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The meeting was called to order at 10.55 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM 951 ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OP RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE (continued)
{A/39/79 and Corr.l, A/3%/180 and Corr.ly A/C.3/39/L.51)}

AGENDA ITEM 961 HUMAN RIGHTS AND SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS
{continued) (A/39/307, 442 and Add.l, A/39/581 and Corr.ly A/C.3/39/L.46)

AGENDA ITEM 9731 OQUESTION OF A CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD {continued]
(A/39/185)

AGENDA ITEM 98y INTERNATIONAL COVEMANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS (continued) (A/39/133,
3560, 5B]1 and Corr.l)

{a) REPORT OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE (continued) (A/39/40, 484, 644)

{b) STATUS OF THE INTERMATIONAL COVEMANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS,
THE INTERMATIOMAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS AND THE OPTIONAL
PROTOCOL TO THE INTERNATIONAL COVEMANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS: REPORT
OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/35/461)

{c) ELABORATION OF A SECOND OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE INTERMATIONAL COVEMANT ON
CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS, AIMING AT THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH PENALTY
{eontinued) (A/39/535) A/C.3/39/L.48B)

AGENDA ITEM 991 TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHNUMAN OR DEGRADING TREARTMENT OR
PUNISHMENT: REPORTS OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (continued) (A/39/73, 360, 480 and
Add.l and 2, A/39/499 and Add.l and 2, A/39/506, €662y A/C.3/39/L.40, L.495, L.50)

1. Mr. MITREV (Bulgaria) said that scientific and technological development was
one of the most outstanding factors in the accelerated socio-economic development
of all countries. By creating favourable material conditions, scientific and
technological progress could and should contribute to the fuller realization of
human rights and fundamental freedoms. However, the achievements of science and
technology could alsoc be used to the detriment of human rights. The militaristic
ambitions of imperialism converted the fruite of scientific and technological
progress into increasingly barbarous means of mass destruction. It should be clear
to everyone that given the present scientific and technological level, nuclear war
presented a danger to all life on the planet. Today more than ever, securing the
right to life was the most important prerequisite for the effective enjoyment of
human rights and fundamental freedoms. He fully subscribed to the Declaration on
the Use of Scientific and Technological Progress in the Interests of Peace and for

the Benefit of Mankind, adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution
3384 (XXX).

2. As to item 95, the position of his country on religious freedom was
well-known: a poeition which aimed at eliminating all forms of religiocus
intolerance and at promoting respect for the dignity of both believers and
non-believers, and which was baged cn the policy and practice of religion in the
country. Unfortunately, varicus manifestations of intolerance and discrimination
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based on religion did occur at present. His country shared the concern of world
public opinion over such manifestations, but was aware that they were the
expression of deep-rooted socio-economic and political problems which were awaiting
their just solution. The situation of non-believers was also a matter of concern,
especially in some Western countries, where they suffered from inequality,
sometimes even discrimination. Also deplorable were the at‘empts made in certain
countries, even at official level, to brainwash believers for the purpose of
inciting intolerant and hostile attitudes towards other countries, peoples, beliefs
or ideologies, and to use religion as a weapon against social progress and
development. Those attempts should be condemncd and rejected by the international

community as incompatible with the Charter, international covenants on human rights
and other relevant instruments.

3. With regard to item 99, he said that his country had always considered
torture, in any form or degree, as a manifestation of barbarism inadmissible in the
current age, and had therefore called for the adoption of a convention to encoucage
effective international co-operation on a comprehensive basis and with the
participation of all States. Regrettably, the proposed draft convention
(A/C.3/39/L.40) could not serve as a basis, and if it were adopted in its present
form, might endanger international co-operatiocn in that field. Without ubjecting
to its substance, articles 19 and 20 stipulated mechanisms which were at
considerable variance with established international practice, in particular with
the relevant mechaniems of the major human rights instruments, and therefore posed
a tangible danger of abuse of the future convention for questionable political ends
and for the violation of the sovereign rights of States. In that regard, his
country supported the idea of introducing minimal changes to both draft articles to
bring them in line with established practice, and to create conditione to encourage
the signing of the future convention by all countries.

