
UNITED 
NATIONS 

A 
General Assembly 

GENERAL 
•X S" 

A/44/406 
18 August 1989 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

F o r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i o n 
Item 102 of the p r o v i s i o n a l agenda* 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WORLD PROGRAMME OF ACTION CONCERNING DISABLED 
PERSONS AND THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF DISABLED PERSONS 

Report of the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 

CONTENTS 
Paragraphs Page 

I . INTRODUCTION 1 3 

I I . SUMMARY 2 - 1 6 3 

I I I . OVERVIEW OF RECENT ACTIVITIES 1 7 - 7 7 б 

A. A c t i v i t i e s of Member S t a t e s 1 8 - 3 4 6 

B. Strengthening n a t i o n a l d i s a b i l i t y committees 3 5 - 3 6 9 

C. A c t i v i t i e s of the United Nations system 3 7 - 4 7 9 

D. S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l f o r the 
Promotion of the United Nations Decade of D i s a b l e d 
Persons 4 8 - 4 9 12 

E. Inter-agency c o l l a b o r a t i o n 50 13 

F. A c t i v i t i e s of intergovernmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s 5 1 - 5 2 13 

G. A c t i v i t i e s of non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s 5 3 - 6 3 14 

* A/44/150. 

89-19961 1146b (E) /. • • 



A/44/406 
E n g l i s h 
Page 2 

IV. 

CONTENTS (continued) 

Paragraphs Page 

H. Strengthening o r g a n i z a t i o n s of d i s a b l e d persons 64 16 

I . D i s s e m i n a t i o n of information 65 - 69 16 

J . Access to United Nations meetings and information 7 0 - 7 2 17 

K. I n t e r n a t i o n a l information system 73 18 

L. F e a s i b i l i t y study on ways to mark the end of the Decade 74 18 

M. Employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r d i s a b l e d persons i n the 

United Nations 75 18 

N. T e c h n i c a l co-operation a c t i v i t i e s 7 6 - 7 7 19 

VOLUNTARY FUND FOR THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF DISABLED 

PERSONS 7 8 - 89 19 

A. S e l e c t e d p r o j e c t experiences 82 - 86 21 

B. P r o j e c t c o - f i n a n c i n g 87 22 

C. Resource management and s t a t u s 8 8 - 8 9 23 

/ . . . 



A/44/406 
E n g l i s h 
Page 3 

I . INTRODUCTION 

1. I n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 43/98 of 8 December 1988, the General Assembly, i n t e r a l i a , 
requested the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l to r e p o r t to i t a t i t s f o r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i o n on the 
implementation of the r e s o l u t i o n . Subsequently, the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l c i r c u l a t e d a 
note v e r b a l e to Member S t a t e s r e q u e s t i n g information and r e c e i v e d 22 r e p l i e s by 
31 May 1989, from the f o l l o w i n g c o u n t r i e s : Antigua and Barbuda, Botswana, B r a z i l , 
Canada, C h i l e , Côte d ' I v o i r e , Cuba, Dpnmark, France, F e d e r a l Republic of Germany, 
Ghana, I c e l a n d , Lesotho, Luxembourg, Norway, Oman, Por t u g a l , Singapore, Sweden, 
United Republic of Tanzania, T r i n i d a d and Tobago, and Y u g o s l a v i a . F i f t e e n other 
r e p l i e s a r r i v e d a f t e r the pr e s e n t r e p o r t had been completed, from the Bahamas, 
Bahrain, B o l i v i a , Cyprus, C z e c h o s l o v a k i a , Egypt, E l Salvador, F i n l a n d , Gabon, the 
Libyan Arab J a m a h i r i y a , P a k i s t a n , Panama, Poland, Rwanda and South A f r i c a . The 
present r e p o r t a l s o i n c l u d e s other information concerning Member S t a t e s and bodies 
and organs of the United Nations system, as a v a i l a b l e to the S e c r e t a r i a t during the 
r e p o r t i n g p e r i o d . Because of the i n n o v a t i v e c h a r a c t e r of some of the a c t i v i t i e s , 
d i s s e m i n a t i o n of such information i s considered v i t a l to the United Nations Decade 
of D i s a b l e d Persons. 

I I . SUMMARY 

2. The Decade (1983-1992) was proclaimed without budgetary p r o v i s i o n s as the 
i n i t i a l timeframe f o r the implementation of the World Programme of A c t i o n 
concerning D i s a b l e d Persons. Progress s i n c e 1983 i n a t t a i n i n g the main goals of 
the World Programme of Ac t i o n (A/37/351/Add.1 and Add.1/Corr.1, annex) - namely, 
prevention, r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and e q u a l i z a t i o n of o p p o r t u n i t i e s - has been slow and 
f r u s t r a t i n g a t a l l l e v e l s . The mid-Decade review i n 1987 c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d t h a t 
only l i m i t e d progress had been made throughout the world, e s p e c i a l l y i n the 
developing c o u n t r i e s , where d i s a b l e d persons are disadvantaged by both economic and 
s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s . 

3. The Decade, a l r e a d y i n i t s seventh year, has not met the e x p e c t a t i o n s of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community nor, most important, those of d i s a b l e d persons themselves. 
The p o l i t i c a l commitment of Member S t a t e s , who adopted the World Programme of 
Act i o n and proclaimed the Decade, continues to be expressed mainly through annual 
r e s o l u t i o n s a t intergovernmental bodies. However, without more n a t i o n a l - l e v e l 
a c t i o n , i n c l u d i n g p o l i c y d e c i s i o n s , planning and a l l o c a t i o n of s u f f i c i e n t 
r e s o u r c e s , the Decade w i l l soon end without having accomplished i t s purpose. 
Governments, p u b l i c and p r i v a t e s e c t o r s must work together to ensure progress i n 
the implementation of the World Programme of Act i o n . 

4. Based on the a n a l y s i s of the mid-Decade review, the p r i o r i t y a c t i v i t i e s , as 
o u t l i n e d i n the re p o r t of the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l to the f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the 
General Assembly (A/43/634 and Add.l ) , continue to be important f o r the s u c c e s s f u l 
implementation of the World Programme of Action. The present r e p o r t provides 
information on the f o l l o w i n g p e r c e i v e d p r i o r i t y needs a t t h i s p o i n t i n the Decade: 
e s t a b l i s h i n g and/or strengthening n a t i o n a l c o - o r d i n a t i n g mechanisms; developing 
n a t i o n a l p o l i c i e s to encompass prevention, r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and e q u a l i z a t i o n of 



A/44/406 
E n g l i s h 
Page 4 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s ; d r a f t i n g and implementing s u i t a b l e l e g i s l a t i o n ; producing o r t h o t i c 
and p r o s t h e t i c a p p l i a n c e s l o c a l l y ; f u r t h e r developing community-based 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ; developing n a t i o n a l , r e g i o n a l and g l o b a l s t a t i s t i c s ; i n c r e a s i n g 
information a c t i v i t i e s ; expanding r e g i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation i n 
t r a i n i n g personnel to deal w i t h d i s a b i l i t y matters; s t r e n g t h e n i n g i n t e r - a g e n c y 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n on the p r i o r i t i e s of the Decade; str e n g t h e n i n g the r o l e of 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y those of d i s a b l e d persons; 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g co-operation among non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s and between them 
and the U n i t e d Nations system; developing the c l e a r i n g - h o u s e c a p a c i t y of the United 
Nations O f f i c e a t Vienna; improving a c c e s s of d i s a b l e d persons to U n i t e d Nations 
b u i l d i n g s , meetings and information; expanding B r a i l l e s e r v i c e s ; i n c r e a s i n g 
r e s o u r c e s f o r t e c h n i c a l co-operation; r e v i s i n g the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C l a s s i f i c a t i o n of 
Impairments, D i s a b i l i t i e s and Handicaps; and implementing the N a i r o b i P r o t o c o l of 
the F l o r e n c e Agreement on the d u t y - f r e e i n t e r n a t i o n a l movement of equipment and 
m a t e r i a l s needed i n the d a i l y l i f e of d i s a b l e d persons. 

5. E f f o r t s are being made to r e a c t i v a t e and strengthen n a t i o n a l d i s a b i l i t y 
committees or s i m i l a r c o - o r d i n a t i n g bodies. I n t h i s context, the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 
sent an appeal to a l l Member S t a t e s i n May 1989 and some p o s i t i v e r e p l i e s are being 
r e c e i v e d by the S e c r e t a r i a t . 

6. The S e c r e t a r i a t i s c u r r e n t l y p r e p a r i n g g u i d e l i n e s f o r the e s t a b l i s h m e n t and 
f u n c t i o n i n g of o r g a n i z a t i o n s of d i s a b l e d persons. Furthermore, to strengthen the 
r o l e of non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , the S e c r e t a r i a t w i l l promote i n c r e a s e d 
co-operation between n a t i o n a l committees and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s through 
an exchange of information. To t h i s end, i t i s p r e p a r i n g a p r o j e c t document t h a t 
w i l l i n c l u d e suggestions f o r t r a i n i n g programmes t h a t could be considered by 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t r a i n i n g t h e i r f i e l d workers. T h i s w i l l be 
supplemented by a n e w s l e t t e r c o n t a i n i n g items from and f o r non-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n developing c o u n t r i e s , and the p r e p a r a t i o n and 
updating of a d i r e c t o r y of non-goverjimental o r g a n i z a t i o n s and f o c a l p o i n t s . 

7. The e x i s t i n g g u i d e l i n e s and manuals on d i s a b i l i t y , prepared during the 1981 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Year of D i s a b l e d Persons and the Decade, should be used more widely 
by Member S t a t e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s . They c o n t a i n concrete suggestions to a s s i s t i n 
the e f f e c t i v e implementation of the World Programme of A c t i o n . 

8. The S e c r e t a r i a t now has a l i m i t e d c a p a c i t y to reproduce documents i n E n g l i s h 
B r a i l l e . Measures are being considered to expand t h i s s e r v i c e i n the other 
o f f i c i a l U nited Nations languages, i n c l u d i n g through e l e c t r o n i c t r a n s m i s s i o n of 
t e x t s to o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i t h B r a i l l e reproduction f a c i l i t i e s to meet the demands of 
t h e i r members for United Nations m a t e r i a l s . Also, a p r o j e c t proposal on the 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g of the B r a i l l e Information S e r v i c e i s being prepared for c i r c u l a t i o n 
to p o t e n t i a l donors. Member S t a t e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s are i n v i t e d to support 
e f f o r t s i n t h i s regard. 

9. I n i t i a l s t e p s have been taken to make United Nations b u i l d i n g s and meetings 
more a c c e s s i b l e to d i s a b l e d persons. I n t h i s context, the B u i l d i n g s Management 
o f f i c e s i n New York, Vienna and Geneva have r e c e n t l y i d e n t i f i e d a nvmber of needs, 
i n c l u d i n g : (a) an up-to-date comprehensive survey to be conducted at each 
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l o c a t i o n ; (b) recru i t m e n t of c o n s u l t a n t s to work out a f e a s i b l e programme f o r the 
implementation of the r e q u i r e d m o d i f i c a t i o n s ; and ( c ) i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of funding 
r e s o u r c e s . I t i s d e s i r a b l e t h a t these needs be addressed and t h a t the necessary-
budgetary p r o v i s i o n s be made a v a i l a b l e . 

