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The meeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m. also part of the solution. As stated in the Charter of the United
Nations and the International Covenants, human rights were
of particular concern to young persons. They should be able

Agenda item 100: Social development, including to play a role in society and should therefore be taught from
questions relating to the world social situationand to 5 early age about democracy, solidarity and tolerance. The
youth, ageing, disabled persons and the family United Nations, in cooperation with non-governmental youth

(continueq (A/53/3, A/53/63-S/1998/100, A/53/72—  grganizations, should also place greater emphasis on their
S/1998/156, A/53/95-S/1998/311, A/53/97, 294, 350, rights, and the international community should take greater
356, 378, 416 and 425) interest in their problems and potential contribution. Youth
1. Mr.Kallehauge (Denmark) said that nearly five yearsparticipation was a precondition for human development.

had passed since the General Assembly had adopted ghe Mmonsignor Martino (Observer for the Holy See) said
United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization @it at the dawn of the third millennium, the world had not yet
Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities, and that it wagyrived at a consensus in the social field. The World Summit
time to evaluate to what extent the Rules had begsy Social Development, which had enjoyed the support of His
implemented. The disability movement was looking forwargs|iness Pope John Paul I, had nevertheless made it possible
to follow-up activities from the Organization to enhance theig reach consensus on a number of principles to be followed
implementation. The Special Rapporteur on Disability ang improve living conditions for all, guarantee the
his panel of experts were doing an excellent job with a vegeyelopment of society, establish links between human rights
limited budget at their disposal. Denmark, which fmhated gnd freedom, economic growth, the protection of the
US$ 100,000 for that work, called on other Governments tvironment and well- being for all human beings. The Holy
contribute. See attached great importance to the World Summit for Social
2.  The Commission on Human Rights, at its fifty-fourtiP€velopment and hoped that the commitments made by Heads
session, had adopted resolution 1998/31 on the human rigbtsState and Government at that forum, in particular in the
of persons with disabilities, which provideidter alia, that area of family life, poverty, economic and social development,
any violation of the fundamental principle of edipand any Ppartnerships with non-governmental organizations and
discrimination against persons with disabilities was a@mployment, would be fully respected.

infringement of their human rights. 7.  Conscious of the valuable role that older persons played
3. Inhonour of the International Day of Disabled Persorl§ society, the Holy See applauded the launching of the
in December1998, the International Diséllly Foundation International Year of Older Persons, which would provide an

would publish a world report on disability. All Governmentpportunity to highlight the talents, wealth of knowledge and

should call the attention of their experts to that rep@tduse €xperience of that sector of the population and also to
awareness of the rights, needs and potential of disablég@monstrate their needs and reflect on how the world
persons was a precondition for their equal participation, wifePmmunity could respond to them.

the rest of society, in the life of the nation. 8. The Holy See had also participated in the World
4. Ms. Pedersen(Denmark) said that in spite of all thatConference of Ministers Responsible for Youth, which had
separated young persons at the cultural, religious, po|itid@ﬂ)inted out that future generations would be the beneficiaries
and economic levels, there were certain qualities that thef, sustainable development. In his Encyclical Letter,
shared. In the space of a few years, they all faced makhyangelium VitagPope John Paul Il stated that life was
challenges. They were vulnerable, often excluded from ti@éwvays a good; there was a need, above all, to see persons
decision-making process, particularly in the case of yougith disabilities as people. The United Nations should
women that was a violation of their personal freedom and h&@ntinue to emphasize the sacred dignity of human life, and
a negative influence on their development. They weihe international community should recognize that the family
energetic, idealistic and the fact that they were the adults@iit offered the greatest protection for the human being.
the future and represented an ever growing sector of tA@solute poverty should moreover be eliminated and the
global population, meant that they were a force to be reckoneyfle of poverty must be broken.

with. 9.  The last decade of the twentieth century would long be
5. As highlighted during the World Conference ofémembered as a time of violence and bloodshed. The scars

Ministers Responsible for Youth in Lisbon in Auguk298, left by ethnic hatred, disregard for human life and armed
young persons were not just a part of the problem, they weg@nflict must heal, and industry, agriculture and trade should
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be allowed to prosper. The representatives of the international (CARICOM), said that the primary aim of social development
community who would participate in the Special Session of should be the promotion of social integration and the
the General Assembly on the Implementation of the Outcome  participation of all people. Governments, in partnership with
of the World Summit for Social Development should find civil society and the international community, were
solutions to those problems before the work towards social responsible for achieving that objective. The financial crisis
development could continue. currently faced by maowrdries of the world was having a

10. Official development assistance was essential. As tAg92tive impact on the populations of the affected countries,

basis of the solidarity that was the very nature ofhumanit?,nd international agencies, especially the international

it ensured sustainable development that was inseparable figsgncial |Inst|tut|ons, needidhto_glvel_more cc(;n5|derat|on to
human rights. Globalization must make it possible to builﬁ‘e social consequences of their policies and programmes.

a society in which everyone could participate. 17. In 1995, the General Assembly had adopted the World

11. Mr. Beyendeza(Uganda) said that he supported thErogramme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and

statement made by Indonesia on behalf of the Group of 77 aﬁgyond, which acknowledged that young people were agents,

China, and commended the successful outcome of the Wopﬂﬂeﬁciaries a_nd victims _Of change_ ar_ld as such should s_eek
Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth in Lisbon jfot only to be integrated into an existing order but also aim

August1998 in which his ountry had participated. to transform thgt_ order. Regipnal and interregional
conferences of ministers responsible for youth, such as the

12. The World Summit for Social Development had set thghe that had recently been held in Lisbon, and the third
objective of eradicating absolute poverty. The Ugandajssjon of the World Youth Forum, held in Braga, Portugal,
Government had identified four ways to achieve that goah August1998, had a vital role to play in that respect. States
developing human resources through education for allembers of CARICOM, sometimes in cooperation with the
industrialization and developing the private sector; improvingriyate sector and non-governmental organizations, had
the infrastructure and modernizing the agricultural sectorigynched many programmes to benefit the young people and

