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V. TEXT OF THE DRAFT CONVENTICN AS OF THE END
OF THE THIRTY-THIRD SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY™®

Title

"Draft Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women"

Alternative title

1/

"Draft Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women' =

Prearble

"The States Parties to the present Convention"

Paragravh 1

Noting that the Charter of the United Nations rearffirmed faith in
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and
in the equal rights of men and women".

Paragravh 2

Hoting that the Universal Declaraticn of Human Rights affirmed the
orinciple of the inadmissibility of diserimination and proclaims that all
human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and that everyone
is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth therein, without dis-
tinction of any kind including distinction based on sex".
Paraaraph 3

Hoting that under the International Convenants on Humen Rights States
Parties have the obligation to secure the eaual rights of men and women to
enjoy all ecounomic, social, cultural, civil and political rights".
Paragravh U

"Considering the international conventions concluded under the ausvices
of the United Nations and specialized agencies promoting equality of rights
of women and men".

New varagraph

"Tloting also the resolutions, declarations and recommendations adopted
by the United Mations and the specialized agencies to promote equality of
rights of women and men".

*

) The following texts have been adopted by the Vorking Group at the
thirty-sccond and thirty-third sessions of the General Assembly unless al-
ternative texuts or anmendments avnvear.
/ 3 R R T ) .
1/ Proposed by the Fhilinwines, Romania and Rwanda; Source:

A/2.5752 5.5, paras. O-1k.



Former varagravh 5

“"Concerned, however, that despite those various instruments, extensive
iscrimination against women continues to exist".

ol
Former varagraph 6

"Recalling that discrimination against women violates the principles
of equality of rights and respect for human dignity, is an obstacle to the
participation of women, on equal terms with men, in the political, social,
economic and cultural life of their cuntries, hampers the growth of the
prosperity of society and the family, and makes more difficult the full
development of potentialities of women in the service of their countries
and humanity".

1/
Wew paragraph—’

’

"Concerned, that in situations of poverty women have the least access
to food, health, education, training and opportunities for employment and
other needs".

(Former paragraph 7 was deleted.)

Former vparagravh S

New compromise text

(2) “"Convinced that the establishment of a new, just and equitable inter-
national econonic order will contribute significantly towards the promotion
of ecuality between men and women,

(b) Emphasizinz that the eradication of apartheid, of all forms of racisni,
racial discrimination, colonialism and foreign domination, is essential to
the full enjoyment of the rights of men and women,

(A Al

(c) Affirming that the strengthening of internationsl peace and security,
relaxation of international tension, mutuwal co-operation among all States
irrespective of their social and economic systems, general and comnlete
disarmament under strict and effective international control, the affirmation
of the principles of justice, equality and mutual benefit in relations among
countries, and the right tc self-determination will promote social progress
and develoopment and as a conseguence will contribute to the attainment of
full equality between men and women" .=

The above texts were adopted with the understanding that they will
be forwarded to the Third Commnittee accompanied by the amendments which follow.

1/ The location of this paragraph remains to be decided. Towever the
sponsors (Bangladesh, Indonesia, Pakistan, Singapore and Somalia) and other
delegations suggested that it should vrecede former paragraph 8. Source:
A/C.3/352/41G.1 /CRP.2 and A /.3 /52 /1..59, para. 27.

2/ Source: A/C.3/32/1.59, paras. hu-50.
< /o2, 9,
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l/
Amendments to compromised texts—’

(a)
Syrian Arab Republic

t

£dd the word "the" pefore the words Ynew intermational economic order'

Yugoslavia

Replace the word a by the word "the" before the words "new inter-
national economic ordexr". Delete the words "just and equitable'" before
the words '"international economic order". After these words add the words
"based on equity and justice' —

Philivpines, Romania and Rwanda

Add the words "neocolonialisnm" after the word "colonialism'

Syrian Arab Republic

mination" add the words "foreien occupation"

-

After the words "foreign do
(c)
sorocco
After th
2

e ricsht to self-determination”™ add the words “as
well as respect O

ords '"the
f national sovereignty and territorial integrity of States"

Thilipniaes, Romania and Rwanda

After the words "“meneral and complete disarmament” add the words
"and in narticular nuclear disarmament' .

Syrian “rabh Renublic

Retzin the words "about fundamental rights" contained in the previous
comprorise text.

"Convinced that the full and complete development of a country,
the welfare of the world, and the cause of peace requires the maximum
pl Ka pl
narticination of women on equal terms with men in all fields"

nl 7/
Yormer paragraph 10 2

"Bearine in mind the great contribution of women

of society, so Tar not fully recogni ed. the social

o the development
s5izni
and of the role of both rvarents in the family and in the

ficance of malternity
e rearing of children"

& GI‘Z‘ ct

(™e above text was adonted with the understandinz that it will be
presented to the Third Committee with an amendment by Mexico.)

