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Ib' m"ting wo. cal1'd to ord'r at 10.20 aUD.
AGENDA

I~EM

901

WORLD SOCIAL SITUATION (continued) (ST/ESA/213)

AGRNDA ITEM 911 TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PROCLAMATION OP' THE DECLARATION ON
SOCIAL PROGRESS AND DEVELOPMENT (continu~) (A/44/116-E/\989/15 and Corr.l and
AeSd.l)
AGENDA ITEM 921 NATIONAL EXPERIENCE IN ACHIEVING FAR-REACHING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
CHANGES FOR THE PURPOSE OF SOCIAL PROGRESS (continu,d) (A/44/79-E/1989/8,
4/44/86-E/1989/14, A/44/448 oneS A/44/499)
AGENDA ITEM 931

POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES INVOLVING YOUTH (continu,a) (A/44/387)

AGENDA ITEM 971 INTERREGIONAL CONSULTATION ON DEVELOPMENTAL SOCIAL WELFARE
POL~CIES AND PROGnAMMES (continued) (A/44/206-E/1989/69 oneS Corr.l and Add.1)
AGEND4 ITEM 991

QUESTION OF AGING (continu,a> (A/44/3, A/44/420 and Add.1)

AGENDA ITEM 1011 IMPLE~NTATION OF THE WORLD PROGRAMME OF ACTION CONCERNING
DISABLED PERSONS AND THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF DISABLED PERSONS (continued)
(A/44/406 and Rev.i)
AGENDA ITEM 1021

CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE (continued) (A/44/400)

AGENDA ITeM 1131

FAMILIES IN THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS (continued) (A/44/407)

1.
MLL. SALAZAR-SAHCISI (Ecuador), commenting on agenda item 90, quoted a sentence
from the 1989 Report on the ~Qrld Social Situat!2n, as followsl "In the 1980s, the
implQVement of world social conditions bas been slowed down or reversed in a large
number of countries, especially in Latin America and Africa". He noted, in that
connection, that _0 the region of Latir, America and the Caribbean, there were now
165 million people livinq in poverty, of whom 65 million lacked the means to obtain
adequate nutrition. The figures reflected the fact that in 1989. in absolute
figures, the number of people living in poverty had risen by 50 per cent compared
with 1960 and, what was even more disturbing, by 25 per cent compared with a mere
five years ago. What was more shockinq, 40 per cent of households were not
consuming the minimum caloric intake, 44 per cent of wo~king people were unemployed
and 68 per cent had inadequate housing.
2.
The economic problems of all dev&loping countries were well known: decline ln
primary commodity prices, deterioration in the terms of trade, increase in the
external debt. The debt problem was especially worrisome because the Latin
American and Caribbean countries had become net exporters of capital since 1982 and
that flight ~f capital prevented them from building more just and stable societies.
3.
As Mr. Rodrigo Borja, President of Ecuador, had pointed out, the external debt
was not the only Latin American debtl it also had a social indebtedness to its
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people. In~eed, the .fforts to servi~e the external debt had considerably
increased that social indebtedness. The international community should therefore
adopt me~hanisms enabling the Latin American countries to repay that social debt.
It should take b political decision to endow t~lole countries with the necessary
ftnancial resources to rneet the needs of the Most disadvantaged sectors of their
populationa.
4.
ror its part, Ecuador had worked out a new strategy based on social
participation and pOlitic~l conseneus. Ecuador's Development Plftn was aimed at
development rather than growth inasmuch as development was a qualitative concept
encompassing the Ideas of growth, equitable income distribution and quality of
life. It was the result not of speculation by private economic forces, but of
deliberate action takeh by the State to ensure a fair distribution of the benefits
of progress.
5.
If the Latin Am.dcan couLtries continued to experience the kind of growth
they had known thus f~r, the twenty-first century would find them reduced to a
socioty in which over half the popUlation lived in such misery es to provoke a
social explosion with unfores.eable consequences. Consequently it was imperative
to institute fundamental st~uctural reform and give serious study to the effects of
various economic options which would be an integral part of the Third International
Development Strategy. Mechanisms had to be set up for financing priority projects,
reducing credit costs an~ relftesinq a substantial por~ion of the resources now
co"~ltte~ to .er.vice the ezternal debt in order to pay the .ocial debt.
Accordingly, economic dev.lopme~t programmes must be socially oriented.

That was not the course which had been followed, and accounted for the tragic
situation of the third _orld countries. It was not a matter of charitYI it was not
a matter of SUbordinating social policy to economic policy. What was needed was
politic3l will nlanifested on the international level in the form of decisions based
on equity, effectiveness and solidarity that could be converted into concerted
action which fully met the needs of today's economic and social situation and, in
partiCUlar, could cope with the problem of poverty. Social policy should not
simply be a welfare pollcy. Social expenditure must benefit the poorest sectors of
the population, it must appeal to people's initiative and c~eativity, so often
mishandled by bureaucrats and technocrats, it must allocate sufficient and durable
fiu~nclal resources, and lastly, it must not ~llow prejudice to colour reality.
Only in those conditions could the peoples of Latin America live in dignity.
6.

7.
Mr.~.LJC_~tARQ (Colombia), speaking on a9~nda item 90 (b), recalled that
Colombia was one of the oldest democracies on the American continent. It had been
organizing elections for President and parliament for the past 170 y~ars and, since
the adoption of the 1886 Constitution, it had been electing a President for &
four-year term and deputies to the departmental legislatures and municipal councils
every two yesrs.
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8.
Colombia had .nacted con,titutional r.form. and in 1988. for the first time,
the mayor. of mUDicipaliti•• had beeD .l.ct.d by dir.ct luffrage. Since then, the
municipality play.d an important part in Colombian d.mocratic life. It elected its
mayor and city cOUDcil directly I petition. ligned by 10,000 citizens could generate
l.gi.lativ. bill. for con.ideratioD by the Congr.... It could a1.0 decide, by
r.f.rendum, the major i.lu•• of national i~t.r'lt, Inc1udin9 con.titutiona1 reforms.
9.
Obviou.ly, a major effort had be.n required to educate voter. and elected
official•• 0 that th.y would be pr.pared for that .zperi.nc. in popular
participation. Th. aim wa. to 98nerat. a trend toward. decentralization in
Colombia .0 that important d.ci.ion. Iff.ctiDg .ach region or .ach municipality
w.r. tak.n locally and no longer by the c.ntra1 authority. AD attempt had also
b••n mad. to ••t up mechani.m. for participation through a••ociation. of users
(.specially pea.ant.) and agr••ment. between cOl'IIIIUDlti•• 1D4 local aut.horities
conc.rning, for ••amp1., the •••cution of public work.. Moreov.r, administrative
d.cision. had be.n tak.n to provide municipaliti•• with the r.sources they needed
for g.nuine .e1f-manag.ment, which th.y had been unab1. to do before.

