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v 0 TEXT OF THE DRi\.FT CONVEllTION AS OF TIill E:ND
OFTI-iE TIIIRTY-T'rlL'ID SESSION OF THE GEiiliRA..L .ABSEivlBLY*

Title

"Dl'aft Convention on the El:Lrnination of Discrimination against Homen"

Alternative title

"Draft Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrirn.ination against Homen" 1./

Preamble

"The states Parties to the present Convention"

Paragraph 1

Noting that the Charter of the United Nations reaffirmed faith in
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and ,mrth of the human person and
in the equal rie;hts of men and Homen".

Pararp:aDh 2

Hotinr;; that the Universal Declaration of HUInan Rights affirmed the
principle of the inadmissibility of discrimination and proclaims that all
hurnan beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and that everyone
is entitled to all the rights and freedc:mlS set forth therein, ,·Jithout dis-
tincti:Jn any kind including distinction based on sex".

Pararr-.caph 3
Hotinp; that under the International Convenants on Hu.T!B n Rights states

Parties have the obligation to secure the equal rie;hts of men and Hom£n to
enjoy all economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights" 0

Paragraph 4
"Considering the international conventions concluded under the auspices

of the United Nations and specialized agencies promoting equality of rights
of ',lOmen and men" .

New paralP'a-pl1

also the resolutions, declarations amI recommendations adopted
by the United nations and the specialized asencies to promote equality of
rights of Homen and men" 0

_ * The folloHinp; texts have been adopted 1Jy the "\-Iol'kinCS GrOUD at the
thi:rty-sccond and thirty-thiTd sessions of the General al-
ternative te::ts 01' 3J:lendments a:?pear. 0-

1/ p;.copased b:r the RO:'T,ania and fu,anda; So"t.1J;ce:
,'I:" 77:0 .-;- 0 4
":'J 0/, /c_:" .J;!, paras. u-l .
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Former 5
llConcerned, hOl,rever, that despite those various instrwnents, extensive

discri:nination against Homen continues to exist".

Former uaragraph 6
"Recalling that discrimination against Homen violates the principles

of equality of rights and respect for huraan dignity, is an obstacle to the
of Homen, on equal terms ,·rith men, in the political, social,

economic and cultUl"al life of their cnmtries, hampers the grmrth of the
prosperity of society and the family, and makes more difficult the full
development of potentialities of ,wmen in the service of their countries
and hurnanity" .

1/He", paragraph-'
"Concerned, that i!1 situations of poverty Homen have the least access

to food, health, education, training and opportunities for employment and
other needs'!.

(Former paragraph 7 was deleted.)

Former 8
He,,! conpromise text
(a) "Convinced that the of a nevr, just and equitable inter-
national econor.lic order "rill contribute significantly t01.,rards the promotion
of bet;-reen men and ,-[omen,

(b) tl1at the eradication of apartheid, of all forms of racis!;'!,
racial discrimination, colonialism and foreign domination, is essential to
the full enjo:'lment of the rights of men and "romen,

(c) that the strengthening of international peace and security,
rela.'Cation of international tension, mutual co-operation a"'long all states
irrespective of their soc:.al and economic systems, genel"al and co:n;ilc:te
disarmaP.£nt under strict and effective international control, the
of the principles of justice, equality anq,.mutual benefit in relations 8...mong
countries, and the right to self-determination 'rill promote social pro5Tess
and develop,nent and as a consequence HlT'll contribute to the: attairL'11ent of
full equality behleen men and \·I01:1en".g

The above texts Here adopted "lith the understanding that they will
De fOl'Harded to the Third Comnittee accompanied by the f'..mendJl1ents \'Thich fo l101·r .

1,1 TI1e location of this ·paragra.ph rermins to be decided. TlmlC3fer the
sponsors (Dangladesh, Indonesia, Pakistan, Singapore and Somalia) and other
delegations suggested that it shoulu precede former paragraph 8. Source:
l\./C.3 /32 /:IG.l/C1i.P.2 and A/C.3 /32 /L.59, para. 27.

g/ SOUTce: A/C.3/32/L.59, paras. 1p+-50.
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1/
/1.menQ."1ents to compromised texts-'

(a)
Sy.da.n :0.'ab Republic

Add the Hord "the'l before the ITards "neH. international economic order".