10. The i n i t i a t i v e being undertaken by the S e c r e t a r i a t to e s t a b l i s h a p i l o t 
p r o j e c t on a computerized c l e a r i n g - h o u s e data base to improve the exchange of 
information r e q u i r e s the support of Member S t a t e s . 

11. The f e a s i b i l i t y study on the s u b s t a n t i v e , f i n a n c i a l and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
i m p l i c a t i o n s of a l t e r n a t i v e ways to mark the end of the Decade i n 1992, requested 
by the General Assembly i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 43/98, i s to be submitted to the Assembly 
a t i t s f o r t y - f i f t h s e s s i o n . Member S t a t e s w i l l be requested to submit advance 
comments to the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l by 28 February 1990, for i n c l u s i o n i n the 
background dociment to be d i s c u s s e d a t the meeting of experts to be h e l d a t 
H e l s i n k i i n May 1990. 

12. The work of the United Nations system, i n d i v i d u a l l y and through int e r - a g e n c y 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n , continues to promote the goals of the World Programme of Ac t i o n 
through a v a r i e t y of a c t i v i t i e s and t e c h n i c a l co-operation p r o j e c t s . The annual 
i n t e r - a g e n c y meeting on the Unit e d Nations Decade of D i s a b l e d Persons w i l l continue 
to d e f i n e a common s t r a t e g y on s u b s t a n t i v e and t e c h n i c a l i s s u e s i n order to ensure 
c o - o r d i n a t i o n and harmonization of a c t i v i t i e s as w e l l as optimal use of a v a i l a b l e 
r e s o u r c e s . 

13. The p l a n to improve employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r d i s a b l e d persons i n the 
United Nations, r e c e n t l y endorsed by the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , has been c i r c u l a t e d by 
the O f f i c e of Нгдтап Resources Management to ensure i t s e f f e c t i v e implementation. 
I t i s hoped t h a t the plan, which w i l l be reviewed by the seventh i n t e r - a g e n c y 
meeting on the Unit e d Nations Decade of D i s a b l e d Persons i n December 1989, w i l l 
form the b a s i s of system-wide a c t i o n . 

14. The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l b e l i e v e s t h a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation i s v i t a l i n the 
r e v i s i o n of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C l a s s i f i c a t i o n of Impairments, D i s a b i l i t i e s and 
Handicaps. Member S t a t e s and concerned o r g a n i z a t i o n s should be encouraged to 
co-operate i n t h i s e x e r c i s e . 

15. The Voluntary Fund f o r the Un i t e d Nations Decade of D i s a b l e d Persons continues 
to s u f f e r from a l a c k of s u f f i c i e n t c o n t r i b u t i o n s . The d e c l i n i n g trend of support 
r e f l e c t s d e c r e a s i n g enthusiasm and i n t e r e s t , and needs to be r e v e r s e d i f the Fund 
i s to c o n t r i b u t e more e f f e c t i v e l y to the implementation of the World Programme of 
Action. The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l appeals to Governments to r e c o n s i d e r , before the 
1989 pledging conference, the p o s s i b i l i t y of i n c r e a s i n g t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n s to t h i s 
Fund, which p l a y s such a v i t a l r o l e i n s t i m u l a t i n g p r o j e c t s i n the f i e l d of 
d i s a b i l i t y . 

16. Since the appointment of the S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 
fo r the Promotion of the Decade, a number of promotional and f u n d - r a i s i n g 
a c t i v i t i e s have been planned or i n i t i a t e d a t a l l l e v e l s . The S p e c i a l 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e i s pr e p a r i n g an i n t e n s i v e awareness and promotion s t r a t e g y for the 
remainder of the Decade. 

/. .. 
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I I I . OVERVIEW OF RECENT ACTIVITIES 

17. During the mid-point review of the Decade, s e r i o u s concern was expressed about 
the l a c k of progress achieved i n implementing the World Programme of A c t i o n . As 
s t a t e d i n the r e p o r t of the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l to the General Assembly a t i t s 
f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n (A/43/634 and A d d . l ) , much more needs to be done to motivate 
Governments and o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The f o l l o w i n g information shows important 
a c t i v i t i e s and programmes being planned and implemented a t a l l l e v e l s . However, 
the comprehensive implementation of the World Programme of A c t i o n s t i l l r e q u i r e s 
i n c r e a s e d planning a c t i v i t i e s and resource a l l o c a t i o n s , as concrete evidence of the 
p o l i t i c a l w i l l to promote meaningful a c t i o n on b e h a l f of d i s a b l e d persons. 

A. A c t i v i t i e s of Member S t a t e s 

18. Information from Member S t a t e s , based on a v e r y s m a l l sample t h a t cannot be 
deemed r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , i n d i c a t e s t h a t much of t h e i r a c t i o n r e v o l v e s around the 
f o l l o w i n g i s s u e s : the formulation of n a t i o n a l plans of a c t i o n , the e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
and s t r e n g t h e n i n g of n a t i o n a l c o - o r d i n a t i n g bodies, l e g i s l a t i v e measures, r e s e a r c h 
a c t i v i t i e s , promoting i n t e g r a t i o n and independent l i v i n g , promoting o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
of d i s a b l e d persons, education, t r a i n i n g of personnel, p r e v e n t i o n , r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , 
employment of d i s a b l e d persons, information a c t i v i t i e s , t e c h n i c a l co-operation, and 
c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s both to promote awareness of the Decade and to i n v o l v e d i s a b l e d 
persons i n c u l t u r a l l i f e . 

19. Formulating a comprehensive p l a n f o r the i n t e g r a t i o n of d i s a b l e d persons i n 
s o c i e t y has been a major a c t i v i t y i n a number of Member S t a t e s (Antigua and 
Barbuda, China, Cuba, I n d i a , Norway, P a k i s t a n , P h i l i p p i n e s , P o r t u g a l , Singapore, 
Sweden, T r i n i d a d and Tobago, T u n i s i a ) . Twelve c o u n t r i e s reported t h a t c e n t r a l 
c o - o r d i n a t i n g committees or bodies w i t h i n t e r - m i n i s t e r i a l composition are 
recommending p o l i c i e s on d i s a b i l i t y i s s u e s (Antigua and Barbuda, B r a z i l , China, 
Cyprus, I c e l a n d , Luxembourg, P h i l i p p i n e s , P o r t u g a l , Singapore, T r i n i d a d and Tobago, 
T u n i s i a , Y u g o s l a v i a ) . I n a few c o u n t r i e s (Antigua and Barbuda, Botswana, Lesotho) 
one government o f f i c e or m i n i s t r y i s r e p o n s i b l e f o r most d i s a b i l i t y work. 

20. S e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s r e p o r t r e c e n t l e g i s l a t i o n or amendments concerning such 
areas as education and t r a i n i n g , employment, income s e c u r i t y , housing, 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , s e v e r e l y d i s a b l e d persons, allowances f o r d i s a b l e d people and t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s , and income tax r e l i e f or tax i n c e n t i v e s f o r employment, among othe r s 
(Antigua and Barbuda, Canada, China, Denmark, Cyprus, F e d e r a l Republic of Germany, 
Luxembourg, Oman, P a k i s t a n , P h i l i p p i n e s , P o r t u g a l , Singapore, Sweden, T r i n i d a d and 
Tobago, T u n i s i a , Y u g o s l a v i a ) . Swaziland has requested a s s i s t a n c e from the 
S e c r e t a r i a t i n d r a f t i n g appropriate l e g i s l a t i o n , and Oman i s reviewing n a t i o n a l 
l e g i s l a t i o n on d i s a b l e d persons. 

21. Promoting independent l i v i n g for d i s a b l e d persons i s being g i v e n s p e c i a l 
a t t e n t i o n i n Canada, Denmark, the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany, I c e l a n d , Luxembourg, 
Oman, Singapore, Sweden and Y u g o s l a v i a . A c t i v i t i e s are being undertaken i n the 
areas of housing, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , development of s e r v i c e c e n t r e s , improved 
community s e r v i c e s and group homes for d i s a b l e d a d u l t s , among o t h e r s . 
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22. Implementation of the N a i r o b i P r o t o c o l to the F l o r e n c e Agreement concerning 
the d u t y - f r e e i n t e r n a t i o n a l movement of equipment and m a t e r i a l needed to a s s i s t 
d i s a b l e d persons i n t h e i r d a i l y l i v i n g was mentioned by T r i n i d a d and Tobago. Other 
c o u n t r i e s (Botswana, China, Denmark, I n d i a , T u n i s i a ) mentioned t h e i r e f f o r t s to 
d i s t r i b u t e or import a i d s and s p e c i a l equipment. 

23. Research and/or s p e c i a l work i n the development of s t a t i s t i c a l data systems i s 
being c a r r i e d out i n Botswana, Canada, I c e l a n d , I n d i a , Oman and Singapore. A 
number of c o u n t r i e s are developing t e c h n i c a l a i d s (Botswana, Denmark, Ghana, 
I n d i a ) . Cuba and Denmark are working i n t e n s i v e l y on computer technology f o r 
d i s a b l e d persons. Guides to s e r v i c e s and i n s t i t u t i o n s have been prepared by 
I c e l a n d , Portugal and Sweden. 

24. Almost a l l c o u n t r i e s r e f e r r e d to e f f o r t s to promote and strengthen 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s of d i s a b l e d persons. Canada, C h i l e , China, Cuba, Denmark, Lesotho, 
Norway, Oman, Po r t u g a l , Singapore, Sweden and T r i n i d a d and Tobago reported t h a t 
they c o n s u l t e d w i t h such o r g a n i z a t i o n s and in v o l v e d them i n decision-making. 

25. Education remains a p r i o r i t y a r e a i n a l l r e p o r t i n g c o u n t r i e s . Schools for 
persons who are si g h t - i m p a i r e d , hearing-impaired or menta l l y r e t a r d e d were r e c e n t l y 
opened i n f i v e c o u n t r i e s (Antigua and Barbuda, China, Cuba, I n d i a , T u n i s i a ) . 
S e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s (Canada, Denmark, F e d e r a l Republic of Germany, I c e l a n d and 
Sweden) r e f e r r e d to e f f o r t s to m a i n t a i n i n t e g r a t e d education. 

26. S p e c i a l education programmes are being c a r r i e d out i n almost a l l c o u n t r i e s . 
A s s i s t a n c e to persons who are m e n t a l l y or s e v e r e l y m e n t a l l y r e t a r d e d or who are 
i n t e l l e c t u a l l y d i s a b l e d was reported i n Antigua and Barbuda, Cuba, Cyprus, Portugal 
and Sweden. 

