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The meeting was called to order at 11.10 a.m.

- ]

HUMAN FGGHTS QUESTIONS (A/36/209; Eugﬂuzé and Corr.l and 28) (coutinued)

1. Mizs CAO-PINNA (Italy) said that, since discussion of the report of the
Commission on Human Rights (E/1901/25) could not be as exhaustive as it deserved
to be, she would confine her comments to certain aspects of the Commission's work.

2. First she pointed out that, as the press attended few, if any, of the
Commission®s meetings, no echo of the Commission's work reached the pubiie. That
was prejudicial to the image of the Commission as the principal orgen of the United
Hations in the field of human rights. The press generally dealt with humsn rights
situations through its direct chamnnels of information meking no use of the
documentation availaeble to or the sction teken by the Commission. FNoting that
resolution 2 (XOVII) on the development of public information activities in the
field of human rights, vhich had not Deen submitied to the Counci) for approval,
inter alia invited the Secretary-General to consider ways and means of stimlating
public interest in the promotion of human rights and to report thereon, she
sugpested that the Council might wish to recommend that the Secrstary-Ceneral
should also inclwde suggestions on ways of attracting the press to at least the
closing meeting df each eession of the Commission. One idea might be to hold a
wress conference with the officers of the Commission.

3. Referring td requests which the General Assembly sometimes addresBed to the
Coumission, she said thaet proper implementation of such requests required that they
'+ given due prigrity and that the work be concluded in a reasonable time, It was
@i esteblished p ice of the Commirsion %o establish a working group to study
each such request, thereby satisfying the first requirement. The method of working
by consensus did not, however, ensure expeditious implementation. Although the
Commission had completed the preparation of & single draft declaration on the
elimination of &1l forms of intolerance and of discrimination based on religicn or
belief as requested by the General Assembly in resolution 3267 (X0OX) - the drafi
resolution was currently before the Council even though it had not received geraral
consensus and constituted a major achievement - the Commission had been unable as
yet, a8 was clear fram resolution 23 (XOO(VII) to teke any decision on the request
in General Assembly resolutiom 32/130 for an over-all analysis of the alternative
approaches end ways and means for improving the enjoyment of human rights. The
divergent results achieved could be explained by the different methods of work
followed by the two workipg groups involved. Her delegatiomrwas not suggesting
that working groups should sbandon the quest for a mutuslly agreed conclusion
because the method of working by consensus was always degirable no matter what the
subject. However, the Q&mﬁsnim should ‘not be to '1"EE1 that inability to reach
consensus excused it from carrying out the man of the Ceneral Assembly. In
bringing Comdssion resolution 23 (XXXVII) .to the Assembly's attention the'
Seeretary-Generel might wish to consider'the possibility of including hex
delegation's comments and those of other delegations in his report. "
k. Turning to the confidentiel procedures on communications  establishod by
Council resolution 1503 (XLVIIY), she said that althiough 11 years had elapsed since

