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Prear.ul

1. The Commission considered the Preamble to the Convention at its 663rd, 664th and
665¢h meetings. It had before it three versions of a Preamble - the original and
‘alternative texts contained in document E/CN.6/591, and the text propsnsed in the draft
Convention by Belgium (document F/CN.6/591,4dd.1). Some rep:esentatives noted that
the text of the Preamble proposed by Belgium duly reflected both the original and the
- alternative versions and wrs therefore mosi suitable as the basis for discussion.
Paragraphs 1 to 5
2. At its 66311 meeting the Commission adopted without a vote the following five
 paragraphe of the Preamble based on the Belgian version and oral smendments were
 accepted in the course of the discussion to paragraphs 4 and 5.

The States Parties to_ this Convention,
Noting that the Cherter of the United Nations reaffimmed faith in

fundamental human rights, in the dignity ~nd worth of the human person and in
the equal rights of men and women,
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Noting that the Universal Dec’aration cf Human Rights affirms the
principle of the inadmissibility of discriminstion and vroclaims that 211
human beings cre born free rnd equal in dignity end rights and thot everyone
is entitled tc 211 the rights and freedoms set forth therein, without diatincticn
of any kind, including distinction based on sex,

Noting that under the Intemational Ccvenants on Human Rights States have
the obligations to secure the equal right of men and wcmen to enjoy all economic,
social, cultural, civil and politiczl rights,

Considering the Conventions concluded under the auspices of the
United Nations and its specialized agencies and the resolutions, declarztions
and recommendations adopied by them promoting equality of rights of women and men,

Concerned however, that despite those various instruments, extensive
discrimination against women coatinues to exist,

Paragraph 6
3. Paragraph 6 of the Preamble, which was adopted without a vote at the 664th meeting
of the Commission, read as follows:

"Recalli_xg_ that discrimination against women violates the principles of
equality of rights and yespect for humen dignity, is an obstacle to the
participation of women, on equal texms with mcn, in the political, social,
economic and cultural life of their.;:;ﬁhtries and hampers the growth o’ the

- prosperity of society and -the family, and makes more difficult the full
| development o. the potentialities of :mmen in the servi-e of their countries
and humanity, "
Paragraph ]
4. At the 664th meeting India orally proposed the insertion of an additional
paragraph based on peragraph 3 of the original text of the preamble. Several oral
amendments were submittei to this text in the course of the discussion. A reviged
version presented by the United Kingdom in docunent E/CN.6/L.702 was adopted without
a vote at the 665th meeting. It reed as follows:

"Concerned particularly that scientific and technologicel progress has in
general improved the potential for employment and the development of new skille
but without benefitting women to the game extent es men.'l

1/ Pussian version reads as follows:
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Paragraph 8 ..
9. The German wemocratic Republic submitted a new poragraph of the Preamble

(document B/CN.6/1.703), vhich read ns follows:

YAffirming thet the strengthening of internationsl peace and security,
friendly co-operation of all States irrespective of their social and economic
systems, effective disarmament, the elimination of colonialism and racism in
‘211 forms, and the implementation of the right to self~determination are
indispensable »rerequisites for the safeguarding of the fundamental human rights
including those of women;"

6. The United rally proposed a sub-amendment to the above text conaisting
of ihe deletion of the words "implementation of the", and the substitution of the
words "safeguarding of the fundamental rights of women" for the phrase: '"safeguarding
of the fundamental human rights, including those of women". ‘
7. India orally amended the last part of the smendment to read: "... are vital to
the safeguarding of the fundamental rights of women, in the safeguarding of which
women should play their full part”. .

8. Mexico suggested that the concept of development should be reflected in the new
paragraph of thc Preamble and proposed the addition of the phrase: 'the.elimination
of the gap between developed and developing countriea" ‘

9. Sénegal proposed to add the word "aportheid" a.t ter the word "colonialism", and
Colombia suggested changing the word "indispensable" to “important".

10. These various provosalu were accepted in the revised tex ' prepared by a working
group (E/CH.6/L.704). This text was adopted without a vote at the 665th meeting and
included as varagraph 8 of the Preamble. It read as follows:

"Affirming that the strengthening of internationnl peace and security,
friendly co~-operation among States irrespective of their social and economic
systems, total and comp’'e‘e disarmament under sirict and eflective intemational
control, the elimination of colonialism and racism in all their i.xms including

artheid, eliminatior, of the gap between developing and developed countries,
and the right to s7lf-detemmination are vital in promoting the fundamental rights
of women in the achievements of which they should play their full part.”
11. FPrance expressed renervations vith respect to certain provisions in the perngraph.

