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Draft Convention on the Ellmlnatlon of
Dlscrlmlnatlon against Women

Decisions taken by the Working Group on the Draft Convention
on the Elimination of Discrimination agalnst Women up to and
including- its 10th meeting

(21 October-18 November 1977)

Title
"Draft Conventlon on the Ellmlnatlon of Discrimination against Women"

Amendment by Romsnia, the Phlllpplnes and Rwanda

Replace the title by the following:
"Draft Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination sgainst Women"

The Working Group considered the title at its 2nd meeting on
25 October 1977 and postponed decision on it. :

Preamble

Pirst paragraph: Adopted by consensus at the 2nd meetlng on
25 October 1977. The text reads as follows:

"The States Partles to the present Conventlon

Notlng that the Charter of the Unlted Natlons reafflrmed faith in
fundamental humen rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person
and in the equal rights of men and women,"
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Second paragraph: Adopted at the Uth meeting on 28 October 1977. The
text reads as follows:

"Noting that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms the
principle of the inadmissibility of discrimination and proclaims that all
human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and that
everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth therein,
without distinction of any kind, including distinction based on sex,"

Third paragreph: Adopted by consensus as drafted by 1nterested_delegatlons_
at the Tth meeting on 11 November 1977. The text reads as follows:

"Noting that under the International Covenants on Human Rights States
Parties have the obligation to ‘secure the equel. rights ‘of men. .gnd women to
enjoy all economic, soc1a1, cultural, civil and polltlcal rights,"

Fourth paragraph: Adopted by consensus as orally amended by the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics and the Byelorussien ‘Soviet Socialist Republic at the
2nd meeting on a5 Qctober 1977, the text reads as follows: . ..

"Considering the international oonventions cohcluded under the
auspices of the United Natlons and the spec1a11zed agencies promoting
equality of rights of women and ‘men,"

Fifth paragraph (new parsgraph, orslly submitted by Denmark): Adopted by
consensus st the 2nd meeting on 25 October 1977. The text reads as follows:
oo L "‘U - e
'Notlng also the resolutions, aeclaratlons and’ recommendatlons f
adopted by the United Nations and the spe01a11zed(agenc1es to promote
equality of rights of women and men,' - . PR .

Sixth paragraph (former fifth paragraph):  Adopted by 'consensus st the
2nd meetﬁng.on 25‘October.l977 The. text reads as follows
5 I
"Concerned, however, ‘that despite those various 1nstruments,
extensive dlscr1m1nat1on against women contlnues to ex1st'"

o

Seventh paragraph (former sixth paragraph): Adopted by consensus at the
3rd meeting on 27 October 1977. The text reads as follows:

"Recalllng that dlscrlmlnatlon agalnst womer’ vlolates the principles
of equality of rights and respect for himan dlgnlty, is" an obstacle to
the participation of wemen, on, equal terms with men, in the political,
social, economic and cultural ‘life- ‘of theiy- countrles, kampers: the growth
of the prosperity of society .and the. f&mlly, and. makes more difficult the
full development of the potentlal;tles of womqn 1n the serv1ce of thelr
countries and humanity." L - : S
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New paragraph (submitted by Bangladesh Indonesia, Pakisten' Singapore aﬁd‘
Somalia (A/C.3/32/WG.1/CRP. 2)): Adopted by consensus at the 3rd meeting on
27 October 1977, place to be decided, The text reads as follows.: :

"Concerned that in situations of poverty women have the least access
to food, heslth, educatlon, training, and opportunltles for employment
and other needs," . .

Eighth paragraph (former seventh paragraph) Deleted at the Tth meeting
on 11 November 1977, . _

Nlntn_paragraph (former eighth paragraph) The discussion was postponed
at the 3rd meeting on 27 October 1977, ' S -

The fbllow1ng compromlse texts were submitted. The first was proposed by
some interested delegatlons gt the Tth meeting on 11 November 1977. It reads.
as follows: o

"Convinced that the establishment of a new, Just and equitable
international economic order will contribute significantly toward the
promotlon of equality between men and women,

Emghas1z1ng that the eradication of gpartheid, of all forms of
racism, racial discrimination, colonialism and foreign domination, is
essentlal to the full enjoyment of the rights of men and women,

N rming that the strengthenlng of internationsl peace and security,
relaxstion of international tens1on, mutual co-operation smong all States v
irrespective of their social and economic systems, general and complete
disarmament under strict and effective international control, the
affirmation of the principles of justice, equality and mutusl benefit in
relations among countries, and the right to self-determination are of -
paramount importance in promoting fundamental rlghts, in the achievement of
whieh women ghould play their full part," v :