leas
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that resolution had been sdérted, the Commiszion had nn:t;l yet ‘hro'ixéht to the -
Council's attention any ihstance of  (glations of humen rights under paragraph b,
subparagraplis (a) énd (b), o perezrivh £, althobgh.there were a few cases which
the Commission had £hed the Cg;mt*il 0 pm&:liciu gr vhich it had decided to
considier in public mee tings. r de egatic. had drm attention to the situation
in 1977 and had poimted out th&d it xight c-ewbe the erroneous impression that
there were no human rigits cuset rejuiring thorough study or investigation., She
hed suggested thet the Couneil should re usst the Commission to prepare a r&part.
providing information o. & largely stétistical K7nd (nurber of instances
comsidered, kinds of action taken, averags time rgqu:&:md to couplete consideration
of situstions examivied phd general comsents om the vesilts achieved through the
imnlement ation of the cunfidentiel procedufrs). The Council sheuld 'begin $o.
capider what ¥ieps it dight take in order to eviluate, the repults and, if
necessery, amend tie riovisions of resolution 1503 {n.‘nm “In that connexien,
sihe ricalis® “hat hew delegation, in voting in Taviour of the rﬂ-uolupzmn, had
wrpressed the visv that kdoption of the confideniial prneemme should not prejudge
the futw » sdoption of Yihér méesived whigh woul ' render the a::tinn of the United
Hetions more prﬂ;;?t end erfective. _ _ .
5. Her delegation viewed with intersst the p% sposal in cnnne:d.m with resolution
36 (XOXXVII) to esztablish a working group of gr: srnmental evpexts to atun:'!;- thg-
scupe and contents of the ¥ight to developme . That concept mpst be defined..
further for, #lthough.much had been said and, ‘I;'IiEn cbout the right to developrent,
there was as yet 10 Tommer nnderstanding of tHe concept. If the right to . .
development was viewed &5 an individual riﬁ;t. it could be asked whether it was a
new right to be added to tﬁns& nlreud:’.' proclaimed in the Universal Declaration and
the twc Covenants or if © ¢ vmas a Syacheais of jall, those rights, ciyil, po:li;ical,
econcmic, scélal and e'ltural. Was it consistent’ to.recognize that all hyman
rights were indivisible and then ask the group of experts to study thg. sccpa.and
contents of the right to develp;nent only in relgtion to the anhiemt of
economic, social and culturel rights? If it was ﬁewed. as a right of peoples, the
question arcse &8s ‘to whether the right to developtient was a universal right of all
peoples or a right only of the rlwelcrping countries. Finally, it Wus necessary
determine what the difference was between that right and the right. & ié" dzvelapms‘lhﬁ
as a brénch of international lew. Those were some of | qu:stinns at the wor
group should debate in & spirit of understending in o further to clu'if:r the
concept prior to drafting a declargtory inatrtﬁfnt. . l" , e,
6. 'The inecreasing ntteﬁtion being p!.iél Yy ‘ﬁm Cmmisnion to fullrggspt;;t c-t
right o self-deterfination of indepéndent pecples, particularly in the cases af
Afghenjstan and Kespuchea, was & welcome development in view of the trend that
semd to be emerging towerds enc:;unqhmt on the right, af such peoples to_Self-
an. Her delegation thérefore filly sipported ‘Tesolutions 11 _and
13 (S0XVIT). It vould be highly sppropriate for tHe Council to enacrse the former
‘which recommended that the Council should consider the aitugtiun in Kempuchea st 3ts
current session. Her rlelega.tion was reuﬁ‘ to’ lend its mn ‘nuppart to any move in

that direction. )
AT
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T. Mr. HORDENFELT (Observer for Sweden) said that the State had a duty to the
individval to respect, protect and promote human rights which could not be denied,
limited or bargained cver no matter what political winds might be blowing. It was
particularly necessary to remember that at the present time when powerful
countries were tending to make security considerations prevail over the obligation
of 21l Member Stktés to protect and promote humen rights. Such a breach of duty
was not ecceptable. The Swedish Government would continue to intensify its «fforts
to achieve universal sbceptance of humem rights as expressed in the Universal
Declaration.

8. Many delegations had rpoken on the subject of terrorism at the recent session
of the Cormission on Human Rights. Terrorism - that was to say, acts of violence
committed for political purposes against individuals - had always existed but it
had become a more frequent occurrence recently. When perpetrated by individuals,
such mcts copstituted a serious crime and, when chriied ocut by agents of a State

or by groups supported or condoned by & State, they constituted grave violations of
humen righ*s sgeinst which a citizen often had no protection or remedy. In such
cases +he international community had e particular obligation to spesk up in
defence of the victims.

0. Countries which were prepared to safeguard their own power system at the
evpense of human rights had a tendency to Justify their actiops by claiming to be
fighting terrorists. His| Government opposed violencr wherever it occurred. At
the same time it could not accept the argument that pecple fighting for legitimate
economic and social chanpges in their own society should automatically be classified
as terrorists. !

