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HATICHAL CXPERICMCES IN INPLEENTING UNITED MATIORS DECLARATIONS
O} THE RIGHTS OF DISABLED FERSOHS 1/
pustiglia

Even as recently a3 20 years ape, children vith some form of handicap - for
exanple, cantal refsrdacion - ere excluaed from the pormal education aystexm.
fducation for such penrie was picneered by perents and voluntary assceiations.

Subanutr*‘;, the Cozmornwealth developed sn iRterest in education, imcludinp
the rreating ©F fumds to the siates for the provision of speeial educaricn for

hamd.Ca pri peErsons.

in 1948, the Cormonvealth Government acoepted ihe principles of establishing
n compremensive rehabilitation service to nll members of the community. At Tirst
the service wos limited to hapdicapped pecple in reccipt of certnin soclel service
benefits and has - strong vocaticnal emphnpis. Since then, the scope of the
gervice and the re.ge of its clieatels has peen extended, In Yoveerber 1977 the
eliginility criteriam wvere videred comsiderably to 8llew rehabilitaction w be
provided fr=ec of chargs virtually to all disabled perscons im the broed workior

ape FTOUp.

There is o swronp tradition im Awstrelic of initimtives by community=besed
orgunizaticvus in the Field of rehsbilitmtion services, and a vide ranpge of
fagcilities ia provided by thes. ‘The Comsmonwenlth Covernment has reconnized the
contribution af the voluptary sector of the commuaity end has sought to establish
a sense of parznership by makins Tunds available Lo approved projects.

The Copmonwenlth hea supported sheltered workshors run by voluntary and
craritable bodies to the extent of 00 per cent of capitei require=ents and
0 per cent of many of the major recurrent costs. More recently developrd
faci ities funded on the seme LAS1S are ortivity therapy centres vhere the
rersonal and sociml development of the handicapped is procoted. Universities are
neslsting in establinhing apn evaluation and aceredftotiem schefe Tor all the
above fecilities Tunded by the Commonwealth, with o view to radsing the quelity af
ntsistance provided for hapdicapped people.

In 1981, the Australinn Bureau =7 Statistics will conduct a . tionwide eensus
af ell households. Heprosenistions bave beer sade 10 the Bureau to include
nuestior: vhieh will elieit inforzation about handicapped people.

Pensiens are paid by the Commomvenlth Departrent of Sacial Secwrity to
invalids betveen the ares of 16 and the nge of elipibility for retiresment
PERELONE.

Lf Two United tntions declorntionn denl specifically with the rights of
Jizabled persoms: these are contained in General Assembly resolution 2856 (XXV1)
ard General Asrecoly resolution 3BT {XxE).  Mocument ESCN.SS55T/Add.2 contains n
full account af the relevent United Hationz weclorations.

fonn
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Consideration is being given to verious alternative assesszent procedures which
will ezphesize rehebilitation potential,

These who have been disadvantaged as r result of their service in the ar=ed
forces of Australia ere provided for by the ‘ocmomvealth Departzent of Veterans'
Affairs.

In addition the Department runs artiricial Lizb and Applinnce Centres In each
stat¢ vhich cater for btoth the Departsent's beneficiaries and the general public
through the Governzeot's “"Free Linkzs" scheze.

The first laticoal Seminay opn Rehpbilitation Enginesring was held in Sydney
from 29 August to 1 September 1977. About 120 ipvited pertieipants attended the
Secinar. It was held because this subject wen considered to be 3 neslected aspect
of —chabilitation in Auatralin, with mlzest complete leck af ca-ardinated research
and development.

At the request of the Naticnal Advizery Council for the Handicapped mpd with
the agres=ent of the Coomonwealth Hinfaters fer Soeial Security and Adsinistrative
Services, a vorking party te exe=ine library services Tor the harndicapped has
been comversd by the Natiopal Library of Australia.

The working party has updertaks=n o gurvcy of aocme 500 argenizations to azmseas
the current stock of ppecinl meterisl for the blind and phyeiecally handicapped,
and has orgenized s nationnl :aneroltative seminer which browght together those
nssociated with the provisien of library services for the headicapped, ms well as
the handicapped themzelves.