The second compromise text was proposed by Australla at the 8th meeting
on November 1977, It reads as follows:

MConvinced that the establlshment of ) new, Just ‘and equltable
1nternatlonal economic order Wlll contribute significantly toward the
promotlon of equality between men and women,,

v Emgha51z1n5 thet - the eradication of a@artheld of all foxms of. .
racism, racial dlscrlmanatlon, colonialism and foreign’ ‘domination. is- of
paramount importance to the full enjoyment of the rights’of men and women,

"Affirming that women and men should play an equal part in the
strengthening of international peace and security, relaxation of international
tension, mutual co-operation among all States irrespective of their social
and economic systems, general and complete disarmament under atrict and
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effective intemational cohtrol, the affirmation of the prineiplés of
Justice, equality and mutual benefit in relations amonf countries, and the
~implementation of the right to self-determination," o

TenthAparagfaph (former ninth parsgraph): Adopted by consensus: at the
3rd meeting on 27 October 1977. The text reads as follows:

Convinced that the full and complete development of a country, tHe
welfare of the world, and the cause of peace requires the maximum part1c1pat10n
of women on equal terms with men in all fields,"

Eleventh paragraph (former tenth paragraph): Adopted by consensus as.orally
emended by Ireland at the 3rd meeting on 27 Octdber 1977, with the understanding
that it will be presented to the Third Committee together with the amendment
introduced by Mexico contained in A/C.3/32/WG.1/CRP.2. The text reads as follows:

'Bearlng in mind the greai contribution of women to the development. of
society, so far not. fully recognized, the socisal 51gn1flcance of maternity
and of the role of both. parents in the feamily and in the rearlng of chlldren,

The amendment by Mexico (A/C.3/32/WG.1/CRP.2) reads as follows.

"... and aware that the fole of women in procreation should not-be
a basis for discrimination but that, instead, the rearing of children - .
requires a sharing of responsibility between men and women and society as
a-whole,"

New paragraph: Introduced by the representative of Sweden at the bth meetlng
on 28 October 1977 (A/32/218/Add.l, para. 16). The representative of the
Byelorussien Soviet Socialist Republlc submitted an alternative wording. The
Working Group was unable to reach a consensus on this paragraph and decided to
present two alternative versions to the Third Commlttee

(1) Sweden

"Aware that the p051t10n of woren cannot be changed without narrowing
the existing differences in the role of men and women in the socliéty and
the family," ¥

(2) Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic

"Aware that the position of women cannot be changed w1thout ensuring
equality between men and women in the soc1ety and the family,"

Twelfth parggragg_(former eleventh paragraph): Adopted by consensus at the
th meeting on 28 October 1977, as orally amended by the Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics., The text reads as follows:

T
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"Detgrgineg to implement the principles set forth in the Declaration
on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women end, for that purpose,

to adOp?“the measures required for the elimination of such discrimination
in-all its forms and manifestations, B

3 MR PR R -
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"Have agreed on the following:"

Article 1: Adopted by consensug as amended by ‘the Netherleands

§A§-3/32/WG'-1/ CRP.8) at the 5th meeting on 3 November 1977. The text reads as
ollows: . ' ,

"For the purpose of the present Convention the term 'discrimination
against women' shall mean any distinction, exclusion or restriction made
on the basis of sex which has the effect of or the purpose of impairing
or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise by women, on & basis
of equality of men and women, of human rights and fundemental freedoms in
the Ii’olitical, economic, social, cultural or any other field of public
life. ‘ ‘ '

Article 2 : ‘ Fa
Introductory phrase: The Working Group discussed it at the 5th meeting on

3 November 1977. No consensus was reached. Two versions will appeear in the
report of the Working Group to the Third Committee. They read as follows:

Introductory sentence contained in the draft Convention

"Phe States Parties condemn discrimination against women and undertake
to pursue, by all appropriate means and without delay,. é,_}_;;.olicy of
eliminating discriminetion against women and, to this end:"

Text proposed by the Byélorussiaﬂ Soviet Socialist Repﬁblié h

"The States Parties condemn discrimination against women in all its
forms denying or limiting their equality of rights with men."

Paragraph (a): Adopfed by consensus as amended by‘Australia, Demmerk, Finland,
the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and as orally asmended by the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics at the Sth meeting on 3 November 1977. The text reads as
follows: ' . S o

"Each State Party undertakes to embody the principle of the equality of
men and women in its national Constitution or other appropriate legislation
if not yet incorporated therein, and to ensure, through law and other
appropriate means, the practical realization of this principle;" "

Parsgraph (b): Adopted by consensus at the 6th-meeting on 4 November 1977,
as drafted by the small drafting group. . The text reads as follows:
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"Each State Party undertakes to adopt appropriate legislative and other
measures. 1nclud1ng sanct;ons vhere: approprlate, prohlbltlng all dlscrlmlnatlon
agslnst women;" ; : i " o :

S SRR . T RSN .