Yugoslavia

Replace the Ford Il a " by the Hord lithe" before the "lOrds "neH inter-
national economic order". Delete the \-lOrds II just and equitable" before
the Hords "internat ional economic order". After these \'IOrds add the l,;oros
"based on equity and justice tr .

(b)
Phili]uines, ROr:12nia and R"l1anda

Add the \'Tords "neocolonialismtl afteT the \·;ord trcolonialismtr.

Syrian Arab

After the \-Tords trforeign domination rt add the vTQrds t1foreign occupationll •

(c)
!'lorocco

.,'"fter the liords "the ric;ht to self-determinationtr add the 1'Tards tr as
Hell as respect of national sovereignty and territorial integrity of states" .

:?l:.ili:;mi::1es, Ro:nania and N1anda

After the ;-Tords "seneral and cO;:lplete add the \vords
"and in particular nuclear disarmG.:n.ent tr .

Syrian'..rab

:'1et2.in the Hords l'about f\mdamental rights" contained in the previous
comprorrise text.

9 ?:./Fonner

"Convinced that the full and complete development of a country,
the "I·;e1f2ore of the \-Torld, and the cause of peace requires the maximu.m
partici;:)ation of '.mmen on et'lual terms "I'Tith men in aU fields".

For::1.er nararsraph 10 )..1
in mind the great contribution of \,;omen to the development

of so far not fully recoGnized, the social siGnificance of maternity
anj of t:'e role of both parents in the and in the of children".

(':::'lle above te:::t \Tas arlo"9ted th the understandin,,; that it "I-Till be
pre s ented to the Third Connittee iIith an amencLl1ent by Mexico.)

1 I S0lITCe: :\ /c .3/32/L .59, I.annex
r;

,
S0urce: i\./C .3 /32 /L .59,c ! para. 53.

2. / , If' .,., :)2 /i,.59, I.. \. ,I ........, '/ annex
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I. General provisions

2/

Amendment by 11exico
Add at the end of the paraGraph the follm';ine;: " ...and aI·rare that the

role of HO!;)en in ::Jrocreation should not be a basis for cliscricnination but
that instead, the rearing of children requires a of
betHeen ;nen and '..;,::Jmen and society as a \'Thole ll •

Forner 11 :.!)
I'Deter:nined to implement the principles set forth in the Declaration

on the Eliminati:m of Discr:D21ination against \'Tomen and, for that purpose,
to adont the neaSUl'es required for the elimination of such discrimination
in all-its forms and manifestations".

Ne,·; paragrapl:. ?./
The Working cecided to uresent to the the

follouing hro alternative versions of this paragraph.

Byelorussian SSR

"."'.ware that the position of ,.;omen cannot be chanGed wi.thout ensurins
equality betw"een P.1en and "ramen in society a nd in the fanil;)"'.

8uefien
"P.Hare that the :position of"\'TOmen cannot be changerl ,·;ithout also a

chanc;e in the traditional role of );)en in society and in the familyll.
Eave agTeecl on the

7 /
Article 1 2/

"For the purpose of the present Convention the term "i discrimination
against '..nmen I shall mean any distinction, exclusion or restriction made
on the basis of sex "Thich has the effect of or the rmrpose of impairin[l;
or nullii'ying the recoGnition, enjoyment or exercise by \'ramen, irres"!)ective
of their marital status, on a basis of ty of men and ,'ramen, of htL'1l.an
rights , and funda.i11ental D.'eedoms in the··political, economic, social, cultural
or any other field of public life".
f\.rticle 2
Introductory sentence

The Horking: Group decided to trans:nit tI'1O versions of the introductory
sentence to the Third Committee, as follous:
Alternative versions

Introductory sentence as it appears in the Draft Convention:.

i ,- " ·C - h - +TG 1 /('RP 1 I " 1.c: .:J /:J:; ",'1 • I t.JL _. IAGa. , p. 5 .
Source: lI./C.3/32/L.59, para. 57.