At the reguest of the Minister for Sociml Security in Septesber 1976, o
special cozmittes of the Hatlopel Advisory Counc.)! for the Handicapped was
sppointed to exazine hov to "foster icproved links with comsunity and consuzer
groups in the Tield of the hendicapped”. GSubsecquently, the Council decidnd it
ghould try to develop a "model™ for consultation in the field of the blind and
wisually handicapped, which was recognized az having particular reqguirements for
pchieving consensus mmong the various parties concerned,

In considering which projects should be supported by the Cocomonwealth,
Cozmonvenlth Tecognies the value of projects which are concerned with improvine
acecnirility for the handicepped. Some of the works undertaken have iaproved
access for the handicapped - for exssple, pew interchanges in Erisbane bave
imncluded ro=ps to allov access by persons im wheelcheirs.

In the cese of travel by air, the Commonwealth has endeavoured to fapilitnte
travel by physicelly bondicapped people. During the design @f the new
Tullemarine Airport in Helboursne, approximotely 5200006 waes set aside For
provisions of facilitice For the handicapped.

Seze forps of astistance are provided by the Ceamonwealth in reletion to the
uze of motor vehigles W handiecapped persons.
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Within the federal peliticsl system in Austrélia, health services have been
pricarily the responaibility of the states but the Co——opvealth Covermment
provides funds to the states through the hospitel copt-shering agreementa. Under
the sgreements, the Cozcobvealth oecta 50 per ¢ent of the approved budgets for
each atate's public hospitol system, through vhich the sajority ol sedical
cehabilitation services in Australia are provided.

There are other epecisl prograzmes of assistance to the states and to
voluntary organizations for home cere services for the sged and the handicapped
and for delivered meals (memla-gn-wheels).

Ao additional service for the handicapped iz that the National Acoustic
Laboratorics of the Ccemonvealth Department of Health provide hearing aids and
audiologicnl services to persons in various Afigphility and underprivileged groups.

An jeportant Coocsorvenlth initistive in relation to the emplgyment of the
kapdicapped orose fros the findings of mn inguiry into the operaticn of the
Commorvenlth Employment Borvices {cES} provided by the Department of Employment

end Industrial Relations. The report was published in 1978.

The pev initiatives corplement existiog schepes through vhich opportunities
for employment are afforded to handicerped prople - for exasple, the Hational
Ezployment end Training Scheme and the Ceezoowenlth Youth Support Scheme.

Meo, setion will be token to follow-up the special Review's {publizbed in
1478) observation about hondicapped =igrants prperiencing problems of cocesa to
rehabilitation serviees, and that there should be greater use of othnic vorkers

in repabilitation centres.

Under the Children's Services Programse, prisrity is given to a nunber of
"special need" groups. One of these groups in £he handicapned. Families with
handfcapped children, handicapped parents and hendicapped children themnelves.
A hiph prfority is sccorded those projects which cater speeirically for this
group or those projects which can {ndicate an inclusion of the handicapped in

their client group.

It iz anticipated that the International Year for Disabled Persans will be
an oceasion fer increasing public avarences of the peeds of the handieapped; in
the mesntime, there will be oppartunity te earry forvard programnes and take new
initiatives in the werious fields of wnich attenticn has been drowvn in the

earlier sections of this document.

Hyelorussiun Soviet Socinlist Republic

The provizions adopted by the United Metiona in the Declaration on the
ftights of Dizabled Persons {1975} ond the Declaratien on the Rights of Mentally

Petarded Persons (1971} are fully covered by the legislation of the Byelorussian
SS5R governing the situntion of digabled persona and the State's practice of
providing disabled persons with every kind of assistance.
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Some of the rights precloimed end punrantesd by the Conatitution are of
particular importance to disabled persons; these are the right to healtlk care and
the right to caintenance in old mge, sickness and in the event of complete or
partinl disability or the less of the bresdwinner.

