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The meeting was called to order at 11.10 =.m.

HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTIONS (continued) {E/1978/1% and Add.1-6, E/19T8/21, E/1978/3k,

Ef1978/45; Ef1978/L.23; E/19T8/C.2/L.3=T) f

1. Mr. MARASLI {(Observer for Turkey) said that his Covernment attached particular
importance to the guestion of migrant workers. The phencaencn of international
migration had existed for centuries, movements of people being always influenced
by prevailing social, economic, demographic and politicsl conditions. HRegardless
of the causes of and motivaticns for migration, the immigrant was confronted with
a series of problems in adapting to a nev environment, nev housing and work
conditions end pew cultural value patterns and behaviour. In spite of the great
dimensions of the movements of migrant workers in the twentieth century, it was
evident that the implications of the phennnennnrfnr human Tights had only slowly
been reslized. The efforts vhich had been made/by internationml organizetions,
and the instruments which had been adopted in an atteppt.to improve the conditions
of migrant workers, vere only part (ally adequate.

2. The work of the Commissicn on Human Rights on the sublect left much to be
desired. The Commission®s resolutions 3 (XXIX) and 12 (XXXIII) had led to scarcely
any progress, lergely oving to the Commission's very heavy agenda. Because of the
broad scope of the question there was clearly a risk of overlepping with the work
carried out by other bodies, and his delegation therefore velcomed the
recormendation in Genersl Assembly resclution 32/120 that the International Labour
Organisation and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization shculd co-operate actively with the Comission on that questicn. In
order to give practical substance to that resolution, his delegation had proposed
the establishment of an informal working group, ané the two draft resolutions it had
submitted to the Commission had been adopted as resciutions 21 A (XXXIV) and

21 B (XXXIV). His delegation hoped that, by adopting draft decision 6 recommended
by the Commission in its report (E/1978/34), the Council would authorize the
convening of & meeting of an open-ended working group in order to analyse the
substance of the report to be prepared by the Secretary-Ceneral and submit specific
proposals to the Commission at its thirty-Tifth sessicn. It believed that the

vork of the open-ended working group vould make it possible to limit the fields of
action on vhich the Commission should concentrate its future activity and thereby
enable it to act more effectively, and it wished to express its appreciation te the

sponsors of draft resolution E/1978/C.2/L.5.

3. With regard to resolution 17 ()XOXXIV) on the question of hmmen rights in Cyprus,
he reaffirmed the statement mede in the Commission on Human Rights by the
representative of Turkey, vho had said that there were certain points in the draft
vhich were likely to prejudice the final solution of the Cyprus question; that,
furthermore, the draft referred to resolutions about which Turkey had made
reservations or taken positions; that those positions and reservations continued to
be valid ond vere fully mainteined; end that, consequently, the Turkish Government
could not accept the rescluticn as a whole.

4. Mrs. FLOREZ PRIDA (Cuba) said that some of the results obtained as a result

foun
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of the hard work at the thirty-fourth session of the Comeission on Human Rights
vare satisfactory, including the firsb eight resolutions in chapter XXVI,

section A, of the Commission’s report (Ef1978/3hk), some of which Cuba had
co-sponsored, There was no doubt that all human righta and fundemental reedoms
were indivisible and interdependent and that the full realizatjon of civil and
political rights without the en)oyment of economic, social and cultural rights vas
impossible, as stated in General Assembly resolution 32/130; it vas only on the
bagis of that concept that the Commission on Humsn Rights could fulfil its mandate.
It had been clear during the debate on that subject that it was edvisable for the
Commission to increase the number of its members, since its present composition
vacs not in line with that of the United Nations or of the Econcmic and Social
Council itself. It had also been emphasized that it wes important for the Bureau
of the Cormission to meet betwveen sessions to consider cases of mass and [lagrant
violations of human rights, In 1979, the Commisajon should arrange for meetirgs
to be held one veek before ita mannual session to continue the work begun in the
current year, so B t¢ carry out the task entrusted to it under General Assembly

resolution 32/170.

S. The Commission had cnce agnin heard evidence about the coptinuing pattern of
gross violations of human righta and fundamental freedoms in Chile, erbitrary
arrests and detentions, the lack of constitutional and legal guerantees fo™ human
rights and the cootinuing use of methods of intimidation and torture. It had also
been shown that the plebiscite, or electoral farce, carried out in January 1978
under the state cof siege in reaponse to the condemnation expressed by the
internaticnal community in General Assembly resolution 32/118 had not convinced
internaticnml public opinion, had not clarified the situation of thousends of
missing persons and had not meant an end to torture and arbitrary detenticn or to
the immunity and impunity with which the agents of the régime perpetrated their
¢rimes., The Commission had therefore adopted its resolution 12 {i0XIV}, which,
inter alia, extended the mandate of the Ad Hoc Working Group in order that it might
continue to perform in an ob)ective end impartiml manner the task entrusted to it
by the Commission, Despite its decisive support for that resclution, Cuba had not
Joined in sponsoring it, as it had done in the case of previous resolutions on the
subject, because of the reference in the seventh preambular paragraph to the report
of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, As her delegation had clearly
stated at the time of adoption of the resclution, it could not accept a reference
t0 & regiopal corganization which had never concerned itself with the asituation of
violations of human rights in Chile, Cuba considered that resclution 13 (JOIXIV)
on the establishment of a trust fund for Chile, of which it had been & sponscor,
would be of great benefit in providing humanitarian, legsl and financial aid to
Chileana snd their families wheo had had to leave the country because of the
prevailing situation,

