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I npl enentation of the Wirld Programe of Action concerning D sabl ed
Persons: towards a society for all in the twenty-first century

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 37/52 of 3 Decenber 1982, by which it adopted the
Worl d Progranme of Action concerning Disabled Persons,?® 49/153 of
23 Decenber 1994, and 50/ 144 of 21 Decenber 1995, in which it called upon
Government s, when inplenenting the Wrld Programe of Action, to take into
account the el enments suggested in the Long-term Strategy to I nplenent the Wrld
Programe of Action concerning Disabled Persons to the Year 2000 and Beyond, ?

Recalling also its resolution 48/ 96 of 20 Decenber 1993, by which it
adopted the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Qpportunities for Persons wth
Disabilities,

Wl comi ng the inclusion of neasures to address questions of disability in
t he programmes, plans and platforns for action adopted by the Wrld Conference
on Human Rights, the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnment, the
World Sunmt for Social Devel opnent, the Fourth World Conference on Wnmen, and
the United Nations Conference on Human Settl enments (Habitat 11),

! AV37/351/Add. 1 and Corr.1, annex, sect. VIIIl, recommendation 1 (IV).
2 A 49/ 435, annex.
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M ndful of the need to adopt and inplenent effective public policies and
programes to pronote the rights of persons with disabilities,

Convi nced that the end of the century provides an opportunity for
consi dering what issues to address in order to fully inplement the Standard
Rul es on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities,

Wl conming initiatives to hold international conferences related to disabled
persons, particularly the holding of the Fifth Wrld Assenbly of Disabled
People's International at Mexico Gty in Decenber 1998, on the thene "Towards an
i nclusive twenty-first century",

Recogni zing the inportance of timely and reliable data on disability for
di sability-sensitive policies, programe planning and eval uation, and the need
for further devel opnent of practical statistical nethodol ogy for data collection
and conpil ation on populations with disabilities,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General on
the third review and apprai sal of the Wrld Programme of Action concerning
Di sabl ed Persons,® and wel cones the concl usi ons and recommendati ons cont ai ned
t her ei n;

2. Takes note of Econom c and Soci al Council resolutions 1997/19 and
1997/ 20 on equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities, and
children with disabilities, respectively;

3. Notes with appreciation the valuable work undertaken by the Special
Rapporteur on Disability of the Conm ssion for Social Devel opnent, and wel cones
t he second round of monitoring the inplenentation of the Standard Rul es on the
Equal i zati on of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities and the cooperation
of the Special Rapporteur with the Conmm ssion on Human Rights, especially with
the Conmttee on the Rights of the Child,

4. Encour ages CGovernments and the non-governmental conmunity to exam ne
key social and economic policy issues related to the equalization of
opportunities for persons with disabilities, in particular: (a) accessibility,
(b) social services and social safety nets, and (c) enploynent and sustai nabl e
l'ivelihoods;

5. Urges CGovernnments to cooperate with the United Nations Statistics
Division in the continued devel opment of global statistics and indicators, and
encourages themto avail thenselves of the technical assistance of the Division
as needed;

6. Urges rel evant bodi es and organi zations of the United Nations system
including relevant treaty bodies, such as the Committee on the Rights of the
Child, the regional comm ssions, and intergovernnmental and non-government al
organi zations and institutions, to work closely with the United Nations

8 A/ 52/ 351.
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programe on di sabl ed persons in the pronotion of the rights of persons with
disabilities by sharing experiences and findings on disability issues;

7. Deci des that the next quinquennial review of the Wrld Programe of
Action, in 2002, shall consider the issues nmentioned in operative paragraph 4 of
the present resol ution;

8. Invites Governments and the private sector to continue to support the
United Nations Voluntary Fund on Disability with a view to providi ng additiona
support to the inplementation of the Standard Rul es, including further

assi stance in national capacity-building and support for the work of the Specia
Rapporteur on Disability;

9. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to develop a plan to increase the
accessibility of the United Nations and its offices and nmeetings to persons with
di sabilities;

10. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to submt to the General Assenbly at
its fifty-fourth session, through the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent at its

thirty-seventh session, a report on the inplenmentation of the present
resol ution.



