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INTRODUCTION

1. At fes thireiech ssssion In 1975, the Ceneral Amsembly,. in resolution

3447 [XiX), recalling the principles of the Universal Jeclaration of Human

Riyhts, 1/ the International Covenant on Human Rights, 2/ the Declaration of the
Rights of the Child 3/ and the Declaration on the Rights ol Mentally Retarded
Fersons, 4/ as well as the standards alresdy set for soclal peogress in the
constitutions, conveutlons, recomsendations and cesolutliona of the Econoalc and
Soclal Council, the Internatlonal Labour Orgenlsatlon, the Unlted Hatlons
rrucstional, Scisntlfic and Cultural Crganization, the World Health Organlzation,
the United Hatlones Children*s Fund and other organlzations concerned, and
emphasizing that the Declaration on Soclsl Progress and Development 5/ had already
proclalmed tha necesnity of protectlng the rights and assurlng the welfars and
rahabll iksatlon of the physically and sentally disadvantsged, proclaimed the
Declsration on the Righta of Disabled Peraons. At lts thicty=firet aessicn, the
Grreral Agsssbly adopted resclution 31/82 on the lmplementation of the Declaration,
recommending that all Member Stater take accvount of the rights ond principlea laid
down in it in establishing their policles, plana and programmes and that all
integnationsl crganlzations and agencles concerned Include in thelr prograsmes
provislens ensuring the effective implesentation of those rights and principles.
In the zame resclution, the Assembly almo requested the Secretary-GCeneral ~“to
inform the Genctal Asgemnly, in the [orm of a summary armexed to his reports on the
world social situstion, of the ssasures ed0opted by Membsr States and by the
international orjanizations and Mjencles concerned with a view to ensuring the
effective isplementation of the rights aspd principles 1ald down in the Decliration
and of the present resclution™. The present annex has been propaced in responpe Eo
that requeek.

. The lnformablon contolmed In this annex was chtalned from Cavecnments. the
specialized agencles of the United Makions, and non-governmental organlirations
concerned with the disabled and mentally catarded, in responae to an ingquliry sent
out in July 1977 with a follov=up note verbale circulated sarly iIn 1378, To sooe
extent other documentation made avallable to the Secretarist wam also used. By

Il May 1978, 18 Governments, the Internatlional Labour Qrganisstlon, the World
Health Orgenization sand six fnternsationsl non-governmental organizations had

provided information on seasurss they hed taken (o the Ieplementation of the
Declarstions on the Rights of Disabl=2 Peracna and on the Righea of Mentally
Retarded Persons.

1/ GCeneral hraembly resolution 217 A (1I1}).
2f General haseably cesolution 2200 A& [XXI), anne=,
3/ General Apsembly resolution 1386 (X1V).
Lr Gereral Asmeably resolution 2856 [(XXWI).
5 Goneral Aaseably resolutlon J342 [XXIV).

.
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d. Accocding to thy Declaration on the Alghts al' Olaabled Percons, such pepacas
ehall exjoy kha following rightas

(&) The inkecent right to cespect Far their human dignitys the vame
fundamcnt el rightd as thalc Fellow citizens of tha mamc age) Elrat and foremcat.
the right &t~ enjoy & decent life, a5 norcal and fvll as poasible;

[b] The sama civil and political clghts as other human beinge, (For cectaln
resecvatlons with rejard to mentally dlsabled persons, sse Dars. & below):

f{c! The right to education, bo medlcal, functioral end péychological
tredbeent and b aedical; social and vocatlonal rehabilitation and other psasuras
dosigned to enable them to becoms az welf-reliant as posaible and o develop thelr
capahllicien and akille *o the saxlmum, thua hastening the procesn of thelr soclal
integrakion ov reintegrationy

{df ‘The right to economic and socclal securlty and > & decent level of
living) and, ascording to thelir capabllicles, the right to Beture and retaln
eEplonment 01 0 engage in a quul productive and remunerstive occupation and to
joln trads uniloneg:

{e] The right to have thelr spscial needs taken Inbtd cofisideratlon akt all
stages of econcale and soclal plannings

{£] The riqht to llve with their fomilies or with Poater parents and to
participate In all soolal, erentive of recreational activitlesa. 1f the stay of a
disabled person in a speciallzed esbablishment ls indispenoable, the envircnment
and 1llving conditlons therein ahall be as close am posaible to those of the normal
1life of a person of hie or her mge.

4. In addition, the Declaration provides that diwabled perscas shall be protscied
#gainst all sxploitation, regulatlons and ticabtment of & dlscrialnatory, abusive o
degrading nature and that digabled persons shall be able ko avall themselves of
guallfled legal ald when such ald proves indlspensable for the protection of thelr
peraont and propecky. (If judlelsl proceedings ace insclkuted againat them, the
legal procedurs spplled shall take their physical and mental condition fully into
account. Filaally, the Doclaration suggestn khat organizations of disstled pecaons
may be usefully consulted in all mateecn regarding these cf"hts, and ptates that
diosbled persons,; thele famills - 20d commsunlbles ohall be fully la‘ormed, by all
appropr late means, of the righta contained in the Deslaretlom,

S The tlights proclalesd in the Declaratlon = the Rights of Meatally Retarded
Peroons [General Assemhly cesoluslon 2osd [XXVL)) are largely covered Ly ther
Declaration on the Rights of Dlossbiad Pecsone. The Former, howevar, lLicludaa the
followlng additlonal rlghtsq

fﬂ.l-l.
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{n} The right to & qualifisd guardlan when this i3 requlred to protact the
person's pecsonal well-balng and intersats;

{b) Tra right to protection frem exploitation, abuze and degradlng Ersatment.

6. Furthersore, the [oresr Declaration provides that whenever mentally retarded
perecnd ace unable,; beceuse ©f the severity of their handicap, to exerclse all
thelr rights in a sesningful way or it should become necessacy b ceatrict or deny
some or all of these rights; the procedurs used for that restrictlionm or denizl of
cights sust contaln proper legal safeguards sgainst every form of abuse. Tnls
procedure must be based on a0 svalustion of the cocial capability of the wentally
fetacded peraon by quallified axperts and must be subject to pericdle review end to
the right of appeal to higher autherltles. By the Declaration on the Rights of
Dlsabled Permons, this provislon wis extended to apply to mentally disabled 2a well
as menkally reotarded persons.

7. In proclalelng the Declarstlen on the Righte of Dlsabled Pecaons, the General
Ammeably called for "natlonal and Internationsl sction o ensures that 1t will be
used az A comuon basie snd frame of reference for the protection® of the righta set
forth In i{t. Tha Asseably also expressed its avarsness of the Ffact that certaln
countrles, at chelr prwdent stage of developsent, can devotie only llmited efforts
to the isplesentation of the proclaised rights.

I. DECLARATION CH THE RIGHTS OF DISABLED PERSOHS

Heasores ta¥en by Governments

8. information recelved from Governments refers, in gereral, to secvices provided
to disabled perzons and to laws and requlatlons affecting thex, either enacted
pricr to the adoption of the Declaration ca the Rights of Dlsabled Fecsons or, In
cases where such measures had aleeady been declded vpon, improved or amended after
its sdoption. Momt of the leglslative measures menticned = gven constltukions wers
talerred to in scme coses - werin snacted during the past few decades and concerned
themselves with different kinds nf rehabllitakion services which ehould be providesd
o disabled pecrsons and the condltions under which they ahould be provided, 1If
fully isplemented, they would ensure the enjoyment by dissbled pecsonz of at least
soma of the rights procleised in the Declsration, includlng the provislon of
sducation, rehabliication services and other, simllar, messures deslgned to enable
dlesbled persons to beccss a8 self-rolimnt as posaible, hasten the process of their
Integration and provide them wlth sconcale and social security, esployment or pome
other form of productive and remunerative cccupation.