Sneinl securfty in respect of disabled persons includes the payment of
penzions and allewances, a Eetwork of speciel State institutions for dipabled
persons, the provision of prosthesza end orthopacdic assistance end the
satiafection of the other eeeds ond requests of disebled persons.

Guestions related to the socinl end oceipational rehnbilitation of disabled
persons and their peturn to participstion in productive and zocial life are
regarded in the Republic as matters of great concern to the State. The
rehebilitation of disabled perscns is tho responpaibility of State bedies
concerncd with beplth, social security and edugatien, as wvell as trade unicns,
voluntary socictics far the blind and the deaf and other public crRanizatione.

Of particular izportance to disabled perzsns is the cedieal care which
they, like other categories of éfitizens, receive free of charge. Disabled persons
have priority in respect of treatoent at sanateria and health reserts; a nusber
of categories of the zick end disabled rzceive such treatzent free of charge ar
at reduced cost. Disabled velerans of the Grent Patriotic Wor receive freoe
treatzent at sanatoris or health resorts vach where this is indicated by medical
findings. When necessary, dizabled persons receive prestheses, orthopaedic
devices, hearing afids, opecial peans of transport oand other devicen Tree of
charge or at redveed cost. For sope fllnsssee {tuberculosis, epilepsy,
schizophrenia, diabetes, cancer ete.), the necespary medicines are provided free

of charge-

Femilies bringing up o mentally or physically defective child receive the
necessary aspistance frem the State. For children and young peaple with mentnl
or physleal defects, there is a netvork of apecinlized nurseries and
kindcrgartens, apecinl peneral-edugation schools and boarding schoeols. For
children requiring prolonged treatment, there are general-education hospital
schools; such children alooc receive instructicn in hospitals, in sanatoris, anpd
at home. These specialized educational establishments provide disabled childre.
with instructicn, general eduention and' treatment and prepare them for
participation in secially useful work.

Information copeerning the rights of dissbled persons and the implementation
af these rights is disaesinated throughout the Byelorussian S5R by the maos
medin (press, radio, television), and by the printed publications of socicties
for digsbled persons. Sociel insurance organs, trade unicns, sccieties for
digabled persons and penaioners' councils also help with respect to informing
disabled persens and providing the necessary consultatiens.

Lebangn

The reply from Lebanon indicates thet the Government has made R specinl
effor: to jntroduce the appropriate peasures for implementation of the United
Hations Declarations concerning the rights of disabled persons.

foa,
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These DEAIUres, noong others, are adopted in the form of legislaticn in
favour of disabled persons.

Thua, Decree Ho. L2l of 1 September 1973 has established, within the
frasewvork of the Public Service for Secial Developoent, a Specinl Service in
charge of ¢ore for disabled persons. This Special SBervice is responaible for
easer resulting from physical or mentol dieabilities. Tts task is t5 mssist
in such a situstion in order to entble disabled persons to become independent
and to provide them with necessary training mnd employment opportunitics, or to
protect their existing coployocob.

The Specinl Service is also in charge of training of rehabilitation
personnel 8s well as of co-ordination of the agencien working in the rield of
care of disabled persona, ineluding co—operriion vith interested voluntary
orpanizations.

The Speeinl Service is cosposed of two units. Oae of these units is
copcerned with health aspectes of the problem, including preparation of the
studies on prevention of dispbilitiecs and medical rehabilitation of disabled
peraons. Another unit is concerned with proposala for coatractual agreesent
with ageocies and organizations interested in disabled persons as well as with
spintaining the Registry of such orgenizationa, with a particular purpose of
referral of disabled perions.

Lav No. 11/73 af 31 January 1957 has established the National Consultative
Organ for protection of disabled persons and also:

{a) apecifies that the provisions of the Law apply to any perscn who
has difficulties or limitations in teking or :aintaining ezployeent due to n
rhyeicel or mental handicep;

{b] specifies that the State, in co-operaticon with interested
nop-povernmental orpanizatione, carries the responsibility for medical, sccial
and profussional care of disabled persons.

