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INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS RELATING TO THE
STATUS OF WOMEN

Draft Convention on the Elimination of All Forrs of
Diac nation inst Women

Hote the Secretariat

At the 659th meeting the Commission noted that it had completed consideration
of the substantive articles of the draft convention except for article h. There
remained for its consideration, in addition to article U, the final clauses
(articles 17-24) and the Preamdlc.

The Commission egreed further that some of the articles already adopted might
- require review from the point of view of style, and concordance of the differeat
language versions.

Text of articles adopted by the Commission at its twonty-sixth sessiocan from
13 September to 1 October 1976, reads as follows:
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GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

For the purpose of this Convention the term "discriminatiocn egainst women"
shall mean any distinction, exclusion or restriction wade op the basis of gex whish
has the 2ffect of or the purpose of impairing or nullifying the reccguition,
enjoyment or exercise by wonen on a basis cf equa...xty with mea 9f hurapg rights zud
fundemental freedoms in the nolitical, ebonomc, social, cultural or eny cther neld
of public lite.

Article 2

o e oo -

‘ States Parties condemnn discramination sgninst women end vidertake to pursue Ly
all eppropriate mean3 ané without dzlay a policy of eliminating dascrinminecion
against woulen and to this end:

{(a) Each State Party undertakés t6 embody the principle of the equality of
men and women in its national Constitution if not yet incorporated, and
to ensure through law or other approyrute means the practical realization
of this principle;

(b) Each State Party undertakes to adopt legislative and/or all other
appropriate measures accompanied by sanctions prohibiting all
uiscriminaticon against women and guaranteeing the realization of the
principle of equality of rights;

(e) Each State Party undertakes to establisu legal protectr‘n for equal
. rights of men and women; ,

(d) Each State Party undertakes to engage in no sct or practice of
- aiscrimination against women and to ensure that public authorities and
public institutions shall act in conformity with this obligation;

(e) Each State Porty shall endeavour to take all preveative measures to
eliminate discrimination against women by any person or organization;

(f) Eeach State Party shall take all appropriate measures, including
legislation, to modify or abolish existing laws, regulations, custams
and prectices which are discriminatory to women;

{¢) Each State Party endeavours to promote organizations and movements whose
purpose is to advance the status of women and eliminate discrimination

against them.
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Article

States Perties shall undertake in sll fields, in particular, political, socisl,
economic, cultural, all sppropriate measures, including legislative, to ensure the

full developwent and edvancement of women. for the purpcse ¢ guaranteeing them
the exercise and enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedcms on & basis of

equality with men.

%

Article 4

(the ciscussion of this article was postponed)

j. Article 5

1. States Perties shall take all sppropriate measures tc modify the social and
cultural patterns of conduct of men and women with & view to achieving the
elimination of prejudices and customary and all other practices which are based on
the idea of the inferiority, or the superiority of either of the sexes or on
stereotyped roles for men and women. :

2. Suitable family education should include a proper understanding of motherhood
as a social  function and the recognition of the common responsibility of both men
and women in the upbringing and development of their children.

Article 6

Each State Party agre=s to repeal all provisions of national penal codes vhich
constitute discrimination egainst women.

Article T
Each State Party agrees to take all appropriate beasures, including legislatiom,
to combat &ll forams of traffic in womepn and exploitation cf prostitution of women.
POLITICAL RIGHTS
Article 8
States Parties shall undertake all appropriate measures to ensure t0O women on
equal terms with men, without any discrimination, equal opportunities to participate
in the politicel and public life of the country, and in particular:

(a) To vote in all elections and be eligible fr- election to all pubdlicly
elected bodies;
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(v) To participate in the formulation of government policy and the
administration thereof and to hold public office and perform all the
public functions at the rational and local levels;

(c) To vote in all public referenda;

(d) To participate in non-governmental organizatioas end associations .
concerned with the public and political life of the courtry.