13. In many African countries, the outbreak of armeticrease their participation in national development. The aim
conflict and the scourge of HIV/AIDS had left many youndf such programmes was to create employment opportunities,
people homeless and deprived of nourishment, health care &h@vide training, reform the educational system and improve
education. The family, which was the foundation of anthe self-image of young people. In cooperation with the
society, was unable to play its traditional role and thgnited Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the
phenomena of streetchildren, and the abandonment Ggmmonwealth Youth Programme, the CARICOM secretariat

disabled and older persons were spreading. had organized meetings and activities for young people. It had

. . . Iso requested funding from UNFPA for a major project to
14'| l;ganda; v:ev;gg;:qtjﬁag?n asha Lneans_; of brelzak!ng tZ'necourag_gje the development of entrepreneurship among young
cycle orpoverty. in » Lhac launched a universa p”mar?/eople in five countries of the region. Under the leadership
education programme, which practically doubled enrolmert

The Government had also established a fund to fight pover((t_)‘!\ff,the thed Na.tlons Ch||drgn s Fund (UNIC'EF)., a number
United Nations agencies were contributing to the

which would finance a number of social projects, but there . ; . .

iy implementation of health and family life education
was need for additional resources. It therefore launched an :
. . . ) rogrammes in schools.
appeal to the international community for assistance and was '
grateful to countries such as the United Kingdom and tHé.  Since young people always had so much to learn from
United States of America, which had already extended aid@der people, and since interaction between generations
that area. The decentralization of the decision-making procedould be encouraged, the States members of CARICOM had
had allowed Uganda to make significant progress over recéatinched programmes to encourage such interaction. While

years, both in the industrial and agricultural sectors andifhwas true that increased life expectancy was one of the
education. greatest achievements of the century, it had also caused

anrecedented problems. Women were living longer than men

15. ' Inconclusion, his delegation wished to stress that ta\%d were often poorer in old age; it was therefore essential

World Summit for Social Development could bear fruit onlﬁ ensure their economic security. The question of ageing and

if the international community honoured its commitments an tbanization also required careful study. The Governments

the United Nations guaranteed follow-up action. of countries in the Caribbean region, in cooperation wibi-
16. Ms. Gittens-Joseph(Trinidad and Tobago), speakinggovernmental organizations, religious bodies anddemic
on behalf of the States members of the Caribbean Commuriitgtitutions, were actively involved in preparations for the
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observance of the International Year of Older Persons. conventions and institutions. It would therefore be useful if
Consideration had also been given to the health-care needs the United Nations published a compendium of those rights,
of older persons. In 1994, the conference of CARICOM created a post of United Nations special rapporteur on youth
Ministers of Health had approved the Caribbean Health rights, cooperated with non-governmental organizations and
Promotion Charter and, in 1998, the Caribbean Forum on took into consideration in all iiestuestions relating

Health and Ageing had been held in the Bahamas. The to youth, in particular by strengthening its youth unit. The
outcome of the Forum had been a draft charter on health and participation of young people, who in many countries
ageing, which should help countries of the region formulate accounted for more than 50 per cent of the population, was
plans and programmes for older persons, focusing on their essential to democracy. Young people wished and needed to
economic security and appropriate care facilities. be part of the political decision-making process and to be

19. Disabled persons were another group that requir@%mesemed'

special attention. They must be treated on an equal footing 25. Youth organizations had an important role to play in
with the rest of the population and be able to participate fully peace- and democracy-building in post-conflict areas.
in society. Many CARICOM countries had national policies Norwegian organizations were involved in such activities
favouring the integration of disabled persons, encouraging with their counterparts in Central and Eastern Europe, Central
their self-reliance and participation in socio-economic America, southern Africa and the Middle East. Norway would
development and preventing their marginalization and all encourage other Governments to provide youth organizations
forms of discrimination against them. with the political and financial support that they needed to

20. Persons with disabilities, youth and older persons We"?‘éSiSt future leaders in strengthening respect for democracy,

normally supported by a common social unit, namely, ﬂ{glerance and dialogue.

family. However, the family was being adversely affected by 26. For nearly 30 years, Norway had included
poverty, unemployment, urbanization and the breakdown of representatives of youth organizations in its delegations. That
the moral and spiritual values that had sustained it. States practice had two advantages: the youth organizations
members of CARICOM had therefore established counselling promoted awareness of United Nations activities, and young
and training programmes and set up funds to assist needy people were given an opportunity to take part in the life of the
families, particularly those headed by grandparents. international community. In view of the increasing number

21. Social development required the integration and ﬂ% challeng_es facing the world, the Organization should
participation of all members of society. The countrie§trengthen its role as a world forum.

members of CARICOM remained committed to the vision of 2Ms. de Bondt (Netherlands), drawing on her own

a society for all. experience of the increasing ethnic and cultural

22. M. Seiffert (Norway) said that the third session Ofthéjiversification taking place in most of the world’s countries,
World Youth Forum and the first World Conference ofncluding the Netherlands, said that young people must be

Ministers Responsible for Youth, held in Augus898 in integrated into society, without being denied an opportunity

Braga and Lishon, respectively, had adopted a Youth Actiéfi 4€velop their own identity. The participation of young
Plan and a declaration that would assist Governments and H’Fé)ple belonging to linguistic, ethnic and religious mities

United Nations system in promoting the participation of youtWa_S often hampered_ by such factors as t_he discrimin_at_ion to
at all levels in society. which they were subjected, language barriers, or the difficulty