2/ Source: AX.3/32/L.59, para. 53.
5./ 0 /.3 42 7,,59, annex I.



Amendment by Mexico

Add at the end of the paragraph the following: "...and aware that the
role of women in mrocreation should not he a basis for discrimination but
that instead, the—rearing of children reguires a sharing of responsibility
between men and women and society as a whole'.

/
Former paragravh 1l Y

"Determined to implement the princinles set forth in the Declaration
on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and, for that purpose,
to adopt the measures required for the elimination of such discrimination
in all its forms and manifestations".

New paragraph 2/

The Working Group decided to present to the Third Committee the
following two alternative versions of this paragraph.

Byelorussian SSR

“aware that the position of women cannot be changed without ensuring
equality between men and women in society eand in the family".

Streden

"iyare that the position of women cannot be changed without alsoc a
change in the traditional role of men in society and in the family".

Have apgreed on the Tollowing:

I. General provisions

= /

Article 1 2/
"For the purrvose of the present Convention the term "discrimination

against women' shall mean any distinction, exclusion or restriction made
on the basis of sex which has the effect of or the purpose of impairing
or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise by women, irresnective
of their marital status, on a basis of equality of men and women, of huwnan
rights,and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural
or any other field of public life".

Article 2

Introductory sentence

The Working Group decided to transmit two versions of the introductory
sentence to the Third Committee, as follows:

ternative versions

Introductory sentence as itV appears in the Draft Convention:

17 4,C.5A3 46,1 /CRP.1 /AdA.L, p.5.
2/ Source: AJC.3/32/L.59, para. S7.

5/ Sowece: A/h/60, annex, p. hu.



"The States Parties condemn discrimination against women and under-
take to pursue, by all appropriate means and without delay, a policy of
eliminating discrimination agzinst women and, to this end;" 1/

Byelorussian SSR

"The States Parties condemn discrimination against women in all its
forms denying or limiting their equality of rights with men and undertake
to pursue by 2ll appropriate means and without delay a policy of eliminating

discrimination against women and to this end;”g/

Paragraph (a)

"Fach State Party undertakes to embody the principle of the equality
of men and women in its national Constitution or other approvriate legis-
lation if not wvet incorporated therein, and to ensure, through law and
other zpprovriate means, the practical realization of this principle'.

"Bach State Parby undertakes to adopt appropriate legislative and
other measures including sanctions where appropriate, prohibiting all
discriminatbion against women".

HNew version of paragraph

Tew version of varagraph (c)

"Bach State Party undertalkes to establish legal protection of the
rights of women on an equal basis with men and to ensure through competent
national tribunals and other public institutions the effective protection
of women against any act of discrimination".

) 2/

Wew version of maragraph (4

“mach State Party undertakes not to engage in any act or practice
of discrimination against women and to ensure that public authorities and
institutions shall act in conformity with this obligation".

)i/

"Sach State Party shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination ageinst women by any person, organization or enternrise'.

ey version of paragraph (e

Paragraph (f)

The "Torking Group decided to submit to the Third Committee the vara-
graph as it appears in the Draft Convention together with amendments to it.

Paragraph (f) as it appears in the Draft Convention

"Bach State Party shall take all appropriate measures, including
legislation, to modify or abolish existing laws, rE%ulations, custons,
and practices which are discriminatory to women'. Z/

1/ Source: A/.3/32/L.59, para. 60.
Source: A /.3/32/1,.59, paras. 82-88.

P
3/ Source: A/C.3/52/0.59, annex or A/C.3/33A41G.1/CRP.1 /Add.1,

L / Source: A3 /53A4G.1/RP.LAAA.L, P 15.



Amendment

Kenva

Provosed to delete the paragraph on the gro nds that it is a
revetition of paragraph (b) of the same article. =/

United States of America
Substitute paragraph (f) by the following: "Each State Party shall

take all appropriate measures, including legislation, with a view to
achieving the elimination of discrimination_against women, whether based

upon law, regulation, custom or practice'. Z/

Mali

Orally nroposed to reword the paragraph as follows: "Each State
Party shall take within the framework of its volicies for economic, social
and culbtural advancement, all appropriate measures including legislation,
to modify oy aholish existing laws and regulations which are discriminatory
to vomen". 2
Morocco

Orally sub-amended this amengm@nt by adding the word "custonms" after
the words "laws and regulations™. X/

Paresrenh (o)

tr . L 3 3 s

Each State Party shall endeavour to promote national organizations
and mevenents whose purpose 1s_tp advance the status of women and eliminate
discrimination against then''. 27/
6/

-

Article 3

'"The States Parties shall undertake in all fields, in particular
the political, social, economic and cultural, all appropriate measures, in-
cluding legislation, to ensure the full development and advancenent of women
for the purpose of guaranteeing them the exercise and enjoyment of human ’
richts and fundamental freedoms on a basis of equality with men".

