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International Year of Disabled Persons: report
of the Secretary-General (concluded)

REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE (A/36/764)

1. Mr. DORR (Ireland): The proclamation of an interna-
tional year by the United Nations helps to focus the atten-
tion of the whole international community on a particular
issue of importance in the social, political., economic or
human rights field. Of course, the selection of themes for
international years by the Assembly must be done pru-
dently and with due regard for the topics which deserve
the particular attention of the international community at a
particular time. We believe that the proclamation of 1981
as International Year of Disabled Persons was particularly
timely and that the theme of full participation and equal-
ity for the disabled is particularly deserving of interna-
tional attention.

2. The delegation of Ireland is glad to take part in the
General Assembly discussion of the International Year. By
doing so, we want to indicate the support of the Govern-
ment of Ireland for the theme of the Year and for the
basic objectives of the Year as contained in General As-
sembly resolution 31/123 of 16 December 1976.

3. The problem of disabled persons considered at the
world level is indeed a very large one. It has been esti-
mated that some 500 million people suffer in some way
from disability. Put another way. as many as one person
in ten is affected by a physical, mental or sensory impair-
ment. Of course, if the families and relatives of the dis-
abled are considered, the number who are adversely af-
fected is much greater. In this case, too, as in the case of
many of the world’s major problems, the developing
countries are the hardest hit. It has been estimated that
some 400 million disabled people live in the developing
world, and in some countries as many as 20 per cent of
the total popnlation may be affected.

4. In our approach to the work of the International Year
it is clearly important, in my delegation’s view. to stress
both parts of the theme ‘Full participation and equality™.
On the one hand, disabled persons are entitled to full
rights and to equality as members of society. On the other
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hand, they have a valuable contribution to make to soci-
ety. Therefore emphasis should also be laid on the con-
cept of full participation, so that the disabled may be en-
couraged to exercise to the full the abilities and the
talents they possess for the benefit of the community as a
whole.

5. However, perhaps the most lasting result of a year
such as the International Year for the Disabled may be
psychological. The traditional attitude of society to a dis- -
advantaged group can be changed by the attention focused
on the problems of that group. More important, however,
is that the disadvantaged group itself may gain from the
Year increased confidence and a greater sense of soli-
darity which will encourage them to seek the full rights
which society, consciously or unconsciously, has too
often denied them.

6. In many instances. prejudice has hindered the disabled
from playing their full role, and one major effect of the
International Year will be to challenge ingrained attitudes
in our society which lead us to underestimate the capaci-
ties of the disabled and the contribution which they can
make.

7. In Ireland, through government action and through
the activities of voluntary organizations, a particular
effort is being made to implement the theme for the Year,
“Full participation and equality”. In accordance with the
recommendations of resolution 31/123, a national commit-
tee for the International Year was established. The Com-
mittee has set itself, through a publicity campaign on ra-
dio and television, to educate and inform the public of the
abilities of the disabled and of their right to participate in
and contribute to the life of the community.

8. At government level, improved facilities for the dis-
abled are being considered and action is already being
taken in a number of fields. First, a Green Paper on serv-
ices for the disabled is being published. It will focus at-
tention on services that require improvement and explore
the possibiiities of new services and facilities. Secondly.
the Irish Government has already committed itself to re-
serving a quota of 3 per cent of all public service jobs for
disabled persons. A number of special competitions have
been held and some 100 such persons have already been
recruited into the public service. Thirdly, there has been
an improvement in the allowances for disabled persons
and a comprehensive register of the physically disabled is
now being compiled. A register of the mentally disabled
1s already available. Fourthly, in the area of housing there
are increased grants for disabled persons for house adap-
tations and there are plans for new national building reg-
ulations to lay down design criteria for buildings so as to
provide suitable access for the disabled. In some cases
specially-designed houses will be provided. Fifthly. stud-
ies are under way in regard to improved access to public
transport, and local authorities with responsibilities in that
area are taking account of the problems of the disabled in
the provision of traffic signals and the removal of obsta-
cles. And, sixthly, the Irish Ministry of Education is lay-
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ing particular emphasis on integrating disabled children
into ordinary schools, and in teacher-training colleges
trainee teachers are being given a better appreciation of
disability.

9. Action is not, of course, limited to Government. Vol-
untary organizations in Ireland are particularly active in
this current year in examining employment opportunities,
in organizing sport and recreation for the handicapped
and in the organization of seminars and conferences for
the study of their problems and the opportunities open to
-them. It will be clear from what I have said that, through
both Government action and voluntary activity, every
effort is being made in Ireland to make this International
Year a time of heightened awareness both of the problems
of the disabled and of the contribution which they can
make to the economic, social and cultural life of the
whole community.

10. We believe that the draft World Programme of Ac-
tion concerning Disabled Persons has provided a similar
focus of attention and impetus for action at the interna-
tional level. My delegation endorses the draft Programme
and looks forward to its early adoption.

11. A booklet published by the United Nations for the
International Year states very well the purpose we have
set ourselves in proclaiming 1981 the Year of the Dis-
abled:

“It is designed to remind individuals and commu-
nities of their own responsibilities, and to stimulate the
world’s conscience in the search for a solution. It at-
tempts to mobilize the goodwill and humanitarian
drive latent in all communities in a cause which tran-
scends boundaries and sectarian loyalties.”

12. I believe that the International Year is already hav-
ing a good effect in these respects. The world’s con-
scierice has indeed been stimulated, goodwill has been
mobilized and individuals and communities have been re-
minded of their responsibilities. But, of course, whatever
is done during the Year itself can only be a beginning.
The aim of full equality and participation in society for
the disabled is one. which will require continuing under-
standing and attention. Indeed, in some cases it will re-
quire a major change of attitude on the part of society as
a whole. That is not an easy task. The work of the cur-
rent year, however, is a good beginning, and at both na-
tional and international levels my country is glad to be
able to play its part.

13. Mr. ZAKI (Maldives): Although my Minister al-
ready formally conveyed my Government’s congratula-
tions to the President of the General Assembly, at the
26th meeting, I should like to take this first opportunity
of addressing the Assembly to offer my own warm con-
gratulations to Mr. Kittani on his election to the presi-
dency of this session. I associate myself most sincerely
with the sentiments expressed by my colleagues to 'the
effect that he is well qualified to perform that onerous
task. I am confident that he will fulfil his responsibilities
in a manner befitting his position, unenviable though it
is.

14. I should like also to pay a tribute to the President of
the thirty-fifth session of the Assembly, Mr von
Wechmar, for the diligent and intelligent manner in which
he carried out his duties.

15. Needless to say, Mr Kurt Waldheim has dis-
tinguished himself as an experienced and polished diplo-
mat in the performance of his duties as Secretary-General
at a time when the international situation has remained
afflicted by the turbulence and turmoil resulting from ri-
valry, suspicion and at times even hatred.

16. The subject under discussion today is not a new
problem that mankind has faced in the twentieth century
alone. Throughout human history, there have always been
instances when groups of people in every community
have had to live with physical or sensory impairment or
disability.

17. The importance and urgency of investigating this
problem had been gathering momentum even before the
United Nations was established. By about the middle of
this century, the problem had assumed such alarming pro-
portions that the international community decided to take
it up as a priority issue.

18. The staggering figure of 500 million people, our
own fellow beings, who live a life of impairment and
often in a state of neglect, is not something that can be
considered lightlv, nor should that consideration be
postponed any longer.

19. While I do not consider myself competent to deal
with all the major aspects of this important issue, 1
should like to address myself io some that I feel deserve
serious consideration.

20. In 1971, with the adoption of General Assembly
resolution 2856 (XXVI), on the Declaration on the Rights
of Mentally Retarded Persons, and in 1975, resolution 3447
{(XXX), on the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Per-
sons, it was obvious that_this problem, in all its as-
pects, had come under the focus of this international
body. The fact that just one year later, in 1976, it was
decided to observe the International Year of Disabled Per-
sons in 1981, thus bringing the two earlier Declarations
under one umbrella as it were, shows that we were well
aware of the extent of even the political and economic
implications of the problem.

21. What we perhaps did not know and could not even
guess at that time were the twists and turns in political
and economic paths, both at the international and at the
national level, that would impede effective implementa-
tion of the decisions in question and the attainment of the
great objective of enabling our disabled fellow beings to
join the mainstream of life in our respective societies.

22. If the discussion we are engaged in today concerned
only the natural causes—if I may use that phrase—of dis-
ability, perhaps decisions and their implementation would
involve lesser implications. My delegation fully agrees
with the concept of tackling this important issue on two
fronts, prevention and rehabilitation. It is on the preven-
tive aspect that I should like to think aloud.

23. I am sure we could agree that the reason this prob-
lem had escalated to a seemingly unsurmountable degree
by the middle of this century is to be found in the two
world wars. While we set -about considering steps for the
prevention of the causes of disability, therefore, I strongly
feel that no less consideration must be given to avoiding
not only world wars, but any conflicts, on whatever scale,
where human blood is shed and lives are lost.
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24. If we are sincere in our approach to tackling this
problem, and if we are realistic, I believe we must agree
that on the one hand to discuss the subject of the plight of
our disabled fellow-beings in this forum, and, on the
other hand to create causes for conflicts or proxy wars,
however limited they may be, makes little or no sense.
That is why I sincerely feel that the problem we are dis-
cussing today has great implications and encompasses a
number of subjects that the Organization is currently
grappling with. I mean human rights, the settlement of
disputes by peaceful means, international security and
even disarmament.

25. As we can see from the report of the Secretary-Gen-
eral [A/36/471 and Add. 1-3], action of many kinds has
been taken by a large number of countries in an effort to
respond to the resolutions of the Assembly relating to the
question of disabled persons. They arc as yet, however,
but initial steps. Even in this sphere, the vast majority of
the Member States will, I am sure, need considerable
technical and other assistance from more advanced, afflu-

ent and specialized sources. Since none of us fails to see.

the tremendous benefits that would result from imple-
menting effective preventive arid rehabilitation plans for
disabled persons in our respective societies, I have no
doubt that the technical and other resources available
within the Organization are urgently required, at least in
taking the first steps in the right direction.

26. The population exodus since the Second World War
and the widening gap between population growth and
food production, along with the economic chaos prevail-
ing today, compel most, if not all, of the developing
countries to channel almost all of their available resources
towards food procurement, agriculture and other develop-
ment activities. Among the developing countries, the sit-
uation of the least-developed countries will require the
special attention of the Organization and other bodies in-
volved in the implementation of the resolutions of the As-
sembly, in the spheres of both prevention and rehabilita-
tion with regard to disabled persons in those countries.

27. As far as my country is concerned, we have the
good fortune to have no one among us disabled owing to
any international conflict or war. However, we do have
casualties from natural and other causes. In this connec-
tion, my Head of State is personally playing a leading
role in responding to the resolutions of the Assembly with
the limited resources available in our-country.

28. The International Year of Disabled Persons has been
observed in our country, and our President, with the as-
sistance of a committee appointed for the purpose, has
already taken steps to identify the areas in which the
Government could take action, within the means available
to us, to assist disabled persons. Furthermore, he has in-
dicated his decision to initiate a project, in which a
number of leading Government officials would also be in-
volved, for the benefit of the disabled in our country.
This project will undoubtedly form one of the elements of
a follow-up plan for the cause of disabled persons.

29. As members know, ours is a country of more sea
than land. It is therefore natural that a small island not far
from the capital has been chosen as the rehabilitation cen-
tre for disabled persons. During the past two years steps
have been taken to improve the facilities at the centre to
achieve a better standard of living than that of an average
island in our country.

30. On 13 October this year, our President personally
attended a special meeting at the centre, which was -also
attended by disabled persons, people from different walks
of life and Government officials. In an address the Presi-
dent delivered there, the basic points of the resolutions of
this Assembly were amplified. He appealed to the people
of the country to pay greater attention to the plight of our
disabled brothers and sisters, and he highlighted the hu-
manitarian aspect of caring for disabled people.

31. While we in Maldives may not have reason to be
over-obsessed with the problem posed by the number.of
disabled persons, the problem confronting the Assembly
remains a much more serious one. The current estimate of
500 million people throughout the world is indeed a stag-
gering figure. To confront this problem is therefore a tre-
mendous task, a task which will need immense re-
sources—financial, material, educational and technical. It
is indeed an irony of fate that the Organization has to
grapple with yet another major problem facing humanity
at a time when mankind is suffering from severely ad-
verse economic and political conditions. But I can assure
the Assembly that, for its part, Maldives, within the con-
straints of its limited resources, will always be ready to
play its humble role, in co-operation with the other mem-
bers of the world community, in the joint efforts to find a
solution.

32. Our faith in the noble principles of Islam, our
awareness of the sufferings of mankind today and our
sense of responsibility as a Member of the United Na-
tions, along with our full commitment to honour the prin-
ciples of the Charter, dictate to us that we should do our
utmost to alleviate human suffering.

33. Mr. ABDEL MEGUID (Egypt) (interpretation from
Arabic): By proclaiming 1981 the International Year of
Disabled Persons, in its resolution 31/123, the General
Assembly bore witness to the awakening of world concemn
for the tragedy of the disabled throughout the world. It
emphasized the need to take action to allow the disabled
to participate in the various fields of life, not out of sym-
pathy for them, but because such action constitutes the
very minimum of social justice.