%. In this connexlon it may be noted that the United Warions recently publiashed
two studies on leglislation alfectlng disabled parsons, namely, "Comparatlve s:udy
on legislatlon, organlzstlon and sdministration of rehabilitation services ol che

dissbled™ [ST/ECA/28] and Recent Trends in Legislation Concerning Achabilitation

Hawn
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Services for Dimabled Persons in Selected Countries, 1/ issved in August 1976 and
Movember 15978, respactively. It im consldered unnecessary, therefocre, to describe
those leglalacive provisions In detall in the present report. Ralsted informaklon
on secvices avallable in dlEfecent countelen for cectain groups of disabled persans
cs well as on the hinds of problems disabled persons are facing in thelr afforts to
integrate or reintegrate themselves Into community L1ife is contalned in several
other recent United Hatlons publicationm; they are listed In khe appendiz to the
present report.

10. Several Covernments polnted ocut that the constitutions of thelr countries
ensured the rights of all their peoples, including the disabled, o, smong other
thinga, sducation, health protection, esployment and = in cases of & Jdimabllity
that may prerent gainful esploysent - o proper malntenance by mesns of penaions or
other services. Such asssrtlons were cbviously meank wo indicate that the
ceapeckive rlghte as proclalmed ln the Declaracion were belng isplesanted.

11, In Celgium, nomerous lave and regulations affecking disablsd persons, snacted
aince 1918, Besk to enmure to bheam the right to husan digaity, ¥ltal aslnisus
necessltien, sdapted cocomsodation and an sdepted environesnt, mssdical toeabtmsnt,
both phyalcal and mental,; vocational rehabilitation and sdepied work on other
galnful sctlvity, and partlelpation In clvil and social sctivities. In Chile,
sgdical and social rehabilication prograsmes, Instituted In accordance with legal
provislons enacted alnce 1952, ¢nsure the applicaclon and contlnulng follow-up of
the clghts of dissbled peroons as well aa thelr lntegration into communlity 1{fe.

- In El Salvador, by victus of lavs and regulations enacted slnoce 1904, the clghts of
disabled persons afe protected and thelr welfare and Integiation Laks normal Llife
enaured. Alpo, thelr humsn dignity and thelr right to a decent 1ife, ad narmal and
full as poeslible, ere respected, and the enjoymen: and exzrclas of the sther rights

enumsrated in the Declaration are not denled to anyone.

1}, plsabled persona in Finland enjoy the same fundasental clvil and political
clghts as thelr fellow cltizena. Previously, disabled persons were ofben gxgoptsd
Eren compulsaey sducation. Sinee the Mantal Subnormality Act enteped inbe force on
1 Jaruary 1978, even mankally cetacded persons havs haed a subjective right to
elucacion. The posalbllitles for dlieabled pereons to particlipate in elsctions have
been facllitated by the provision of special voting facilitles Ln dlfferent
Institutions. Special asaistents helping disabled persons to vote have also been
provided. EState funde are provided for bhe purpose of employing assistants to help
severely disabled persons In thelr dally activities at school. Houslng and
trancportation ssrvices, cosbined with homs help, where necessary, ars provided for
the purpose of making it sasier for severely dissbled personsd to llve at home and
to gttend classes or tesalning or be e=ployed., Culdalines for environsental
Planning have bean forsulated whilch btake into account the needs of dlsabled
perscns. In additlon, service apartsent houses, where the apeclal needs caused by
& severe disablliity have besn baken fnto corslderation. have bean bullk foe

1/ tUnited Matlions publlcatlon, Sales Ho, E.T8.1IV.1.

- !'l-l
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savarely disabled persons. Thelr number, however, is not yet sufflcient. Theas
sarvices and other benefits are provided by virtus of a number of different lava
spacifylng the condltlons under which services and banefits are awvarded. In
qeneral, disabled pecrsons have & right to hospital treatment, rehabilitation, aids
and applisnces and sducation as well as other, related, treatment methads, There
is, in general, no dlscrimination sgainst dipabled peruona, nor are there any
requlations of a discrininatory nature. Mo special legal ald ie provided for the
dimabled, but the general public legal afd is at thelr dispoasl, There are no
Interpreter oervices for deaf persons and those with defective hearing. even though
these are conaldered necessary. Otganizations of disabled persons are active and
they afe consulted when matters concerning dizabled persons arise. Publiciey Ls
provided Jor them by mesiw of the mass comsunications medls, the organizations of
dlsabled and the competant suthoritiea.

1). The Government of the German Democcatic Republic acts, In implementing its
general soclal policy, In conformity with the provielons of the Declaration, and
the country's conatitutlon em well sz numerous laws and regulations guarantee to
Glzabled persons, &8 & matter of principle, the same rights that other citizens
enjoy. Among these are the rlght to social securlty, to work, to education, to
lelsuze tims and recreation as well as to the protection of heslth and the capacity
for work. FReference is made, in particular to a recent declslon of the Council of
Minlsters and th. most recent revision of the lLabour Code of 16 June 1977, botn of
which are dealgned to better ensure, among other things, the rights of disabled
perocne. The Government also referred to Its intention of making use of the
Preparatory work on the Intecnatlonal Yoar for Dizabled Persons to promote the
eucharge of exparience and results gained am well as mathods used in efforts to
Integrate dissbled perscns into communicy life.

14. 1In the Federal Republic of Cermany, dipabled perzons enfjoy the same rights as
the ron-dissbled do, The specific rights enumerated in the Declacation are
guaranteerd to them through the programsss of actlon for rehabilieatlion adopied by
the Government in 1970 and in the subsequent carresponding leglnlation, in
particular, the Disabled Persons Act of 1974. According to that Aet, severely
dlasbled persone, as It deflnos them, have the right to be s=ployed and to have
their worklng places adapted. whers necessary, arcording to the requirenent of
their disabilitien; the right to upgrading and cetrainingy the right to &n extended
annual vacation, and speclal protection sgainst being asblteaclly laid cff, smang
cther measures. The isplesentation of theed provizions 1 supervised by the
governsgntal sgencies concerned. Dispabled persons may also sesk the help af
speclal shop-stewsrds for the severely dissbled, elected in sach working place with
At least 50 workers of swployess, to cepresent them. The disabled who, despite
these snd other =wasures, &re nok able, phyalcally or mentally, to undectaxs
fegular esploymant, have the possibilicy of being eemployed In one of Rumercus
sheltered workshopa that have been gatablished throughout the country. hAodielonal
oned will be set up In the near futurs,

15. The Governmant of Indis has pointed sut that disabled pecsons with phyaleal
and mental Impalrments constitute the weskast sequant of the populatisa and that

i"r-r



EACH. 5550 /0. 2
English

hnnex 11

Page B

sustained effocts are cequired If thelr tralning, s=ducation and fehabliication ba
ansured. The exper lence in Indla has shown that with proper sducation and eraining
& majority of the country's dizabled persona can be enabled to llve a3 pelf=rellsnt
cltlzens and make contributions of thelr own towards the enclchment of life in the
community.

16: According to the Government of Irag, the Declaration in compatible with ite
approach to the provision of care and rehabilitation asrvices for disabled pecsons,
lngluding the use of current medical and pclentific knowledge ln producing
appropriste technical alds and appliances and of forelgn expertise in the
development of wocational rehebilieation services) the expanelon of teaching and
training facllities in medical crehabllicatlon) studies o tha roqulcements of
digabled persons for housing and special equlpsent, and encouraglng esplovers to
e=ploy more dlzabled personns.

