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The meeting was called to order at 6.05 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 89: INTERNATIONAL YOUTH YEAR: PARTICIPATION, DEVELOPMENT, PEACE:
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/40/64, A/40/256, A/40/298, A/40/336,
A/40/35%9, A/40/390, A/40/546, A/40/570, A/40/626, A/40/701, A/40/706 and A/40/768;
A/C.3/40/4, A/C.3/40/L.3)

AGENDA ITEM 90: WORLD SOCIAL SITUATION (continued) (A/40/3, A/40/342, A/40/458,
A/40/489, A/40/513 and Corr.l, A/40/544 and A/40/643; E/CN.4/1985/1C and Add.1-2;
E/CHN.5/1985/2/Rev. 1)

{a) WORLD SOCIAL SITUATION: REPORTS OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued)

(b) POPULAR PARTICIPATION IN ITS VARIOUS FORMS AS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN
DEVELOPMENT AND IN THE FULL REALIZATION OF ALL HUMAN RIGHTS: REPORT OF THE
SECRETARY-GENERAT, (continued)

AGENDA ITEM 91: NATIONAL EXPERIENCE IN ACHIEVING FAR-REACHING SOCIAL AND ECONCMIC
CHANGES FOR THE PURPOSE OF SOCIAL PROGRESS: REPORTS OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
{continued) (A/40/3, A/40/65 and Add.l, A/40/78, A/40/672)

AGENDA ITEM 95: POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES RELATING TO YOUTH: REPORT OF THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/40/3, A/40/389 and A/40/631)

AGENDA ITEM 96: QUESTION OF AGING: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL {continued)
(A/40/3 and A/40/714)

AGENDA ITEM 97: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WORLD PROGRAMME OF ACTION CONCERNING
DISABLED PERSONS AND UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF DISABLED PERSONS: REPORT OF THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) A/40/3 and A/40/728)

AGENDA ITEM 98: CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE (continued) (A/40/482 and
Corr.1-2 and A/40/751; A/CONF/121/22)

{a) REPORT OF THE SEVENTH UNITED NATIONS CONGRESS ON THE PREVENTION OF CRIME AND
THE TREATMENT OF OFFENDERS (continued)

(b) IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIOHNS OF THE SIXTH UNITED NATIONS CONGRESS ON
THE PREVENTION OF CRIME AND THE TREATMENT OF OFFENDERS: REPORT OF THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued)

{c) IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE SEVENTH UNITED NATIOHS CONGRESS ONH
THE PREVENTION OF CRIME AND THE TREATMENT OF OFFENDERS: REPORT OF THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued})

1. Mr. TROUVEROY (Belgium), speaking on agenda item 97, said that his country had
adopted a number of measures benefiting disabled persons. In education, for
example, a special scheme had been established under which eight different systems
were applicable to primary education, and a further four to secondary education,
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according to the nature of the handicap. 1In emplovment a number of measures for
retraining disabled persons had been adopted, and sheltered workshops had been
established. The retraining theirapvy was applied in wvarious forms, such as
ergotherapy, logopedics, attendance at a centre or department for job retraining
and the supply, adaptation, maintenance and renewal of prosthetic devices and
orthopedic appliances. Manv of the sheltered workshops were officially subsidized,
so that the State had a part in paying the wages of disabled workers. Emplovers of

disabled persons were also eligible for State subsidies.

2. in the matter of housing, Belgium provided accommodaticn and host families for
disabled persons, as well as hundreds of institutions: special homes, temporarv
residences and observation, guidance and treatment centres. Disabled persons had a
quaranteed income thanks to financial assistance. Disabled persons or their
spouses who were under retiremcnt age received the disabilitv benefits which
normally went to the physically handicapped or the special benefits granted for
other forms of disabilitv. When they reached retirement age, those benefits were
converted into a supplement to the pension. Persons already in receipt of a
pension who became disabled could apply for benefits to supplement the old age
benefit. Other measuces adopted to benefit disabled persons included preferential
treatment in social security matters and measures relating to family allowances,
sickness and disabilitv insurance, pensions and unemployment benefits. Belgium
also had regulations relating to industrial accidents and occupational diseases,
war—induced disabilities, and disabilities of mineworkers and war victims in
peacetime. Moreover, disabled persons received various tax benefits.

3. The economic crisis affecting Belgium and other countries had compelled the
authorities to cut back State assistance to the disabled. As a result, job
retraining and housing schemes had been amended, increasing the share of the costs
borne by the disabled but maintaining the guaranteed minimum income. The
Government had tried to strike a balance between the need to cut the national
budget and the need to retain the necessary funding to meet the needs of the
disabled. The disabled had been exempted from the austerity measures imposed on

the Belgian public at large.