4. Turning to item 97, his country fully supported the elaboration of a
convention on the rights of the child, a task which unfortunately had been
unjustifiably delayed. The need for that international instrument was self-evident
in the present-day world, where millions of children fell victim to apartheid and
racism, drought and famine, ghetto life and poverty. His country therefore called
on all States which participated in the Commission on Human Rights to show good
will and to complete the draft as soon as possible.

S. Mr. ARTACHO (Spain), with regard to item 99, said that torture was a shocking
form of violence which Governments always denied and never tried to justify. The
United Mations and all its States Members should find means to combat that odious
form of abuse of power which, paradoxically, was usually practised in the name of
authority and security. Article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
established the principle that no one should be subjected to torture, or to cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, a formula recognized in article 7 of
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which in its article 4
prohibited the suspension of that principle, even in exceptional situations where
the 1ife of the nation was in danger. Those provisions had led to an encouraging

process of codification on those and other topics relevant to gquaranteeing human
rights.
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6. However, the alarming increase in reports of cases of torture everywhere, and
morv particularly of the systematic prectice of torture in certain cpuntries, had
led the Commission on Human Rights to establish ad -hoc working groups to
investigate the situation in that regard in South Africa and Chile, in 1967 and
1975 respectively. The continuing reports however clearly indicated the inadequacy
of the measures that had been svailable so far, The General Assembly had therefore
adopted various instruments on the subject, a process which had culminated in the
elaboration, in which Spain had actively participated, of a draft convention of
which the text was currently before the Commission.

7. Spain had always supported the principle that the international protection of
human rights was effective only once the statements set forth in existing
i{nternational instruments had been converted into legal obligations and once an
international system for monitoring implementation by States of the instrument in
question had been added to internal control machinery to ensure observance of human
rights. Articles 19 and 20 of the draft Convention provided for the establishment
of such control machinery. Without such machinery, the text would have no more
than face value. The text that had been drafted was the ocutcome of a compromise
and, as such, could not be fully satisfactory to all. His delegation would have
preferred it to be broader in scope and to cover explicitly other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment, instead of being so strictly confined to
torture. It would aleo have liked the system of control by the Committee zjainst
torture provided for in article 21 to be compulsory, rather than being compulsory
only for States having declared that they accepted the system. However, Spain was
willing to accept the proposed text, while stressing the need for the Convention to
be truly normative. The convention against torture must provide for machinery to
guarantee its implementation by States parties, as other human rights instruments
did. Spain therefore attached particular importance to the operation of the
control systemes provided for in articles 19 and 20 and was sponsoring draft
resolution A/C.3/39/L.40. The time had come to act and to show public opinicn that
the international community wished to put an end to the practice of torture once
and for all.

8. Mr. SUFOTT (Israel), speaking under agenda item 95, said that, despite the
adoption of General Assembly resolution 36/55, intolerance and discrimination based
on religion or belief continued to manifest themselves. Innocent people paid with
their lives for their religious faith, victims of acts of State policy or
institutionalized religious persecution, as in the case of the torment of religious
minorities in the Soviet Union. The Soviet Government imposed restrictions on
Jewish worship and on the observance and teaching of Judaism, in violation not only
of its obligations under international covenants but also of its own constitution.
The restrictions placed upon the Jewish faith in the USSR were far more onerous
than those imposed on other religious faiths. The restrictions in question could
be seen, inter alia, in the publication of Hebrew bibles, the functioning of
synagogues, the obtainability of religious articles, the preparation of kosher food
and the trainimg of Jewish clergy.

9. One of the most serious obstacles to the practice of Judaism was the ban
rigorously enforced by the Soviet authorities on the use of the Hebrew language
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amonoet Jews. A knowledge of Hebrew was indispensable to Jews in practising their
religion. Those seeking to learn or teach the language were persecuted,
imprisoned, exiled to Siberia or sentenced to forced labour. The assault on Hebrew
languace instruction had recently reached a new level of intensity. The
authorities' intention was not clear, but it appeared to be to liquidate the Hebrew
clagges built up in recent years.