/ Bource: A /.3 /32/1,.59/annex I.

Sowrce: A/.3/532A1G6.1/CRP.2; A /.3 /32 /1,59, para. 85.
Source: A/.3/32/L.59, para. 86.

Source: A/L.3/32/1.59, para. 87.

Source: A/.3/33/0.1/CRP.1/M4d.1, p. 7.

Source: A/L.3/A3M4G.1/CRP.1/AdA4A.1, p. 7.

fro -

M

e TN T T T

[.Q\ N



1/
Article L =

Hlew version of wparagraph 1

'sdoption by States of temporary special measures aimed at accelerating
de facto eguality of women with men shall not be considered discr imination
2s defined in this Convention, but shall in no vay entail, as & conseguence,
the maintenance of unequal or sevarate standerds and shall be discontinued
when the objectives of egquality of opportunity and treatment have been
achieved".

?ara'runh 2

- .

"Adoption by States of special measures, including those measures

contained in the present Convention, aimed at protecting maternity, shall
not e considered discriminatory"
2/

Article 5 =
The States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to:
Paragranh 1

"l. To modify the social and cultural patterns of conduct of men
and wonen, with a view to achieving the elimination of prejudices and
mary and 21l other practices which are based on the idea of the
inferiority or the Su“G“lOTWtV of either of the sexes or on stercecotyped
for men and women'

New version of waragraph 2

7. To ensure that family education includes a proper understanding
o? mate:ni ¥y as a social fu‘ tion and the recognition of the corrion responsi-
oth men and women in the urbringing and development of their

cthd:eﬂ'
Article O

Tne YWorking Group adopted the article as it avppears in the Draft
Convention with the excepticon of krge1t1na. The Working CGroup accepted
the Argentinian suggestion that her amendment be submitted teo the Third

Comnittee tosether with the bewh oF Article 6,

Text as it avvears in the draft Convention

-~

grees to repeal all provisiong pof national penal
rimination against women"

"Tach Otate Party agy
codes whnich constitute disc

Argentine amendment

1 151

Renlace "motional menal codes' by "all rotional legislation”.

L

L/ Source: A/L.3/32/L.59, para. 107.
/oos
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II. Political rights

l-/
Article 8 =

Introductory phrase

"rach State Party shall take sll avpropriate measures to clinminate
discrimination against women inthe pOllulC&l and public life of the country
and in particular shall ensure on cqual terms with men, the right:"

Paragravh (z2)

P vobe in all elections and public referenda and to be eligible
- by . N 1
for election to all nublicly elected bodies"
Paragravh (b)
"To particivate in the formulation of government rolicy and the ad-
ministration thereof and to hold public office and perform all public functions

at all levels of government'.

(Paragraph {c) was deleted.)

Former waragraph (d)

"7g particivate in non-govermmental orzanizations and associations con-
cerned with the public and nolitical life of the country".

ilew article
"Each State Party shall undertoke all appropriate measures to ensure

to women on egual terms with men and without any discrimination the ODROY -

tunity to renresent their Governments at the international level and to par-

ticimate in the work of international organizations'.

"ormer article 9

Parasranh L

The Yorking Group decided to present tothe Third Commitiee two alternative
versions.

(1} Amcndment of Kenva

o

Replace paragraph 1 by the following:

"The 3tates Parties shall grant spouses equal rights to acquire, change
or retain Their nationality. They shall ensure in particular that neither
marriage to an alien., dissolubion of such marriage nor change of nationality
of either smouse shall automaLlcalLy change the other spouse's naticnality
or render hin or her stateless." 2/

(2) Subamendment ol the USSR to the amendment of Kenya

"The States Parties shall crant women cqual rishts to acguire, change
or retain their nationality. ‘'they shall ensure in particular that neither
marriage teo an alien nor change of nationality by the husband during marriage
shall automatically change the nationality of the wife, render her stateless

) /

)
or force upon her the n~tionality of the husband". %

-

(Parasravhs 2 and 5 of Tormer article 9 were deleted.)

1/ Source: 4 /C.3/53A4G.1/3P.1/Add.L, p. 9.