€. Her delegation believed that the Commission should continue to consider, in
accordance with the procedure laid down in Council resoclution 1503 (XLVIII), the
cases of scme of the countries mentioned in paragraph 208 of the report (E/1978/34),
where human rights continued to be violated and the situation was steadily
deteriorating. In the particular case of Uruguay, international public opinion

vas deeply concerned for the life of the political leader, Raill Sendic, who had
disappeared from his place of detention and vas being tortured.
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7. Her delegation supported the proposal concerning = convention on the rights
of the child and believed that every effort should be made to adopt such a
convention in 1979, the International Year of the Child.

8. Mr. RICHARD (United Kingdom), noting that 1978 marked the thirtieth snniversary
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, said that there was in fact nothing
particularly novel in the ideals enshrined in the Declaration. Demands for
protection against the tyraonical acts of Governments, for assurances against
arbitrary arrest and inhumane punisiment, for freedom of aasembly and expreasion,
for the rale of law, for better economic and social conditiona and for the exercise
of those rights through wiversal suffrage had been among the most insistent themes
of politienl activity io many countries, including his own. Bowever, the
achievement of the Upited Mations in the Charter and, in particular, in the
Declaration was that for the first time such demands had been made not as claims
by the c¢citizens of one country against their own Government but rather by the
pecples of all pations to all Governments all over the world,

9. Thet in turn had raised nev and difficult problems. Governments were not
alwvays receptive to criticism by their own naticnals, much less to complaints by
the citizens of other countries, They had been accustomed to believe that
activities relating to their own nativnals within their own borders were of no
concern to those cutside, and international lav had traditionally Justified a
refusal to admit the right of loreigners to interferes in any patters vhich a
Government claimed to be within its own domestic Jurisdiction.

10, Such arguments, however, vere no longer acceptable, Various contemporary legal
documents had demonstrated beyond a shadow of a doubt that abuses of human rights
wherever they night cccur were nov legitimate subjects for interpational conecern
end action, An even more fundamental and practical reason for the new approazch “o
numan rights wves that the world hoad become smaller, therchy creating & wider
commnity with mutual moral responsibilities, It vas now generally accepted that

no country had an absclute right to raise ippenetrable barriers at its fronticrs
behind vhich it could do what it pleased with or to its owm citizens. Every

régime, npowever apparently impervious it might be, cust be concerned to some extent
et the jJudgements other countries made of their domestic actions.

1. terpational concern had been expressed in a process through vhich global
standards had been set, beginning with the Universal Declaration and continuing
with the drafting ol conventicns end declarations in various areas. With the
completion of the conventions against torture and discrimination sgainst women that
vere cwrently under study, the proeess wvould be virtually complete. O course,
standards were not enough in themselves if they were blatantly disregarded, as they
unfortunately wvere in the case of many countries. It was necessary to establish
effective machinery for the implementation of the standards, Effective messures

of implementaticn bad beepn first established in the European humen righis system,
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through the Commission and Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg. Within the United
Hations system the first effective arrangements, apart from the ILO machinery for
supervising implementation of conveantions on working conditiona, had been provided
for the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, which
had established a Committes to supervise the performance of Governme,ts, Similarly,
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Righta had provided for a Human
Rights Committee to monitor its implementstion. The International Covenant on
Economic, Sociml and Cultural Rights had charged the Economic and Social Council
with a similar responsibility. Possibly the most important advance had been pade
in Council resclution 1503 {XLVIII), which had established newv procedures for
dealing with commmications that revealed a comsistent pattern of gross violations
of human rights.

12, The thirty-fourth session of the Commission on Humsn Rights had been more
successful than the preceding session in the eyes of all vho genuinely cared about
human rights, and progress had been made in several importent aress. There had been
& spirit of real concern in the Commission on the part of a wide range of countries
atout vicvlations of human rights, and there had been evidence of a desire to
co-operate in tackling them, Particular meation might be made of the action taken
by the Commission under the procedure laid down in Council resolution 1503 (JMLVIII),
in relation to the human rights situation in a number of countries, most
particulerly Uganda, and in the face of horrifying reports of widespread oppression
in Cambodia.