34. In Egypt it is considered that the integration of the
disabled into the various activities of society, by giving
them the opportunity to contribute to the economic, social
and cultural progress of their community, is a matter of
the highest national priority; but it is not merely a na-
tional responsibility, because the international community
must shoulder some of the responsibility for the tragedy
of the disabled.

35. The religious teachings and moral principles, the
history and civilization of Egypt, the feeling of belonging
to the human family of the Egyptian people, and the
many brutal wars in which Egypt has been involved
which have resulted in large numbers of disabled, mean
that Egypt must play a principal role in the Inteérnational
Year of Disabled Persons.

36. We have done a great deal in this respect since the
glorious October war. A national committee for the Dis-
abled has been established in Egypt, and it has drawn up
short-term and long-term plans for the integration of the
disabled into society, showing how they can participate in
all the activities of community life and how their suffer-
ing can be alleviated so that it may be possible to achieve
the fundamental objective towards which we all strive: to
give disabled persons the right to live an independent and
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dignified life, in full equality with all other members of
society and to enable them to participate fully in public
life if they so desire.

37. The Egyptian National Committee has organized a
national conference to discuss the problems of the dis-
abled in Egypt and to seek ways and means to enable
disabled persons to participate fully in public life. Several
exhibitions have been organized showing the activities of
organizations for the disabled. Six factories have been es-
tablished for the manufacture of aids for the disabled, and
five centres with the most modern equipment for natural
and physical therapy have been built.

38. In addition to the Egyptian National Committee, a
benevolent association was set up in June 1979 for the
rehabilitation of persons wounded in the wars. The asso-
ciation has become a township where the disabled can
live when they leave the rehabilitation centres. It is pro-
vided with all the necessary equipment for the treatment
of persons with various kinds of disabilities, study centres
and the most modern recreational facilities. The primary
objective of the establishment of such a township was to
assist disabled persons who cannot look after themselves
and are unable to find anyone to help them. Such indi-
viduals will receive training there that will permit them to
find suitable work.

39. Speaking of Egypt’s achievements in the field of as-
sistance to the disabled, we must also say that the Egyp-
tian Government wishes to pay a tribute to the interna-
tional community for the assistance it has provided to
help lessen the suffering of our disabled brothers and sis-
ters and children and to enable them to live with dignity.

40. As we commemorate the International Year of Dis-
abled Persons, our thoughts are with the innocent children
who come into this world with a handicap: with limited
mobility, blind, deaf and dumb, or mentally retarded.
There are said to be 146 million handicapped children
throughout the world, 18 million of them in Africa. These
staggering figures should stimulate us to spare no effort
to make an effective contribution to the protection of our
children, who are the future. For them to enjoy such pro-
tection, all possible preveutive measures must be taken
before the birth of the child, during pregnancy, so as to
avoid the birth of a handlcapped child. Measures already
adopted in developed countries should become more
widespread, especially in the developing countries,
which, owing to economic and social problems, are un-
able to provide sufficient health facilities and do not pos-
sess the material means to apply measures likely to spare
society the hirth of handicapped children.

41. Statistics on the disabled have demonstrated that it
is the developing countries that bear the greatest burden,
since 80 per cent of all disabled persons are found in the
developing countries. Unfortunately the figure is rising
yearly, owing to malnutrition, disease and the absence of
sufficient preventive measures in those countries. It is,
therefore, important to provide all the necessary technical
and material aid to the developing countries so that they
can face this problem, alleviate it and, in so doing, also
alleviate the problem at the international lovel.

42. The delegation of Egypt welcomes the efforts under-
taken by the United Nations Secretariat within the frame-
work of the International Year of Disabled Persons. I
would cmphasize here the World Symposium of Experts
on Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries
and Technical Assistance in Disability Prevention and Re-

habilitation of Disabled Persons, organized by the United
Nations in co-operation with UNDP and held at Vienna
from 12 to 23 October 1981.

43. Similarly, Egypt would like to pay a tribute to the
Austrian Government which spared no effort to ensure the
success of that Symposium and especially to facilitate the
participation of the disabled in the work of the Sym-
posium to express their opinions and wishes and make
proposals.

44. Egypt notes the positive results of that Symposium
and supports the submission of its recommendations to
the fourth session of the Advisory Committee for the In-
ternational Year of Disabled Persons which will be meet-
ing in 1983 in Vienna, so that implementation of those
recommendations can begin.

45. 1 wish to emphasize Egypt’s role in the adoption of
the draft resolution recommended to the Assembly by the
Third Committee [see A/36/764].

46.. The report of the Secretary-General emphasizes the
efforts that have been made both within the United Na-
tions and in the specialized agencies, and in particular the
activities and recommendations of the Advisory Commit-
tee for the International Year of Disabled Persons, which
will make it possible to achieve the generous objectives of
this Year. Although the report expounds upon the various
activities undertaken by certain countries at the national
level, we must none the less note that the sparse informa-
tion provided to us by only 19 countries of three re-
gions—Africa, Asia and Latin America—has not made it
possible for the Secretary-General to proceed to a valid
analysis at the regional level. I wish to stress here what is
said in the report conceming that paucity of information
and data, the shortage of trained personnel, material, and
equipment, particularly as regards disabled children. The
report underlines the urgent need for the developing coun-
tries to have at their disposal basic services in order to
prevent disability and to deal with the problems it gives
rise to. The report also underlines the need for these
countries to accelerate their economic and social develop-
ment.

47. The international community forms one family,
bearing great responsibility for ensuring social and eco-
nomic progress. But that can only be achieved if we re-
spect the dignity of the individual member of this family,
which is why the international scale of the problem of
disability is so vast and disability is considered to be one
of the principal problems confronting the international
community. We shouid permit the disabled to live in their
community, and to have the right to participate in its ac-
tivities and prepare programmes and plans of action relat-
ing to themselves. We wish to pay a tribute to our dis-
abled brothers for the part they play in the discussion of
their problems. This is indeed a positive step towards the
achievement of the objectives of the International Year
and the implementation of the World Programme of Ac-
tion concerning Disabled Persons.

48. In conclusion, the enthusiasm generated during this
year must extend into the future, for disability is a trag-
edy that is experienced not for one year only but for a
very long time, imposing cruel suffering whose heavy
psychological consequences are felt by its victims, the
people surrounding them, their families, society and their
countries. It is therefore our humanitarian and moral duty
to mitigate this suffering. We can do this if we work to-
gether in the name of fraternity, love and peace .to reign
supreme.
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49. Ms. DEVER (Belgium) (interpretation from French):
Tomorrow, 9 December, is the sixth anniversary of the
proclamation by the General Assembly of the Declaration
on the Rights of Disabled Persons, the draft of which my
delegation had the honour to introduce in 1975. The Dec-
laration contains in paragraph 3 the following fundamen-
tal principle:

“Disabled persons have the inherent right to respect
for their human dignity. Disabled persons, whatever the
origin, nature and seriousness of their handicaps and
disabilities, have the same fundamental rights as their
fellow-citizens of the same age, which implies first and
foremost the right to enjoy a decent life, as normal and
full as possible.”

50. To achieve that *“‘possible” and to remove existing
barriers to it is one of the objectives of the International
Year of Disabled Persons. It is an ambitious objective.
The number of disabled persons throughout the world is
estimated at 500 million, 350 million of whom have al-

most no support services. Disability is a major medical, .

social and economic problem which, unfortunately, will
probably continue to grow.

51. The magnitude of the question has been misun-
derstood and the proclamation of the International Year of
Disabled Persons is designed precisely to achieve a better
understanding of the complexity and staggering scale of
the problem of disabled persons. The theme of the Year,
“Full participation and equality”, clearly indicates that
this is in fact a social problem.

52. WHO has made a distinction between impairment,
disgbility and handicap. This distinction is much more
than academic, it is fundamental. If impairment and dis-
ability are characteristics of an individual, handicap is de-
fined as a disability that constitutes a disadvantage for a
given individual in that it limits or prevents the fulfilment
of a role that is normal, depending on age, sex, social
and cultural factors, for that individual. Thus defined, the
handicap is a relationship between an individual and the
society in which he lives. Thus the entire society bears
responsibility for providing equality of opportunities for
and full participation for those of its members who are
handicapped. How can this be achieved? First and fore-
most, by changing people’s attitudes. There are so many
orejudices, so many reservations that must be overcome.
As the draft World Programme of Action concerning Dis-
abled Persons indicates:

“Society has created an image of disabled people
that may be the greatest barrier of all. We see the dis-
ability, the white cane, crutches, hearing aid and
wheelchair, but not the person. What is required is to
focus on the ability, not on the disability, of disabled
people.” [A/36/471/Add. 1, annex, sect. IV, recommen-
dation G (Ill), para. 25.] .

In other words, we must turn a negative, or at best a
passive attitude into a positive approach. Not only do eco-
nomic reasons militate in favour of such an attitude, but,
above all, more fundamental considerations do so. The
human condition does not know perfection. Each human
being possesses his limitations and his defects. These
very limitations and the efforts made to overcome them
are frequently the source of the most productive achieve-
ments and disabled persons themselves frequently provide
remarkable examples of this.

53. Society is enriched by accepting the diversity of its
members and by encouraging everyone’s participation. It
is not healthy for a society to deprive itself of the contri-
bution of a large part of its population. It is not healthy
for a large part of the population to be deprived of mak-
ing that contribution and feeling useful and integrated.

54. The greatest emphasis during this International Year
is at the national level. However, international support is
indispensable. In tkis connection, I should like to pay a
tribute to the Secretary-General, to Mrs. Shahani, As-
sistant Secretary-General for Social Development and Hu-
manitarian Affairs, the Special Representative of the Sec-
retary-General for the International Year of Disabled
Persons and to their co-workers, for the support they have
provided. Similarly, we appreciate the action undertaken
by the specialized agencies and other bodies of the United
Nations, in particular WHO, the ILO, UNESCO, UN-
HCR, UNDP, the regional commissions and non-govern-
mental organizations.

55. But I should like in particular to draw attention to
the action undertaken by disabled persons themselves.
They have seized the opportunity provided by the Interna-
tional Year to organize themselves better. Many organiza-
tions have been created which did not exist before, es-
pecially in connection with the establishment of national
committees for the Year

56. Like many other Member States, Beigium has set
up a national committee. I do not wish to dwell on the
various activities undertaken in my country with regard to
the Year. In a few months’ time the Member States will
be called upon to take stock and to formulate national
long-term plans of action. For the International Year is
not an end in itself; it must above all serve as a point of
departure, a jumping-off point for continuous and con-
stantly progressing action. A major step in this direction
will be the adoption by the Assembly at its next session
of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled
Persons. A draft programme has been drawn up by the
Advisory Committee for the Year, which will take a final
decision at its next session in the summer of 1982, after
having received the comments of Member States and spe-
cialized agencies. It is essential that we take fully into
consideration the opinion of the organizations of disabled
persons when the programme is finalized.

57. The draft World Programme includes three lines of
action: prevention, rehabilitation and, finally, equalization
of opportunities.

58. There are various categories of disability and pre-
ventive measures must be as diverse. They should vary
according to the degree of development of the society.
Thus, in the developing countries, where more thar three
quarters of the disabled live, malnutrition is not only an
evil in itseif, but also a cause of disability. Furthermore,
poliomyelitis is one of the most disabling diseases in de-
veloping countries. It is saddening to note that millions of
cases of blindness could have been prevented and it is
very worrying to realize that if energetic preventive action
is not undertaken the number of blind persons in develop-
ing countries may double by the end of the century. The
prevention of work accidents and the struggle against drug
and alcohol abuse are matters of concern to developing
countries and industrialized countries alike. In the latter,
road accidents are a cause of disability that is attaining
disquieting proportions.
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59. Rehabilitation should make it possible for the dis-
abled to overcome their handicap. It should take place as
far as possible in a normal social environment. That
means within the family rather than in a specialized in-
stitution. The rehabilitation of various categories of dis-
abled persons can certainly be facilitated by technically-
sophisticated aids but this equipment, which is sometimes
very expensive, cannot be used everywhere. Frequently,
the same investment can benefit a larger number of dis-
abled persons if it is directed towards designing materials
that are simpler and less expensive, though just as effec-
tive. This adaptation of techniques was one of the items
discussed at the recent World Symposium of Experts on
Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries and
Technical Assistance in Disability Prevention and Re-
habilitation of Disabled Persons. Technical co-operation in
this field should be stepped up. The draft resolution put
forward by the Third Committee, of which my delegation
was a sponsor, contains recommendations in this connec-
tion.

60. Finally, let us turn to equalization of opportunities
for the disabled, which requires efforts to ensure the inte-
gration of disabled persons into society. Among the obsta-
cles which impede this process, mention has been made
of social prejudice, discriminatory attitudes which make it
harder for disabled children to benefit early enough from
proper care or to attend school, and physical, psychologi-
cal and emotional barriers which prevent the employment
of the disabled or their participation in cultural or recrea-
tional activities. The equalization of opportunities is a
particularly complex task, which varies according to the
kind of disability and the characteristics of the society.

