to give it the widest publicity 
(E/CN.4/1482). In addition the Commission had before it a note by the 
Secretary-General (E/CN.4/1483 and Add.l) drawing the Commission's attention to 
reports and documents issued since the closure of the thirty-seventh session of 
the Commissions A/36/13; A/36/35; A/36/385; A/36/559; A/36/26O; 
A/36/655-S/14746; A/36/579; A/36/588; A/36/305; S/14821; A/36/846; A/36/853; 

A/36/854; A/36/855 and A/36/706-S/14762. 

4. The Commission heard statements by the observers for Morocco (5th Meeting); 
Israel (6th and 8th meetings); Viet Nam (7th meeting); Tunisia (7th meeting); 
German Democratic Republic (8th meeting); Iraq (9th meeting); Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya (sth meeting); Nigeria (9th meeting); Hungary (9th meeting); 
Egypt (9"bh meeting); Democratic Yemen (lOth meeting); the representative of the 
League of Arab States (7th and 10th meetings) and the representative of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (5th and 9th meetings). 

5. The Commission also heard statements by the following non-governmental 
organizations in consultative status s category I - World Muslim Congress 
(llth meeting); category II - International Indian Treaty Council (6th and 
10th meetings) and the International Organization for the Elimination of All Forms 
of Racial Discrimination (7th meeting). 

6. The report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting 
the Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories (A/36/579) was 
referred to by the majority of speakers. They considered it an important document 
that gave an accurate account of the deteriorating condition of the civilian 
population in Palestine and other occupied Arab territories. According to those 
speakers the population of those territories was deprived of its most fundamental 
human rights. The members of the Special Committee were commended for the 
objective and impartial manner in which they had carried out their mandate, despite 
Israel's persistent refusal to co-operate. 

7. The overwhelming majority of speakers condemned Israel's annexation of the 
Golan Heights. It constituted a flagrant act of aggression against a sovereign 
State and a challenge to the international community as a whole. It violated 
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international law, in particular the law prohibiting the acquisition of territory 
by force. The annexation had been condemned by the Security Council 
(resolution 497 (l98l) of 17 December 198l) and by General Assembly resolution ES-9/l 
of 5 February 1982 as null and void and as being in flagrant violation of the fourth 
Geneva Convention relative to Protection of Civilians in Time of War of 
12 August 1949* Some speakers added that the international community should 
assume its responsibility by proceeding beyond the stage of verbal condemnation 
and impose sanctions against Israel under Chapter VII of the Charter of the 
United Nations. 

8. The representative of the Palestine Liberation Organization stated that the 
cause of human rights in Palestine had not advanced because of Israel's contempt 
for human rights, exemplified in the latest report of the Special Committee. 
Israel was using systematic repression as an instrument to bring about a radical 
change in the Arab character of the occupied territories. The repression 
manifested itself in demolition of houses, restriction of fundamental freedoms, 
expropriations of land and the use of Arab water wells for Jewish settlements. 
All such actions should be viewed in the widest perspective, i.e. as designed to 
annihilate the Palestinian population. That policy of repression was supported, 
if not actively encouraged, by the United States. The rights of the Palestinian 
people had been repeatedly set forth in United Nations resolutions. The 
United Nations and, in particular, the Commission, had to face the challenge of 
giving an operative character to their paramount resolutions. The struggle for 
recovering and defending the rights of the Palestinian people was a struggle against 
colonialism and could only be won if that people developed its own potential, 
whatever the cost. 

9. One speaker called for the expulsion of Israel from the United Nations, because 
of its repeated violation of the Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. The reprehensible behaviour of Israel, supported by the United States, 
undermined the authority of the Organization at a moment when the very existence of 
the United Nations was at stake. Many delegations condemned Israel's persistent 
refusal to abide by General Assembly and Security Council resolutions, especially 
those calling for a complete Israeli withdrawal from the occupied territories, 
including Jerusalem. 

10. Many delegations expressed grave concern at the systematic and constant 
violations of human rights in the occupied Arab territories, including Palestine, 
which resulted in the continuous deterioration of the situation.in the area. They 
denounced the assistance, both military and financial, that Israel received from 
certain countries, and the policy of oppression to which the population was exposed. 
The increased settlement drive, in violation of article 49 of the fourth 
Geneva Convention, combined with the behaviour of extreme Jewish settlers towards the 
local Arab population, was aimed at effecting a radical change in the demographic 
structure and political status of the occupied territories, and the local population 
was left without legal remedies. Several delegations endorsed the conclusion of 
the Special Committee that the fundamental violation of human rights lay in the 
very fact of occupation. 

11. It was pointed out by a number of delegations that Israel's annexation of 
Jerusalem and its declaration that Jerusalem was Israel's "eternal capital" was 
part of the policy of Judaization of the Holy City. The holy places of Islam were 
particularly affected by the excavations carried out in Al Haram El Sharif Mosque. 
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12. Many delegations condemned the conclusion of partial agreements and separate 
treaties, such as the Camp David Accords and the Washington Treaty, as acts of 
treason against the Palestinian people. Those instruments avoided the core of the 
issue by denying the Palestinians the right to determine freely their own future by 
realizing their inalienable right to self-determination. In the view of one 
delegation, those agreements did not violate the principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations! on the contrary, through negotiations vast stretches of land 
either had or would soon be returned to one country. The observer for Israel 
stated that the Camp David Accords provide a practical framework for a comprehensive 
settlement of all aspects of the Arab-Israeli dispute, including the question of 
Palestinian Arabs. 

13. An overwhelming majority of speakers condemned Israel's persistent refusal to 
apply the provisions of the fourth Geneva Convention of 12 August 1949 and deplored 
the difficulties faced by the International Committee of the Red Cross in fulfilling 
its humanitarian task. According to the fourth Geneva Convention, it was an 
obligation for Israel to facilitate the task of ICRC in order to alleviate the 
sufferings of a population under occupation. In the opinion of the observer for 
Israel, Israel was the only country in the world that allowed representatives of 
ICRC to visit any prisoner or detainee within 14 days of detention; in addition, 
he stated that prisoners were permitted to talk to Red Cross officials without the 
presence of Israeli guards. 

14. In the view of one delegation, the solution to the Palestinian problems was to 
be found through brotherhood respect, peace negotiations, and patience. The 
representative of that delegation shared the view that there was a need to protect 
human rights and self-determination in the occupied Arab territories, and he 
distinguished between those who were committed to the destruction of Israel by 
refusing to negotiate and those who followed the "human rights path" and insisted 
upon negotiated moves towards peace. He noted that negotiations had resulted in 
a substantial reduction of the occupied territories between the thirty-seventh and 
thirty-eighth sessions of the Commission. 

15. Several speakers drew a parallel between zionism and apartheid, and condemned 
the co-operation existing between Israel and the racist régime of South Africa. In 
the view of one delegation, both régimes committed war crimes within the scope of 
the Hague Convention concerning the laws and customs of war and the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. In the view of one non-governmental organization, 
Israel was pursuing a racist ideology by evicting the indigenous Palestinians, 

16. The observer for Israel stated that the fourth Geneva Convention was not 
applicable to the sui generis nature of the administered areas, although Israel 
applied the humanitarian provisions of the Convention on a de facto basis. The 
same observer censured the Special Committee and pointed out that Israel 
administered the territories in full accordance with international law, and ensured 
all inhabitants and visitors complete freedom of worship, unrestricted freedom of 
movement, education, speech and press. Those arrested in the territories were 
given a fair trial and the right of appeal in an open court in the same way as 
Israelis. According to the same observer, Israel had never executed a single 
terrorist. Acquisition of land and Jewish settlement in the territories followed 
procedures in full conformity with both local and international law. He condemned 
attempts to deny the Jewish people their rights by manipulating the principle of 
self-determination. Any reconsideration of certain resolutions of the 
Security Council and of the General Assembly by the Commission on Human Rights would 
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exceed the scope of the l a t t e r ' s mandate. The observer for I s rae l concluded h i s 
statement by pointing out that many of those delegations that had c r i t i c i zed I s rae l 
had recent ly been condemned by various in ternat ional organizations for f lagrant 
v io la t ions of human r i g h t s . 

17. The representat ive of the Palest ine Liberation Organization emphasized that h i s 
delegation rejected a l l projects of autonomy, which were new ways of disguising the 
annexation of the Arab-occupied t e r r i t o r i e s and would lead to the t o t a l elimination 
of the Arab character of those t e r r i t o r i e s . Self-determination for the Palest inian 
people should be obtained in the i r own country. There was no jus t i f i ca t ion for the 
I s r a e l i arguments that the Pa les t in ian people, because they were l iv ing i n Jordan, 
should have self-determination in that country. The Pales t in ian r igh t to 
self-determination should be exercised in Pa les t ine , as had been recognized by the 
in te rna t iona l community. 

18. At the 9"th meeting, the representat ive of Cuba introduced draft resolut ions 
(E/CN.4/1982/L.3, draft resolut ions A and B) sponsored by Algeria, Bulgaria, 
Byelorussian Soviet Soc ia l i s t Republic, Cuba, Cyprus, Democratic Yemen, ^J India, 
I raq , ^J Jordan, Morocco, *J Pakistan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, Viet Nam, */ 
Yugoslavia and Zimbabwe. Afghanistan, f/ Yemen, ^J Ethiopia, Gambia, I ran, *J 
Madagascar, */ Nigeria, ~fj Qatar, ^J Senegal and Zambia joined the sponsors of the 
draft reso lu t ion . 

19. The Cuban representa t ive , on behalf of the sponsors, ora l ly revised paragraph 15 
of draft resolut ion E/CN.4/1982/L.3 A by replacing the words "headquarters of the 
United Nations" by the words "United Nations Office at Geneva". 

20. At the 13th meeting, the representat ive of Cuba introduced draft 
re solution E/CN.4/1982/L.6 sponsored by Algeria, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet 
Soc ia l i s t Republic, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, */ India, I raq , ^ / Jordan. Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, _*/ Morocco, ^ / Pakistan, Syrian Arab Republic, Viet Nam, *J Yemen, ^J 
and Yugoslavia. Afghanistan, ^J Gambia, I ran , ^ / Nigeria, ^J Qatar, ^J Tunisia _*/ 
United Arab Emirates ^J and Zambia joined the sponsors of the draft resolut ion. 

21. The Cuban representat ive ora l ly revised, on behalf of the sponsors, draft 
resolut ion E/CN.4/l982/L.6 by inser t ing in paragraph 3 the words "and the systematic 
v io la t ion of human r igh t s in the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , including Pa les t ine" , 
af ter the words "United Nations". 

22. At the 16th meeting, an estimate of the programme budget implications 
(E/CN.4/1982/L.5) l / of draft resolut ion E/CN.4/l982/L.3 A was brought to the 
a t tent ion of the Commission. 

23. Draft resolut ions E/CN.4/1982/L.3 A and B and draft resolut ion E/CN.4/1982/L.6 
were put to the vote at the 17th meeting, on 11 February 1982. 

^J In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3> of the rules of procedure of the 
functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council. 

l / An estimate of the administrative and programme budget implications of the 
Commission's resolut ions and decisions appears in annex I I I . 
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24. At the request of the representat ive of Cuba, draft resolut ions A and B in 
document E / C N . 4 / 1 9 8 2 / L . 3 were voted upon separately by ro l l -ca l l» Draft 
resolut ion A, as revised, was adopted by 32 votes to 3 , with 7 abstentions. The 
voting was as follows; 

In favours Algeria, Argentina, Braz i l , Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet 
Socia l i s t Republic, China, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Ethiopia, 
F i j i , Gambia, Ghana, Greece, India, Jordan, Mexico, Pakistan, 
Panama, Peru, Phi l ippines , Poland, Senegal, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Togo, Uganda, Union of Soviet Socia l i s t Republics, Uruguay, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe. _2_/ 

Against; Aust ra l ia , Canada, United States of America. 

Abstaining; Denmark, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, I t a l y , Japan, 
Netherlands, United Kingdom of Great Br i ta in and Northern Ireland. 

25. Draft resolut ion E / C N . 4 / 1 9 8 2 / L . 3 B was adopted by 41 votes to 1. The voting 
was as follows; 

In favour; 

Against; 

Algeria , Argentina, Austra l ia , Braz i l , Bulgaria, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socia l i s t Republic, Canada, China, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Cyprus, Denmark, Ethiopia, F i j i , France, Gambia, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, India, I t a l y , Japan, Jordan, 
Mexico, Netherlands, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Phi l ippines , Poland, 
Senegal, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Uganda, Union of Soviet 
Soc ia l i s t Republics, United Kingdom of Great Br i ta in and 
Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 3 / 

United States of America. 

26. At the 17th meeting, a r o l l - c a l l vote was taken on draft 
resolut ion E/CN.4/1982/L.3 as a whole. The draft resolution was adopted by 32 votes 
to 1, with 9 abstent ions. The voting was as follows; 

In favour; 

Against; 

Abstaining; 

Al ger ia , Argentina, Braz i l , Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet 
Soc ia l i s t Republic, China, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Ethiopia, 
F i j i , Gambia, Ghana, Greece, India, Jordan, Mexico, Pakistan, 
Panama, Peru, Phi l ippines , Poland, Senegal, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Togo, Uganda, Union of Soviet Soc ia l i s t Republics, Uruguay, 
Yugoslavia, Zaire , Zambia, Zimbabwe. _4/ 

United States of America. 

Aust ra l ia , Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
I t a l y , Japan, Netherlands, United Kingdom of Great Br i ta in and 
Northern Ire land. 

2/ The representat ive of Rwanda subsequently s tated that he would have voted in 
favour of draft resolut ion E/CN.4/1982/L.3 A. 

2 / The representat ive of Rwanda subsequently stated that he would have voted in 
favour of draft resolut ion E/CN.4/1982/L.3 B. 

j4_/ The representat ive of Rwanda subsequently stated that he would have voted in 
favour of draft resolut ion E/CN.4/1982/L.3 as a whole. 
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27» For the text of the resolution, see chapter XZVT, section A, 
resolutions 1982/1, A and B. 

28. At the same meeting, at the request of the representative of the United States 
a roll-call vote was taken on draft resolution E/CN.4-/1982/L.6. The draft 
resolution, as revised, was adopted by 22 votes to 11, with 7 abstentions. The 
voting was as follows? 

In favour; Algeria, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, China, 
Cuba, Cyprus, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Greece, India, Jordan, 
Pakistan, Poland, Senegal, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Uganda, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Yugoslavia, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, jj/ 

Against; Australia, Canada, Denmark, Fiji, France, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

Abst aining; Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica, Mexico, Panama, Uruguay, Zaire. 

29. At the 17th meeting, statements in explanation of vote before the vote were 
made by the representatives of Peru and Fiji. 

30. At the 18th meeting, statements in explanation of vote after the vote were made 
by the representatives of Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, Denmark, 
France, the Federal Republic of Germany, Greece, Italy, Mexico, the Netherlands, 
the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, the United States, Uruguay, Zaire and Zambia. 

31. For the text of the resolution, see chapter XXVI, section A, resolution 1982/2. 

_5/ The representative of Rwanda subsequently stated that he would have voted 
in favour of draft resolution E/CN.4/1982/L.6. 
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III. QUESTION OF HUMAN EIGHTS IN CHILE 

32. The Commission considered agenda item 5 at its 40th and 41st meetings, held on 
2.6 February and 1 March 1982, and at its 56th meeting, held on 10 March 1982. 

33. By its resolution 9 (XXXVIl) of 26 February I98I, the Commis sion decided to 
consider at its thirty—eighth session, as a matter of high priority, the question of 
human rights in Chile. By that resolution the Commission also extended the mandate 
of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Chile for a further 
year and requested him to report on further developments in the situation of 
human rights in Chile to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session and to the 
Commission on Human Rights at its thirty—eighth session. 

