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Australia, Bangladesh, Belgium, Canada, China, Colombia, Costa
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Mauritania, Morocco, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Romania,
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Zall81 ft resolution

The General Assembly"

Recalling all its pertinent resolutbns, including resolutinn 37/52 of
3 December 1982, by which it adopted the world Programme of Action conc~rninq

Disabled Persons, !/ and resolution 37/53 of 3 December 1982, by which, int@r alia,
it proclaimed the pt!fiod 1983-1992 the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons,

Recalling its resolution 41/106 of 4 Decerr"ler 1986, and reaffirming all of it.~;

relevant provisions,

Taking note of Ecnnomic (lOO Social Council rE'!'lollltion 1987/43 of 28 May 1987,
by which, inter alia, it l"('quested the Secretary-General to make all appropriatE'
ef forts to mob! lize internilt ional support and action for the neCClOP,

Further taking notp. of the Guioinq Principlf'f; for DE'vplopmpntal Sodal Wplf.'\lt'
Polic ies and ProgralTltles in the Near Future, 1/ adopted by th(' 1nter rE'q ion\\ 1
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Consultation on Developmental Social Welfare Policles and Programmes, held at
Vienna from 7 to 15 September 1987,

Bearing in mind that 1987 marks the mid-point of the United Nations Decane of
Disabled Persons and that, in the review t..einq conducted on the implementation of
the World Ptoqramme of Action, the most important criteria for evaluation are
suc;gested by the theme of the International Year ot Disabled Persons, "Full
par tic ipat ion and equ a11 ty" ,

Noting with satisfaction the concrete measures already carried out by the
Governments of Member States, the bOdies and organizations ~f the United Nations
syGtem and non-gover~mental organizations to implement the objectives of the World
Programme of Action within the framework of the United Nations Decade of Dis~hled

Persons,

~oting the important work current~y being undertaken by the Sub-Commission on
the Prev~ntion of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities on human rights and
disability, wnich could serve a8 a useful basis for the continued efforts to enf!L1t'f>
for disabled persons the enjoyment of human rights and fundamenta 1 f reedoms.

Notir.g wi th appreciation the 8t~~s taken by the Uni ted Nat ions syst.em i1nd by
the non-governmental organizations con~erned to rnonitor the implementation of the·
Wor .... d Programe ot Action,

Reiterating the need tl" give greater publicity to revitalize the UnitfHl
Nations Decade of Disabi ... ", P&rsoas,

ReCognizing the pivotal role ot the United Nations in promotinq the exchanq~

of information, experience and expertise and closer regional and interreqional
co-operation towards more effective strategies a''I('I policips to advance th~ statllR
and welfare of persons with disabilities,

Stressi~ that the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs is
the focal point wi thin the United Nation::; for the implementat ion ancl moni tor inq of
Lhe World Programme of Action,

Concerned that, at the mid-point ~f the Decade, the rp-source hane of the
Voluntary Fund for the Unit~d Nations Decade of Disabled PersonA is siqnificantly
reduced from that prevailing during the first half of the Decade, and that unlpss
this trend is reversed, the resources of the Fund will be depleted and operational
actiVities will lapr..e well before the enn of the decilne in 1992,

Mindful that, since developing countries are experiencinq rlifficu1ti~s in
mobilizing resources, international co-operatlon should be encouraqed to ~Asist

national efforts in implementing the World Programme of Action and the oh"jPct.ive:'
~f the United Nations Dp.cade of Disabled Person~,
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Taking note with appreciation of the report of the secretary-General on the
implementatici of the World Programme of Action concerninq Disabled Persons and the
tlni ted Nations DE"cade of Disabled Persons, ]/

Also taking note with appreciation of the report of the s.cretary-General on
the evaluation of the implementation of the World Programme of Action concerninq
l>isabled Persons during the first half of the united Nations Decade of Disabled
Persons, i/

1. Reaffin..3 the validity of the World Programrne of Action concerninq
I Disabled Per~ons and urges Member States to rededicate themselves to the early and
p.ffectiv~ implementation of the ProgrammeJ

2. Invites those Member States that have not done so to eBtablish national
cOllunittees in consultation with disabled persons and their organizations ap focal
p)ints for the United Nations Decade of Disabled PersonsJ

3. Invites once again Member States to reinforce national committees as
focal points for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, to stimulate
activities at the national level, to mobilize public opinion on behalf of the
Decade, to participate in the implementation of disability projects with r89ard to
the International Year of Disable1 Persons and to assist in monitoring and
evaluatinq the implementation of the World Programme of Actlon concerning Disabled
PersonH durinq the second half of the Decade,