~On the positive side, it may be noted that progress has
been achieved in adapting buildings to provide easier ac-
cess and there is a notable trend towards integrating dis-
abled children in public education. However, the eco-
nomic difficulties in many countries have had negative
effects on employment opportunities for disabled persons;
and yet disabled persons frequently are able to find in
work a special stimulus-and a source of satisfaction, be-
cause professional activity is a privileged expression of
full participation in the life of the society.

61. Much more must be done if the hopes that have
been raised by the International Year are to be met. No
one can doubt the fact that disabled persons’ organizations
themselves will remain active and continue to promote the
objectives of the Year. Our Governments, armed with the
experience acquired during this Year, should design long-
term plans which will provide a really integrated policy
with respect to the disabled. At the international level we
particularly hope for an intensification of bilateral and
multilateral technical assistance in the sphere of the pre-
vention of disability and the rehabilitation and integration
of the disabled.

62. The activity resulting from this Year must make
people and Governments increasingly aware of the prob-
lem of the disabled, especially through information pro-

grag}mes in the press and the other mass communication
media. -

63. After all, we are all, unfortunately, potentially dis-
abled persons. From one day to the next, from one min-
ute to the next, disease or accident can turn any one of us
into a disabled person. What would then be our reaction
to the indifferent or at best reserved attitude of society
towards us? It is only by putting ourselves in the place of
another person that we can understand his problems and
legitimate aspirations and how we can meet them. What is
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involved here is not concessions or sympathy, rather it is
simply to recognize that the disabled possess a right to a
normal life, integrated into the general activity of society.

64. This development of our own attitudes is an essen-
tial step in our pursuit of the full participation and equal-
ity which are demanded by the disabled. “It is the way
other people look at me that makes me a disabled per-
son”, one disabled person wrote. We can and must
change that way of looking at the disabled.

65. Mr. GARVALOV (Bulgaria): International co-opera-
tion within the framework of the United Nations in the
field of the disabled enjoys the sympathy and support of
the Government and the people of the People’s Republic
of Bulgaria. My country expressed its full support for
General Assembly resolution 31/123, which deciared
1981 the International Year of Disabled Persons. My
country has also- supported all subsequent resolutions on
this matter. In conformity with those resolutions and the
Plan of Action adopted by the General Assen:bly in reso-
lution 34/154, the People’s Republic of Bulga:ia has par-
ticipated actively, at both the national and the interna-
tional level, in the preparation and observance of the
Year.

66. We have been closely following the activities of the
Advisory Committee for the International Year of Dis-
abled Persons. In our view, the results achieved at its ses-
sions will in general have a positive impact, encouraging
international co-operation and stimulating the efforts of
Member States to solve the problems of the disabled in
order to attain the objective of the Year—full participa-
tion and equality.

67. The atteniion paid by the People’s Republic of Bul-

.garia to the problems of the full participation of disabled

persons in social life and their equality with other citizens
is determined by the nature of our society. The impor-
tance which the socialist countries attach to the full real-
ization and enjoyment of their economic, social and cul-
tural rights by all citizens is weli known. The
achievements of the social policies of these countries are
also well known. In this context it is evident that the dis-
abled constitute a social group which requires special care
and attention on the part of both society and State.

68. In consonance with these principles the People’s Re-
public of Bulgaria has long established a comprehensive
system for the integration of the disabled in society, on
the basis of full participation and equality, and for the
timely and effective settlement of their problems. This
system contains all the elements essential for the preven-
tion of disability, for rehabilitation, for equal oppor-
tunities and for the full participation of the disabled in
social life. Among the various measures and activities at
the national level, I should like to point out the existence
of legislation concerning disabled persons; special medical
services for the disabled, in addition to the existing sys-
tem of free health care for all Bulgarian citizens; statis-
tical studies and scientific and technological research in
the field of disability and the needs of the disabled; the
existence of a comprehensive ovensions and social security
system and grants; as well as a number of privileges for
the disabled, such as free transportation, recreation and
balneotherapy, facilities and subsidies in finding accom-
modation and purchasing: housing, specially-designed cars
and so on.

69. One of the main means for the rehabilitation and
integration of disabled persons in society which is subject
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to special attention and efforts in my country is the crea-
tion of favourable conditions and opportunities for the in-
volvement of the disabled in suitable vocational activities.
A lot has already been done in this connection. In addi-
tion to disability-related labour legislation, we have a
broad system of vocational training and retraining, special
State and co-operative enterprises for the disabled and
jobs especially designated for them in various enterprises.
By the end of 1980, 44 per cent of disabled persons in
Bulgaria of working age were employed, while there is a
steady tendency for that figure to increase.

70. The Twelfth Congress of the Bulgarian Communist
Party, held last March, also devoted its attention to this
problem. The programme of the Congress stipulated that
in the next five-year period measures would be taken for
the fuller integration of the disabied in the active life of
society.

71. Despite the constant attention given to the problems
of disabled persons in my country, the preparation and the
observance of the International Year of Disabled Persons
was yet another occasion for making an overall assess-
ment of the progress made so far in providing new oppor-
tunities and taking new measures to improve the living
conditions and well-being of the disabled.

72. In compliance with the recommendations of the Plan
of Action for the International Year of Disabled Persons,
a national committee to observe the International Year
was established in Bulgaria in 1979. The Committee is
headed by one of the deputy-chairmen of the Council of
Ministers of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria. It com-
prises representatives of many ministries, departments,
public organizations and unions. Within the Committee
itself, an active role is being played by various national
ofganizations of the disabled, such as the Bulgarian
Union of the Deaf and the Bulgarian Union of the Blind.
Local commissions for the observance of the International
Year of Disabled Persons have also been established in all
districts of the country.

73. In 1980 the Council of Ministers of the People’s Re-
public of Bulgaria adopted a special programme encom-
passing measures for the attainment of the objectives of
the Year at the national level and involving the participa-
tion of various ministries, departments and State agen-
cies.

74. In accordance with the decisions of the Govern-
ment, the ministries and departments whose activities
having a bearing on disability-related issuss, such as the
Ministry of Public Health, the Committee for Culture, the
Ministry of Home Trade and Services, the Ministry of
Transportation, the Ministry of the Interior and others,
have elaborated and are now implementing their own
comprehensive programmes in carrying out the national
programme for the International Year of Disabled Persons.
A number of public and economic organizations, such as
the Fatherland Front, the Dimitrov Young Communist
League, the National Agrarian-Industrial Union, the Bul-
garian Union for Physical Culture and Sports, the Central
Co-operative Union, the Committee of the Bulgarian
Women'’s Movement, and various unions and organiza-
tions of the disabled are now implementing similar pro-

grammes.

75. During the International Year of Disabled Persons
additional legislation was enacted regarding employment
and the creation of job opportunities for the disabled and
regarding social security, safety regulations and road

safety for them. In compliance with the national pro-
gramme ali ministries and departments have reviewed the
causes of disability and have envisaged measures for its
prevention and for improving safety. About 380 million
leva—the Bulgarian currency—were earmarked for this
purpose in 1981. In addition, more than 3 billion leva
will be spent between 1980 and 1985 for the prevention
of road-accident disabilities.

76. Special importance is attached to the integration of
disabled children in society, their rehabilitation, education
and vocational training. A unified registration system for
all disabled children in the country has been set up. The
Ministry of Public Health has been implementing a de-
tailed programme for the education and training of all dis-
abled children in special kindergartens and schools, as
well as in regular schools. Special courses have been cre-
ated where the parents of disabled children are being
;lrained in how to use simple rehabilitation techniques at
ome.

77. At the local level, various public organizations are
taking measures for the direct social integration of dis-
abled persons and their participation in artistic, cultural
and sports events by means of free entry to performances,
auto rallies and other activities.

78. In conclusion, I should like to point out that this is
a very incomplete list of the activities which have been
taking place in Bulgaria during the International Year of
Disabled Persons. The problems of the disabled will con-
tinue to be highlighted by the Government and the people
of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria. Pursuing its humane
social policy, my country will continue to exert all efforts
for the attainment of the noble theme of the Year, that of
“Full participation and equality” for disabled persons.

79. Mr. LEWIS (Jamaica): May I say how much I value
this opportunity to share with and learn from represen-
tatives from all over the world information regarding ac-
tivities undertaken during this, the International Year of
Disabled Persons.

80. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank
the Secretary-General and his Special Representative for
their untiring efforts in making this Year the success that
it has been. Indeed, we in Jamaica share the view that the
International Year of Disabled Persons may be considered
one of the most successful years proclaimed within the
United Nations system. And this is as it should be, since
the prevention and alleviation of human suffering has
been and remains thic core of man’s coming together in a
world organizaiion such as the United Nations.

81. We in Jamaica have long been conscious of the
needs of the disabled in our society and in fact we have a
well-developed system of Government programmes which
are geared to respond to the medical, financial, vocational
and social needs of the disabled. The Jamaica Council for
the Handicapped, made up of persons from the public
sector, private sector, voluntary organizations, employers’
associations and trade unions, is responsible for the im-
plementation of these programmes.

82. My appointment as Minister of Social Security—my
Ministry is responsible for the handicapped—coincided
with the start of the International Year of Disabled Per-
sons. One of my first actions as Minister was to conduct
an appraisal of the programmes for the handicapped. This
has resulted in new impetus being given to these pro-
grammes, and I am happy to say that we can point to
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positive achievements on behalf of disabled persons dur-
ing this Year.

83. The task of ensuring Jamaica’s full involvement in
the fulfilment of the aims of the International Year of Dis-
abled Persons was assigned to the Jamaica Council for the
Handicapped. Responding to the theme “Fuii participation
and equality”, the Council immediately proposed that Ja-
maica’s national aims for the Year should be: to increase
the involvement and participation of disabled persons in
programme planning, services and activities; to reduce the
incidence of handicapping conditions through improved
preventive measures; to improve access to public build-
ings and transportation for persons with disabilities; to
build a permanent workshop to make aids for the handi-
capped; to develop, for Government’s examination and
possible implementation, a long-term plan for adeqnate
services for persons with disabilities.

84. A national committee was appointed and given the
task of organizing and implementing the programmes for
the Year. The committee was appointed under the chair-
manship of an eminent orthopaedic surgeon and worker
among disabled persons, and with a national co-ordinator,
who is blind and who is a senior government phys-
iotherapist.

85. Throughout the activities planned to implement the
programmes for the Year, disabled persons have been
fully involved in the decision-making process, in keeping
with the first of our national aims.

86. An International Year of Disabled Persons secretariat
was established at the Mona Rehabilitation Centre, with a
paraplegic as the executive secretary. The secretariat
served as a resource centre for information on Interna-
tional Year of Disabled Persons programmes and ac-
tivities, and made available to the public literature on pre-
vention of disabilities, as well as on access and mobility
problems.

87.. The secretariat worked closely with international
agencies, such as UNESCO, UNICEF, UNDP, WHOQ, the
secretariat of the International Year of Disabled Persons at
Vienna and Rehabilitation International.

88. A member of our national committee attended the

World Symposium of Experts on Technical €o-operation
among Developing Countries and Technical Assistance in
Disability Prevention and Rehabilitation of Disabled Per-
sons at Vienna during October and Jamaica also partici-
pated in the Pan American Exposition on Disability,
which took place at Miami between 20 and 22 October
this year.

89. I should like to share with the Assembly some local
statistical data on which the International Year of Disabled
Persons National Committee based its planning and proj-
ects: Thers are approximately 200,000 disabled persons in
Jamaica today; approximately 99 per cent of Jamaicans
with disabilities live without the help they need to enjoy-a
full life; approximately 25 per cent of the members of any
community are prevented by disability from giving full
expression to their capabilities; of the 60,000 to 65,000
live births annuaily in Jamaica, there are approximately
3,000 new handicapped children. Of this 3,000, three
quarters will be mentally retarded and approximately one
fifth will be severely handicapped. It will readily be seen
from those statistics that the Committee had its work
clearly defined.

90. Bearing in mind the national aims already identi-
fied, the noticeable achievements so far are in the areas of
public awareness; increased awareness by disabled persons
of their own self-worth; increased interest in health-care
facilities, especially in the area of prevention; and the for-
mation of the Combined Disabilities Association in June
of this year, as an advocate body in all matters concerning
the development and welfare of disabled persons in the
society.

91. Dealing specifically with public awareness, I can
truly say that public awareness has been heightened
through a series of weekly broadcasts over the electronic
media aimed at providing information on ditferent aspects
of disability, and that in turn has generated the necessary
empathy to relate to the handicapped in their own en-
vironment.

92. An impact is being made in respect of the impor-
tance of access for the disabled to parking spaces, walks,
ramps and entrances, doorways, stairways, floors and cor
ridors, rest-rooms and confined areas.

93. The government of our capital city, The Kingston
and St. Andrew Corporation, has established an Access
Mobility Committez which has undertaken to ensure that
major public buildings are accessible by the end of this
year. It has also written a building code and the Minister
responsible for parochial government has organized a
seminar for those involved in constructing public build-
ings.