17. The Government Of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriva iz strongly committed to
fulfilling the needs of the diasbled [or protection, care and guidance, to
providing them with educational and profesnional opportunltles and ko
vehabilitating thes and integrating them into soclety with the oblective of
enabling them bo becoms producktive and constructive sloments of soclety and well
adjusted pEychologically. To this wnd, & rohabilikatlon cepaptment was established
In 1%73 in the Hinlakbry of Health with responaibility for supscvising
cehabilicatlon services o' * apitals and cenkrea for the cace of the dizablasd as
well ap devising prograesss i Ehelr sedical and vocational rehabllitakblon. The
department was also made iw3ponslble for the svpervislon of the polio sanatoriums
for children and for wotk in the fleld of rehabllitating the deaf and the dumds.
Within the coatext of the isplesentation of the programmes, Dlans and internsl
policies of th= Hinlstry of Health, a grest deal of attention ls being pald to
fehablilitaklr services o5 part of the 1976-1580 Five—year plan. In additlon, the
Secretacy of Soclal Affalrs and Social Welfare has plana to underbtake soclal
studies and research projects, including & census of the disabled, and to gupervise
the extenzion of Linanclal and morsl ssslistance to non-proflt organlzatisns working
for the dlaabled.

8. Physically disabled persons In the Hetherlands enjoy the same clvil rights as
other clitizens. They are entitled o a vast range of cehabllitation services for
which opportunities have been extended through recent legislative amendsents,
Increasing emphasis Ll glven to arrangemsnts for independent living cather then
institutional care, Ll.e., the sdaptation of housecs, the provision of necessary
asrvices through coemunlty health and social welfare agencien and isprovemsnt cf
the accessibility of public bulldings and facilities. The orgenizatlons
reprasenting disabled persons are actively promoting thelr rights and a Councll for
the Disabled ham been s#atabllished ke co-ordinate the work of differant
organlizatlons. The Declaration héa been given wide publicity In the publicatlions
af thoaes organizatliona.

1%. The Government of New icaland pointed out thot,; wvhen the Declaration was

proclaimed, legjiglatlen which provided for the implemgntatlion of bhe proclaimed
rights alzeady exinted. The provisions of the Disabled Personns Community Welfare

Fean



E/CH. 5/ 55T /084.2
English

Annex T

Page 9

Act of 1975 aze pacticularly algnificsnt In this respect. The Act reinforces the
princlpls that the proper place for dlsabled persons ls {n theo cossunjity and that
they hava tha right to live ln an environment which dors not dlsceiminate agalnst
them. Among the ot recent massures In faveur of handlcapped children 18 the
approval glven by the Covernmsent In July 1577 for relocation allowances ko be pald
to parents of handlcapped children who are required to move in order to obtaln
epeclal edocation for thelr children pot avallable within & reasonable distance of
thelr home. The schemt is denigned ta epable handlcapped childoen, during
tchooling, to live at hosa cather than st hostels or [oster heoas,

0. The Conatitutlon of Pakistan contalna a apeclfic provislon for making
svgilable the basic necesaitles of life to persons unable to earn thedc living.
WelFare and cehabliltasion services avallable to disabled perscons include curakive,
Bedical, sducational and vocatlonal training services. These are provided by both
publle and prilvate inatitutions snd seek ko iBpreve the functional and
paychologlical capacities of dipabled persons and thelr integration or reintegretion
ints faaily, commnlty and occopatlon. Special services are avallable [or the
blind, deaf, mentally retarded, those suffering from leprosy and, through a special
foundation, for dlsebled gx-servicemen,

21l. In Poland thers exists a oyatenm of comprehenmiva rehabilitation secvicea |
provided by the Stake for the bepeflt of dlssabled peracna. Theas are complemanted
by those offeced by the Unlen of Invallds' Co-opecatives which epeclfically sesk ko
eaploy sevecely disabled persons and provide thesm, Ln additlon, wikth special

medical care they may require, medical and vocational rerabilitation and
leisure=-tine ackivitien,

IZ, A syotem of comprchenElve refnabllitation services existed Fn Sweden even
before the Declaration was proclalmed, and through it, disabled persons enjoyed the
proclained pights. The most recent developments concerning those services seok, In
particulag, to ieprove the possibllities for evan peverely dlsabled persons, to
enjoy thelr slghts more fully &8 well ps partlcipate In all aspects of comaunity
life. With regard to education, for Lnatance, the efforts to Integrate handicapped
chlldren with the non=handlcapped in kindergarkens as well as nursery, primacy and
secondacy schools are being Llntensifled. One upper secondary school was recently
speclally adapted to accommodate students with severe physlcal handicapa. The
attendance at colleges and univerditles of severely disabled students Iz belng
promoted through such seagures &8 the rendering of textbooks Into Prallle or tape
recordingas and the provislon of feading services, transportation and other personal
azsistance. Esploysent opportunitiss have bean Incressed through such =oosures a5
the establichment of adjustsent tesms In placen of work, with the goal of helplng
older and dlsabled workers keep thelr jobs, subsldlzed palazies and wages [or
severely dipabled persons, asslotance in the adaptation of work places by means of
the necessary structural changes and installation of technaical aids snd support fos
work pecformed at hose. In general, dizabled persons are entlitled to obtaln, free
of charge, different kXinds of technical aids which isprove thelr abillty to caccy
cut; unalded; their necessacy dally activitles at heme, school or place of work,
Research on new, innovative snd Improved technical aids continues. These sffortcw
greatly Improve the posslbility [or the disabled to lead decent llves, &n objectlve
which is further promoted through payments for adjustments cequlired In the
dwellings of diaabled peraocns, &.9.: eliminating threaholds, broadening doora,
reconsbrucking kitchens and bathrooms snd lnrtalling LLEts.

Foua
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21. For those dimsbled persons who, because of theic disabllitles and the design
cf thy maans of public tranaport, cannot use public transport facilities, local
authorities throughout the country are attespting to provide speclal individual or
group transpork; at the sass cost. Recently, & 10-yes! pPlan was set up to creste a
barriser-free publlc tranaport systes. By law, dwellinge and those parts of all
buildings used by the general public or &8 working plsces shall be deslgned in a
manner making them accessible to and usabls by persons whose mobility or
erientaticn abllivy is cestricted by age, dimabllity or aickness. Buildings with
po more bthan tws storoys afe éaseptes from Installing elevatoras, Recomsendations
were recently Formulated by & State commltbtes on handlcapped parsons b render
cultural secvices more accenslble and vsable, so that, amorng octher things, the deal
could understand those parte of televinlon prograsmes that others hear and the
blind could read or listen to a greater nusber of books, paricdicsls and rewspapers
than ie the came ak present. HRapressntatives of dleabled parsons partlclpate
sctively In tha prosotion of the kinde of measures described above. In each county
thare 15 & councll for the handicapped; with represantatives of sesocistions of and
for the disabled as masbers, There are similsr counclls also in a great majoricy
of the sunicipalltles. The counclls, as advisory ‘bodles to corrsiponding country
and local suthorities, deal with all patters concerning dissbled persons and thelr
rehabllitation.