By launching that .zperiment, Colombia had committed itself to a movement that
aimed at the full realization of all human rights, particularly, the right to elect
and control and, th.r.by, tn participate in ~ country's development.
10.

11. Speaking on ag.nda item 93, Mi •• MORTERS!K (Denmark) .ald she was pleased to
speak in the Third Committ•• a. a YOUD; member of the Danish d.1egation to present
the view. of h.r young compatriot. on i •• ue. of particular intere.t to them. One
of the chief obj.ctiv•• of the Oani.h Youtl' Council wa. to I" that the idea of
d.mocracy wa. pasl.d from ODe g.n.ration to the n••t. Accordingly, .ince its
inception in 1940, it had b••n in.i.tiDg that young people be giv.n the possibility
of inf1u.ncing d.cision, aff.ctlDg them. Politir-ian. r••pon,ibl. for r.solving the
mu1titud. of probl.ms bel.tting the world ahould list.n to the yo~ng people because
they wer. the on•• who would have to suffer the consequenc'l of d.cisions taken
today.

12. Th. issue of probably the gr£atest concern to youth all over the world was
that of the protection of the environm.nt. Sci.ntists had clearly demonstrated the
threats to the environment pos.d by the d.pl.tion of th. olon. lay.r, the
gr.enhouse effect and other forms of en~lronmental degradation, such as
deforestation and desertification. Everybody must be aware that it was a
c~llective problem and not try to push it onto his neighbour.
Those coupt~ies
which tried to solve their own problems by exporting them should be cundemned. The
whole world was faced with the common responsibility of mankind. It was absolutely
crucial, for deve10pm.nt and for the survival of mankind, to counter the threats
that weighed on the environment. Danish youth was looking forward to a big
international youth gathering to b. held at Bergen, Norway, in 1990, within the
framework of the Brundtland report.
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Th. industrializ.d countri.s should follow the Unit.d Nations obj.ctiv. of
contributinq 1 p.r c.nt of their gross national product in development aid to the
third world. At the sam3 tim., it was important to have a d.finition of the t.rm
"d.ve10pment aid". In the view of Danish youth, dev.lopment aid should not include
w.apon deliveries or compensation purchase agre.ments for the benefit of the
donor's industri.s. Th. d.bt crisis was one of the most s.rious prob1.ms facinq
d.v.loping countries today. Th, .stablishm.nt of a more .quitabl. world order
should .nsur. a future stable deve10pmont within the fram.work of aqre.m.nts based
on mutual r.sp.ct and cultural understending.
13.

14. The North-South relation should be a true dialogue. Th. co-op.ration
establish.d in 1986 betw••n th, Nordic Governments and the Gov.rnm.nts of the
front-line Stat.s of the Southern African D.v.lopm.nt Co-ordination Conference was
an .xampl' of such a dialoque. That ~overnm.nta1 co-oper~tion had b••n fo1low.d by
a youth declaration on cultural co-operation, which had .nabl.d those younq p.op1.
to proc.ed to cultural exchanges within the framework of visits, seminars and
conf.r.nces. The co-op.ration with the Stat.s memb.rs o( tJie Conf.rence also
consist.d in support for activities aqainst aparthr~ in Snuth Africa. For Danish
youth, it was incomprehensible that the South African re~ime IhouJ~ continue
flagrantly to violate fundam.ntal huma~ rights. Aparth.id must b. abolish.d. Th.
int.rnational community should continue to put pressure - by economic sanctions
int.r alia - on the South African Gov.rnment for the attainm.nt of that obj.ctive.
Th. Danish Youth Council, which maintained close r.lations with tb. South African
Youth Conqr.ss, was ~.riously conc.rn.d by the fact that the young l.ad.rs of that
organization w.r. always p.rsecuted. On. of them, Patrick Flusk, bad just be.n
condemn.d for bis activities and for expressing his opinions.
15. Danish youth welcomed the progress made towards the granting of independence
to Namibia and intended to co-operate with Namibian youth organiaations. It
launc~ed an appeal to all countries and organizations to assist Namibia.
Thousands
of young people, who formed the basis for a free, democratic Namibia, ne.ded an
education. The Nordic Namibia Action organization provided assist&nc~ in that
fi.ld. Young Danes w.re pl.ased to note the important roll that the United Nations
played in the proc.ss towards an independent Namibia and saw in it th, proof that
the Organization was capable of fulfilling one of its principal functions.
16. All Member States should promote human rights. Unfortunately, human rlqhts
were every day being grossly violated in many countries of the wpl-ld. OaAish youth
vigorously condemned those violations. It believed that freedom ~f wxpression and
association was particularly important because it meant the right to exert an
influence on society. In that regard and on behalf of Danish youth, sh.
unreservedly condemned the massacre of young Chin.se students p.rp.trated by the
Chin,se authorities while the stud.nts were peacefully exercisinq tb.ir right to
fr••dom of expression. The vigorous reactions of the internati~nal community to
those .vents sh~uld b. a lesson to all those wbo resorted to armed force against
citizens .xpr.ssing their opinions.
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11. Danish youth w.lcomed the fact that the General Assembly would adopt in 1989 a
convention on the rights of the child. On. of the fundamental objectives of the
draft convention should be to .nsur. that children and young people could not be
involved in armed conflicts and thereby run the risk of being maimed or killed. It
qav. rls. to concern in that r.gard that the pres.nt wording of article 33,
~aragraph 2, guaranteed childr.n l.ss prot5ction in armed conflicts than the
exi.ting provisions of int.rnational humanitarian law. She hoped that the General
As••mbly would r.ach a cons.nsus on the ne.d to raise the age limit provided for in
articl' 38, paragraph 2, from 15 y.ars to 18. For Danish youth, that convention
was a v.ry important st.p towards the prot.ction of all children against injustice
and .xp10itation. They hop.d that all Member Stat.s would soon become parties to
it.
10. Danish youth hc~ed that you~g people throughout the world would be able to
meet for a fr.e ~xcha~g. of id.as on questions of conC._.1 to them. It was only
through understan~ing that the risk of wnr could be eliminated, together with the
ne.d to amass w.apons. In that regard, the United Nations cO\.lld be a platform for
the youth of the world, where it could me.t and consider co~on problems. That
might have a positive influence on int.rnationa~ debate, for young people were
oft.n open-minded, unbiased and not affected by diplomatic considerations.
19. She hoped t!lat more Member States would include representatives of their youth
organizations in their delegations to the sessions of the General Assembly. The
1990s should be a decade of action characterized by the participation of yo~th in
decision-making and in the implementation of the decisions.
20. Mr. ZAWAtKl (Poland) said that, without extensive international co-opb4ation,
it was impossible to resolve most of the social problems of the contemporary
world. While the United Nation~ was not the only forum for the discussion of
social issues, it was undoubtedly one of the most important and most diversified
politically. In that context, the 1989 Report on the World Social SituatiQn
(ST/ESA/2l3) was a true mine of information that showed that many social problems
were of international significance and lay at the centre of Governments' concerns.
Those problems could not be resolved by States acting in isolation but by common
efforts of the international community.
21. The report indicated that, in spite of the norms set by the various
international instruments adopted under U~lted Nations auspices, the social
situation ~urrently prevailing in the world was u~acceptable. That was
particularly true in areas such as health, employment, social security, housing,
ed' :ation and many other aspects of daily life.
22. In his delegation'S view, the international development strategy for the
fourth United Nations development decade should be more concerned with social
objectives. Social questions had an inappropriately weak position in the United
Nations system. In recent years, many social questions - employment, youth, the
elderly and the disabled, drug abuse and crime - had become universal problems
transcending national frontiers. As the United Nations WIS having greater impact
on international political affairs, people understandably expected it to play a
I ••.
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role in social develQpment. His delegation supported the decision to make
the United Na~ions Office at Vienna the nucleus of all United Nations work in
social policy.
23. The 1989 Regort was more comprehensive and more useful than provious reports.
The lssues were 2resented in a mote detailed way, and that made the publication as
a whole more interesting. Some critical remarks 6xpressed during the 1982 and 1985
debfttes had been taken into account by the authors. In the opiniQn of his
delegation, lt was a good idea to base the report on an analysis of changes in
society's structures, instead of focusing on economic or technological trends, as
in the 1965 RegQrt. His delegation also appreciated the inclusion of certain
prQblems connected with living conditions within societies, as well as the fact
that great sQcial ills such as poverty. homelessness and hunger had been well
defined. For the first time, the report dealt with the situation Qf migrants and
refugees.
24. All the same, some importbnt problems had been disregarded. For example,
chapter X did not i~clude sufficient information abQut the.important trends in the
social and economic situation and structures of the socialist countries.