94. In the area of housing, the Government is arranging
for disabled persons to obtain houses in Government-
sponsored schemes without having to make an initial de-
posit on the purchase price and with low or no -interest
rates in cases of demonstrated need.

95. The Government has also undertaken to introduce
amendments to’ legislation to entitle disabled persons to
special benefits. These include, first, amendments to ap-
propriate legislation to improve insurance coverage in the
case of motor vehicular accidents, thereby raising the pro-
tection of the injured party and providing reasonable com-
pensation for injury; and, secondly, designating the Inter-
national Year of Dlsabled Persons Committee as a charity,
for the purpose of income tax exemption. In addition, the
Government has undertaken to consider special tax credits
for the disabled.

96. With regard to health care, the accent has been on
the prevention of disability. In this regard surveys have
disclosed that the major areas of need are for improve-
ment and increase of maternity units in hospitals; ade-
quate equipping of maternity units with resuscitation
equipment and equipment for measuring and treating neo-
natal jaundice; and increasing the knowledge and skills of
healih-care workers who provide services for mothers and
children during pregnancy, birth and early infancy.

97. The International Year of Disabled Persons has had
considerable impact on health care professionals. Teaching
seminars have been organized throughout the island and
directed towards the prevention of disability during birth.
The prevention of home accidents, road safety and the
dangers of road traffic have’ also been discussed. Addi-
tionally, radio discussions on adult health by prominent
athletes, physicians and physiotherapists, as well as repre-

“sentatives of the Heart Foundation of Jamaica, were con-

ducted during the Year.
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98. Let me here specifically mention our early stimula-
tion project, pioneered by the Councii for the Handi-
capped and Dr. Molly Thobourne, whose efforts have
made the project a success. The significance of that proj-
ect, although begun prior to the International Year, is that
the programme takes place in the child’s home and in-
volves the parents in the teaching process, thus increasing
positive attitades and involving the family in caring for
the disabled child.

99. Specially trained personnel help parents to teach the
handicapped child. Children up to six years of age with
developmental problems are involved in this programme,
and it has shown that this project can be undertaken by
developing countries at very low cost. UNICEF has rec-
ognized in its periodical News that Jamaica has disproved
the misconception that services in this area of early stim-
ulaiion are expensive. The average cost is approximately
$US 151 per annum per child in Jamaica.

100. During August of this year a sports week was or-
ganized for persons with all types of disability. That was
Government-sponsored and spearheaded by a disabled
member of the National Committee.

101. So far I have described activities which have been
carried out at the governmental level. However, it has
been widely recognized that non-governmental organiza-
tions have made a major contribution to the success of
this Year, and this has certainly been our experience in
Jamaica where voluntary organizations have had a major
impact in improving the quality of life of the disabled in
our society and have also performed an advocacy role in
dealing with the Government on their behalf. I should
like to pay a special tribute to those organizations for the
“work that they have done in this regard.

102. The Council for Voluntary Social Services, in its
role as co-ordinator of private welfare organizations in Ja-
maica, has pioneered rehabilitation and welfare work with
the handicapped. Here are a few examples of the work of
the Council and the members associated with it: the Sal-
vation Army operates a school for blind and visually
handicapped children. The Society for the Blind provides
support services and aides to the blind. That Society, in
collaboration with local hospitals and businessmen’s
clubs, recently began a programme for cornea transplant
operations and established an eye bank in Jamaica. The
Association for the Deaf operates schools for the deaf.
The Association for Mentally Handicapped Children, with
the assistance of the Ministry of Education, sponsors
schools for the handicapped throughout the island.

103. As a part of its contribution to the observance of
the International Year, the Scouts Association has
launched a programme for integrating disabled boys into
the movement throughout the island The Girl Guides
have been similarly integrated for many years. -

104. A broad cross-section of Jamaican society has been
involved in the activities to mark the Year. This h2s in-
cluded university students, schools, churches and our po-
lice force, all of whom have been active in fund-raising
efforts in support of the activities of the Year The
culmination of those fund-raising activities will be the
“Million Dollar Telethon™, to be broadcast on local radio
and television stations on Sunday, 13 December, with a
view to raising funds for the establishment of a work cen-
tre for the disabled.

105. This centre will be a monument to the observance
of the International Year and is int=nded to provide voca-
tional training for disabled persons and research data on
the use of local and regional materials in the manufacture
of aids and appliances. In addition, the work centre will
be a source of ready access to a range of aids and ap-
pliances required by disabled persons and will also pro-
vide much-needed spare parts and repair services for
equipment used by the disabled. It is also envisaged that
the aids and appliances to be manufactured in the work
centre will be for local as well as overseas clients.

106. Prospective employers of disabled persons will be
able to tour the centre to see at first hand the capabilities
of disabled workers and the design of accessible work-
places. The production centre, unlike existing sheltered
workshops, is to be a self-sustaining operation paying
wages commensurate with similar employment in indus-
try. And here, I should like to say that it is my Govern-
ment’s policy to encourage greater employment oppor-
tunities for the disabled.

107. The United Nations, by proclaiming the Interna-
tional Year of Disabled Persons, has focused attention on
the condition of the estimated 500 million people with
disabilities in the world, and particularly on the plight of
the 80 per cent—which is approximately 400 million—of
those people who live in developing countries. Attempts
have been made to arrive at agreement on how a society
should treat its disabled citizens. In this regard, I wish to
congratulate the Advisory Committee on the work they
have done in preparing the draft World Programme of Ac-
tion concerning Disabled Persons. Jamaica looks forward
to its adoption at the thirty-seventh session of the General
Assembly.

108. We are nearing the end of the International Year of
Disabled Persons. My Government is committed to ensur-
ing the continuance of programmes for our disabled cit-
izens, thereby giving meaning to the theme of the Year,
“Full participation and equality”. There is no greater im-
pediment to the disabled than their exclusion from normal
life by the able. Pity and patronage are not compensation
for lack of purpose and participation.

109. As many speakers before me have stated and as
has been recognized by the World Programme, the great-
est need for developing countries such as mine is access
to appropriate technology, especially in the manufacture
of aids for the disabled person. Our countries possess the
political will to integrate the disabled into the larger soci-
ety, but we are constrained by our lack of resources and
know-how. This sharing of technology is one of the prac-
tical measures which will man. a reality of the expecta-
tions aroused among the disabled persons of the develop-
ing countries by the proclamation of tne Year.

110. As this Year closes, we must make sure that when
international exhortation is done we do not, as a world
community, slip back into a slumber of complacent pity
for the disabled, forgetting that full participation and
equality cannot be a transitory thing in a person’s life but
is instead the definition of a full life.

111. Mr. SHELDOV (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re-
public) (interpretation from Russian): The very fact that
the International Year of Disabled Persons is being held
and that this item is being discussed in the General As-
sembly bears witness to the increased attention being
given by the United Nations and the organizations in the
system to the situation of disabled persons in society and
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to questions of their vocational rehabilitation and integra-
tion into the life of society.

112. The Byelorussian SSR, as a member of the Ad-
visory Committee for the International Year of Disabled
Persons and participant in its work, notes with satisfaction
that the United Nations and its specialized agencies have
done much, during the preparatory period for the Interna-
tional Year of Disabled Persons and during that Year it-
self, to draw the attention of Governments to this problem
and to assist developing countries in resolving legal, ad-
ministrative and technical problems related to the preven-
tion of disability and the integration of disabled persons
into active social life. This has been borne out in particu-
lar by the statements made by the Chairman of the Ad-
visory Committee for the International Year of Disabled
Persons and the Special Representative of the Secretary-
General for the Internationai Year of Disabled Persons at
the 86th meeting.

113. Concern about improving the situation of disabled
persons, their social and vocational rehabilitation and the
prevention of disability is, as a rule, not merely a neces-
sary act of hiumanity on the part of society towards people
who suffer from physical impairments, but is a measure
that is also of great social and economic importance.

114. The prevention of disability is particularly impor-
tant in resolving that problem in our view. Efforts under-
taken in that direction and the rich experience gained by
the Byelorussian SSR and other socialist countries in car-
rying out this work convincingly bear out the correctness
of this approach.

115. As one of the component parts of the Soviet so-
cial-welfare system, questions such as care for disabled
persons, their social and vocational rehabilitation and the
prevention of disability are dealt with on a permanent
basis by the State, now as in the past, within the frame-
work of the integrated plans for social and economic de-
velopment aimed at guaranteeing increased well-being for
the Soviet peopie.

116. The Constitution of the Byelorussian SSR and the
legislation of the Republic set forth the rights of disabled
persons to participate, on an equal footing with other
members of society, in all aspects of economic, political,
social and cultural life. The socialist society guarantees to
all its members fundamental rights and freedoms, includ-
ing the right to work, recreation, health care, housing and
education. The society is concerned about improving the
conditions of its citizens, including safe working condi-
tions, and is taking necessary measures to maintain the
purity of air and water and to improve the human en-
vironment as a whole.

117. In accordance with article 41 of the Constitution of
the Byelorussian SSR, the right to material assistance in
old age, in the case of sickness, full or partial loss of the
ability to work or the loss of the wage-earner of the fam-
ily is guaranteed by the social insurance covering manual
workers, office workers and collective farm workers and
by allowances for temporary disability. The State and the
collective farms pay old-age pensions, disability pensions
and pensions in the event of the loss of the wage-earner.
Citizens who have become partially disabled are resettled
in new jobs. Care for senior citizens and disabled persons
and other forms of social services are provided. We
should emphasize once again that all types of social as-
sistance, which is the second-largest source of income of
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the-population in Soviet society, after salary, are provided
by the State.

118. The constitutional rights of citizens in the field of
social services are strictly regulated by law. An important
step in that regard was the adoption in 1956 of the law on
State pensions, in 1964 of the law on pensions and allow-
ances for members of collective farms and, in 1970 of the
Byelorussian SSR’s law on public health, as well as a
number of measures adopted by the Communist Party and
the Soviet Government to improve the living standards of
all categories of workers.

119. State expenditures on social services over the pe-
riod of the tenth five-year plan (1976-1980) in the Bye-
lorussian SSR exceeded 4.12 billion roubles. The main
task of the eleventh five-year plan, as stated by the Gen-
eral Secretary of the Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of the Soviet Union and Chairman of the Pre-
sidium of the Supreme Soviet cf the USSR, Comrade
Leonid Brezhnev, in his report to the Twenty-Sixth Con-
gress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, is to
make sure that the well-being of the Soviet people con-
tinues to improve. An important step in this direction was
the adoption in March this year by the Ceniral Committee
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the
Council of Ministers of the USSR of measures to increase
State assistance to families with children and measures to
improve further the social services provided for the popu-
lation, ‘which foresee an increase already in 1981 in the
minimum old-age and disability pensions and the loss of
the wage-earner.

120. The network of homes for the elderly and disabled
persons will be significantly expanded and their standard
of accommodation will be improved, as will that of social
services provided at home. Social services include a net-
work of medical centres giving free assistance to disabled
persons, including orthopaedic assistance and equipment
and various additional benefits.

121. During the great patriotic war, one out of four in-
habitants in our Republic fell at the hands of the Fascist
aggressors and many were disabled. Persons disabled in
the war are given great care and attention by the Soviet
State. They receive various benefits in paying for their
housing and communal -services, in public transport, treat-
ment at health spas and other kinds of services.

122. In a socialist society, great attention is paid to the
social and vocational rehabilitation of disabled persons. In
the Byelorussian SSR all disibled persons who want to
work are given reasonable work for their level of health,
if that is not contra-indicated. To that end, a network of
Stzte vocational technical colleges and courses and sec-
ondary specialized and higher educational establishments
has been developed in our Republic, as well as on-the-job
training. After they have finished their training or retrain-
ing, disabled persons are offered jobs in specialized State
plants or in the training and manufacturing workshops of
the Republic’s voluntary societies for the blind and the
deaf.

123. Many disabled persons want to work at home and,
to do this, all facilities are provided to them. The State
provides disabled persons who work at home with the
necessary raw materials. These are delivered to them and
the finished articles are sold for them.

124. The basic role in the job placement of disabled
persons is played by the medical-labour expert commis-
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sions, which determine the degree of loss of labour abil-
ity, and its recommendations lay down the conditions,
nature and organization of the work of disabled persons.
The conclusions of these medical-labour expert commis-
sions are mandatory for the administration of institutions
and enterprises that employ disabled persons.

125. An important condition for further improvement in
the quality of medical and social assistance to disabled
persons is the creation of a special scientific and medical
centre for rehabilitation and clinical, expert and scientific
research to find effective measures to prevent disability
and to organize the work of disabled persons in a rational
way.

126. In order to develop these questions, a scientific re-
search institute to evaluate the capacity to work and to
organize the labour of disabled persons was established in
the Byelorussian SSR in 1976. At the present time this
institute is an 1mportant scientific research body staffed
by bighly qualificd scientific and medical professionals
and other service personnel. Disabled persons needing
these services are examined and treated in its clinical de-
partments.

127. This comprehensive care given by the socialist so-
ciety to disabled persons has rid them once and for all of
the need to rely on private humanitarian aid.