A Bational Conmultative Organ, attached to the Ministry of Labour and
Socinl Affairs and composed of the representatives of different ministries in
charge of the care for dizabled persons which hesbeen catablished by
Law No. 11773, is charged, in particulmr, with the fellowing functions:

Consideration of draft lezal provisions in favour of disabled persons;
Studies, and measures eoncerning the problezs of training, employment in
private and public sector, protection with regard to conditions of work
of digabled persons;

Ce—ordination of work carrisd out by various spencies interested in
disabled peraons.

F
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Sri Lanks
The reply from Sri Loanks contnins the followvin: cooments and sugzestions:

A Prograzme for the disabled peroons should teke into copslideration the
socig=cultura® content in which it ic to be isplesented. In develeoping
countries the cultural heritege is such that the dismbled pergon is regorled
with sympathy and it i3 an accepted fact that the faally has w3 much &
responsibility am the State for the welfare of the disebled. Therelore,
progro=mes for the dinabled should take into gonsideration the role of the
family ms well ns that of the State for the rehabilitation of the disabled.

In helping disabled persons in thelr physicnl ord psychological adjuatzent
to society an interdigciplinary spproach should be ndopted whereby the
different departments and ogéncies ipvolved In the rehabilitation of the disabled
should eo—ordinate their activities to achieve thiz objective. The Departzsnt
of Health should be primarily concerned with the correction of dissbilitics and
the provision of nids and appliances, vhile the welfnsv aspects vhich help
psychological adjustzent should be handled by the wvelfare depariments in
collaborntion with the voluntpry egencics end familics of the dizabled persons.

In developing countries training of the disabtled should be the
respensibility of the Stote and this training should be job-oriented so that o
trained disabled perron will necessa-ily ind cmployment in some copacity.
Training vithout adequate Facilities for plecement should be dinccuraged os the
gbsence of employment alficr training will adversely nffect the troined persen
peychologicnlly., As Job opportunities arc scorce in the developing countries,
interputional agencies can help in this field by providing adequate facilities
for placement in the form of project-aid. Faor purposes of integratien in
spciety the disabled persons should pat be segregated froam the normnel cammunity
and as far ns pozaible they should be found esployment within the comsunity in
the midst of their relations and fricnds.

focinl research should be made part of the curriculus of developoent
studies in the upiversities and the training institutiops for social
pdministrators and social workers. One aspect of this research should be
speeinlly concerned with the disabled persons mnd the oeans that should be
adopted to cnable them to lead o life within the community as normal peTsons.

The caos communications media, namely, rodio, television and the preos,
should be used to educate the public that the disabled persons are entitled to
all the rights that normal citizens enjoy and that thiv should not be treated
as a eceparate cotegory. Through these Sourcer of information the public must
be educated by organizing various prograzses in whieh the dizabled should be
mpde to participate so as Lo imprees on the pcople that the disabled percons
ploo con develop certain skills apd thereby moke their contribution to the
economzic and socinl 2ife of the country.

In a developing country poverty and ipgnorance nre Lhe =ain reasons which
couse disabilities in persons. Blipdness is lorpely due to oalnutrition

foo.
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uhile Zeafness can be arrested to some extent if it is detected at an early
stage. Other physicel disabilities also result partly from poverty and
jgnorance. ‘Thercfore, 8% an effective measure to prevent disabilities dn
children n nutritional programme should be storted vith the assistance of Lhe
Unfited Hotions Children's Pund and a femnily health progra=me shouwld be started
with the help of the World Hemlth Organization to educate the parents in family
heelth nnd nutrition. While adopting these mempures to prevent disabilitics.
effective measures should be sdopted to rehabilitate the Jisebled by recognizing
their okills and providing them with egqual opportunities where a person’s
disability is mot a drawback. Laws discriminating sgeinst disabled persona
from mecking employment in the public and privete sector should be amended ao asn
to enable dicubled persons to cempete on an equal basis with the ebie-bodied in
obtnining employment.