34. The General Assembly, at its thirty-sixth session, had before it the report of 
the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Chile (A/36/594) and on 
16 December I98I the Assembly adopted resolution 36/157 by which it requested the 
Commission on Human Rights to study thoroughly the report of the Special Rapporteur 
at its thirty-eighth session and invited the Commission to extend the mandate of the 
Special Rapporteur for another year. Also in that resolution, the Assembly requested 
the Commission to report on the situation of human rights in Chile to the Assembly 
at its thirty-seventh session. 

35. In connection with its consideration of the item, the Commission had before it 
the following documents ; 

The report of the Special Rapporteur to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-sixth session (A/36/594)j 

The additional report of the Special Rapporteur, bringing up to date the report 
to the General Assembly (E/CN.4/1484); 

A written statement submitted by the Inter-Parliamentary Union, a non­
governmental organization in consultative status (category i) (E/CN.4/1982/NGO/1 
and Add.l); 

A written statement submitted by the Women's International Democratic 
Federation, a non-governmental organization in consultative status (category i) 
(E/CN.4/1982/NGO/14); 

A written statement submitted by the World Student Christian Federation, a non­
governmental organization in consultative status (category II) 
(E/CN.4/l98 2/NG0/18)1 

A written statement submitted by the Christian Democratic World Union, a non­
governmental organization in consultative status (category II) 
(E/CN.4/1982/NGO/19); 

A written statement submitted by the International Indian Treaty Council, a non­
governmental organization in consultative status (category II) 
(E/CN.4/1982/NG0/2.8). 

36. The Commission heard statements by the observers for the German Democratic 
Republic and Hungary at the 41st meeting. 
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37- The representatives of the following non-governmental organizations in 
consultative status made statements at the 41st meetings World Federation of Trade 
Unions (category i); International Commission of Jurists (category II); 
International Indian Treaty Council (category II); Women's International League for 
Peace and Freedom (category II); "̂ orld Student Christian Federation (category II) 
International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples (Roster) ; Indian Law 
Resource Centre (Roster). 

38. At the 40th meeting, the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Abdoulaye Diéye, introduced 
his report (E/CN.4/1484)5 which was to be read in conjunction with the report he 
had submitted to the General Assembly (A/36/594)» ln introducing his report, the 
Special Rapporteur expressed regret that the Chilean Government had refused to 
co-operate with the United Nations. The Government based that refusal on the 
discriminatory treatment of Chile by the United Nations. The Special Rapporteur 
noted that the Commission could select the method it deemed most appropriate to the 
specific cbvacteristics of any situation and that the fact that all situations were 
not treated in an identical manner was not an argument against the methods chosen by 
the Commission. The Special Rapporteur reviewed the different points contained in 
his report, mentioning the constitutional and legal provisions un;er which two types 
of state of emergency had been established and certain basic human rights limited; 
he also mentioned violations of the right to life and physical security, torture, 
the increase in arrests and limits on the right to a fair trial. The persecution of 
the church and of persons active in the defence of human rights was also referred to 
by the Special Rapporteur, as was the still unsolved problem of the missing persons. 
The Special Rapporteur concluded that the situation in Chile had not improved and 
expressed hope that the Government of Chile would take steps to co-operate with the 
Commission. At the end of the debate on the item, at the 41st meeting, the Special 
Rapporteur made a statement commenting on points raised during the discussion. 

39» In 'thé course of the debate, many speakers expressed their appreciation to the 
Special Rapporteur for his impartial and objective report and for the manner in 
which he had discharged his difficult task. The failure of the Chilean Government 
to co-operate with the Special Rapporteur was depl red by most speakers. Many 
speakers referred to the requests by the General Assembly and the Commission to the 
Chilean authorities to take specified concrete steps that could enable the 
Commission to consider terminating the mandate of the Special Rapporteur; those 
speakers expressed regret that the Chilean authorities had refused to take those 
steps. 

40. Most speakers stated that the human rights situation in Chile had not improved 
but had even deteriorated in certain respects; several speakers characterized the 
situation in Chile as one of gross, flagrant and systematic violations of human 
rights which contravened the international human rights obligations of Chile. 
Reference was made to the new Chilean Constitution which limited a wide range of 
human rights, established two types of state of emergency or siege, and restricted 
the powers of the courts to review actions taken by the authorities. Many speakers 
referred to increases in the number of arrests, the deaths of persons as a result of 
actions by the authorities, torture and ill-treatment by security authorities, and 
the conditions of detention of political prisoners. Many speakers expressed concern 
at the failure of the authorities to provide information concerning the hundreds of 
persons who had been arrested between 1973 and 1977 and were still missing. The 
deterioration of the economic, social and cultural rights of the Chilean people was 
referred to by many speakers; that deterioration was reflected, in particular, by 
the high rate of unemployment, the reduction in real wages and deterioration in the 
health services and in the educational system. Limitations on trade union rights 
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were noted, as was the plight of the indigenous populations. Some speakers referred 
to the persecution of lawyers, physicians and others active in the defence of human 
rights and the subjection of those persons to internal exile or expulsion from the 
country. Some speakers referred to the outside support which helped to install and 
maintain the present regime in Chile, and reference was also made to growing ties 
between Chile and South Africa, 

4 L One delegation pointed to areas in which some improvements had taken place in 
the human rights situation in Chile, referring in particular to a decrease in the 
number of complaints of torture and to the co-operation of the Government with ICRC 
with a view to clarifying the problem of reports on enforced or involuntary 
disappearances. 

42. Most speakers stated that the mandate of the Special Rapporteur should be 
renewed and called upon the Chilean authorities to co-operate with the Special 
Rapporteur, as had been requested by the General Assembly and the Commission on 
Human Rights. One speaker suggested that the Commission, in an effort to seek such 
co-operation, should consider the advisability of treating the situation of human 
rights in Chile under the Commission's general agenda item on violations of human 
rights in any part of the world, rather than as a separate item. 

43. At the 56th meeting, on 10 March 1982, the representative of Mexico introduced 
a draft resolution (E/CN.4/1982/L.37) sponsored by Algeria, Cuba, Denmark, France, 
Greece, Mexico, the Netherlands and Yugoslavia. 

44. At the same meeting, the representative of Uruguay proposed the insertion of 
the words "under the item entitled 'Question of the violation of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in any part of the world, with particular reference to colonial 
and other dependent countries and territories'" after the words "human rights 
situation in Chile" in paragraph 8. He requested a roll-call vote on the proposal. 

45. Before the vote on the amendment, statements in explanation of vote before the 
vote were made by the representatives of Algeria, Canada, Cuba, Denmark, France, 
the Federal Republic of Germany, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
Zimbabwe. 

46. The proposal was rejected by 13 votes to 22, with 7 abstentions. The voting 
was as follows ? 

In favour; Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Fiji, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Japan, Jordan, Pakistan, Panama, Philippines, 
United States of America, Uruguay. 

Against ; Algeria, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cuba, 
Cyprus, Denmark, Ethiopia, France, Gambia, Ghana, Greece, Mexico, 
Netherlands, Poland, Rwanda, Senegal, Togo, Uganda, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Abstaining; China, Costa Rica, India, Italy, Peru, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Nor-hern Ireland, Zaire. 
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47. At the 56th meeting, on 10 March 1982, the representative of Mexico proposed 
the closure of the debate on the draft resolution. The proposal was adopted by 
20 votes to 6, with 14 abstentions. 

48, At the same meeting, prior to the vote on the draft resolution, the Chairman 
drew the Commission's attention to the estimate of the programme budget implications 
(E/CN.4/1982/L.43) 1/ of draft resolution E/CN.4/1982./L.37. 

49, At the same meeting, the draft resolution was put to the vote. At the request 
of the representative of Mexico, the vote was taken by roll call. The draft 
resolution was adopted by 28 votes to 6, with 8 abstentions. The voting was as 
follows ; 

In favour; Algeria, Australia, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Canada, Cuba, Cyprus, Denmark, Ethiopia, Prance, Gambia, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, India, Italy, Mexico, 
Netherlands, Poland, Rwanda, Senegal, Togo, Uganda, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Against s Argentina, Brazil, Pakistan, Philippines, United States of America, 
Uruguay. 

Abstaining; China, Costa Rica, Fiji, Japan, Jordan, Panama, Peru, Zaire. 

50. For the text of the resolution, see chapter XXVI, section A, 
resolution 1982/25, 

l/ An estimate of the administrative and programme budget implications of the 
Commission's resolutions and decisions appears in annex III, 
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TV. VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA; 
REPORT OF THE AD HOC WORKING GROUP OF EXPERTS 

51. The Connission considered agenda iten 6 together with itens 7, 16 and 18 (see 
chaps. V, XIV and XVl) at its 18th to 24th meetings, held fron 12 to 17 February 1982, 
and at its 36th and 37th neetings, hold on 24 and 25 February 1982. 

52. For its consideration of the iten, the Connission had before it the following 
documents s 

A progress report, prepared by the Ad Hoc Working Group, on policies and 
practices which violate hunan rights in South Africa and Nanibia 
(E/CN.4/1485) I the report, prepared pursuant to Connission on Hunan Rights 
resolution 5 (XXXVIl) of 23 February 1981, also dealt with the question of 
the situation of persons captured at Kassinga and imprisoned at the 
Eardap Dan Canp, near Marienthal, in the south of Namibia} 

A study on the effects of the policy of apartheid on black women and 
children in South Africa, prepared in confornity with General Assembly 
resolution 35/206 G and N of 16 December 1980 (E/CN.4/1497)J 

A report analysing allegations regarding infringements of tro.de union 
rights in South Africa, prepared in accordance with Economic and Social 
Council decision 1981/155 of 8 May 1981 (E/CN.4/1486); 

A note by the Chairman of the Connission containing a nessage issued in 
connection with the International Year of Mobilization for Sanctions 
against South Africa, in confornity with General Assenbly resolution 36/172 £ 
of 17 December 198I (E/CN.4/1982/29). 

53* In connection with item 6, the Commission heard statements by observers for 
the following countries; Morocco (l8th meeting), the German Denocratic Republic, 
the Libyan Arab Janahiriya, Nigeria and Viet Nan (20th neeting), and Afghanistan, 
Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Hungary, Iraq and Madagascar (24th neeting). 

54» The Connission also hoard statements by the representatives of UNESCO 
(24th neeting), the Organization of African Unity (l8th meeting), the League of 
Arab States (24th meeting), the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (20th neeting) 
and the African National Congress (24th neeting). 

55» The Connission also heard statements by the representatives of the following 
non-governnental organizations; Wonen's International Denocratic Federation 
(20th neeting), International Organization for the Elinination of All Foms of 
Racial Discrimination and Baha'i International Connunity (21st neeting) and 
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (24th meeting). 

56. At the Connission's 18th meeting, Mr. Annan A. Cato, a member of the Ad Hoc 
Working Group of Experts, introduced on behalf of the Group the reports contained 
in documents E/CN.4/1485, E/CN.4/1486 and E/CN.4/1497. In presenting those 
reports, he drew the attention of the Connission to the fact that the Government of 
South Africa continued to withold its co-operation fron the Group. Thus, as in 
previous years, the Group had had to carry out its mandate through a careful study 
and analysis of all available information. Speaking about the situation in 
general, he stated that the Group had once again been unable to discover in 
South Africa and Nanibia any signs that pointed to an inprovenent of the situation. 
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Thus, contrary to the impression that the racist regime had attempted to project 
to the world, serious violations continued to he connitted against the non-white 
populations of South Africa and Namibia and acts of incredible brutality were daily 
connitted against all those resisting the policies and practices of apartheid. 
He drew the Connission's attention in particular to the torture of political 
prisoners and detainees, detention without trial, nass rénovais of population, 
arrests of trade union leaders, persecution of students and ill-treatment and 
detention of black women and children. 

57. Many speakers praised the reports of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts, 
advocated the continuation of its work and paid tribute to its members. They 
stated that the reports provided additional examples of the oppressive and inhuman 
methods used by the South African regime against the black population and noted 
that South Africa continued to enact laws which constituted further violations of 
human rights. 

58. In connection with the situation in South Africa, a largo number of speakers, 
referring to the "Homeland" policy, stated that the creation of Bantustans was 
aimed at dividing the African people by confining them to racial territories. In 
that regard, while drawing attention to the danger represented by the granting of 
so-called independence to Bantustans, a number of speakers appealed to all 
Governments to denounce it. 

59. With regard to the question of collaboration with South Africa, many speakers 
condemned the continued collaboration of certain States with the apartheid regime. 
It was stated that without the economic and material support afforded by some 
Western countries and Israel, the racist regime would be unable to continue to 
perpetrate its odious acts cf aggression against independent African States. The 
same speakers therefore supported the application of economic sanctions under 
Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations and called for the reinforcement 
of oil and arms enbargoes. Other speakers, however, while abhorring the system of 
apartheid, did net consider it appropriate to break off économie relations with 
South Africa. In their opinion, all economic activities were of a private nature 
and could not be considered as aiding or supporting South Africa. 

60. Some speakers considered that efforts were being made to improve the lot of 
the black population of South Africa, through the European economic codes of conduct. 
However, according to other speakers, the various codes of conduct were having 
little impact on the wages and conditions cf black workers employed by foreign 
companies. 

61. Referring to the situation of black women and children under apartheid, several 
speakers condemned the detention and imprisonment of children in South African 
goals. It was stated that the women of South Africa had strongly supported their 
children in their struggle for equality in education and against the humiliation 
of apartheid, especially since the massacre of schoolchildren in Sowcto in June 1976. 

62. Within the context cf the situation in Namibia, most speakers denounced the 
escalation of repressive measures against members of SWAPO. In that connection, 
a large number of speakers condemned the illegal occupation of Namibia by the 
racist regime of Pretoria, Some speakers stated that the United Nations plan 
endorsed by the Security Council in its resolution 435 (1978) provided the only 
possibility of a peaceful transition to internationally recognized independence for 
Namibia. Other speakers stated that despite the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the decolonization process was 

- 22 -



still being impeded by foreign economic and other interests which denied to the 
Namibian people its political, economic and social rights. The South African regime 
not only continued to prevent the Namibian people from gaining their independence 
but used their territory for aggression against neighbouring States, especially 
Angola. 

63. The observer for the South West Africa People's Organization (SFAPO) stated 
that his organization was ready to work closely with the United Nations for a 
peaceful negotiated settlement of the Namibian independence issue. However, he 
noted that problems still lay with the racist regime of South Africa which had 
taken confort in the endless negotiations. 

64. At the 24th meeting, on 17 February 1982, the representative of Zimbabwe w 
introduced a draft resolution (E/CT.4/1982/L.8) sponsored by Algeria, Burundi,—' 
Central African Republic,—/ Cuba, Egypt,jy Ethiopia,, Ghana, India, Jordan, Pakistan, 
Senegal, Togo, Tunisia,*/ Uganda, Viet Nam,—/ Yugoslavia, Zaire,, Zambia and 
Zimbp.bwe. Cyprus, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,.!/ Madagascar,_/ Nigeria—' Rwanda 
and the Syrian Arab Republic joined the sponsors. 

65. At the same meeting, the representative of Zimbabwe introduced a second draft 
resolution (E/CN.4/1982/L.9) sponsored by Algeria, Burundi,iV Central African 
Republic,^/ Cuba, Egypt, —I Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, India, Iraq,Jy Jordan, Pakistan, 
Senegal, Togo, Tunisia,^/ Uganda., Viet Na,n,-l/ Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. Cyprus, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,jy Madagascar,.^ Nigeria,—/ Rwanda 
and. the Syrian irab Republic joined the sponsors. 