. _ . of finding a job. Young second-generation immigrants, for
23.  In 1998, the international community had celebrated tegample, had to live with two different cultures — one

fif_tieth anniversary of the Upiversal Dgclaration Of.Huma'ﬂ.ransmitted by the family and one by the society in which they
Rights. Nevertheless, such rights continued to be violatedjij)ed — and they faced difficulties that were not well

many countries and young persons were frequeptly the victififderstood by those who had no experience of their situation.
of war crimes. The establishment of the International Criminghat was why they sometimes tended to look for support from

Court would make it possible to prosecute war criminals, aRfose with similar backgrounds, which was often perceived
it was therefore essential for those States that had not wta sign that they were not open to the rest of society.

signed the statute of the Court to do so as soon as possible. . .
28. In order to foster social integration and enable

24. Too many young people were still unaware of their civiyinorities to benefit from the educational system and give
political, economic, social and cultural rights and thghem unrestricted access to the labour market, it was
protection offered to them by international human rightgnportant to promote better understanding among all social
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groups and adopt an opettitude towards minorities. The faced by older persons and to seek solutions at the national
first step was to recognize that all people had a right to enjoy and international levels. Preparations for the Yeaderere

their own culture, as emphasized in article 27 of the wayin Ukraine: a presidential decree on the health of older
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. States persons had been issl83¥inand a national conittee

must take appropriate measures to that end in accordance with  on the observance of the Year of Older Persons had been
the relevant international instruments and, in particular, must established by government decree.

amend their legislation accordingly. She also stressed t@?. Like other countries, Ukraine attached great importance

special role of school in_integrating minorities sinpe it Wak the situation of disabled persons. It had incorporated the
there that members of different groups could begin to lea ovisions of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of

about each other’s cultures. However, young people sho portunities for Persons with Disabilities in a number of

also be given other opportunities to meet, for example, ate programmes, including a comprehensive programme

par.ticipating in sports or the art's or by qndertaking joirgn the solution of disability problems and a programme to
projects. Govgrnments could provide |nf:ent|ves through clu 8velop the orthopaedic industry and provide disabled
and community work and could organize workshops, you rsons with means of movement and help them overcome

camps and exchangg programmes |n'order to encour f&ir disabilities by mechanical means. The Government of
cooperation at the national and international levels. Ukraine considered that the growing number of non-

29. She drew attention to the Braga Youth Action Plan governmental organizations working on behalf of the disabled
which had been adopted at the third session of the United would contribute to their rehabilitation and active
Nations World Youth Forum, and urged them to study it involvement in society.

closely. The Plan of Action had been developed by 5%

rTIpreser;tatlveﬁgf n%n-govern;nehntgl youth orgam:aﬂo?]s fr ople and in the implementation of the World Programme
all over the world and stressed the importance of exchanggs A c(ion for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyd. In

of experience between young people from different Cultur(?sl%cordance with a Ukrainian act on the promotion of youth

and religions. in the social and development fields, the Ukrainian

30. Mr. Melenevs’ky (Ukraine) said that the current global Government had established a network of youth centres. The
economic crisis had clearly demonstrated the relationship Ukrainian Parliament was currently considering draft
between social and economic development, which had been legislaimvernment bodies responsible for children and
stressed at the World Summit for Social Development held youth, and on social work with children and youth. The
in Copenhagen in 1995. In Ukraine, the impact of the crisis  Ukrainian Government was grateful to the Government of
had led to lower incomes, higher unemployment and other Portugal for hosting the World Conference of Ministers
social problems for many people. For that reason, the Responsible for Youth in Lisbon in AL@@8&f and
Government of Ukraine had undertaken urgent measures to  welcomed the Organization’s contribution to the process of
ensure social protection of the most vulnerable segments of social development through its support for national
the population, in particular the aged, retired and disabled programmes and provision of technical, consultative and
persons, and orphans. The purpose of those measures was to  financial assistance, as well as assistance in the field of
provide carefully targeted assistance to those groups by information. In particular, the Ukrainian Government
establishing a system of special services at different levels of welcomed the results of the thirty-sixth session of the
the country’s administrative divisions. Those measures went Commission for Social Development and of the organizational
hand in hand with reform of the social security and pension session of the Preparatory Committee for the Special Session
systems. of the General Assembly on the Implementation of the

31. Ukraine was faced with serious demographic probler%’Jtcome Of Fhe_ World Summlt_ for Soqal D_evelopmer_n and
urther Initiatives and reaffirmed its sincere desire to

that were aggravating its social problems: falling birth ratés ) _ ; _ ) ) .
ag g P g tinue its constructive dialogue with the various bodies and

and an increase in the mortality rate meant that the coun ialized ) f the United Nai ith 2 Vi
could not even sustain its population level. In Ukraine, as fP€c&/zed agencies of the United Nations with a view to
é%.formmg and revitalizing their work.

other countries, the problem of an ageing population requir
the authorities to create more favourable liviranditions for  34. Ms. Morgan-Moss (Panama), speaking on behalf of

older persons. In that regard, the Government of Ukraine the Rio Group, said that solidarity was a universal concept
welcomed the decision to observe the year 1999 as the thathad contributed significantly to social development at the
International Year of Older Persons, which would provide an  national and international levels. The Governments of the

opportunity to gain a better understanding of the problems countries members of the Group were committed to the