10. In the Soviet Union the official suppression of Judaism at every level and in
every sphere of society was but one manifestation of anti-Semitiem, which was
officially inspired and directed, as were all things in such a system. He wished
to refer,; in that connection; to a novel recently distributed by the Boviet
publishing house responsible for foreign language editions, entitled The Curtain
Rises, in which there were sinister Jewish characters and it was indicated that
Adolf Eichmann had been a Jewish agent; that very attitude was the attitude of the
Soviet authorities, which accused Jews themselves, the victims, of being the cause
of Soviet persecution. Recently, a new calumny had been added to the litany of
anti—Jewish incitement. In connection with the arrest of Yuly Edelshtein, Head of
the Investigation Section of the Department of the Interior in a district of
Moecow, the opportunity had been taken to accuse the Jews of using drugs for
observing the sabbath ritual. The Israeli Government strongly protected against
the anti-Jewish incitement emanating from official Soviet sources and called upon
the Boviet authorities to put an immediate end to State-directed religious
persecution, which was incompatible with the Soviet Union's international
obligations. It urged the Soviet Government to allow Jews to study the Hebrew

language and to practise Judalsm free from fear.

1l. Mr. MAHOMNEY (Gambia) said that the nexus between human rights and scientific
and technological development was one of the most critical issues of the
contemporary era, in which impressive advancee had been made in all areas of
scientific endeavour, whose achievements ought to enhance the enjoyment of human
rights and fundamental freedoms. However, millions of people continued to exist in
conditions of abject poverty, hunger and disease, while the scientific community
concentrated its energies on the development of ever more sophisticated instruments
of mags destruction.

12. Science and its practitioners had always been accomplices in groes violations
of human rights. Instruments of torture, truth serums, certificates of mental
ill-health issued by medical persconnel, for example, had served as punishments or
as inducements to confession. However, it was encouraging that the General
Asaembly had adopted a set of Principles of Medical Ethics relating to the role of
health personnel, particularly physicians, in the protection of prisoners and
detainees against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment and that the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Mincrities was preparing a draft body of principles, gquidelines and
guarantees for the protection of persons detained on the grﬂunds of mental
ill-health or suffering from mental disorder.

13. However, medicine was not the only field in which there were human rights
violations. As predicted by Orwell in his novel entitled 1984, the enormous

f---n
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advances made in the area of audio-visual communications and data-processing had
sinister implications for personal freedoms. In that connection, his delegation
condemned the recent installation of television cameras in the celle of political
detainees in South Africa and welcomed the fact that the Sub-Commission was
endeavouring to finalize a set of draft guidelines on computerized personnel
files. The march of progress must continue and mankind's creative genius must be
encouraged, but it was clear that, without a clear commitment to the cause of
mankind, scientific achievements might have perilous implications for fundamental

rights and freedoms.

14, His delegation welcomed the fact that the current debate had produced a clear

consensus on torture, which was a barbarous practice representing not only an
odious phenomenon that was repugnant to the human conscience but also the very
antithesis of the values and ideals upon which the United Nations was founded.

15. In response to the evident dichotomy between principle and praxis and in
recognition of the need to strengthen existing machinery, the General Assembly had
requested the Commission on Human Rights to draw uvp a draft convention against
torture. In his delegation's view, the draft Convention, which represented six
years of constructive effort, was far from perfect and there was a number of
paragraphs that could be formulated differently. Since .t was a compromise text
that had to accommodate a broad range of positions, some parties' predilections had
had to be ignored; however, taken as a whole, it represented a further important
element in thez hody of human rights instrvments. Hie delegation regarded as
particularly important articles 1 and 5 of part I and the eatablishment of a
committee against Torture (part II, article 17) and was pleased to be a sponsor of
draft resolution A/C.3/39/L.40. Only one and a half articles in the entire draft
Convention now remained in brackets. Unfortunately, they were the ones dealing
with the modus operandi of the Committee against Torture and represented the
egsence of the draft instrument. To remove or amend them would be to reduce the
text to a carbon copy of ‘earlier human rights instruments, whose ineffectiveness
had prompted the call for a convention against torture. It should be recalled, in
that connection, that General Assembly resolution 38/119, which had been adopted by
consensus, called for the submission of a draft, including provisions for the
effective implementation of the future convention, to the Assembly at its
thirty-ninth session, and that that same resolution requested the Commission on
Human Rights to complete, at ite fortieth session, as a matter of the highest
priority, the drafting of a convention against torture and other cruel, inhuman, or
degrading treatment or punishment. The Commission had fulfilled its
responsibilities by submitting the text. His delegation hoped that the Committee
would act expeditiously and responsibly.