4. Requests the Secretary-General to consider convening, within existing
r ...sources, during the second half of the Decade, all interreglonal meeting of
repr~sentatives of national disability committees with a view to enhancing thE>
c03pe1hlitipf> of such committee:; through dn exchange of views and informationJ

~. Invites Member Statps to incoLporate in their national development plans
and !;tratf~(pef; projpcts to assiRt persons with disabilities and to include such
prn-jf>CtH in the count.ry progral1ll1er of the Uni ted Nations Development ProgralTlT\esJ

6. RenpWB its invitatio~ to all States to give high priority to projects
conC'Plninq the prevent ion of disabilities, rehabilitation and the equalization of
nrportun it i P.S for rl isabled pf'rsons within the f ramewor k of bilateral assi stance J

7. Requests the Secretary-General to encourage all organs and bodies of the
tlnitt'C1 Nations, j" -\ueJinq rf'qional commiss~ons, international orqanizations and
';pt>cialized aqenClt;' 10 take into consideration the specific needs of disabled
pe n;()1'" '-. when elaborat lng their proqrammes "'ncl operational activitiesJ

J/ A/42/S'>1.
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8. Invites the Secretary-Genetal and Member States to encourage real
involvement of disabled persons in Uni ted Nations programmes and act ivities,
including the provision of employment opportunities,

9. Reque.ts the Secretary-General to consider, within existing resources,
a lternat ive manaqement structure. to ensure ttlat the issue of cHsabil i ty is
accorded high visibility and to develop th8 Disabled Persons unit in the Centre fer
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs as a specialized facilitatinq agent
engaging the available resources of the United Nations ~ystem and relevant networks
outside the United NationsJ

10. Invites the Centre to expand its close collaboratio~ with
non-governmontal organizations and to consult with them on a regular and systematic
basis on matters relating to the implemontatian of the World Programme of Action;

11. Calls upon Member States, national committees, the United Nations system
and non-governmental organizations to assist in a glOhal information campaiqn to
publicize the Decade through all apropriate meansJ

12. ReCognizes the important role of non-governmental organizations,
especially those representiog persons with disabilities, in the effective
impl ementat ion of the Wor Id Proqramme of Act ion, in ra is inq internat ional awareness
ot the concerns of persons with disabilities and in monitorinq and ev~luatinq

progress achieved during the DecadeJ

13. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to adminiBter donated funns,
using them for projects under the present structure of the Voluntary Fund for the
United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, and, in addition, to C'ontinll~ to make
new provisions in order to offer a selection of projects to donor countries th~t

might be willing to finance a particular programme under thp "Special Purpose
Contributions"J

14. Reaffirms that the resources of the Voluntary Funn should be used to
support catalytic and innovative activities in order to implement furth~r the
obj~tives of the World Proqramme of Action within th~ framework of the Unit~d

Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, with priority giv~n, as appropriate, to
programmes and projects of the least developed countries!

15. Invites Governments and non-govern~ental orqanizations to continue th~ir

contrihutions to the Voluntary Fund, and calls upon Governments and
non-qovernmental organizations that have not yet done RO to con~ider contributinq
to tht· Fund so as to enable it to respond ef feet i ve ly tu the gr' ~i n9 demand for
assistance;

16. Expre~ses its appreciat12~ to the Government of Sw~den (or hontinq thQ
CJlobal Meetinq of Experts to review the implementation of the World Proqramme of
Action concerning Oisabled Pere,ons at t:he mid-point of the Uni ted Nationg l1ecClde of
Disabled Persons, held at Stockholm from 17 to 22 August 1987, and to the expnrtR
who participated,

,/ ...
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17. Requests Member Btatea anrt all relevant bodies and organs of the United
N~tions system to submit ~o the Secretary-General their comments on the
recommendations outlin~d in paragraphs 10 to 39 of the report of the Global Meeting
of Experts, ~/ as well as o~ the report of the Secretary-General on the evaluation
of the implementati(')r. of the War Id Programme of Act ion conC'erning Disabled Persons
during the first halt ef the united Na'~ions Decade of Disabled Persons 4/ and
requests the Secretar/-~eneral to submit a report thereon to the Economic and
Social Council at 1t~ filst reqular R~sRion in 19P.BJ

18. Reguests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its
f~rty-thild seaRion on the implementation of the present reeolutionJ

19. Decides to include in the prOVisional agenda of its forty-third session
the item ent Hled "Implementation of the World Programme of Action l"onc"rnin9
Disabled Persons and the UlIl ted Nat ions Decade of Disabled PersonB".