Ukraine took a great interest in the problems of young
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development of common policies and strategies for actively participated in the recent World Conference of
implementing social development programmes on behalf of Ministers Responsible for Youth, which had been generously
vulnerable population groups. A large part of the populations hosted by the Portuguese Government from 8 to
of developing countries lived in squalor and poverty, and 1gust1998 in Lisbon. The Lisbon Declaration on Youth
economic insecurity was increasing in most industrialized Policies and Programmes, the final document of the
countries. While it was true that technological progress, Conference, should help Governments to direct their youth
population growth and other factors were of great importance  policies. The views of young persons expressed in the Braga
to any economic system, all parties active in world affairs  Youth Action Plan, adopted by the World Youth Forum of the
must play a role in their respective fields. Changes must not  United Nations system, should also be taken into account.
take place too quickly; they should be the result of reflectio
lessons learned and discussion, and it was important to str
a balance between tradition and innovation. The taking 9
decisions for the common good and, in particular, ti}ﬂ

provision of financial assistance to poor countries, remain% nduct from one generation to another. Because of the
of gregt importance. By becoming involved in V'ab.l‘?nformation which they spread throughout the world, the
enterpn'ses that could be passeq on to future generatlo%%dia played an increasingly important role in the
?eneranon? that would tlhuf’hbe gl\fen a meﬁjnz of escalp@&ablishment and dissemination of standards, values and
rom poverty, poor people themselves would DECOME 1€xg,; ations. The Rio Group fully recognized their power and

vullerﬁzlebThe Rlo_Grc;upShao! pialljrnmplated acttlvecljyt:n tZQade them its partners in the search for the means of
work ofthe L.ommission lor social Ueveiopment and hop ghlighting the moral, spiritual and intellectual qualities of

that the agregd conglusmns would provide .gwdance. fi {nan beings for the general good of the planet.
Governments in adopting measures at the national, regiona

and international levels. The Group had also noted wi@B- Ms.Lacanlale(Philippines) said that her Government
satisfaction that the Commission for Social Development w&§ntinued to be guided by the Vienna Plan of Action on
cooperating with the Commission on Sustainabl®geing within the framework of its long-term national
Development to study poverty and patterns of production aRegrammes on behalf of older persons and activities in
consumption, and that the United Nations Developmefgélebration of the International Year of Older Persons. To that

Programme (UNDP) was helping over 80 countries to adoglﬂd, the Government had issued a Proclamation calling for
strategies to combat poverty. Non-governmentHI'e nationwide observance of the Year. A task force had been
organizations also played an active role by remindinggt up for that purpose and a series of major activities had
Government of the commitments that they had made Rgen planned, including public information campaigns to

Copenhagen and raising public awareness of relatEise awareness, advocacy activities, the adoption of measures
activities. aimed at protecting the rights of older persons and the

i i organization of a major conference on ageing.
35. Democracy was the orderly expression of different

views, positions and interests. The Rio Group, which wa®- In the Philippines, as in other Asian countries, the
made up of democratic countries, was aware that the conc&ghily unit was traditionally multi-generational. Despite
of common humanity was based on the assumption that &ligration, urbanization and poverty, the family remained the
individuals and, in particular, older and disabled persons, hBtimary support system and main caregiver for older persons,
equal opportunities to exercise their rights, assume thé# laid down in the Constitution. That policy was translated
responsibilities and make use of all their abilities. The Rito programmes aimed at providing incentives for families
Group was therefore endeavouring to combat the inkties 0 support older persons in order to help ease the

and other factors that prevented those groups from takifgpvernment's resource burden. In 1995, there were
their place in society. approximately 3.6 million older persons in the Philippines,

36 M leinth ioaded ial representing 5.4 per cent of the total population. By the year
' any young people in the regioaded common socia 2000, that number should reach approximately 5 million. In

problems such as delinquency, violence, drug addictio\ﬁew of the rapid increase in that population group, its

corruption an_d alack of civic responsibility. The concept cmfluence on the economic and social development of the
grc])odlgrtl)d ?V” elmdttk(;e_ v?rllues_cc(;mrr}on to all human bﬁ']ngauntry could not be underestimated. The Government had
should be inculcated in the minds ot young persons. 1 Nogg, efore adopted measures to ensure the well-being of older

values wentdhand n Pﬁnd_mth the dtl)versn]Y(;f|d§§séop|n|or:1§§rsons: in particular, it had adopted a law aimed at
customs and ways oflife. The members of the Rio Group aximizing their contribution to nation-building, which

The family could not and should not lose sight of its
pose which was to teach the individual the rules of good
nduct and moral principles. It remained tloeifidation of
human being for the transmission of values and codes of
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provided, inter alia, special privileges in health and Declaration which would contribute to the implementation
transportation services. Another law mandated the of the World Programme of Action for Youth. She looked
establishment of senior citizen centres throughout the country  forward to its adoption by the General Assembly at its next
in order to provide venues for social interaction and group  session.

activities. In addition, the Government, in collaboration wnqz_ Ms. Ilham I. M. Ahmet (Sudan), reaffirmed her

non-governmental organizations, had embarked on a proj@%vernment’s commitment to cooperate in the work of the

to draw up a national programme for older persons in ordg ird Committee, and said that social development was

to address the problems relating to the inereasing numb_ercp sely linked to economic developmengare and stability.
older persons who were abandoned or ill-treated, who liv

in deplorabl diti ho did not h q te skills f that regard, the Sudanese Government, within the
In deplorable conditions, who did hot nave adequate SIS 1gh ye\york of the efforts it was making to achieve a peaceful

ga|n1_‘u_l employment, or who were unable_ to provide adequaé‘c:)lution to the problem of the South, had complied with the
nutr!tlon for themselyes I frf’m health Car?t(?asefire appeals made by the international community
SErvices. That plan reinforced another major pr.ogra,mmeiﬂcluding the Security Council of the United Nations, the
social refprm undertaken'bythe Government which aimed ol ergovernmental Authority for Development (IGAD) and
responding to the baS|c' needs of the poorest and meR European Union. Nevertheless war continued and the
vulnerable groups of society. Those programmes requirg ering of the people in the area was becoming more intense

vast resotrces, which, in view ofthg economic crisis in ASI%’ecause the rebels had refused to respect the ceasefire.
were lacking. Even though the Philippines was not as severely