13. There had also been many suggestions froxm a wide range of countries for
specific methods o deal with human rights problems, and concrete steps had been
taken by the Commission in relation to initiativea by Nigeris and India respectively
to epcourage nev regional and national tiers of human rights machinery. His
delegation welcomed swch measures because they recognized tre importance of

cultural apd social diversity. The Commission had alsc had before it the
controversial proposal - opposed by one group of States - tc establish s High
Commisgioner for Human Rights., His delegation hoped that further and perhaps
quieter consideration of that propusal by the working group set up by the

Commission would remove some of the myths surrounding the idea and expose some of
the propaganda that had been spread about it. The High Commissioner would not be

8 kipd of icternational policeman but rather a conciliator, an adviser and a
co-ordinator, filling the gap that clearly existed in the humsn rights field. There
wai, of course, room for flexibility over the precize way in which the proposal
should be formulated,

ik, His delegation stronzly supported the suggestion that the Commission should
meet more than once a yeor, since it seemed unjustifisble that, if a sericus
violation of human rights tock place imvediately after $the Commission had met, a
year tud to elapse before the matter could be considered, let m-one redressed,
Angther proposal which merited consideration wus the holding of ad hoc meetings on
the initiative of the Chairman or the Bureau to consider sericus new viclations of
hvman rights. Those were among the proposals which the Commission hed referred to
a working group that would meet in Geneva in January 1979. His delegation
regretted that the working group would not be able *o meet earlier end in Hew York .

foos
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15. His delegation velcomed the start that had been made in drafting s convention
against torture, but regretted the lack of progress on the draft declaration on
religious intolerance because of the determined opposition of a group of
professedly atheistic countries. It naturally regretted the continued practice of
presenting in the Commission on Human Righta draft resclutions on southern Africa
and the Middle East containing political elezents vhich were knovn to be
unacceptable, although in the case of some of the resclutions on southern Africa
there seemed %o have been at the most recent session a greater understanding of
some of his delegation's problems. His delegation was pleaged that the Commission
nad decided once again to condemn serious violations of human ripghts in Chile.

16. Vith regard to the guestion of the relationship between the various sorts of
rights, his delegation was disappointed that the basic concepts of General Assembly
resolution 32/130 had not bacome clearer as a result of the Commission's discussion.
That was a matter which the vorking group would be conaidering next January. The
fundapenta) question vhether that resolution scught to establich a priority for
certain sorts of humap rights remained unanswered. His deleration vas of the view
that there could be no hierarchy of human rights. Torture and starvation vere both
evils, and both could and should be tackled at the same time. Nor did onea

solution necessarily need to wait For the other. His delegation had been heartened
by statements in the Commission showing that its views on the subject were shared
by many of the sponsors of resolution 32/130, The two categories of rights,
political and civil on the one hand snd economic, social and cultural on the other,
might be different in neture, as was implicitly demonstrated by the Council's
current problems over the implementation of the Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights. GCovernmenta could pguarantee administratively rights such as
freedom from torture, but guaranteeing the right to work, for exemple, vas not so
simple B matter., Nevertheless, the two categories of rights were indivisible,
Failure to ensure and protect political rights was likely to have a direct negative
consequence on economic and social development, and it was difficult to believe that,
in societies i here people wvere denied the means to express views on government
decisians, thoase decisions could be soundly based on the real needs of the people.
Hor could pecple give of their best to the economy of a country in which they wvere
excluded from ary say in political and economic affairs or, worse still, where they
felt that their personal security and freedom were threatened. The nlienaticn of
the worker as described by Marx and Engels in the nineteenth century had been
paralleled by the alienation of the governed from their rulers. That relationship
should be explored further within the United Naticns system, perhaps at one of the
seminars planned to commemorate the snniversary of the Universal Declaration.

17. The interrelation of political =nd economic rights vould be put in snother

way. Demands were made on countries such as his own which, although in the economic
area, vere presented on s basis that was primarily moral. However, interdependence
did not stop at economics; it was not possible to integrate economies vhile et the

some time isclating ideas and moral values, and the responses to the requests made
must obviously teke those factors into account.

18. %ith regard to human rightsz generally, there was much highflown rhetoric on

F .
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one side and much obfuscation on the other, PRut, stripped of polemic and ideology,
uuman rights really came dowvn to Governments' treating their people deceotly and
ensuring that they had the means to eat and clothe themselves, had access to
medical care, were not tortured or detoined without trial and vere alloved to
prectise their religion, express their thoughts freely and have a say in their own
fate. The United Kingdom did not cee concern about those issues as imposing its
values on others; it believed that such values vere of universal epplication and
that human rights were not and should not be a political issue. As a free nation
congeious of the benefits that freedom brought end conscious also that the world
was now reelly one human community, the United Kingdom had corsistently taken and
would continue to take & strong atand in public =3 well a3 in private vhenever
and vherever human rights vere withheld or withdrawn.