66. At the 37th meeting, on 25 February 1982, the Commission considered draft 
resolutions E/CN.4/1982/L.8 and E/CN.4/1982/L.9. 

67. The representative of Prance requested a separate vote on paragraph 3 of draft 
resolution E/CN.4/1982/L.8. The paragraph was a.dopted by 32 votes to none, with 
10 abstentions. 

68. At the 37"fch meeting, on 25 February 1982, the representative of Zimbabwe 
requested a roll-call vote on draft resolution E/CN.4/1982/L.8. The draft 
resolution wa.s adopted by 42 votes to none, with 1 abstention. The voting was as 
follows % 

In favour; Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Ca,nada, China, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Cyprus, Denmark, Ethiopia, Fiji, France, Gambia, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, India, Italy, Japan, 
Jordan, Mexico, Netherlands, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, 
Poland, Rwanda, Senegal, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Uganda, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zaiibia, Zimbabwe. 

Abstaining; United States of America, 

^J In accordance with rule 6j, paragra'ph 3> of the rules of 'procedure of the 
functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council. 
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69. For the text of the resolution, see chapter XXVI, section A, resolution 1982/8. 

70. At the sane neeting, the representative of Zimbabwe also requested a roll-call 
vote on draft resolution E/CN.4/1982/L,9» The draft resolution was adopted by 
37 votes to none, with 6 abstentions. The voting1 was as follows: 

In favour; Algeria,, Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, China, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, 
Denmark, Ethiopie», Fiji, Gambia, Ghana, Greece, India, Italy, 
Jordan, Mexico, Netherlands, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, 
Poland, Rwanda,, Senegal, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Uganda, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Abstaining Canada, Prance, Gcrnany, Federal Republic of, Japan, **-/ 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United States of America. 

71. At the sane meeting, statements in explanation of vote on draft 
resolution E/CN.4/1982/L.9 were made by the representatives of Brazil, Canada, 
Prance and the Philippines. 

72. Por the text of the resolution, see chapter XXVI, section A, resolution 1982/9. 

73» At the 62nd noeting, on 12 March 1982, the Commission decided to appoint 
Mr. Annan A. Cato to succeed Mr. lïéba Mbaye, Chairman of the Commission's Ad Hoc 
Working Group of Experts on Violations of Human Rights in Southern Africa. 

74» For the text of the decision, see chapter XXVI, section B, decision 1982/106. 

'x""7 The representative of Japan subsequently advised the Connission that 
his delegation had intended to vote in favour. 
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V, ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES POE THE ENJOYMENT OP HUMAN EIGHTS 
OP POLITICAL, MILITARY, ECONOMIC AND OTHER POEMS OF 
ASSISTANCE GIVEN TO COLONIAL AND RACIST REGIMES IN 
SOUTHERN APRICA 

75» The Connission considered agenda iten 7 together with itens 6, 16 and 18 
(sec chaps. IV, XIV and XVl) at its 18th to 24th meetings, held Iron 12 to 
17 February 1982, and at its 56th and 37th meeting's, on 24 and 25 February 1982. 

76. For its consideration of the iten, the Connission had before it the report 
of the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Ahned M. Khalifa (E/CN.4/Sub.2/469 and Corr.l and 
Add.l). The report, which had been subnitted to the Sub-Connission at its 
thirty-fourth session, had been updated and contained additions to the ^encrai 
provisional list of banks, transnational corporations and other organizations 
giving1 assistance to the racist and colonial repines of southern Africa as listed 
in the original report of the Special Rapporteur (E/CN.4/Sub.2/425 and Corr,1-3 
and Acid. 1-7). The Connission also had before it a written statement subnitted by 
the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions, a non-governnental 
organization in category I consultative status (E/CN.4/1982/NGO/17). 

77» In connection with the itens under consideration, the Connission heard 
statements by the observers for Morocco (l8th meeting?), Viet Nan, the German 
Denocratic Republic, Nigeria and the Libyan Arab Janahiriya (20th meeting), 
Hungary, Iraq, Madagascar, Afghanistan, Egypt and Czechoslovakia (24th meeting). 

78. The representative of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization made a statement at the 24th neeting1, 

79* Statements were made by the representatives of the Organization of African 
Unity and the South West Africa. People's Organization (l8th meeting-), the 
Pan-Africanlst Congress of Azania, (20th meeting1), the League of Arab States and 
the African National Congress (24th meeting1). 

80. Statements were also made by the representatives of the Women's International 
Denocratic Federation (20th neeting1) and the International Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions (24th neeting-), non-govornnental organizations in category I 
consultative status, and by the International Organization for the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the JSaha'i International Connunity 
(21st meeting"), non-governnental organizations in category II consultative status. 

81. The u'pdated report subnitted by the Special Rapporteur to the Sub-Connission 
was welcomed by many representatives. The report, it was said, showed the extent 
of the assistance given to South Africa. In the opinion of one speaker, the 
report should also contain an analysis of the consequences of the economic and 
military links between South Africa and Western countries. Another opinion 
expressed was that the updated report should include a number of countries, other 
than Western countries, which, according1 to available information, maintained 
economic relations with the South African regime. 

82. Many speakers condemned the increasing1 collaboration between various Western 
countries and the Pretoria regime. It was emphasized that the oppressive system 
of apartheid was being" strengthened as a result of the assistance provided by 
Western countries, Israel and transnational corporations. That system was also 
strengthened by the veto exercised by sone Western countries in the Security Council 
on draft resolutions 'providing" for mandatory sanctions against South Africa, and by 
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the refusal of the sane Powers to inplenent General Assembly resolutions on that 
question. In the opinion of nany speakers, the increasing military build-up and 
potential nuclear power of the South African regime constituted a threat to world 
peace and security and was nade possible by the assistance provided by Western 
powers. That collaboration enabled South Africa to continue its wars of aggression 
ag-ainst the liberation novenents in illegally occupied Namibia and also ag-ainst 
neighbouring- States. The sane speakers called, therefore, for the innediate 
implementation of Security Council resolution 418 (1977) on an arns embargo 
against South Africa and expressed their strong support for Security Council 
re solution 435 (1978) concerning- the independence of Namibia. They also urged 
the Connission to call for comprehensive mandatory sanctions, under Chapter VII 
of the Charter of the United Nations, and expressed their support for 
General Assembly resolution 36/172 B of 17 December 1981, by which the Assembly 
proclaimed 1982 International Year of Mobilization for Sanctions against 
South Africa. 

83. In the view of several speakers, however, the imposition of total econonic 
and other sanctions agninst South Africa would not bring' about the elinination of 
the apartheid syston but, ra,ther, penalize only the nost vulnerable sectors of the 
population^ on the other hand, the adoption of selective economic measures by the 
Security Council and codes of conduct aimed at improving" the working- conditions 
of black South Africans were valuable instruments in the struggle ag-ainst the 
system of apartheid. 

84. At the 36th meeting-, on 24 February 1982, the representative of Algeria 
introduced a draft resolution (E/CN,4/1982/L,23) sponsored by Algeria, Ethiopia, 
Gambia, Ghana, Rwanda, Senog-al, Ug-anda, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya ^J and the Syrian Arab Republic joined the sponsors of the draft 
resolution. 

85. The attention of the Commission was drawn to an estimate of the programme 
budget implications (E/CT.4/1902/L.33) l/ of draft resolution E/CN.4/1932/L.23. 

86. At the 37th meeting-, a statement in explanation of vote before the vote was 
made by the representative of Brazil, 

07. At the same meeting", the representative of Zimbabwe requested that the 
vote on draft resolution E/CN.4/1982/L.23 be taken by roll-call. The draft 
resolution was adopted by 32 votes to 4? with 7 abstentions. The voting" was 
as follows; 

^J In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3? of the rules of procedure 
of the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council. 

l/ An estimate of the administrative and programme budget implications 
of the Commission's resolutions and decisions appears in annex III. 
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In favour; Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, China., Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, 
Ethiopia, Fiji, Gambia, Ghana, India, Jordan, Mexico, 
Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Rwanda, 
Senegal, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Uganda, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay, Yugoslavia, Zaire, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Against; Prance, Germany, Federal Republic of, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of 
America. 

Abstaining; Australia, Canada, Denmark, Greece, Italy, Japan, 
Netherlands. 

88. Statements In explanation of vote after the vote were made by the 
representatives of Argentina, Peru, United Kingdom and United States of America,. 

89. For the text of the resolution, see chapter XXVI, section A 
resolution 1982/12. 
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VI. QUESTION OP THE REALIZATION IN ALL COUNTRIES OF THE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL 
AND CULTURAL RIGHTS COFTAINED IN THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND IN THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND 
CULTURAL RIGHTS, AND STUDY OF SPECIAL PROBLEMS WHICH THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES FACE IN THEIR EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE THESE HUMAN RIGHTS, INCLUDING; 
(a) PROBLEMS RELATED TO THE RIGHT TO ENJOY AN ADEQUATE STANDARD OF 
LIVING; THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT? (b) THE EFFECTS OF THE EXISTING 
UNJUST INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER ON THE ECONOMIES OF THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES, AND THE OBSTACLE THAT THIS REPRESENTS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS 

90. The Commission considered agenda item 8 together with item 19 (see chap. XVIl) 
at its JOth to 34th meetings, held on 22 and 23 February 1982, and at its 
55th meeting, on 9 March 1982. 

91. The Commission had before it the following documents; the report of the 
Secretary-General on the international dimensions of the right to development as a 
human right (E/CN.4/1334)> prepared in accordance with Commission on Human Rights 
resolution 4 (XXXIIl) of 21 February 1977 and Economic and Social Council 
decision 229 (LXIl) of 13 May 1977» a study by the Secretary-General on the regional 
and national dimensions of the right to development as a human right (E/CN.4/1421 
and E/CN.4/1488), prepared in accordance with Commission on Human Rights 
resolutions 4 (XXV) of 2 March 1979, 7 (XXXVl) of 21 February 1980 and 36 (XXXVIl) 
of 11 March 1981, and Economic and Social Council decision 1979/29 of 10 May 1979; 
the report of the Working Group of governmental experts on the scope and contents 
of the right to development and the most effective means to ensure the realization, 
in all countries, of the economic, social and cultural rights enshrined in various 
international instruments, paying particular attention to the obstacles encountered 
by developing countries in their efforts to secure the enjoyment of human rights 
(E/CN.4/l489)> submitted in accordance with Commission resolution 36 (XXXVIl); the 
report of the Secretary-General on present international conditions and human righis 
(A/36/42), prepared in accordance with General Assembly resolutions 34/46 of 
23 November 1979 and 35/174 of 15 December 1980; the report of the seminar on the 
relations that exist between human rights, peace and development (ST/HR/SER,A/10)3 
a written statement submitted by the International Commission of Jurists, a 
non-governmental organization in category II consultative status (E/CN.4/1982/NGO/2) 
a written statement submitted by the International Organization for the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, a non-governmental organization 
in category II consultative status (E/CN.4/l982/NGO/6)5 and a written statement 
submitted by the Women's International Democratic Federation, a non-governmental 
organization in category I consultative status (E/CN.4/1982/NGO/8). 

92. The Commission heard statements by the observers for Finland, Iraq and 
Nigeria (33r^ meeting). 

93» The Commission also heard statements by the observers for the International 
Commission of Jurists, a non-governmental organization in category II consultative 
status (33r<3- meeting), the International Movement for Fraternal Union among Races 
and Peoples, a non-governmental organization in category II consultative status 
(34th meeting) and the International League for the Rights and Liberation of 
Peoples, a non-governmental organization on the Roster (34th meeting). 
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94. In introducing the item, the Deputy Director of the Division of Human Eights 
noted that the document containing parts II and III of the study by the 
Secretary-General on the regional and national dimensions of the right to developmeit 
(E/CN.4/1488) was complementary to the earlier studies on the right to development 
(E/CN.4/1334 and E/CN.4/1421). He also referred to the issues addressed by the 
Working Group of governmental experts on the right to development in its report 
to the Commission (E/CN.4/H89). 

95» Many speakers expressed their appreciation of the report of the Working Group 
of governmental experts on the right to development contained in document 
E/CN.4/1489. It was said to be a balanced and fair exposé of all the issues raised 
in the Group and to contain a wealth of ideas. Tribute was also paid to the 
conciliatory and constructive spirit in which the work of the Group had been 
carried out. One speaker stated that the report reflected a strong element of 
idealism but neglected to mention that there could be no development without 
temporary sacrifices. Another view was that the report as it stood did not 
readily permit the constructive elaboration of the points of convergence and 
divergence which became apparent in the course of the Group's work. With respect 
to the future work of the Working Group, several representatives considered that 
further conceptual clarification would be required before an instrument could be 
drafted. Other speakers expressed the view that an adequate basis had been 
achieved and that the Group should now proceed to the concrete formulation of a 
declaration on the subject. According to one speaker, the proposed declaration 
should be seen as a statement of principles relating to solidarity rather than as 
a statement of legal rights. However, the view was also expressed that the right 
to development was a legal norm of international law and that the drafting of a 
declaration should be seen as a preliminary step towards the adoption of a binding 
international legal instrument. It was said that such an instrument should clarify 
in legal terms the principles relating to the right to development and should 
impose specific obligations on States for realization of the right to development. 
One delegation urged that in its future work the Working Group should give special 
attention to the role of private property and to the role of free markets in 
promoting development. 

96. Many representatives emphasized the interdependence and indivisibility of 
all human rights and noted that that applied equally to the right to development. 
Among the existing legal bases of the right to development,reference was made to the 
Charter of the United Nations, the International Human Rights Covenants, the 
resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its sixth and seventh special 
sessions, the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the Declaration on 
the Strengthening of International Security, the Declaration on the Deepening and 
Consolidation of International Détente, the Declaration on Social Progress and 
Development, the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, the 
American Convention on Human Rights and the African Charter of Human and Peoples' 
Rights. Particular mention was also made of specific articles of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, including article 22 relating to the right to social 
security, article 25 relating to the right to an adequate standard of living, and 
article 28 which provided that everyone was entitled to a social and international 
order in which the rights and freedoms set forth in the Declaration could be 
fully realized. 
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97» With respect to a definition of the right to development, it was said that 
a single, rigid definition should not he sought hut rather that future work 
should he devoted to identifying the various component parts of a concept which 
all would he ahle to recognize. According to another speaker, the right to 
development was a synthesis right, constituting the sum of the conditions and 
obligations required to enahle the realization of all human rights in all 
countries. It was said that the right to development had hoth collective and 
individual dimensions which were indivisible and which should he realized together. 
The view was also expressed that the right to development denoted a certain 
dialectical synthesis and was a dynamic process and that the over-all concept was 
larger than the aggregate of its component parts. In the view of one speaker, 
attention should he focused primarily on the inter-State aspect of the right to 
development. According to another view, the right to development was, if 
anything, the right of hoth individuals and groups made up of individuals freely 
to pursue the goal of development. According to the same view, States were not 
and could not he the subject of the right to development; rather, they had 
inescapable obligations to respect the rights of individuals. It was said that 
in so far as a collective right to development existed, it was the right of all 
countries and not just of the developing countries. Another representative stated 
that the right to development should never be construed as a basis for 
strengthening the position of ruling elites. Thus, the collective dimension of 
the right should not be dissociated from its individual dimension. According to 
another representative, whatever disagreements there might be, the right to 
development had achieved de facto acceptance, especially in view of the 
international development effort made over the past two decades. 