At a time when the United Nations was celebrating the twentieth anniversary Qf
the adoption of the Declaration on Social Progress and Development, one could not
escape the impression that the objectives of the Declaration were far from being
achieved. Furthermore, in some areas there nod been considerable regression. More
had to be done to implement the Declaration at the international and national
levels. The best way to celebrate the twentieth anniversary would be to take it
into account in the formulation of the international development strategy for the
fourth United Nations development decade. International and non-governmental
organizations concerned with development should continue their efforts to utilize
the provisions of the Declaration in the formulation Qf strategies ~nd programmes
aimed at social progress.
25.

(Cuba), referring to the world social situation, sa~d it was
regrettable that social achievements were being seriously jeopardized by the
current aconomic crisis. The 1989 Report on the Worlg Social Situation concluded
that although food production had been raised to a level sufficient to feed all
people on earth, 10 to 15 per cent of the world's population still suffered from
undernourishment. The report highlighted the contradictions between incentives to
produce and capacity to acquire food, and concluded that food production and
distribution policies needed a thorough re-examination.
26.

M~~MENATE

27. Her delegetion endorsed the statement by the Director-General for Development
and International Economic Co-operation regarding the need for greater interaction
between social and economic policies, and for closer co-operation between the Third
Committee and the Second Committee on such questions.
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28. As the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the
D.claration on Social Progress ~nd Development (A/44/116) pointed out, the
obj.ctiv.s set forth in the Declaration - elimination of unemployment, hunger,
malnutrition, poverty and illiteracYI guaranteed access to culture, health care,
and free education at the elementary leve1, promotion of human rights and social
justice - were far from being realized for a large proportIon of the world's
popUlation.
29. Cuba had adopted measures which, despite the ~urrent economic crisis, gave the
Cuban population all the benefits referred to in the Declaration. The nation's
budget for housing, pUblic services, education and health had increased. Cuba
currently had one doctor for every 366 inhabitants (as against 441 previously). In
1988 the birth rate had been 18.1 per 1,000, and the infant mortality
rate 11.9 per 1,000 live births. Life expectancy in Cuba was 74.6 years.
30. The co-operative movement had grown, particularly in the agricultural sector.
That had permitted the introduction of sophisticated methods in tl.d agricultural
and livestock sector, together with improved organization of production
activities. It had also resulted in better living conditions for the inhabitants
of rural and remote a~eas. She stressed, in that regard, the nctive participation
of Cuban women in agricultural co-operatives.
31. Various governmental and non-governmental organizations co-operated in
implementing youth programmes. Priority was given to general education on the same
basis as technical and vocational training. The latter was tailored to the
country's needs so as to ensure that every Cuban youth was in a position to choose
a job that matched his or her vocational skills or technical training.
32. With respect to health, she said that the Ministry of Health and the Ministry
of Education were conducting joint projects and using extension and guidance
programmes in an effort to prevent such problems as teen-age pregnancy and the
spread of communicable diseases. Young people were encouraged to take part in
sp~rts and cultural activities from a very early age.
33. Several public agencies were dealing with the question of aging. In Cuba, all
elderly persons were covered by the social security system, and their health was
systematically monitored by family doctors. There were clubs where senior citizens
met for physical exercise and recreational activities.
34. Turning to agenda item 101, she stressed the importance which Cuba accorded to
the World Programme of Action concerning Disab~ed Persons and the United Nations
Decade of Disabled Persons. As a result of collaboration between various
governmental and non-governmental organizations, the disabled had been integrated
into society. The establishment of craft workshops for the disabled had met with a
favourable reception. Schools had been opened and classes organized for persons
with visual or hearing impairments, as well as for the mentally retarded. The
disabled were encouraged to take part in sports and cultural activities. There
were special schools for children with certain impairments, the aim being to ease
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their inteqration into society ~t a later stage. Cuba attached great importance to
preventive proqrammes, both for children and for adults. The competent government
aqencies, such as the Ministry of Health and the Labour and Social Security
Committee, played a key role in that area.
35, Turning to agenda item 102, relating to crime preven~ion and crlmi~aJ ju~tice.
she noted that her Government would be no~ting the E~~~~h U~!t&d N~~lons C0~9ress
on the PnvcfDtion of Crime and the 'j;r\:il\tr.:snt_ of Ot;fenl~~rs. ':::hat reflected the
importance which Cuba accorded to that topic. It was inviting all States Members
of the United Nations, as well as intergovernmental and non-governmental
orqanizations, to participate in the Congress, which would be held at Havana from
27 Auqust to 7 September 1990. All the necessary arranqements were being made to
ensure that the event went smoothly, Her delegation was grateful to the United
Nations Office at Vienna for its assistance to the Government in that matter.
36. Mrs. NIKOLIC (Yugoslavia) said that, at the Ninth Summit Conference in
Belgrade, the non-aligned countries had expressed grave concern over the dramatic
deterioration in the economic and social situation in most developing countries and
had stressed the need to accelerate development both in the interests of those
countries and in that of the world. In her view, the _~~~on the Worl~
Social Situation was more inclusive than that for 1985. It was important to
present the p~oblems of individ~al regions separately as had been done in the case
of Africa. It was also indispensable to include the major problems which had
dominated the period covered by the Report. Her delegation also attached great
importance to popular participation as an important factor in development and in
the full realization of all human rights. Such participation should be integral,
in other words it should be realized in all fields of life, whether economic,
political, social or cultural.
37. Concerning agenda item 92, her delegation wished to point out that the
long-term programme of economic stabilization adopted by her country at the
beginning of the 1980s in order to deal with a protracted economic crisis had
included social protection measures designed to help those population strata that
were unnble to ensure basic family needs. The new economic policy measures adopted
recentl~ were aimed at solving the social problems of society as a whole.
38. Her delegation drew attention to document A/44/448 which contained data on the
general census of the population of Albania. According to those data, 4,797
members of Yugoslav national minorities lived in that country, including 4,697
Macedonians and 100 Montanegrins, Serbs and Croats. On the basis of reliable
historical, statistical and demographic data, her delegation estimated that between
60,000 and 80,000 Macedonians, 17,000 to 20,000 Montenegrins, 20,000 Serbs and
2,000 to 3,000 Muslim settlers from Bosnia lived in Albania, so that the cverall
number of members of Yugoslav national minorities living in Albania woul~ be well
over 100,000. Her delegation considered that the inaccuracy of the data provided
by Albania represented an attempt by that count:y to distort the facts and to deny
the rights, and even the very existence, of those minorities; that was a matter for
serious concern.
'.