Paragraph (c): At its Tth meeting omn 11 November 19775 the Wbrking Group
decided to postpone decision on this paragraph. Indonesia, Kenya and Mexico
proposed to delete it end the German Democratic Republie w1thdrew its- amendment

(A/C.3/32/WG.1/CRP.8/Add.1).

.w’ X

Paragraph (4): Adopted by consensus at the Tth meetlng on 11 November 19779
as drafted by the small drafting group., The text reads as follows:

"Each State Party undertakes not to engage in any act or practiece of
discrimination againgt women and to ensure that public authorltles and
1nst1tut10ns shall act in conformlty with this obligation;” o

Paragraph (€): At its Tth meeting on 11 November 1977, the Wbrklng Group
decided to postpone deGision of this -paragraph. The small drafting group, proposed
the following version of the paragraph: h

"Each State Party shall take all appropriate preventive measures to
eliminate dlscrlmlnatlon against women by any person, organlzatlon or
enterprzse .

The follow1ng oral amendments had been submltted to that paragraph. The
representatlve of Msli proposed to put after the word "enterprise" the words
"irrespective of fundamental values;" =

The representatlve of Morocco offered to delete all:.words after the word
"take all" and to put instead the words "measures to prevent dlscrlmlnatlon against
women ;" . ,

Paragraph (f): At the 6th meeting on U4 November 1977, the Working Group
decided to present the text of this paragraph as it appears in the draft Convention
to the Third Committee through its report together with all the written amendments
to it. The text reads as follows: N

"Hach State Party shall take. all appropriate measures, including
legislation, to modify or abolish existing laws, regulations,. customs and
practices which are discriminatory to womeny"

The amendments are gs follows:

Kenya proposed to delete that paragraph, feellng that 1t 1s a repetltlon of
paragraph (b) of the same article., ,

The United States proposed to replace paragraph (f by the follow1ng

"Each State Party shall take all approprlate measures, 1nclud1ng
legislation, with a view to achieving the elimination of discrimination
against women, whether based upon law, regulation, custom or practice;"
(d0c. A/C.3/32/WG.1/CRP.2)
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An oral amendment was submitted by the representative of Mali to reword the
paragraph as follows:

"Each State Party shall take within the framework of its policies for
economic, social and cultural advencement, all appropriate measures
including legislation, to modify or abolish existing laws and regulations
which are dlscrlmlnatory to women;

Paragraph (g):- Adopted at the 6th meeting on 4 November 1977 as amended
by the Syrien Arsb Republic. The text reads as follows:

"Each State Party shell endeavour to promote national organizations and
movements whose purpose is ‘o advance the status of women end eliminate
discrimination against them."

Article 3: Adopted by consensus at the 5th meeting on 3 November 1977. The text
reads as follows:

"The States Parties shall undertake in all fields, in parti¢ular the
political, social, economic and cultural, all appropriate measures),
including legislation, to ensure the full development and advancement of
women, for the purpose of guaranteeing them the exercise and enjoyment of
human rights and fundamental freedoms on a basis of. equality with men."

Article 4

Paragraph 1: At its 8th meeting on 15 November 1977, the Working Group
decided to postpone discussion of this paragraph. A compromise text had been
submitted by Canada, Denmerk, Kenysa, the United States of America, and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Républics (A/C.3/32/WG.1/CRP.6/Add.6). The text reads
as follows: .

"Adoption by States of temporary specisl measures aimed at accelerating
de facto equality of women with men shall not be considered dlecrlmznatlon
as defined in this Convention, but shall in no vay entail, as a conseguence,
the maintenance of unegual or separate standards and shall be discontinued
when the objectives of equality of opportunity and treatment have been
achieved."