98, Several speakers underlined the importance of achieving a new international 
economic order and of democratizing international economic relations. It was said 
that the existing international economic system, which perpetuated inequality 
and injustice among nations, had contributed in large measure to the deterioration 
in the economies of many developing countries, a deterioration manifested in 
staggering inflation, huge balance-of-payments deficits, adverse terms of trade, 
an alarming debt burden and negative growth rates. Those factors were said, to 
have greatly hampered the ability of the developing countries to ensure an 
adequate living standard for their peoples. According to that view, the existing 
unjust international economic order was the major obstacle to the realization 
of human rights. It was said that the industrial countries were obliged to make 
changes in their own economic structures, to decrease the over-consumption of 
natural resources and to shift to new patterns of production which would permit 
the least developed countries to have a greater share in those sectors of the 
world economy where they had a clear comparative advantage. One speaker emphasized 
the importance of using nuclear energy for peaceful purposes in connection with 
development, while another referred to the importance of economic co-operation 
among developing countries. Several speakers stated that the primary 
responsibility for development should be borne by the Government of the country 
concerned, while it fell to the international community as a whole and to 
developed States in particular to establish an international order that favoured 
development. According to a number of delegations, the main obstacles to 
development lay in colonialism, neo-colonialism, apartheid, racial discrimination, 
foreign aggression, foreign occupation and interference in the internal affairs 
of nations. It was said that the guaranteeing of the right to development 
presupposed that the right would be applied within States in such a way as to make 
it possible for every individual to enjoy it fully. 
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99» Many speakers noted that the concept of the right to development included 
the right of all States and peoples to peacefuls free and independent development. 
Thus, hoth the right to development and the right to live in peace required the 
elimination of war and the threat of war before either right could be enjoyed 
fully. Several speakers referred to factors which negated the enjoyment of 
that right, including the arms race which was said to increase world tension and 
promote regional conflict as well as wasting large quantities of resources. 
Reference was also made to the reckless sale of armaments, with no consideration 
being given to the question of human rights. It was said that that could only 
strengthen the hands of oppressive regimes while enabling others to persist in 
their policies of aggression. Several speakers also referred to the role of 
transnational corporations. It was said that that role had been detrimental in 
southern Africa and elsewhere and that discriminatory practices often resulted from 
the use of interventionist methods by such corporations. The importance of 
establishing a new international information order was also emphasized by several 
speakers. 

100. Many representatives referred to the fact that 800 million persons lived in 
conditions of absolute poverty in the world. According to one view, that poverty 
was mainly the result of long years of imperialist and colonial exploitation and 
oppression and of the unjust international economic order. According to another 
view, the most rapid development in the history of the world had taken place 
since 1945» According to that view, the idea of development had been born under 
democratic capitalism, which was said to be a triple system of liberties involving 
a free polity, a free economy and a free moral culture. 

101. Several speakers emphasized the importance of participation by the whole 
population, and particularly by the poorest groups, in the decision-making 
processes which affected them. The central importance of achieving structural 
reforms wherever needed in "foe political, economic and social spheres, at both the 
national and international levels, was also noted. In that respect, reference 
was made to the work of the Commission for Social Development. The view was 
expressed that every effort must be made to share equitably all the benefits of 
development, and that efforts should be made at the national level to attain a 
greater measure of democracy and equity in all fields. It was said that the 
equitable distribution of income should be a priority goal. It was further 
suggested that a study on the subject of participation as an aspect of the right 
to development could be undertaken in the future. According to one representative, 
every effort should be made to give the right to development a human face by 
emphasizing that man was the central actor in development and that the concept of 
development embraced far more than economic considerations. 

102. Several speakers referred to the conclusions and recommendations of the 
Seminar on the Relations that Exist between Human Rights, Peace and Development, 
which had been held in New York in 1981 (ST/HR/SER.A/IO). Reference was also 
made to the report of the Brandt Commission, to the report of the UMESC0 
colloquium on the new human rights, held at Mexico City in August 1980 
(SS-80/C0NP.806/4), and to the Pinal Declaration of the Sixth Conference of 
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Havana, Cuba, in 
September 1979» I"t was also said by several representatives that the right to 
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development formed part of a third generation of solidarity rights. A number of 
representatives also referred to the experience of different societies and States 
with respect to the promotion of development and the enjoyment of human rights, 
and reference was made to the influence of the relevant social and economic systems. 

103. The report of the Secretary-General on the regional and national dimensions of 
the right to development (E/CN.4/1488) was considered by many speakers to be 
comprehensive and to have made an important contribution to the thinking of the 
Commission on the subject. The report was said to warrant thorough study and 
discussion by the Commission and it was stated that it could profitably be taken 
into account by the Working Group of Governmental Experts on the Right to 
Development in the course of its work. Several speakers endorsed the view 
contained in the report (ibid., para. 139) that a development strategy based on 
repression and the denial of either civil and political rights or economic, social 
and cultural rights, or both sets of rights, not only violated international 
human rights standards but was a negation of the concept of development. 

104. At the 55th meeting on 9 March 1982, the representative of Senegal introduced 
a draft resolution (E/CN,4/l982/L.24/Rev.l) sponsored by Algeria, Bulgaria, 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ethiopia, Prance, Gambia, 
Ghana, Greece, India, Iraq,* Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,* Netherlands, Panama, Peru, 
Poland, Rwanda, Senegal, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Uganda, Yugoslavia and Zaire. 

105. At the same meeting, the attention of the Commission was drawn to an estimate 
of the programme budget implications (E/CN.4/l982/L,26) l/ of the draft resolution. 

106. At the same meeting, the draft resolution was adopted by 41 votes to none, 
with 1 abstention, 

107. Por the text of the resolution, see chapter XXVI, section A, resolution 1982/17. 

*/ In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3? of "the rules of procedure of the 
functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council. 

l/ An estimate of administrative and the programme budget implications of 
the Commission's resolutions and decisions appears in annex III. 
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VII. THE EIGHT OF PEOPLES TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND ITS 
APPLICATION TO PEOPLES UNDER COLONIAL OR ALIEN 
DOMINATION OR FOREIGN OCCUPATION 

1C8. The Commission considered a.genda. item 9 jointly with item 4 (see cha.p. II) 
a.t its 5"tL. to 11th, ljth, l6th a,nd 17th meetings, held from 3 to 9 an^- on 
11 February 1982. Item.9 wa.s further considered by the Commission a.t its 25th 
to 29th, 36th to 38"fch and- 60th meetings-,- hell_fronL 17 to 19, on 24 a,nd 25 February 
a,nd on 11 Ma.rch 1982. 

109. The Director of the Division of Huma.n Rights introduced the item a.t the 
5th meeting on 3 Februa-ry 1982. In his introductory statement he recalled tha.t, 
pursua.nt to Commission resolution 3 (XXXl) of 11 Februa.ry 1975? "bLe item wa,s 
pla.ced on the Commission's a.genda. every yea.r a.s a. ma.tter of priority. By its 
resolution 14 (XXXVIl) of 6 Ma,rch 1981> "the Commission ha.d decided to maintain 
the question's priority sta.tus a.t its thirty-eighth session. The Director also 
recalled tha.t a,t its thirty-seventh session the Commission had a.dopted five 
resolutions on the item (resolutions 2 (XXXVIl), 11 (XXXVIl), 12 (XXXVIl), 
13 (XXXVIl) a.nd 14 (XXXVIl)). The attention of the Commission wa.s also dra.wn to 
Economic a,nd Social Council decision 198l/l54 of 8 May 1981, to resolutions 
11 (XXXIV) a.nd 13 (XXXIV) of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination 
a.nd Protection of Minorities a.nd to General Assembly resolutions 3^/9 anl 36/IO 
of 28 October 1981. 

110. For its consideration of the item, the Commission had before it the following 
documenta.tions 

Letters dated 15 July and 26 August 1981 from the Permanent Mission 
of Democratic Kampuchea. a.ddressed to the Director of the Division of 
Human Rights (E/CN.4/1477 and Add.l); 

A letter dated 14 December 1981 from the Charge d'Affaires a..i. of 
Democratic Kampuchea, addressed to the Director of the Division of 
Human Rights (E/CN.4/1487)5 

A note by the Secreta.ry-General containing a. list of the reports, 
studies and publica.tions prepa,red by the Special Unit on Palestinian Rights 
(E/CN.4/1490); 

A note by the Secreta.ria.t containing the review of further ma.terials 
on the huma.n rights situa.tion in Kampuchea, préparai by Mr. A. Eide, 
Ra.pporteur of the Sub-Commission (E/CN.4/1491)S 

A letter da.ted 31 December 1981 from the Permanent Representative of 
Democra.tic Kampuchea, addressed to the Director of the Division of Human 
Rights (E/CN.4/l498)$ 

A letter da.ted 12 Ja,nua,ry 1982 from the Permanent Representative of 
Democra.tic Kampuchea. a.ddressed to the Director of the Division of Human 
Right s (E/CN.4/198 2/3); 

A letter da.ted 19 Ja.nua.ry 1982 from the Permanent Representa.tive of 
the Permanent Mission of Democra,tic Kampuchea. a.t Geneva, to the Director 
of the Division of Human Rights (E/CN.4/1982/6)5 
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A l e t t e r da.ted 27 Ja.nua.ry 1982 from the Permanent Represen ta t ive of 
Democratic Kampuchea a.t Geneva, addressed to the D i r e c t o r of the Div i s ion 
of Human Right s (E/CN.4/l98 2 / 7 ) ; 

A l e t t e r da.ted 4 Pebrua.ry 1982 from the de l ega t ions of Bulgaria,, 
Byelorussia.n Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republ ic , Cuba., Czechoslovakia., Democratic Yemen, 
Ethiopia. , German Democra.tic Republ ic , Hunga.ry, Mongolia., Nica.ra.gua., Poland, 
Ukrainian Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republ ic , Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics 
and Viet Nam, addressed to the Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights 
a.t i t s t h i r t y - e i g h t h se s s ion (E/CN.4/1982/9) 5 

A l e t t e r da.ted 8 Pebrua.ry 1982 from the Permanent Representa. t ive of 
the S o c i a l i s t Republic of Viet Nam a.ddressed to the Chairman of the 
Commission on Human Rights (E/CN.4/ l982/ lO) ; 

A l e t t e r da.ted 6 Pebrua.ry 1982 from the Permanent Representa. t ive of 
the S o c i a l i s t Republic of Viet Nam a.ddressed to the Chairman of the 
Commission on Human Rights (E /CN.4 / l982 / l l ) -, 

A l e t t e r da,ted 10 Pebrua.ry 1982 from the Hea.d of the de l ega t i on of 
Democra.tic Kampuchea. a.ddressed t o the Chairman of the Commission on 
Human Rights (E/CN.4/1982/12) -, 

A l e t t e r da.ted 11 Pebrua.ry 1982 from the Permanent Represen ta t ive of 
the Permanent Mission of Viet Nam a.ddressed to the Chairman of the 
Commission on Human Rights a t i t s t h i r t y - e i g h t h s e s s ion (E/CN.4/1982/13)> 

A l e t t e r da.ted 8 February 1982 a.ddressed to the Chairman of the 
Commission on Human Rights by the Permanent Represen ta t ive of the P e o p l e ' s 
Democratic Republic of Algeria. (E/CN.4/1982/14) ; 

A l e t t e r da.ted 12 Pebrua.ry 1982 from the Permanent Represen ta t ive of 
Democra.tic Kampuchea. a.ddressed to the Chairman of the Commission on 
Human Right s ( E / C N . 4 / 1 9 8 2 / l 5 ) ; 

A l e t t e r da.ted 12 February 1982 from the Permanent Representa.t ive of 
Democra.tic Kampuchea, a.ddressed to the Chairman of the Commission on 
Human Rights a t i t s t h i r t y - e i g h t h s e s s i o n (E/CN.4/1982/16); 

A l e t t e r da.ted 15 February 1982 from the Permanent Representa.t ive of 
Morocco addressed to the Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights a t 
i t s t h i r t y - e i g h t h se s s ion (E/CN.4/1982/17); 

A l e t t e r da.ted 12 February 1982 from the Permanent Represen ta t ive 
of Democratic Kampuchea t o the Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights 
(E /CN.4 /1982 /19)5 

A written sta.tement submitted by the International Orga.niza.tion for 
the Elimina.tion of M l Forms of Racial Discrimina.tion, a. non-governmental 
organization in ca.tegory II consulta, tive sta.tus (E/CN.4/1982/NGO/6) -, 

A written statement submitted by the World Pea.ce Council, a. 
non-governmental orga.niza.tion on the Roster (E/CN.4/1982/NGO/13). 
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111. The Commission hea.rd statements by the observers for Afghanistan, (llth, 26th, 
27th, 29"bh and 37th meetings), Austria. (28th and 29th meetings), Democra.tic 
Kampuchea, (llth, 28th and 38th meetings), Democra.tic Yemen (lOth and 28th meetings), 
Egypt (9^h meeting), El 8a.lva.dor (29th meeting), the German Democratic Republic 
(8th and 28th meetings), Hunga.ry (9th and 28th meetings), Iran (29th meeting), 
Ira.q (9th and llth meetings), Isra.el (6th, 8th, llth, 17th and 26th meetings), the 
Libyan Ara.b Jamahiriya. (9th and llth meetings), Ma.da.ga.sca.r (llth meeting), 
Morocco (5"th, llth, 29th, 37th, and 38th meetings), ligeria. (9th and 29th meetings), 
Somalia. (38th meeting), Thailand (28th meeting), Tunisia. (7th meeting), the 
Ukrainian SSR (lOth and 37th meetings), Viet Nam (7th, 28th, 29th and 37th meetings) 
and Yemen (lOth meeting). The representative of the Palestine Liberation 
Orga.niza.tion ma.de statements a.t the 5th and 9th meetings. The representative of 
the Lea.gue of Ara,b Sta.tes ma.de statements a.t the 7th and 10th meetings. The 
representative of the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania. ma.de a. sta.tement a,t the 
28th meeting. 

112. The Commission also hea.rd statements by the following non-governmental 
organizations in consultative sta.tuss the Internalional Indian Trea.ty Council 
(ca.tegory II) (6th and 10th meetings), the Interna.tiona.1 Organization for the 
Elimination of All Forms of Ra.cial Discrimination (ca.tegory II) (7th meeting), 
and the World Muslim Congress (ca.tegory I) (llth and 28th meetings). 

113. During the debate on the item, most speakers recognized respect for the 
right to self-determination a.s one of the fundamental principles of contemporary 
interna.tiona.1 law and a.s a. prerequisite for the exercise of other human rights 
and fundamental freedoms. References were often ma.de in tha.t connection to the 
Cha.rter of the United Na.tions, a.rticle 1 of the Interna.tiona.1 Covenants on 
Human Rights, the Decla.ra.tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples, General Assembly resolutions 36/9 and 36/IO, and other decisions of 
United Nations organs pertinent to the subject. 

114. Many representatives expressed their profound concern a.t the fa.ct that 
foreign occupation, colonialism and neo-colonialism, apartheid and ra.cial 
discrimina.tion still existed in pa.rts of Africa., the Middle Ea.st, Asia, and other 
regions, and pointed out that the Commission should focus its efforts on working 
out new and effective mea.sures to achieve the speedy liberation of peoples under 
colonial or alien domina.tion or foreign occupa.tion. 