I • ••
Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library

A/C.3/44/SR.19
English
Page 10
(Mrs. Nikolic, Yugoslavia)
39. With regard to agenda item 93, her delegation noted with interest the report
of the Secretary-General on pOlicies and programmes involving young people
(A/44/387) which identified emerging youth issues and highlighted the problems of
drug abuse, the environment and AIDS, which had se~iously affected youth in recent
times. Her delegation fully supported the recommendations in paragraph 16 of the
report which were aimed at encouraging youth programmes and activities at all
levels. Yugoslavia was in favour of the expansion of existing channels of
communication between the United Nations and youth. The United Nations could
certainly do more to bring young people together from all over the world. In that
connection, the informal meetings at Geneva should be more open and more
representative. The United Nations could also play a role in reducing unemployment
among youth, particularly by improving the circulation of labour between regions.
The Organization should also promote youth exchange programmes between Member
States as they would be of value in terms of education and promoting greater
tolerance.
Concerning agenda item 100, she emphasized the comprehensive nature of the
report of the Secretary-General on the question of aging (A/44/420). She fully
supported the very pragmatic recommendations regarding the participation of the
elderly. She also suppor~ed the process started during the meeting of the group of
eminent persons, held in New York in September 1989, to explore international
fund-raising strategies for aging. She stressed the importance of the
establishment of training institutes and centres as advocated in the
Secretary-General's report.
40.

41. In connection with the report of the Secretary-General concerning disabled
persons (A/44/406), her delegation fully supported the convening of an
international meeting on national disability machinery in developing countries in
1990. The Yugoslav Board for the Decade of Disabled Persons promoted a number of
activities for the disabled, including improved access to buildings, the reform of
legal provisions regarding retirement and social security and of regulations
related to public transportation, the provision of appliances and the protection of
the living standards of disabled persons and their dependants.
42. Her delegation welcomed the report of the Secretary-General on crime
prevention and criminal justice (A/~4/400). It stressed the paramount role of the
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control which, at its eleventh session, would
consider important draft instruments and recommendations to be submitted to the
Eighth Congress.
43. Yugoslavia accorded primary attention to the problem of crime, in particular
the relationship between various forms of crime and development. In that
connection, her Government and the Unitea Nations Social Defence Research Institute
had co-financed a project on the issue which could be applied in other developing
countries. In addition, a workshop on human rights in the light of crime
prevention and criminal justice would be organized by the Institute for Crime
Research and Social Studies.
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44. Yugoslavia was making systematic efforts aimed at strengthening international
co-operation in the field of criminal justice. It had concluded agreements with
Austria and Denmark on the transfer of sentenced persons. Similar agre0ments with
Czechoslovakia, Turkey and other countries were in the process of preparation or
negotiation. Yugoslavia was also developing appropriate forms of co-operation
within the framework of international legal assistance in criminal matters, in
accordance with the United Nations draft model on the transfer procedure.
45. Miss SAELZLER (German Democratic Reptwlic), specking on agenda item 91,
welcomed the fact that the twentieth anniversary of the proclamation of the
Declaration on Social Progress and Development offered the opportunity for an
exchange of views on the impact of science and technology on social development.
The progress accomplished in those fields had created new social and humanitarian
problems of dimensions that went beyond the national level and which called for
regional and international co-operation if they were to be solved. While the
development of science and technology was a driving force for social progress and,
properly controlled, should make it possible to solve problems such as those
relating to the environment, it was also fraught with danger, partiCUlarly in the
fields of genetic engineering and biotechnology. It was essential not only to
identify the social consequences of the development of science and technology but
also to evaluate them so as to take into account the needs of the people without
having to restrict the scope of scientific knowledge. Currently there was a
growing awareness of the interdependence of scientific and social progress and the
safeguarding of international peace. That awareness was increasingly reflected in
international relations. Multilateral co-operation within the framework of the
United Nations should seek to ensure a balanced relationship between technological
progress and social development.
46. While the twelfth Report on the World Social Situation gave a clear picture of
the current situation, it was regrettable that it did not focus greater attention
on the relationship between the development of the world economy and the emergence
of social problems, all the more so since the report furnished proof of the close
interrelationship between economic stagnation and the deepening of the social
crisis in many countries in Africa and Latin America.
47. Her delegation welcomed the fact that a separate chapter had been devoted to
the relationship between social development, security and disarmament. It was
convinced that the diversion of resources away from military activities would
facilitate the promotion of social progress. It was for that reason that her
delegation considered it was necessary to intensify disarrnwuent and to promote and
stabilize social development.
48. Welcoming the place accorded in the 1989 Report on the World Social Situation
to international trends in issues relating to women and families, her Government
supported the proclamation of an international year of the family and wa~ ready to
contribute
preparations for such an event.
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Her dele9ation proposed that future reports on the world sQcial situation
.hould provide a concrete definition Qf the term "sQcial poverty" encompllainq
locial and reqion3l differences, so that fundi could be allocated on the basis Qf
need.
49.