4. The Covernsent of the Union nf Soviet Sonialist Republics stated that under
the country's constitutlion, disabled persons enjoy all the rlghta set out in the
two Declaratlons and thak, in gensral, cletlrens of the Soviet Unlon have the right
to work - that iz, to gusranteed esployment and pay in accordance with the quantity
ard quality of their work, to reat and leisure, to health protection ensured by
fewe and qualifled medical care, to malntenance in cld sge, sickness and in the
swvent of complete or partial disabllity, to housing, education and the enjoyment of
cultural benefits - all of these guarentesd through various sccial security
provisions. It is a duty and function af the State o enBura the material security
of cliliens who are unable to work, Including disabled and mentally retarded
persona, PRehabilitation services are an integral part of tha State system of
public health, social security and educatlon. Host dlsabled peraons live with
thelr familien and, together with other sembe:s of the family., pacticipate actively
in all kinds of public activities. Like all Scviet citlzens, they age entitled to
qualified legal assistance, ¢ven in criminal cases. In casas invelwing deaf and
duab eor blind pecsons of others preventsd by & phyaical or sental handicap frea
exerclislng thelr right to defend themselves, & legal counsel must take part in
judlcial proceedinga, even Lf the defendant declines counael. Disabled parsons and
thelr Ffamllles are Inforeed of thelr rights through the crdinacry mass
comsunications scdia and pericdicals publlished by soclal securlty suchoritiess and
organizatlons concerned. The above information zpplies also to tha Byelorussian

and Ukrainian Soviet Sociallst Republica.

2%. The Government of the United Eingdom of Great Britain and Mortherw Irelend
fully subscribes to the alms of tho Declaraticn and has been working towards thelr

realization for & number of years. It is fully cosmitted to ensuring that disabled

fii--i
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people are sble to presarve thelr dlgnity and self-respect and has as its goal an
isprovesent in the quallty of life for all disabled people. Recent leglelation has
dene much to support dissbled people in thelr efforks to live lives as full and
indapendent as possible. Physically disabled people enjoy the same clvil and
political rights as those who are not disabled, except whers the nature of the
handicsp inavitably imposes festiictions - as in the case of blind peeople vho are
cxempted from jury service and slmilar legal cbligatlons. Disabled people are
helped to become self-reliant thicugh a comblnation of pervicez, including primary
health-care teans, speclal sducation and employment services) personal socrial
cervices such as hose Lalp, meals in the home and soclal worker support; cash
benefits and approprimts rehabilitation. Wherever posslble, Bupport secvices are
provided to help disabled peoDle remain in thelr cwn homes tather thah entar
resldential care. Where they are required to promote self-reliance, & wide varlety
of aids and egulpsent can be supplied. Tralning in thelr use and Follow-up
pervices ars alss providsd.

256. 1In the Dnited xinglom disabled people and non~Jlzabled people alike ara
eligible to recelve, free of charge, such medical treatment and rebabllltation
stcvices as they require, In the past few yocars Lt has been part of ths
Covernment's polley thak medical rehabilitatlon seevices should be Iwproved and
sxpanded,. Moneys wera allocated from central funds to enable hospitals and centres
carrying out good practlce in medical rehabilitation in England to be designated as
demonatratlon centres. Local suthority soclal service depactments and
non-governmental organizations make an important contribution to scclal
rehabliltation In providing, among other things, day centres, whome actlvitiea
ancouraqe social integcation and may provide education and kralning opportonities.
By recent legislation, children formerly considered ineducable were brought within
the scops of the sducation syostem. Thus, mince 1571 {1975 in Scotland) all
children of compulsory schiol age, whether handicapped or not, have been ontitled
to efficlent full-tims sducation sultable to their ages, abilitles and aptitudes.
This will be taken a stage further when section 10 of the Bducatlon Ack 1576
lapplying only in England and Wales) comes Into force on a day yet to be

sppointed. This leglslation wlll ensure that, so far as may be practicable,

handicapped children shall be educated in ordinary schools. In Kerthern Iceland,
vhere meparats legislatlon spplles, the position is brosdly similar. In further

and highar educatlon, provision for the handicapped 18 made through the normal
facilitien at those levels provided by local education suthoritles, universitien
and gome voluntary bodies. Dlsabled persons have the same tights as the
ron=handicapped to mandatory grants and the same sccess to discretlonary granta but
in addition are sligible for sdditional peysents in respect of thelr epecial needs.

27. In the United Kingdom, schemes and servicea to help disabled people to choode,
tralp for, find and keep the cight jobs are fun by the Nanpower Services Conminnlon
under the general guidance of several Hinlstries. The Commission was set up In
1974 and includes representatives from both sides of industry. It provides epecial
training facilities for dlssbled people In four rceidential tralplng colleges, bub
most dlsabled trainees particlpate in ordinery tralning courses run by the
Cosmlsslon in its own skill centres and other tralning establishments. To provide
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ezmential support for future policy in this field, the Commisslon has set up a new
Employment Rehabllitation Mesearch Centrw bo evaluate sxisting procedures. The
sffectivenegss of the service will be sssessed, and ways of legroving end developing
it will be devised over the next three to five years. The Commisalon provides a
speciallst resettlesent service for disabled people, run by over 500 Disablemsnt
Resekbtlemant OFflcers working from job centces, saployment offlces and soma
hospitals. Their maln tasks are to help dlsabled pecple [ind and keep sultable
4obs and to help employers fecruit sultable disabled people and make the most
efficlent use of thelr servicea. Supporting the service are saveral schemss
designed to give disabled people the sxtra help they need In order to compete on
equal terms with able-bodied people with aimllar qualifications. The Comalsaion
alsn has responaibility for co-ordlnating, developlng and finencially supporting
sheltered smployment facllitles. Un"arlying all the other schemes and ssrvices If
the "quota schese® under which all employers of 10 or moce petple have & statutory
cbligatlon to wsploy at least 3 per cent cegistersd disabled people. Diffjcultien
have been encountered In the attenpts bo enforce the schese strictly, and the
Commismion has recently been placing Increased esphazis on seeking the wvoluntacy
co-oparation of esployers and trade unilons in improving employment oppertunitiee
for disabled pecple. The future of the quots scheme is likely to be raviewed by
the Comalgaion in the next few years., F=ployment services for dlsabled people are
founded on two long established princlples: that the majority of dlsabled people
are potentially capable of working on thalr merits in ordinary jobs, and the chiel
2in of policy should be oo provide the neceossacy assessment, cehabflitation,
training and placessnt services to achleve thls, supplessnted by & quota schere;
and that sheltsred employment should be provided for the few who, on acCount of the
severity of thelr dlsabllity are unlikely to be cepalle of open exploymant, at
1eant For & submtantial perlod of tise. Accordingly, the maln objectives of the
United Xingdom's services for disabled people are to enable disabled persons to
make the mcot of thelr capabilities and realize their potsntlal, and to enable them
to compete on equal terms with ahle-bodied pecple. Disabled workars have the sase
right to jein British tcade unions as do able-teedled workers. The Covernment
scknowledges 1n particular the rights of dizabled people cutlined in parsgraph & of
the Declarstion and provides services snd schemss O RAXE QUTE that Aipablsd psople
aee able to exerciss those rights.

78, The United Kingdom has a comprehensive system of soclal security benefits, and
digabled people who have contzibuted the required amcunt and satisfied other
conditiens for recelpt of those benefits are entltled to them on the sane bazls as
all othe: sembers of the population, It iz mandatory by lav to appoint disabled
pecple to certain advizory cosmittees, and those responsible for sppointing persons
to commlttess, counclls and commizsions that are concerned with matters concetning
the Interests of the chroaically cizk and disabled sce required to consider the
sppointment of an individual who is dipabled or haa special knowledge of the
problens facing dlssbled pecple. The planners and deslgners of new bulldinge or of
aajor adaptations to exlsting bulldings are required to taks Ints account the
speclal necds of disabled people in respect of sccess to and within the bullding.
the provision of parking facilities and of special sanitary convenlencen. The

!II“I
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ralevant Act was recently amended to extend those provislons to places of

at., A wide range of sddlticnal support services exlats for disabled peopls
and their famllles, so that disabled people can recelved puch care a3 they need
within the ccssunity, wherever pessible. Any person charged with an offence who
has not the maans to pay for his defence may apply for legal ajd. An anrepiesented
defendant who appedrs to the court to be significantly dlsabled will mormally be
given legal aid [subject to means) even without application, and the requirement
for a statemsnt of means may also be walved if it appedrs that the defendant ls
incapable of supplylng it. Organizations of disabled people arw regulacly
consulted, along with professional bodies and local governmental organizations, on
21l matters which concern them and were informed of the contents of the Declaratlon
on its adoptlion. Many have given it wide publicity. The Government provides
information on the full cange of gervices avalilable to disabled Dedple. A
cosprehensive leaflet, “Help for handlcapped people”. and other leaflets are
evailable free from local soclal eecurlity offlces.