affected by the crisis as neighbouring countries, it hatB- With regard to issues related to youth, her delegation
nonetheless suffered a sharp increase in the numberP8inted out that the Lisbon Declaration stressed that
unemployed persons, which had risen from 2.5 million in Juffgovernments should make a commitment to adopt youth
1997 to 4.3 million in1998. Inflation had risen from Policies in line with the World Programme of Action for
4.6 per cent in 1997 to 9.9 per cent in June 1998. Th@uth to the Year 2000 and Bewd, taking into account the
economic downturn had also reduced Government revenfiational priorities and specific circumstancegath country.
Those elements, added to the devaluation of the Philippif@nvinced that youth represented the main driving force for
peso, had led to a huge budget deficit. Despite the lack @¢velopment, her Government had implemented a
resources, the Government was making every effort to avéi@mprehensive national strategy and defined the criteria to
a reduction in social spending and was taking measuresdi¢ggrantee the rights of youth, as presented during the World
support families which were dependent on agriculture and Y®uth Forum of the United Nations system held in Lisbon.
encourage recourse to microcredit. The private sector hddaccordance with the World Programme of Action for

also introduced job retraining seminars for persons who weYguth, the Sudan had also launched activities for the benefit
about to be made redundant. of youth, particularly in the cultural and intellectual spheres,

20, | iods of crisi le oft q q and encouraged young people to do their national service in
- In periods of crisis, people often turned towards thg e ¢, develop their skills. The Government provided

fam!ly for support. However, the family was no longer in reater job opportunities for young people and supported
position to respond to the needs of older persons. It w, $

. : , ojects initiated by them by helping them to acquire the
therefore crucial to establish a culture of ageing and to reg gcessary resources from financing agencies. Conscious of
older persons as both agents and beneficiaries of develop

n}ﬂ@timportance of education, the Government had established

efforts. To that epd, It was important to adOP‘ measures 0university in each of the 26 federated States over the past
encourage the independence and self-reliance of ol

. X ) e years. Its efforts had not been limited to the education of
persons. Particular attention should be paid to health and Sth. but were aimed at achieving the objective of education
accessibility of health resources gnd to a holistic and Iop o aII.' The Government was also endeavouring to eradicate
tgrm strategy for_agemg, taking into account the Spec“(|Ffiteracy particularly in remote regions. As a consequence,
circumstances in eaqh country.  Non-governmental;qop jn g regions had access to primary education and
organizations and the private sector should also coopergig 5o\ ernment was working towards improving the situation

With the Government in the achievement of the goal of & yeachers and had accorded high priority to technical
society for all ages. education

41.  Her delegatlon wished to thank the Governr_n(_ant f . A particular concern for Sudan was the situation of
Portugal for having hosted the World Conference of Mlnlstero'sIder persons and it therefore welcomed the decision to

Respc_)n5|ble for Youth in Lls_bon, and_ wel_comed _thﬁroclaim 1999 the International Year of Older Persons. In
commitments and recommendations contained in the L'Sbggcordance with the principles inspired by Islam, older
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persons in the Sudan enjoyed a privileged and respected expectancy was probably the most striking development in
position within the family and society. The Government the social sphere. In 1982, at a session of the World Assembly
encouraged that approach and stressed the importance of the on Ageing, a number of Governments, in particular those of
participation of older persons in production and development develomingtdes, had thought that people over the age

on an equal basis with other citizens. The mass media were of 65 were a characteristic of the developed world, but
instrumental in ensuring the wide dissemination of such statistics showed that it was in the developing countries that
concepts and norms. the ageing of the population had increased most rapidly;

45. The Sudan also strove to achieve the comple‘:t'gorts should therefore be made to ensure a life of dignity for
integration of persons with disabilities into society. It hagurrent generations, f_or_ msta_nce by the_ adopt_lo_n_ of policies
therefore established institutes and agencies for tH)eenable them to participate in productive activities. In that

rehabilitation of such persons to provide them with th'éegard' international _coop(_aratlon_, especially thro“‘-?lh
education and training that they needed in order to attain se&ﬁgSlst_ance from countries \_N'th a_hlghly developed social
reliance. The Government had conducted media campaigﬁ‘?scumy system, was of particular importance.

to raise public awareness and steps had been taken to 49. Herdelegation had played an active part in the work of
circulate as widely as possible the Standard Rules on the various intergovernmental bodies which considered the
Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities. problems of older persons, and welcomed the fact that the

46. All international conferences emphasized tht@eme of the International Year of Older Persons was

importance of protecting the rights of the family. The SudarIiowards a society for all ages”. As a young country, where

was of the view that the family should be protected from thg8 Pper cent of the p_opl_JIation was below the age of _18’
uador could not be indifferent to the future of such a high

social diseases that were rife in the modern world as a res'éft

of the tendency in contemporary societies to diminish the ro?éoportlon of the population. The_Government had the_refore
introduced a programme to raise awareness of third age

ofthe family and, indeed, to twist the definition of the term. X )
For the Sudan, the family was the natural framework in WhicWOblemS' under which seminars and workshops had been

the individual developed in preparation for integration int8rganlzed at t_he national, p_rovmc!al gnd cantpnal 'eV‘?'S with
society. The Government had therefore adopted apolicyﬁﬂe_ empha5|s on the dissemination of mformatlon on
facilitating marriage, which was the basis for building é‘eglslatlon relatlng to older persons, and_ the National Land
family. It had also paid special attention to the situation giransport Council hadnter_ "f‘“a' brought in reduced fares
rural and migrant families, and of widows and orphansf;(.Jr oI_der persons. In _add'“‘?”’ plans and programmes to’
Furthermore, it had established national projects for tﬁ)_eenef'f[ older persops—mcludmgaplan to talfelolder persons
provision of shelter and clothing to the families affected bg}ghts mtq accountin preparing natllonal poI!C|es B had, been
the attacks of the rebel army in southern Sudan, where ﬁ’\%t_ up i close coordination with pu'bllc. and private
Government had constructed “peace villages” to meet suffstitutions and non-governmental organizations.