""2./ Source: /\./7)+/60, annex, p. 114.

/ ...
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llThe states Parties condemn discrimination against vromen and under-
take to pUJ.'sue, by all appropriate means and vithout delay, a/policy of
elir:linating discrimination against Homen and, to this end; II

Bye10russia.11 SSR
"Tne States Parties condemn discrimination against Homen in all its

forns or limiting their equality of rights vTith men and undertake
to pursue by all means and 'l'Tithout d;:=lay a policy of eliminating
discri..'nination against ,·romen and to this end;

ParaGraph (a)
"Each state Party undertakes to embody the principle of the equality

of men and ,vomen in its national Constitution or other appro3;lriate legis-
1ation if not incorporated therein, and to ensure, throug.'f1 laH and
other e.ppropriate means, the practical realization of this principle".

He"T version of paragraph (b)

llEach state Party undertakes to adopt appropriate legislative and
other measures including sanctions ,'There appropriate , prohibiting ali
discrininatiol1 ac;ainst ,-.'Omenl' •

ITeH vel'S ion of uarap;raph (c)

llEach state Party underta!:es to estQblish lesal protection of the
rir;hts of ,wmen on an equal basis 'I'Tith men and to ensure throush competent
national tribunals and other public institutions the effective protection
of ,'lOmen aGainst any act of discrirninationll •

Eew' version of 1)aragraph (d) 2/
state Party undertakes not to enGage in any act or practice

of discri..'11ination against 'I'lOmen and to ensure that public authorities and
institutions shall act in conformity Hith this obligation!!.

ITeH veYsion of paracsraph (e)
uSach state Party shall take all 1:!.ppropriate measures to eliminate

discri.."1ination against 'I'lomen by any person, organization or enterprise ll •

ParaV'G:ph (f)
The '.Jorking Group decided to submit to the Tnird Committee the Da1'a-

graph as it appears in the Draft Convention together '\onth a.rrrendments to it.

Paragraph (f) as it appears in the Draft Conyention

uEach state Party shall talce all appropriate meaSlJxes, includin;
legislation, to modify or abolish lm;s, rErlations, cuStoDS
and practices ':.'hich are discl'irrinatOl'y to "romen". -':'1

1/ Source:
?,., Source:
.3 / Source:

pp. 6-'7.'

1: / SOUJ.'ce:

A/e.3 /32./r, .59, para. 60.
A/e.3 /32 /L .59, paras. 82-88.
A/e.3!32/L.59, annex or

/,/C.3/33/-IG.l/CRF.1f'\.dd.l, p. 15.

I ...
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Amennrr..ent

---
to delete the on t?e groyryds that it is a

repetltlon of })al'asraph (b) O.L the S3"11e artlcle. -'

United states of
Substitute para[73cph (f) by the fol101'ling: "Each state Party shall

take all aupropriate measures, legislation, with a view to
achieYing the of discrimination apainst 1vomen, ,,;hether based.
upon lal';: regulation, custo::.'1 or practice ll •

Hali
Orally pr0::90seo. to re\'Tord tl1e paragraph as follO\\Ts: "Each State

Party sh2.11 ta'.:::e ,'Tithin the f'raJ:1el·;orl\: of its policies for econonic, social
and cultural a<l\ranceY:Lent, all appropriate measures legislation,
to modify or Imis and regulations vlhich are discrDuinatory
to l'lOmenll . 2,r
Horocco

Orally sub-a.mended this ameneryent by addine; the 'dord "cus toms tl after
the l'lords Illm,;s [Lnd recrulationstr. _/

([;)

llEach State Party shall end.eavour to promote national organizations
and YJovcT:lents l.rhose purpose is tp advance the status of 1-ramen and eliminate
discl'i:':lination against the'-,l". 2/

/' I

!'\.rticle 3 5'?/
states Parties shall undertake in all fields, in particular

the pJlitical, social, and cultural, all appropriate measures, in-
cluding legislation, to enS1..lYe the full development and advancement of Homen,
for the })lU'pOSe of gllD.l'anteeing them the exercise and enjoyment of hUJuan
ri;hts and fundamental freedoms on a basis of equality 'I"ith men" •

1 I=./ uou.:cce:

'5../ SOUl'ce:
2/ Source:

Source:
'2./ Source:
6/ S01..u·ce:

A/e.3 /32/1.59/annex I.
A/e.3,r')2;1-IG.l/eRP.2; A/C.3/32/1.59, para. 85.
A/e .3/32,/1 .59, para. 86.
.A./e.3 /32 /1 .59, para. 87.

p. 7.
A/e.3/33/IG.l/CRP.l/0"1.dd.l, p. 7.