29. The seasures deacribed play an Ieportant part In isplementing the Deslaration
but clearly moch can still ba done to Isprove the quality of life experienced by
dlsabled people. The speed with which services can become more widely avallable and
nevw cbjectives met must depend lapgely on the ressurces avallsble. PBEgually
important, howaver, is the leas tangible wark of influencing public aktitudes and
combating diecrimination, and this contlnues at many levels. The appolntment of
the Minister for the Disabled haa given dirabled people & nev elesenkt of
protection, since he can be sppealed to for help 1f any case of exploitation or
discrimination occurs.

0. “The Covernmant of the United Sestes of Anerics referced Lo the moak fecent
Federal legislatlon on the disabled, notably, the Rehablllieatlon Act of 1971, a3
having browght about significant and favourable changes in services and beneflte
concerning disabled persons. The Act's provisions that deal with ke clvwil cights
of dissbled persons In partlcular (the federal requlations leplementing the
provisions of the Act entered Inko force on 1 Juae 1977) are dlrectly crelavant to
tha objectives of tha United Natlons Declarations. Sectlon 504 of the Act provides
chat "no othecwise qualifiesd hendicapped individuosl ... shall, salely by reason of
hin handicap, be excluded from participation in; be denied the benefita of, or ba
subjected to discrimination under any program or actlvity receiving Pederal
financlal asalstance®. Accordingly, all- reciplents of fedecal assistance must
anpure that thelr prograsses and activltles srw operated without auck
discrimination and that, among other things, they are accessible bko the disabled.
Other sactions of the Act provide, for Inatance, for the means of ensuring
compliance with the prescslibed standards, which requize that all bulldings and
facilitlcas owvned, ooccupled or financed by the Government be accessible ko ard
usable by physlcally handlcapped persons and that the employers who 40 contract
work for the federyl Government (thelr nmbsr 1s about 2 million) take affirmative
steps to assura equal conalderation for handicapped joby applicants, even to the
axtent of making extrs accommodations where necessary. An Offlce of Handicapped
Individuals ham betn #¢t up in the Department of Health, Educaktlon and Welfare to
aerva as the foocsl point within the Departmant for ceview, co—ocdinstion,

Fean



BSOM. 5557 0.2
English
Arnnex IT
Fage id

informatlson and planning related to policies. prograsmes, procedures and activitienm
celevant to phyafeally and senbally disabled pergcns. Fres 10 April 1978 on.,
disabled people who believe they have been discriminated against in employsent by
Eederal departasnts and sgencies will have & complalnt procedure avallable to them
for peeking redrest. The Clvll Service Cosmlssion haz publlshed & tet of
requlations ieplerenting a L1348 law making 1t 1llegal for [ederal depaptmentsz and
agencles to discriainate agalnet disabled people in employsent. These regulaklons
will allow dimabled people who have cosplalnts to uae the aame Equal Esployment
Oppoctunlty procedures Ehat wore made avallable o women and minorities under the
Clvil Righks act of 1964.

3}. With regerd td handicapped children, other curfent leglalation in the United
Staten cufulres that, for each handicapped chlld, an Individualized eduozatior olan
miat be devoloned and that there @ist be annual assesament 2F the child's
acvemplishments. The stated receiving feder 2] aasistance for the educatlon and
habilltatlon of developoentally disabled persons sust have, In eflect; a systes to
protect and advocate the rights of such persons. It should have the guthority to
purgde legal, adalnistrecive snd other appropriste cemedies to irpure the
protaction of thelr rights. Other fecent measures baken by the Governmant include
the eatablish=ent of on QIflce of Independent Liv'mg for the Dilsalled in the

Pepar teent af Houalng and Ueban Developsank, bo wori for alternative housling
envitonpenis for the disabled)y the reguiressnt lssued &y the Depastment of
Transsortation Lhet all public buses be made accesalbls to dlpabled persons; and p
requlatlon foarbideing alrllnas to arbitrarily deny seats to physleally disabled
travellecs, provided Ehoge Eravellers aeek certaln established requiremgnts.

12, The Government cf the Pnlted States alao subaltted & comprehenslve reror:s on
the White Housc Conference on Handicaped Tndividuals, held In Hay 19%717. In
authoriting the holding of the Conferonce, the Congreas of the Unltsd Stotea stated
*it Is of critlecal isporbance to this katlon that eguality of opportuonity, equal
accesd to all sapects of poclety kod equal ¢ighear guarantesd by the Constltuklon of
the Unlted States be provided wo all individuals with handicsps® snd “{t is
essential that recossendations be made to asdure chat a1l individuals with

handicaps are sble to Live thelr lives Independently end wit* dlgrnity™. The
Confeience dealk with, among other things, the sducational, econcaic, health and

aoclal concerts of disabled persone sa well as thalr elwil righta. On each of
these and other uubletcs the Conference adopted a great nusber of fecomsendatizne
and resolotions for actlsa by the federal, state and local governssnts.

3. The Governmsents of Bolivia, Eqypt, Ecusdor, Greece, Nungsry. I.an, Jordan,
Malaysis, Higer, tilngapore, Spain, Surinese, Tunisla and the United Republic of
Camproa desce ibed,; without refsrring ko any of the speclilc rights enusecated in
the Dedlarakbien, the axisting end often long-standing carvices that have been sst
v In thelr countries to rehebllitate dlsabled prreons am wall as legislistive
mgaruces unde- which such ssrvices are provided. The latier Include atetuten
obliging caploysre with o certaln {varylnj) minisus nusber of amployris to employ
dlsabled par=one Up Lo a percentasge of the totsl labour force, resecving a certaln
percentage or certaln klnds of joba in public zdminlstratlon and state enterprises
fet rehabllitated disabled pareons, and stipolatimy the condlitlons uwnder which
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arciffcial lints and other orthotlic or prosthetlc appliances are provided to
digabled persons, at the expende of the State or a social security scheme, Thesw
kinds of legislative provislons and corresponding cehabllitatlon services no doubt
greatly help dlsabled pereons in the countries concerned to obtaln sowe or all of
he rightsr contained in the Declaration,; notably the rights to rehabllitation
pervices, sducetion and esploysent. Bowesver, bardly any of these measufed wele
undariaken &8 & result of the Declaration; most were taken prioe to lts adoptian
and frrespective of Ix., This fact, of course, does not lessen the importance of
the Bearures.