families’ needs. It had also assisted the victims of heent 50. Her delegation thanked the Bguese Government for
floods in the country. having organized the first World Conference of Ministers

47. Giventhe deterioration in the world’s social situatiorB'ESponSlble for YOUth_ most eff|.C|e.ntIy. The Government'of
the fact that globalization was a reality and thgcuadorpursuedapohcyofsomal involvement under which

acknowledgement that social development could not yaung people actively participated in their own development.

separated from economic development, a comprehensi e Lisbon Declaration on Youth Policies and Programmes
approach should be adopted in order to address the situatl‘%ﬂ?j the Br'aga YO_Uth,ACt'On P!an would form part of a

It was essential, however, to bear in mind that thetrategy ofintegration into a society for all ages.

establishment of a single system that did not acknowledge the Bftis. Aponte De Zacklin (Venezuela) said that her
different cultures and traditions of each society would not lead delegation fully supported the statements made by the
to the achievement of social development. representative of Panama on behalf of the Rio Group and by

48. Ms. Martinez (Ecuador) said that the views of thethe representative of Indonesia on behalf of the Group of 77.

Government of Ecuador on the item under consideration hgd€ Wished, however, to stress the importance of two
already been expressed in the statements made by ({iﬁgelopments relevant to the situation of the most vulnerable
representatives of Indonesia on behalf of the Group of 77, ad?uPs. namely the recent World Conference of Ministers
by the representative of Panama on behalf of the Rio GrodpeSPonsible for Youth and the issuance of the report on

On the eve of the new millennium, the improvement in ”fgreparations for the International Year of Older Persons
’ (A/53/294). In organizing its social programme, Venezuela
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aimed to improve living conditions for such groups, while at capable of addressing the challenges facing humankind, just
the same time working to ensure economic development, asitwas also essential to fight as a team against poverty. The
justice and peace. Declaration and Programme of Action of the World Summit

52.  With regard to young people, a foundation had beéﬂr Social Development continued to serve as common

established to carry out programmes aimed at giving them twéerences in view of their relevance and currency. With the

skills to find innovative solutions to their problems. Two P€Cial session of the General Assembly scheduled for the

programmes seemed particularly promising: the first — tH&2/ 2000 in mind, the implementation and follow-up of

youth employment plan — sought o give training opportunitig®Mmitments entered into by Governments should undergo
to young school drop-outs and to make full use of th(ér|t|cal assessment. His delegation was determined to make

country’s human resources in order to createotarable its contribution, in the Preparatory Committee, to the success

conditions for the full development of young people, Whi|(9f thatimportant gathering.

at the same time laying the foundation for a more just and 55. He welcomed the outcome of the first World Conference
equitable society in Venezuela. The aim of the second —the of Ministers Responsible for Youth and thanked the
prevention and participation programme for young people — Portuguese Government for having taken the initiative to
was to set up a network of activities in order to give young organize it, in conjunction with the United Nations,
people responsibility in training and changing the individual particularly since it had culminated in a consensus on youth
and society. The two programmes had produced good results  issues, as evidenced by the Lisbon Declaration on Youth,
in a number of fields, including the prevention of juvenile  which fell within the context of the World Programme of
crime, drug addiction, AIDS, violence, teenage pregnancy, Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond adopted by
sexually transmitted diseases and alcoholism among the the General Assembly. It equally welcomed the Secretary-
young. Her ountry had also promoted parallel social General's report on preparations for the International Year
integration measures, such as the "Sport for all” programme  of Older Persons (A/53/294), \ubidkd successfully

and the National Children’s Symphony Orchestra. reaffirm the place and role of older persons in a society that

53. With regard to programmes for older persons, hgpust remain “a society for all ages"_. Advan_tage should
delegation commended the Consultative Group for tﬁgerefore be_ taken of thg opportunity _prowded by _the
International Year of Older Persons on its efforts to promofé)mmemorf"‘t'o_n ofthe Year in 1999 to reaffirm the 18 United
the Year. Her country had embarked on programmes to hajgtions prmmpk_as for Older Persons annexed t? General
older persons, including the national plan for the third ag@_sser_nbly resolu_tlon 46_/91' as vv_eII as the Intgrnanonal Plgn
That plan was being implemented by the National Geriatrfg Actu_)n on Ageing, Wh'_Ch could Inspire countries to S‘_at their
and Gerontological Institute, which provided various servic@piectives on the_ subject Of_ ageing. Senegal, W_h'Ch was
to older persons throughout the country. In urban aree@,ready engaged n preparations for the Year, be_lleved that
courses were provided for older persons, enabling them to te resources avalla_ble to t_he Trust Fun_d for Ageing ShO_U|d
enter the productive sector and thus preserve the countrg‘as str_engthened _W'th a view to enabllng_ the deyeloplng
cultural heritage and traditions. The concept of a society fGPUNtries to benefit from theatessary technical assistance.

all ages, every aspect of which was covered by the Secretary- 56. Realization of the objectives of social development
General's report (A/53/294), could be seen as a first stepin  presupposed a greater degree of participation by the
a dialogue between the ephemeral — vanity, power, youth and, population in cliicg@and cultural life, as well as the

indeed, life — and the eternal — the spirit, the vital principle strengthening of the status of law and democracy and the
which acted as a guide from the beginning of a person’s life promotion of a social-integration policy. It further

to the end. presupposed a policy of combating vulnerability and poverty
r\é{ith productive employment, in aédn to the development

central to international politics, as abundantly proved on r?lcrc:jcredn, (-':‘aS|e(;.a?:cess t‘; basic soc;]al s;rwces and a
recently by the financial crisis in Asia and its unexpecte rofoun on?omg dialogue gtweﬁn t e tate, non-
impact on the living conditions of millions of individuals, bothgovernmenta organizations and civil society concerning

in the region itself and in other parts of the world. No Sectdmplementation of the objectives fixed at the World Summit

was spared the negative repercussions of globalization J%Somgl De\;]elodet()ent. hl/l(oregver, I requwgd that the ;oma:j
no one was shielded from the threats of impoverishment t en.5||on sfiould be ta edn 'ZFO ACCOUNt In"EconomiIc aﬂ
were the regrettable concomitants of this process. It WQQa”C'a restructuring and adjustment programmes. The

therefore essential to seek, both internationally and within tHgernational community should mobilize fresh resources in

framework of the United Nations, global responses that we?éder to meet the expectations of peoples who were victims