10. The so-called disnpjieara.nces that occurred in several Latin American countries
end elsevhere were a pa.r‘ﬂiculnrly eruel form of terror and oppression. His
Government hed welcomed the esteblishment of the Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disapprearances, The report of the Croup showed how widespread that
method of repression was, that progress could be midde in some cases end that
Governments were sometimes more willing to co-operaéte with the Group than they would
be to mct on individusl requests. His Government was pleased to see that the
Group's mandate had been extended and hoped that all Governments would co-operate
with it.

11. Torture was ancther widespread method of government terror and cppression.
The Working Group on the subject had egreed, in principle, on the substance to be
covered in & comvention but there were several views on the international control
rechanism to be adopted. The rules of implementation should become as effective
as possible end the Working Group should be able to study the matter again before
the next secszion of the Commission. His delegation hoped that, in the peéntime,
Goverrments would have an opportunity to consider the various possible solutions.

12. His delegation supported the proposal of the Commission on Human Rights to
redesignate the United Nations Trust Fund for Chile as a voluntary fund for victims
of torture.
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13. Fipally, the different organs within the United Nations shouild continue to look
into the question of the sbolition of capital pxmi:hnant with a view to taking
further steps in that direction. o T

14, Mr. ERDOS (Observer for Hungary) welcomed the t:lnler attentisn being given to
the work of the Commission on Humen Rights =nd the positive results achieved by the
Commission at its recent session. The resolutions adopted by the Commission on the
gquestion of the vioclation of humen righits in the occupied Arab territories,
including Palestine, could contribute to a settlement acceptable to the
international coommunity. The same was true of the position taken by +he

Cormission with regard to the problems ‘of southern Africa and apartheid. Howover,
so long as certain monied interests continued to co-operate with the racist

régime the world would not be rid of institutionalized racial discriminstion

15. The resclutions adopted with regerd to the situstion in Chile demonstrated the
mature and consietent approach of the Commission which had quites rigatly

contioued to concern itself with the persistent violations of human rights and to
reaffirm its indignation at the deterioration of the humsan rishts altmtinn in -
that country.

16. His delegation attached particular impnrm& to L}nited Retions m:tiﬂun tp
combat mazi, fascist and neo-fascist activities end totalitarian ideclogles.

It had sponsored General Assembly resolution 35/200, p ph 2 of which urged

all States to give due considerstion to teking the necessary measures !gﬂin-it
activities of groups \and organizations practising éuch [ideclopies, in accérdance
with the naticnal constitutional systems. Experience of the past 00 years had
shown repeatedly that elements which overtly or covert advocated racial or ethnic
intolerance and the denial of human rights and fundamental. fresdoms were
particularly likely to emerge during periods of turmoil. It -was particularly
necessary at the present -time, when efforts seemed to ‘bt directed towards
recreating the cold war clma.te, that the internationsl community shoul@ move on

to the adoption of effective universal measures to combat the evil which had been
elevated to the rank.of government policy in some polititally sensitive areas of the
world. The apartheid régime in South Africa was an eloquent example. In that
comnexion, the international community had a particuldr responsibility to youth and
to future generations. His Goverrment had already sent the comilents requested of
it to the Becretary-General on those problems and on megsures that should be taken
et the national and international levels to erzu!l:{r:ate such ideologies and it hoped
that the other nations would follow auit.

¥

17. The forthcoming seminar on the relations between hum right;:. peace and
development would undoubtedly mark an important phase in efforts to ensure
=ffective enjoyment of econcmic, socinl and cultursl righia in all countries.

" n ol !
18. He could not conclude without mentioning certain phencmena which had not
contributed to the success of the thirty-seventh session of ‘the- Commission, namely,
the consideration of the questions.of Afghanistan’ snd Kempuchea. The United
letions could facilitate a solution to any problems that might exist bztwem ﬂiﬂ

fiii
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countries of South West and South-East Asia:but it would be a misteke to think
that activities could be a substitute for s*dialogue or régional consultations
between Governments since the latter method was the most direct and most -
anpropriate wvay of bringing the contending parties together. The declarations and
comuniqués froa the Governments of Afghenistan and Kampuchea demonstrated their.
sincere desire to start a process leading to the settlement of disputes. The
greatly desired solution to the problems in those two regions of Asia could

be brought about by facilitating the resumption of -contacts between the countries
involved rather than by creating further problems.