/ ...
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t " 1 4 1/Ar 1C e I -'

I'Ie", vec.'sion of :p9ragr2:9h 1

"fl.coption. by states of tem:9orary special measures airned at accelerating
de facto equality of 1mmen uith 1":1en shall not be con8idered discrimination
as defined in this Convention, but shall in no \'Jay entail, as a consequence,
the maint8nance of unequal or se:9arate standaTds and shall be discontinued
\'Then the objectives of eQ.uality of opportunity and treatment have been
achievcd".

Paraf";rnnh 2

"Adoption by states of SIJecial measures J including those neasures
contained in the present Convention, at :9rotecting maternity, shall
not be considered discriminatol'y" .

Article 5 g.l
The states Parties shall take all appropriate measures to:

1

"I. To ::1odify the social and cult1.1.ral of conduct of men
and a vielI to achieving the of prejudices and
custoI11..31':'!' and ;;.11 other p:cactices \'Thich are based on the idea of the
inferiority or the of either of the sexes or on stereotyped
role::; :01' r::en anc] i·/Omen" .

Il[eH of 2

"2. To ensure that family education includes a proper
of a social function and the of the responsi-

of both ;'Jen and ...'omen in the upbringinG; and deve lopl'Jent of their
childrcr1".

Ci
?'1e Group adopted the article as it 3.:!;rpears in the Draft

Convention the exception of Argentina. The Horldnr:; Group accepted
the .'\r[;entinicll1 sUGGestion that her amendment be submitted to the Third
Comnittee tOL;ether iTith the te;:t of 6.
Tec-:t 2S it a-::mears in the draft Convention:

";;;ach Party aGrees to l'cpeal all provisions tf national penal
codes ,;hich constitute discricnination against i·ro;nen". 2

Argentine
l.,?nlace ":1<e.tional nenal cocles" by "all rlo.tional .

[)tates ?arties shall t2.:Ce 1;..11 appropriate measures, includinc;
t:J 0.11 fortlS of traffic in iIO!i1en 2-nd

p::"'o0titution of 'fJ'Jrncn .. "

?.I in ., p. 8"
"2/ ..

4/ Source: A/e.3 ,02/1, .59, para. 107.
I ...
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II. Political rights

1 IJ'crticle 8 _:

Introductory phrase
state Party shall take a,ll appropriate rneasures to elininate

ap:ainst "mmen in the political and public life of the country
and in particula; shall ensure on equal terr!lS with l"'len, the ric;ht:"

Parav"auh (2.)
II To vote in all elections and public l'eferenda and to be eligible

for electian to all publicly elected bodies" .

Paragraph (0)
"To in the for!'lulation of government policy and the ad-

ministration thereof ann to hold public office anu all public functions
at all levels of goverrunent".

(:?aragraph (c) \"ras deleted.)

Former l)(3.ra;:;ra:9h (d)
"To participate in non-p;overrunental organizations and associations con-

cerned ,.;ith t he public and political life of the c'""mntl'Y".

2/o.rticle _I

"EClch state Party shall undertQJ:e all appropriate l"'leaSUres t8 ensure
t8 'domen on eC!ual te:c;ns i'lith nen and ,'iithout an:{ discrimination the oppor-
tunity to represent thei:: GDvermnents at the intel'national level and to par-
ticipate in the i'Tor:: of intel'national organizations".

Former article 9

'The ;'lor:dng Group decided to present tou1e 'l'hird Committee b-1O alternative
versions.