54. Mr. Ka (Senegal) said that social questions we
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of malnutrition and disease and to wage an effective fight 60. Viewing education as a vehicle for the promotion of
against poverty. Senegal, which already had a national human development and the alleviation of poverty, Pakistan
programme in that field, believed that the United Nations had launched a social-action programme in 1997, in which
should gear its action more towards development and special emphasis was laid on elementaryoaddrgec
solidarity among nations. education. By the year 2010, it proposed to achieve the target

57. Mr.Bhatti (Pakistan) said that he particularly regrette&'c99 per cent enrolment for boys and 93 per cent enrolment

the negative trends in the world social situation (highlighteg" 91" atthe elementary level. A compulsory-education act

by the Human Development Report 1998 of the Uniteff2S alreadybeing imple_menr:ed in Punjab province and was
Nations Development Programme), as his country believ@‘aoUt to be introduced in other provinces.

that sustained economic growth and employment generation B®k. Sandru (Romania), Vice-Chairman, took the
were two basic elements for the promotion of sociahair.

integration and societal harmony. He hoped that the Llsb%Q_ Mr. Gambari (Nigeria) said that his country was

Decla_lre_nion on Youth, aplopted at the first World Conferenc&tremely concerned by the increasing neglect of older

of Mwysters Responsmle f'or' YO_Utht would serve as thﬁersons, especially in the developing countries, where the
flagshlp of aptwe yoth partlglpat|on In develppme'nt at tha teriorating economic circumstances were a contributing
nat|opal, reg|ona! and mternatpngl levels. P§k|stan |t§elf Ia+gector. It had therefore created a social welfare department
speual'emphafsl's on the provision of quality education a'&ﬂd a rehabilitation department. It had alsiiaied a family
profgssmnal tralnlng for its youth |n'order to prepare them f%rupport programme which, in addition to assisting the most
plgyl'n.g a productive 'role n building thg'natlon. It had al,seulnerable and disadvantaged groups in society, promoted the
pponhzgd the expansion OfIOb, c')ppor.tynme's for youth. In It?)vell—being of the family with a view to enabling its members

eighth flve-yegr plan, over 5lm|II|o.n adcbnaI'Jobs would be, to make the maximum contribution to national development.
f:reated and.5|m|Iar emphasis on job creation would contingg programme’s specific objective was to eradicate negative

in the next five-year plan. social and cultural factors that affected the elderly and to

58. It was predicted that the ageing of the population, a address any discrepancies that might exist between older men
consequence of scientific and technological development, and older women. Given that the majority of older persons
would be faster in the developing countries than in the worldwide were women, as acknowledged by the Secretary-
developed countries. The International Year of Older Persons General in his report on preparations for the International
would provide an opportunity to evaluate the likelyimpact Year of Older Persons (A/53/294), it was imperative that
of that demographic change on societies. With 40 per cent of global activities during that Year should give due
its population now in its teens, Pakistan would be more consideration to the peculiar problems which older persons
acutely affected by the ageing process and it had therefore faced. His delegation particularly welcomed part Il of the
already initiated a public awareness campaign. ifi@ublly, report, which underscored the importance attached to the

the family shouldered the responsibility for older persons, family as a whole in order to achieve a society for all ages.
who were regarded as the fountainhead of wisdom, experience  The alarming consequences of the tempo of ageing in the
and guidance, rather than as a burden. The Government developing countries was also clearly indicated. In Nigeria,
nevertheless assisted families through special incentives to  the Ministry of Women'’s Affairs and Social Development,
ensure the care of older people. Various old-age benefit the focal point of preparation for the International Year, had
schemes, including pensions, had been instituted to ensure organized, in conjunction with non-governmental
income security for older people. organizations, a special seminar on the role of the aged in

59. His Government had introduced numerous measure@?&ional development. _T_h_e Ministry would also be elabor_a'_[ing
integrate disabled persons, the most vulnerable section of fhé"09ramme of activities as a follow-up to the official
population; it had launched awareness-raising campaigns ervance, on 2 October 1998, of the International Day of

set up institutions that would impart skills to disabled persor%kJler Persons.

in order to make them productive partners in development. 63. In connection with youth, who were important to the
Special quotas had also been reserved for them in the public establishment of a society for all ages, Nigeria had been
and private sectors, while safety nets had been developed for effectively represented at the World Conference of Ministers
marginalized groups and those who had been by-passed or Responsible for Youth. It welcomed its successful outcome
adversely affected by economic and social change. Four and was fully committed to implementing, with like-minded
social-support schemes were now in operation for the benefit members of the international community, the programmes
of various categories of the most disadvantaged social groups. contained in the Lisbon Declaration on Youth Policies and

10
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Programmes, as well as the Braga Youth Action Plan, adopted 68. The Russian Federation, for its part, had established a
by the World Youth Forum of the United Nations System in  national committee responsible for preparations for the Year.
August1998. To that end, the Commonwealth of Independent States had