Paragraph 2: Adopted by consensus &t 1ts Bth meetlng on 15 November 1977.
The text reads as follows: . ‘

"Adoption by States of ‘special measures, 1nclud1ng those measures
contained in the prégent Conventlon, almed -at protectlng maternity, shall
not be considered dlscrlmlnatory : Coni

Article 5 *wskrrmm,.az

Paregraph 1l: Adopted by consensus at 1ts 8th meetlng on 15 Novermber 1977,
The text reads as follows: L
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"The States-Parties shall .take all appropriate-measures to modify the
social and cultural patterns of conduct of men and women, with a view to
achieving the eliminetion of prejudices and customary and all other practices - -
vhich are based on the idea of the inferiority or the superiority of either
of the sexes or on stereotyped roles for men and women,"

Paragraph 2: At its 8th meetlng on 15 November 1977, the Worklng Group
decided to postpone the discussion of this paragraph. Amendments to the paragraph
had been submitted by Austria, Kenya ahd Sweden (doec. A/C. 3/32/WG l/CRP B/Add 2)

- They read as follows: , .

Replace the word "motherhood" by "@areﬁthood"
Sweden

The word "motherhocod" should be replaced by either "parenthood"
or maternlty . .

Austiria
Replace the paragraph by the following: _ : .

"The States Parties shall take all appropriate measures with a view
to achieving the elimination of prejudices and customary and all other -
practices vwhich are: based on the idea of the 1nferlor1ty or the superlorlty
of the sexes." : :

The representatlve of the United Kingdom proposed an oral amendment to start
the paragraph with the words: e

- "Thie States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that cae

" The representatlve of the United States subamended the oral amendment of
the Unlted Klngdom by propos1ng to begln the paragraph as fbllows

"The States Parties shall take all approprlate measures to ensure that
the educatlon of men and women include a proper ..."

The Wbrklng Group agreed by consensus to change in the English text
the word "motherhood" for "maternlty".

A compromlse text wes submitted by Mall, the Syrian Arab Republic, the
United States of America and the Union of Soviet Soc1allst Republlcs
(A/C.3/32/WG.1/CRP.6/Add.6). It reads as follows:

"to ensure that family education includes & proper understanding of R
maternity as a socisl function and the recognition -of the common
responsibility of both men and women in the upbrlnglng and. development of
their children."

Y



Article 6

The Working Group, with the exceptlon of Argentlna, adopted this artiele at
its 8th meeting on 15 November 1977. The representative of Argentina suggested
that its amendment should be submitted to the Third Committee together with the
text of article 6 and the Worklng Group accepted it. The text as adopted, reads
as follows:

"Each State Party agrees to repeal all provisions of natlonal penal
codes whlch constitute discrimination against women."

Amendment suggested by Argentina

Replace "natural penal codes" by "all national legislation"
Article 7

Adopted at its 9th meeting on 1T November 1977, as amended by Argentlna,
the text reads as follows:

"The States Parties shall take appropriate measures, including
legislation to suppress all forms of traffic in women and exploitation of
prostitution of women," :

Article 8

Introductory phrase: Adopted as amended by the United Kingdom ahd:subamended
by Australia and the Union of Soviet Soc1allst Republlcs. The text reads as
follows:

"Each State Party'shall take all appropriate messures to eliminate
discrimination*dgainst women in the political and public life of the country
. and in particular shall ensure on equal terms with men the right:"

Paragraph (a): -Adopted at its 9th meeting on 17 November 1977 as amended
by the Syrian Arab Reptiblic and Denmark. The text reads as follows.ﬁn

‘"o vote in @ll elections and public referenda and to be ellglble
for election to all publicly elected bodies;

Paragraph (b): At its 9th meeting on 17 November 1977, the Working Group
decided to postpone discussion on this paragraph. Three amendments had been
introduced by -Austria; the Union of Sovlet Socialist Republlcs and the Byeloruss1an
Soviet Socialist Republic. -

Austria" After "natlonal" 1nsert "regional" (A/32/218/Amnex I)

Union of Soviet 5001allst Republlcs. After “"functions at the" ada
"international" (A/32/218/mnex I)

Eyélorussian Soviet Socialist Republic: Insert the word "international”
before the word "national”
(A/32/218/Add.1, para. 27T)
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The representatives of Denmark and Canada orally proposed to substitute the
words "at the national and local levels" for the words "at all levels of Government
nationsl and international."

Some delegations were in favour of retaining the word "international" in
this paragraph. Morocco and others preferred to have a new paragraph (d) which
would deal with this same concept at the international level.

Paragraph (c): Deleted at the 9th meeting on'17 November 1977.

Paragraph (d): Adopted by consensus at the 9th meetlng on 17 November 1977
The text reads as follows. : :

"To partlclpate in non-governmental organizations and associations
concerned with the public and political life of the country."