115. Most of the speakers condemned the continued denial by Israel to the 
Palestinian people of its right to self-determina.tion. It wa,s empha.sized tha.t 
the question of Palestine wa,s the core of the conflict in the Middle Ea.st and 
that no comprehensive, just and la.sting pea.ce in the region could be achieved 
without the full exercise by the Palestinian people of its ina.liena.ble rights, 
including the right to return to the homes and property from which it ha.d been 
displaced and uprooted, and the rights to self-determina.tion, national independence 
and the establishment of its own fully independent and sovereign State in Palestine. 
The member States of the European Economic Community also ma,de reference to the 
Venice Declaration of June 1980, which set out two fundamental principles for 

the ba.sis of any pea.ce settlement in the area., namely, the right to existence 
and security of all States in the region, including Israel, and jusice for all 
the peoples of the area. That implied, in their view, recognition of the 
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. It was also stressed tha.t the 
existing situa.tion in the Middle Ea.st continued to constitute a. dangerous threat 
to international pea.ce and security. 
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116. Ma.ny speakers pointed out tha.t the future of the Palest inian people couleh-
only be considered with the pa.rticipa.tion of tha.t people a.nd tha.t a comprehensive 
p o l i t i c a l settlement of the situa.tion in the Middle Ea.st wa.s only possible through 
negotiat ions in which a l l in teres ted pa.rties, including the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, would be represented. Several representat ives expressed the i r 
opposition to a l l pa.rtial agreements a.nd sepa,ra.te t r e a t i e s which in t h e i r view 
consti tuted a. v io la t ion of the r igh ts of the Palest inian people, and sta.ted tha.t 
a l l such agreements and trea.ties ha.d no va l id i ty in so fa.r a.s they purported to 
determine the future of the Pales t in ian people and of the Pales t in ian t e r r i t o r i e s 
occupied by I s r a e l . 

117. One delegation expressed the view tha.t self-determina.tion should be pursued 
through pea.ce and negotiat ion, brotherly respect , and human development in the 
en t i re region. I t also sta.ted tha.t a. ma.jor pa.rt of the Commission's objective 
in tent ion under items 4 and 9 ha.d already been achieved in 1982 through the 
pea.ceful t ransfer of a. very la.rge port ion of the occupied Ara.b t e r r i t o r i e s from 
I s r a e l i to Egyptian hands. 

118. Many representat ives pointed out tha.t the acquis i t ion of t e r r i t o r y by force 
was ina.dmissible under the Charter of the United Na.tions and sta,ted tha.t I s rae l 
must withdraw unconditionally from a l l the occupied Palest inian and other Arab 
t e r r i t o r i e s , including Jerusalem. Grave concern wa.s expressed a.t recent I s r a e l i 
a.ctions involving further escala t ion and expansion of the confl ict in the region, 
including in pa.rticula.r the milita.ry incursions against Lebanon and other 
neighbouring Ara.b countr ies , the a.tta.ck against the Ira.qi nuclea.r research centre 
of Tamuz and the annexation of the Golan Heights. Many speakers said tha,t the 
decision of Isra.el to apply i t s la.ws to the Syrian Golan Heights wa,s a. clea.r 
v iola t ion of the Cha.rter of the United Na,tions and of the fundamental pr inciples 
of in terna t ional law, and tha.t i t should be considered a.s null and void and a.s 
ha.ving no legal va l id i ty whatsoever. Regret wa.s expressed tha.t the Security 
Council had been una.ble to a.dopt sanctions against I s rae l for tha.t i l l e g a l a.ct. 
Some representat ives expressed the view tha.t the agreements on stra.tegic 
co-operation between the United Sta.tes of America, a.nd I s r ae l , signed in 
November 1981 > would only encourage Isra.el to pursue i t s aggressive and 
expansionist p o l i c i e s . 

119. Many representat ives deplored the persistence of Is rae l in ca.rrying out 
mea.sures designed to change the legal sta.tus, geographical na.ture and demogra.phic 
composition of the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s . I t wa.s sta.ted tha.t such measures ha.d 
no legal va l id i ty and tha.t I s r a e l ' s policy of s e t t l i n g pa.rts of i t s population 
and new immigrants in the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s const i tuted a. viola.tion of the 
1949 Geneva. Convention rela.tive to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time 
of Wa.r, which wa.s applicable to a l l Ara.b t e r r i t o r i e s occupied since 1967> including 
Jerusalem. Several references were ma.de in tha.t connection to Security Council 
resolut ions 446 (1979) of 22 March 1979 and 465 (l980) of 1 March 1980 and to 
the report of the Special Committee to Investigate I s r a e l i Pract ices Affecting 
the Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Terr i tor ies ( A / 3 6 / 5 7 9 ) » 

120. The observer for Is rae l regret ted that the issue of Palest ine ha,d been raised 
in the context of self-determina.tion. The Pales t in ian Ara.bs ha.d alrea.dy obtained 
t h e i r self-determination in a. neighbouring Sta.te. The land designated by the 
Romans a,s Palest ine ha.d been inha.bited by Jews before any other people in h is tory . 
The Camp Da.vid Accords provided a, ba.sis for an over-al l solution of the 
Ara.b-Israeli conf l ic t , including resolut ion of the Palest inian problem. The 
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issues under discussion must he resolved through pea.ce negotiations, free from 
outside intervention. 

121. The representative of the Palestine Liberation Orga.niza.tion sta.ted that the 
Palestinian people rejected a.ll proposals for autonomy since such proposals 
represented disguised means of annexing occupied territories. Although many 
Pa.lestinia.ns lived in several neighbouring countries of Israel, their wish wa.s 
to return to their homeland. He also pointed out that the Palestinian people 
relied on its own struggle, a.nd on the support of friendly peoples, to a.chieve 
self-determina.tion, national independence a.nd full enjoyment of human rights. 

122. Referring to the situation in southern Africa., many representatives condemned 
the policies and a.ctions of the a/pa.rtheid regime of South Africa, for its repeated 
acts of a.ggression, subversion and terrorism a.ga.inst independent African Sta.tes, 
for its continued illegal occupation of Namibia, and for its persistent refusal 
to comply with resolutions of the United Na.tions. The ina.liena.ble right of the 
people of Namibia, to self-determina.tion, freedom and independence in a. united 
Namibia. wa.s repea.tedly stressed. Several speakers deplored the continuing 
repression and ruthless exploitation of the Namibian people and their natural 
resources and the attempts to destroy the national unity and territorial integrity 
of Namibia, by the regime of South Africa.. It wa.s said tha.t the a,pa.rtheid regime 
ha.d been encoura.ged to continue such a.ctions by the protection afforded it by 
ma.jor Western Powers. 

123. It wa.s also said that "bantusta.niza.tion" wa.s incompa.tible with genuine 
independence and national unity and wa.s contrary to the principle of 
self-determination; some speakers denounced the proclamation of several 
"independent bantustans". 

124. Many representatives expressed their support for the struggle of the 
Namibian people, under the leadership of SWAPO to a,chieve self-determina.tion, 
freedom and national independence, and condemned all colla.bora.tion, particularly 
in the nuclea.r, economic and milita.ry fields, with the Government of South Africa,. 
Referring to the activities of the "conta.ct group" on Namibia., certa.insspea.kers 
condemned the manoeuvres of its members which, in their view, were aimed at a. 
neo-colonialist solution of the Namibian problem. However, one delegation, 
speaking on behalf of the five members of the "conta.ct group", stressed that 
they all sha.red the objective of a. prompt accession of Namibia, to independence 

in accordance with Security Council resolution 435 (1978) °f 29 September 1978* 
Those and other delegations sha.red the view tha.t the plan embodied in that 
resolution of the Security Council offered the best prospects for a. negotiated 
agreement which would provide a. speedy solution. 

125. Several representa.tives expressed their profound concern at the continuing 
presence of Soviet milita.ry troops in Afghanistan which they considered to be 
in contravention of the purposes and principles of the Cha.rter of the United Na.tions 
and the obligation of all States to refrain in their international relations from 
the threat or use of force against the sovereignty, territorial integrity and 
political independence of any Sta.te. In the view of those representatives, that 
milita.ry presence constituted a. flagrant viola.tion of the fundamental freedoms 
and human rights as well as of the right to self-determina,tion of the Afghan 
people. The opinion wa.s also expressed that the Soviet military presence posed 
a serious threat to pea.ce and security in tha.t part of the world, remained a. 
constant source of desta.biliza.tion in South Asia, and a. gra.ve obstacle to the 
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improvement of international relations. It was empha.sized tha.t the current 
situation in Afghanistan wa,s a. direct result of the Policy of liegemonism. Those 
speakers expressed regret tha.t the repea.ted appeals by the interna.tional community 
for the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan remained unheeded. Reference 
wa.s ma,de in that connection to General Assembly resolutions ES-6/2 of 
14 January 1980, 35/35 B of 14 November 1981 and 36/IO of 28 October 1981, to 
Commission resolutions 3 (XXXVl) of 14 February 198O and 13 (XXXVII) of 
6 March 1981, to the initiatives of the Orga.niza.tion of the Islamic Conference 
and the efforts of the Movement of Non~Aligned Countries. In the view of those 
speakers, the lasting settlement of the problem resided, a.s called for in the 
above-mentioned resolutions, in the total withdrawal of foreign forces from 
Afghanistan and the cessa.tion of all outside interference in the internal affairs 
of tha.t country. 

126. Concern wa.s also expressed about the problem of the millions of refugees 
from Afghanistan, which, in the view of several speakers, posed serious social 
and economic difficulties to the neighbouring countries. It wa.s said that since 
the foreign military intervention in Afghanistan, the number of such refugees 
wa.s constantly increasing. Divergent views were expressed about the number of 
refugees, the cha.ra.cter and ca.uses of the problem and possible solutions to it. 
The urgent need for a. political solution of the situa.tion in Afghanistan on the 
ba.sis of the total withdrawal of foreign forces from that country wa,s stressed 
by many speakers. 

127. Some delegations rejected the above-mentioned statements concerning the 
situation in Afghanistan and stated that discussion of the situation in tha.t 
country constituted a, flagrant interference in the internal affairs of Afghanistan, 
and wa.s contrary to the principles of international law a.s embodied in the 
Cha.rter of the United Na.tions, It wa.s stated that the so-called "Afghan question?-! 
had been deliberately invented to cover an undecla.red but real wa.r against 
Afghanistan and its people waged by imperialist, hegemonist and other rea.ctiona.ry 
forces. Those forces attempted to prevent the Afghan people from realizing 

their right to self-determina.tion and from pursuing their freely chosen way of 
independent na.tional development started by the April revolution. It wa.s further 
indica.ted that the assistance rendered by the Soviet Union a.t the request of the 
Government of Afghanistan wa.s in accordance with the Afghan-Soviet trea.ty of 
friendship and in strict conformity with the Cha.rter of the United Nations. The 
Soviet assistance wa.s required to help Afghanistan in defending its security and 
national independence against continued armed incursions from outside. It wa.s 
also sta.ted that the only realistic ba,sis for the. political settlement of the 
situation in that region resided in the proposals made by the Government of 
Afghanistan which provided for the cessa.tion of all a.rmed and any other 
interference in the internal affairs of that country and in the crea.tion of 
conditions for preventing such interference in the future. 

128. Referring to the situa.tion in Kampuchea., many speakers deplored the 
continued Vietnamese milita.ry occupation of Kampuchea, as being a. flagrant viola.tion 
of the right to self-determina.tion of the Kampuchean people. The view wa.s 
expressed tha.t the current regime in the country ha.d been imposed by Vietnamese 
military forces. Many speakers expressed deep concern tha.t the continued 
Vietnamese military occupa.tion of Kampuchea. ha.d given rise to an outflow of 
refugees and displa.ced persons which pla,ced a. heavy burden on countries of first 
refuge as well a.s on the international community as a. whole. 
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1?9. Regret wa.s expressed by many speakers that, despite repeaied a.ppeals by the 
international community for the withdrawal of foreign forces from Kampuchea., 
Viet Nam continued to retain its troops and consolidate its presence in thai 
country. In their view, that constituted a. serious threat to interna.tiona.1 pea.ce 
and security, pa.rticula.rly in south-ea.st Asia.. Several references were made in 
tha.t connection to General Assembly resolutions 34/22 of 14 November 1979s 
35/6 of 22 October 1980 and 36/5 of 21 October 1981 and Commission on Human Eights 
resolutions 29 (XXXVI) and 11 (XXXVII). Some representatives welcomed the 
convening of the International Conference on Kampuchea, in July 1981 and expressed 
their support for the Declaraiion and resolution a.dopted by that Conference. 
Several speakers commended the review of further ma.teria.ls on the huma.n rights 
situation in Kampuchea, undertaken by Mr. Eide, Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission. 
An urgent need for a, comprehensive political solution to the Kampuchean problem 
wa.s stressed by several speakers. Such a, solution should, in their view, provide 
for the withdrawal of all foreign milita.ry forces and the exercise of the right 
to self-determination by the Kampuchean people in a, free election under the 
supervision of the United Na.tions. 

130. On the other hand, some speakers rejected what, in their view, constituted 
attempts to use the Commission on Human Rights a.s a, platform for interfering in 
the internal affairs of Kampuchea., whose people had exercised its right to 
self-determination in January 1979 when it ha.d overthrown the bloody regime of 
Pol Pot. In the view of those speakers, the tendentious na.ture of the deba.te on 
Kampuchea, wa.s best illustrated by the absence from the Commission of the legitimate 
representative of Kampuchea.. In such circumstances, it wa,s sadd, any decision 
relating to Kampuchea, taken against the will of the Kampuchean people and in the 
a.bsence of its true representatives could not ha.ve any effect. 

131. The view wa.s expressed that the imperialist, hegemonist and regional 
reactionary forces, ha.ving failed to a.chieve their aggressive purposes by a.rms, 
were now trying to use the United Naiions machinery for interfering in the domestic 
affairs of Kampuchea, in order to divert the Kampuchean people from its course of 
pea.ceful and democratic development. It wa.s stated thai the presence of Vietnamese 
troops in Kampuchea. wa.s part of the fraternal assistance given to Kampuchea, by 
Viet Nam and stemmed from a. valid agreement between Kampuchea, and the Socialist 
Republic of Viet Nam, two independent sovereign countries, and thai those troops 
would be withdrawn just a.s soon as pea.ce and security were restored in the region. 

132. On the question of Western Sa.ha.ra., many representaiives expressed their 
concern regarding the decolonizaiion of thai territory and the right of people 
living there to s elf-de terminai ion and independence. References were ma.de in 
thai connection to General Assembly resolution 36/46 and decision 36/406 of 
24 November 1981 and Commission resolutions 4 (XXXVI) of 15 February 1980 and 
12 (XXXVII) of 6 Ma.rch 1981. Several speakers expressed their support for the 
resolutions a.dopted by the Orga.niza.tion of African Unity in June 1981 and for 
the decisions a.dopted by the Implementaiion Committee on Western Sahara, of OAU 
concerning the organization throughout the territory of Western Sahara, of a. 
general and free referendum of the people of Western Sa.ha.ra, on self-de te rmina.tion. 
One representative expressed his anxiety about possible internaiionalizaiion of 
the conflict in Western Sahara.. It wa,s stressed by several speakers tha.t only 
through negotiaiions could a. just and lasting pea.ce be established in tha.t part 
of Africa.. Appeals were ma,de to the pa.rties to the conflict to observe a. 
cea.se-fire in accordance with relevant OAU decisions. 
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133- In "the view of some speakers, the Commission should refrain from any-
i n i t i a t i v e which might jeopa.rdize the effor ts of the Hea.ds of Stale and Government 
of OAU with rega.rd to the s i tua t ion in Western Sahara.. 