19. Mr. SCHLEGEL (Cerman Democratic Republic)-saf@ that the report of the.
Cormission on Human Rights on its thirty-seventh session showed that the
deliberations of the Commission had once“agein focused attention on the systematic
and mass violations of human rights in southern Africa, in Chile and other Latin
American States and-in the Arab territories occupied by Israel. It also mude
refereace to the increasing dangers to peace and internmational security caused by
the activities of those terrorist régimes.:Among the important achievements of the
Cormissicn's recent session were the resolutions adopted with regard to human
rights violations in southern Africa, which reaffirmed the need to take effective
neasures against the apartheid régime. The Commission had once again called for
effective sanctions agminst South Africa, in order to force the apartheid régime to
its knees and for e&n end to the far-reaching imperislist support for South Africa,
without which that régime would long age heve ceased to exist.

Bl !
20. His delegation-also welcumed resolution 9 (XOXVII) on violations of humen
rights in Chile: Inm-contrast to certain other delegations, his delegation felt
that the Commission should deal with the situstien in Chile.mmder a separste:sgenda
item until fundamental human rights were restored in accordence with international
norms. It therefore conaidered it logical toextend the mandate of the Special -
Repporteur for an additiomal year. With full justification the Commission had
spoken out against the intensified terror practices of the Chilean junta, which
hed.still not made eny serious effort to provide information on the wherasbouts and
fate of 2,500 patriots arrested for political reasons or deported to umknown
places. That constitutéd a serious affront to international public opinich, which
for years had been demanding informetion on the fate of those peocple. At the recent
Geneva session the Cormission had also;discussed-the situation in El Salvador,
Bolivia and Guatemgls end had taken appropriste decisions. The Commission's appeal
to States not to prd¥ide any militéry-support in the present situation in
El Salvador was particularly important in view of the fact that an imperialist Power
was sending military advisers to El Salvador and intensifying its military
asgistance to that Yégime., - . . :

i . ] [

21. The Commission had egein drewn sttention to the gross violations of human
rights in the Israeli-gccupied Arad territories, including Palestine, und had
condemned the expansicni#d.policy pursued by Isresl-mmd its continuous aggression
sgainst the Arab-Palestinien populaticmyes serious obstacles to the implémentation
of self-determination.and -independence tof;th» Palestinien people. Lasting peace
and security in the region could only be established if-Israel withdrew completely
from all occupied Palestinian and Arab territories, if the inulienable ripghts of

- I
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- -the Arab pecple of Palestine, in¢luding their right to retuin ﬁyair homeland, to*
self-determination and to eztsblish ‘an independent Sfatc of théir owm were
implemented and the right to existence was guarantced for ell States in the region.
The Pa.lestinn questinn was at the heart of the entire ;:rnhlem. . _ :

22, ‘Fitu the diucu.uuon of the agenda item relating to questions of measures to
be taken against idBologies end practices based on terror or incitement  to racial
discrimination or any other form of group hatred, the Commission hed complied with
the request of the General Mlemhl}' in mulutim 35/200. In adopting ita
resolution 3 (JXOXXVII) it had made its owm impdtent nuu;ri‘but.ion ‘to the gtruggle
against the increasing danger of n ln, fascism and neo-fascism in many parts of
the world. The Commission had thereéby showéd its mwereness of the ronstantly
increasing mtlﬂt{cs of fascist and terrarist mnpu and ora:ni:aﬁnnn and of the
mourting dengers emm. wting from their actions. The forces that gluﬁ{;lﬂm and
nilitary sdventurism and tried to esteblish end justify an entire system of
domination and subordination through the disseminstith of vaciel theories vere
the most nerio%m enenies of détente, disarmament W ‘The activities in
question were not thosc of a fey ople of ol p;:edupmitim or persons
who in isolation; on thmru}', s’hﬁithmtiﬂ “¢dild be seén at present
in more then 50 States. "Their actions were co-ordinated on an intern:tinnnl scale
and there existed strong snd clear relations among the national orgenizations, as
well as between national and internatiomal organizations. Their ideas had gained
ground eyen ip governmentel, juridical and military circles. It was, imperative to
do everything pﬂﬂ!ﬂﬂe to protect young pqcaplu against the inhuman :.dealng of
fascism. : . g
23, The|Colimission had called upon m States to accede to the various
international instruments on humen rights, gemocide, epartheid and racial
ﬂ;scr:.mmmgn- Universal accessien to those conventions and the stf!'nt observance
of their| provisions could contribute considerebly to eliminating the ddnger of
erosion facing humen rights and fundamental freedoms, 'd8 well as to pre:'rentins the
atmosphere from being poisoned by fascist and racist forces. His delegation also
welcomed the call addressed .to intergovernmental end non-governmental organiz&tions
to contribute to the strugsle against the di&nm:[nat:.m of fuciﬂ;ﬁ :i.deﬁ:i whetYever
they might. oceur. " : ,