19. Ma., MARTINEZ {(Jemaica) said that the Universal Decleration of Human Rights had
been adonted as a standard of echievement, in a very different world and a. a time
vhen the United Nations had been very much smaller. In 1968, on an initiative
sponsored by Jamaicm, the United Nations had taken stock of vhat had been achieved
and had attempted to chart its future cource; her delegation hoped that the same
spirit of reviev end assesscent would inform the Council's work at the current
session. It was a pity that, because of the late appearance of the report of the
Commission on Human Rights (E/19T8/34) and its cooplexity, the Council could not
hope to carry out the in-depth consideration that was its responsibility under the
Charter. It was disturbing to think that the very =mall nunber of draft
resolutions proposed to the Council for adoption by the Commission on Humen Rights
might be an indicaticn of & groving belief that the Council was incapable of mn
in-depth review.

20. The obligation to protect human rights underlay every area of activity of the
United Nations and its specialized agencies, Work on human rights in the Uniteé
Naticns had evoived into four main categories. First, the Orpganization spoke out,
on the basis of herd evidence, on consistent and gross vigletions. In that
connexion, her delegation wvas heartened that the Commission had been sble to
broaden its areas of consideration without in eny way lessening the attention it
gave to parts of the world where the worst violations of human rights took place.
Eccnomic and Social Council resolution 1503 (XTVNTTT), although not perfect, ves
evidence that a consensus was slowly emerging on the sublects which should be
considered by the Council. Second, the United Nations elaborated international
legal instruments by which Governments undertock to protect the individuals who
made up their nations. Her delegation was following with interest the work on the
questions of the rights of the child, the rights of persons born out of wedlock,
the treatment of detainees, the question of torture and the protection of migrant
vorkers, and it hoped to participate fully in the development of appropriate legal
instruments. Third, the United Nations provided multilateral assistance to Member
States in guaranteeing the rights of their citizens; its achievements in that
aphere vere modest, because of the long-term nature of the assistence required and
lack of resources. Her delegaticn therefore supported draft resolution 1 recommended
by the Commission and urged Member States to consider specific ways of increasing
resources. It welcomed the holding of A seminar on national and local institutions
in the field of human rights referred to in resolution 23 (XXIV). As early es 1955,

fann
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her delegation had proposed that national human rights committees should be set up,
but at that time the proposal had bren considered premature. Fourth, it hod been
the objective of the United Nations to educate the peoples of the world, as vell as
their Governments, mbout issues of concern %o it and situations involving
violations of human rights. In that respect, its achievements were insufficient.
For instance, it was now universally held by the United Hations, and therefore by
the CGovernments which voted for the stat=ment, that the grave viglation of human
rights in southern Africa was, by the very nature of the legal institutions there,
of a different order from other situationes of violation; yet the conscience of
most of the peoples of the world, and perticularly of the pecplea of those nations
which supported the South African régime, was only aroused wvhen fresh blood was sghed.
Fer delegation thersfore fully supported all efforts of the United Nations, whether
through ad hoc working groups or special rapporteurs, to keep the international
community informed of grave violations of human rights. The information at its
disposal should be made public, so aa to burn the truth into the conscience of
mankind. The racist régimes of socuthern Africa were adept at public relations,
and the United Nations must strive to egual them. Just as important in a different
dipension was the questisn of the realization of econcmic, social and cultural
rights, and real progress had been made in bringing about increasing acceptance of
the jidea that the full guarantee of those vital rights depended to a considerable
extent on structural changes in the world economy. Recognition of that reality
underlay the work of the United Nations, but wvas not always fully appreciated by
the peoples who were represented there. Her delegation therefore hoped that the
study on the realization of economic, sccisl and cultural rights would be updated,
as suggested in resolution b (XXATIII) of the Commission on Human Rights, and .ould
then be effectively disseminated. When examining its activities in the economic
end social spheres, the United Nations must consider hov it communicated ita work
to those on whom the success of its efforts would ultimately depend.

21. On the basis of the information soe far provided, her delegation could support
the six draft reselutions and eight dreft decisions contained in the repert of the
Commission on Human Rights. It was grateful for the report on the situation
regarding infringements of trode union rights in South Africa (E/1978/21)}, although
the story it told of efforts to weaken *he trade union movement by dividing its
corponents was a depressing one. Her delegation supported the proposal in
paragraph 86 of the report, and hoped that the conclusions and recommendations
vould not only be disseminated to Member States but would find their way to trade
unions everywhere. Her Government considered that the araft geueral principles on
equality and non-discrimination in respect of persons born out of wedlock
represented a useful step tovards reconciling the varied socisl traditions and
legal systems represented in the United Mations. During the past year, Jamaica had
reroved by Act of Parliament the remaining inequalities affecting children btorn out
of vedlock and had undertaken a programme of public educaticn to erase the results
of traditional sccial prejudice egainst them. Her delegation therefore agreed that
the item should be retained on the agenda. Lastly, her delegation attached preat
importance to the question of the machinery and procedures for the consideration of
human rights in the United Nations, It had studied the various proposals in
chapter IX of the Commission's report and would comment further on them at the

gppropriate time.