134» Some representat ives drew the a.ttention of the Commission to the fa.ct tha.t 
many small colonial t e r r i t o r i e s in the Paci f ic , Indian and Atlant ic oceans were 
s t i l l denied t h e i r r ight to self-de termination. I t wa.s stated tha t , in 
accordance with the Decla.ra.tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples, such small t e r r i t o r i e s were en t i t l ed to the same degree 
of self-determina.tion and independence as wa.s a.ccorded to former colonial 
countries, i r respect ive of t he i r s ize, population a.nd geographic proximity. The 
colonial Powers, i t wa,s a.dded, were t rying to perpetua.te t h e i r hold on such 
t e r r i t o r i e s , mainly for s t ra teg ic mi l i ta ry purposes. References were ma.de i n 
tha.t connection to Micronesia., Diego Ga.rcxa., Guanta.na.mo and other t e r r i t o r i e s . 
According to other speakers, self-determina.tion could properly he achieved only 
i f paramount importance wa.s accorded to the wishes of the population of those 
t e r r i t o r i e s . 

135* An. exchange of views wa,s also held with rega,rd to some other countries and 
t e r r i t o r i e s . 

136. Six dra.ft resolut ions on item 9 were submitted to the Commission. 

137* At the 9"bh meeting, the representative of Cuba, introduced a. draft resolut ion 
(E/CN.4/1982/L.4) sponsored by Algeria., Bulgaria., Byelorussian boviet Socia l is t 
Republic, Cyprus, Cuba., Democratic Yemen,*J Iraq,;*/ Jordan, Morocco,^/ Pakistan, 
Syrian Ara.b Republic, Tunisia ,^/ Viet Nam,^/ Yugoslavia, a.nd Zimbabwe. 
Afghanistan,;^/ I ran , f / Libyan Ara.b Ja.ma,hiriya.,^/ Ma.da.ga.sca.r,^/ Higeria.,;^/ 
Qa.ta.r^ and Yemen^/ joined the sponsors. 

138. The Commission considered the draft resolut ion a.t i t s 16th a.nd 17th meetings. 
Sepa.ra.te votes were requested on paragraphs 5 and 6. At the request of the 
representative of the United Stales of America., the votes on pa.ra.gra.ph 6 and on 
the draft resolut ion as a. whole were taken by r o l l - c a l l . 

139* At the 17th meeting, the Commission decided on the draft resolut ion as 
follows s 

(a.) I t a.dopted pa.ra,gra.ph 5 hy 22 votes to 8, with 11 abstent ions. 

(b) I t a.dopted paragraph 6 by 17 votes to 12, with 12 abstent ions. 

;*/ In accordance with rule 69, pa.ra.gra.ph 3> of "the rules of procedure of the 
functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council. 
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The voting was as follows! 

In fa.vours Algeria., Bulga,ria., Byelorussia,n Soviet Socialist Republic, Cuba., 
Cyprus, Ethiopia,, Ghana., Greece, India., Jorda.n, Pakistan, Poland, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Uganda,, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
Yugoslavia, Zimba.bwe. 

Against% Australia., Ca,na,da., Costa, Rica., Denmark, France, Germany, 
Federal Republic of, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, United Kingdom 
of Grea.t Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America., 
Zaire. 

Abstaining! Argentina., Brazil, Fiji, Gambia,, Mexico, Panama., Peru, 
Philippines, Senegal, Togo, Uruguay, Zambia.. 

The representative of China, announced that his delegation would not 
pa.rticipa.te in the vote. 

(c) The Commission a.dopted draft resolution E/CN.4/1982/L.4 as a. whole by 
24 votes to 8, with 10 abstentions. The voting wa.s as follows; 

In fa.vour; Algeria,, Argentina., Bulga,ria,, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, China,, Cuba., Cyprus, Ethiopia., Gambia,, Ghana,, Greece, 
India., Jorda.n, Pakistan, Peru, Poland, Senegal, Syrian. Arab 
Republic, Togo, Uganda., Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
Uruguay, Yugo si a. via,, Zimbabwe. 

Against % Australia., Ca.na.da., Denma.rk, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Ita.ly, Netherlands, United Kingdom of Grea.t Britain a,nd 
Northern Ireland, United Sta.tes of America. 

Abstaining; Brazil, Costa. Rica,, Fiji, France, Japan, Mexico, Panama, 
Philippine s, Zaire, Zambia.. 

140. Statements in expla.na.tion of vote were ma.de by the representatives of Brazil, 
Costa. Rica,, the Federal Republic of Germany, Ita.ly, the Netherlands, Peru, the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom, the United Sta.tes 
of America,, Uganda,, Uruguay, Zaire and Zambia.. 

141» For the text of the resolution, see chapter XXVI, section A, resolution 198 2/3. 

142. At the 25th meeting, the representative of the Philippines introduced a. 
draft resolution (E/CN.4/1982/L.2) sponsored by Australia, Canada, Costa. Rica, 
Fiji, Federal Republic of Germa.ny, Ja.pa.n, Malaysia.,;*/ Pakistan, Philippines, 
Singapore,;*/ Thailand,;*/ United Kingdom of Grea,t Britain and Northern Ireland, 
Uruguay and Zaire. Italy, Netherlands and Zambia, joined the sponsors. Later, 
Zambia, withdrew its sponsorship of the draft resolution. 

;*/ In accordance with rule 69, pa.ra.gra.ph 3? of the rules of procedure of the 
functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council. 
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143» The Commission considered the dra.ft r e s o l u t i o n a t i t s 37^h a.nd 38th meet ings . 
At the 38 t h meet ing, the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of Gambia., the USSR a.nd Zambia, ma.de 
s ta tements i n expla.na,tion of vote before the v o t e . The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
P h i l i p p i n e s reques ted a. r o l l - c a l l vote on the d ra f t r e s o l u t i o n a.s a, whole. 

144- At the same meet ing, the Commission a.dopted the dra.ft r e s o l u t i o n by 28 votes 
to 8 , wi th 5 a .bs ten t ions . The vo t ing wa.s as follows? 

In fa.vourg Argentina,, Aus t ra l ia . , B r a z i l , Ca.na.da., China., Costa. Rica., Denma.rk, 
F i j i , Fran.ce, Gambia., Germany, Federa l Republic of, Greece, 
I t a l y , Ja.pa.n, Ne ther lands , P a k i s t a n , Peru, P h i l i p p i n e s , Rwa.nda., 
Senegal , Togo, United Kingdom of Grea.t B r i t a i n a.nd Northern 
Northern I r e l a n d , United S t a t e s of America., Uruguay, Yugoslavia, 
Z a i r e , Zambia,, Zimbabwe. 

Against % Bulga.ria., Bye loruss ian Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republ ic , Cuba., 
Ethiopia. , India., Poland, Syr ian Arab Republ ic , Union of Soviet 
S o c i a l i s t Repub l i c s . 

Abs ta in ing g Algeria., Ghana, Mexico, Panama., Uganda.. 

The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Cyprus announced t h a t h i s de l ega t i on would not 
pa.r t icipa. te i n the v o t e . 

145 . For the t e x t of the r e s o l u t i o n , see chap te r XXVI, s e c t i o n A, r e s o l u t i o n 1982/L3. 

146. At the 25th meet ing, the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of P a k i s t a n in t roduced a. d ra f t 
r e s o l u t i o n (E/CN.4/1982/L.I6) , sponsored by Costa Rica , Egyp t ,* / F i j i , Gambia, 
Jordan, Malaysia. ,*/ Morocco,*/ Oman,*/ P a k i s t a n , P h i l i p p i n e s , Q a t a r , * / 
Saudi Ara.bia.,*/ S ingapore ,* / Somal ia ,* / Sudan,*/ Tha i l and ,* / Tunis ia , ,* / Turkey*/ 
and United Ara.b E m i r a i e s . * / Colombia.,*/ Senegal , Uruguay and Zambia, jo ined the 
sponsors . 

147« The Commission cons idered the dra.ft r e s o l u t i o n a t i t s 37^h and 38th meet ings . 
At the 38th meet ing, t he r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of Cuba, and the USSR ma.de s t a tements 
i n expla.na.tion of vote before the v o t e . The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Costa. Rica, 
reques ted a. r o l l - c a l l vote on the d ra f t r e s o l u t i o n a.s a, whole. 

148 . At the same meet ing, the Commission a,dopted the d ra f t r e s o l u t i o n by 32 votes 
to 7> wi th 4 a b s t e n t i o n s . The vo t ing wa.s as follows? 

In fa.vourS Argentina., Aust ra l ia . , B r a z i l , Ca.na.da,, China,, Costa. Rica., 
Denma.rk, F i j i , F rance , Gambia., Germany, Federa l Republic of, 
Ghana., Greece, I t a l y , Ja.pa.n, Jordan, Mexico, Ne the r l ands , 
P a k i s t a n , Peru , P h i l i p p i n e s , Rwanda,, Senegal , Togo, Uganda., 
United Kingdom of Grea.t B r i t a i n and Northern I r e l a n d , 
United S t a i e s of America., Uruguay, Yugoslavia., Z a i r e , Zambia., 
Zimbabwe. 

* / In accordance with r u l e 69 > para.gra.ph 3 s of the r u l e s of procedure of the 
func t iona l commissions of the Economic and Socia l Counci l . 
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Against % Bulga.ria., Byeloruss ian Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republ ic , Cuba., Ethiopia. , 

Pola.nd, Syr ian Ara.b Republ i c , Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republ ics . 

Ah s t a i n i n g s Algeria,, Cyprus, India., Pa,na.ma.. 

149» For the t e x t of the r e s o l u t i o n , see cha.pter XXVI, s e c t i o n A, r e s o l u t i o n 1982/14 
150. At the 36th meet ing, the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Uganda, in t roduced a. d ra f t 
r e s o l u t i o n (E/CN.4/l982/L.18) sponsored by Algeria., Costa. Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, 
Democratic Yemen, Ghana., Libya.n Ara.b Jamahir iya, ,*/ Ma.da.ga,sca.r,*/ Mexico, Panama., 
Togo, Uganda., Zambia., a.nd Zimba.bwe. 

1 5 1 . At the same meet ing, the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Uganda, o r a l l y r e v i s e d the d ra f t 
r e s o l u t i o n by d e l e t i n g the e i g h t h preambula.r pa ragraph . 

152. Viet Nam*/ jo ined the sponsors . 

153* The Commission cons idered the d ra f t r e s o l u t i o n a.t i t s 37"th a nd 38th meet ings . 
At the 38th meet ing, the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of Zaire and the United S t a t e s of America. 
ma.de s ta tements i n expla.na.tion of vote before the v o t e . The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
Uganda, reques ted a. r o l l - c a l l vote on the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n as a. whole. 

154* At the same meet ing, the Commission a,dopted the dra.ft r e s o l u t i o n , a.s r e v i s e d , 
by 27 votes t o 3> wi th 13 a b s t e n t i o n s . The vo t ing wa.s a.s fo l lows ; 

In fa,vours Algeria, , Argentina., Aus t ra l ia , , Bra.zi l , Bu lga r i a , Byeloruss ian 
Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republ ic , Costa. Rica,, Cuba,, Cyprus, Ethiopia. , 
F i j i , Gambia.,**/ Ghana,, Greece, India,, Mexico, Panama., Peru, 
Poland, Rwanda., Syr ian Arab Republ ic , Togo, Uganda., 
Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republ ics , Yugoslavia., Zambia, Zimba.bwe. 

Against s Senegal , United S t a t e s of America,, Z a i r e . 

Abs ta in ing g Ca.na.da, China,, Denmark, P rance , Germany, Federa l Republic of, 
I t a l y , Ja,pa.n, Jordan , Ne the r l ands , P a k i s t a n , P h i l i p p i n e s , 
United Kingdom of Grea.t B r i t a i n and Northern I r e l a n d , Uruguay. 

155« Fo r the t e x t of the r e s o l u t i o n , see chap t e r XXVI, s e c t i o n A, r e s o l u t i o n 1982/15» 

I 5 6 . At the 36th meet ing, the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of E th iop i a in t roduced a. d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n ( E / C N . 4 / 1 9 8 2 / L . 2 0 ) sponsored by Algeria. , Cuba, E t h i o p i a , Gambia, Ghana, 
Libyan Ara.b Jamahir iya . ,* / Ma.da.ga.sca.r,*/ N i g e r i a , * / Rwanda, Uganda., Yugoslavia, 
Z a i r e , Zambia, and Zimba.bwe. 

*_/ I n accordance wi th r u l e 69, pa.ra.gra.ph 3> of the r u l e s of procedure of the 
f u n c t i o n a l commissions of the Economic and Soc ia l Counci l . 

* * / The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Gambia, subsequent ly informed the secreta.r ia . t t h a t 
h i s d e l e g a t i o n ha.d in tended t o a b s t a i n . 
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157" The Commission considered the dra.ft resolution a.t its 38th meeting. The 
representative of Ethiopia, requested a. roll-call vote on theddraft resolution as 
a. whole. 

158. At the same meeting, the Commission a.dopted the draft resolution by 32 votes 
to 8, with 3 abstentions. The voting wa.s as follows s 

In fa.vours Algeria., Argentina., Brazil, Bulga.ria., Byelorussia.n Soviet 
Socialist Republic, China., Costa. Rica., Cuba., Cyprus, Ethiopia., 
Fiji, Gambia., Ghana., India., Jordan, Mexico, Pakistan, Panama., 
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Rwanda., Senegal, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Togo, Uganda, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
Uruguay, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia., Zimba.bwe. 

Against; Australia., Ca.na.da, Denma,rk, Prance, Germany, Federal Republic of, 
Italy, United Kingdom of Grea.t Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United States of America.. 

Abstaining; Gree ce, Japan, Netherlands. 

159' For the text of the resolution, see chapter XXVI, section A, resolution 
1982/16,, 

160. At the 38th meeting, the representat ives of Argentina., Brazi l , I t a l y , 
Netherlands, Uruguay and United States of America, ma.de statements i n explanation 
of vote on draft resolutions E/CN.4/1982/L.2, E/CN.4/1982/L.I6, E/CN.4/1982/L.I8 
and E/CN.4/1982/L.20. 

161. At the 37"th meeting, the representa.tive of Costa Rica, introduced and ora l ly 
revised a. dra.ft res olution (E/CN. 4/198 2/L. 21 ) sponsored by Algeria., Australia., 
Costa. Rica, and F i j i , subsequently joined by the Federal Republic of Germany. 

162. The Commission considered the draft resolut ion at i t s 37"th, 38th and 
60th meetings. 

163. At the 37th meeting, the representat ive of Austral ia ora l ly revised operative 
pa.ra.gra.phs 4> 9 and 11 of the draft resolut ion. The representa.tive of Pakistan 
introduced and fur ther modified amendments (E/CN.4/1982/L.30) to the dra.ft 
resolut ion. 

164» At the 38th meeting, the representa.tive of Ethiopia, introduced oral 
amendments to the dra.ft resolut ion which were subsequently reproduced in 
document E/CN.4/1982/L.32. At the same meeting, the representa.tive of Zimba.bwe 
introduced an oral amendment to the effect tha.t a. new pa.ra,gra,ph be inser ted a f te r 
operative pa.ra,gra.ph 5 of the draft resolut ion. Also at the same meeting, the 
representat ive of the United States of America, introduced oral amendments to the 
draft resolut ion, which were subsequently reproduced in document E/CN.4/1982/L.34. 