64. Mr. Nikiforov (Russian Federation) said that, over fouFreated an organizatic_mal committee pursuant to a decision
years after the adoption of the Copenhagen Declaration € PY thel hC_ouncn r?f Heads of Government of the
Programme of Action, States still faced serious probIemg:,ommonwe"’lt in March 1998.

both objective and subjective, in implementing the provisions 69. The Russian Federation also welcomed the World
thereof. Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth, held in

65. Despite its difficult economic situation, the Russiah!SPoN in 1998. However, the Russian Government was

Government was endeavouring to attenuate the adverse soffgvinced thatthere remained unexploited oppaties for

consequences of the crisis, prevent the standard of living fr&rﬂor(j_'n?‘t'on within t_he United Na_tlc_)ns at the system-wide
falling, partially compensate for the losses suffered by tHgve! In |mplementr_:1t|on of the deC|S|on_s ta_lken atthe quld
most vulnerable population groups and support the moztmmit. In particular, t_he Commission for Social
needy members of society. It was endeavouring to take ir{?developmen_t could proylde greater SUPPO” for the
account the basic guidelines established at the World Sumhq&plementatlon efforts of mteres'Fe_d countries. Better use
for Social Development and, to that end, had IaunChedcguld also be made of the capacities of non-governmental

federal programme of social reforms to be implemented wganlzatmns. In tha_t respe_ct, the_ Russian ngeranon
the year 2000 as well as special programmes on behalfsb’Pported measures aimed at increasing the effectiveness of

young people, children, older persons, families and tﬁ@e Commission for Social Development by strengthening its

disabled, which, unlike preceding programmes, includéB'e’ p_ar_tlcularlymthe area of monitoring the implementation
practical, realistic goals. of decisions.

66. However, his Government considered that, in additig- " conclusion, his delegation supported eflorts to ensure

to efforts at the national level, assistance from thté‘at international cooperation under the aegis of the United
international community and, above all, from the Unite&‘aﬂons f_ocused more closely on SOCiE’_" i_ssues and_that the
Nations, was essential. By ensuring the universality of tr?éganlzanon’s activities gave a higher priority tq such ISSUES.
multilateral trade system and of stable, predictalmeditions It was ready to pooperate for thgt purpose with the United

for access to international markets in goods and servicé\@t'ons and all interested countries.

particularly for countries in traigon, and by eliminating all  71. Mr. Miller (International Labour Organization (ILO))

forms of trade discrimination, it would be easier to resolve said that ILO had participated actively in the first World
social problems. There was also a need for an international Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth and fully
monitoring mechanism to ensure greater compliance with supported the Lisbon Declaration on Youth Policies and
bilateral regulations and obligations in that area. The Programmes and the Braga Youth Action Plan adopted by the
Secretary-General, in his report on the work of the World Youth Forum, both of which focused on various
Organization (A/53/1), had emphasized the need to renew questions of direct interest to ILO. The Lisbon Declaration,
international economic cooperation for developmendtiygh in particular, was aimed at increasing employment
partnership, an idea supported by the Russian Federation.  opportunities for young people and at taking steps to

67. With respect to international action in the social fielo‘?l'mlnate the worst forms of child labour.

Russia had given its immediate support to the idea of holding 72. ILO was working towards a convention intended to
a special session of the General Assembly in the year 2000 eliminate the worst forms of child labour, including all forms
for an overall review and appraisal of the implementation of  of slavery, child prostitution and the use of childtegy&br

the outcome of the World Summit for Social Development, activities or for work likely to jeopardize their health, safety
and was participating actively in the work of the Preparatory and future; the convention was expected to be adopted by the
Committee out of a conviction that that session would International Labour Conference ihJ9@e

promote the development of strategies and programmes-ﬂg_ In June 1998, the International Labour Conference had

behalf of vuInerabIe_ population groups. In that regard, 5dopted a resolution on youth employment which called on
welcomed preparations for the International Year of Old ember States to take measures to increase employment

gersgnsdaFr;dlthe UmLed é\latlol_ns Secreftagats Wor_k_ onft portunities for young people while ensuring employment
Ptan ar . ;SS OQ.I.t _e qualization of Opportunities rotection for them. There was also a need for an international
ersons with Disabilities. strategy for youth employment and for dissemination of best-
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practice information in that area. The Conference had also
adopted a Declaration on fundamental principles and rights
at work, which stressed that all member States had an
obligation to respect, promote and realize the principles
concerning fundamental rights at work which were the subject
of ILO conventions on freedom of association and the
effective recognition of the right to collective bargaining; the
elimination of all forms of forced or compulsory labour; the
effective abolition of child labour; and the elimination of
discrimination in respect of employment and occupation. That
declaration should make it possible to improve working
conditions for young people and to promote their meaningful
participation in social and economic development.

74. The question of youth employment was closely related
to that of the provision of social security and protection to
older persons. ILO fully subscribed to General Assembly
resolution 47/5, which had proclaimed 1999 as the
International Year of Older Persons; it was involved in the
problems of older workers and, for that reason, focused
particularly on social-protection systems and retirement-
pension schemes. It had noted with concern that many
countries needed to reform their old-age pension systems, or,
where none existed, to establish new ones. It therefore
provided its members with advice and assistance with respect
to the various alternatives and their merits and disadvantages
and their suitability to the circumstances and traditions of
each country, taking intaccount the principles embodied in
international labour standards.

75. Withrespectto disabled persons, ILO Convention No.
159 (1983) on the vocational rehabilitation and employment
of disabled persons emphasized the right of those persons to
vocational or other training which would provide them with
employment opportunities and required member States to
design and adopt policies to facilitate disabled persons’
access to employment. To that end, ILO provided guidance
and technical assistance to its members. Moreover, in its
World Employment Report, 1998—-19990 had stressed the
need to provide training for disabled workers, youth, the long-
term unemployed and older displaced workers as the most
vulnerable groups in the labour market in order to improve
their employment prospects.

The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m.
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