22 Mr. OZADCVSKY {Uxrainimn Soviet Socialist Republic) zaid the report of the
Commission on Human Rights (E!l??ﬂf%}] shoved that the Commission was makinge
. f -
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considerable efforts to develop international co-cperation in promoting universal
respect for human rights. The Ukrainian SSR had slways supported and continued to
support the Commission's constructive efforts in that direction, and noted with
saticfaction the results of the Commission's work at its last session, particularly
the resolutions and decisions dictated by the desire to promote truc respect for

human rights in general.

23. lis delegation believed that the Copmission had been right to concentrate

above all on the gross end massive violations of human rights and fundamental
freedoms which were continuing to take place as a result of policies of colonialism,
apartheid and other forms of racism and racinl discrimination, the suppression of
national liberation movements, the occupation of foreipn territory, economic and
social oppressien end ouaer factors. It was cleer that the question of the
violation of elementary human rights in southern Africa should remain &t the centre
of attention in the work of the United Nations in the human rights field.
Information on the flagrant violations of human rights in South Africa wvas contained
in the report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts (E/1978/21). The mass
repression carried out by the South African authorities had frequently been condemned
by world public opinion and by mony intermational organizations, above all the
United Metions. '

2k, Althouvgh the United Hations had been concerned with violations of human richts
in South A rica for more than 31 years, epartheid had not yvet been eradicated, and
in defiance of the overwhelming majority of mankind a handful of senseless racists
was carrying cut with impunity the savage repression of millions of necple vho had
been reduced to slavery. The reason for that situation was absolutely clear: =a
nurber of Western Stotes were failing to take action egainst the mpartheid régime
because of their selfish economiec and strategic interests and the intrigues of
najor international monopolies. The Western corporations vwhich dominoted the
economy of the apertheid régime could not feil to support the South African raecists
vhen the flouting of the last rights of the African people brourht them fabulous
profits, The Special Committee against Apartheid had recently noted the enormous
increase in foreipgn investment in South Africa. It was quite obvious that the
inflow of resourees not only strengthened the illepal mincrity régimes in Southern
Ahodesic and South Africa but alsc enabled them t¢ nequire the most modern veapons
and military equipment so as to intensify repression against local patriots and also
carry out armed provocation and acts of aggression against neipghbouring independent
Afriean States. It wns particulerly alarming that South Africa was rapidly
preparing to produce nuclear weapons and that the co-operation of certain Western
Powers ond multipational corporoticns with South Africa in the nuclesr sphere was
increasing equally fast. That co-operation, and the direct assistance from the
{featern protectors of the racists, vere essential to the continued existence of the
shameful and atavistic coloniml system, The direct connivance of certain circles
with the racist régimes, or their inaction, sometimes disguised with lar-fetchea
arguments about “settlements', clearly led to an inerease in the cruelty of mass
repression and to further loss of human life in South Africe. Any plans for
agrecments with the racists responsible for the policy of apartheid were frought
with dangs-.

fa..
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25. fThe Ukrainian SSR had always actively opposed viclations of human rights in
South Africa and had supported and strictly implemented all deciaions of the United
Hations aimed at the eradication of acartheid., As o member of the Special Committce
against Apartheid, it participated in the formulation of international measures to
support the just strusgle of the indigenous population of South Africa for its
rights. His delegation hoped that the decisions of Lhe Council at ita current
session would contribute to the realization of effective measurea to protect the
righta of the African people of South Africa, particularly as 1978 was the
International Anti-Avpartheid Year.

26. The report of the Commission on Human Rights showed that emong the most
flagrant and gross violations of humsn rights were those perpetuated by the
Israeli agareasors in the illegally occupied Arad territories. The years of
occupation had meant for the indigenous Arabd population cruel and barbaric terror
and repression, arrest and torture, racial discrimination, mockery and humiliation
and the seizure of their land and homes, The Israelis vere carrying out a
premeditated policy of colonialism end annexation of the Arsb territories and
plunder end exploitation of their riches, and with that end in view vere attenpting
to change the status of those territories and alter their demographic nature by
driving the Arsbs from their lands snd setting un Israeli colonial settlements,
The most seriocus violation of human rights in those territories was the very fact
of ocrupation and forced seizure of land and the denisl of the inalienable rights
of the Arab people of Palestine. The mass violations of humen rights in that
region could only be endad if a comprehensive and just Middle East settlement

vas attained, including an immediaste end to occupation, the vithdraval of Israeli
troops from all the Arab territories occupied in 1967, and the realization of the
inalienable rights of the Arab people of Paleatine,