27. A c t i v i t i e s on beh a l f of the hearing-impaired i n c l u d e s p e c i a l s c h o o l s (Antigua 
and Barbuda, C h i n a ) ; c u r r i c u l u m f o r deaf i n t e r p r e t e r s (Denmark); adoption of a s i g n 
language (Ghana); and p u b l i c a t i o n of a s i g n language d i c t i o n a r y ( P o r t u g a l , 
T h a i l a n d ) . A c t i v i t i e s f o r persons who are m e n t a l l y r e t a r d e d i n c l u d e s p e c i a l 
s c h o o l s , c l a s s e s and/or t r a i n i n g (Antigua and Barbuda, C h i l e , Cyprus, Ghana, I n d i a , 
P o r t u g a l , Sweden), s h e l t e r e d workshops and day-care c e n t r e s ( F e d e r a l Republic of 
Germany, I c e l a n d ) , and community r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and i n t e g r a t i o n programmes (Cuba, 
Ghana, I n d i a , P o r t u g a l , Sweden). Oman reported developing s e r v i c e s and t r a i n i n g 
for d i s a b l e d women; the P r e s i d e n t of the P h i l i p p i n e s appointed a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e on 
d i s a b l e d persons and women. S p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n i s being given by Cuba to the 
problems of aging persons and d i s a b i l i t y . 

28. Prevention programmes f o r c h i l d r e n and a d u l t s were reported i n Botswana, 
B r a z i l , C h i l e , China, Cuba, I n d i a , Lesotho, P h i l i p p i n e s , Portugal, Swaziland, 
T r i n i d a d and Tobago, and T u n i s i a . S e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s mentioned developing e f f e c t i v e 
s c r e e n i n g and treatment schemes (Botswana, Cuba, F e d e r a l Republic of Germany). 
E a r l y d e t e c t i o n was i d e n t i f i e d as a key to preve n t i n g d i s a b i l i t i e s . 

29. The community-based approach to r e h a b i l i t a t i o n i s being used by s e v e r a l 
c o u n t r i e s (Botswana, Cuba, I n d i a , Singapore). The development of community 
s e r v i c e s for d i s a b l e d persons and t h e i r f a m i l i e s i s a major focus i n most c o u n t r i e s 
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(Botswana, B r a z i l , China, Cuba, F e d e r a l Republic of Germany, Ghana, I n d i a , Lesotho, 
Luxembourg, Norway, P a k i s t a n , P h i l i p p i n e s , P o r t u g a l , Singapore, Swaziland, Sweden, 
T r i n i d a d and Tobago, T u n i s i a , Y u g o s l a v i a ) . Treatment and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of newly 
d i s a b l e d persons was give n s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n i n Portugal and T r i n i d a d and Tobago. 
New r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and v o c a t i o n a l c e n t r e s have been opened i n Antigua and Barbuda, 
China, Ghana, I n d i a , Swaziland and T r i n i d a d and Tobago. T r a i n i n g of personnel f o r 
these c e n t r e s and programmes i s a constant concern of a l l c o u n t r i e s . Two c o u n t r i e s 
reported no n a t i o n a l c a p a c i t y f o r some types of p r o f e s s i o n a l t r a i n i n g (Antigua and 
Barbuda, S w a z i l a n d ) . 

30. Employment of d i s a b l e d persons i s t i e d to t r a i n i n g as w e l l as the employment 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s of the open labour market. T r a i n i n g and employment were mentioned as 
a major focus of almost a l l c o u n t r i e s . Access to the labour market has e n t a i l e d 
g i v i n g s p e c i a l i n c e n t i v e s to employers and e s t a b l i s h i n g quotas and other measures 
i n a niutiber of c o u n t r i e s (Antigua and Barbuda, Botswana, B r a z i l , China, Cyprus, 
Denmark, F e d e r a l Republic of Germany, Ghana, I c e l a n d , Norway, Oman, P a k i s t a n , 
P h i l i p p i n e s , Singapore, Sweden, T r i n i d a d and Tobago). Frequent mention was made of 
s h e l t e r e d workshops f o r the employment of those d i s a b l e d persons unable to 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n the open job market. Measures such as pension i n s u r a n c e , s o c i a l 
s e c u r i t y schemes, s p e c i a l allowances to promote self-employment, support f o r 
s e v e r e l y d i s a b l e d persons and a s s i s t a n c e to f a m i l i e s of unemployed d i s a b l e d persons 
are a l s o r e c e i v i n g more a t t e n t i o n . 

31. Canada reported a two-year p r o j e c t to l i n k Canadian employers to the Job 
Accommodation Network, a telephone c o n s u l t i n g s e r v i c e based i n the Unit e d S t a t e s of 
America, which has a data bank of thousands of examples of how employers have 
s u c c e s s f u l l y accommodated t h e i r d i s a b l e d workers. One country ( T r i n i d a d and 
Tobago) mentioned i t was i n the process of r a t i f y i n g I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour 
O r g a n i z a t i o n Convention No. 159 of 1983 on the v o c a t i o n a l r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and 
employment of d i s a b l e d persons. 

32. Mass media and information campaigns have been reported by seven c o u n t r i e s 
(Botswana, Canada, I n d i a , Oman, P h i l i p p i n e s , T u n i s i a , Y u g o s l a v i a ) . One country 
(Lesotho) encourages d i s a b l e d persons to speak out on a r e g u l a r r a d i o programme. 
Another (Sweden) has provided more s t a t e grants f o r the p u b l i c a t i o n of t a l k i n g 
books, easy r e a d e r s , video production f o r deaf persons and an experimental scheme 
of t a l k i n g newspapers f o r s i g h t - i m p a i r e d persons. One country (Denmark) has 
r e c e n t l y p u b l i s h e d information on the sex problems of d i s a b l e d persons. 

33. One Government (Norway) i s revie w i n g t e c h n i c a l co-operation a s s i s t a n c e , i n 
c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of o r g a n i z a t i o n s r e p r e s e n t i n g d i s a b l e d persons. 
The Danish I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development Agency, which supports an i n s t i t u t e f o r the 
prevention, r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and care of d i s a b l e d persons i n Kenya, w i l l f i n a n c e a 
j u n i o r p r o f e s s i o n a l o f f i c e r f o r the O f f i c e of the S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
Se c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l f o r the Promotion of the United Nations Decade of D i s a b l e d 
Persons. 

34. A number of c o u n t r i e s (Canada, China, Cuba, I n d i a , Oman, Singapore, Sweden) 
s t r e s s the importance of i n v o l v i n g d i s a b l e d persons i n c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s , such as 
i n the a r t s , music and n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l s p o r t s events. Four c o u n t r i e s 
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(Botswana, Ghana, Oman, Port u g a l ) d e s c r i b e d t h e i r use of c u l t u r a l events to promote 
awareness of d i s a b i l i t y i s s u e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the needs and p o t e n t i a l of d i s a b l e d 
persons. 

B. Strengthening n a t i o n a l d i s a b i l i t y committees 

35. N a t i o n a l d i s a b i l i t y committees or s i m i l a r c o - o r d i n a t i n g bodies continue to 
pl a y a c r u c i a l r o l e i n the implementation of the World Programme of A c t i o n . At the 
s i x t h i n t e r - a g e n c y meeting on the Decade, i n 1988, i t was recommended t h a t the 
Se c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l d i r e c t an appeal to Member S t a t e s to e s t a b l i s h and/or strengthen 
n a t i o n a l c o - o r d i n a t i n g committees on d i s a b i l i t y to ensure e f f e c t i v e implementation 
of the World Programme of Act i o n . T h i s appeal was sent i n May 1989. 

36. Also, the Centre f o r S o c i a l Development and Humanitarian A f f a i r s of the United 
Nations O f f i c e a t Vienna has prepared a study on the s t r u c t u r e and f u n c t i o n i n g of 
n a t i o n a l d i s a b i l i t y committees. T h i s study w i l l s e r v e as the main background paper 
for the i n t e r n a t i o n a l meeting on n a t i o n a l d i s a b i l i t y machinery i n developing 
c o u n t r i e s , proposed f o r 1990. The meeting i s being convened j o i n t l y by the 
Department of T e c h n i c a l Co-operation f o r Development of the S e c r e t a r i a t and the 
United Nations O f f i c e a t Vienna. 

C. A c t i v i t i e s of the United Nations system 

37. The S t a t i s t i c a l O f f i c e of the S e c r e t a r i a t reported t h a t i n the f i r s t four 
months of d i s t r i b u t i o n the d i s a b i l i t y s t a t i s t i c s data base (DISTAT) had about 50 
Governments, o f f i c e s and r e s e a r c h i n s t i t u t i o n s as r e g i s t e r e d u s e r s . The 
S t a t i s t i c a l O f f i c e w i l l p u b l i s h i n l a t e 1989 a re p o r t on d i s a b i l i t y s t a t i s t i c s 
r eviewing the a v a i l a b i l i t y of n a t i o n a l data and p u b l i s h i n g s e l e c t e d data on 12 
major t o p i c s . The O f f i c e has i n c r e a s e d co-operation w i t h the r e g i o n a l commissions 
i n the compilation and d i s s e m i n a t i o n of d i s a b i l i t y s t a t i s t i c s and i n the 
development of concepts, methods and t e c h n i c a l co-operation a c t i v i t i e s . I t 
supported the Department of T e c h n i c a l Co-operation f o r Development i n the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n of a workshop on census and survey methods f o r the study of d i s a b i l i t y 
i n Malta, i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h the World Health O r g a n i z a t i o n (WHO) and the 
Economic Commission f o r Europe ( E C E ) . I t i s a l s o c o l l a b o r a t i n g w i t h the Economic 
and S o c i a l Commission f o r Western A s i a (ESCWA) i n the development of d i s a b i l i t y 
s t a t i s t i c s through i t s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the ESCWA inter - a g e n c y task f o r c e on 
d i s a b i l i t y and through a p r o j e c t i n 1989 on t e c h n i c a l a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s to the 
Western As i a n c o u n t r i e s for the development of s t a t i s t i c s on d i s a b l e d persons. 

38. The Department of T e c h n i c a l Co-operation f o r Development of the S e c r e t a r i a t i s 
c u r r e n t l y executing, i n co-operation w i t h the United Nations O f f i c e a t Vienna, 
p r o j e c t s funded by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) i n D j i b o u t i , 
Guinea, Kuwait, M a u r i t a n i a and Somalia, as w e l l as a r e g i o n a l p r o j e c t , which 
s t a r t e d i n October 1988, on t e c h n i c a l a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s to the Gulf c o u n t r i e s f o r 
the development of s t a t i s t i c s on d i s a b l e d persons. I n August 1989, the Department 
i s funding and holding, together w i t h the United Nations O f f i c e a t Vienna, an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l meeting on hiunan r e s o u r c e s i n the f i e l d of d i s a b i l i t y , i n T a l l i n n , 
E s t o n i a n S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t R e p u b lic. 
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39. B e s i d e s p r o v i d i n g advice to Governments on the i n t e g r a t i o n of d i s a b l e d 
persons, ESCWA has prepared a number of s t u d i e s and t e c h n i c a l p u b l i c a t i o n s , 
i n c l u d i n g : ( a ) a d i r e c t o r y of s p e c i a l i z e d i n s t i t u t i o n s , e x p e r t i s e , p r o j e c t s and 
p u b l i c a t i o n s ; (b) a study of s o c i a l trends and s o c i a l i n d i c a t o r s w i t h s p e c i a l 
emphasis on d i s a b l e d persons; ( c ) a s t a t i s t i c a l data base; (d) a study of women and 
d i s a b i l i t y ; ( e ) a study on adaptation of the p h y s i c a l and s o c i a l environment to the 
co n d i t i o n s of d i s a b l e d persons; and ( f ) a study on adaptation and t r a n s f e r of new 
tec h n o l o g i e s designed f o r d i s a b l e d persons. The Centre f o r S o c i a l Development and 
Humanitarian A f f a i r s and ESCWA prepared a p r o f i l e regarding the implementation i n 
Western A s i a of the World Programme of Act i o n . ESCWA w i l l organize a conference on 
c a p a b i l i t i e s and needs of the d i s a b l e d i n the ESCWA region a t Amman from 20 to 
28 November 1989. 