Ukrainian Seviet Socialist Republic

The rights of citizens to weork, to rest and leisure, to material security
ard to free sedical care, togeiher with guarantees of those rights, are
r=bodied in the Constitution of ihe Ukrainian 5S5R. Ensuring the materiel
security of citizens.who mre upable to work, including dissbled persons and
pentally retarded persuna, and providing thes vith cosprehensive services is B
duty and function of the Stete.

The Ukrainian SSH bas an cxtenaive system of medicel care for disabled
and =entolly retarded persons. Sipee medical care is accessible to all and free
of charge, persons vho are ungble to work, and particularly dimabled and
mentally retarded persons, can obtein fres bospital and cutpatient care and,
sost important of ell, medicnl cere ut their hoemes as well Bs emergency medical
care. The visiting sistera of ibe Fed Cross and Aed Croscent Scciety provide
sodicel aspistance end home care to dissbled persons vho do not have families.
Thers are at prescot more then 1,000 visiting disters in the Ukrainien S5R. The
Reputlic alsc has several hundred "hesalth rooms” at house management offices
vhich are directed by publie health specislists and operate under the
supervision of the district health centres. The main task of the "health rooms"
is to organize home care for elderly dizabled end aick perzons, mamist them with
their demestie chores ete.

Aoong the social measures taken to bring about further izprovenents in the
position of dizabled persons, mursing hooes play s Eajor role. The Ukrainian
5SA has an extensive network of such homes for dissbled persons without
families requiring constant care, aged persons, physically handicapped and
mentally retarded c¢hildren, and mentally ill persons. At the present time, there
are 269 pursing homes of varicus types with accossodations for more than

53,000 persono.

Great concern is shown for disebled children inm the Uhraine. One of the
mogt important tosks in providing for severely disabled children is that of
cnsuring the proper functional differentiation and steffing of children’s
homes. Seientific advences, particularly in studying the problems of the
handicepped, have given rise to new techniques for the care of vardous

Il‘f!‘
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categsries of children with developmentsl abmormalitiea, In order to improve
the organitation of educational work with children suffering from severe mental
retardation, the public health institutions of the Ukraipian 5SH have carricd
out a functiohnl enelyzis of children's homes in the 1ight of the patients’
condition, the extent of their mentel deficiency, their ability to be trained
for wvork and the possibility of adapting them to play s rolc in society. Im
pddition to providing the rudiments of & general education, the prograzses for
the lsbour cducation and upbringing of institutionalized disabled children give
& great deal of attention to preparing the children to perforz simple work '
processes, teaching them to conduct thezselves properly in dadly life and in
piblic ete.

The cxtre=ely izportest sccisl probles of placing dissbled persons in
exployzent is also being solved successfully in the Ukradine. The process of
dealing with the probles of the sociel and vork rehabilitation of disabled
persons proceeds all the way from artels and dissbled perscn's orgenizations to
gtate industriml enterprises, vhich are responaible for the labour placement
of such persons. In a mmber of Ukrainien industrial ssctors, specialized
enterpriscs have besn oet Up to make use of the labour of disebled peracns.

Union of Soviet Socialist Aepublica

In the Soviet Union, diaabled persons enjoy all the riphts set out in the
Decleration on the Rights of Disabled Personn mnd the Declaration on the Rights
of Mentally Retarded Fereona.

The Constitution of the USSR and the legisletion based on it do not in any
way restrict the righta of persons whio have lost their wvorking capaeity by
copparison with the rights enjoyed by their able-bodied fellov citizens.

Under the Conatitution, citizens of the USSR have, aoong others, the right
to caintenance in old age: in sickness, and in the ecvent of ¢omplete or partial
disability or loss of the breadwinner; this right is guaranteed by social
insurance of mamusl and non-canual vorkers mnd collective farmers; by
allowances for tezporary disability; by the jrovisicn by the State or by
collective Terms of retiresent pensions, disability pensiona, and pensicns for

lass of the bresduinner; by providing esployment for the partislly disabled;
by care for the elderly and the disabled; snd by other forzms of sceial

security.

The ilegel capacity of an individual may be restricted only in cases and in
sccordance with procedures mspecified by law.