27. The Commission on Human Rignts had confirmed that the Chilean pecole were
still suffering from the outrages committed by the fascist Junta, and the
information sbout the terror and repression carried ocut by the Junta, contained

in the report of the Ad Hoc Horking Group on the situation of human ripghts in
Chile, disproved the junta's attempts to create en illusion of normality. At the
fifth session of the International Committee to investigate the crines of the
military junta in Chile, irrefutsble proof had been adduced about the terrcorist
activity of the Pinochet clique; more than half the political prisoners were still
in prison. The General Assembly had been fully Justified in adopting its
rescluticn 327118, celling on the Chilean authorities to teke all necessary
peasures to restore and safeguard basic humen righta and fundamentel freedoms.
Refusing to comply with the demands of the United Nations, the junta was resorting
to various manceuvres in an attempt to divert the attention of world public
ovinion from the tregedy of the Chilesn pecple. The continuing terror, nassive
violations of human rights, political repression and cruel torture in Chile made it
necessery for the United Hations to adopt the most decigive and urgent measures

to ensure the protection of human rights in Chile, put an end to represeion end
secure the release of all the political prisomers and Chilean patriots struggling
for the restoration of democracy in that country.
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28. The struggle apainst all forms of fasciss was an ipseparable part of genuine
concern for humen rights, and the Commission should therefore give attention to
the dangers of the re-emergence of fascism. The new vave of fascism in & number
of countries confirmed the danper < attempts to revive an ideclogy which was
clearly no less dangercus than racism, zionism and apartheid. The Cormission on
Human Righta must therefore condemn such phenomena.

29. A nunber of delepations had riphtly referred to the rpreat concern of the
peonles of the world about the arms race and the development of sonhisticated
weapons of mass destruction, such as the neutron bomb, which posed s direct

threat to the first human rirht of all, the right to life. The struggle to halt
the arms race was therr "ore the most important aspect of efforts to nrotect human
rights, The Conmission on Human Rights must do all it could to ensure the
effective guarantee of the right to live in conditions of internatiopal peace and
security, a right which derived directly from the provisions of the United Hations
Charter and the Internationel Covenanta on Humarn Rights.

30. The Ukrainien S5R had every reason to be proud of the practical implementation
in its territory of the principles of socialist humenism, the guarantee of the full
range of democratic rights and freedoms and the creation of the most favourable
conditions for the all-arcund development of ihe individuml. The nev Constitution
confirmed and further expended the susrantee of socio-economic and political

rights and freedoms for Ukreinian citizens, particulerly the socio-economic

rights which luy at the very basis of life, namely, the rights to work, to leisure,
to old-age benefits and to free education. The Constitution alse spelt out for
the first time such important rights end freedoms as the rights to health care and
free medical attention, to housing, and to the enjoyment of the achievements of
culture, and freedom of scientific, technical and artistic creation.

31. The Ukrainian SSR would continue to take an active gurt in elaborating
decisions aimed at interpnationel co-omeration in the field of human riphts and

the development and promotion of true respect for rights and freedoms in accordance
vith the United Hationz Charter.

32. Mr, MEZVINSKY (United Stetes of America) said that the thirtv-fourth session
of the Cormission on Human Rights scemed to hove been the beginning of a nev spirit
of accommodation smong its members. The divisions vwhich had charecterized

previous sessions had become less acute, and many Sovernments of different economic
systems or historical backgrounds vere coming to share the view that human rights
vere of increasing concern for all.

33. His delegation particularly velcomed the leadership role assumed at that
session by many third world delepations, It was heartencd by the emerging common
viewpoint on humen rishts, which it hoped would enable the Cormission to nlay an
even more mesningful role in the over-all vork of the United Nations. The
Commission hed been more even-hended than before in its application of basic

human rigrts principles and had, very rightly, not limited its attention to

South Africe, Chile and Isruel. Action had been taken under the confidential
procedures on a number of other countrics and statements had been made about human
rights situations in the United States, the Soviet Union, Arpentina and Cuba,

I---
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signalling the end of the double standard snd selective morality. His delegation
also welcomed the decisiona regarding naticnal institutions and regicnal
arrsngementa in the field of human rights as important veys of strengtheninn the
role of the United Neticns.