40. The c u r r e n t and next b i e n n i a l work programmes of the Economic Commission f o r 
A s i a and the P a c i f i c (ESCAP) c a l l f o r the promotion of r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and 
e q u a l i z a t i o n of o p p o r t u n i t i e s through t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e , the t r a i n i n g of 
n a t i o n a l personnel and d i s a b l e d persons, and the enhancement of in t e r - a g e n c y 
co-operation and c o l l a b o r a t i o n a t the r e g i o n a l l e v e l . Recent ESCAP a c t i v i t i e s 
i n c l u d e : ( a ) t e c h n i c a l a d v i s o r y m i s s i o n s ; (b) the sponsorship of n a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g 
workshops; ( c ) meetings of the ESCAP i n t e r - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l task f o r c e on d i s a b i l i t y 
concerns; (d) a study on the planning and development of community-based 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n programmes; (e) a workshop on the e q u a l i z a t i o n of o p p o r t u n i t i e s ; and 
( f ) the p u b l i c a t i o n of two handbooks, one on funding and t r a i n i n g r e s o u r c e s i n A s i a 
and the P a c i f i c and the other on the e f f e c t i v e promotion of community awareness. 

41. The s t r a t e g y of the Unit e d Nations C h i l d r e n ' s Fund (UNICEF) i n the f i e l d of 
childhood d i s a b i l i t y continues to focus on three main elements: more e f f e c t i v e 
p r e v e n t i o n of childhood impairments, e a r l y d e t e c t i o n and i n t e r v e n t i o n , and the 
involvement of the f a m i l y and the community as primary sources of s e r v i c e d e l i v e r y 
to d i s a b l e d c h i l d r e n . P r o j e c t s on the c o n t r o l of i o d i n e d e f i c i e n c y d i s o r d e r s have 
been c a r r i e d out i n Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Burma, the C e n t r a l A f r i c a n Republic, 
E t h i o p i a , I n d i a , Nepal, P a k i s t a n and V i e t Nam. I n 1988-1989, UNICEF supported 
p r o j e c t s f o r the c o n t r o l and preve n t i o n of b l i n d n e s s i n Bangladesh, Bhutan, Burkina 
Faso, Colombia, E t h i o p i a , M a u r i t a n i a and V i e t Nam. Community-based r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
p r o j e c t s a r e being c a r r i e d out i n B e l i z e , B r a z i l , China, Costa R i c a , Guatemala, 
Honduras, I n d i a , Kampuchea, Kenya, Morocco, Nicaragua, Oman, V i e t Nam, the Yemen 
Arab Republic and i n other a r e a s . Other UNICEF a c t i v i t i e s i n c l u d e more r e l e v a n t 
education f o r mothers and f a m i l i e s i n the context of prevention, e a r l y d e t e c t i o n 
and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ; s t u d i e s on the i n c i d e n c e and prevalence of childhood d i s a b i l i t y 
i n d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s ; p r e p a r a t i o n of t r a i n i n g m a t e r i a l s ; and the t r a i n i n g of 
parents and personnel i n the primary h e a l t h care system. Continuing emphasis has 
been p l a c e d on i n t e g r a t i n g d i s a b i l i t y components w i t h i n other UNICEF-supported 
p r o j e c t s . 

42. The main t h r u s t of the d i s a b i l i t y - r e l a t e d work of the Unit e d Nations R e l i e f 
and Works Agency f o r P a l e s t i n e Refugees i n the Near E a s t (UNRWA) s t i l l l i e s i n 
Jordan; s i m i l a r a c t i v i t i e s are being planned f o r i t s other four f i e l d s of 
ope r a t i o n . There i s an urgent requirement, e s p e c i a l l y i n the West Bank and the 
Gaza S t r i p , f o r the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of p h y s i c a l l y d i s a b l e d persons. UNRWA i s 
ope r a t i n g four community c e n t r e s now, w i t h a f i f t h one to be opened a t the end of 
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1989. The o b j e c t i v e i s to co-ordinate education, h e a l t h and s o c i a l s e r v i c e s f o r 
d i s a b l e d persons; to provide s o c i a l support to t h e i r f a m i l i e s and s k i l l s t r a i n i n g 
f o r d i s a b l e d refugees; and to promote s m a l l - s c a l e income-generating e n t e r p r i s e s 
p a r t l y or wholly employing d i s a b l e d people and community awareness of the needs and 
p o t e n t i a l of d i s a b l e d persons. UNRWA works i n co-operation w i t h l o c a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , and i t s programmes are helped by l o c a l and f o r e i g n o r g a n i z a t i o n s . An 
event u a l outreach to a l l 62 P a l e s t i n e refugee camps i n the UNRWA area of operations 
would r e q u i r e the a s s i s t a n c e of l o c a l communities and n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
v o l u n t a r y a s s o c i a t i o n s and e x p e r t i s e . 

43. The ILO t e c h n i c a l co-operation programme i n v o c a t i o n a l r e h a b i l i t a t i o n has 
expanded c o n s i d e r a b l y during the Decade, w i t h d i r e c t a s s i s t a n c e to Member S t a t e s 
i n c r e a s i n g from $US 1 m i l l i o n i n 1981 to over $5 m i l l i o n i n 1988. ILO a c t i v i t i e s 
are becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y l i n k e d w i t h those of other i n t e r n a t i o n a l and r e g i o n a l 
agencies, w i t h c o l l a b o r a t i o n i n r e s e a r c h , p r o j e c t s and o r g a n i z a t i o n of 
conferences. I n re c e n t y e a r s , ILO has i n c r e a s i n g l y a s s i s t e d d i s a b l e d refugees; i t 
i s a member of the Committee on A s s i s t a n c e to D i s a b l e d Afghans w i t h i n Operation 
Salam. Other s p e c i a l subgroups r e c e i v i n g c l o s e r ILO a t t e n t i o n i n c l u d e people w i t h 
drug and a l c o h o l problems, women w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s and the m e n t a l l y i l l . Regional 
seminars and s t u d i e s have been undertaken on be h a l f of d i s a b l e d women. At the 
request of the Centre f o r S o c i a l Development and Humanitarian A f f a i r s , ILO i s 
co - o r d i n a t i n g the update and r e p r i n t of the J o i n t United Nations Information 
Centre/non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n development education k i t on women and 
d i s a b i l i t y . ILO r e s e a r c h i n t o t r a i n i n g and employment of d i s a b l e d persons r e s u l t e d 
i n a p u b l i c a t i o n on self-employment. I n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h R e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l , a two-phase r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t i s under way on the impact of new 
tech n o l o g i e s on the employment of d i s a b l e d workers. The ILO V o c a t i o n a l 
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n Branch p u b l i s h e s an i n t e r n a l n e w s l e t t e r e n t i t l e d I n s i d e Rehab, which 
con t a i n s an up-to-date l i s t of ILO p r o j e c t s i n v o c a t i o n a l r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . 

44. The Food and A g r i c u l t u r e O r g a n i z a t i o n of the United Nations (FAO) focuses 
mainly on the pr e v e n t i o n of d i s a b i l i t i e s i n the r u r a l s e c t o r , and most of i t s 
t e c h n i c a l d i v i s i o n s a r e i n v o l v e d i n programmes and p r o j e c t s to teach and apply 
s a f e t y and p r e v e n t i o n techniques. FAO i s engaged i n the preve n t i o n of vector-borne 
d i s e a s e s i n a g r i c u l t u r a l and i r r i g a t i o n p r o j e c t s , and i n the c o n t r o l of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l water p o l l u t i o n , which has the p o t e n t i a l to cause d i s a b i l i t y or even 
m o r t a l i t y . G u i d e l i n e s on the p r e v e n t i o n of a g r i c u l t u r a l water p o l l u t i o n are under 
p r e p a r a t i o n . FAO has two p r o j e c t s f o r r u r a l d i s a b l e d persons, one i n v o l v i n g 
d i s a b l e d c h i l d r e n i n a f i s h e r y p r o j e c t i n Lesotho and the other promoting the 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and i n t e g r a t i o n of d i s a b l e d people i n t o the r u r a l environment i n 
T u n i s i a . I n a d d i t i o n , a scheme i s being developed f o r the i n c l u s i o n of d i s a b l e d 
c h i l d r e n i n the school feeding programmes of the World Food Programme (WFP). 

45. The United Nations E d u c a t i o n a l , S c i e n t i f i c and C u l t u r a l O r g a n i z a t i o n (UNESCO) 
emphasizes the production of e d u c a t i o n a l m a t e r i a l s , the o r g a n i z a t i o n of seminars 
and workshops, and support f o r p r o j e c t s . Besides i t s c o n t i n u i n g s e r i e s of 
g u i d e l i n e s f o r s p e c i a l education, UNESCO w i l l i s s u e two new p u b l i c a t i o n s , one 
concerning planning language c u r r i c u l u m f o r deaf c h i l d r e n and the other a resource 
package t h a t provides p r a c t i c a l suggestions on tea c h i n g c h i l d r e n w i t h s p e c i a l needs 
i n mainstream s c h o o l s . UNESCO seminars and a c t i v i t i e s organized i n 1989 i n c l u d e : 
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(a ) a European t r a i n i n g workshop on education for the deaf; (b) four n a t i o n a l 
workshops on planning and management of s p e c i a l education p r o v i s i o n s , i n d i f f e r e n t 
r e g i o ns; ( c ) a s u b r e g i o n a l workshop w i t h women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s to i n v o l v e them i n 
the f i e l d of d i s a b i l i t y ; (d) a workshop f o r teacher t r a i n e r s on methods and 
techniques f o r working w i t h p u p i l s w i t h l e a r n i n g d i s a b i l i t i e s i n the Arab region; 
and ( e ) an annotated b i b l i o g r a p h y on A r a b i c r e f e r e n c e m a t e r i a l s i n s p e c i a l 
education. UNESCO's proposed medium-term p l a n f o r 1990-1995 w i l l i n c l u d e 
co-operation w i t h Member S t a t e s f o r the development of n a t i o n a l p l a n s f o r s p e c i a l 
education, wider information exchange, and teacher education a c t i v i t i e s aimed a t 
meeting s p e c i a l education needs i n mainstream s c h o o l s . 