Article 9

1. States Parties shall grant spouses equal rights to ecquire change or retain
their nationality and shall require, in particuler, thet neither pmurriage of a
person to, nor dissolution of marriage from, en elien nor the change of nationality
by an alien person during marriege shall automatically change one's nationality,
render one stateless cr forse uron one the nationality of tae spouse.

2. The alien husband or wi’e of one of its naticnals may, at his or her request,
acquire the nationality of his or her spouse through specislly privileged
naturalization procedures; the granting of such nationality is subject to such ,
1imitations as msy be imposed in the interests of national security, pudblic policy
or certain penal or administrative provisions taken egainst the applicant.

3. The present Convention shall not be construed as affecting any legislation or
judiciel prectice by which the alien husband or wife Of one of its nationals may,
at his/her request, acquire his/her spouse's nationality as & matter of right.

k. States Parties agree to grant vomen equal rights vith men to transmit their
nationality to their children.

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS
Article 10

Pach States Party agrees to take ail appropriate measures to ensure women,
merried or umarried, equal rights vith men in the field of education, vhich
education shall be directed to the full development of the human persconality and
the sense of its dignity, and shall streagthen the respect f-v human rights and
fundsmental freedoms. In particuler, each State shall ensure:

(a) Equal conditions for career guidance, access to studies and achievement
of a diploms shall be ensured in educational estatlishments of all
categories in rural as well as in urban areas. This equality is to be
ensured in pre-schooling, general, technical, professional, higher,
including higher technical education, as well as in all types of
vocational training;
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(b) Equel access to the same curricula, the asme exsminations, teaching staff
#7ith qualifications of the same staudard. and school premises and
equipment of the same quality, vhether .he insticutions are co-educational
or not;

(c) ‘The speedy achievement of co-education which will &lso help to eliminate
any stereotyped concept of masculine and feminine roles at ali levels snd
in a1 forms of education; ‘

(d) Fquel cpportunities to henefit from scholarshipe and other study grants;

(e) Equal opportunity for access to prograrmes of continuing education,
" ineluding adult and functionel literecy programmes, particularly waimed
at reducing at the earliest possible time the knowledge gap existing
between men end women;

{f) Measures to reduce the school dropout rate emong girls and the provision
of programues for young girls who have left school too early; .

{g) Access to specific educational information to help in ensuring the health
and wvell-being of families, this to include information end advice on
family plemning.

Article 11

1. States Parties shall undertake to adopt all appropriate mea&sures to ensure
to women, married or unmarried, equal rights with men in the field of economic
and social life and, in particular:

(a) The right to vork as en inalienable right of all human beings;

(b) The right without discrimination on grounds of civil status or any other
grounds to receive vocational t.aining and retraining, to free choice of
profession and employment, to promotion and jJob security;

(c) The right to equal remuneration with men for work of equal value and to
the equality of treatment in respect of the evaluation of quality of work
of equal value, as defined in the Conventions of the International Lebour
Organisation on this subject;

(d) The right equally with men to social security, particularly in case of
retirement, unemployment, sickness, invalidity and old sge or other
incapacity to work, as well as the right to paid 1« ve;

(e) The right to family benefits on equal terms for men and women;

{f) To ensure equal employment opportunities for women and to prevent
discrimination in employment on the basis of sex.
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e | In order to prevent discrimination against women on eccount of marriage or

asasurers

(a)

(v)

e maternity and to ensure their effective right to vorik Ststes Parties shall underteke

Frohibiting - subject to the imposition of penalties - dismissal on
grounds of marriage, pregnency or neternity leave;

To progresiively introducs paid leave for pregnency and meternity,

without loss of the Job held and without loss of zocial allowances and .
venefits, the periods of leave being trested as equivalent to pericds of
work actually performed. Tae cost of this protection should be oorne by

sociel security systcms or other public funds or collective systems;

(e)

To encourage the provision of the necessary supportive social services,
including possitilities of child-care services and to grant women free
medical services during pregnancy, confinement and the post-natal period.