Heagures taken by the spacialized agencien of the United P'-L!‘f"‘l

J4. The Internmational Labour Organisstion (ILO) polnted cut that while the
Declaratlon on the Rights of Disabled Pecsons in fts entirety is of dlrect concern
tu the orgenleation, operative parsgrephs 5-7 ace particularly applicable,
stressing a3 they do the rights of the disabled to vocational rebabllitation and
pPlecement services to gnable them to becose a8 self-reliant as poanible and bo
hasten the process of thelr Integration of reintegratlon into socliaty as well as
thelir rights to economic and soclal security, to securs and retaln e=ploymsnt or
engage in useful, productlve work snd ko Join trede unions, This part of the
Declaration reinforces ILO recomsendation %9 concerning wocatlonsl rehabllicetion
of the disabled and the resclubtlon on the same subjest adopted Dy the International
Labenir Conference at itm sixtisth seesion ir 1975) both, ipter alls, skrems that
vocsklonal rebablilitstion services should be mads avallable o &ll dissbled
pecoonn, vhatever the origln and nature of thelr disabllicy and whatever thalr e,
provided they can be pfepared for and have feastmable prospects of securlng and
cetaining cuiteble ssployeent, and that to provida help for voostional
rehabilitation and pocial gelntegrats -~ of disabled pecsons is both & humanitas len
duty and & requiremgnt lspowsd by humon eolidspity.

35. Since the sdoption of the Declaration, the 1LO has msde every wffort o bring
it to the notlecs of Governmants, eoploysrs and trade unlon organlzstions and
non-governsental ocganizationes concerncd w'eh the disabled. 3 PFurthecsscs, in
connexion with its technical co-cpecation projects In vocatlionsl cehablilitation,
svery opportunity hes been Laken to embody the principles of the Declaration in the
Planning of sarvices deaicned for the soclal and vecational reintegration of the
disabled, Specliic rev projects enviasged or slresdy planned In the lesedists
future include & cejional (Carlbbewan) seminer on vocetional rehabllitation of the
manitally retarded;y the jsoducktlon of sound/allids pressnbatlions for public
inforpation and stafl tralnlng progfasmes which will ssphasizs the right of all
disabled pecsone to vocatlonal rehabllitation sscvices and esployment) expansion of
the docussrtationfinfocrmation service thicugh which GCovernmants, ssployesre, trade
unlenk and all those inkecwsted i{n the disabled are kept ilnforssd of vorcational

1/ Lee, for Inatence, internationsl Labour Review, wvel 1%, Ho. )
(May=-Jurne L9777}, . 35l.
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rehabllitation and employment posslblllitles for the dlsabled. Special attenclon
will also be given to promoting the vocatlonsl noeds and clghte of those dlpabled =
hitherto much neglected = who reside in rural aroas.

6. In the Field of soclal security, too, the cights and nawie of cthe dlsabled; asm
asdvocated in the Declacatlons, will not be neglected. In this comnexion, the ILD
Intends to azaesa che extent of exisating gaps, both In Jdeveloped and developing
countiles, and [dentify aress whare leprovesént is possible. For this purpose;
and, in order to sdvise the Governing Body on further acklon of the ILO In this
fleld, a meotlng of Felected cembers of the Committes of Soclal Sccurity Expects
will b= held in the biennium 19389=1979. Other sction will be taken in conpexion
with he activities the ILD ism plannirg for Internatlonal Year for Dlsabled
Peraonus, during which the principles of the Declaration wlll undegbbedly be taken
into sccounk.

37. At ite twenty-ninth sesslon the World Health Assesbly coumidered the report of
the Director-Ceneral on dlssbility preventlion and rehabllitatlon., Recognizing that
existlng services are often coatly and the coverage lnadequate and that an
extenslon of the preaent pattern of services le unlikel¥ Lo meek khe needs of most
countries, the Asseahly recomsended that the pollcy of the World Reaslth
Crosnization (WHO) on disabllliey preventicss and cobabilitation be orlented eowards
khe promotion of effective messures for the prevention of disability) encouragement
of the application of effective approsches and spproprlate teconalogles Lo prevent
diaablliity, while inteqratlng dlsability prevontion and rehabilication into health
programeen st all levels, ircludieg primary health care) esphasis on those problema
of disabllity thot can be solved most efficlently and effectively and in & manner
acceptable to the populatlon In guestiony aid the incluslon of the appeoprlate
dipabllity pzeventlon and rehabllitaclon methods Into the tcalning of all pelesvant
haalth workera. The Assembly also declded to dosw the akbtentlon of member Staktes
ko the Importance of dlsablllity preventlon and rebabllitaklon ar an Integral part
af health and soclal services and bo the need for esllaboration belween all
agencies concerned with health prosotlion, Incloding soclal wwlfare secvices.

8. The progrtames sot up o leplement thie policy hinges on the establishment of
collaboratlng centres ln o number of countiies wlthin the six WHO reqloma Lot the
purpode of undereaking surveys of the necds of disabled persons; developing
appropr late technology for the disabled) daveloping a new Information system)
studying the moat effective ways by which disability In the Dproductive sge car be
diminlahed) and atudylng the scat effetive methods of dellivering zervices at the
primary health-care level.

Heasures taken by pnon-governmsantal organizations

19, The Councll of World Crganizatlions Interested in the Handlcapped diske ibated
the text of the Geclaration cn the Rights of Disabled Fersons to Lts member
Internatlonal non-jovernmental organizations, ueging thea to being It to the

.I'++-|-
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attention Af natlonal af”llistes. Issues relevant to the provisions of the
Declatation have bedfn Inicluded on the agends of the annual plenary seetings of the
Council. A statement of esployment policy, reflecting the need to guarantes the
rights of dipabled parsone, was approved In 1976 and conveyed Lo all pember
organizations with the recommendation that it e Incorporated Iin thelr personnrel
policien. The text was aloo made svallable to the Unlted Haktlons and lte
speclalized sgencles with the recemmendation that Ite principles be included in
their personnel policles.

0. The International Pedecation of Dilsabled MWorkers snd Ccippled Clvillans (known
as FIMITIC, seronym of Llts Prench nase) weleesed the proclamation of the
Declaration en the Rights of Disabled Persons and urged lts sffiliates in Aiffecent
countr ies to supoort the objeceives of International Year for Disabled Pecsons and
also geek the support of thelr reapective Governsents ln the isplementation of the
Geclatation. The FIMITIC's new soclal policy programme, adopted by its Executive
Board ln Howember 1977, in reference to the Unlted Hatlons Declacatlon, calle upon
all countries b5 adopt comprehensive lavas on rehabilitatlion of the dissbled and
emphaplzes the rlghts of disabled persons to optimal educatlon, trainung and
zzdleal and vocationsl rehabllication, with the greatest poaslbls lndependence &8
the goal of these measures; to the development of thelr personality in a way worthy
of human dignity) snd to participation Ln the soclal and cultural "ife of thelr
comsunities. The major precequisite Ior Efull partlclpation, accocdiug to the
FIHITIC programss, 18 the avoldance or eliminatlon of architactural and other
man-made Bacrieza,

41. S5ince Rehabilitstlon International and its member oryanizations have as thels
ralson d'Etre the protaction and advancemsent of the cights of dlmabled persone, the
sctivities of this network of organisations contribute in genecal to the
implementation of the provislons of the Declacgatlon,

42. Parcicularly relevant actiona have lncluded the pubilcation of the Declaration
in Internaticonal Rehabllication Review, the dlatcibuitlion of coples of the
Declaration to lts member organlzations, cequesting thes to report on measures for
its implesgntation, and the coapletlon of planas to publish In 1578 a booilet
contalnling the texis of Unlted Mations and other related statsmsnts of policy
relative to the clghts of dlpabled persons. The Second Internakional Conlerences on
Leginlation Concerning the Dissbled, held in MHanila In Janusry 1978, produced the
Hanila Statement, & ant of principles for the preparakion of leglalatlon relevant
to the rlghte of disabled perscna ln newly indepandent daveloplng countriss. The
governing bodles of PFababllitation Intefnational have hald spacial sesslons to
congider the issues lnvolved In obhtaining greater participation of dipabled persons
in loternational rehabilitation activlityr Ehey bave also authorlsed & survey of
opinion on thosa lasues and an intepnationsl workeshop on the toplc as part of the
Four teenth World Rehsbilltatlon Congrena, to be held in Canads In 1980,