(1) of Kenya

Repl2.ce paragraph 1 by the

"lne states Farties shall grant spouses equal richts to acquire, chanGe
or retain their nationality. They shall ensure in particular that neither
marriage to an alien, dissolution of such rnarriac;e nor change of nationality
of either Syouse shall automatical17 change the othc:r. spouse's nationality
or render hiJn or her stateless. II 2,
(2) SU::Janenx-nent of the USSR to the amendment of Kenya

II 1"1112 States Parties shall r;:L'ant "omen equal rizhts to 2.cquire, change
or retain their nationality. they shall ensure il1 particular that neither
marriage to an A.lien nor change of nationality by the husband durine; rnarriage
shall 8.uto:r.atically change the nationality of the "d,ff' render her stateless
or force UT-i8n her the of the husband" . !i..!

(?arc,:p:8.Dhs ? and J of lor:ner article J I'fere !leleted.)

II Jource:
2/ Ibid.-::;,--
2/ Sources:

Source:

A/:::;.3/5:,,AlG.l/C:1P.l/,\dd.l, p. 9.

!,/C.3,!J2/L.59, para. 140 and A/C.3/32/HG.l/CRP/Ij/Add.2.
A/e.3 .l/CRI' /9.

/ ...
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Former naragTaph 4

The Grou:9 decided to present to the Tnird Committee the orir;inal
text of :r:-arngraph 4 together uith 3.':lendr.1ents submitted to it.

OrifJ;ine.l text

The states Parties agree to ';romen equal rights ,-lith men to transmit
their nationality to their children, 1.:

I

.i\.lnendm'2nts .2/
The Netherlands

Replace the i-rords "to transmit their nationality to their children"
i'.'ith the Hords "I-lith reslJect to the nationality of their children".

Al'[!;entina

:'\fter the l-rorc1s "'The states Parties" add the ,-rords "Hhere it applies".

III. Economic and social rights

Article 10 2/
Each state Party shall take all approprlac;e meaSUTes to eli:-Ilinate dis-

cl':Lmination against ,vomen and to enSUl'e to .·mmen equal rights \-lith men in the
field of education and in particular to ensure, on a basis of equality of
men and '.vor_1en:

(a) ':!'he same conditions fOl' career and vocational 8Uidance, access to
studies a:'1Q achievement of a di:r;Jlmna in educational establishments of all
cateGories iy" nu'al as ,'Tell as in Ul'ban areas; this equality shall be en-
sured in General, technical, professional and higher technical
education, as well as in all tYl"ffi of vocational training;

(b) Access to the same curricula, the exaninations, teaching staff
Hith qualifications of the same standard and school premises and equi}Jment
of the same quality;

(c) £l1e elimina.tion of any stereot:Y1?ed concept of the roles of men
and at all levels and in all forlns of education by encouraging co-
education and other of education .-;hich i-Till help to achieve this aim
and in :r;Jarticula.r by the revision of textbooks and school prograr.l1!1eS and the
ada:9tation of methods;

(r.) u1e same opportunities to benefit scholarships and other
s"cudy gra.nts;

(e) 7he opportunity for access to progr&TmeS of mntinuing
educatim, i:JcludinC adult and functional literacy prog:cmrrrnes, particularly

at at the earliest possible any Gap in education existinG
bebrcen ):len and Honen;

(f) reduction of the fer:1ale student droIl-out rates and the organ-
izatio'l of pror:;ranrrllcs for girls and \Tomen i'1ho have left school pre!:13.turely;

(;>;) same oPlJortunibies to participate actively in sports and
physical

(il) :\ccess to sj)ecific educationo.l infor:nation to help ensure the
hC1.1th -.:cll-beinc; of fanilics, inclurlin':; a:1d advice on

1 I Source:
2/ Source:
"2/ Source:

A/C.3 /5) ,AIG .l/Cnp .l/Add .1,
A/e .1,

annex, pp.

p. lU.
p. 18 or Aic.3/32/L.59, para. 162.