46. The r e h a b i l i t a t i o n programme of the World Health O r g a n i z a t i o n (WHO) up to 1995 
aims to ensure t h a t a t l e a s t h a l f of a l l c o u n t r i e s s t a r t community-based 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s i n primary h e a l t h care and other community s e r v i c e s , and 
t h a t 25 per cent of a l l developing c o u n t r i e s s e t up personnel t r a i n i n g programmes 
at the d i s t r i c t l e v e l to expand population coverage. The programme i s developing 
orthopaedic technology f o r the production of a p p l i a n c e s ; WHO h e l d an i n t e r r e g i o n a l 
seminar a t Dakar i n June 1989, e n t i t l e d the "Orthopaedic Workshop without 
Machines". The use of modern m a t e r i a l s to produce orthopaedic a p p l i a n c e s , using 
only an oven and simple t o o l s , w i l l allow c o u n t r i e s to s e t up d e c e n t r a l i z e d , 
low-cost orthopaedic workshops. WHO i s a l s o producing a manual e n t i t l e d T r a i n i n g 
i n the Community fo r People w i t h D i s a b i l i t i e s . 

47. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l I n i t i a t i v e Against Avoidable Disablement (IMPACT), 
co-sponsored by UNDP, WHO and UNICEF, continues to promote a community-based 
approach to a s s i s t i n the development of n a t i o n a l a c t i o n programmes f o r the 
p r e v e n t i o n of d i s a b i l i t y . IMPACT programmes have been c a r r i e d out i n I n d i a , 
T h a i l a n d , Kenya, Mali and Malta, and p r e l i m i n a r y c o n t a c t s have been made with 
A l g e r i a , Congo, Côte d ' I v o i r e , P h i l i p p i n e s , Zambia and Zimbabwe. N a t i o n a l IMPACT 
foundations, now l o c a t e d i n the United Kingdom of Great B r i t a i n and Northern 
I r e l a n d , I n d i a and T h a i l a n d , operate as non-goveriunental o r g a n i z a t i o n s and r a i s e 
funds f o r t h e i r own a c t i v i t i e s . I n a r e c e n t IMPACT p o l i c y review meeting, i t was 
agreed t h a t among IMPACT'S p r i o r i t i e s over the next f i v e y e a r s should be the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of i n t e g r a t e d n a t i o n a l programmes fo r the p r e v e n t i o n of d i s a b i l i t y i n 
a t l e a s t 20 c o u n t r i e s and the development of more IMPACT foundations on the model 
of those a l r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d . 

D. S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l f o r the Promotion 
of the U n i t e d Nations Decade of D i s a b l e d Persons 

48. A c t i v i t i e s of the O f f i c e of the S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l f o r the Promotion of the United Nations Decade of D i s a b l e d 
Persons i n c l u d e d c o n t a c t s w i t h approximately 200 o r g a n i z a t i o n s of or f o r d i s a b l e d 
persons, and o r g a n i z i n g a c o n s u l t a t i v e meeting w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l non-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s a t Vienna on 8 and 9 June 1989. Based on the r e s u l t s of t h i s meeting 
and thanks to funding from the Government of Canada fo r an information expert, who 
was appointed a t the end of May 1989, an a c t i o n p l a n i s being f i n a l i z e d . Two 
p r o j e c t s , one to develop a manual to a s s i s t i n developing n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s of 
d i s a b l e d persons and the other to i d e n t i f y p r o j e c t s , a p p r o priate non-governmental 
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o r g a n i z a t i o n p a r t n e r s and funding sources, have been prepared and now await 
c o n f i r m a t i o n of commitments from sponsors. Denmark has confirmed the funding of a 
j u n i o r p r o f e s s i o n a l o f f i c e r to work on p r o j e c t development a c t i v i t i e s . 

49. The S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e has encouraged a co-ordinated approach to p r o j e c t 
a c t i v i t i e s to avoid d u p l i c a t i o n of e f f o r t and r e s o u r c e s . Through h i s i n i t i a t i v e , 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Trade Centre w i l l a s s e s s the f e a s i b i l i t y of expanding t r a d e among 
developing c o u n t r i e s i n equipment f o r d i s a b l e d persons. The S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
i n i t i a t e d an assessment of the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n needs f o l l o w i n g the earthquake i n 
Armenia i n 1988. As Chairman of the Committee on A s s i s t a n c e to D i s a b l e d Afghans, 
he oversaw the completion i n May 1989 of the g u i d e l i n e s and p r i o r i t i e s f o r United 
Nations humanitarian and economic a s s i s t a n c e programmes r e l a t i n g to d i s a b l e d 
Afghans. Monthly b r i e f i n g s f o r groups of ambassadors are h e l d by the S p e c i a l 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . Plans c a l l f o r c o n c e r t s to be h e l d i n d i f f e r e n t l o c a t i o n s each 
year, as a means of r a i s i n g awareness of the needs of d i s a b l e d persons. 
D i s c u s s i o n s have begun on major f u n d - r a i s i n g i n i t i a t i v e s . An i n t e n s i v e awareness 
and promotion s t r a t e g y was s t a r t e d i n l a t e August 1989, w i t h a promotional brochure 
ready f o r p r i n t i n g once a sponsor was l o c a t e d . 

E. Inter-agency c o l l a b o r a t i o n 

50. The s i x t h i n t e r - a g e n c y meeting on the Unit e d Nations Decade of D i s a b l e d 
Persons was h e l d a t Vienna from 5 to 7 December 1988 (ACC/1988/PG/15). The 
p a r t i c i p a n t s adopted a work p l a n f o r in t e r - a g e n c y meetings during the second h a l f 
of the Decade and h e l d a t e c h n i c a l d i s c u s s i o n on community-based r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . 
For f u t u r e agendas, i t adopted e i g h t s u b s t a n t i v e themes f o r the p e r i o d 1989-1992: 
employment and s o c i a l s e c u r i t y , the development and use of s t a t i s t i c s on d i s a b l e d 
persons, t e c h n o l o g i e s , prevention, education and t r a i n i n g , a c c e s s and independent 
l i v i n g , l e g i s l a t i o n and human r i g h t s , and r e v i s i o n of d e f i n i t i o n s and concepts. 
Among the other items suggested were the second round of the monitoring and 
e v a l u a t i o n e x e r c i s e on the implementation of the World Programme of Action, and a 
s t r a t e g y to the year 2000 and beyond. The seventh inter-agency meeting w i l l be 
convened a t Vienna from 6 to 8 December 1989. 

F. A c t i v i t i e s of intergovernmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

51. The C o u n c i l of Europe has continued i t s programme to harmonize n a t i o n a l p o l i c y 
and l e g i s l a t i o n . Gaps have a l r e a d y been i d e n t i f i e d i n e x i s t i n g l e g i s l a t i v e 
instruments, such as those d e a l i n g w i t h prevention, the t r a i n i n g of r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
personnel and p r o v i s i o n s f o r aging persons who are d i s a b l e d . The C o u n c i l i s a l s o 
a c t i v e i n e f f o r t s to r e v i s e the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C l a s s i f i c a t i o n of Impairments, 
D i s a b i l i t i e s and Handicaps, by working to develop common nomenclature and 
d e f i n i t i o n s . 

52. The Bureau f o r Ac t i o n i n Favour of D i s a b l e d People of the European 
Community (EC) i n d i c a t e s t h a t through HELIOS, the Second A c t i o n Programme on 
D i s a b l e d Persons of the EC, i t continues to promote a European p o l i c y aimed at 
f a c i l i t a t i n g r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and education, as w e l l as s o c i a l and economic 
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i n t e g r a t i o n and independent l i v i n g of d i s a b l e d persons. S p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n i s being 
given to the employment of d i s a b l e d persons. 

G. A c t i v i t i e s of non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

53. The Centre f o r S o c i a l Development and Hiunanitarian A f f a i r s i s expanding i t s 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s . An a d d i t i o n a l p r o f e s s i o n a l 
s t a f f member, fi n a n c e d by extrabudgetary r e s o u r c e s provided by the Government of 
Sweden, has r e c e n t l y been appointed to a c t as a l i a i s o n o f f i c e r w i t h 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s and to work on strengthening n a t i o n a l d i s a b i l i t y 
committees. P r i o r i t y w i l l be given to the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a network p r o v i d i n g 
r e g u l a r , c l o s e c o n t a c t s and c o n s u l t a t i o n s between the Centre and non-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , strengthening them a t the n a t i o n a l l e v e l and promoting more 
sy s t e m a t i c co-operation among them. 

54. Among the i n n o v a t i v e ways being considered to m o b i l i z e a d d i t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s i s 
a proposed g l o b a l campaign i n support of the Decade. T h i s campaign, mentioned i n 
the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s r e p o r t to the l a s t s e s s i o n of the General Assembly 
(A/43/634 and Add.l, para. 10), i s to be c a r r i e d out under the a u s p i c e s of the 
U n i t e d Nations, w i t h the f u l l p a r t i c i p a t i o n of key i n t e r n a t i o n a l non-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g D i s a b l e d Peoples' I n t e r n a t i o n a l , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o u n c i l 
on D i s a b i l i t y and the IMPACT Foundation (United Kingdom). I t s dual purpose i s to 
i n c r e a s e p u b l i c awareness of the Decade and r e l a t e d i s s u e s , and to r a i s e funds fo r 
p r o j e c t s to b e n e f i t d i s a b l e d people, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n developing c o u n t r i e s . 
Although progress has been made i n planning the campaign, i t has been a matter of 
r e g r e t t h a t i t has not been p o s s i b l e to r a i s e the seed money needed to launch i t . 
I n i t i a l funds fo r e f f o r t s to date have been provided by the V o l untary Fund fo r the 
United Nations Decade of D i s a b l e d Persons, i n t e r n a t i o n a l non-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , the Government of the U n i t e d Kingdom and B r i t i s h Airways. I t i s 
hoped t h a t t h e r e w i l l be a f u r t h e r response to the c o n s u l t a t i v e document o u t l i n i n g 
the p r o j e c t and t h a t the f i n a n c i a l requirements f o r the primary stages can be met. 

55. The s i x t e e n t h World Congress of R e h a b i l i t a t i o n I n t e r n a t i o n a l , i n 
September 1988, emphasized the need fo r a dialogue between i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of s e r v i c e p r o v i d e r s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s of d i s a b l e d 
persons. Planning i s now under way f o r the seventeenth World Congress, to be h e l d 
i n Kenya i n November 1992. R e h a b i l i t a t i o n I n t e r n a t i o n a l r e g u l a r l y p u b l i s h e s i t s 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e h a b i l i t a t i o n Review, which now a l s o i n c l u d e s information on g l o b a l 
a c t i v i t i e s during the Decade, provided by the Centre f o r S o c i a l Development and 
Humanitarian A f f a i r s . 