2k, In that connexion the report prep:tﬁ:ﬁ by the Secretary-General in- ‘accordance
with General Assembly resolrviion 35/200 clearly reflocted the concern of @ number or
States regarding the implementation of the basig principles mﬂ.‘km.ﬁélinu for the

-t

peaceful coexistence of peoples and States. regretteble, hovaver, that,
owing to the late ccmpletion and truuniasim e documents, only ¥ 1imited
number of Member States had been in & position-£4 submit ¥ieir comments within the
perigd pra;n.:iheﬁ. Hig-delegatica therefore prnpunr& tht‘l:- qnentp mei*red by
thaﬂemhrintaﬂarﬁhu:hlﬂﬁluhdnnttﬂenintom}u inthaprenmtrepon
of the Secretery-General should be included in the report ’ga e 23 for

submission to the thitfvﬁairl:h seasion of the General ,Aaacﬂl:r Sta
should be requested in-‘a second Secretariat nirculﬁi %o submit .;hair positicns by
the end of June.

— e — — e e — ——— o I I  — e
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25. In connexion with the further promotion and encouragement of human rights and
fundamental freedoms, he felt that some progress had been made in implementing
General Assembly resolution 32/130. Although his delegation could nol approve of
scme of the proposals submitted in the Working Group on the preparation of an
"over-all analysis™, it could accept the end result as reflected in

resolution 23 (XXXVII) and welcomed the decision to continue in an open-endea
working group the work on the "over-all analysis" at the forthcoming session of
the Commission. :

-

25. 'The activities of the llorking Group on questions relating to missing or
disappeared persons and resolution 10 (XOXXVII) met with only conditional support
fram his delegetion. It had become evident that the methods employed in the Croup
did not in a1l cases correspond with its mandate. His delegation therefore hoped

that in its future activities the Group would be guided by the principles of the

Charter, primarily the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of
ctates.

27. His delegation considered resolution 36 (JOO(VII) to be a significant
contribution to the formalization of the right to development as a human right and
supported the proposals therein, the hulding of a seminar on subject in

August 198X and the establishment of a working group to examine the scopc and
comtent of the right to d&velomnné.

28. Yith regard to the elaboration of a convention on the rights of the child
(resolution 26 (XXXVII)), his delegation welcomed the progress achieved and hoped
that the codification protess would make steady headway. Hcﬁrejr:r: it wvas
unfortunate that certain States chose to obstruct the completion of a convention
by making self-interested political proposals. He also hoped that the drafting of
a convention on the rights of migrant workers and their families would also
continue at a swift pace, but could not accept the manner in which a number of
Stotes had actrd at the recent session of the Commission to gain acceptance of the
draft declaration on the eliminaticn of all forms of intolerance and of
giseriminatior based on religion or belief. His delegation had reservations on
certain individual passages of the draft declaration and could not approve of the
attempts madé at the recent Gensva session to destroy the principle of consensus
and use majority voting strength to rebuff delegations which had been actively
participating in the drafting of the articles for years.