Paxagraph 9
12. As the basis fo1 t. . onsideration of thic paragraph at its 665th meeting the
Commission took parar:. - 7/ of the Ireamble of the dreft Convention presented by

Belgivm (E/CH.6/591/Add.1}.
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13. India submitted an oral amendment t5 rephrase the paragraph as followvs:
"Copwvinced that the full and commleie development of a country requires
the maximm participatinon of -romen ac 121l os men in all fields,”
With further amendments by the German Democrotic Republic znd Iran, the paragreph

was adopted without a vote and read as follows:

“"Convinced that the full and complete development of 2 country, the
welfare of the world and@ the cause of peace reocuire the maximum participation
of women on equal terms with men in =11 fielus."

Paragraph 10

14. As the basis for its consideration of this parapraph at its 665th meeting, the
Commission tcok paragraph € of the Preamdle of the Belgiin draft Convention

(documeni E/CN.6/591/Add.1). Sweden submitted amendments io thet text, nzmely to
delete the words "the creation of tane material and spiritual values of;" to add after
the word "society" the words: "so far not fully recognized"; and to change the

word "motherhoocd" for the word "parenthood®.

15. The United States of America, suppoirting in principle the amendment by Sweden,
proposed further amendments, so that the paragraph would read as foll ws:

"Bearing in mind the great contribution of women to society, so far not
fully recommized, the social significance of the role of parents in the family
and in the rearing of children."” o :

16. At its 665th meetng the Commission adopted without a vote the following text:

"Bearing in mind, the great conir-ibution of women > the development of
'mciety, so far not fully recognized, the social significance of maternity and
of the role of parents in the family and in the rearing of children.”

17. At the same meeting the Commission adopi:d without a voie the last paragraph of
the Preamble (8/CN.6/591/Add.1, Preenible, para. 8), reading as follows:

"Determined to imy’ement the principles set forth in the Declarstion on
the Flimination of Discrimination against Women and, for that purpose, to
adopt the measures required for the elimination of such Cigeiimination
de facto or de jure,

Have agreed um»n the following:"

18, The Preamble as & whole was ndopied without ~ vote at the 665th meeting of

the Coamission.
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Lrticle 4
19. 'Article 4 was considered at the 660th and G6lst meetings of the Commeission.

It had vefore it, in addition to the original text of +the article (E/CN.6/591),
modified versions presented bty the United Xingdom (E/CN.6/L.681/Add.l, page 7) and
the "nited States of America (E/CN.6/L.68C).
~ The United Kingdom text read as follows:
1. The adoption of special temporary measures aimed at establishing de facto
' equality between men an’ women shall not be considered discriminatory.
where circumstances justify their introduction.
2. Measures in the social security field yeflecting the different social
needs of men and women shall not be considered discriminatory.
3. Measures undertaken for the protection of women at certain branches of
work due to their physiczl nature and for the promotion of the welfare
" of mothers shail not be interpreted as violating the principle of equality
of rights of men and vomen.

20. The text of tF~ United States of America (E/CN.6/L.688) was the following:
"aAdoption of temporary special measures aimed at accelerating de facto
equality should not be considered discriminatory and should in no wey entail,
as a consequence, the maintenance of unequal or separate standards and should
be discontinued when the objectives of equality of opportunity and treatment
have been achieved®.

2l. An oxral amenczent by France to replare the word "and" b:r the wood "bui;" in the

abore text was accepted by the sponsor.

22. Demnmark orally proposed adding the words: '"and men" after the words "conditions

for women" and deleting paragraph 2 of the original text of article 4 (B/CN.6/591).

During the discussion vhich fonllowed, however, Demmarlk vithdrew its emendment in

favour of the United States' version of the Article.

23. Canale proposed a mew paragraph to replace paragraphs 2 and 3 of the

United Kingdom amendment, which read as rollows:

"pdoption of special measures aimed at protecting matemity shall
not be considered disériminatory”.

24. This amendment, as sub-amcnded by Hwngary, read as follows:

v"Adoption by States of spec;al measures, including those measures
contained in this Convention, aimed at protecting watemity, shall not be

considered discriminetory.”
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25, At its 661at meeting the Commission ndopted, without a vote, paragraph 1 of
Article 4; besed cn the United States' tert {o/Cl.6/L.668) o3 orally amended by France.
26. Paracroph 2 of Article 4 2o presenicd by Conoda ond subsequently further amended
Ly Hungary was :dopted by the Commission at its (013t meeting by 15 votes to none
vith 6 abstentions.
27. Article 4 a5 adopted by the Commission read as follows:
#1, - Adoption oy States of temporary special mecsures zimed at
accelerating de facto equality shrll not be considered discriminatory but

shall in no way entail, as ~ consequence, the maintenance of unequal cr
separate standards and should be discontinued when the objectives of equality
of opportunity and treatiment hzve been achieved.

2. Adoption by States of special measures, including thosc measures
contained in this Convention, aimed at protecting maternity, shall not bhe
_considered disc¢riminatory".