4. The Belgian delegation, together with others, had promoted the establishment
of the International Year of Disabled Persons and later, the proclamation of the
United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons. It expressed its appreciation of the
work carried out by the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, at
Vienna, for its efforts to implement the World Programme of Action., His delegation
had carefully st:udied the Secretary-General's report on implementation of the World
Programme of P:otion Concerning Disabled Persons (A/40/728), a report which
regrettably rad again been issued verv late. It was basically up to each State, in
collaboration with organizations for disabled persons, to give effect to the World
Programme of Action. It was of primarvy importance, therefore, to establish or
strengthen national committees or other similar bodies.

5. Of particular interest in the Secretarv-General's report was the description
of co~operation and support activities for various projects. Those activities
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should he continued and strenathened, giving prioritv to field projects. That
would reauire an increase in the resources available to the Centre for Social
pDevelopment and Humanitarian Affairs, at vienna, bv redeploving stafi and available
funds. The nature of the Centre's activities and the magnitude of its task

suf ficed to emphasize the prioritv to be given to a commensurate increase in its
resources. An appeal should also be made to States to contribute to the United
Nations Trust Fund for the International Year of Disabled Persons, bearing in mind
the Fund's contribution to development. The suggested renaming of the Fund should
be a matter for consultation amona interested parties., His deleaation could aqree
to change the title, provided that it remained within the context of the Decade,
I1f the Fund's terms of referenc:, which were set forth in paragraph 81 of the
Secretarv-General's report, were applied flexibly and focused on specific
activities, the wishes of donors and recipients alike could be met.

6. Wwith regard to agenda item 96, he had noted with great interest the statement
on the problems of aging made by the representative of the Dominican Republic, and
had noted his proposal that the Secretary-General should be reaquestad to establish
a committee of experts, sponsored bv Governments and interested organizations, to
study the necessity and viability of a United Nations Proaramme On hging, and its
possible financing. He shared the concern expressed hv the delegation of the
Dominican Reprblie about the problem posed by the phenomenon of aging for all
countries, especially in Europe. However, he did not deem it necessarv to set up
another body within the United Wations, s3ince a number of the Organization's
programmes were alreadv dealing with the problem and the Vienna Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs had bequn to promote an international plan of
action on aaing. As in the case of disabled persons, concerns about the question
of aging could be met bv increasing the Centre's resources by redeplovina them.

7. Mrs. ERdEﬁﬂkDVﬁ {Czechosiovakia) recalled the observation made by the
Secretarv-General of the United Nations earlv in 1985 about the International Youth
Year that the number of young people in the world would increase hetween the

vears 1975 and 2000 by approximatelv 60 per cent and that the number of voung
people livina in Africa, asia, and Latin America - alreadv afflicted with povertv,
illiteracv, hunger, diseases, and unemplovment - would nearlv double. The
possibilitv ¢f a real improvement in the position of vouth was inseparably linked
with each State's socio-economic development. Young people were especially
vulnerable to phenomena such as unemplovment, diserimination in education,
inadeaquate medical care, poverty, the rising cost of living and many others. Legal
measures establishing the right to education did not necessarily quarantee that
vouth could exercise it effectivelv. The most reliable criterion of the real value
of that riaht lav in access to the educational svstem for all strata of a country's
population, includina racial and national minorities., The high cost of university
education prevented children from workers' or low-income families from studvina at
universities, especiallv the elitist establishments. Statistics proved that even
in States with what was regarded as an advanced level of social welfare, the number
of students from low-income families, which were the madoritv, was verv small.
Moreover, according to a studv conducted bv the International Labour Organisation,
more than half the university graduates in certain States were unable to find jobs
corresponding to their professional training.
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8. Youth unemployment was a mass phenomenon in many developed Western countries
and in many developing countries. However, it must be noted that the former had
real economic possibilities of eliminating that grave circumstance, whereas in the
developing countries the solution of unemplovment, including vouth unemplovment,
was part of overall economic development, Their development could not be imagined
without a restructuring of international economic relations on the basis of just
and democratic principles. BAccording to data published by the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), in its member States practically one
out of every three young people was unemployed in 1984. In absolute terms,
unemplovment had increased in those countries almost seven times in the past
decade, leading to a growth in criminalitv, drug addiction, prostitution and other
equally negative phenomena.