56. D i s a b l e d Peoples' I n t e r n a t i o n a l w i l l hold i t s t h i r d World Congress a t Bogota 
i n November 1989, under the motto "Equal O p p o r t u n i t i e s : from Philosophy to 
A c t i o n " . The o r g a n i z a t i o n i s broadening i t s f u n d - r a i s i n g s t r a t e g i e s , as w e l l as 
i t s l o c a l and n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s h i p , to i n v o l v e d i s a b l e d women and other t a r g e t 
groups. One of i t s members i s D i s a b l e d Women's I n t e r n a t i o n a l , which was founded on 
the o c c a s i o n of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the 
United Nations Decade fo r Women: E q u a l i t y , Development and Peace, h e l d a t N a i r o b i 
i n 1985. I t s purpose i s to e s t a b l i s h an i n t e r n a t i o n a l network on d i s a b l e d women's 
i s s u e s . I t has over 300 members and p u b l i s h e s an i n t e r n a t i o n a l n e w s l e t t e r . 
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57. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l League of S o c i e t i e s f o r Persons w i t h Mental Handicaps has 
e s t a b l i s h e d a s p e c i a l committee on i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The League plans 
to c r e a t e a European a s s o c i a t i o n and to organize a r e g i o n a l Arab conference during 
the next biennium. A second European r e g i o n a l conference w i l l be h e l d i n 
November 1989. 

58. G a l l a u d e t U n i v e r s i t y (Washington, D.C.) i s the world's only a c c r e d i t e d l i b e r a l 
a r t s u n i v e r s i t y t h a t e n r o l s p r i m a r i l y deaf students and o f f e r s i n d i v i d u a l 
programmes. I t s I n t e r n a t i o n a l Centre on Deafness organized the f i r s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
F e s t i v a l and Conference on the Language, C u l t u r e and H i s t o r y of Deaf People, 
e n t i t l e d "The Deaf Way", which took p l a c e a t Washington i n J u l y 1989. T h i s event 
brought together more than 2,000 people from around the world. The World 
Fe d e r a t i o n of the Deaf works c l o s e l y w i t h the Centre f o r S o c i a l Development and 
Humanitarian A f f a i r s and w i t h the Unit e d Nations s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s , and 
e s t a b l i s h e s a l i n k between n a t i o n a l a s s o c i a t e s and a l l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and persons 
i n t e r e s t e d i n The Deaf Way. 

59. At the General Assembly of the World B l i n d Union, h e l d i n September 1988, 
support was r e a f f i r m e d f o r programmes planned fo r the remainder of the Decade. The 
Union plans to produce a manual i n s e v e r a l languages, as w e l l as i n B r a i l l e and 
au d i o - c a s s e t t e v e r s i o n s , on the main a s p e c t s of the World Programme of Action, for 
use by non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s and by the United Nations. 

60. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Network on the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C l a s s i f i c a t i o n of Impairments, 
D i s a b i l i t i e s and Handicaps, e s t a b l i s h e d by the Canadian S o c i e t y f o r the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l C l a s s i f i c a t i o n of Impairments, D i s a b i l i t i e s and Handicaps, i s 
r e v i s i n g t h a t c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h experts and u s e r s . 

61. The Centre f o r S o c i a l Development and Humanitarian A f f a i r s i s a l s o i n contact 
w i t h other n a t i o n a l and r e g i o n a l non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a t are a c t i v e i n 
the d i s a b i l i t y f i e l d . Among these are the A f r i c a n Union of the B l i n d ; Union 
n a t i o n a l e des handicapés physiques e t mentaux de Mauritanie, which i s planning an 
A f r i c a n seminar, postponed from August 1988, on l e a d e r s h i p t r a i n i n g f o r d i s a b l e d 
women, to be h e l d a t Nouackchott; Fédération algérienne des s p o r t s pour handicapés 
e t inadaptés, which i s planning to e s t a b l i s h a ce n t r e f o r sp o r t s for d i s a b l e d 
persons; the Guiñean Deaf A s s o c i a t i o n ; and the A s s o c i a t i o n des handicapés moteurs 
e t amputés du Cameroon. 

62. The A s s o c i a t i o n of the Deaf i n T h a i l a n d i s p r e p a r i n g a Thai s i g n language 
d i c t i o n a r y of 1,000 pages. The p r o j e c t i s being supported, i n t e r a l i a , by the 
Voluntary Fund f o r the United Nations Decade of Di s a b l e d Persons, the United S t a t e s 
Agency for I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development, the Canadian Mis s i o n Fund i n T h a i l a n d , Thai 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Airways and TISCLO, the l a r g e s t Thai investment and s e c u r i t y f i r m . 

63. The L i l i a n e Fund Foundation, founded i n the Netherlands i n 1980, provides 
i n d i v i d u a l a s s i s t a n c e to d i s a b l e d c h i l d r e n i n developing c o u n t r i e s . For promotion 
and f u n d - r a i s i n g purposes the Foundation, which i s a member of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
C a t h o l i c C h i l d Bureau, has produced seven documentary f i l m s i n co-operation w i t h 
Netherlands t e l e v i s i o n on the s i t u a t i o n of d i s a b l e d c h i l d r e n i n Burkina Faso, 
I n d i a , Kenya, Madagascar, N i g e r i a , P h i l i p p i n e s and Z a i r e . 

/. .. 
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H. Strengthening o r g a n i z a t i o n s of d i s a b l e d persons 

64. S i n c e the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Year of D i s a b l e d Persons, many o r g a n i z a t i o n s of 
d i s a b l e d persons have been formed and have acqu i r e d a wealth of experience, which 
they are now i n a p o s i t i o n to share. A g l o b a l p r o j e c t i s being undertaken a t the 
Centre f o r S o c i a l Development and Humanitarian A f f a i r s to determine the type of 
a s s i s t a n c e needed by new o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The aim i s to develop g u i d e l i n e s for the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t and strengthening of such o r g a n i z a t i o n s and f o r funding agencies and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a t provide a s s i s t a n c e . 

I . D i s s e m i n a t i o n of information 

65. D i s t r i b u t i o n of the World Programme of A c t i o n continues to be a p r i o r i t y of 
the Centre. The Spanish v e r s i o n i s being r e v i s e d , i n co-operation w i t h the 
Government of Spain, to b r i n g i t i n t o conformity w i t h c u r r e n t terminology. For 
s i m i l a r reasons, the Chinese v e r s i o n i s being r e v i s e d i n co-operation w i t h the 
China D i s a b l e d Persons' F e d e r a t i o n . 

66. A number of t e c h n i c a l p u b l i c a t i o n s prepared by the Centre and p u b l i s h e d during 
and s i n c e the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Year of D i s a b l e d Persons continue to provide g u i d e l i n e s 
and standards on important t o p i c s . These p u b l i c a t i o n s i n c l u d e the f o l l o w i n g : 
Manual on the E q u a l i z a t i o n of O p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r D i s a b l e d Persons (ST/ESA/177), 
developed to a s s i s t c o n s u l t a n t s and a d v i s e r s to Governments i n developing n a t i o n a l 
d i s a b i l i t y programmes; G u i d e l i n e s f o r Workshops on the E q u a l i z a t i o n of 
O p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r D i s a b l e d Persons, developed f o r use i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the 
Manual; Designing w i t h Care: a Guide to Adaptation of the B u i l t Environment f o r 
D i s a b l e d Persons, aimed a t f a c i l i t a t i n g the work of p l a n n e r s , a r c h i t e c t s , d e signers 
and o t h e r s engaged i n p u b l i c and p r i v a t e b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t s ; D i s a b i l i t y : S i t u a t i o n , 
S t r a t e g i e s and P o l i c i e s (ST/ESA/176), which d e a l s w i t h n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s t r a t e g i e s f o r s o l v i n g d i s a b i l i t y problems, and the Report on A n a l y s i s of the 
Monitoring Q u e s t i o n n a i r e (CSDHA/DDP/GME/3), based on responses r e c e i v e d from over 
80 Governments a t the mid-point of the Decade, which provides information on the 
implementation of the World Programme of Action. 

67. Also a v a i l a b l e are s e v e r a l p u b l i c a t i o n s prepared by the S t a t i s t i c a l O f f i c e of 
the S e c r e t a r i a t i n co-operation w i t h the Centre: Development of S t a t i s t i c a l 
Concepts and Methods on D i s a b i l i t y f o r Household Surveys (ST/ESA/STAT/SER.F/38), a 
two-section r e p o r t based on s e l e c t e d n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l e x p e r i e n c e s ; 
Development of S t a t i s t i c s of D i s a b l e d Persons; Case-Studies (ST/ESA/STAT/SER.Y/2), 
which i s based on information from a l i m i t e d number of c o u n t r i e s and a n a l y s e s the 
s t a t i s t i c s and t e s t i n g techniques f o r u s i n g them e f f e c t i y e l y ; and U n i t e d Nations 
D i s a b i l i t y S t a t i s t i c s Data Base 1975-1986: T e c h n i c a l Manual (ST/ESA/STAT/SER.Y/3), 
developed to c o n s o l i d a t e a v a i l a b l e census and survey s t a t i s t i c s for p o l i c y makers, 
programme pl a n n e r s and r e s e a r c h e r s and o f f e r examples of t h e i r p o t e n t i a l use. 

68. Other p u b l i c a t i o n s a v a i l a b l e from the Centre i n c l u d e the Report of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Expert Meeting on L e g i s l a t i o n f o r E q u a l i z a t i o n of O p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 
People w i t h D i s a b i l i t i e s , which covers three themes: fundamental l e g i s l a t i v e and 
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s o c i a l p o l i c y p r o v i s i o n s for e q u a l i z a t i o n of o p p o r t u n i t i e s , the r o l e of 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n the l e g i s l a t i v e p r o c e s s , and implementation of 
l e g i s l a t i o n ; Co-operatives of D i s a b l e d Persons, p u b l i s h e d to promote a b e t t e r 
understanding of such c o - o p e r a t i v e s and t h e i r c a p a c i t y to promote employment and 
v o c a t i o n a l r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ; and Improving Communications about People w i t h 
D i s a b i l i t i e s , which c o n t a i n s g u i d e l i n e s f o r use by the information media. 

69. The D i s a b l e d Persons B u l l e t i n and the C i r c u l a r L e t t e r to N a t i o n a l D i s a b i l i t y 
Committees and S i m i l a r Co-ordinating Bodies continue to p l a y an important r o l e i n 
the Centre's information a c t i v i t i e s . The B u l l e t i n , p u b l i s h e d i n a new format, 
provides g e n e r a l information on d i s a b i l i t y prevention, r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and 
e q u a l i z a t i o n of o p p o r t u n i t i e s . Thanks to the T h i e l B r a i l l e p r i n t e r generously 
donated to the United Nations i n e a r l y 1989 by the American IMPACT Foundation, a 
summary of the B u l l e t i n and the C i r c u l a r L e t t e r are being t r a n s c r i b e d i n t o E n g l i s h 
B r a i l l e . Copies are a v a i l a b l e upon request. Funding p e r m i t t i n g , the Centre 
expects to expand t h i s important information s e r v i c e . 