/ ...
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.'\rticle 11 1/

1. Each State Party shall take all measures to elirnnate dis-
crimination against in the field of in order to ensure, on
a bas is of equality o:f !11en and \'Tomed, the same rights, in particular:

(a) ''::'11e ric;ht to as an inalienable ri[::;..1}t of 211 hUJnan beings;

(b) The rie;ht to the same emploJrment o?portunities, including the
ap:?lication of the saJne criteria used for selection in rnatters of emploY1nent;

(c) The ri::;..l1t to free choice of profession and enployment, to pro-
Dation 2!ld ;job sec1..u'ity and all benefits and conditions of service, to receive
vocational trainin8 and retraininG, including apprenticeshi:?, advanced voca-
tional training and recurrent traininG;

(0) risht to eQual re:nuneration, including benefits and equal
treatJ71ent in respect of ,'ror1<: of equal value, as \'Tell as equality of treatment
in the eVe,luation of tl1e C).uality of 1fQ1.'k;

(e) The ri::;ht to social security, :?31'ticularly in the case of retire-
J-:'lent, unemp1o;,'"ment, invalic.ism, and old aGe and other incapacity
to HOrf.:, as uell as the rirsht to paid leave;

(f) :::'lle riGht to protection of health and to safety in the ,,;orldng
envirorrnent, includins safe0l1ardine; the function of re:?roduction.

2. In order to :01revent discri:rnin3.tion a:sainst ,,!Omen on accolmt of marriage
or maternity and to enSill'e theil' effective right to \;ork, the states ?arties
shall undertaJ:e a:ppropriate measures:

(a) :'0 prohibit, subject to the L'Upcsitian of sanctions, disr:ussal on
the (3rOU:1GS of preC;l1a;1cy or leave and cliscriIninatiol1 in dismissals
on the oasis of status;

(b) 70 introduce ::Jaid leuve or leave \'lith comparable social benefits
for r::aternit:,r ,ritho1..l.'c loss of the job held, seniority or social allmrances;

(c) encolrraGe the provision of the necessary social
services to en3.ble parents to combine family obligations \-rith ,'lark rcspons ibilities
and i:1 public life, in particular through promoting the establish-
me::.t ::lnd clevelopment of a ne-b.mrk of child-care facilities;

(r'i) To extend special protection to ,'ramen durin[S pregnancy for tY']Jes
of Iwrk proved to be harmful to them.

:5. Protective lezislation should be revie,·red periodically in the light of
scientific ond technological Immvledge and should be revised, repealed or
extended as necessary.

_2/Article 12

1. Each state Party shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate dis-
criniE3.tion ac;ainst l'Tonen in the field of health care in order to ensill'c, on
a basis ot cqunlity of r:1en and ,wmen, access to health care services, includinG;
those related to family plannin8.

l/Source: A/32/60, annex, pp. 45-46.
2,1 S,:mrce: A/51.( /60, annex, p. 46.

/ ...
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2. EotHiths-Ganding the provisions of paragraph 1 above, each state Party
shall enSUl'e to ,·,omen approprinte services in connexion ,·rith con-
finement and the post-natal J;le:ciocl, v.'anting free services "There necessar:,r,
a s \'Jell as adequate nutrition GUl'ing preGnancy and lactation.

1/Article 13

Each state Party shall take all appropriate measw'es to eliminate dis-
crimination against l·romen in other areas of economic and social life in order
to ensure, on a basis of equaJity of men and Ilomen, the same rights, in
particular:

(a) '1'he ri8ht to family benefits;

(b) The to 1J3.nk loans, and other fOr.'lS of financial
credit;

(c) '1'11e l'i:;ht to partici]XJ. te in recreational activities, sports and
in all aSDects of cultUl'al life.

2./Article

1. State shall take into account the J;lurticular problems faced
by rural i.'OY:len and the significant roles they play in the economic survival
of their families, includinG their \'101':, in the non-monetized sectors of the
economy, and shall take all alJ}Jropriate measw'es to ensure the u:?::?lication
of the IJrovisions of thj.s Convcntion to lIoYD2n in rUl'al areas.