50. rurthermore, future reports would profit by relying not only on scientific
publicationl but allo on reports and information communicated by cQuntries to th~
United Nation. Secretariat. LHStly, she hoped that the activities already under
way would continue on the basis of her delegation's draft resolution concerning
social welfare, development, science and technology.
51. Mr •• WARZAZI (Morocco) said that 20 years aftar the adoptiQn of the
Declaration on Social Progress and Development, economic and social prublems were
still inextricably linked, with the former impeding effQrts to resolve the latter.
The 1989 RepQrt Qn the World SQcial SituatiQn was cause more fQr concern than fQr
Qptimilm, above all ~ith respect to Africa and Latin America. rar from decr~asing,
certain problems - environmental degradation, drug abuse, crime, international
terrQrism, AIDS, migrants, refugees - were on the rise. In spite of the ~etermined
efforts of international organizations such a. the General Agreement. on Tariffs
and Trade (GATT) and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD), multilateral econQmic co-operatiQn had not reached the desired level.
Far from being able to meet their financial needs, certain countries were in doubt
aM to their own survival and needed some relief from or even cancelling of their
debt burden. The improvement of social conditiQns had fallen off in m~ny countries
and, given the decrease in revenues, the number Qf individuals living in extreme
poverty CQuld only increase. The Commission on Human Rightl and the Sub-Commission
had decided to devote particular attention to thQse underprivileged populations,
and the General Assembly should follow suit.
52. The relationship between peace, disarmament and development nQ longer needed
tQ be demonstrated. The United Nations was finally taking on its proper role in
the lettlement of conflicts and the restoration of peace. Nevertheless, the
improved relations between the tWQ super-Powers did not appear to be having any
effect on their arms sale policies. The third world countries, which were the
principal buyers, had not significantly reduced their expenditures in that areA in
spite of their debt burden. That debt not only held back their economic
development, but also entailed increased militarizatio~ and political unrest, added
to poverty and hunger.
53. Against that complex background, the solution to socio-economic problems
called for a marked improvement in international relations, disarmament which would
benefit all countries, unrestricted international co-operation ~nd the polill~Dl
will to put an end to non-military threats such as the flagrant violation of human
rights, disease, mass poverty, environmental degradation, unemployment, dru~s and
crime. The entire national and international community, including women, youth,
the elderly and the disabled, should be able to participate in such long-term
efforts. Morocco supported all the activities undertaken by the United Nations
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Office at Vienna in lupport of thos. groups an~ regr.tted that the financial
resourc.s allocated to social d.v.lopment were not commensurate with the needs.
54. Under the guidance of King Hal,an 11, her country was endeavouring to .m.rge
from und.rdevelt/~m~nt through lubltantial reforms and restructuring e•• rcisel
accompanied ~i nJ~terity and budg.tary Itabilisation mealur.l. After a critical
eoonomic sit~~~~i~r. \n lQ83, rel~lting principally from prolonq.d drought and the
oap on oil ~li~~~J the Government had considerably reduc.d the amount of it.
out.tanding d~b~ ow.~ to public and private .nt.rpri.... The budq.t d.ficit had
been partly reduu~d, inflation wal between 2 and 3 per cent and the national
economy had experienced ~ growth .~t. as high as 10 p.r cent. The austerity
measures had not prev.nt.d the country from making progress in other domainl'
inauguration of a syltem of hillside reservoirs within the fram.work of the
national wat.r r.source d.v.lopm.nt plan, decr.ase in the number of Ihanty-townl
~nd unhealthy living quarters, vocational training and campaigns to eradicate
illiteracy. Construction was expanding rapidly. Schools and universities were
opening in every region under the decentralization policy. The educational Iystem
had been reformed to raise the educational level and to produce better-qualified
teaohers. The rura", exodul had occa~toned a strengthening of the co-operative
movement, whioh was a fundamental factor in improving socio-economic conditions in
rural areas. The Office of Co-operative Development and the National Institute for
Agronomic Research were playing an important role in that effort. Local
communities wer~ benefiting from quantitative and qualitative changel introduced by
the lQ76 community Charter, and a d.velopment bank for local communitiel had been
established in order to provide them with direot support.
55. In lQ87, through a collective effort, 3 million children under the age of
five years had been vacoinated against the most life-threatening diseases, and
3 million women of child-bearing age had been vaccinated against neo-natal
tetanus. During a new campaign launched in lQ8Q, 1 million children and hundreds
of thousands of women had been vaccinated. In those efforts, her country had
received valuable assistance from UNICEF, Rotary International and the Agency for
International Development.
56. The attention paid to children must not overshadow the place occupied by the
elderly in society. Morocco was attempting to ensure that elderly persons occupied
the place habitually accorded to them by its social and family traditions.
57. The Moroccan authorities were also concerned with the needs of disabled
persons. That was why, over the past six years, more than 2,000 educators had
pArticipated in training or advftnced training activities. For the first time in
Africa an~ in the Arab world, training workshops for educators of the physically
disabled and mentally impaired had been organized at Tangiers by an American
foundation, liVery Special Arts".
58. The enormous obstacles posed by the debt burden, the unjust and discriminatory
character of the current international economic system, climatological hazards and
scourges such as locust and grasshopper infestations could not shake the will and
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d.t.rmination of h.r Gov.rnm.nt to l.ad the country along the road to .conomic and
.ocial progr.... Nor did thol. factors pr.v.nt Morocco from taking its prop.r role
in •• ~r •• sing .olidarity and providing assistanc., in the .pirit of broth.rhood, to
tho•• countri.s of Africa which call.d on it for support. International solidarity
wa. in fact ••••ntial in order to real i •• the obj.ctiv•••et forth 20 years ago in
the D.claration on Social Progress and Developm.nt. Third world countries were not
only aff.ct.d by natural di.a~ters, th.y w.re allo victims of the nefarious designl
of transnational corporations which, by dumping toxic productl in them, compromised
the h.alth and survival of their populations. If the dev.loping countries received
a'listanc. in relolving their problems, they could in return contribut. to
pr.s.rvation of the world environm.nt, which had become on. of the major concerns
of the d.v.loped countri.l.
59. Abov. all, developing countriel needed lecurity and peace, that peace which
wa. the v.ry Iymbol of Islam.
60. Mx~ALQTAIBI (Kuwait) said that hil country had incorporated the objectivel of
the D.claration on Social Progrels and Developm.nt in itl economic and social
developm.nt programmes, taking into account its resourcel and traditions. It had
mad. available to its population all the basic services in the fields of education,
h.alth and housing. At the same time, in ord.r to .n.ure that the curr.nt
generation was not the only one to enjoy the b.nefit. of prosperity, his country
had promulgat.d, in 1977, a law e.tablilhing a re.erv. fund for future generations,
to which the State annually contribut.d 10 per cent of it. revenue.
61. Progress and development were the pre-eminent concern of the international
community, and especially of the dev.loping countriel. The dev.loped countrJ',
mUlt Itep up and rationalize their sci.ntific and technical assistanc., with
proper regard for the importence of the human factor in the development process.
The International Monetary Fund and the World Bank should realsess the unduly harsh
conditions they werQ imposing on the developing countriel, and the creditor
countries should take into account the lituation of the debtor countries,
particularly the poorest of them, and the fact that t,hey were unable t~ pay their
debts.
62. Material support for the efforts of the developing countries to improve their
economic and social circumstances was of particular importance as one of the ways
in which the social progress and development proposed in the Declaration could be
fostered. In that regard, attention should be drawn to the work of the Kuwait Fund
for Arab Economic Development. That institution, which initially had been intended
for the benefit solely of the Arab countries and whose capital haD been no more
than 50 million Kuwaiti dinars in the 1960s, was currently providing assistance to
a large number of deveJ,oping ~ountriel. That trend had been paralleled by a
forty-fold increase in the fund's capital. The purpole of the fund was to finance