128. As the experience of our country and of many
other States shows, concrete results in preventing dis-
ability, improving the condition of disabled persons and
integrating them into the political and social life of soci-
ety on an equal footing with other citizens can be attained
only by the countries themselves taking effective practical
measures in that direction.

129. All-round activities by States, bearing in mind
their political and social systems, their level of economic
development and also their established traditions and
customs should be given high priority in order to attain
the objective of the Year: “Full participation and equal-
ity”’. Measures at the natioral level should consequently
be the basis of the world programme of action for dis-
abled persons.

130. In order to improve the situation of disabled per-
sons, we feel that all Member States should accede to the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights [resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex] and be
guided in their actions by other important international
instruments and the appropriate resolutions and decisions
adopted by the United Nations.

131. At the same time, we feel that within the frame-
work of international co-operation, we need to continue
and extend the practice of exchanging information and ex-
perience available to States, the United Nations, its spe-
cialized agencies and international non-goverrimental
organizations to improve the situation of disabled persons
and to integrate them into the process of social and eco-
nomic development. In efforts at the international level,
an important part must be played by the ILO and WHO.
These organizations can and should, within their compe-
tence, mobilize activities to improve the social protection
of disabled persons.

132. In conclusion, our delegation would like to state
that the Byelorussian SSR is prepared to continue to par-
ticipate in co-operation in this important field, one that

affects millions of people who have every nght to expect
humane treatment, attention and -assistance. At the same
time, the delegation of the Byelorussian SSR would like
to emphasize that international co-operation, as well as
measures at the national level, designed to improve the
situation of the disabled in various countries of the world
should not be confined merely to technical and other spe-
cific aspects of the problem. There is no disputing the
fact that such co-operation should be accompanied by
continuing efforts aimed at consolidating international
peace and security, curbing the arms race and eliminating
the danger of war.

133. Speaking at the Twenty-Sixth Congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Comrade
Brezhnev, stressed that there is at present no more impor-
tant, no more essential question for any people in the
world than the maintenance of peace, the securing of the
foremost right of every human being, the right to life.

134. Only in conditions of peace will it be possible to
solve all of the pressing problems cof social and economic
development, including the problems of improving the sit-
uation of disabled persons. With that in mind, it is imper-
ative that a new impetus be found to mobilize the efforts
being made by the international community to eliminate
the threat of war. A start in this direction was made dur-
ing the preparatory stage that preceded the International
Year of Disabled Persons and during the Year itself. The
main activities of the World Programme of Action con-
cerning Disabled Persons should be subordinated to the
accomplishment of that task.

135. Mr. BARBOSA de MEDINA. (Portugal) (inter-
pretation from French): My delegation is happy to be able
to join so many other delegations in taking special note of
the importance of the celebration of the International Year
of Disabled Persons for the international community.

136. Today, there are more than 500 million disahled
people in the world. That means that in each country, an
average of one person in 10 is disabled. We can never
sufficiently stress such terrible statistics, for people are a
nation’s most precious commodity and an indispensable
resource for development. Any society that does not ef-
fectively respond to the problems with which we are now
dealing runs the dangerous risk of suffering an immense
loss of human potential, the waste of which, at both the
moral and physical level, would have incalculable conse-
quences.

137. Almost six years ago, the General Assembly
adopted the Declaration on the Rights of Disavled Per
sons, whose object was to appeal for efforts at the na-
tional and international levels to achieve the full integra-
tion of disabled persons into society. Later, in the belief
that a concerted effort was required, the General Assem-
bly proclaimed 1981 the International Year of Disabled
Persons, the basic aims of which were to help the dis-
abled to adapt to society, to encourage all initiatives to
provide them with assistance, training, care and necessary
counselling, to offer them work opportunities and, finally,
to guarantee their full integration into society. At the
same time, it was proposed to inform public opinion of
the right of disabled persons to participate in and contrib-
ute to the various areas of economic, social and political
life, as well as to encourage the adoption of effective
n;’easures to prevent disability and to re-educate the dis-
abled.
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138. A month before the end of this International Year,
it is, of course, not possible to put into perspective all the
activities «nat have been carried out at the national, re-
gional and international levels. However, according to the
very comprehensive report submitted by the Secretary-
General we can now conclude that the pursuit of the
Year’s goals has led to the strengthening of international
co-operation and has made it more productive. In this
connection, I should like to thank Mrs. Shahani, As-
sistant Secretary-General, for her full report concerning
the excellent work accomplished by the secretariat of the
International Year of Disabled Persons and the Centre for
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs. My dele-
gation would also like to voice its satisfaction at the pro-
gress made in developing the draft World Programme of
Action concerning Disabled Persons, which we hope will
soon be adopted.

139. Awareness of the responsibilities inherent in the
problem of disabled persons has prompted Portugal to in-
clude in its basic law provisions governing their status. In
chapter III of the Constitution of the Republic, which
deals with the rights and duties of various social groups,
article 71 provides that:

“Citizens who are physically or mentally disabled
shall fully enjoy the rights, and are subject to the du-
ties, set forth in the Constitution, with the exception of
those whose exercise is beyond their capacity.

“The State is committed to a national policy of pre-
vention and treatment, rehabilitation and integration of
the disabled, to developing teaching methods to create
awareness of the respect and solidarity owed them by
society and to ensuring that they obtain full enjoyment
of their rights, without prejudice to the rights and du-
ties of parents or guardians.”

140. Thus, society has the duty to recognize the right of
the disabled person to be different, precisely in order to
enable him to pursue the equality that is his due. In fact,
that duty constitutes an obligation for the State, which
alone has the power to recognize such rights and to en-
force respect for them. Governments are thus in duty
bound to mobilize their resources and co-ordinate their
activities in such a way as to facilitate a continuing and
comprehensive process of rehabilitation of the disabled.

141. Accordingly, in 1977 the Government of Portugal
established a new department, the National Secretariat for
Rehabilitation, with the basic responsibility of promoting
implementation of article 71 of the Constitution through a
national policy of adaptation, rehabilitation and social in-
tegration of the disabled. In 1980, in pursuance of Gen-
eral Assembly resolutions 31/123 and 34/154, my Gov-
emnment decided to establish a national structure to see to
it that the observance of the International Year of Disabled
Persons made the greatest possible impact and brought
about the needed public awareness. In this structure, the
President of the Republic presides over the Commission
of Honour while the National Secretary for Rehabilitatién
acts as chairman of the National Committee and the Exec-
utive Committee; this arrangement thus involves the na-
tion’s main political bodies, the governmental departments
concerned, and the representatives of interested non-gov-
ernmental organizations.

142. The structuring of all activities concerning the In-
ternational Year is the job of the Executive Committee,
which is also responsible for promoting the establishment
of the necessary co-ordinating committees on the local
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and regional levels, in co-operation with the local au-
thorities, trade union orgarizations and other institutions.
My Government has thus succeeded, in drawing up and,
as far as possible, implementing a national plan of action,
whose main goals are: the drawing up of a long-term plan
on prevention, rehabilitation and integration; the promo-
tion of action for public information and awareness, bear-
ing in mind the specific questions of disabled children,
adults and elderly persons; the expansion of government
services in the fields of prevention, health, education,
housing, transportation and social and vocational re-
habilitation, in particular through the creation of several
rehabilitation centres of which seven will soon be opened;
study of the care of the mentally handicapped and of the
possibility of home care and rehabilitation for people who
become blind, as well as of the quest for a system for the
observation, evaluation and orientation of disabled per-
sons; research in the fields of rehabilitation and the tech-
nical and vocational training of staff; review and pro-
mulgation of legislation on education, labour and
architectural obstacles; statistical study of the disabled
population; involvement of non-governmental organiza-
tions in promoting and carrying out the national pro-
gramme of the International Year of Disabled Persons;
and the proclamation of an international day of disabled
persons.

143. Specific information on the activities carried out in
Portugal was communicated to the Secretary-General and
is reflécted in his report. There is thus no need for me to
go into excessive detail, which I shall spare the Assem-
bly.

144. It remains for me to reaffirm my Government’s
deep commitment to the responsibility undertaken by the
United Nations and its Member States to encourage the
iriternational community to contribute to a significant im-
provement in the status of disabled persons by guarantee-
ing their right to a normal and independent life, to equal-
ity and full participation. Work towards that goal should
involve active international co-operation stemming from a
recognition of those rights. The end of the International
Year of Disabled Persons undoubtedly signals a new be-
ginning in the accomplishment of the immense tasks that
remain.

145. Mr. SAIGNAVONGS (Lao People’s Democratic
Republic) (interpretation from French): The delegation of
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic is very honoured to
be able to participate in this debate on the International
Year of Disabled Persons, which is of particular impor-
tance to us all because, as is emphasized in the report of
the Secretary-General, there are today in the world 500
million people suffering from disabilities, of whom 400
million live in developing countries.

146. The fact that the General Assembly proclaimed
1981 the International Year of Disabled Persons and allo-
cated debate on this item to the plenary meeting confirms
this importance and further emphasizes its humanitarian
interest in having taken such action.

147. Furthermore, activities undertaken by the United
Nations and by other intergovernmental and non-govern-
mental international organizations in observance of the In-
ternational Year have been clearly outlined in the report of
the Secretary-General as well as by Mrs. Shahani, the
Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the In-
ternational Year of Disabled Persons, when she spoke at
the 86th plenary meeting of the Assembly. In this connec-
tion, my delegation would like to take this opportunity to
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express its sincere congratulations to Mrs. Shahani and
her colleagues at the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs on their efforts and on the good re-
sults they have attained thus far.

148. The International Year of Disabled Persons will
soon come to an end, but the enormous task of integrat-
ing disabied persons into society on the basis of the
theme of “Full participation and equality” remains to be
completed. The success of such an undertaking requires
the active participation of the States Members because the
attainment of the basic targets of the International Year, as
set out in resolution 31/123, calls for universal action on
a large scale.

149. For its part, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic
attaches particular importance to the problem of disabled
persons, for of its 3.5 million inhabitants 300,000, in-
cluding women and children—or almost one tenth of the
population—are disabled, most of them as a result of the
imperialist war of aggression, waged principally by Amer-
ican imperialism against our country.

150. A grateful fatherland has constantly concerned it-
self with its valiant children thus disabled. During the
war, it provided safe shelter, food, clothing, education,
suitable work, sufficient leisure and health care, and it
also arranged marriages for those in a position to wed.
After the establishment of the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, the implementation of this policy was further ex-
panded. In its efforts progressively to improve the mate-
rial, cultural and social conditions of our people, our
Government strove particularly to emphasize the improve-
ment of those of the disabled, in particular by the creation
of a centre for rehabilitation and re-education, by provid-
ing orthopaedic appliances and prostheses, and by offer-
ing them free care and periods of treatment at the re-
habilitation centre. The primary aim is to prepare them
physically, and above all morally, to learn a trade in
keeping with their abilities, which would enable them to
be partially self-reliant, to participate in social life and
thus to contribute to the best of their ability to the work
of protecting and building up the homeland.

151. Naturally, the results are still modest, but they are
commensurate with our technical and financial pos-
sibilities, which are limited. Notwithstanding this, the Lao
Government is determined to pursue its task in this field.
To that end, it has recently come to an agreement with
WHO on assistance to physically handicapped persons.

152. The Lao People’s Democratic Republic, like many
countries, has participated in the International Year of
Disabled Persons. It has expended many efforts to inform
the public about the importance of the International Year
through the media at its disposal: the press, radio, posters
and banners with slogans. Although my country is not yet
on the list of those which have established national com-
mittees for the International Year, my delegation would
like to make it known to the Assembly that on 17 April
1981 the Government of the Lao People’s Democratic Re-
public set up a national .committee for the International
Year of Disabled Persons, presided over by the Minister
for Social and Veterans’ Affairs. Furthermore, to under-
score the special importance of the work of that commit-
tee and thus of the problems of disabled persons, the
President of the Republic, Mr. Souphanouvong, became
its honorary Chairman.

153. The task of the National Committee was to con-
sider and establish a national plan of action having the

following three targets: first the improvement of the Na-
tional Rehabilitation Centre, the better to serve disabled
persons; secondly, the training of technicians and spe-
cialized medical personnel to meet long-term needs; and,
thirdly, the organization of a vocational school for the dis-
abled. Furthermore, the Committee’s job is also to organ-
ize various activities, in the capital and in the provinces,
in the cities as in rural areas, to make people aware of the
problems of disabled persons.

154. In the context of activities for the International
Year, the Lao National Committee for the International
Year of Disabled Persons organized on 22 May 1981 a
solemn meeting at Vientiane attended by more than 1,200
persons, including members of the Government and the
Supreme People’s Council, as well as members of the dip-
lomatic corps and representatives of accredited interna-
tional organizations in Laos. Similarly, film screenings,
circuses and theatrical events have been organized in vari-
ous parts of the country to collect funds for the purchase
of the appliances so necessary to the disabled. Further-
more, a refresher seminar for doctors and medical staif
from all the provinces of the country whose duty it is to
provide health care to the disabled is scheduled for this
month in Vientiane. Finally, the Postal Service is issuing
a stamp to commemorate the International Year.