16. In the current periocd of disillusionment - indeed cyniciam - the United
Nations continued to embody mankind's hopes and aspirations for a better world.
International public opinion, which had been following extremely closely the work
of the Committee against Torture, was now locking forward to concrete results. The
Third Committee must demonstrate that 1t was equal to that historic ~hallenge.

Seen
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17, Mr. PHEDONOS-VADET (Cyprus) said that, as was indicated in the preamble of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, recognition of the inherent dignity and of
the equal and inalienable rightes of all members of the human family was the
foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world. The idealistic declarations
and principles of the Declaration had acquired binding force through the
establishment, under the terms of the International Covenants, of & number of
bodies to supervise the implementation of those Covenants, for example the Human
Rights Committee, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

18. His delegation fully shared the view that more publicity should be given both
to the text of the Internaticnal Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and to the
work of the Human Rights Committee in order to promote the observance and enjoyment
of the rights and freeloms set forth in the Covenant. He expressed the hope that,
in the near future, the publication in bound volumas of the Human Rights
Committee's official records would be completed, and he welcomed the decision taken
by the Centre for Hunan Rights concerning the publication of the general comments
adopted by the Human Rights Committee under article 40, paragraph 4, of the
Covenant.,

19. He expressed satisfaction at the appruach and procedure adopted by the Hwman
Rights Committee for the consideration of the second periodic reports of States and
trusted that that approach would increase the effectiveness of that Committee's
monitoring functions set out in article 40 of the Covenant. His delegation
appreciated the general comments adopted by the Human Rights Committes,
particularly general comments 12 on article 1, 13 on article 14 and 14 on

article 6, which considerably facilitated the task of understanding and

interpreting those articles of the Covenant.

20. His delegation shared the view expressed by many others that the monitoring
procedure established in accordance with the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights was far from satisfactory, and he therefore looked
forward to the spring session of the Economic and Social Council in 1985, when the
composition, organization and administrative arrangements of the Sessional Working
Group would be reviewed. His delegation shared the opinifons put forward on that
subject at the meeting of chairmen of the human rights bodies (A/39/484, paras. 14
and 25), and he expreased the hope that the Council would take those opinions into
account at its spring session with a view to achieving a more effective
implementation of the International Covenant on Bconomic, Social and Cultural
Rights.

21l. His delegation welcomed both the convening of the meeting of Chairmen of the
human rights bodies and the proposals which hod emerged from it. In its cpinien,
the meeting had been conastructive and had initiated useful dialogue between the
various human rights bodies aimed at solving the specific problems encountered by
States parties in connection with their obligation to submit reports in accordance
with the different human rights instruments. The meeting had been experimental and
had been convened without lengthy prior preparation, and participants had made

f.......
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every effort to find ways of sclving the many problems encountered by States
parties. Accordingly, those who had jumped to conclusions should reconsider their
approach and should use as their sole criterion the promotion of human rights.

22, His delegation welcomed the views and suggestions put forward in paragraphs 28
to 40 of the report contained in document A/39/484 and was convinced that many of
them would greatly help to establish a more balanced reporting system and to assist
many countries, particularly the developing countries, in fulfilling their
reporting obligations.