2. :Such 3tate sho.ll to.';:e ccll to el:L'1'.inate dis-
crLninatio!l aGainst ,'!'lmen in rural areas in order to ensure; on a bas is of
equality 0:E' nen and "Tom2n, participation in and benefits from rural develo:::J!"ent
and, in :::Jarticular, the rir;ht:

(a) To participate; in t:'1e forr.mlation 2.nd :i.!l:r;JlcY:1entatj.on of clevelo2Jf.1.ent
at all 2

includinG; in-(b)
formation,

(c)

(rl)
includinG
eztension

'I'o have access to adeoua.te health care facilities;
and services in family planninG;

To benefit clirectly social security procsranunes;

To obtain all typcs of and education, and
fu'1ctional lite::.'acy; as ,'rell as the benefit of all cOJ1!.nunity and
services, inter alia, to increase their technical proficiency;

(e) To orGanize self-help 15TOUpS and co-ogel'atives in order to obtain
equal Ci.ccess to economic opportunities through or self-employment;

']0 pnrticipate in all cOlnr.1Unity activitics;

(r,) L'o have access to ar:;ricultural credit and loal1s, facilities;
appropriate technolo[Qf and eQual treatment in land and Qv'arian l'eform as "Tell
as in land l'csettlement

(;1) 'ro enjoy a,lequate livinr; conditions, particularly in relation to
housinc::, sanitation, electricit.'r and \-Tater transport 2.nd co:nrnuYlicCltions.

1 ; A /54/60, annex, p. 46.
Ib2-d., pp. 46-47 unless otherwise indicated.

2/ Somce: A/34 /60 /Corr .2.
I ...
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IV. Civil and family rights

1 !
Article 15 ::=.'

1. Tne states Parties shall accord to 1'lOillCn equality 1'rith men before the la1·r.

2. The states Parties shall accord to 1vomen a civil and le8a l capacity
identical to that of men and the same opportunities to exercise that ca:!?acity.
Tney shall in particular Give them equal riGhts to conclude contracts and ad-
minister pl'operty and treat them equally in all stages of procedure in courts
and tribunals.
3. states Parties that all contract and all other instrwnents
of any 1'Tith le[';al e:'fect directed at rer;+;ricting the legal capacity of
\fomen shall be deened null and void.
4. The stntes Parties shall accord to lnen c.nd 1·ro:nen the same rights Hith
regard to the la1·r on the movement of persons and the freedol:l to choose their
residence and donucile.

Article 16 2/

1. Each state Party shall take all apl)ropriate t.1eaSUl'EB to eliminate dis-
criminatio'l. against 1'mmen in all matters relating to marriage and family
relations and in l)articular sh8.11 cnsu.re, on a basis of equality of men and 1,"OL1en;

(a) The riGht to enter into marriage;

(b) The same right to free choice of a spouse and to enter into marria!;e
only Hitl1 their free [lnd full c:msent;

(c) 'The sa.me !'ir;hts and. rcs:!:)onsibilities during J'1arriage and at its
dissolution;

(d) The same rights and responsibilities as parents, irrespective of
their marital status, in matters relating 'to their childTen; in all cases the
interests of the children shall be paramount;

(e) The same rishts to decide freely and responsibly on the and
spacinG o:f their children and to have access to the information, education and
means to enable them to exercise this right;

(:r) The sarae rishts and responsibilities Hith reGard to guardianship,
'i·rardship, trusteeship and adoption of children, or similar social forms Hhen
these exist in national legislation. In all cases the interest of
the children shall be paranonnt;

(d The S3..!;,\e personal rights of husband and '·...ife, includinG the
to choose a a and an occupation;

(h) '_me same rights for both SDouses in resDect of the m:ncrshiu-- "- ,
acquisition, !:1.3.no.6cnent, aclministl'ation, en,jo:\-'".:-;lent and disj)osition of Dro!Jcrty,
,:."hethel' free of or for a ve.luable cons ideration 0

1 I :3olJ.:!:'"ce: , 8IineX, 47.--' p.
r: / 301.:C:"ce: , annex, 48.::::"' p.

/. "
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2. The and the f.1.arriage of a child shall have no legal effect
and all necessary Hction il1clw1inc; legislo.tion, shall be to.ken to specify
a minbm:l aGe for :r:mrriage [mel. to make the registration of 'lmrriages in an
official reGistry