155. Those are some of the activities that my country has
undertaken to observe the International Year But, in the
words of President Souphanouvong in his message to dis-
abled persons in our country on the occasion of the Inter-
national Year: :

‘“Naturally, we see that what has been done does not
yet meet all our desires. The reason for this is that we
still have many shortcomings and difficulties to over-
come, among them the lack of specialized professionals
and an inadequate level of scientific and technical ex-
pertise to assist and rehabilitate the handicapped.”

156. Despite these shortcomings and difficulties, and in
order to overcome them, 1 wish to reiterate the sentiments
of the President of the Republic, who also said the follow-
ing in his message:

“On behalf of our multinational people, and in the
name of all disabled persons in our country, I wish,
therefore, to express our feelings of gratitude and our
profound thanks to the United Nations, the party and
government organizations of brother socialist nations
and other friendly countries, international organiza-
tions, private organizations and all persons who have
accorded humanitarian assistance, both material and
moral, to the Lao people in general and to our disabled
in particular.” -

157. The goals of the International Year, in accordance
with the theme “Full participation and equality”, can
only be achieved on a long-term basis and require
favourable international conditions. It must not be forgot-
ten that 400 million disabled persons are living in devel-
oping countries, 350 million of them in countries that
have no assistance services. The economic strengthening
of those countries would provide their people, particularly
their disabled, with necessary resources. This implies that
developed countries must show greater flexibility and un-
derstanding towards the developing countries by adopting,
without delay, economic reforms to bring about the estab-
lishment of a new international economic order that will
guarantee a just and equitable distribution of the wealth of
mankind.
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158. Furthermore, by eliminating pockets of tension and
the dangers of war caused by international imperialists
and reactionaries, by settling existing conflicts and adopt-
ing effective measures to curb the arms race, reverse its
course and achieve genuine disarmament, we would re-
lease a large part of the resources now devoted to arma-
ments, which could then be put to good use for the devel-
opment of developing countries and, thus, for the well-
being of disabled persons.

159. Finally, when the Advisory Committee for the In-
ternational Year—under the competent and aynamic iead-
ership of Mr. Muntasser of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
to whom we extend our hearty congratulations—examines
the blueprint of the world programme of action for dis-
abled persons, it would be desirable for particular atten-
tion to be paid to the plight of disabled persons in the
least developed and most seriously affected countries, be-
cause scientific and technical disadvantages and the scar-
city of resources in those countries make the attainment
of the targets of the world programme very difficult.

160. In conclusion, and in order to emphasize my coun-
try’s commitment to the cause of disabled persons, my
delegation wishes to repeat the following words of the
President of our Republic:

““Caring for disabled persons is one of the main tasks
of humanity, of Governments and of various organiza-
tions throughout the world, in order to reduce the dif-
ference that exists between the living conditions of the
disabled and those of normal people, to rid ourselves of
inhumane, unworthy feelings on the path to creating
the spirit of humanitarianism, friendship and love of
peace. . .. Humanity demands that we seek ways to
eliminate the causes of impairment or physical and
moral disability of the handicapped and to give them
material and spiritual assistance.”

161. Mr. RAZZOOQI (Kuwait): The United Nations
took a giant step forward by nobly and rightfully pro-
claiming 1981 the International Year of Disabled Persons
with the theme of “Full participation and equality”. A
year with such a theme arouses the hopes, aspirations and
expectations of nearly 500 million disabled persons.

162. This special day fully reflects the aims, goals and
objectives of the International Year of Disabled Persons.
First, it shows the solidarity of all nations, irrespective of
race, colour, sex, creed or religion, in presenting and dis-
cussing the problems and concerns of disabled persons.
Secondly, it shows us as nations working together towards
the rehabilitation of the disabled to fulfil the theme of full
participation in a raore meaningful way in our commu-
nities.

163. Kuwait supports the draft World Programme of Ac-
tion conceming Disabled Persons, which concentrates on
certain problems that can be resolved with the co-opera-
tion of Member States and reflects the views of Govern-
ments, specialized agencies and non-governmental organ-
izations.

164. It is a striking fact that around 500 million people
in the world are disabled owing to physical. mental or
sensory impairment and that. of the 500 million, nearly
140 million of them are children. We have to seek effec-
tive remedial action, otherwise the consequences of dis-
ability will be a constant obstacle and a burden to devel-
opment. especially in small and poor developing nations
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which aspire to reach some sort of reasonable standard of
living in our modern world.

165. We believe that in disability there is always a hid-
den power and strength, and that if that strength is tapped
it will be a moral as well as an economic asset. Govern-
ments play an important role in awakening the awareness
and conscience of their people to the need to alleviate the
suffering and agony of the disabled. The private sector
also has a responsibility to help in that direction. We note
with satisfaction that the awareness of people of the need
to facilitate the integration of the disabled in the commu-
nity is rising.

166. Kuwait is working hard, with the help of its Arab
sister countries, towards a welfare system to alleviate the
economic difficulties of disabled persons and their fami-
lies. However, we regret the fact that people in many
countries are still denying employment or care to the dis-
abled on the assumption that because of their impairment
they will not be as productive as normal persons.

167. My Government believes that the following ele-
ments must be taken into account. First, Governments
must reduce and then eliminate the existing barriers to
facilitate the full and effective participation of disabled
persons in community activities and their access to serv-
ices on an equal footing with others, in order to achieve
one of the most important goals of the plan of action, that
is, fuli participation and equality. Secondly, the participa-
tion of disabled persons in the decision-making process
concerning their rehabilitation, which will help them to
become full members of the community, must be ensured.
Governments and communities have responsibilities, but
these do not negate the role of the disabled themselves in
facing their reality and courageously fighting it with the
help of others. The disabled must have equal rights, but
also they must have responsibilities and obligations.
Thirdly, information must be disseminated by national
committees and activities must be co-ordinated with those
of the agencies of the United Nations system. Fourthly,
the transfer of technology in the field of disability from
the developed to the developing nations must be ensured.
Fifthly, special attention must be paid to those who are
disabled as a result of mental illness or retardation. Six-
thly, family care and attention is very important in the
rehabilitation programme for the disabled.

168. Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 31/123
which proclaimed the year 1981 the International Year of
Disabled Persons, and resolution 32/133, the Kuwaiti Na-
tional Committee was set up for that purpose by Decision
No. 1/79 of the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour.
The Committee, which is headed by the Assistant Under-
Secretary of the Ministry of Social Affairs, consists of 12
members representing different ministries.

169. The Committee, which has already held several
meetings, finally drew up the broad lines of an overall
work plan comprising three major programmes, which are
summed up as follows: first, the preparaticn of a study
for the evaluation of the services offered to all categories
of disabled persons in the State of Kuwait and identifica-
tion of the major causes of disability, with a view to for-
mulating proposals for the development and expansion of
such services and promoting the prevention of disability;
secondly, the preparation of a draft law on the status and
rights of the disabled in the State of Kuwait and the es-
tablishment of a committee of lawyers and sociologists
representing the Ministry of Public Heailth, the’Ministry
of Justice, the Department of Legal Interpretation and
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Legislation, the Council of Ministers, Kuwait University,
the Ministry of Education, the Kuwait Handicapped Soci-
ety and the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour;
thirdly, the implementation of various cultural, artistic and
information programmes, such as the publication of a col-
lection of booklets and informative pamphlets on public
health and the possible holding of a large sports event by
the Kuwait Handicapped Club within the framework of its
extensive plan for the celebration of the International Year
of Disabled Persons in 1981.

170. The Kuwait Handicapped Society will participate
in celebrating the International Year of Disabled Persons
in the following ways: by surveying all State facilities and
structures with a view to identifying architectural obstruc-
tions that limit the freedom of movement of disabled per-
sons and then submitting proposals for the removal or dis-
mantling of such impediments, by preparing a publicity
programme under the title “Artists from our Society” and
by holding an authorship contest among handicapped in-
dividuals.

171. In observance of the International Year of Disabled
Persons the Kuwait National Committee organized a re-
gional conference from 1 to 4 April in Kuwait for study
and the exchange of experience and expertise between
States interested in the problems and the rehabilitation of
disabled persons and to make known the legal and legisla-
tive conditions pertaining to the protection of the dis-
abled, vocationally, medically and socially. Among the
main documents issued by the conference was an Arab
declaration of action concerning the disabled. The docu-
ments and draft resolutions adopted by the conference set
forth the principles, objectives and methods of action for
co-operation at the regional and international levels.

>

172. My delegation believes that we should emphasize
the need to undertake and develop coherent studies and
research on global strategy concerning the causes and
types of impairment and disability. We are gratified to see
that in the-field of scientific research there have .been dra-
matic breakthroughs leading to unprecedented results. The
disabled live in hope, and I hope that we shall live up to
their expectations by overcoming some of the conditions
in which they live.

173. Mr. KHOZA (Malawi): My delegation wishes to
associate itself with previous speakers in congratulating
Mr. Kittani on his election to the presidency of the thirty-
sixth session of the General Assembly and on the very
able manner in which he is conducting the Assembly’s
deliberations.

174. As we are approaching the end of 1981, my dele-
gation wishes to pay a tribute to the General Assembly
for declaring 1981 the International Year of Disabled Per-
SOnSs.

175. Various activities by nations during the Year have
undoubtedly proved that this was part of a world-wide
crusade for a growing realization that, in order to achieve
any meaningful social and economic development and
self-reliance, disabled persons need to be integrated fully
into any nation’s prograiames by recognizing the. main
theme of the Year, namely: full participation and equality.

176. The aims and objectives of the International Year
of Disabled Persons indeed gave us unparalleled oppor-
tunities for considering certain strategies for the long-term
actions and programmes associated with the Year.

177. Equally important is the Charter for the &0s,
drawn up and adopted by the World Planning Group of
Rehabilitation International, as a major contribution to the
International Year of Disabled Persons. This charter also
provides a good working ground for future planning and
programming as far as rehabilitation services are con-
cerned. I should like to quote one of the statements con-
tained in that charter:

“The knowledge and skills now exist to enable each
country to remove the barriers which exclude people
with disabilities from the life of their communities. It
is possible for every nation to open all its institutions
and systems to all its people. . . . A nation failing to
respond to this challenge fails to realize its true
worth.”

178. This statement calls upon nations to prepare com-
prehensive national plans for disability prevention and re-
habilitation and to ensure that each and every disabled
person and his family receives the services and assistance
which might be necessary to reduce the handicapping ef-
fects of the disabilities, thus ensuring the fullest possible
integration and participation of all the disabled within
their communities.

179. My delegation is gratified to note from the report
of the Commission for Social Development on its twenty-
seventh session, in the section on the International Year of
Disabled Persons,' that the Year 1981 has achieved con-
siderable success regarding planning for future activities
and services for the disabled. Indeed, the Year 1981 pro-
vided an excellent opportunity for Member States criti-
cally to examine the situation of the disabled in their re-
spective countries and to take concrete, positive action in
order to improve their conditions of work and life-styles.
However, let us not regard this International Year as an
isolated event or as a campaign; we should associate the
Year with long-term action programmes designed to im-
prove the well-being of disabled persons and to integrate
them to the fullest possible extent in day-to-day active
economic and social life.

180. In this regard, my delegation commends the work
of the Advisory Committee for the International Year of
Disabled Persons in considering follow-up action after
1981. We shall indeed study the World Programme of Ac-
tion concerning Disabled Persons and we look forward *
the adoption of the draft Programme by the General As-
sembly at its thirty-seventh session in 1982.

181. At this point, I should like briefly to outline the
activities which the Government of Malawi has under-
taken during this Year. The Malawi National Committee
for the International Year of Disabled Persons was estab-
lished by the Government of Malawi at the beginning of
1980 and charged with co-ordination of the programme of
activities and plans to further the objectives of the Year,_
as set out by the thirty-first session of the General As-
sembly, at which 1981 was proclaimed International Year
of Disabled Persons. The programme further focused on
preventive and rehabilitative services, including those
which would ensure the integration of the disabled with
the able-bodied.

182. In the field of prevention, immunization pro-
grammes which had been intensified during the Year of
the Child continued to receive the highest priority. Addi-
tional mobile eye clinics enabled ophthalmic personnel to
visit very remote rural areas to examine, identify and treat -
a variety of eye conditions. Following feasibility
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studies, a clinic for orthopaedic surgery and phys-
iotherapy became operational early in the year. The clinic
also provides locally-made appliances for tne disabled.
This project is being carried out by the Malawi Against
Polio Association with funds from Rotary International
and local contributions. To complement the Ministry of
Health’s programme in medical rehabilitation, Malawi
Against Polio initiated a course to train selected medical
personnel as orthopaedic assistants.

183. In the field of education a great deal has already
been done to provide special educational facilities for dis-
abled children, especially the blind. The facilities are pro-
vided in selected schools where blind children attend the
same schools as the sighted. There are plans to provide
more such schools to enable and encourage parents to
send their blind children there.