41, Asong actlons at the natlonal level, in additlon to thelr ongolng programses
in thos [ield, Rehabilizatlon Intefrnational aff{liakes ceported tha followlrgs

{a} The publication -nd distritwtion of pasphlets Jdescribing the rights of
disabled perecns &nd thelr mesans of sccess to facilitles Eor
rehabllitation and other pecvices)
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{b) “The praparatlon and distribution of a poater tep oducing the Unlted
Hatlons Declaratlon)

le}] The orgenization of national workshops on specific areas of rights of
dissbled persons such am votlmg rights, law enforcessnt and other legal
right=)

(4] 1Initlatives to bring about incressed participation of digabled pecscns In
baoth govarnmantal and voluntary bodies dealing with policies and
programsas telited to disabllivy;

{a] Intansified caspaigns to achieve the aliminarion of architectural
parriers and provide sccess for disabled persons to public transportation
ana cther fecilicviesy

{f} In ons country, & travelling eshibitlon on the righta of disabled parsons
and avallabls sacvices, dlaplewed In supsrmacrkets and community bulldlngs
chroughout the natlon.

i4. ‘ths World Em:_u:il For the Walfare of the Blind (MOWB) also cleculated the
Declarstion on the Rights of Dlsabled Persons amodg ite afflllates and requested
them to ask thalr cespective Governpente for action in the ieplesantation cf tha
Declaraticon. The Pirst "netsrnationsl Congress on Secviced to Deaf=Blind Youth and
Adults, organlzed undsr the susploces of WOWB in September 1377, adopted a
wmolutlion on the righta of deal and blind persons. In addition o the righta
incleded in tha U-ited Mations Declaratlon, the resoluticn, asplifying those cights
to sose extant, alms ontalns tha following specific righis applying particularly
o the neads of dealf and bllnd peraoner

ta) The right, every day of Lhe yesr and at timss thwy themselven decide, to
tha sarvices, fres of charge, of an interpreter who Is well acquainted
with the deaf/blind parson's way of cossunlcating)

{b} The right to informatlon abeout dally svents in a Bedium they &re able to
understbasd asd sccend to lltscmture by means of & prfocesa that eniiles
them to “resd” books on thelr own.

15. The resolutlon aleso encourages tha establlshment of clubs of agsoclatlons ol
deaf and blind persons through which they can make thalc jolnt demands and wishes
o,

4. The Morld Fedecatlen for the Deaf polnpted out that in 1971 the Federation*s
Assembly sdopted the Declacatlon of the Rights of the Parsons with Ispaired Hearirg
which contains the sass basic principles, In different words, as the United Hations
peclaratlon on the Rights of Dlsabled Perscns, but which, In addition, ssphaslzes
poma of the specific neods of the hard-of-hesring and the deal, partlcularly in the
flelds of edusation and comsunication. The Faderation thus fully supports the alms
of the Unlted Natlons Declsratlon and ls promoting ite implemssntation at tha
national level throuwgh the Federation's affillates.

Lo
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1. DECLARATION OW THE RIGHTS CF HENTALLY RETARDED PERSONZ

Meadures taken G L i ER

§7. The siltoation lz scmevhat Alfferent with regard ko the Daclaratlon on Ehe
Rights of Mentally Retarded Parsonr. Since It was proclaimed in 1971, there has
been more time avallable to make 1t known and have Ilte contenta dlscussed In
International, ceglonal and natlonal meetinge. It wes polnted out by the
Governsent of Jordan that the Declaration has besn glven wide clrculation in the
Arab reglon, pacticularly sftec the Firest Arad Peglonal Conference on Hental
Retardation, which was held In 1975, and that this fact has helped te bBring about
a wider avareness of the prevalllng problems and nesds In thls regard as well as a
moce serious cosalteent to their #olution and satisfactlon on the part of both
official suthorities and voluntecy groups. Thae Declaration ham even led b aome
concretes measuced which might not have besn taken = at leask nok up untll now =
hed LIt mot been sdopted, Thus, [or instance, In a federal district court In the
state of Alabama, United States of America, the judge snjolned the state o give
better marvices to the msentally retarded persone In & cortaln institution, basing
his ruling, inter alia, on the specond article of the Declaration. 17

48, The Covernment of Cuatemala, polnting out Elrek that under the oountry's
conatitution children and the disabled sphould be glven speclal protectilen,
described the msasuces tskon by the Directorate of Special Bducatlon Assistance,
Socinl Affalrs Secretarist, OLf1ce of the President of the Republlc, w0 provide
education and rehabllitaklen services to ssntslly catarded persons, partlcularly
the estmblisheant and operation of & centre for epecial education, opened In 1574,
Raference vas also made to a new oode on minocs which vas diacuseqd By the
Guatemalan Parlisssnt in 1977 and which would, when adopted, ensure the protection
and education of mentally retarded children in Guatomala, Together wikh thias
code, Flrat afforts have been BAdE bo Jraflk & few lav concerning the mentally
retarded vhich would comply with the principles of the Declaratlon on the Rights
of Mantally Retarded Persons.

49, The Covernmant of Ruwalk stated that sentally retardsd parscns, Like all
othar citlaens, are provided, frea of charge, with sducation, ssployment, medical
care And aocisl walfare, and that institutiorms have bawen extsblished 1n which
mentally ratarded poersons who are tralpable and can benefit from rebasbllibatlen
aervices sre glven thoas services. Thoss among them who afe educable are enrolled
in non-resldential apecial schools and provided with all the necessitles (bogra,
tools, clothing, transpoct). They may later 9o to vocational treining centres.
Those for whom other esployeant cannot be Found asre adaiteied to shalteced

1/  The Hew York Tiesw, 14 Apcll 1972, p. 79,
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workshops. Am far as posaible, mentaliy retesrded persoms attand non-cesidentlal
institutions and efforts are made to facilitate thelic living with thelr Femi?ies.
Welfare homes have been established for those In whose csses thase efforts fall.
By lew; edch mantally retarded person In Xuwalt Bas & quacdlan, either the father
or & family masbar and, In the latter case, the Ministry of Justice exerclees
control and supsrvielon over ths guardisnship. MoCeover,. protsction sgainst abuswe
g provided by law.

50. In khe Libyan Arab Jamahirlys, the Following steps are envipsaged; in tha
context of isplesentation of the cucrrent natlonal plan: to establish day-care
cencres for the care, mdical teeatment and vocatlonal and soclal tralning of the
mentally retarded in thelr own nelghbourhoode) to provide soclal, efocstional and
sedlcal secvices to the mentally retarded and thels familiesr in their homamy to
eptablish rehabllitatlion centres for the dlsabled, Including the ssatally
retarded, and to undertaks atudles and remearch pfodecta in opder to examine and
undscmtand. the cavasas, conditlons and problems that Cfocaker kthe incidance of mental
cetardation and esnkbal and paycholosical discases,

51. In Poland, free medical care is avallable to practicelly all clt.zens,
including the sentally retapded. A new bill for & law on mental health has been
drefted which would provide legal safegusrds sjainst fsproper treatment and
institutionalization. Mentzlly retarded children are provided with free sducation
in speaial clessen In ordinary primary achools or specisl primary schools and
special vocatlonal schowls, orf, for ke modecately and soversly ratarded, at
"schools of 1ife®. A syates of speclal nurslng echools for (he latter groups Ll
at its lnltisl stege of development, and posparatofy work for reformlng the entice
spacial education programss lw under way. With regard ko the right bo esployesnt,
1t is the duty of the Invalide' Co-operatives to secure furthar eralning and
puicable galnful cocupatios In co-operative sntsrprises for mentally retarded
pchool leavers, should It not be poasible for them to £ind jobs alaevhers.
Hentally retarded perscns age coversd by the State social security scheme and the
coaplessntary soclisl asalstance programses of trade unlons and eocial
organizakione.