Finol nrovisions
20. Article 17 was discussed by the Commission at its 661st meeting. Ii had before
it the original text of the article (E/CH.6/591) and the text presented in the draft
Convention of Belgium (E/CN.6/591/Add.1). The Commiseion also had before it an
additional alternative paragrapii proposed for Article 17 (Z/CN.6/591).
29. France proposed a new version of article 17 wvhich was bagsed on the original

text and which re-d as follous:

"Aucune disposition de 1lr présente Convention ne peux portexr atteinte
eux dispositions de droit inteme au vigeur dens un pays si celles—-ci sont
plug favorables aux femmes™. .

30. The United Kingdom also presented 2 new version of article 17, which read as
follows:

"Nothing in this Convention mry ve regorded as affecting exisiing
legislation which provides for more extensive measures to eliminate
discrimination agcinst women than are provided for in the present Convention.”

31. Canada proposed an ornl amendment to the vewrsion of article 17 presented by
France, nomely to replace "un pays"'with "itat-Partie".

32. Article 17 as proposed by france and amended by Canada was adopted vithout a
vote by the Commismion at its 66lst meeting as paragraph 1 of article 17. The
Commiosion noted the need to review the paragraph from the point of view of
concordance of the different language versions.
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33. The additional alternative paragraph to article 17 (E/CN.6/591) was discussed at
the seame meeting rad the following amended text was adopted:

"Similarly, nothing in this Convention shall effect existing conventions
adopted under the auspices of the United .ations or its specialized agencies
and having as their object the regulation of various aspects of the status of

" women if they (si celles-ci in French) provide for more extensive rights for
women" .
34.  Article 17, adopted by the Commission read as follows:

"}, Aucune disposition de la présente Convention ne peux porter atteinte
aux &ispositions de droit intemme au vigeur dans un Etet~Partie si celles-ci
sont plus favorables aux femmes.

2. Similaily, nothing in this Convention shall affect existing
conventions adopted under the auspices of the United Nations or its specialized
agencies and having as their object the regulation of various aspects of the
status of women if they (si celles-ci in French) provide for more extensive
rights for women". ‘

Article 1€
35. At its 66lst meeting the Commission adopted an amendment to article 18 proposed
by Denmark vhich read as follows: ‘

"]1. The present Convention shall be open for signature by all States.

2. The present Convention is subject to ratification, instruments of
ratification shall he depcsited with the Secreta:y-cenére.l of the United Nations.

3. The present Convention shall Ye open to accession by any State.
Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrumznt of accession with
the Secretaxy—cener".l of the United Nations."

Article 19
36, At its 66lst meeting the Commission sdopted erticle 19 as presented in the
original text of the draft Convention (E/CN.6/991) which read as follows:

"1, A request for the revision of this Convention may be made at any
time U any Stete Perty by means of o notification in writing sddressed to
the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations. '

2., The General Assembly of the United Nations shall decide upon the
steps, if eny, to be taken in respect of such a request."”
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Article 20
37. Article 20 of the draft convention dealing with withdra als from the Convention
was discussed by tne Commission at the 66lst meeting. The vommission decided without
a vote to delete this article.
' icle 22
38, Article 22 was comsidered at the 665rd meeting. As the basis for ivs
consideration, the Commission tool the original text of article 22 contained in

E/CN.6/591. _
39. The United Kingdom suggested that the number of ratifications necessary to bring

the Convention into force should be at least 27, following the precedent of the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,
or 395, following the precedent of the International Covenants on Human Rights.
The United States of America suggested that the number of ratifications should cover
at least one third of the States-Members of the United lNations. Hungary end the USSR
on the other hand sugeested that this figure should be as low as .possible so as to
make the Convention enter into force at the earliest possible date. The majority of
representatives expressed preference for 20 ratifications.
40. Article 22 was adopted by the Commission without a vote and read as follows:
1. The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day
after the date of deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations
of the 20th instrument of ratification or accession.
2. Fo: each State ratifying t'is Convention or rcceding to it after
the deposit of the 2uth instrumcnt of ratification or accession, the present
Conventicn shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the date of the
deposit of its own ingtrument of ratification or accession."
Article 23
41. Article 23 was considered by the Commission at its 663rd meeting on the basis
of the original text of the draft Convention (E/CN.6/591).

42. Following the proposal of Hungary, the Cormission deleted paragraph (¢) and
adopted without a vote the text of this article thus amended. It read as follows:
"The Secretary-Ceneral of the United Wations shall inform States

of the following:
(a) Signatures, ratifications und nccessions under article ...

(v) The date of entxy into force of the present Convention under
article «.. ",
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. Article 24
43. Article 24 wa3z considered by the Commission at its 66%3rd meting. As 2

basis of its discussion, the Commission took ithe original text of that article
contained in E/CN.6/591. The Commissiou invited the Legal Counsel of the
United Nations for clarification cn a number of points. The Commission then
adopted article 24 vhich read as follows:

"This Convention, the Russien, Chinese, English, French and Spanish
texts of vhich are equally ~uthentic, shall be deposited in the archives
of the United Mations. Luly certified copies of this Cenvention shall be
transmitted to the Governments of the signatory and acceding States.

In witness whereof the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed

- this Convention." ‘ o