3k. An important beginning had been mede in draftins a convention on torture, and
his delegation hoped that the convention would be completed in the near future.
Work on the draft declaration on religious intolerance va3s proceeding &t a
disappointingly slov pace, but his delegation was gratified by the increased
interest that had been shown in the draft declaration at the last seasion,

35. The Conmission had taken important decisions with respect to the human righ's
situation in southern Africa, and the pervasive problem of apartheid very properlv
continued to occupy a major part of the Commission's attention. The Commission had
considered the disturbing reports of human rights violations in Cembodir and should
keep that situation, vhich wvas among the worst in the wvorld, under reviev,

36, His delegation had abstaipned from voting on the rescluticn concerning the
esteblisiment of a voluntary fund for Chile because it considered that it wvould be
nore appropriate to establish a general United Nations fund to assist victims of
himan rights violations throughout the world. It hoped that that idea would find
favour and was prepared to enter into discussions on the structure and mandate of
such & fund.

37, His delegation regretted that more progress had not been made in considering
the many imnwortant proposals for strengthening the human rights machinery of the
United Fations. The task of the working groun which the Council was asked to
authorize would be of eritical importance to the human rights efforts of the United
Nations. Other significant questions, such as those relating to the humen rights
of migrant workers and persons belenginp to nationel, ethnic, religious and
linruistic minorities, remained for further consideration by the Commission.

35. At its thirty-fourth session the Tommission had taken a small step forward,
but there wes still a long way to go. In that connexion he noted that less than

1 per cent of the United Nations budget was allocated to human rights and stresscd
the need for continued vigilance in the constant struggle for humon rights
throughout the vorld.

39. Mr. SAMHAR (United Arab Pmirates) said that his Government fully edhered to
and respected the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. His delegation was
varticularly interested in the question of alternative approaches and weys end
means within the United Hations system for improving the effective en)oyment of
human rights and fundamental freedoms and hed supported General Assembly
reaolution 32/130. The international community should continue to search for
solutions to the mass end flaprant violation of human righta of peoples and
individuals.

40. The report of the Commission on the work of its thirty-fourth session
(C/19768/3h) described ma)or viclations of human rights in countries throughout the

f .
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vorld. It was regrettable that some of the States which condemned such violations
continued to help the perpetrators rather than the victims,

L. His delegation recommended that the question of the draft convention on the
rights of the child should be included in the agendes of the thirty-fourth session
of the General Assembly and be given priority consideration; however, it believed
that the convention should temke into account the different cultural and religious
approaches to children. His delepation would support all the draft resolutions and
draft decisions contained in the Ccamission's report, because of its belief that
respect for humen ripghta meant & better world for everyone.

h2. The report revealed that Israel vas continuing to violate hman rights in the
occupied Arsb territories, includins Palestine, His delegation condemned Tsrael
for these violations and appealed to the States vhich were aiding Israel to advise
it to end such violations snd respect the reso.utions of the General Assembly and
the Security Council.

L3. With regard to the violation of human rights in South Africa, his delegation
condermned the Government of South Africa for killing peaceful demonstrators and
murdering political prisoners and detainees. The International Anti-Apartheid
Year should concentrate on mobilizing Governments and peoples thryoughout the world
to put an end to collaboration with the apartheid régime and to assist the
nprressed people of Scuth Africa and their nationei liberation movements. His
deleration called for a vorld-wide campaign for the unconditional release of all
political prisoners in South Africa and for condemnetion of the "homelands" policy,
vhich deprived the African people of real self-determination.

Lk, The racist régime in South Africa would not have lasted sc long without the
moral and materiel support of certain members of the international cormunity and
without economic essistonce from transnational corporations. The orms embargo
imposed by the Security Council in its resolution L8 (1977) had been very
important, and his delegation urped all States to epply a complete Arms embarso
and also economic sanctions mgainst the racist répirce,

L5, Miss SHAHIAR {Iten) said that her delegation had voted in favour of the
recolutions end decisions sdopted by the Commission on Humen Rights at its
thirty=fourth session. It endorsed the conclusions in the report on the vork

of that session, vhich reflected the conscienticuspness and sense of responsibility
with which the Commission hed nppronmched its work, thereby achieving very positive
results.

L6. However, there were some dravbacks to the Commission's approach. In
attempting to deal with all the items on its vost egenda, it had been unable to
consider items in sufficient depth. That situation had prompted a number of
suggestions concerning the programme and methods ot work of the Commission which
varranted further consideration. However, such suggestions should be considered
within the broader context of the Comission's over-all analysis of alternative
approaches and vays and means within the United Nations system for improving the
cffective enjoyment of humen rights and fundsmental frecdoms.
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47. General Ausembly resolution 32/130 had established a number of concepts to
guide the Commission in making its over-all snalysis. Her delegation wished to
stress, hovever, that, while that resolution emvhasized the importance of the
concepts it established, it did not state that the anproach to human rights
activities within the United Nations should be limited to those concepts. In
fact, those concepta had been somewhat neslected in recent United Nations human
rights activities, a fact which explained why a large pumber of countries, and
in particular the developing couniries, felt that the narrov approach to human
rights adopted within the Upited Ilations did not take sufficient account of their
problems or of real gituations and therefore distorted the information svailable
on human rights questions. In that connexion, she endorsed the remarks malde

by the representative of Swedern s% a previous meeting. It was also interesting
to note that resolution 32/130 had had an slmost immediate impact on many
countries' interest and involvement in human rights sctivities.