9, The overall situation of world wvouth reflected the whole spectrum of todav's
political, economic, social and ethical problems. To improve the position of voung
people and help them to be fully integqrated into the mainstream of societv, those
problems must be solved immediatelv and consistently, at both national and
international levels. It was verv gratifvina to note that the proclamation of the
International Youth Year was part of the efforts aimed at achieving that goal, and
that numerous meetings, conferences and seminars had been held in that context. 1In
the summer of 1985, the Twelfth Festival of Youth and Students, held at Moscow, had
made a major contribution to the struggle of the voung generations against the
threat of nuclear war and had promoted understanding and co-operation among vyouth
and students' organizations with different political orientations. In Julv 1985 a
World Congress on Youth held in Barcelona under the auspices of UNESCO had dealt
with the position and role of voung people in societv in the fields or education,
work, culture and international co-operation.

10, without belittling the importance of international and regional activities
organized in the framework of the International Youth Year, her delegation felt
that efforts to improve the situation of voung people must be centered on
activities at the national level because onlv national authorities were competent
to take measures to improve the position of youth. Only thev could incorporate in
their overall development strategies programmes and plans designed to solve the
praoblems of wvouth, which could help them effectivelv to exercise their right to
education and work and other fundamental rights. Only if that happened could voung
people fully develop the spiritual and material values created by previous
generations. It would be eaually necessarv, therefore, to strenathen international
solidarity with the young people suffering under the yoke of racism, apartheid and
other forms of political oppression.

11. Her delegation felt that now and in the future, the international communitv's
efforts should be oriented towards the further improvement of the position of vouna
people. Most useful in that respect would be the guidelines for further planning
and suitable follow-up in the field of voutrh contained in document A/40/256.
Inspiration might also be drawn from the experience of the socialist countries,
which had succeeded in a relativelv short historical period in providing the young
aenerations with a model system of complete care, Young people deserved that core,
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not only because thev represented the future of every nation, but also because thev
were active and tenacious participants in the struagle for peace, disarmament,
social progress and the development of co-operation amona nations.

12. Mr. THORSTEINSSON (Iceland), speaking on behalf of the five Nordic countries,
said that, as noted in the 1985 Report on the World Social Situation
(E/CN.5/1985/2), the situation was marked bv violence, acts which denied human
dignity and other impediments to social progress whose solution did not depend
primarily on economic resources, but on the determination of societies and their
Governments., It should be remembered, however, that some slow proaress was also
taking place in many countries, and especially a trend to establish more democratic
forms of Government, which directly affected the social situation, as the Nordic
countries had noted in their statement before the Economic and Social Council at
its first session of 1985.

13, With regard to agenda item 96, the guestion of aging, he felt that the time
had come for a first review and appraisal of the implementation of the Vienna
International Plan of Action on Aging. The Secretarv-General's report on that
subject conveyed little optimism about the concrete steps taken to implement the
Plan of Action. The Nordic countries felt that the Centre for Social Development
and Humanitarian Affairs should be strengthened from the United Nations reqular
budget. Older persons should not be viewed as a dependent group, but in terms of
the active contribution which they had made and continued to make to society. A
readiustment of housing policies was therefore needed, so as to take into
consideration the needs of the elderly, and especiallv to avoid unnecessarv medical
care in institutions.

l4. As to agenda item 97, the World Programme of Action concernina Disabled
Persons, he said that the best wav to keep persons with disabilities in the
mainstream of life was to give them egual opportunities. One example of that had
been the recent congress held in the Bahamas by the Disabled People's
International, which had the financial support of the United Nations. He felt,
however, that administrative arrangements for promoting such activities should be
streamlined. 1In that field, as in others, the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs needed increased resources. Moreover, since 1985 was the
International Youth Year, there was a need to underline the importance of
integrating young diszbled persons into societv, safeguarding their right to
education and emplovment and encouraging activities which improved their
self-confidence and self-esteem. Lastly, he stressed that anv discrimination
against the disabled must be prevented.

15. Mr. YEDID (Israel) said that Israel would deliver its statement concernina the
International Youth Year at the United Nations World Conference for the
International Youth ¥Year, to be held during the current session of the General
Assembly. With regard to the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, he said that Israel was proud to have
participated actively in the Congress, and, in the spirit of the Jewish people’s
traditions, it saw the international instruments and resolutions adopted at Milan
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as major steps towards the humanization of justice. 1Israel shared the pleasure of
other delegations that the Milan Congress agenda had given such prominence to crime
prevention, which, together with the treatment of offenders, were vital goals for
the establishment of a stable world order. The resolutions adopted at that
Congress represented a healthy consensus among the participants and laid the
foundations for the establishment of practical international agreements. Israel
had the honour of having been one of the sponsors of the draft resolution entitled
"Domest ic violence," adopted by consensus, and would continue to plav a
constructive role in that area.