J . Access to United Nations meetings and information 

70. At the request of the General Assembly, a study was c a r r i e d out i n 1981 by the 
Centre for S o c i a l Development and Humanitarian A f f a i r s , e n t i t l e d Access to United 
Nations B u i l d i n g s , Documents and Information F a c i l i t i e s for Persons w i t h S e n s o r i a l 
D i s a b i l i t i e s . The t h r e e - p a r t r e p o r t , concerning persons who are v i s u a l l y - i m p a i r e d , 
hearing-impaired or m o b i l i t y - i m p a i r e d , was compiled by experts who were themselves 
d i s a b l e d . The survey covered the United Nations b u i l d i n g s i n New York, Geneva and 
Vienna. At each l o c a t i o n , there has been p a r t i a l implementation of the 
recommendations. Information r e c e n t l y r e c e i v e d by the Centre provides a 
p r e l i m i n a r y assessment of the improvements n e c e s s a r y to ensure the f u l l and equal 
a c c e s s of d i s a b l e d persons to U n i t e d Nations f a c i l i t i e s and meetings. 

71. B u i l d i n g s Management, Vienna, e s t i m a t e s t h a t improvements to provide f u l l 
p h y s i c a l a c c e s s to the Vienna I n t e r n a t i o n a l Centre could be c a r r i e d out e a s i l y and 
on s h o r t n o t i c e a t a c o s t of approximately $250,000. T h i s would i n c l u d e l e v e l l i n g 
s t r e e t curbs, paving pavements, marking p a r k i n g p l a c e s , i n s t a l l i n g e l e c t r i c door 
buttons, i n s t a l l i n g an intercom system at v a r i o u s p o i n t s , p l a c i n g a ramp to the 
conference room rostrum, lowering t a b l e s i n the r e s t a u r a n t s e l f - s e r v i c e a r e a and 
i n s t a l l i n g more t o i l e t f a c i l i t i e s f o r w h e e l c h a i r u s e r s . However, s u b s t a n t i a l 
m o d i f i c a t i o n s f o r persons w i t h impaired v i s i o n or impaired h e a r i n g would imply 
c o n s i d e r a b l e a d d i t i o n a l c o s t s . 

72. B u i l d i n g s Management, Geneva, reported t h a t m o d i f i c a t i o n s for 
m o b i l i t y - i m p a i r e d persons had been c a r r i e d out i n the annex housing the United 
Nations O f f i c e at Geneva a t Petit-Saconnex. However, m o d i f i c a t i o n s f o r persons who 
are hearing-impaired or v i s u a l l y - i m p a i r e d had not been p o s s i b l e owing to the 
d e p l e t i o n of budgetary r e s o u r c e s . B u i l d i n g s Management both at Geneva and at 
Vienna noted, however, t h a t an updated survey of the improvements r e q u i r e d at each 
l o c a t i o n and t h e i r c o s t i m p l i c a t i o n s would have to be made by a c o n s u l t a n t and t h a t 
the n e c e s s a r y funding would have to be obtained, s i n c e such surveys could not be 
charged to common s e r v i c e s . 

/ . . . 
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К. I n t e r n a t i o n a l information system 

73. I n e a r l y 1989, the Centre f o r S o c i a l Development and Humanitarian A f f a i r s 
implemented the f i r s t phase of a p i l o t p r o j e c t to develop i t s c l e a r i n g - h o u s e 
f u n c t i o n as the f o c a l p o i n t w i t h i n the Unit e d Nations system f o r g l o b a l d i s a b i l i t y 
i s s u e s . The p r o j e c t aims to e s t a b l i s h an information data base system t h a t would 
a l s o provide information about other i n f o r m a t i o n c e n t r e s , i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s and p r o j e c t s i n the f i e l d of d i s a b i l i t y . The f i r s t phase was made 
p o s s i b l e by the generous support of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n f o r Documentation 
and the Computer and Automation I n s t i t u t e of the Hungarian Academy of S c i e n c e s . 
Missions were undertaken to examine the re s o u r c e s a v a i l a b l e a t the l i b r a r i e s of the 
United Nations High Commissioner f o r Refugees (UNHCR), ILO and WHO a t Geneva; FAO 
at Rome; UNESCO a t P a r i s ; and the Unit e d Nations I n d u s t r i a l Development 
O r g a n i z a t i o n (UNIDO) a t Vienna. These m i s s i o n s a l s o d e f i n e d the p o t e n t i a l of a 
system-wide information network and the f e a s i b i l i t y of c o l l e c t i n g , p r o c e s s i n g and 
d i s s e m i n a t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n through a cl e a r i n g - h o u s e e s t a b l i s h e d a t the Centre as the 
core of such a network. I t has been suggested t h a t an experimental v e r s i o n of the 
computerized c l e a r i n g - h o u s e data base should f i r s t be e s t a b l i s h e d u s i n g the 
information c o l l e c t e d during the f i r s t stage, as w e l l as a d d i t i o n a l information 
from the a g e n c i e s . F o l l o w i n g t h i s experimental stage, the p i l o t p r o j e c t should be 
switched over to the main data base p r o j e c t . At l e a s t one P r o f e s s i o n a l and one 
s e c r e t a r y would be r e q u i r e d to develop the p o t e n t i a l of the p r e l i m i n a r y data base. 

L. F e a s i b i l i t y study on ways to mark the end of the Decade 

74. S i n c e the mid-Decade review i n 1987, the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community has i n d i c a t e d 
the need to mark the end of the Decade i n 1992, i n c l u d i n g a review of g l o b a l 
progress during the Decade and development of a s t r a t e g y f o r a c t i o n to the year 
2000 and beyond. The General Assembly, a t i t s f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n , and the 
Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l , a t i t s f i r s t r e g u l a r s e s s i o n of 1989, both attached 
importance to a f e a s i b i l i t y study of a l t e r n a t i v e ways of marking the end of the 
Decade. An ex p e r t group meeting w i l l c o n s i d e r t h i s s u b j e c t a t i t s meeting a t 
H e l s i n k i i n May 1990, to be he l d a t the i n v i t a t i o n of the Government of F i n l a n d . 
As requested by the General Assembly i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 43/98, the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 
w i l l p r e s e n t the f e a s i b i l i t y study to the Assembly at i t s f o r t y - f i f t h s e s s i o n . 

M. Employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r d i s a b l e d persons i n the United Nations 

75. The d r a f t p l a n f o r improving equal employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s for d i s a b l e d 
persons i n the United Nations was submitted to the t h i r t e e n t h s e s s i o n of the S t a f f 
Management Co-o r d i n a t i o n Committee, h e l d i n New York from 27 February to 
3 March 1989. The meeting endorsed the d r a f t p lan and recommended i t s e a r l y 
implementation. The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l has s i n c e accepted the recommendation. The 
O f f i c e of Human Resources Management of the S e c r e t a r i a t i s now c i r c u l a t i n g the plan 
and w i l l monitor i t s implementation. The plan w i l l be presented to the seventh 
i n t e r - a g e n c y meeting on the United Nations Decade of D i s a b l e d Persons i n 
December 1989. 
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N. T e c h n i c a l co-operation a c t i v i t i e s 

76. During the p e r i o d under review the Centre f o r S o c i a l Development and 
Humanitarian A f f a i r s , i n co-operation w i t h the Department of T e c h n i c a l Co-operation 
f o r Development, provided short-term a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s to China, Guinea, M a u r i t a n i a 
and Somalia. I n China, the m i s s i o n provided advice w i t h regard to p o l i c i e s and 
programmes concerning s o c i a l groups, i n c l u d i n g d i s a b l e d persons. The m i s s i o n s to 
Guinea and M a u r i t a n i a were c a r r i e d out i n connection w i t h the review of ongoing 
i n s t i t u t i o n - b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t s concerned w i t h e s t a b l i s h i n g n a t i o n a l d i s a b i l i t y 
c e n t r e s . I n Somalia, the m i s s i o n c a r r i e d out the f i r s t t r i p a r t i t e review of an 
ongoing i n s t i t u t i o n - b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t concerned w i t h the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a 
t e c h n i c a l s e c r e t a r i a t f o r the N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l f o r S o c i a l Welfare. At the request 
of the Government of Swaziland, a p r e p a r a t o r y m i s s i o n c a r r i e d out a p r e l i m i n a r y 
assessment of the s t a t u s of d i s a b i l i t y l e g i s l a t i o n and organized t e c h n i c a l s e r v i c e s 
w i t h regard to developing appropriate d i s a b i l i t y l e g i s l a t i o n . 

77. I n i t s c a p a c i t y as f o c a l p o i n t f o r the implementation of the World Programme 
of A c t i o n , the Centre f o r S o c i a l Development and Humanitarian A f f a i r s , i n 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h the L j u b l j a n a Support S e r v i c e f o r T e c h n i c a l Co-operation i n the 
F i e l d of D i s a b i l i t y , organized two s u b r e g i o n a l workshops on t e c h n i c a l a i d s : one a t 
Moshi, United Republic of Tanzania, i n J u l y 1988, f o r experts from e a s t e r n and 
southern A f r i c a ; and the other a t Conakry i n November 1988, w i t h e x p e r t s from west 
A f r i c a . I n view of the economic s i t u a t i o n of many A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s , the Tanzanian 
workshop recommended the promotion of mass production of low-cost o r t h o t i c and 
p r o s t h e t i c a p p l i a n c e s , u s i n g indigenous m a t e r i a l s , and d i s t r i b u t i o n of A f r i c a n 
c o u n t r i e s having a c q u i r e d t e c h n i c a l competence i n the production of such a p p l i a n c e s 
of the appropriate information to other Member S t a t e s of the O r g a n i z a t i o n of 
A f r i c a n U n i t y . At the workshop h e l d a t Conakry, p a r t i c i p a n t s d i s c u s s e d the need 
f o r i n t e r - A f r i c a n co-operation i n developing t e c h n i c a l a i d s s u i t e d to the A f r i c a n 
p h y s i c a l and socio-economic environment. The United Nations was c a l l e d upon to 
a s s i s t i n e s t a b l i s h i n g an A f r i c a n a s s o c i a t i o n of o r t h o t i s t s and p r o s t h e s i s t s as the 
b a s i s of a network of p r o f e s s i o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n s . 

IV. VOLUNTARY FUND FOR THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE OF DISABLED PERSONS 

78. The Voluntary Fund f o r the United Nations Decade of D i s a b l e d Persons continues 
to provide seed-толеу gr a n t s f o r i n n o v a t i v e and c a t a l y t i c p r o j e c t s of b e n e f i t to 
d i s a b l e d persons. S i n c e the beginning of i t s o p e r a t i o n i n 1980, the Fund has 
provided over $2 m i l l i o n i n seed-money g r a n t s to 110 p r o j e c t s . Table 1 p r e s e n t s 
the r e g i o n a l d i s t r i b u t i o n of the g r a n t s . During the p e r i o d under review, the Fund 
r e c e i v e d more than 70 requests f o r a s s i s t a n c e , of which only 25 were approved f o r 
funding, i n v o l v i n g a resource disbursement of $353,651 w i t h an average p r o j e c t 
grant of $14,000. 
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Table 1. D i s t r i b u t i o n of grants by region 

Number of oronects aooroved Value of a r a n t 

Region 
January 1980 

to December 1987 
January 1988 
to June 1989 

(United S t a t e s d o l l a r s ) 
January 1980 January 1988 

to December 1987 to June 1989 

A f r i c a 20 8 653 875 151 256 

A s i a and the 
P a c i f i c 20 7 299 405 69 617 

Europe 1 0 1 440 0 

L a t i n America 
and the Caribbean 7 2 68 050 19 600 

Western A s i a 4 1 70 543 35 ООО 

I n t e r r e g i o n a l 
and g l o b a l 13 _7 780 974 78 178 

T o t a l M 25 1 874 287 353 651 

79. More than three f o u r t h s of the r e s o u r c e s d i s b u r s e d during the p e r i o d were fo r 
r e g i o n a l and country l e v e l p r o j e c t s . The remaining r e s o u r c e s were a l l o c a t e d f o r 
p r o j e c t s concerned w i t h i n t e r r e g i o n a l and g l o b a l l e v e l a c t i v i t i e s , d i r e c t e d 
p a r t i c u l a r l y towards expanding the g l o b a l body of knowledge on d i s a b i l i t y i s s u e s , a 
p r e r e q u i s i t e to promote co-operation p a r t i c u l a r l y among developing c o u n t r i e s . 
A f r i c a and A s i a and the P a c i f i c accounted f o r n e a r l y two t h i r d s of the p r o j e c t s 
supported during the p e r i o d . 