23. He expressed the hope that the opinions advanced by many members of the Third
Committee would ba taken into account by the chairmen of the human rights bodies at
their next meeting which, ideally, should be broader and should alsc include the
chairpersone of other human rights bodies, in particular of the Committee on the
Elimination of Diecrimination against Women. His delegation felt that such
meetinge should continue to be convened regularly, since the experience acquired
could help to improve the suggestions made and to increase the consensus, and he
suggested that future meetings should be representative of a wider regional
spectrum.

24. Referring to the report on the status of the International Covenants
(A/39/461), he expressed concern at the slow rate of new ratificatjons and
acceseions. Cyprus had been among the first countries to sign and to ratify the
two Covenants, and his country attached great importance to their universal and
effective application. His country therefore urged those countries which had not
yet done so to ratify them and called upon the United Nations and its organs which
dealt with human rights tc consider measures to promote their universal application.

25. Referring to agenda item 98 (c), he drew attention to Law No. 86 of 1983,
which abolished capital punishment in Cyprus and replaced it by life imprisonment
in the case of premeditated murder. Accordingly, Cyprus had recently played a more
active role in that regard by co-sponsoring a resolution on the abolition of the
deatl, penalty at the fortieth session of the Commiseion on Auman Rights and at the
thirty-ninth session of the General Assembly. For the same reason, CYPrus was
concerned about the possibility that some countries were reintreducing the death
penalty.

26. Despite the achievements made in the elaboration and adoption of many human
rights instruments, he drew attention to the existing gap and discrepancy between
the resolutions adopted and the realities of international life. Regrettably,
human rights violations were not isolated events. In many parts of the world,
there were massive, flagrant and continuous viclations, which were committed either
blatantly and cynically or insidiously and indirectly. Cyprus was seeking to end
those viclations and, accordingly, supported thc work of the Human Rights
Committee, of which Mr. Andreas V. Mavrommatis was & member. In addition, he
welcomed the trend apparent in recent years towards ensuring the effective
implementation of the conventions in force.

Fans
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27. Mr. VRAALSEN {Morway), speaking on behalf of the five Nordic countries,
referred to agenda item 98 and to the report contained in document A/39/46l. He
regretted the fact that only about half of the States Members of the United Nations
had ratified or acceded to the Covenants and that only 34 States had signed or
acceded to the Optional Protacol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights. Purthermore, it was regrettable that only 16 States had made the
declaration under article 41 of the Covenant and that a considerable number of
States parties were not fulfilling their reporting cbligations under article 16.

It was essential for them to do so, since the delay in reporting and the
non-submigsion of reports had acquired such proportions as to undermine the very
foundations of the Covenants.

28. Nevertheless, it should be noted that the Human Rights Committee had carried
out commendable work in considering the reports of 12 States parties. During the

current year, the Human Rights Committee had, for the firat time, considered the
so-called second periodic reports of States parties, and it should give priority

attention to the special reports produced in situations of emergency. In order to
continue that important work, the Human Rights Committee would need sufficient
support and meeting time from the United Nations.

29, The general comments adopted under article 40 of the International Covenant on
Civil and political Rights were useful for interpreting the various articles of the
Covenant. The report of the Human Rights Committee (A/39/40) included general

* comment 12 (21) on article 1 and general comment 13 (21) on article 14. With some

surprise, the Nordic countries had noted that general comment 14 (23) on article &

was being circulated separately in document A/39/644, instead of being included in

the 1985 report. That raised certain questions as to the compatibility of some of

its elemente with the mandate of the Human Rights Committee.

30. The Secretary-General would submit to the Economic and Social Council at its
first regular session of 1985 a report on the situation with respect to the
Sessional Working Group of Governmental Experts on the Implementation of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the Nordic
countries hoped that it would be possible to adopt measures at that sestion to
facilitate consideration of national reports.

31. The Mordic countries supported the drafting of a second cptional protocol to
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition
of the death penalty, and wished to make some suggestions on the report of the
meeting of chairmen of human-rights organizations held in Geneva in August 1984,
and in particular on the programme of advisory services and technical assistance to
enable States parties to better comply with their obligations. The first
suggestion referred to the establishment of a system of regional advisers and
asgistance on human-rights standards. The second concerned assistance to
Governments requesting it for the preparation of pericdic reports which were
already delayed; perhaps by means of short-term expert missions for specific
purposes. The third related to the preparation of a manual, the granting of
fellowships to government officiale and the organization of seminars for the
training of national personnel. There was a need for some co-ordination to avoid

frtil
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repetition of informationy moreover, the proposed documentation might well be of
interest to the general public.