16. HResolution 23, "Criminal acts of a terrorist character", also adopted bv
consensus at the Congress, was for the Government of Israel a positive example of
the contributions which the United Nations could make, although Israel would have
preferred a stronger resolution, especially in the light of the recent upsurge in
international terrorism. Although the resolution represented some progress, it was
relatively weak and would nct prove effective. WNothing could justify terrorist
acts. FEven if underlying causes existed, thev did not justify terrorism. The
General Assembly must condemn it and stamp it out, regardless of its origin and of
the causes invoked on its behalf.

17. Mr. NIELSON (Denmark) said that the proclamation of International Youth Year
had contributed to an increased awareness of the problems facing wouth, which was a
threatened group, especially in the present time of economic crisis. Many young
pecple in both industrialized and developing countries were facing complex problems
which they could not resolve, It was therefore of the utmost importance that they
should studv the reports of the Secretary-General very carefully and seek guidance
in the wise suggestions contained therein. It was also important for
decision-makers to listen to young people and also involve them directly in the
building of society. His country had a long and valuable tradition in that field.
International Youth Year had also stimulated many new activities especially at the
local lewvel,

18. He would have wished the discussions in the Third Committee to have resulted
in recommendations to all the Members of the United Nations that they should
involve vouth to a much larger extent in the decision-making processes at all
levels of society. He would also have wished United Nations organs and specilalized
agencies to give a greater role to voung people. He did not feel that the draft
resolution submitted by Romania (A/C.3/40/L.3) too' those considerations
sufficiently into account. He suggested in conclusion that the General Assembly
should take the comments he had made fully into consideration when discussing

quest ions relating to youth at its forty-first session.

19. Mr. KOUNKOU (Congo) said that in 1985, which had been proclaimed International
Youth Ye=r and coincided with the fortieth anniversarv of the overthrow of fascism
and militarism and the proclamation of fundamental human rights, dangerous centres
of tensicn which threatened world peace were still a feature of the international
situation. That fact had particularly serious implications for vouth; because of
it, the General Assembly would not hear how International Youth Year was evaluated
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in Palestine, Namibia, and South Africa, countries in which young people were
subjected to traumatic experiences. The youth of South Rfrica in particular, like
cther groups of the population, was resolved to struggle courageously against the
shameful system of apartheid.

20. 1In his country, voung people played an important role in political, economic
and social life. The universal participation achieved by means of discussion among
the representatives of the political authorities, the administration and the
workers meant that voung people were able to play their part in enterprises and in
organs of State. The Socialist Youth Union of the Congo was open to all young
people of both sexes and defended their specific interests. That body was in fact
the central organ of political co-ordination, discussion and decision-making for
the youth of the Congo. Furthermore, there was a separate ministerial office for
vouth problems, which carried out the decisions of the Conagolese Labour Partv.

21. Since indepgndence the Congo had allocated enormous resources to meet the
fundamental needs of youth. Education took up 25 per cent of the national budget
and all children attended school, In addition to compulsory free education, the
People's School programme had been set up to provide vocational training.
Moreover, the widespread campaign for the democratization of sports had led to the
establishment of manv sports and recreation facilities throughout the countrv.

22. 1In preparation for International Youth Year his country had set ug a national
co-ordinating committee and had initiated several projects, despite the difficultv
of finding external financing at reasonable interest rates, Given the importance
of agriculture for his country and the manpower potential of rural youth, it was
necessary to slow down the rural exodus, which involved primarily young people. To
that end, the interests and needs of tho rural world must be catered for. His
Government was therefore carrving out a widespread land-reclamation programme,
establishing key villages in all regions of the country which would he eguipped
with various infrastructural services. Several projects which had received
financial support from United Nations bodies were included among the objectives of
his country's development programme.

23. At the international level, the vouth of the Congo had taken part in several
special events held in 1985, sharing their modest experience with young people from
other countries and conveying to them the message of peace, solidarity and
friendship of the Congolese people.

24. His countryv's policv for the disabled had evolved in three stages. The first
stage, which had begun on the proclamation of independence, was aimed at preventing
disabilities, in particular by means of information campaigns. In that connection,
the national poliomyelitis vaccination campaiagns carried out with help from
friendly countries had brought about a remarkable decline in that disease. The
second stage had consisted of the establishment of a specialized infrastructure in
the main populatior. centres to increase the treatment and assistance available to
disabled persons. The third stage was to integrate the disabled in social life and
development activities. The Association for the Disabled had been set up, and the
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