Citizens who, because of mental illness or feeble-zindedpeas, ere unable
to understend the significance of their metions or to contrel them moy be
declared legally incapable by a court in accordance with eatablished procedures.

When & court, oo the basis of o paychiatric opinion, renders a decision
deelaring o citizen to be legally incopable by resson of mentel illness of
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Feeble-zindedness, this forms the basis for the appaintsent by a curntorship or
puardiensbip suthority of & curator in the case of a person having restricted
legal cepacity and of & guardien in the case of & person who is legally
incapable, The gunrdian performs tranzactions on beheldf of a mentmlly f11 or
feeble-minded person who has been declared legally incepable.

A person vho makes use of guardianship suthority for purposes of gain or
Who leaves his ward without supervision and necessary assistance is committing
6 punizhable act.

¥here o persos vho has been declaresd legally incapable recovers his health
or shows marked Iieprovement, the court restores his legel capacity. His
puardianship gtatus I3 terminated onm the basis of the court's desisicn.

In the USSR, rehabilitation acrvices are an integral part of the State
system of public health, socinl security end cducation. A major contribution
to the rehabilitation of sick and disabled persons is =ade by State cnierprizes
and institutions a3 well es"public organizations such as trade unions and
volungtary orgabizations of the blind and deaf.

Where nocessary, citizens are provided with prosethetic, orthopaedic and
corrective devices, with hearing aids, with equipment for therapeutic exercicen
and with special means of tramaport.

Fehebilitating disabled perzons in society and eoployeent and enabling
them to return to full-fledgrd socially useful activity is an ioportant State
tosk which fn entrusted to vardous crpganfzations ppd GCovernment departments.

A majer role in the rehoabilitation of dissbled peraons is olso played by the
medical lebour boards.

The findings of the medical lsbour boards regarding the :ﬂ:ﬂitimimd type
of work permiszible for disabled persons are binding on the administration of
enterprises, institu*ions and ormanizations.

Voeational training for disabled persons is provided at State enterprises,
gt ipstitutions, at gereral-education achools, nt {pfustrinl training
enterprises of voluntary organizations for the blind and deaf, and at vocational
nnd technical colleges and secondary schools with boarding facilities, which

have been specially set wp for disebled persaas.

Severely disabled persons require epecial working conditionms. In order to
cnsure employment for them, a network of specialized enterprizes and shops han

been eveatsd and {8 beipg constantly expanded. Diseblel persons working at
these enterprizes and shops receive preferentinl treatment [n shorter working

day, longer vecatioms, cte.).

The lav requires that 2 per cent of all jobs skould be reserved for
dizabled persons, and the sdainictrations of enterprises, organizations and
institutions may not refuse to hire such persons.

.r-il.-i-
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The State shovs particuler concern for disabled children. Am zcon as a
child wvith a sental or physical defect is born end throughout his or her entire
1ife, the Stote provides the Tamily with the necessary assiatnnce.

Like =1l Soviet citizens, disabled persons are entitled to qualified legal
asgistance; this also applics where they are defendants in eriminal cases. In
cases involving deaf, dumb and bHlind persons or other persons vha are prevented
by phyeical or mental handicaps from exercising thelr right to defend themaclves..
a legal counsel must take part in the judiciml procecdines even if the defendant
declines counmel; in these cases, the legal counsel is permitted to enter the
cesn at o much earlier stege than in ordinary casea.

Dizabled persons and thelr families ere informed of their rights both
through the ordinary mass sedia (press, radic and television) and through
periodicals published by organizationa mod the journal Sceisl Security.
lecessary advisory services are provided by the socinl security authorities,
trade-union organizations and the pensicners” boards attached to enterprizes
and organizations.

Tupgoalavin

In Yugoslavia, the social protection of vyarious categories of diaabled
persons vas organized slready during the Hational Liberation War and Revolution
end bas been constantly ioproved since then.