184. With regard to training and rehabilitation a number
of training activities were already instituted and have at-
tracted considerable attention from other countries. These
facilities are in the field of farming and, for women, in
housecrafts and handicrafts. During the Year courses
were extended by the further development of a training
and evaluation estate, where the blind are trained to grow
tobacco, maize and other food and cash crops. They will
subsequently be able to go either to the agricultural settle-
ment schemes or to their home areas.

185. The last quarter of this year saw the beginning of
the construction of a new rural vocational-rehabilitation
training centre. The centre, when completed, will offer
training for disabled men and women of working age in
rural and industrial occupations such as woodwork, metal-
work, tailoring, home economics, agricultural and poultry
farming. The centre will also provide facilities for assess-
ing and exploring the vocational potential of trainees.
There will also be psycho-social counselling. Skills con-
nected with the repair and servicing of any special aids
they have will also be provided alongside their normal
training programmes.

186. During the Year my Government also planned a
survey of the disabled, which will be carried out by the
National Statistical Office in 1982. It is hoped that the
survey will not only provide statistics, but also informa-
tion on the distribution and severity of handicaps.

187. The Malawi Government recognizes the fact that
provision of suitable and adequate services for the dis-
abled requires skilled manpower, useful baseline data and
other resources beyond the capacity of a developing coun-
try such as ours. Therefore, my Government is willing to
explore further possibilities of bilateral, regional and
global co-operation. With that objective in mind the Ma-
lawi Government this year hosted a 10-day seminar from
28 September to 8 October, at the subregional level, with
participants drawn from the member States of the eastern
and southern African region.

[
188. This seminar, which was on vocational rehabilita-
tion and resettlement of the disabled, provided a
milestone in the field of vocational rehabilitation in gen-
eral and also offered the participants a useful opportunity
to evaluate together the administration and organization of
the programmes of the International Year of Disabled Per-
sons. There were five themes discussed, namely: the
scope and boundaries of vocational rehabilitation services;
services needed for individuals with handicaps; organiza-
tion and staffing of services; evaluation of rehabilitation;

and future development of services. These are indeed is-
sues of importance and relevance in rehabilitation work.

189. Regarding future development, the participants
noted with gratitude the Organization of African Unity
[OAU] resolution CM/Res. 834 (XXXVI) on the establish-
ment of an African Training and Research Rehabilitation
Institute adopted at the thirty-sixth ordinary session of the
Council of Ministers of the OAU, held at Addis Ababa
from 23 February to 1 March 1981. It is hoped that,
when established, the institute will provide all the re-
quired comprehensive research and training services for
the African countries.

190. In conclusion, my delegation strongly believes that
success can be achieved through programmes which offer
equal opportunities and which allow for the full integra-
tion and participation of the disabled in the services that
affect them. ‘

191. Mrs. KASHEMWA LAINI NYOTA (Zaire) (inter-
pretation from French): It is a real pleasure for me to
speak on behalf of the Executive Council of the Republic
of Zaire, the Government of my country, which is a mem-
ber of the Advisory Committee for the International Year
of Disabled Persons, during the consideration of the item
concerning the International Year of Disabled Persons.

192. May I first and foremost take this opportunity to
express-to the Secretary-General the warm congratulations
of the Republic of Zaire on his constant, praiseworthy
efforts to ensure the implementation of resolution 31/123,
which proclaimed 1981 the International Year of Disabled
Persons, and all the other relevant recommendations that
are put forward at our various meetings within the frame-
work of the United Nations.

193. We also wish to congratulate Mrs. Shahani, As-
sistant Secretary-General and Director of the Centre for
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs and Spe-
cial Representative of the Secretary-General for the Inter-
national Year of Disabled Persons, who most efficiently
ensures the co-ordination of the Year’s activities.

194. In Zaire, as in a great many young countries, the
improvement of the status of disabled persons is one of

* the major national concerns and falls within the Govern-

ment programme for the social and economic develop-
ment of the country. That is why, long before 1981 was
proclaimed the International Year of Disabled Persons, we
had set up certain institutions, the main task of which
was to prevent and to cure disability and to provide re-
habilitation, vocational training and apprenticeships for
the disabled with a view to enabling them to become rein-
tegrated in society.

195. Among these institutions are the National Centre
for the Vocational and Professional Training of Invalids
and the Disabled and various neurological, psychological
and pathological centres, as well as the Mama Mobutu
Institute for the blind. The latter gives young blind per-
sons the same primary and secondary education enjoyed
by sighted children at ordinary schools, in every disci-
pline. This Institute is 70 per cent directed by the blind
themselves, and among the pupils are some students from
neighbouring countries.

196. Regionally, since 1975, Zaire has co-operated
closely with the United Republic of Cameroon, Burundi
and Rwanda, exchanging experiences within the ASsocia-
tion of Centres for the Disabled in Central Africa, whose
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activities could be extended to other interested and con-
cerned countries in the region.

197. Since the International Year of Disabled Persons
was proclaimed the Republic of Zaire has always associ-
ated itself with the activities of the international commu-
nity and has put every effort into applying at the national
level the Plan of Action for the International Year of the
Disabled. Indeed, in accordance with the recommendation
of the Advisory Committee, the Executive Council of the
Zaire Government last year established a national commit-
tee to prepare for the Year. That Committee is made up of
representatives of the ministries of the Executive Council,
representatives of public and private organizations inter-
ested in and concerned with the problems of the disabled,
both medically and socially, and of representatives of as-
sociations of disabled persons. The role of the Committee
was defined by the Advisory Committee, namely, to plan,
co-ordinate and carry out activities designed to support
the objectives of the Year nationally and locally, or to
encourage such activities. It was also responsible for pre-
senting the Executive Council with proposals for meas-
ures necessary for the observance of the International Year
of Disabled Persons in our country.

198. A national programme of action in accordance with
the Plan of Action for the Year and essentially aimed at
the rehabilitation, re-education, readjustment, and social
integration of the disabled, and also and especially at the
prevention of disability, was established.

199. Several projects were proposed, including that of
setting up a factory for making tricycles in Zaire and that
of giving new impetus to all the centres for the disabled,
with the assistance of the ILO and UNICEE These proj-
ects are now being carried out.

200. At the beginning of the year we set up a national
committee for the International Year of Disabled Persons.
It is a standing national body bringing together all the
social groups concerned with the problems of the dis-
abled. Its essential task is to ensure follow-up and con-
tinuity in the activities of the International Year of Dis-
abled Persons after 1981.

201. Within the framework of the observance of the
Year we have organized, with the active participation of
disabled persons, several sports and cultural events de-
signed to increase public awareness and to bring about a
positive change of attitude ccacerning the disabled.

202. The climax of these events was on 14 October
1981, which was proclaimed in Zaire the National Day of
Observance of the International Year of Disabled Persons.
The day was marked by a message from the Executive
Council to the nation designed to increase public
awareness and to bring about the proper social acceptance
of disabled persons in society. An order was signed by
the Founding President of the People’s Revolutionary
Movement, the President of the Republic, declarfing an
amnesty for disabled persons who had been sentenced to
imprisonment. In addition, there was a national collection
in the form of a generous, voluntary contribution from
each and every citizen. The funds collected will be allo-
cated to the promotion of the Executive Council’s projects
for the disabled.

203. I should like to say that, in spite of the willingness
of which we i.ave given proof and our many efforts, Zaire
and all the other developing countries, cannot by them-
selves carry through such ambitious programmes as we

have put together during the Year because our means are
limited and the needs are enormous. That is why we sin-
cerely hope that all resources will be mobilized by the
Organization and the specialized agencies in order to
back up national activities, particularly the national pro-
grammes. Jndeed, will or determination alone is not
enough to achieve this. We also need the proper means
for action, without which our initiatives will simply be
pious hopes, with no future.

204. Zaire supports the idea that we cannot hope to
reach most of the disabled unless priority is given to the
needs of the developing countries in the allocation of re-
sources by the international community, quite simply be-
cause those are the most needy countries since they have
the largest percentage of disabled persons in their popula-
tions. .

205. Similarly, we are convinced that the transfer of
technology and regional technical co-operation are the
best ways to achieve self-reliance in the rehabilitation of
the disabled and the provision of the equipment they
need. We therefore appeal urgently for the effective crea-
tion of an African regional institute for the rehabilitation
of the disabled, as decided by the OAU.

206. Finally, my country, as a member of the Advisory
Committee, expresses the hope that the General Assembly
will adopt the conclusions arrived at by that Committee at
its third session, in the light, of course, of the report and
the relevant comments on this topic of the Secretary-Gen-
eral. - : ‘

207. Mr. CHAN (Singapore): As the International Year
of Disabled Persons draws to an end, we are left with a
strong sense that its achievements and impact on the at-
titudes of societies and Governments have prepared the
ground for continuing action in the years ahead in order
to attain the goal of full participation and equality for
disabled persons.

208. World recognition of the potential of disabled per-
sons will contribute significantly to their self-confidence
and drive in leading an active, norrnal and full life. The
leadership of the United Nations in the International Year
of Disabled Persons has given hope and inspiration to
millions of disabled persons the world over. It is helping
to generate a social climate that should be conducive to
the full integration of the disabled into the economic and
social activities of the community. We also realized dur-
ing the course of the year that more could be done in the
area of prevention of disabilities, an area which is rela-
tively unexplored.

209. The task of integrating disabled persons is well un-
der way in the developed societies. The progress and ad-
vances made in the care, rehabilitation and integration of-
the disabled are an example that the poorer and less ad-
vanced societies would wish to emulate. This task is a
much more difficult and complicated one for societies that
are hampered by poverty and are unable to meet the basic
human needs of the population in general. In the competi-
tion for development resources priorities have to be deter-
mined within the limits of available resources, but there
should be room for international co-operation on the dis-
abled. '

210. Because resources will always be limited, each so-
ciety has to look first and foremost to its own means in
helping its disabled. Desirable social attitudes and public
recognition of the status of the disabled are well within
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the realm of possibility. Sensitive consideration and sup-
portive actions by employers, colleagues, relatives and so-
ciety in general for the disabled can be fostered through
social example and education. Help in the broadest sense
of the word for the disabled is a matter of both the heart
and the mind and of the pocket-book. The United Na-
tions, during the International Year and, it is hoped, in
the long-term programme of action that is being drawn
up, should continue to help Member States in both those
directions.

211. Singapore has made strides in recognizing the
problems, needs and abilities of the disabled. It has found
the International Year of Disabled Persons to be a major
booster in its efforts to educate all sectors of its popula-
tion in this field. Growing numbers of people in Sin-
gapore are looking at the disabled as individuals who
should be helped to function as normal members of soci-
ety. The assistance and courtesies that our people extend
to the disabled are now increasingly seen in this light.

212. More people in Singapore are asking what they can
do to help the disabled. More employers recognize that
the disabled have marketable skills, or can be trained to
acquire them. Indeed, many employers go out of their
way to praise the positive attitudes of their disabled em-
ployees towards their work.

213. Disabled persons in Singapore are showing greater
leadership and taking more initiative in questions concern-
ing their relationship with society. Their voices can be
heard on maiters relating to education, vocational train-
ing, medical- care and participation in the life of the com-
munity. Such dialogue between the disabled on the one
hand and specialists and the general public on the other is
welcomed as a healthy trend and strongly encouraged in
Singapore.

214. The First World Congress of People with Dis-
abilities was held in Singapore from 30 November to 4
December 1981. It was the first such meeting in which
the disabled had gathered to speak for themselves and to
plan-future action. Altogether about 300 disabled persons
from 60 countries attended as delegates. In his opening
address to the Congress, the Acting Minister for Social
Affairs of Singapore,- Dr. Ahmad Mattar, called on the
disabled to make their presence felt by seeking more posi-
tions on the decision-making bodies of agencies that pro-
vide rehabilitation services for the handicapped and to ini-
tiate research on existing services. The Acting Minister
noted that in Singapore about one third of the Executive
Committee members of the eight leading voluntary wel-
fare' organizations for the disabled are either disabled per-
sons or parents of disabled persons.

215. During the International Year there has been an ex-
tensive public education campaign aimed at reaching all
sectors’ of the community in Singapore. A handbook on
places that are accessible to physically-disabled persons
was produced to help them to participate in community
life. Planners and developers are also urged to be con-
scious of design features for the disabled when designing
new buildings. A handbook for employers, entitled The
Potential of the Disabled in Emplovment, is being pro-
duced with the objective of educating employers and trade
unions.

216. Abilympics-Singapore organized a skills competi-
tion along the lines of the International Abilympics, the
aim being to promote public awareness and recognition of
disabled persons’ abilities and to promote employment of
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the disabled. Among the main areas of competition were
watch and clock repairing, dress-making, tailoring, cabi-
net-making, radio and television repairing and typing for
the visually handicapped.

217. A training programme based in the home was
launched with the objective of helping the parents of dis-
abled children to train, rehabilitate and prepare them for
adult life. The National Library has started Project Low
Vision, a programme of microfiche work on textbooks
that are used for the visually handicapped.

218. In conclusion, my delegation wishes to pay a trib-
ute to the excellent leadership, initiative and participation
of disabled persons in Singapore during the International
Year of Disabled Persons. They have set an example for
many of their fellow Singaporeans, and we look forward
to the progress that can be made through both national
efforts and international co-operation in achieving the
goal of full participation and equality for disabled per-
sons.