29. The German Democratic Republic sought internstional co-operation for the
prometien of human rights and in the struggle sgainst mass vioclations. It did so
on the basis of its ovn steble development under socialism, the only social order
that ensured the well-being, freedem and dignity of the individual. The orotection
of human rights must be an lement of peaceful international co-operation based on
et for the sovereign equality of States and must not serve as & pretext for
intervention in the internal a¥fairs of other States. Observance of the principles
proclaimed in the Charter and recognition of existing economic, social and
cultural resif¥ies must remain the basis Tor the &ctivities of the United Hatione in
the ‘hunlin ribhts field.

f A
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30. ur. SARRE (Sencgal] said that, slthough unprecedented progress in :rurthenng
human rights hed taken place since the Sccond.World War, there was by no means
agreement on their esscnce or substance and violations cqntinued on.a broad scale.
The report of the Commission (E/1981/25) confirmed that little pmg:resa had been
echieved in the major arcas of concern to the Commission. Some peoples continued
to be the victims of gross violations of human righig. and oppression and, although
they expected assistance ard ccnsolation from the intcrnational ccmmihn the
established system wes often ngt sble t0 provide it. That epplied paqticularly to
human rights viclations in the occupied Arab territories, including Pﬂllaﬂt:l.ue, and
southern Africa. In that cunnexion his. delegetion hoped that the Couhcdl would
adopt resolution 5 (JOO(VII) and transmit it to the General. Assembly, t)ﬂ Security
Council and the Special Committee against Apartheid.

31. The report of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities on its thirty-third session (E/CHN.%/1413 and Corr.l) was
hardly more heartening. -The Sub-Commission performed excellent work and should be
cacouraged. He therefore felt that any a:t-%enpt to restrict its mandate would
Jeopardize its effectiveness. Moreover, its title no longer corre ded to its
numerous functions: it would be moresppropriate to rename it the Sub-Commission
on Human Rights. He hoped that the Council would adopt resolution 3 (JOXXTIII) of the
Sub-Cammission, which, inter alias, reccmmended that the. Commission should formulate
recommendations on the possibilitys of establishing a hulen rights essistence fund.
The fund would make it possible to assist countries seeking to make progress in the
strurgle against discrimination but also and more especially to support victims of
racial discrimination or of viclations of human rights in. general.

32. There were soie bright spots in the Commission's repert, hewever, in
particular the: first steps made towards drawing up rules governing the right to
development. The Commission had adopted resolution 36 (XXXVII), in which it had
decided, inter alie, to establish a working group of 15 govermmental experts that
was to submit to the Commission at its thirty-eighth session a report with concrete
proposals for implementation of the right to development and for a draft |
international instrment on the subject. He hoped that.the Council would endorse '
thet proposel which could become a landmark in the history of human rights.

33. Similarly, he supported resolution 35 {III?II}, in which the Commission
invited the Council to recommend the General Assembly to redesigpste the United
Nations Trust Fund for Chile as a voluntary fund of the United Hations for victims
of torture. af -

. £ o .-
3%. Finally, his delegation conmended resolution 20 (XOVII) containing the draft
declaration on the elimination of all forms of intolerance and of discrimination
based on religion or belief end hoped that all the Cormission's reccmmendations
would be favourably viewed by the Council and General Asse.nhly

35. Senegal had taken up the strugzgle fnr human riﬂ.ﬂ:s sinne its earliest duxys.

The Covern—ent had enacted legislstion and regulations aimed at ensuring the freedom
and dignity of all the people, subject only to the rules of the democratic process.
Senegal had acceded to all the international humamy rights ialtrlmmt: including
the Covenants and the Optional Protocol and, together with tlﬂ.,‘ 12 other States,

- lees
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had even made a declaration_under article 4l of the International Covenant en Civil