the planning, im~lementation and monitoring of health, industrial and trade
Infrastructure projects.
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63. In that connection, tribute should be paid to the younq Kuwaiti volunte.rs for
their increasinqly activ. role in the voluntary orqanizationa which w.r2 providinq
health services and aasiatinq the victims of natural disast.ra and war. and
impov.riahed people in many countri.s of Africa and Asia.
64. It wal ••••ntial to create at the int.rnational level con~itionl favourable to
social progr.as and dev.lopm.nt. In particular, p.ace and security must be
established throughout the world in order to end the arms race, since the lack of
reaourc.s available for social development was due to instability and t.nsions in
international relations.
65. MI. AL-ALANl (Bahrain) said that, since independence, hlr country had
implemented .conomic and social plans which focus.d on the individual citiz.n, and
.mphasiz.d the interdep.ndenc. and complementarity of the various s.ctors of
.oeiety. In Bahrain social ••curity wa. based on anci.nt traditions, and the
family, which was reqarded a. the basis of soci.ty, was protected. Priority was
giv.n to young p.ople, whoae mental and physical capabilities enabled th.m to play
an essential role. It was for that rea.on that her cou~try attached qreat
importanc. to all i ••u•• relating to young peopJe, and end.avour.d to promote th.ir
well-beinq and to provide th.m with the opportunity to participat~ in the life of
.ociety, with a view to pr.paring them for their r ••ponsibilities. Th. National
Committee e.tablilhed for the International \outh Year continued to .ndeavour to
.nsure implementation of the rel.vant United Nations recommendations. Th. tenth
anniv.rsary of Int.rnational Youth Year, in 1995, would provide an opportunity to
ensure that world-wide activities on behalf of young people w.re accorded great.r
prominence in development programmes and activities. In that conn.ction, her
dllegation .upported the Secretary-General's recommendation in his r.port
(A/44/387), which called for the planning and imp~ementation of youth-related
policies for the year 2000 and beyond.
66. Her country was giving high pr~ority to the question of aging, and was
establishing institutions for th~ elderly and endeavouring, through the National
Committee for As~istance to the Elderly, established in 1985, to provide the
elderly with the s.rvices they needed. In addition, as a follow-up to United
Nations decisions, her count[·y had drawn up programmes aimed at integrating the
question of aging in the country's major programme.. Bahrain supported the
Secretary-General's recommendations, which were aimed at giving elderly people the
opportunity to contribute to development by participating in the life of society,
and it considered that the best way to achieve that end was to rais. the general
standard of living of the population, particularly in rural areas.
67. The att~ntion her country paid to the disabl.d deriv.d from the fundamental
values of Muslim society. The country had prepared long-t.rm plans on behalf of
the disabled in accordance with the World Programme of Action concerning Di.abl.d
PersonSI those plans were intended to provide disabled people with a comprehen,ive
range of services to meet their Ipecific needs. In addition, studies had been
carried out with 8 view to meeting futuro reguirements in that field. Finally, the
National Committee tor the Disabled, established on 19 May 1984, was participating
in activities at national, regional and international levels within the framework
of the United Nations Decade of Disabled Perlons.
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68. M•• COOMlS (New Zealand), .peaking on agenda item 100, laid that her country
attached particular importance to the queltion of crime prevention and control. A
New Zealander, Mr. Roger Clark, wa. currently a member of the Committee on Crime
Prevention and Control, and her country welcomed th, opportunity to uphold through
him a principle to which it wa. deeply attach.d. nAm_ly the principle of a fair and
ju.t .oaiety. Such a .oaiety preluppo.ed a credible .y.tem of ju.tice, accellible
to all it. member. of the lociety, which protected the rights of diladvantaged and
minority groupl, which pun11hed humanelr and which wal politically ihdependent and
free from corruption.
69. The United Nation. had greatly contributed to the introduction of luch Iylteml
by eltab1i.hing .tandardl againlt which the conduct of Statel could be ~ealured.
ThOle Itandardl related on the one hand to crime prevention and control, in
par.ticular through international co-operation and the enforcement of lentence., and
on the other hand to the protection of human rightl. Guided by the concern to
protect the economic, locial and cultur.l right. which con.tituted the ba.i. of a
decent .ociety, the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control had drawn up draft
guidelinel for the prevention of juvenile delinquency (the Riyadh Guidelinel).
With the .ame objent in view, the Committee wal currently preparing, in
anticipation of the Eighth Congrell, Itandard minimum rulel for nQn-cu.todial
mea.ure., a model bilateral treaty on mutual alliltance on criminal matterl, draft
ba.ic principle. on the u.e of firearm. by law enforcement officerl and dr.aft balic
principle. on the role of lawyer.. ThOle textl would provide a u.eful bali. for
the deliberation. of the Eighth Congre •• , which wal to be held in Havana. However,
there wa. no point in adopting new inltrumentl unlell effort. were made to
implement them. Her delegation .aw it al an encouraging lign t~at particular
attention wa. being plld by the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control to the
follow-up of the Organization's Itandardl.
70. Her country welcomed the fact that the Economic and Social Council had
reque.ted the Secretary-General to prepare, for the Eighth Congrell, a report on
violence in the family, and in particular on the role of crilia intervention and
protection, and the deli"~·'.try of locial and other Ilervicel. Violence within the
family was a phenomenon which showed the extent to which economic and social
policie. were linked. It also illustrated the tragic effect. of drug and alcohol
abuse, and the degree to which the victims of that type of violence - almost always
women, children, elderly or disabled people - were deprived.
71. Her Government had established a central agency, the Family Violence
Prevention Co-ordinating Committee, which wao re.ponsible for co-ordinating the
activities of the various ministries involved. A campaign had been launched to
make the public aware of the problem of domestic violeL~e, and to encourage the
families concerned to seek help.
72. In addition, taking as its b,~sis the Declaration of Balic Principle. of
Ju.tice for Victiml of Crime and Abuse of Power, her Government had enacted
legillation in 1987 with the aim of ensurik4g that luch victims were properly
treated, that they had access to services and information, and that their property
we. returned to them.
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73. In that cQnnectiQn, mention should be made of the victims of torture, for whom
a voluntary fund had be~n established. Her country was contributing to the lund.
In the longer term, New Zealand took the view that the effort, of the United
Nations in the field of crime prevention and control were of concern not merely to
,pecialistl in criminQlogy. what wal at stake were the human right. and the
welfare of society that were the indi.pensable cQnditiQnl for a feir and jUlt wurld.
74. Mr. IORG OLIyIBR (Malt~) laid that in hi. cQuntry great effQrt. were being
made to imprQve the legal and social situation of. lell privileged groupl. The
Buropean Conference which would take place in Malta frQm 1 to ! November 1989 to
commemorate the fortieth anniversary of the Council of Europe and the twentieth
anniversary of the DeclaratiQn Qn Social PrQgresl and Development reflected that
concern. Th~ Conference, which would fOCUI on integrated 'QCi&1 and family pQlicy
for the 19901, had been organi.ed by the Maltese Miniltry for locial pQlicy and the
Council of Zurope, in co-operation with the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affaira in Vienna. Its main aim would b. to encourage an exchange of
ideal and experience, and collabQration betwe~n EurQpean Governmentl and
non-gQvernmental organisationl in re.pect of integrated IQcial and family pQl.icy.
75. On the questiQn Qf aging, he .aid that hil cQuntry, ., a new member of the
CQmmislion for Social Development, had actively rarticipated in formulating the
United Nation~ programme Qf activitie. in the field Qf aging tor the year 1992 and
beyond.
76. In Malta, where the elderly cQnstituted an increa.ing propQrtion of the
popalation, as they did in other European cQuntries, the Government had e.tablished
a Miniltry responlible for providing .ervices tQ the aged. The kiniatry's approach
to the prQblem of aging was that of the elderly themlolves. it tried to keep th6m,
as long al wal humanly pQ.~ible, in familiar surroundings. A h~me-help service had
been established in orde~ to relieve elderly peQple of the burden of dome.tic tasks
they found difficult. Those amenities, for which the elderly made a token
contribution frQm their pensionl, were provide~ by suitably trained eocial-services
etaff.