I65 . The Commission considered the draft resolut ion and amendments at i t s 60th 
meeting, on 11 March 1982. The Commission decided to postpone a.ction on draft 
resolut ion E/CN.4/l982/L.21 and the amendments as contained in documents 
E/CN.4/1982/L.30, E/CN.4/1982/L.32 and E/CN.4/1982/L.34. (For the text of the 
decision, see cha.pteïXXXyi^esèâtmofi,Bfsdœei6moSi9ffi98'?./lÔ4). 
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VIII. QUESTION OF THE HUMAN EIGHTS OF ALL PERSONS SUBJECTED TO 
ANY FORM OF DETENTION OR IMPRISONMENT, IN PARTICULAR: 
A. TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING 
TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT; R. QUESTION OF MISSING AND 
DISAPPEARED PERSONS 

A. Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment 

166. The Commission considered agenda item 10 (a.) r.t its 60th meeting on 
11 March 1982. 

167. The Commission had before it a number of documents, including: the "Draft 
international convention against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment" submitted by Sweden (E/CN.4/1285)j the revised draft 
convention submitted by Sweden (E/CN.4/WG.1/WP.1)f the draft convention for the 
prevention and suppression of torture submitted by the International Association of 
Penal Law (E/CN.4/NGO/13); the report of the I98O Working Group (E/198O/13, 
paras 201-209) 5 the report of the 1981 Working Group (E/19OI/25, paras. 100-189) ; 
a draft preamble and proposed final provisions submitted by Sweden (E/CN.4/1427)5 
a draft provisional protocol submitted by Costa Rica (E/CN.4/1409)I and a revised 
draft relating to implementation clauses submitted by Sweden (E/CN.4/1493). 

168. On the recommendation of the Commission as contained in its 
resolution 25 (XXXVTl) of 10 March I98I, the Economic and Social Council, by its 
resolution 1981/37 of 8 May 1981, had authorized a meeting of an open-ended 
working group for a period of one week prior to the thirty-eighth session of the 
Commission to complete the work on a draft convention against torture and other 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. The General Assembly, in its 
resolution y6/60 of 25 November 1981, requested the Commission at its thirty-eighth 
session to complete this task as a matter of highest priority, with a view to 
submitting a draft convention, including provision for its effective implementation, 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh session. 

169. The open-ended Working Group met before the session of the Commission from 
25 to 29 January 1982. As decided by the Commission (decision 1982/101 of 
3 February 1982), the Group continued its work during the session of the Commission. 

170. At the 60th meeting, on 11 March 1982, the Commission considered and took note 
of the report of the Working Group (E/OT.4/I902/L.40), the text of which is 
reproduced in an addendum to the present report (E/l982/l2/Add.1-
E/CN.4/l902/30/Add.l, sect.A). 

171. At the same meeting, the representative of Denmark introduced two draft 
resolutions; E/CN.4/1982/L.29, sponsored by Denmark, Finland*, Norway"" end Sweden*, 

2/ In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3> of the rules of procedure of the 
functional Commissions of the Economic and Social Council. 
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and E/CN.4/I982/L.52, sponsored by Cuba, Denmark, Prance, Greece, India, 
Netherlands, Norway""", Senegal and Sweden""". An estimate of the programme budget 
implications (E/CN.4/1982/L£3)l/of draft resolution E/CN.4/1982/L.52 was drawn to 
the attention of the Commission. The draft resolutions were adopted without a 
vote. 

172. For the texts of the resolutions, see Chapter XXVI, section A, 
resolutions 1982/43 and I9O2/44. 

B. Question of missing and disappeared persons 

173» The Commission considered agenda item 10 and 10 (b) at its 38th to 
40th meetings, held on 25 and 26 February 1982, and at its 56th meeting on 
10 March 1982. 

174» The Commission on Human Eights, a.t its thirty-sixth session, adopted on 
29 February 1980, resolution 20 (XXXVI) in which it decided, inter alia, to 
establish for a period of one year a working group consisting of five of its 
members, to serve as experts in their individual capacities, for the examination of 
matters relevant to enforced or involuntary disappearances of persons; it requested 
the Working Group to subnrLt to the Commission at its thirty-seventh session a report 
on its activities, together with its conclusions and recommendations. At its 
thirty-seventh session, the Commission adopted, on 26 February 1981, its 
resolution 10 (XXXVIl) by which it decided to extend for one year the term of the 
Working Group's mandate, as laid down in Commission resolution 20 (XXXVl), and 
requested the Working Group to submit to the Commission at its thirty-eighth session 
a report on its work, together with its conclusions and recommendations, and to bear 
in mind the obligation to discharge its mandate with discretion so as, inter alia, 
to protect persons providing information or to limit the dissemination of 
information provided by Governments. The Commission, in its resolution 10 (XXXVIl), 
also renewed its appeal to all Governments to co-operate in a spirit of complete 
confidence with the Working Group and it requested the Sub-Commission on Prevention 
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to continue studying the most 
effective means for eliminating enforced or involuntary disappearances of persons, 
with a view to making general recommendations to the Commission at its 
thirty-eighth session. In that resolution the Commission also decided to consider, 
at its thirty-eighth session, the question of missing and disappeared persons under 
a subitem of its agenda. The Eonomic and Social Council, by its decision 193l/l39 
of 8 May 1981, approved the Commission's decision in its resolution 10 (XXXVIl) to 
extend the term of the mandate of the Working Group. 

3/ In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3> of the rules of procedure of the 
functional Commissions of the Economic and Social Council. 

l/ An estimate of the administrative and programme budget implications of the 
Commission's resolutions and decisions appears in annex III. 
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175» The Siib-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Ilinorities 
considered the question of enforced and involuntary disappearances at its 
thirty-fourth session and on 10 September 1901 it adopted resolution 15 (XXXIV) in 
which it, inter alia,, reiterated the right of families to know the fate of their 
relatives and strongly appealed for the reappearance of all detainees currently held 
in secret detention. The Sub-Commission also, in that resolution, expressed its 
conviction to the Commission that, in view of the persistence of violations 
resulting from the many cases of disappearance of persons which were still 
occurring in the world, the extension of the mandate of the Working Group on 
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances was indispensable. In paragraph 6 of the 
resolution, the Sub-Commission set out a number of courses of action which it 
recommended for the consideration of the Commission. 

176. The General Assembly, at its thirty-sixth session, adopted, on 
l6 December 1.901? resolution 36/163 in which it stated its conviction that the 
action taken, in consultation with the Governments concerned, to promote the 
implementation of the resolutions relevant to the plight of missing or disappeared 
persons should be continued. The Assembly also requested the Commission to 
continue to study the question of enforced or involuntary disappearances as a matter 
of priority, and to talce any step it might deem necessary to the pursuit of the task 
of the Working Group 1 the Assembly also appealed to all Governments to provide the 
Working Group and the Commission on Human Plights with the full co-operation 
warranted hy their strictly humanitarian objectives raid their working methods based 
on discretion. 

177» In connection with its consideration of subitem 10 (b) of its agenda, the 
Commission had before it at its thirty-eighth session the following documents: 

The report of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances 
(E/CIT.4/1492 and Add.l); 

A written statement submitted by the Christian Democratic World Union, 
a non-governmental organization in category II consultative status 
(E/CN.4/1982/FGO/3); 

A written statement submitted by the International League for the Eights 
and Liberation of Peoples, a non-governmental organization in consultative 
status (Roster) (S/CÏÏ.4/1902/NGO/16); 

The annual report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to the 
General Assembly of the Organization of American States submitted in 
accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1159 (XLl) 
(E/CN.4/1932/2). 

173. The Commission considered the question of missing and disappeared persons from 
the 33th to 40th and at the 56th meetings. The general debate on the question is 
reflected in the summary records of those meetings. 

179» The Commission heard statements by the observers for Bolivia, (33th meeting), 
El Salvador (39th meeting), Iran (40th meeting), Iraq (40th meeting), Nicaragua 
38th meeting), Norway (30th meeting); Sweden (38th meeting) and Switzerland 
39th meeting). 

- 47 -



180. The observers for the following non-governmental organisations in consultative 
status with the Economic and Social Council made statements: International 
Confederation of Free Trade Unions (category i) (30th meeting)j 
Amnesty International (category II) (39"th meeting); International Commission of 
Jurists (category II) (40th meeting); International Movement for Fraternal Union 
among Races and Peoples (category II) (40th meeting); Pax Christi International 
(category II) (40th meeting); Pax Romana (category II) (40th meeting). 

131. The Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary 
Disappearances introduced the Group's report (E/CF.4/1492 and Add.l) at the 
33th mee.ting. He informed the Commission of the increasing co-operation received 
by the Working Group from Governments and offered the Group's thanks to those 
Governments for that co-operation. He drew the Commission's attention to the 
Group's humanitarian and impartial approach to its tasks. The Chairman-Rapporteur 
noted that while some of the persons reported to the Group as missing should not 
properly have been on the lists, the discussions of the Group made it clear that 
genuine cases of disappearances had occurred which violated fundamental human 
rights. The Group reported a net increase in recent disappearances and in the 
official steps taken by certain.countries to end such disappearances. Some 
Governments were now giving families official" explanations of_what happened, but 
there was still much unfinished business, and the Group had been informed on all 
sides that the families would not give up. The Group was looking forward with 
interest to the statements by the representatives and observers. At the end of 
the discussion of the question of missing and disappeared persons at the 
Commission's 40th meeting, the Chairman-Rapporteur responded to questions and 
observations regarding the report made during the debate and promised that if its 
mandate were renewed the Working Group would take careful note of the points made 
in the debate. 

182. In the course of the debate most speakers expressed deep concern at enforced 
or involuntary disappearances occurring in varying degrees in different parts of the 
world, and many noted that the number of disappearances was increasing. One 
speaker stated that it was disappointing to see that a decrease in disappearances 
in certain countries seemed to be outmatched by an increase in other countries. 
Enforced or involuntary disappearances were characterized as a particularly 
alarming kind of human rights abuse that ran counter to all rules and procedures 
designed to safeguard the rights to liberty and security of persons. Many speakers 
voiced the opinion that enforced or involuntary disappearances should be condemned 
as one of the cruellest forms of violations of the human rights of both the victims 
and their families. It was stated that the practice of secret detention must be 
stopped and the right to a fair trial guaranteed. Some speakers expressed their 
understanding of the anguish and sorrow of the relatives of missing persons and the 
right of relatives to know about the missing members of their family was reaffirmed. 

183. Some speakers stated that disappearances were now a method used by some regimes 
to contain opposition. One speaker said that disappearances were often related to 
deep-rooted problems faced by Governments, but that under no circumstances was there 
an excuse to have recourse to such anti-constitutional and anti-democratic methods. 

184. Many speakers also made special reference to the disappearance of children as 
a particularly grave phenomenon that warranted all the attention and concern of the 
international community. One speaker specifically recalled that such concern was 
also expressed in resolution 23 of the World Conference of the United Nations 
Decade for Women? Equality, Development and Peace. 
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185. Most speakers expressed appreciation of the report of the "forking Group, which, 
they found well-balanced and factual. The humanitarian approach adopted by the 
Group with a view to informing relatives of the whereabouts of the missing members 
of their family was welcomed by those speakers, as was the practice of the Group's 
Chairman of contacting Governments in connection with urgent reports of 
disappearances. The co-operation of Governments was important to the success of 
the Group's work and many speakers welcomed the increase in the co-operation by 
Governments and expressed appreciation to those Governments. Hope was expressed 
that other Governments would also begin to co-operate with the Group. 

186. Most speakers noted that the Group had not been able to complete its complex 
and difficult task and that in view of the continuing reports of disappearances the 
Group's mandate should be renewed. One representative stated that the prime 
responsibility for ending enforced or involuntary disappearances lay with the 
Governments of States where such disappearances were occurring. A review of the 
results obtained after two yeaxs raised the question whether that new and expensive 
procedure was really necessary, since other mechanisms existed for investigating 
disappearances. 

187. Many speakers expressed approval of the Working Group's approach to its tasks 
and welcomed the discretion it used in carrying out its activities. It was stated 
that it was clear that the Working Group had made every endeavour to take into 
account the comments made by the Commission at its thirty-sixth session, in 
particular in ensuring that the Group's methods were in accordance with its mandate. 
One speaker regretted that the contents of the Working Group's report related 
particularly to one region, since that could lead to error concerning the magnitude 
and characteristics of the problem. Another speaker found the report repetitive and 
said that that tended to magnify the true extent of the problem. Some speakers 
expressed reservations regarding the sources of certain information submitted to the 
Working Group and stated that care should be taken to avoid politically motivated 
information. 

188. At the 39th meeting, the representative of France introduced draft 
resolution E/CN.4/1982/L.I7. 

189. At the 56th meeting, held on 10 March 1922, and prior to the voting on the 
draft resolution, the Chairman drew the Commission's attention to the estimate of 
the programme budget implications (E/CN.4/1982/L.19) 2/ of draft 
resolution E/CN.4/1982/L.17. 

2/ An estimate of the administrative and programme budget implications of 
the Commission's resolutions and decisions appears in annex III. 
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190. At the same meeting, the representative of Argentina ma.de a statement in 
explanation of vote before the vote. 

191. At the same meeting, draft resolution E/CN.4/l932/L,17 was adopted v/ithout a 
vote. 

192. At the 57"bh meeting, on 10 March 1982, the representatives of Cyprus and 
Greece made statements. 

193. For the text of the resolution, see chapter XXVT, section A, 
resolution 1982/24. 
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IX. FURTHER PROMOTION AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF HUMAN RIGHT G AND 
FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS, INCLUDING THE QUESTION OF THE 
PROGRAMME AND METHODS OF WORK OF THE ̂ COMMISSION; ALTERNATIVE 
APPROACHES AND UAYS AND MEANS UITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS 
SYSTEM FOR IMPROVING THE EFFECTIVE ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
AMD FONDAMENTAL FREEDOMS - NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS FOR THE 
PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

194- The Commission discussed item 11 at its 14th, 15th, 16th meetings, on 
10 and 11 February, and at its 60th meeting on 11 March 1982. 

195» The Commission had before it the following documents; 

The report of the working group established under Commission on Human Rights 
resolution 28 (XXXVl) (E/CN.4/L.1577)5 

A report of the Secretary-General on national institutions for the promotion 
and protection of human rights (A/36/440)| 

A report of the Secretary-General on the development of public information 
activities in the field, of human rights (E/CN.4/1496) ', 

A note by the Secretary-General on information submitted in accordance with I 
Economic and Social Council resolution 1159 (XLl) regarding co-operation with 
regional intergovernmental bodies concerned with human rights (E/CN.4/1932/1); 

The annual report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, I98O-I9SI 
(E/CN.4/1982/2); 

A written statement submitted by the Christian Democratic World Union, a 
non-governmental organization in category II consultative status (E/CN.4/1982/NGO/4). 

196. The item was introduced at the 14th meeting by the Director of the Division of 
Human Rights. 

197* During the discussion on 10 and 11 February 1932, delegations indicated their 
views on the item and sought to provide guidance to the sessional working group due 
to meet later on the item, on matters which could usefully be considered by the 
working group. It was the view of many delegations that the working group should he-
selective and should focus on concrete proposals to enhance the promotion and 
protection of human rights. It was suggested that the working group should 
concentrate on practical proposals capable of obtaining agreement in the Commission. 
Oneactnsa mentioned by various delegations in that regard, was the functioning of the 
Commission and measures which could be taken to bring about improvements therein. 

198. During the discussion, the role of the Commission as the main United Nations 
organ concerned with human rights 'under the Charter of the United Nations was 
emphasized by many delegations. It was said, in particular, that the co-ordinating 
role of the Commission was very important and reference was made in that regard to 
the incorporation of co-ordination in the terms of reference of the Commission 
decided upon in Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/36 of 10 May 1979« The 
viev/ was expressed that the enlargement of the Commission to its current membership 
of 43 and the extension of its sessions to six weeks had been useful improvements. 
However, it was said, that those measures, though useful, were not by themselves 
enough!" 
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199- The view was expressed that the organizational structure and. capacity of the 
United Nations in the field of human rights was satisfactory and that there was not 
need for any new organs. The opinion was expressed that there might he duplication 
and overlapping in some instances. 