TTand” PoIivical Rights. Senegalese nationals vere therefore free to bring complaints
concerning their Government before the Human Rights Committee. It was his
country's belief that one of the best means of ensuring effective enjoyment of human
rights and fundamental freedoms lay in supervision, not only by competent national
authorities but also by international bodies comprising qualified independent
experts acting in their personal capacity. He did not feel it appropriate to
establish new human rights bedies:; the existing cnes should rather be strengthened
and improved. Numerous associations and commissions had been established in
Senegal, not only to inform citizens of their rights but also to act in concert
with public authorities to guids the Government's activities in promoting human
rights. At the regional level, Senegal co-operuted with other Africen States in
the preparation of a draft African charter on human rights and the rights of
peoples. The draft had been adopted at a ministerial meeting, held at Banjul,
Gambia, from T to 27 Janusry 1981, and would be submitted to the eighteenth session
of the Conference of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African
Unity to be held in Nairobil in July 1981.

-

36. Mr, DYRLUND (Denmark) said that the Coumission would have to reconsider its
methods of work if it was to accomplish its important task in the future. IMuch
valuable time could be-saved if it avolded rehearsals of General Assembly political
debates and concentrated on human rights issues.

3T. A npumber of important results hed emerged from the Commission's thirty-seventh
session. The Commission hed adopted, after 17 years of preparatory work, a draft
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination
based on Religion cr Belief. The Council should recommend its adoption by the
General Assembly so that it could take its place among international human rights
instruments.

38. It was diseppointing that the Commission had been uucble to conclude its work
on the dreft convention on torture and other cruel, inhuman cr degrading trestzent
or punishment. Difficult problems remained in the matter of jurisdiction and
implementation. It was to be hoped that those problems would be resclved at the
ithirty-eignth session.

39. The violation of human rignts and fundamental freedoms was one of the most
important matters dealt with by the Commission. It was clear that violations or
the integrity of the individual tock place, despite the fact that all States
Members of the United INetions had solemnly undertaken to promote, in collaboration
with the United Nations, respect for human rights. The Commission bore a special
responsibility in the endeavours to end such violations.

L0. The human righte situation in El Salvador wes a case in point. Reports of
grave violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms in that country had
shocked world public opinion. Under Generel Assembly resolution 35/192 the
Coumission had been mandated to examine the situation of human rights in

El Salvador. It was gratifying that there was broad agreement within the
Commission on seeking weys to restore human rights in that country. The
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Commission's decision to appoint a special representative to consider human rights
violations there was a useful first step. His delegation hoped that the Council

would approve that decision and that the sperial representative. once eppointeéd;
would be allowed to visit El Salvador.

41. Violations of human rights and fundamcntal freedoms had been considersd by
the Commission under Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII). The procedure under that
resolution had certain shortcomings, attributable in part to the foct that some
countries were unwilling to enter into a gemuine dialopue when questioned on
specific human rights issues. Yet a pumber of countries had demonstrated
considerable willingness to co-operate with the Commission under that procedure,
wvhich constituted a usefvl supplement to the Commission's publi:_?rﬂce&ﬂre.

L2. A recent and alarming trend was the abhorrent enforced or involuntary _
disappearances of persons. Denmark had strongly supported the establishment of the
Working Group to consider the matter. It was gratifying to note that the Group had
chtained some positive results. His delegation welcomed the Comnission's deci?ion
to extend the Group's mandate for another year, and trusted that it would receive
the full co-operation of all the Governments concerned.

3. At its thirty-seventh session the Commission had considered the question of
tHe realization of economic, social and cultural rights. Those rights, together
with ecivil and political rights, should be guaranteed as easential parts of a
vhole. In that context the right to development raised a number of complex and
important questions. His delegation had supported the Commission's decision to
establish a working group to consider the matter.

hlf. It was clear that neither the future Working Group nor the Commission on
Human Rights could or should deel with all aspects of development. It would be
appropriate for the former to stress and define more clearly the relevance of the
human factor in development, with regard to a qualitetive as opposed to a purely
technocratic, quantitative dimension of the development process. 1t was to be
hoped that progress could be made on the basis cof consensus.

45. Draft resolution IV had been adopted by & considerable majority in the
Commission on Human Rights (resolution 35 {J0O(VII)). It was a follow-up to
General Assembly resolution 35/190, which had requested the Commission to study

the possibility of extending the mandate of the United Nations Trust Fund for
Chile. The Fund covered victims of torture, who were in special need of assistance
and wes to receive voluntary contributions for distribution to victims of torture
end their relatives.