71. Similarly, the Government was in the process of eltablilhi~9 hQste18 for the
elderly in various places. The aim wa. to provide the elderly, and particularly
thQse who were on their Qwn, with the opportunity to live with Qther .eniQr
citi.eD' in the region in which they had .pent most of their live.. The hostels
were generally located in the middle of the village in order to enlure the
continuing participatiQn of the elderly in the life Qf the community.
78. In additiun to a reeidential cQmplex fully equipped with hOlpital facilitie.,
Malta had many ~ld people's homes run by the Catholic Church. ~he Government wa.
partiCUlarly concerned to enlure that .taff were properly trained to lQok after the
elderly, and it had recently initiated a series of courles Ipecifically intended
for luch Itaff.
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79. The primary purpose of the Internatil'\nal Inst:ltute on Aging, established in
Malta purluaLt to an agr••ment betwe.n the Secretary-General of ~he United Nations
aDd the Governm.nt of Malta, wa. to furth.r the implementation of the International
Plan of Action on Aging, pareicularly wien regard to training, in order to m.et the
urg.nt needl of countriel, and more specifically thOle of the developing
countries. The Institute was designing innovative training programmes and
technique., and providing multidisciplinary instruction in the fields of
gerontology and geriatric. for everyone who waa currently concerned with the
elderly or who intended to work in the field of aqing. The Institute's principal
activities related to training, resea~ch and data-collection, in addition to
publicationl and technical co-operation. Programmes were carried out in close
co-ope~ation with Unit.d Nations bodies, the specializeJ ag.ncie. and the regional
commil.ions, and also with government institutions, non-gov.rnm.ntal organizations
and re ••arch centr... The In.tit~te had a governing body which reported on a
periodic balis to the Secretary-General of the United Nations with r.gard to its
activities. The Institute had also .stablished an interdisciplinary network of
national, regional and int.rnational institutes and organizations from develop~d
and developing countries, with a view to promoting the exchange of information on
aging.
80. Among the Institute's activities in the year 1988-1989, mention should be made
of the global su,vey of social servicer. for the .lderly in developing countries,
the aim of which had been to estimate the needs of those countri.s with regard to
trainin~, a meeting concerning long-term tralning in social gerontology and
geriatrics, h.ld in February 1989, a meeting of specialiats in social gerontology,
held in May 1989, alij the e~pert group meeting on short-term training in
geriatrics, social gerontolo1Y, work, retirement and income security, due to be
held in October 1989.
81. fie appealed to Governments, the specialized agencies of the United Nations,
and nOh·-governmental organizations to provide technical lind fir. .. nelal support to
the Institute, to enable it to strengthen its role and A~pand its activities. As
in the past, his delegation had actively participated, with other delegation.,
including those of Austria and the Dom 1nican RepUblic, in preparing a draft
resolution on the question of ~qinq, and it hoped that the te~t would be adopted
unanimously.