E sources: 1 /0.3 /32 /1,.59, para. 14O and A/C.3/32/WG.1/CRP/8/Add.2.
IG.1/CRP /9.
/o..
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Former paragraph 4

The Working Grouw decided to present to the Third Committee the original
text of varagraph b together vwith amendments submitted to it.

Original text

The States Parties agree to g-ang vomen egual rights with men to transmit
their nationality to their childwren. L/

,2/
fLmendments </

The Netherlands

Replace the words "to transmit their nationality to their children”
with the words "with respect to the nationality of their children®.
Armentina

After the words "The States Parties" add the words "where it applies'.

IIT. ZIconomic and social rights

J/

Article 10 =

Bach State Party shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate dis-
crimination against women and to ensure to women egual rights with men in the
field of education and in particular to ensure, on a basis of equality of
men and wonen:

{a) The same conditions Ffor career and vocational guidance, access to
studies and achievement of a dinloma in educational establishments of all
categories in rural as well as in urben areas; this equality shall he en-
sured in »pre-schooling, general, technical, professional and higher technical

education, as well as in 2ll tyms of vocational training;

(b) Access to the same curricula, the same examinations, teaching staff
with gualifications of the same standard and school premises and equipment
of the same quality;

(¢) The eclimination of any stereotyped concept of the roles of men
and women at all levels and in 2ll forms of education by encouraging co-
education and other types of education which will help to achieve this aim
and in particular by the revision of textbooks and school prograrmes and the
adaptation of teaching methods;

(¢) The same opporbunities tec benefit from scholarships and other
steudy grants;

{(e) The same opporbunity for access to programmes of o ntinuing
education, including adult and functional literacy programmes, particularly
aimed at reducing, at the earliest vossible time, any gap in education existing
between men and woren;

(f}  The reduction of the female student drop-out rates and the organ-
ization of promrammes for girls and women who have left school prematurely;

(=) “he same opportunitbies to participvate actively in sports and
physical education:

(h) Access to specific educational information to help ensure the
nealth and wrell-beinz of fanmilies, including information and advice on

.

Tomdily nlanning.

"Source: AJC.3/35 AG.1/CRP.1/Add.1, p. 18.
/ Source: A/C.3/33MG.1L/CRP.1/Add.1, p. 18 or A/C.3/32/L.59, para. 162.
/ Scurce: A/34/60, annex, pp. bh-k5. )

I
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1/

Article 11 =/

1. Bach State Party shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate dis-
crimination against women in the field of employment in order to ensure, on
a basis of equality of men and womer, the same rights, in particular:

(a2) The right to work as an inalienable right of 211 human beings;

(b) The right to the same employment opportunities, including the

application of the same criteria used for selecticon in matbers of employment;

(c) The richt to free choice of profession and employment, %o pro-
riotion and job security and all benefits and conditiocns of service, to receive
vocational training and retraining, including apprenticeship, advanced voca-
tional training and recurrent training;

(4) The richt to equal remunerstion, including benefits and ecual
treatment in reswect of work of equal value, as well as eguality of treatment
in the evaluaticn of the aguality of work:

(e) The right to social security, varticularly in the case of retire-

ment, unemployment, sickness, invalidism and old age and other incapacity
to work, as well as the right to paid leave;

(f) Te right to protecction of health and to safety in the working
enviromnent, including safezuarding the function of reproduction.

2. In order to nrevent discrimination against women on account of marriage
or maternity and to ensure their effective right to work, the States Parties
shall undertalke anppropriate measures:

(a) ™o wrohibit, subject to the impcsition of sanctions, dismissal on
the grounds of nregnancy or maternity leave and discriminaetion in dismissals
on the bvasis of marital sbatus;

() To dintroduce oaid leave or leave with comparable social benefits

for maternity without loss of the job held, senlority or social allowances;

(c) To encourage the provision of the necessary supporting social
services o enable parents to combine family obligations with work responsibilities
and yperticination in public life, in particular through promoting the establish-
ment and development of a network of child-care facilities;

(d) To extend special protection to women during pregnancy for types
of work proved to be harmful to them.

“3

3. Protective legislation should be reviewed periodically in the light of
scientific and technological knowledge and should be revised, repealed or
extended as necessary.

e 2/
Article 12 —

1. Each Stale Party shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate dis-
crinination agains® wonen in the field of health care in order to ensure, on

a hasis of equality of men and women, access to health care services, including
those relaved to family vplanning.

1/ Source: A/32/60, annex, pp. L5-L46.

2/ source: A/3h 6o, annex, p. Lb.