L6. Adoption of draft resolution IV by the Council, and subsequently by the
General Assembly, would symbolize the concern of the United Nations with human
rights in general and victims of torture in particular. His delegation trusted
that it would receive wide support.

L4T. He suggested that, in paragraph 2 of the draft resolution, the words ‘to the
Economic and Social Council at its first regular session in 1982" should be
replaced by the words "to ihe General Assembly et its thirty-sixth session”, which
would make the text more logical.
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48. Ms. von ROEMER (International Confederation of Free Trade Unions) said that the
basic situetion with regard to infringements of trade-union rights in South
Africa (E/1981/28) remained the same. -

49, The organizers of the Vestern Province General Workers' Union had been
released, although there had been further bannings of officials of the Media
Workers' Association of South Africa. Certain newspapers serving the black
community had been closed down.

5G. It was not possible to speak of liberalization or labour reform when the
Government of South Africa continued to interfere in industrial disputes, not only
by arresting and banning trade-union leaders, but by deporting strikers to the
so-called homelands in order to create a climate of fear among the workers. The
difficulties caused by repressive legislation had increased in 1900. There had been
cases in which people had not been allowed to work despite having found employment,
since they had not been recruited in their homelands. That created particular
difficulties for married couples where husband and wife had been born in different
homelends.

51. The Counecil should cal) for the immediate release of detained trade uniornists
in South Afyica and the lifting of 211 bans impcsed on trade-union activities: an
end to police and State interference in industrial disputes: the lifting of the
fund-raising ban imposed on the Federation of South icarn, Trade Unions: and
recognition of the black independent trade-union movenment's right to freedom of
association and collective bargaining.

52. 'The South African Govermment's new lebour legisletion was designed to bring

the growing African trade-union moveuent under strict|contiol, which explained the
intensified repression of independent unions. HRevertheless those unions continued
tc displey remarkable courage and morale.

53. His Confederation welcomed the decision taken at &he thirty-seventh session of
the Commission to extend the mandate of the Working Grﬂup on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances and the attention given to violations of human rights in & number

of countries. Trads unionists were prime targets for repressive régimes and were
emong the most Trequent victims of enforced disappearances. The fact that people
who fought foer econcmic and social rights were most likely to have their civil and
political rights violated was clear proof of the interdependence of all human
rights.

sk, It was ﬂisnppninting that no progress had been made towards the establishment
of the post of high commissioner for human rights. The proposal had been before the
United Nations for many years, during which the international community's concern
with human rights hed undergone a marked evolution, making the ‘cbjections against

it somewhat enachronistic. Those same argmuments had once been invoked against the
establishment of the Human Rights Committee, a body subsequently held in high
esteem. A high commissioner for human rights, far from exacerbating relations
betveen States, could ensure that humsn rights questions were treated with the
necessary discretion and prevent them from being used as a political ploy. Serious
consideration should be given to the establishment of the post.

foe.
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55. Ms. McGILLICUDDY (St. Joan's International Allience) said that the Ccavention

on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination sgainst Women crowned the
endeavours of the United Hations to give legal force to the Charter's affirmation

of the cqual rights of men and women. The Alliance eagerly awaited the deposit of
the twentieth instrument of ratification which would bring the Convention into

force.

56. The Alliance alsc wished to draw attention to the Convention for the
Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostituvion 1
of Others, on which it had submitted observations at the time of its drafting. The
Horld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Egquality, Development

and Peace had considered the Convention. The Allisnce trusted thet all organs of |
the United Nations system would co-operate in its implementstion. . i

5T. The Alliance welcomed a “pecple-oriented” approach to development. Development
was a human right and at least 50 per cent of humans were vomen. It was time to |
intensify the struggle to overcome the most pervasive form of colonialism of all. '
Humankind was attempting to fight critical battles with only one hand, which was :
both morally wrong and foolish. 1

The meeting ose at 1 p.m.