32. 1In conclusion, he said that the meeting of chairmen of human-righte
organizations had been successful and could be repeated, but that next time the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women should alsc

participate.

33. Mr. THWAITES (Australia) said he considered that the most significant
initiative to come before the Committee was the proposal that the General Assembly
should adopt the draft Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment prepared by the Commigsion on Human Rights and
annexed to draft resolution A/39/C.3/L.40. That instrument would provide a
suitable means for the eradication of the practice of torture and, although scme
concessions were necessary, especially with respect to articles 15 and 20, it was
important to find the broadest agreement on the text as a whole.

34. Torture was the most abhorrent violation of human righta. Under certain
special circumstances a State might justify deprivation of the most fundamental
human right, the right to life. But under no circumstances, not even during the
most serious emergency, could torture be justified, Torture was the more repughant
because it constituted a direct attack on the physical and peychological integrity
of the human being. He recalled that Australia had recently announced a pledge to
the United Mations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture, as recorded in document
A/39/662.

35. The practice of torture continued on a wide scale, proving the ineffectiveness
of the international inatruments adopted in that field. Unlike those instruments,
the draft Convention focused on a specific violation, particularly repulsive and
universally condemned. The draft did not merely reiterate the content of past
instruments, but included minimal procedures, such as those in articles 19 and 20,
which, by asking States partiee to accept a qualified and responsible review of the
performance of their obligations, would in no way infringe upon their sovereignty.

36. Although it took into account the views of all regional groups, the draft
cenvention might perhaps not satiefy completely the aspirations of every
delegation, including his own, but approval was necessary so that it could be
adopted and opened for signature during the current session of the General
Assembly. Australia was a party to the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
It had recently withdrawn the majority of the reservations and interpretive
declarations which had accompanied its ratification of the latter Covenant, and
called on Governments which had not yet done so0 to give priority to signing and
ratifying, or acceding to, both Covenants.

37. 1In conclusion, he recalled Australia's long-standing and energetic involvement

in the efforts of the Working Group of the Commission on Human Rights to prepare,
at the initiative of Poland, a convention on the rights of the child.
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38. Mr. HAWKES (Canada), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said that the
representative of the Soviet Union, in a previous statement, had accused Canada of
insulting the Boviet Union. Taking into account that, in its astatement, Canada had
merely indicated its concern at the fact that, in the Soviet Union, Jews were not
allowed to practise freely their religion,; the reaction of the Soviet Union
appeared somewhat exaggerated. Canada believed that it was useful to disclose that
kind of information in order to stop such viclations of religious freedom, and the
day would come when discrimination on religious grounds would be a problem of the
paet. The intense reaction of the Foviet Union was an indication that much
remained to be done in the field of human rights at the international level. In
that regard, Canada urged Member States to adopt the d:aft Convention against
Torture proposed by the Commission on Human Rights.

39. His delegaticn furthermore did not understand how it was possible for the
Soviet Union, in a statement on freedom of religion to drag in the questions of
unemployment and indigencus pecple in Canada. Canada categorically rejected the
concept that unemployment was a violation of international human-rights
instruments, Current policies and practices in Canada, as well as legislation,
guaranteed everyone, whatever his religion, access to employment at all levels.
The information provided by the Soviet Union with regard to the indigenous people
was based on Canadian statistice, which were available to everyone. Canada
believed that freedom of informaticn and the freedom to discuss problems were
essential if progress were to be made in the human-rights field, and wished that
all States ensured that freedom. In conclusion, his delegation forcefully rejected
the insinuation that anti-Semitism was officially tolerated in Canada, which was
clearly refuted by Canadian history.