Articie 12

States Parties shall take all measures to eliminate discrimination against
wvomen in rural arees in order to guarantee them equality as participants and as
beneficiaries. of sgricultural and rural development and particularly the right to:

(a)

(v)

(c)

Participate fully in the formulation and implementation of development
planning from the local to the national levels;

Receive adequate medical and heéalth facilities, including femily plenning
advice and services; ns well as personal rights to social security on
equal footing with men; .

Obtain all types of training and education, formal and non-formal
including functional literacy as well as the benefit of all community and

-extension sexvices;

(a).
(e)

Participate equally in all community activities includ.ing co-operatives;

Obtain equal access to credit and loans; marketing facilities ;' appropriate

- .technologies and equal treatment in lund and egrarian reform as well as

land resettlement schemes.

Article 13

1. The States Parties shall encoursge measures to eneble parents to combine
fulfilment of family and parental obligations with activity in the labour force,
in professions end in public life and shail for that purpose promote the
estsblishment of child-care facilities as needed as a co-operative effort of
Government, business and industry and other institutions end organizations in the

private sector.
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2. That sppropriate measures be taken including legislstion to ensurs the heslth
and safety of all vorkers, male and female, in their conditions of employment.

3. Protective legislation applying to women should be reviewed in the light of
scientific and technological knowledge, and should be revised, repealed or extende
to all workers as necessary.

4, States Partiss shall adopt measures to extend special yrotection to womer for
types of work proved to be harmful for them frcm the stendpoint of their social
function of reproduction and such measures shall be reviewed and brought up to
date periodically in cases where such limitations are discriminatory, with regerd
to free choice of employment of women end in the iight of advances in scientific
and technological knov ledge.

CIVIL AND FAMILY RIGHTS
Article 1k -
1. The States Parties shall accord to vomen equality with men Lefore the lawv.

2. The States Parties shall accord to women a civil and legal capacity identical
to that of men, and the exercise of that capacity. They shall in particuler give
them equal rights to conclude coantracts and administer property and treat taem
equally in all stages of procedure in courts and tribunals.

3. The States Parties agree that all contracts and all other legal instruments
of any kind directed at restricting the legal caspacity of women shall be deemed
pull and void.

k. States Parties shall accord to men and women the same rights with regard to
the law on the movement of persons and the freedom to choose iheir residence and

domicile.

Article 15

1. The States Parties shall adopt all necessary measures to ensure the full
equality of women with men in all matters relating to marriage and femily relstioms,
including:

(a) The same right as men to enter into the marriage state;

(b) The same right as men to free choice of a spouse snd to enter into
marriage only with their free and full consent;

(c) Equal rights and responsibilities with men during werriage and at its
dissolution;
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(@)

(e)

(£)

(e)

(n)

Women, vhether married or not, heve equal rights and respomsibilities

. with men in metters relating to their children. In all ceses the

interests of children shall be paramount;

The equal rights of wen and women to decide freely and responsibly om
the number and specing of their children and to have mccess to the
information, education ani means tc enable them to exercise this right:

Reco@itian of equal rights ané respoasibilities to be guardiens and
trustees and also of an equel rircht to adopt children;

Recognition of the equal persone) rights of husband end wife including
the right to choose a femily name, & profession and an occupation;

Recognition 02 equal rights of both spouses in respect of the ownership,
scquisition, management, adninistration, enjoyment, disposition - vhetler
free of clarge or for e veluable consideretion - or inheritence of
property, vwhether it be property owned by one spouse or joint property.

2. The betrothal and the marriege of a child shall de prohibited and effective .
action, including legislation, shall be taken to specify & minimum age for marrisge
and to make the registration of marrieges in an official regisiry compulsory.

3. To eliminste discriminstion against single parents and to give effect to the
principle proclaimed in the Decleration of the Rights of the Child that all -
chidren shall be protected irrespective of the circumstances of their birth, thc
States Parties shall provide that all ch:udren shall enjoy eqm right- and cqual
legel end sociel pro.ection.