The situation of thess peoplen do clearly defineds I% i3 bmsed on the
princlples and positions emtodied in pumerous legal and politieal documents,
priz=arily in constitutional acts and in the Programme of the League of
Communigts. This care of the society has not a smmaritanian character or
character of charity, but constitutes m coral and conatitutionml obligation of
the socislist self-managesment =ociety to create conditiona for the
rehabilitation and cors of disabled persons in order to integrate thes into the
living and working enviromment and to meke thez feel that thel are useful and
equal members of the social community.

The Coastitution of the Socialist Federml Republie of Yugoslavia and a
mumber of lavs guarantee the right of citizens with paychophyaical defects to
specinl sociel care. Sccinl Tactors are under obligaticn to create corditions
for the training and appropriate e=ploynent of citizens vho are partislly able
to work, This duty iz also linked substantively with the right to work, vhich
is guaranteed to all dissbled persons.

An important role in initimting the solution and actusl sclving of
problems in this field ip played by numercus organizations of the disabled and
soclo-hmaniterian organizations &s well as profeanional asancistions engeged in
this field. By voluntarr work they have cooplemented and, at the saze tims=,
inftinted the vork of spp-opriate sccial and self-zanagement bodies,
contributing towards informing the public of the problezs of disabled persons
end the development of poclialist humaniem.
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In the course of the ieplesentation of the sbove-zenticoed social policies,
ww-mﬂﬂ;m”.hmlumh&ﬂ:ndiﬂiﬁumm taken for the
constant fmprovement of the situation and c¢ere of disabled persona and,
consequently, for a more effective implementation of the aferesentioped
deelerations of the United Hatlons.

This has =ade it possible to achieve significant results in dmplementing
the rehabilitation eod protection of disabled permona, particularly with regard
to carly detection aod dimgnostics, meodical, educaticnal, professional and
socinl rehabilitaticn of children, of the youth and adults vith paychophysical
defecta.

A qualitatively pew and modern system of rehabilitation end protestion has
been built and established within the frazevork of integral sociel policy.
Founded oo o scientific and conatitutional besis, this aystem has st its
disposel, at. presest, an important pctwerk of institutions, services, social
and scientific perscnnel, legal regulations and an important material basis.
Schools for treining persoonel for work with disabled persons heawe been opened.
These highly traiped cadres, working with great enthusiess, epply In practice
all the modern achievements of sclence in this field. Three hundred and fifty
rehabilitation institutions mre engeged in the rehabilitation of

paychophysically bandicapped perscns.

Over 5,000 defectologista, 6,000 specinlized vorkers and a large m=ber of
experts of otber profiles (phyaiciens, psychologists, jurists etc.) are
ectively fmrolved in work in this field.

A network of ipstitutions for providing elementary education to almoat all
catepories of dimabled pergons has besr established in o relatively short space
of ti‘ﬂt+

Even more satisfactory results are being achieved with regard to the
enployment of disabled perscns on the basis of complex professional, legal,
social and econcmic measures. In the case of equal professicnal skill, a
dizabled person may be sccorded priority in obtainirg a job that iz convenlent
to hi=. N

Medizal, eduratiopal, professional and social rebabilitation, ipeluding
e=ployment under normal or protected copditicos are ensured on the basizs of
exinting legislation.

Wituin this framevork, end in mccordance with the above-mentioned
normative scts, disabled persons emjoy varicus rights and benefits. This
includes, for instance, the right to socisl protection, medical treatment,
prosthetic and orthetic appliances, professional orientation end trmining,
ezployment and, in the cane of children or youth, speclal schooling; the right
to receive various cash benefita {pensions, disablement nllowances, child
allovances, allovances for the care of third person) as well as various mervices
{placement in appropriate institutions, help in the household, solving of
aousing probléms ete.). This system of rights and benefits is being constantly
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improved. The baade intention is to create conditions propitious . for tradning
whepever thia is possiblae,

8 of seasurts and actions in the field of protection and
rehabilitation cf disabled persona aimed at eosuring the succeasful integration
of such persons into the porzel living and vorking envirorment have been
adopted in the republics and provinces duripg the past years.

g:lf-mqutnt communities of interest, socio=-political end social
organizaticns and, in particular, the disebled persons mod professicnal
organizations, have participated in the elaboration of these progra=mes.