80. Table 2 provides data on the d i s t r i b u t i o n of grants among s i x p r i n c i p a l 
s u b j e c t a r e a s . I t may be r e c a l l e d t h a t the report of the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l to 
the f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the General Assembly (A/43/634 and Add.l) had 
c a t e g o r i z e d the a c t i v i t i e s of the Fund i n t o s i x s u b j e c t a r e a s . F o l l o w i n g f u r t h e r 
review and a n a l y s i s of the o p e r a t i o n of the Fund, the "information exchange" 
category has been renamed " t e c h n i c a l exchange" i n order to r e f l e c t more 
a p p r o p r i a t e l y the b a s i c o b j e c t i v e of the a c t i v i t y , which i s to i n c r e a s e t e c h n i c a l 
knowledge and exchange of experiences i n the f i e l d of d i s a b i l i t y . 

/. 
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Table 2. D i s t r i b u t i o n of g rants by s u b j e c t a r e a 

Number of o r o i e c t s aooroved Value of grant 

Area 
January 1980 

to December 1987 
January 1988 
to June 1989 

(United S t a t e s 
January 1980 

to December 1987 

d o l l a r s ) 
January 1988 
to June 1989 

Promotional 
a c t i v i t i e s 10 1 169 709 5 ООО 

Support to 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s of 
or concerned w i t h 
d i s a b l e d persons 15 2 398 692 7 500 

Data c o l l e c t i o n ; 
a p p l i e d r e s e a r c h 14 5 222 332 71 800 

T r a i n i n g 27 10 926 148 136 873 

T e c h n i c a l exchange 16 6 137 306 73 478 

T e c h n i c a l 
co-operation on 
d i s a b i l i t y p o l i c i e s 
and programmes _2 _A 20 100 59 ООО 

T o t a l 85 25 1 874 287 353 651 

81, T r a i n i n g , the major ar e a of Fund support, was a l s o the major r e c i p i e n t of 
the g r a n t s d i s b u r s e d (39 per c e n t ) . T e c h n i c a l exchange was the second l a r g e s t 
r e c i p i e n t (21 per c e n t ) . The remaining res o u r c e s went fo r data c o l l e c t i o n and 
r e s e a r c h (20 per c e n t ) , t e c h n i c a l co-operation on d i s a b i l i t y p o l i c i e s and 
programmes (17 per c e n t ) , support to o r g a n i z a t i o n s of or f o r d i s a b l e d persons 
(2 per cent) and promotional a c t i v i t i e s (1 per c e n t ) . 

A. S e l e c t e d p r o j e c t experiences 

82. I n accordance w i t h the terms of r e f e r e n c e of the Fund, s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n has 
been devoted to i n c r e a s i n g the c a p a c i t i e s of developing c o u n t r i e s . A s s i s t a n c e has 
taken a v a r i e t y of forms, ranging from support f o r l a r g e - s c a l e i n s t i t u t i o n - b u i l d i n g 
p r o j e c t s to the f i n a n c i n g of s m a l l - s c a l e i n i t i a t i v e s . I n Guinea, f o r i n s t a n c e , the 
Fund i s supporting an important i n s t i t u t i o n - b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t f o c u s i n g on v a r i o u s 
a s p e c t s of i n t e g r a t i n g deaf persons. S i m i l a r l y i n T h a i l a n d the- Fund i s a s s i s t i n g 
to strengthen the d i s a b i l i t y - r e l a t e d a c t i v i t i e s of a l a r g e - s c a l e r e l i e f and 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n p r o j e c t sponsored by the Government. 
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83. Developing and tapping the p o t e n t i a l of d i s a b l e d persons i s an emerging area 
of support. I n Somalia, the Fund supported an o c c u p a t i o n a l therapy workshop f o r 
the t r a i n i n g and s k i l l s development of ment a l l y d i s a b l e d persons i n v a r i o u s 
income-earning t r a d e s . The Fund a l s o continued to a s s i s t the Asi a n F e d e r a t i o n of 
Laryngectomees i n i t s t r a i n i n g of v o i c e t r a i n e r s from developing c o u n t r i e s of the 
A s i a and P a c i f i c region; and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Fund Sports D i s a b l e d i n i t s t r a i n i n g 
workshops f o r s p o r t s i n s t r u c t o r s to promote s p o r t s f o r d i s a b l e d persons. I n 
Uruguay, the Fund a s s i s t e d i n the p u b l i c a t i o n of l i t e r a t u r e i n Spanish B r a i l l e , 
which w i l l be an important resource m a t e r i a l for the education of the 
Spanish-speaking persons who are b l i n d . 

84. Support from the Fund a l s o i n c l u d e d funding f o r the p u b l i c a t i o n of s t a t i s t i c a l 
m a t e r i a l , p r e p a r a t i o n of g u i d e l i n e s on the development of o r g a n i z a t i o n s of d i s a b l e d 
persons and the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of persons from l e a s t - d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s i n 
t e c h n i c a l exchange forums. Each of these p r o j e c t s i s a unique and r e q u i s i t e 
a c t i v i t y f o r the e f f e c t i v e implementation of the World Programme of Ac t i o n . 

85. These are only r e p r e s e n t a t i v e examples of a c t i v i t i e s through which the Fund 
has been f u l f i l l i n g i t s mandates. By p r o v i d i n g small but c r i t i c a l l y needed 
complementary res o u r c e s to those a c t i v i t i e s which otherwise tend to be e a s i l y 
overlooked i n l a r g e - s c a l e development p l a n s , the Fund has c o n t r i b u t e d to 
stre n g t h e n i n g the c a p a c i t i e s of developing c o u n t r i e s . I t has a l s o continued to 
p l a y a p o s i t i v e r o l e i n r a i s i n g awareness of d i s a b i l i t y i s s u e s , p r o v i d i n g f i n a n c i a l 
support and m o b i l i z i n g r e s o u r c e s , 

86. The data a v a i l a b l e i n d i c a t e t h a t every d o l l a r provided as seed money from the 
Fund has m o b i l i z e d an a d d i t i o n a l s i x d o l l a r s from other sources, g e n e r a t i n g a 
m u l t i p l i e r e f f e c t s i x times as g r e a t . The $353,651 provided from January 1988 to 
June 1989 r e s u l t e d i n over $2 m i l l i o n i n a d d i t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s , which would not 
otherwise have become a v a i l a b l e . 

B. P r o j e c t c o - f i n a n c i n g 

87. The p e r i o d under review was a l s o marked by continued c l o s e co-operation 
between the Centre for S o c i a l Development and Humanitarian A f f a i r s and the Arab 
Gulf Programme f o r United Nations Development O r g a n i z a t i o n s . The p r o j e c t funding 
agreement between t h a t Programme and the Centre concerning a s s i s t a n c e to d i s a b l e d 
persons i n D j i b o u t i was e f f e c t e d through the r e l e a s e of the c o - f i n a n c i n g grant 
i n 1988. A programme review c o n s u l t a t i o n between the two, h e l d a t Riyadh i n 
February 1989, r e s u l t e d i n the r e l e a s e of c o - f i n a n c i n g grants from the Arab Gulf 
Programme f o r e i g h t a d d i t i o n a l d i s a b i l i t y p r o j e c t s : the expansion of the Al-Amal 
I n s t i t u t e f o r Mentally Retarded C h i l d r e n i n Lebanon; development of the V o c a t i o n a l 
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n Centre i n the Sudan; manufacture of lower limb p r o s t h e s e s i n 
developing c o u n t r i e s ; monitoring of a c t i v i t i e s i n s e l e c t e d t a r g e t areas of 
d i s a b i l i t y p r e v e n t i o n i n developing c o u n t r i e s ; p r o v i s i o n of t e c h n i c a l a d v i s o r y 
s e r v i c e s f o r strengthening d i s a b i l i t y s t a t i s t i c s i n Arab Gulf c o u n t r i e s ; 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g the c a p a c i t y of the West A f r i c a n F e d e r a t i o n of A s s o c i a t i o n s for the 
Advancement of Handicapped Persons; the t r a i n i n g of mentally d i s a b l e d adolescents 
i n H a i t i ; and support to the Resource Centre for the B l i n d i n P a k i s t a n . 

/. 
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С. Resource management and s t a t u s 

88. The managerial r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the Fund continues to r e s t w i t h the 
D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l of the Centre for S o c i a l Development and Hiananitarian A f f a i r s of 
the United Nations O f f i c e a t Vienna, who designated the S o c i a l Development 
Committee on T r u s t Fund Operations, e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1987, as the body r e s p o n s i b l e 
for the e f f i c i e n t o peration of the Fund. P r o j e c t proposals are a p p r a i s e d by t h i s 
Committee and recommended to United Nations Headquarters f o r f i n a n c i a l approval. 
Experience shows t h a t these procedures have been very e f f e c t i v e i n f a c i l i t a t i n g 
t r a n s a c t i o n s , implementation and e v a l u a t i o n of g r a n t s . 

89. The Fund has continued to f u l f i l i t s mandates d e s p i t e i t s l i m i t e d f i n a n c i a l 
r e s o u r c e s . R e g r e t t a b l y , the gap between the a v a i l a b i l i t y of and demand fo r 
re s o u r c e s has widened as a r e s u l t of d e c l i n i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n s and an i n c r e a s i n g 
number of r e q u e s t s . The t o t a l niomber of requests i n 1988, f o r i n s t a n c e , was 
s e v e r a l times g r e a t e r than the t o t a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s , r e c e i v e d by the Fund from 
10 S t a t e s ( A u s t r i a , C e n t r a l A f r i c a n Republic, China, France, Greece, Holy See, 
I t a l y , Japan, Luxembourg, Z a i r e ) . The 1988 pledging conference f o r U n i t e d Nations 
development a c t i v i t i e s r e s u l t e d i n pledges of only $91,000 from nine Governments 
( A u s t r i a , Bangladesh, C e n t r a l A f r i c a n Republic, China, Colombia, France, Greece, 
Holy See, P h i l i p p i n e s ) , much l e s s than the t o t a l pledges of $17 5,933 from 
11 c o u n t r i e s during the preceding year. 