40. Mr. YAKOVLEV (Union of Soviet Boclalist Republics), speaking in exercise of
the right of reply, said that it had not been the Soviet Union which had started
the disputs; certain delegations had been making insinuations regarding other
States since the month of October. In an earlier statement, his delegation had
referred to the situation of the ethnic minorities in Canada, an issue which had
been discussed by the Canadian delegation itself. If Canada ventured to slander
the Soviet Union, it should expect an appropriate reply. The representative of
Canada had posed as the defender of the Jewish pecples however, the policy and
practices followed in Canada illustrated that country's true position., Canada had
given asylum to Mazi war criminals and had removed every obstacle to their
immigration. They enjoyed full freedam and cpportunity, including the possibility
of acquiring Canadian nationality. Further, although the Canadian Constitution
guaranteed rights and freedoms to its citizens, it did so with the reservation that
such rights and freedoms were subject to reascnable limits. The question might be
asked what those limits were, bearing in mind that the indigenous population of
Canada, amounting to 1 million people, were the victims of variocus forms of
discrimination and other violations of human rights. That situation was reflected
in the high mortality rates of those ethnic groups as well as by the high
proportion of such people in the prison population. Canada had an unemployment
rate of 11 per cent, which constituted a violation of the right. to work enshrined
in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Soee
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41. His delegation had quoted facts. If the Canadian delegation wished to refute
them, it should produce proofs and not generalizations; if it continued to ineist
on making insinuations against the Soviet Union, his delegation would consider that
it had the right to point to violaticns of human rights in Canada.

42. Mr. HMWKES (Canada), again speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said
that, contrary to what the Soviet Union had said, his intention was not to slander
that country but to offer constructive criticism. There was a lack of mutual
understanding, which was explained by the fact that, for Canada, respect for human
rights started with the individual, in conformity with the Optional Protccol to the
Internaticnal Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Canada had acceded.
In Canada, freedom of expression was guaranteed even when it was used to expr=ss
diessenting opinions.

43, with regard to the accusation that Canada was protecting international war
criminals, he would like any State which had specific information to draw it to the
attention of the Canadian authorities. The legal system of Canada made it posnible
for society to administer justice and to punish the guilty while at the same time
guararteeing the legal vrotection of accused individuals. Finally, it was hie view
that abusive rhetoric led nowheres it should be ended and replaced by conatr. .:ive
criticiam.

44, Mr. YAKOVLEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), again speaking in exercise
of the right of reply, said he regretted that Canada and some of its allies were
attempting to create an intolerable situation on the issue and that the
representative of that country had been unable to produce concrete facts in his
reply. It was also a matter for regret that in Canada there were no provieions
against war criminals and Mazi organizations and that such persons received all
kinds of benefits, including State pensions. It must alsc be stressed that there
was currently a wave of anti-Semitism in Canada. In Quebec there was religiocua
discrimination in so far as one religion was favoured to the detriment of others,
in violation of the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and
of Discrimination Pased on Religion or Belief. Pinally, it was his view that
Canada, before judging the human-rights record of other States, should lock at its
own violations.

45. Mr. SUPOTT (Israel), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, sald it would
be a good thing if Jews in the Soviet Union could enjoy what the representative of
that country had referred to as Canadian anti-Semitism.

46. Mr. YAROVLEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), speaking again in exercise
of the right of reply, sald that Israel's attempt to assume the role of defender of
the rights of people of Jewish origin was completely unjustified. The human-rights

violations perpetrated against broad segments of the population of Israel itgelf
were well known.

47. The CHAIRMAN announced that Pakistan had become a spensor of draft resolution
A/C.3/33/L.31/Rev.1l. The Committee had thus concluded the general debate on
items 95 to 99, hr%;ﬁ,‘he reminded members that the deadline for the submission

f'i-l
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of draft resolutions on items 95, 96, 97, 28 and 99 which had no programme-budget
implications, was Priday, 30 November at 6 p.m., while the deadline for draft
resolutions on item 12 which had no programme-budget implications would be Tuesday,
4 December at € p.m. The list of speakers in the general debate on item 12 would
be closed on Monday, 3 December at § p.m.

The weeting rose at 1 p.w.