43, The Commission had not yet had time to make an exhaustive over-all anelysis
of alternative ways and means within the United dations for improving the
elfectiveness and enjoyment of humen rights and fundamental freedoms, Dut such
an anlaysis should in any case be an ongoing activity in order to keep abreast
of developments. The first stage of the snalysis had none the less cormenced
within the working group established by the Commiasion for that purpese, and a
number of positive though limited measures had been taken. The latter were
reflected in resolutions 23 {XCIIV) to 26 (XOXIV) of the Commission, Uith
regard to the more technical problem of strengthening the capacity of the linited
Hations to promote effective enjoyment of human ripchts, a congensus secoed to
be emerging on the need to streagthen the organs responsible for human richts
nuestions and to co-ordinate their activities,

49. Draft resclution I, ¢concerning advisory services in the field of human rights,
also reflected Member States' concern for human rights snd their desire to

increase the effectiveness of human rights ectivities. Although views atill
differed as to how to achieve that aim, the latest efforts to reach a consensus
were extremely positive and vere due largely to a greater all-round effort to
understand the problems snd particuler situations of different countries. 3Such

a spirit of understanding end co-operation was vital if the United Nations was

to be at all effective in promoting human rights and fundemental freedoms.

50. Another positive aspect of the work of the thirty-fourth session had been
the follow-up to Gsneral Assembly resolution 32/62, in vhich the Assembly had
requested the Commission to draw up a draft convention on torture and other
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or puniuhment. Her delegation generally
supported the draft prepared by the delegation of Sveden. The apirit in vhich
the working group established by the Ccmmission had approached its consideration
of that draft gave grounds to hope that » convention on the subject would 5oon
b¢ adopted by consensus. Her delegation was not 50 optimistic regarding the
draft declaraticn on the elimination of all forms of intolerance and of
discrimination besed on religion or belief, on which very little progress had
been made. %With regard to the preparation of other international humen rights
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instruments, the draft declaration on the rights of members of mirorities submitted
by Yugoslavia and the draft convention on the rights of the child submitted by
Poland should be transmitted to Governpents for their comments. Ber delegation
could support the draft submitted by Poland, but believed that it should be

studied more fully in the light of existing international instruments relatinsg

to voren's rights.

51, All in al1, her delegation was extremely satisfied with the results of the
thirty-fourth session of the Commiasion, which had made an extremely positive
contribution to the promotion of human rights.

S2, MHr. DIEZ (Observer for Chile) said that there had been a mmber of
developments in the situation of human rights in Chile since the thirty-second
session of the General Assembly. The absolute calm vhich had prevailed in

Chile since the referendum on 4 January 1978 had prompted the Government to take
a number of measures in the direction of a return to institutional normality.

53. As a first step, the Government had ended the state of siege, 50 that the
executive no lopger had the power to detain persons or transfer them from one
distriect to another. The freedom of individusls was thus in the hands of the

lav courts and habeas corpus had been fully restored. A9 a second step, the
Government had lifted the curfew throughout the country and had pardoned all
persona convicted by military courts either before or after 1l Septezber 1971.

It had done so not because the sentences imposed by the military courts had been
excessive or unjust, but because it wished to promote a spirit of reconciliation
among the population. Approximately 200 people have been freed as a result of the
pardon. As a third step, the Government had decreed a general smneaty in respect
of all crimes connected in any vay with the functioning of the State which had
been committed between 11 September 1973 and the date of the amnesty decree.

The decree did not cover individuals who might be found to have been involved

in the assassination of the former Minister for Foreign Affeirs, Orlando Letelier.

Sk, On 21 Hay 1978, the npational commission established to study proposals for

a new constitution would be transmitting thke results of its deliberations
publicly to the President. The public debate on the new constitutien would then
take place within the Council of State. The constitution would be drafted by the
end of 1978 and & referendum on it would be announced for 1979.

55. As his delegation had répeatedly stated, any measures taken by the Chilean
Government in recent months formed part of the over-all plan of action which it
had adopted when it rirst came to power. Certain institutionsl reforms had been
required initially in corder to deal with the situation then prevailing in Chile,
but the country’s traditionsl institutions were now to be restored in full. The
current situaticn of human rights in Chile was completely normal and the press
enjoyed far more freedom than in many other countries. That situation contrasted
sharply wvith the situation of human rights in a number of other countries to which
the internpaticnal community devoted far less time and attention.

The meeting rose at 1 p.m.