/oo
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shall ensure to women approvriate

Tinement and the post-natal period,
as well as

Article 13 —

1/

~-11-

Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 above, each State Party

services in connexion with pregnrancy, con—

granting free sexrvices where necessary,
adeguate nutrition cuwring pregnancy and lactation.

Each State Party shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate dis-
crimination against women in other areas of economic and social life in order
to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women, the same rights, in
particular:

(a

(b}  The right 4o

) 'The right to

bank loans, morisages ¢

family benefits;

and other forms of financial

credit;
(c) The rizht to varticipete in recreaticnal activities. svorts and
in all aspects of ul*uraW life.
/
Article b 2/
1. Bach 3tate Party shall teke into account the particular problems faced

by rural women and the significant roles they play in the economic survival
including their worik in the non-monetized sectors of the

of their
econony,

of the mrovisicns of

2.

familie

S,

and shall take all anpronriate measures Lo ensure the aovniication

S

mach Suate

.;.

rty shall

taxe

crimination against women in rurs

eguality of
and, in »articular,
(a)
planninz a2t
(1)
Tormation,
(e)
(a)

including
extension

(e)

access to economic opporbunities through employment or

equal

as

Y

-~y
=7
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land

(i

housin~

1
s

b

\

nen and women, o

services s

To participate

-

c
.
$SNVIM

the rig

T enjoy adeauate

sanitation, electric

=

ol

/ Ibid., pp.
A /3l 50 foorr

/e

a0wurece

/ Source:

roi

1

To Dartlcwnntg in the formu
all levels 2

To obtain all types of
functional literacy,
inter alia,

as

in all

To have access to esgricultural cre edit
p bafe} D*lutp technolomy and equal treatment in 1
regettlement schemes;

Tivi
ity

A /34/60, annex,

.2,

2ll omprooriate
reas in order
ation in and benefits from rural develownment

1a
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7o have access to adequate health care
counselling and services in family planning;

mes
to

Tac

this Convention to woren in rural arezs.

sures to eliminate dis-
ensure, on a basis of

e

lstion and implementation of develonment

ilities, including in-

To benefit directly from social security programmes:

training and education, Tormal and non-Fformal,
well as the benefit of all community and

to increase their technical proficiencys;

To organize self-help groups and co-oneratives in order to obtain
sel

f-emnloyment;

commmity activities;

nr; conditions,
and water suonply

p. 46,

’f' 2]

W6-LT unless otherwise indicated.
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IV. Civil and family rights

1/
Article 15 =/
1. The States Parties shall accord to women equality with men before the law.
2. The States Parties shall accord to women a civil and legal capacity

identical 4o that of men and the same opportunities to exercise that canacity.
They shall in particular give them equal rights to conclude contracts and ad-
minister property and treat them equally in all stages of procedure in courts
and tribunals.

3. States Parties agree that all contract and all other private instruments
of any kind with legal effect directed at restricting the legal canacity of
women shall be deenmed null and void.

L. The States Parties shall accord to men and women the same rights with
regard to the law on the movement of persons and the freedom to choose their
residence and domicile.

Article 16 2/

1. Fach State Party shall take all avpropriate measures to eliminate dis-

crimination against women in all matters relating to marriage and family

relations and in particular shall ensure, on a hasis of equality of men and vonen:
(a) The same right to enter into marriage;

(b) The same right to free choice of a spouse and to enter into marriage

only with their free and full consent;
(c) The same rights and resvonsibilities during marriage and at its

dissolution;

(@) The same rights and responsibilities as parents, irrespective of
their marital status, in matters relating to their children; in all cases the
interests of the children shall be paramount;

(e) The same rights to decide freely and resvonsibly on the number and
spacing of their children and to have access to the information, education and
means to cnable them to exercise this right;

(f) The same rights and responsibilities with resard to guardianship,
wvardship, trusteeship and adoption of children, or similar social forms when
4.

these concents exist in national legislation. In all cases the interest of
the children shall he paramount;

()  The saume personal rights of husband and wife, including the right
to choose a Tfamily name, a profession and an occupation;

(h) The same rights for bhoth spouses in resvect of the ovnershin,
acqauisivion, manasgerent, administration, enjovuient and disnosition of oronerty,
hether free of charze or for a veluable consideration.

A/34/60, annex, p. LT,

d
<
o
fz
(@]
(D]

/ Source: A/34/60, annex, p. ULB.

[a®)



2. The Dbelbrothal and the marriag
and all necessary action includin 5
a minimva age for marriage and to make the re
official registry compulsory.

of a child shall have no legal effect
islati 11 be taken to specify
tion of marriages in an