Article 9

At its 9th meeting on 17 November 1977, the Working Group decided to postpone
discussion of this artlgle. :

Paragragh 1: Dlscussed at the lOth meetlng ‘of the Wbrklng Group on .
18 November 19T77. No decision was taken on this paragraph

An amendment to it had been submitted by Kenya (A/C.3/32/WG.1/CRP.8/Add.2)
and orally subamended by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republlcs. The text reads
as follows: S S

"The States Paxrties shall grant women equal rights to acquire, change
or retain their nationality. They shall ensure in perticular that neither

marriage to-an alien, nor change of natlonality by the husband during marriage,

shall automatically change the nationality of the wife, render her stateless
or force upon her the nationality of the husband."

Paragraph 2: Dlscussed by the Wbrklng Group at its 10th meeting on-
18 November 19T77. The Wbrking Group postponed decision on this paragraph.

An asmendment to it had been submltted by Austrie (A/C.3/32/vG. l/CRP 8/4dd.2).
The text reads as follows:

Replace the word prov1smons" with the word, "sanctions"

Byelorussian Soviet Soclallst Republic and Canada proposed to delete this . .
paragraph; some delegetions preferred to maintain it, o

Paregraph 3: Discussed by the Working Group at its 10th meeting on
18 November 1977. The Working Group did not make any decision on this paragraph.
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The representatives of Argentina and the United Kingdom proposed to delete
the paragraph. However, some delegations noted that if paragraph 3 was to be
deleted, paragraph 2 should be deleted as well.

United Kingdom (oral amendment )

Insert the word "both" between the words "practlce by which" and
"alien husband"

Australia (oral amendment)

At the end of the paragraph, add ‘the words “prOV1ded it is not of a
discriminatory nature."

Paragraph 4: Discussed by the Working Group at its 10th meeting on
18 November 1977. The Working Group did not make any decision on this paragraph.

Some delegations proposed to delete the paragraph; others, however, preferred
to retain it,

Netherlands (oral emendment)

Replace the .words "to transmit their nationality to their.¢hildren"
with "with respect to nationality".

Article 10

At its 10th meeting on 18 November 1977, the Working Group decided to postpone
decision on this article.

The following amendments have been proposed:

Yugoslavid (oral amendment)

Proposes to change the title of the section of the Convention from
"ITI. Social and Economic Rights" to "III. Economic and Soeial Rights".

Introductory part

Argentina (A/32/218/Add.1, para. 35)

Replace the words "married or unmarried" by the words "irrespective of
their status". : ’ : :

United Kingdom (A/C.3/32/WG.1/CRP.6/Add. 3 and orally revised)

Redraft the introducﬁdry part as follows:

"Each State Party shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women, in the field of education and in particular
shall ensure equal opportunities for them on an equal basis with men:"
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Paragreph (a)

Australia (A/32/l218/Annex I)
Replace the words 'career guidance" by the words "wocational guidance"

Paragraph (b)

Jepan (A/32/218/pnnex I)

Replace "equal access to the same curricula, the same examinations"
by "equal access to the curricula and examinations of the same or
equivalent standard"

Kenya (A/C.3/32/WG.1/CRP.6/Add.2)

At the end of the subparagraph: 'so- as 1o eliminate any stereotyped
concept of masculine and feminine roles at all levels and in all forms of
‘educatlon."v

[
. ‘IH -

" Paragraph {c)

Austria (A/32/218/ Annex I)

Replace the words "co-education, Wthh w1ll also help" by "co-educatlon
and other means, whlch will help" , :

Kenya (A/C 3/32/WG l/CRP 6/add. 2) P

Delete this paragraph. ‘ ‘ o

United Kingdom (A/C.3/32/WG.1/CRP.6/Addv3) .
Replace the paragraph By the following:.:. - .

"(¢) Education which will help to eliminate any stereotyped cénéepf
of masculine apd.feminine roles, &t‘@l;QlGYGlS gpd}ip all forms of education;n

New paragraph S

- NI

Belgium (A/C.3/32/WG.1/CR.6/Add,1). L -

After paragraph 10 (c) add the follow1ng new paragraph

"The appllcatlon of teaching methods adapted to the presence of male
end female students together, aimed at an apprenticeship to the relationship
between men and women"
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Paragraph (f)
Argentina (A/32/218/Add.1, para. 37)

Replace the term "girls" by "women"

United Kingdom (A/32/218/Add.1, para. 38)

Replace the wording of this paragraph by the following:

"Measures to eliminate any factors causing a higher school drop-out
rate among girls and the provision of programmes for young girls who have
left school too early;"

Paragraph (g)
New Zealand (A/32/218/Annex I)

Replace the word "Access" by the words "Equal access for men and women"

United Kingdom (A/C.3/32/WG.1/CRP.6/Add.3)

_ Before the word "access" insert the word "equal" and replace the words
-"this to include" by the word "including"