82. ~~~~ (Guinea-Bissau) congratUlated the Secretary-General on his twelfth
report on the world social sltuation, but noted that the report would have been
better if it ha~ dwelt more on the sociological and socio-political aspects. The
requirements were twofold. on the one hand, an effort to deepen the analysis and
knowledge of social realities, particularly in the developinq countries, as a
prerequisite for an objective 9valuation of the problems to be solved or the
challenges to be met, on the other, greater co-operation among Member States in
respect of the information to be provided on tha social situation at the national
level.
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83. Th. r.port d.mnn.trat.d the d.ci.iv. influence of economic factors on the
.volution of locial lif., particularly in the d.v~loping countries, wh.r. obstacles
to the development effort - det.riorating terms of trade, iAdebtedne •• and
declining "inancial flow. from out.ide - were increasingly making theml.lve. felt.
Th. effort was actually blocked by the slowing down of domestic investm.nt, the
rapid d.cline in national incom. and the decrease in funds for the social sector,
the con.equences of which were r.flect.d in the fact that there was a growing
seqm.nt of the population living in poverty in those countries wh.re av.rag.
per capita income was le•• than 3 per c.nt of what it was in the develop.d
countri.s. Buch a situation wa. bound to b. accompani.d by a wid.ning of the gap
betw••n the poor and the rich countri... WhU. half of the world's population
po ••••••d 4.5 p.r c.nt of world GNP, 9 p.r cent po•••ssed 41 per c.nt, or 10 times
more.
64. In addition, p~pulation growth in the underdev.loped regions was an omell of
the difficultie. that would in.vitably face the social and .conomic ~ev.lopm.n~
effort. of the countries of those r.gions, unl.ss vigorous steps were taken in the
near future. Even as n.eds were incr.asing, the resources to meet them were
diminishing.
85. In such. context, the .y.t.matic inclu.ion of social goals and objective. in
adjustm.nt programmes, tog.th.r with m.chani.ms for .valuation and follow-up, was
an indisp.nsabl. condition for th.ir .ucce.s. Where development was concern.d,
economic performance alone was •• ldom a true m.asur. of progress achieved. In
Guinea-Biasau, a sp.cial programme .ntitl.d "Programme of social and
infrastructural action" had be.n instituted to cope with the constraints imposed on
social dev.lopment by the impl.mentation of the structural adjustment progr~~••
86. Concrete and active solidarity was n.cessary, in keeping with the spirit of
the Declaration on Bocial Progr••• and Dev.lopment, the twentieth anniversary of
which was being celebrated in 1989. In that connection, his delegation shared the
concerns expressed in their r.sp.ctiv. reports by Miss Margaret Anstee,
Director-General of the United Nations Offic. at Vienna, and Mr. Henryk Sokellky,
Director of that Office's Bocial Dev.lopm.nt Di~~lion, in the face of the
tendency - unfortunat.ly a wid.spread tendency - to give priority to political and
economic conliderations over and above social and humanitarian concerns.
87. At a time when the question of the human condition was being posed with a new
sense of urgency, it was essential for special attention to be given to the
position of the mOlt vulnerable group. of the population, in particular the
elderly, children, women and young p.opl••
88. In the case ot the lattel', although the results obtained .ncouraged
per.everance in the initiative. tak.n within the framework of International Youth
Y.ar, it would n.verth.l.ss b. n.ce••ary in future to .mphasize the difficulties
that remained in certain ar.as, .uch al the operational definition of the notion of
youth, the compilation of statistic. or the proc.sling of indicator. on the
situation of young people, a. well a. the financial constraint. that exist.d both
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at the national 1.v.1 and among Unit.d Nationa bodies. Those matters would have to
b. giv.n th.ir due importanc., in view of the rapid rate of population growth,
which would brinCJ the number of young people throughout the world to more than
1.2 billion by the year 2000, thus aggravating the already critical situation in
the education and training, employment, health and housing sectors. Young people,
who wer. particularly vulnerable to drug trafficking an~ Ruch diseases as acquired
immunod.ficiency syndrome (AIDS), must receive increasir,g actention.
89. His delegation wished to thank the United Nations Youth Fund for financing the
Guinea-Bhsau project "Support to Youth Association" which was a response to the
country's ••arch for ways of training young people and bringing them into the
dev.10pment process. His delegation wished to congratulate UNESCO on the pertinent
initiatives it had taken during the biennium 1988-1989 as part of its activities on
behalf of ~outh, initiatives which had met Member States' expectations.
90. In conclusion, his delegation expressed the hOP6 that social questions would
be given an appropriate place and treatment in the framework of the international
development strategy for the next decade.
91. Mr. USWAtTE-ARAICHI (Dopartment of International Economic and Social Affairs)
responded to questions asked by the Romanian, Malaysian and Yugoslav delegations in
connection with the 1989 R.port on the World Social Situation. The Romanian
del.gation had express.d surprise at not seeing many questions normally regarded as
matters of social developm.nt d.alt with in the r.port. The Yugoslav delegation
had taken the view that it would be more useful to present the analysis of the
social situation by regions. The Malaysian delegation had asked whether there was
any machinery whereby the Secr.tariat, the Commi~sion for Social Development, the
Economic and Social Council and the Third Committee could decide on the form and
content of the report before it was drawn up.
92. The qu.stion of the content and design of the 1989 Report had been raised for
the first time by the Economic and Social Council in 1985, in its resolution
1985/21. In r.spons. to that r.solution, the Secretariat had submitted the broad
out1in.s of the 1989 Report to the Commission for Social Development at its
February 19S7 session. It was on the basis of the decisions taken at that time by
the Commission for Social Development that the text had been prepared. In view of
the resources avail&b1e, it was not supposed to exceed 100 pages, and the
Secretariat had therefore been obliged to restrict itself to the questions that had
been presented to the Commission for Social Development and approved by it. The
content of the report had thus been the subject of a decision by the Commission,
and SUbsequently by the Economic and Social Cnuncil and the General Assembly, with
which the Department of Inte:national Economic and Social Affairs had simply
complied.
93. In the case of the report for 1993, it would be extremely desirable for the
Commission for Social Development, at its next session, and subsequently the
Economic and Social Council and the Third Committee, to give the Secretariat
instructions on the nature of the report they would like to see in 1993, 50 that
the omissions noted in the 1989 Report would not reoccur in the report for 1993.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library

I • ..

A/C.3/":'4/SR.19
English
Page 21

94. As the members of the Third Co~nittee had already been informed, the
Department was preparing an addendum to the lia~R§P~ which would be submitted to
the Economic and Social Council at its forthcoming spring session. That would make
it possible to make good some of the omissions in the current report. On the other
hand, if agreement could be reached tn time on the nature of the report to be
submitted in 1993, the Secretariat would spa~e no effort to provide delegations
with 8 document that responded to the wi~hes that had been expressed at the cu~rent
session.
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