219. Mr. ALBORNOZ (Ecuador) (interpretation from
Spanish): In the opinion of Ecuador, it is of the greatest
importance that world attention be drawn to a matter of
the utmost human importance and of serious economic
and social significance: that of the disabled among all
peoples and particularly those who are afflicted, in addi-
tion to their disability, by the shortcomings and disadvan-
tages of adverse circumstances in the developing world.

220. If we include among the disabled those affected by
physical, nutritional, psychological and educational lim-
itations, indicative of the level of development, such a
situation affects more than 10 per cent of the population
of the countries of Latin America as a whole. In Ecuador,
the gravity of this problem has aroused the national con-
science and all public and private sectors are taking ac-
tion, as far as they are able, to do something about the
problem. They are prepared to act in response to whatever
co-operation, particularly technical co-operation, the inter-
national community can provide.

Mr. Renzaho (Rwanda), Vice-President, took the Chair.

In that respect, and in connection with the Interna-
tional Year of Disabled Persons, the First Lady of Ec-
uador and Chairman of the National Committee for the
International Year of Disabled Persons, Mrs. Margerita
Pérez de Hurtado, broadcast in our country the following
message:

“I address all my fellow countrymen suffering from
any form of physical, mental or sensory disability, and,
particularly, the rest of the population of our country
which does not find itself in this situation because it is
from them that sufficient effort, resources and soli-
darity should come to ensure the social integration of
Ecuadorians who are deprived of enjoying the funda-
mental rights of every citizen. In Ecuador, we must
make a great collective effort to make sure that all men
and women can take an active part in our national life,
and for that the community as a2 whole—Government,
social organizations, private entities, voluntary organ-
izations and institutions generally—must be made
aware of the problem and act in a co-ordinated manner
to prevent the various kinds of disabilities which affect
a large section of the Ecuadorian population and which
result froim factors that, in the final analysis, are related
to an unjust economic and social order.
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“In 1981, the International Year of Disabled Persons
proclaimed by the United Nations, the national Govern-
ment has given significant impetus to institutions for
special education, rehabilitation, vocational training and
research concerning the disabled. In this, it has had the
generous co-operation anl economic support of private
foundations, which, acting resolutely in fulfilment of
their social obligations and moving away from out-of-
date paternalism and charitable attitudes, now constitute
an infrastructure and a flow of resources without which
the State would be unable to meet its planning goals.
The magnitude of the task has been assessed: the pre-
vention of future disabilities and the rehabilitation and
integration of a million Ecuadorians already suffering
from disabilities covers practically the entire range of
social action—maternal and child care, nutrition, social
communication, vocational training, rehabilitation in its
various forms, teacher-training, training of parents,
changing the physical environment and eliminating so-
cial barriers, recreation, artistic activities and research.
All of that can be summarized in the words full inte-
gration and participation, and that is our aim.”

222. The first p>naratory -meeting to set up the Na-
tional Committee for the International Year of Disabled
Persons took place at Guayaquil, in December 1980.
Since then, progress has been made in many stages, in-
cluding a first multidisciplinary convention for the Inter-
national Year of the Disabled at Cuenca in February of
this year. At that convention, specific recommendations
were made in the areas of medicine, specialized education
and professional rehabilitation. Short courses were orga-
nized for teachers from institutes for children with im-
paired hearing. The national Government allocated more
than $1 million, despite the financial difficulties of the
country, for the work of the organizing committee. At the
‘Same time, the Ministries of Public Health, Education and
Social Welfare promised their support. The activities of
sports organizations for disabled children in Quito and
Guayaquil, of rehabilitation centres in Quito, Guayaquil
and Portoviejo, and of the Ecuadorian National Institute
for the Blind have been encouraged. The Ministry of Pub-
lic Health is preparing new comprehensive legislation on
the disabled, which will be submitted by the Government
to the Ecuadorian Parliament.

223. The Declaration of the Rights of the Disabled pro-
claimed by the General Assembly in its resolution 3447
(XXX) has been printed and distributed. And a workshop
on new world trends in specialized education was held at
Cuenca in August of this year.

224. At the same time, the National Institute for Chil-
dren and the Family is coping with emergencies resulting
from deficiencies that affect the child and the family unit.

225. In the rehabilitation unit of the Carlos Andrade
Marin Hospital, 550 people are treated every day, in 12-
hour shifts, with physiotherapy, electromyography, oc-
cupational and speech therapy, hydrotherapy, orthosis and
prosthesis. The National Unit for Rehabilitation has been
functioning since July of this year as a sub-unit of the
Ministry of Health. It consists of five departments for full
rehabilitation: physical, psychiatric, educational, occupa-
tional and social. Its aim is to free the population of the
country from disability and to incorporate the disabled
into the social, econvriic and cultural development of the
country.

226. Under the Ministry of Social Welfare, the National
Council of Vocational Rehabilitation deals with the social,
educational and health problems of the disabled.

227. Specialized education is a sectoral aspect of gen-
eral education in areas concerned with the mentally re-
tarded, with problems of language and communication,
and physical handicaps and other aspects of disability. All
such activities are available free of charge as, indeed, is
education in Ecuador at the primary, secondary and
higher levels. If the resources of the national budget de-
voted to education, health and housing are added up, we
find that it runs close to 50 per cent of the overall bud-
get.

228. Thus, our country, Ecuador, believes that its contri-
bution to a worthy observance of the International Year of
Disabled Persons is to inform the international community
of the efforts being made by our participatory deraocracy,
whose aim is economic development and social well-
being, to cope with and remedy this grave aspect of inad-
equate general development constituted by the disabled
among the human resources of our country.

229. Mr AL-YOUZBAKI (Iraq) (interpretation from
Arabic): On the occasion of the International! Year of Dis-
abled Persons, my delegation would like to take this op-
portunity to set before world public opinion and the Gen-
eral Assembly an outline of my country’s activities for the
protection and rehabilitation of the disabled in the short
period during which concerted action has been taken to
ensure the success of a world-wide experiment. In view of
the importance of this experiment, we wish to offer our
experience as an example of spectacular initiative.

230. Inspired by the Iraqi people’s characteristic desire
to help and under the leadership of the head of State,
orders were given two years ago to set up a committee
for the disabled under the auspices of the Ministry of La-
bour and Social Affairs. This was in response to the ap-
peal of the Secretary-General, and in conformity with the
Plan of Action for the International Year of the Disabled
aimed at ensuring their full participation in the social life
and development of their society, providing living stand-
ards equal to those of other citizens and allowing them to
enjoy, on an equal footing, the rising standards of living
made possible by economic and social development. This
Committee is made up of representatives of the Ministry
of Planning, Housing, Reconstruction and Local Govern-
ment, as well as organizations of the disabled. A special
law was enacted granting the disabled the right to buy
land, to build, and to buy special equipment. The sum of
2 million Iraqi dinars—that is, $6.5 million—was allo-
cated to that end. The Committee was granted customs
exemptions and operates under special laws with regard to
trade. It is allowed to deal directly with experts from all
countries. The Committee has a flexible mandate making
it possible to adopt effective measures with rapid results.
During the second year, a similar amount was allocated to
the Committee.

231. Two years have elapsed since this body was set up
for the disabled, during which time 50 institutes and re-
habilitation centres for the deaf-mute, the mentally re-
tarded, the blind, the paralysed and the invalid have been
established. An amount of 15 million Iraqi dinars—that is
$48.5 million—was also allocated to this Committee,
which set up 20 rehabilitation projects. It bought the most
up-to-date equipment and raw materials from many coun-
tries. The Committee delegated the selection of the per-
sonnel and materials necessary for the quickest possible
realization of these projects. Necessary measures were
taken to ensure that the work would be done. The Iraqi
leaders have also authorized the construction of 18 com-
plexes for the disabled. These centres are scattered
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throughout the country and are equipped with special ap-
paratus, furniture and materials. Each centre covers
65,000 square metres of land worth 14 million dinars.
The entire project will cost $45,160,000 per unit or $812
million in total. A Swedish firm has been put in charge of
the project.

232. Instructions have been issued to promote the re-
cruitment of disabled persons able to work. The law has
been changed to allow the recruitment of all disabled per-
sons able to work, whereas only 3 per cent were pre-
viously recruited. A medical committee has been en-
trusted with assessing their capability and deciding on
their place of work, and no disabled person can be trans-
ferred without this Committee’s consent.

233. In a singic year, 23,000 disabled persons were
given employment and the process is continuing. These
disabled persons bhave therefore become part of the active
population and are contributing efficiently to the achieve-
ment of development ‘ans since they have been trained
for the task. In order to ensure effective participation and
equal opportunity for these persons, instructions have
been issued to provide them with specially equipped vehi-
cles. In the last 15 months, 6,000 such vehicles have
been delivered, and the disabled are now authorized to
import them after learning to drive at special instruction
courses organized by the Ministry of Labour and Social
Affairs.

234. 1 should like here to mention an important law en-
acted in Iraq which came into force during the Interna-
tional Year of Disabled Persons. It is the law on social
protection. The second part of the law deals with services
to be provided to disabled persons and with the State’s
obligations towards them. It is concerned with the early
tracking down of cases of disability by special medical
commissions and diagnostic centres for the handicapped
with special equipment and a staff of experts, psychol-
ogists and social workers. Our aim"is to assist the dis-
abl(eid throughout their lives from the moment diagnosis is
made.

235 The State, through the Ministry of Labour and So-
cial Affairs, ensures the right of the disabled to protec-
tion, training and rehabilitation. Those who cannot attend
ordinary training courses can thus benefit from this train-
ing. Every case is studied separately and, in 1981, during
the International Year of Disabled Persons, we distributed
more than 2,000 wheelchairs and 16,000 hearing aids to
disabled persons, in addition to crutches and the provi-
sions of special facilities in restrooms.

236. The State has also promoted scientific research,
and four kinds of electronic equipment were made by
Iraqi experts for use in the education of the deaf or those
with impaired hearing. These services are provided
throughout the country and abroad. They are supported
by the Government, and the Ministry of Labour and Social
Affairs has introduced ultra-modern technology into the

field of assistance to disabled persons.
!

237. In view of the success of this pilot project in Iraq
and its purely humanitarian nature, the Iraqi Government
fnas proposed it to brother Arab States and some of them
have already adopted it with the help of Iraqgi experts.
Other countries have asked us to assist them in planning
similar services in 1982.

238. In order to render service to everyone in the name
of humanity, we are ready to co-operate with any devel-
oping country wishing to benefit by our experience.

239. The number of persons employed by The Ministry
of Labour and Social Affairs amounts to 3,000, all work-
ing in the various institutes and centres for disabled per-
sons. We are proud to mention that Iraq has been so suc-
cessful that it is in a position to be able to render services
to other developing countries in supplying experts and
professional staff, if they are required.

240. We have attempted to give a brief survey of the
services available to disabled persons and of the other
efforts being made to make further services available to
disabled persons who have not had access to those serv-
ices. Such a contribution, backed up by the faith of our
political leaders, has made our own experience truly sig-
nificant, since we are providing services that are better
than those called for by the executive.

241. Before concluding, I should like to state that al-
though Iraq was not listed among those countries that set
up national committees for the International Year of Dis-
abled Persons, our National Committee was established at
the end of 1979, as I mentioned at the beginning of my
statement.

242. Mr. AL-ANSARI (Bahrain) (interpretation from
Arabic): The fact that there are people in this world
whom fate has afflicted in such a way that they are pre-
vented from leading a normal life puts an obligation on
us to assist them in such a way that they are enabled to
play an. active part in life. Yet that is not the end of the
matter. Man himself has multiplied the nuraber of the dis-
abled through devastating wars, careless of the fate of
those so injustly affected by such conflicts.

243. Ever since the international community undertook
to set in motion an international process of assistance to
our disabled brothers, my delegation has supported that
noble humanitarian initiative by giving prime importance
to this question. Our country set up a national committee
to seek ways and means whereby the International Year of
Disabled Persons could be celebrated, to develop pro-
grammes aimed at achieving the goals of the Year and to
implement them in collaboration with the appropriate de-
partments and sections.

244. Several sub-committees were established under the
National Committee, among them a sub-committee for
the employment of the disabled. One of that sub-commit-
tee’s basic objectives was to find jobs for disabled persons
taking into account their condition and capacity for work.
A sub-committee on information was set up to organize
an intensive campaign to publicize the situation and to
create public awareness of the rights and needs of the dis-
abled. There is also a sub-committee on finance, whose
task is to provide material assistance to the projects of the
National Committee, and a sub-committee to eliminate
the various barriers that confront disabled persons.

245. The State of Bahrain, in a humanitarian spirit, has
made every effort to give assistance to this special group
of human beings, conscious of the fact that, by such ac-
tion, it is setting an example that every country in the
world should follow.

246. Mr. MAKKI (Oman) (interpretation from Arabic):
The proclamation by the General Assemtly of 1981 as the
International Year of Disabled Persons played an impor-
tant role in drawing attention to the problems of the dis-
abled ind making them known at the international, re-
gional and