200. Various delegations referred to the schedule of meetings of the General Assembly, 
the Economic and Social Council, the Commission and. the Sub-Commission. The view 
was expressed, that the meetings of the Commission took place much too soon after the 
session of the General Assembly and that the sessions of the organs mentioned above 
were not sufficiently spaced out during the year. It was therefore suggested that 
the Sub-Commission could, meet in January/February and the Commission in May/June, 
with the Commission's report being considered by the Economic and. Social Council at 
its second session, in July. It was suggested, that the Commission could recommend 
to the Economic and. Social Council that it study a pattern of sessions along those 
lines. On the other hand, the view was expressed that the session of the 
Sub-Commission should, follow that of the Commission, as under existing practice. 

201. It was said by some delegations that the Commission should, seek to elaborate a 
long-term programme of work designed to implement the provisions of General Assembly 
resolution 32/130 of 16 December 1977- Particular stress was laid by many 
delegations on the indivisibility and. interdependence of all human rights. 
Reference was also made to the urgent need to protect fundamental human rights, such 
as the right to life and. the elimination of racial discrimination. 

202. Many delegations said that particular attention should be paid, to measures which 
could be taken to strengthen the role of the United Nations in responding to mass 
and. flagranttviolations of human rights. The need for the United Nations to respond 
immediately to violations of human rights was particularly emphasized by those 
delegations. In that regard it was said that an intersessional role for the Bureau 
of the Commission could, be worked out and. that the possibility of holding emergency 
sessions of the Commission, if necessary, should, also be considered. It was said, 
however, that if an intersessional role for the Bureau, or emergency sessions of the 
Commission, were to be decided upon, it would, be necessary to define the role of the 
Bureau, the modalities for convening its meetings and the modalities for convening 
emergency sessions of the Commission. 

203. Some delegations felt that the establishment of a post of United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights could be a useful way for the United Nations to enhance 
its activities for the promotion and protection of human rights and for dealing with 
humanitarian problems, such as violations of human rights. On the other hand, other 
delegations expressed reservations about the usefulness of such a proposal. They 
felt that the establishment of a post of High Commissioner would not be consistent 
with the Charter, and that the High Commis sioner, as a single individual, could not 
supplant the role of democratic organs composed of the representatives of sovereign 
States. 

204. The view was expressed, that the role of the Secretariat in supporting the 
activities of human rights organs was a very important one, and that the Division 
of Human Rights should be provided, with enough staff and resources to enable it to 
perform its functions. In that regard, it was said that care should, be taken to 
ensure the efficiency and. effectiveness of the Division. Some delegations expressed 
support for the redesignation of the Division as a Centre for Human Rights, while 
some other delegations expressed, their opposition to that idea. 
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205» It was suggested that attention should be given to the enhancement of public 
information activities in the field of human rights and in particular to the 
dissemination of the provisions of international instruments on human rights. It 
was said that a crucial role in that regard should be played by Member States 
themselves, and. that the Commission could recommend to Governments that they step up 
their dissemination of the basic international instruments in the field of human 
rights. 

206. It v/as suggested that the Working Group could consider the role of the 
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Ilinorities as a 
complement to the Commission in the promotion and protection of human rights. 

207- Various delegations referred to proposals and. suggestions which had been before 
the Working Group of the Commission at its thirty-seventh session and which were 
contained in the report of the Working Group at that session (E/CN.4/L.1577)« 

203. At its 4th meeting, on 3 February 1982, the Commission decided 
(decision 1902/101 of 3 February 1982) to establish an informal open-ended working 
group for the consideration of agenda item 11. 

209» The informal open-ended working group held five meetings, on 11, 12, 22 and 
24 February and on 3 March 1982. At its 5th meeting, on 3 March 1982, the working 
group adopted its report, the text of which was reproduced in an addendum to the 
present report (E/l932/l2/Add.l-E/CN.4/l982/30/Add.l, sect. B). 

210. At the 60th meeting, on 11 March 1982, the Chairman of the Working Group 
introduced the draft resolution contained in the Working Group's report 
(E/CN.4/1932/L.39, para. 18) and revised it orally. 

211. At the "same meatingethe^dràf tlresoliaéicn, às^revised^iwas .-attopteâ-'" without ••!..-
a vote. 

212. For the text of the resolution, see chapter XXVI, section A, resolution 1982/40. 

213» At the same meeting, the representative of the Netherlands introduced a draft 
resolution (E/CN.4/1982/L.36) sponsored by the delegations of Australia, Canada, 
Costa Rica, Denmark, Fiji, France, Gambia, Ireland,^ Japan, Italy, Netherlands, 
Panama, Peru, Philippines, Senegal, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of America and Zambia. 

214» At the same meeting, the draft resolution was adopted without a vote. 

215. For the text of the resolution, see chapter XXVI, section A, resolution 1932/41-

216. At the 60th meeting, on 11 March 1982, the Commission considered, and adopted 
without a vote, draft resolution E/CN.4/l982/L.59s sponsored by Australia, Gambia, 
India, Netherlands and Yugoslavia.] 

217. For the text of the resolution see chapter XXVI, section A, resolution 1982/42. 

^J In accordance with rule 69? paragraph 3J of the rules of procedure of the 
functional commissions of the Economic and. Social Council. 
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X. QUESTION CE 'TBI • VI9&ATICK^F^Ht^AN ~Rl®HTS-ISP FLTCrïJSTiL 
FREEDO^'lX ALKÏ FART ̂ -T^E- WORLD ,' VJ1TË-- PART IGf LAA 'REPElSNC®' TO 
COLONIAA-viET. GTMR DEPENDENT COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES 

218. The Commission considered item 12 and its subitems at its 42nd to 51st closed 
meetings from 1 to 5 March 1982, at its 51st to 55"bh public meetings from 
5 to 9 March 1982, and at its 57th to 60th public meetings on 10 and 11 March 1982. 
The item as a whole and subitem 12 (a) were considered at the 51st to 55th and 
57th to 60th public meetings, and subitem 12 (To) was considered at the 42nd to 
51st closed meetings. 

Consideration of item 12 as a whole 

219. At the Commission's 51st meeting on 5 March 1982 and before opening the public 
debate on item 12 as a whole, the Chairman reminded the Commission that it had 
taken decisions in private session under Economic and Social Council 
resolution 150J (XLVIIl) of 27 May 1970 concerning: Afghanistan, Argentina, 
German Democratic Republic, Haiti, Paraguay, Republic of Korea, Uruguay and 
Venezuela, and that in conformity with paragraph 8 of that resolution, members and 
delegations should make no reference in the public debate to those decisions nor 
to any confidential material relating thereto. 

220. During the debate on item 12 as a whole and subitem 12 (a), statements wore 
made by the observers forj Afghanistan, Belgium, Bolivia, Czechoslovakia, 
Democratic Kampuchea, El Salvador, German Democratic Republic, Guatemala, 
Holy See, Hungary, Iran, Ireland, Israel, Mongolia, Morocco, Nicaragua, Norway, 
Somalia, Sweden, Turkey and Viet Nam. A statement was also made by the 
representative of UNESCO. 

221. The Commission also heard statements by representatives of the following 
non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the Economic and 
Social Councils Amnesty International (category II), Anti-Slavery Society 
(category II), Bahâ'i International Community (category II), Christian! 
Democratic World Union (category II), Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs (category II), Indian Law Resource Centre (Roster), International Commission 
of Jurists (category II), International Confederation of Free Trade Unions 
(category I), International Council of Jewish Women (category II), International 
Federation of Human Rights (category II), International Federation of Rural Adult 
Catholic Movements (Roster), International Indian Treaty Council (category II), 
International League for Human Rights (category II), International League for 
the Rights and Liberation of peoples (Roster), International Movement for 
Fraternal Union among Races and Peoples (category II), Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(category I), Pax Christi (category II), Pax Romana (category II), World 
Association for the School as an Instrument of Peace (Roster), World Peace Council 
(Roster), World University Service (category II). 

222. In addition to the documents mentioned below, the Commission had before it 
the following documents in connection with its consideration of item 121 

Note verbale dated 31 August 1981 from the permanent Mission of the 
Mongolian People's Republic to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed 
to the Director of the Division of Human Rights (E/CN.4/1514 -
E/CN.4/Sub.2/493); 
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Note verbale dated 4 September 1981 from the Permanent Missiin :>f Israel 
to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the Division of Human 
Eights (E/CN.4/1515 - E/C]Sr.4/Sub.2/494) ,* 

Written statement submitted by the Inter-Parliamentary Union, a 
non-governmental organization in category I consultative status 
(E/CN.4/l982/NGO/l and Add.1)5 

Written statement submitted by the World Council of Indigenous Peoples, 
a non-governmental organization in category II consultative status 
(E/OT.4/1982/MX)/35) I 

Letter dated 9 March 1982 from the representative of the United States of 
America to the Chairman of the Commission on Human Eights at its 
thirty-eighth session (E/CN.4/1982/27); 

Written statement submitted by Caritas Internationalis (international 
Conferation of Catholic Charities), a non-governmental organization in 
category II consultative status (E/CN.4/1982/NG0/36). 

223. During the general debate on item 12, delegations referred to particular 
situations of human rights violations, and to the methods and procedures of the 
Commission in relation to the violation of human rights. Many delegations deplored 
that violations of human rights continued to be a distressingly common phenomenon 
in many parts of the world. Eeports about the most grave infrigements on the 
physical integrity, security and liberty of persons continued to reach the 
Commission. The United Nations, and particularly the Commission, were still 
trying to find more efficient mechanisms to face human rights violations in the 
world. The examination of the situation of human rights in the world should bo 
of a constructive, balanced, non-discriminatory and non-confrontational character. 
Some speakers said that the Commission should not engage itself in undue 
interference in the internal affairs of any Member State and should not 
concentrate on or discriminate against particular countries or regions. Other 
delegations said that the Commission had a right and duty to continue to examine 
particular situations of human rights violations and to take such measures as it 
deemed appropriate. The Commission's activities should be based on a spirit 
of co-operation and universal respect for human rights for all. The view was 
expressed that the Commission should not depart from either the public or the 
confidential procedures established for the consideration of violations of human 
rights. It was stated that the introduction of the public and confidential 
procedures was a step forward in the promotion of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, although there were certain weaknesses in the functioning of those 
procedures which could damage their positive influence. It was also stated that 
the Commission seemed to be adopting a more global approach to violations of 
human rights, in spite of repeated references to certain countries and not to 
others. 

224. In the course of the debate, statements were also made concerning alleged 
violations of human rights in specific countriesj those statements and the replies 
made by representatives of Governments are summarized in the rereords of the 
meetings. In that context, reference was made to the denial of the right to 
self-determination, including foreign intervention and occupation, and to the 
free disposal of natural resources s references were also made to apartheid, 
racial discrimination, mass exoduses for political or economic reasons, 
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large-scale murder of persons, violations of trade-union rights, disappearances of 
persons, summary and arbitrary executions, torture, persecution of religous 
minorities, arbitrary arrests, detention without trial and expression of the rights 
to freedom of thought, conscience, religion, and of association; violation of 
human rights of indigenous and non-white populations and the violation of economic, 
social and cultural rights involved in situations of extreme poverty, 
unemployment, malnutrition, lack of health services and illiteracy. In that 
context, some speakers noted the close relationship and interdependence between 
economic, social and cultural rights and civil and political rights and attributed 
many violations of human rights in different parts of the world to the unjust 
international economic order. It was said that national security could not be 
Invoked to justify or excuse the violation of human rights. 

Human rights and massive exoduses 

225. The Commission considered the question of human rights and massive exoduses 
at its 55~th meeting on 9 March 1982, and at its 59th meeting on 11 March 1982. 
In connection with its consideration of human rights and massive exoduses, the 
Commission had before it the study on human rights and massive exoduses prepared 
by the Special Rapporteur, Sadruddin Aga Khan (E/CF.4/150'3 ; * / ) . 

226. At the 55"th meeting, the Special Rapporteur introduced his report to tho 
Commission, and at the end of the debate ma.de observations on the points raised 
in the discussion. 

227. At the 57th meeting, on 10 March 1982, the representative of Canada 
introduced a draft resolution (E/CN.4/1982/L.57) sponsored by Argentina, 
Australia, Canada, Costa Rica, Japan, Jordan, Lebanon, ^J Mexico, Pakistan, 
Panama., Philippines and Senegal. 

228. At the 59"th meeting, on 11 March 1982, and prior to the adoption of the 
draft resolution, the attention of the Commission was drawn to an estimate of the 
programme budget implications (E/CH".4/1982/L.68) l/ of draft 
resolution E/CN.4/1982/L.57. At the sane meeting the draft resolution was adopted 
without a vote. 

229. For the text of the resolution, see chapter XXVI, section A, 
resolution I982/32. 

Summary or arbitrary executions 

230. At the 57th meeting, on 10 March 1982, the representative of Denmark 
introduced a draft resolution (E/CN.4/1982/L.50) sponsored by Costa Rica, Cyprus, 
Denmark and Zambia. At the 59th meeting, on 11 March 1982, the representative of 
Denmark revised the draft resolution. At the same meeting, and prior to the 
vote on the revised draft resolution, the attention of the Commission wa„s drawn 
to an estimate of the programme budget implications (E/CF.4/1982/L.66) 2/ of 
draft resolution E/CN.4/1982/L.5O. 

jy In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3? cf the rules of procedure of the 
functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council. 

l/ An estimate of the admini s tractive and programme budget implications of 
the Commission's resolutions and decisions appears in annex III. 

2/ Idem. 
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231. At the 59"th meeting, on 11 March 1982, the representative of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics requested a separate vote on operative 
paragraphs 2 to 7 °f the draft resolution. By 31 votes to 6, vith 6 abstentions, 
the Commission decided to retain those paragraphs. At the sane meeting, the 
draft resolution was adopted by 33 votes to 1, with 8 abstentions. 

232. For the text of the resolution, see chapter XXVI, section A, 
resolution 1982/29. 

Question of rights and responsibilities in promoting respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms 

233* At the 59"th meeting, on 11 March 1982, the Commission considered draft 
resolution E/CN.4/1982/L.55? sponsored by Canada and Senegal. At the sane 
meeting, the representative of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Eepublic 
proposed oral amendments to the draft resolution, which were accepted by the 
sponsors. At the sane meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution, as 
orally amended, without a vote. 

234» For the text of the resolution, see chapter XXVI, section A, 
resolution I982/3O. 

Situation of human rights in Bolivia 

235» The Commission had before it the following documents s 

Study by the Special Envoy of the Commission on Human Rights, 
Professor Hector Gros Espiell, pursuant to resolution 34 (XXXVIl) 
(E/CN.4/1500 and Add.1)5 

Written statement submitted by the International League for the Rights 
and Liberation of Peoples, a non-governmental organization in consultative 
status (Roster) (E/eN.4/l982/MX)/25). 

236. At the 51st meeting, on 5 Mardh 1982, the Special Envoy introduced his 
report to the Commission. \ 

237» At the 59th meeting, on 11 March 1982, the Commission considered a draft 
resolution (E/CIT.4/1982/L.58) sponsored by Canaxla. At the sane meeting, the 
representative of Brazil proposed oral amendments which were accepted by the 
sponsor. The attention of the Commission was drawn to the estimate of programme 
budget implications (E/CN.4/l982/L.65) 3_/ of draft resolution E/CN.4/1982/L. 58 
prior to its adoption. 

238. At the same meeting, the representative of the United States of America made 
a statement in explanation of the vote before the vote, 

239. At the same meeting, the draft resolution, as orally amended, was adopted 
without a. vote. 

Idem. 
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