53. Cliferent fores of assistance; lncludlng day-care centres; vecatlon caspa;
counselling and speclal family ellowances, are avallable In order to enable
parents to keep bhelr oentally retarded children abk bose, There are not yot
enough sultable houaing facilitien for chose habllitabed mentally cetarded
sdolescenks and sdulks who could be enabled to live under limited superviaslon. An
Increase in such Eacilities is belng conaidered. Under Polish law, mentally
retarded peracne enjoy full clelzanshlp and clvwll rights exceapt in cames whero
limjtations have been watablished by court action. Inm case of incopacitation, a
gusrdisn ls appolntec by the court. 1In prosecuting mentally cetarded pecsons,
recognition ia glven to the degres of thelr retardation.

57. Kot of the messuras deacribed above ln pacagfaphs 235-=-29 concerning mervices
end benefics for disabled persona In the Dnited Kingdom of Creat Britaln and
Horthern Ireland apply to the mentally retarded aldo, unless specifically
lndicated ctherwviss. Some of the axceptions as well a8 speclal services avallable
ta the mentslly retarded only and concepning thelr rights o such Becvices &fe
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listed below. Hentally handicapped and mantally i11 pecpls living in epecialiat
hospitals for theic 4isability may not use the hospital as an addcess to regleter
a8 electors, and whlle they are In tha hospital thay are thezefors unable to vote,
if they have no other address. HMentally 111 or handicapped patlents in general
hospitals are not dlsenfranchised in this way. The Governmant has accepted, in
princliple, the recomsendation of the 1973-1%74 all-party confersnce that the
distinction should be removed so that patlants in speclallst mental hospltals
would be placed on the same footing as those in genaral hospitals. A worklng
party has been met Up tO conalder how thism recomsendatlon could be Leplemsnted and
it ia espected that thelr report will be made shortly. Fowers ara available fof
the formal detantisn in hospital of both mantally i1l and mentslly handicapped
people, whers this ls considered necessary, but powers for both thesa categories
of people are subject to the mafequards met ocut In paragraph 7 of the Declaration
on the Rights of Kentally Retacded Parsons. Tralning for eentzlly handicapped
adults who cannot enter open or sheltered esployment s provided by local
suthoritles in adult training centres. Trainees undertakse aimple and sooetimes
more advanced industeisl procasscs and cecelve a basle general education,
counselling and recraation and trainlng in social behaviour, all of which are
deaigned to help the indlvideal develop hlz maximem potentlal. Provialom ila pade
in the Mental Health Act 1959 [for Scotland, the Mental Bealth (Scotland} Act
1960) for the appointment of guardians for mentally handicspped pecple, in order
to protect them frem exploleation, in line with parsgraph 5 of the Declaratlon on
the Rights of Mentally Rstarded Permons. FProvizion ls mads In the Legal Ald
{General] Aegulations for applications to be made on bshalf of persons who are, by
renson of mental disorder, incapable of mansging and administering thelr propecty
and affales. Court procedures safequard the posltion of the mentally disabled.

-

S4. In the Unlted States of America, close to 1 million mentally retarded
chlldeen recelved special education during the school year 137677 under two
different public laws as wnll as within & special prograsse (Head Stack}. The
President's Comsittes on Mantal Retardation, eatablished ln 1966 and serving as a
Pederal advocate for improvessnts and innovations on behalf of the mentally
cetarded, undertakes occasiomal investlgations and assists in promoting creatlve
approsches to mencal retardation problems. In this role, the Committes has made &
nuskber of contributions In the areas mentloned in the Declaratlon on the Rights of
Mentally Retarded Peiwons. Most recently, it has forsulated recomsendatlons for
action by the Govesnment, with ths following broad objectives: full citizenship
and legal rights for all mentally retarded indlviduals) access to comprehensive
programmes of service delivered through humans service eystema; Ieproved publlc
understanding of the problem and bebter acceptance of mantally retarded
individuals; equltable, co-ordinated, efficient and effective use of public
repcuices on behall of sentally retacded citizens) and the praventlon of mental
retardation. In the yedrs slnce the proclamation of the Declatatlon, the
Comalttes haz also undeTtaken to promote the reallizstion of the specific clausex
of the Declaration. In 1973 it held the first national conference on the mentally
retarded citlizen and the law, to considar the husan and legal rights of mentally
retarded persons ar cltizens of the Unlted States. BSince then, the Depariment of
Justice has eatabllshed & speclal service to Intervene on behalf of mentally
tetarded persons wiose legal rights are in jeopardy. In 1977, the Committes
co-aponsored a conference on the future of legal services for mentally retatded
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peraons, to considér how best the courts and leglalarurss might be encoursged to
further protect tha legal rights and citizenshlp of those peraons. Other events
arganized or co-sponsored by the Commlttee Include & conference on garly
intervention with bigh-risy infants and young children in 1974, an evaloation
confeeence on +arly interventlon technlgques in 1976, a national multicultural
seminar on mental retardavion asong minority disadvantaged populations in 1977 and
seninars and symposia on the mentally retarded offender and the law enforcement
process. ©On all these oocasions, publications have beon lmsurd dealing with the
queations considered In the msetinge. Host cecently, the Commlbten has been
engaged in & otudy of the siniesum cosential secvices required to provide sultable
suppoet to mentally retarded individuals in the comsunlty. The Commltkbee has aloo
encouraged the coployment of mentally retarded persons, acught to change Lhe
nature of public institeticons from large Institutlons to ssmalier shoct-tecam
faclliefes, dealt with the probleas of protection and husan dignity and becose
increasingly concerned with the rights of mentally retarded individuals
themselves, o8 distingulshed from those of thelr spokesman, be they parents,
guacdians or caretakers.

Heanures taken by the specisllzed agenclez of the United Hations

55. The ILO haz made epecisl efforts o bripg to the noktlce of all concecned with
che rehabllaitation of the senkally retarded the Declaratlon éh the Rights of
Menkally Aetarded Pecsond and eépeclally pacageaph 3, which stresszi the rights of
menkally retarded persons to econoaic securlty, and a decent standard of living.
to perform productive work or to engage in any other meaningful occupation to the
fullest possible extent of thelr capabilities.

56, The WHD has been Lovelved in work on mental retardation for many years, in
collaboratisn with the United Wations, lta specialized agencles, and
non—gaverasertal organlzstionw. Since the adoption by the World Health Assembly
at its twenty=-elghth session of cesolutlon WiA 28,57 on sental cetardation, new
directions are being followed. Priocity Lo belng given to actlen within existing

services and to Interventions concecned with childeen. ESleple methods of
datection and =ars which can be used by public health nurees, asuxiliary health

workers and parents orw belo stressed. Teprowed pre-natal and natal care, the
contrel of infectious dizeswer and sdequate notrition in early childhood, caabined
with health rducatlon cf parents, are seen as the most effective preventive

BEASUT BB,

57. Activitiesn undartaken pince the resclution was adopted include: WID meetinge
which havn preduced valuanle guidellnes; projects to tect the the feasibillity of
providing cafre &t the prissry health-care lovel in developlng countriem; an
international sorvey of leglalation; development af methodas for the copkrol of
associated cunditlons such as eplilepey) tralning for public health admipistrators)
the fden=ification and akreongthening of potential tralning centeedi and the
developrent mechanisms of co—ordination.
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58, Full ssponsz to the resclution la constrained to some extent, and fature
progreas will depend malnly on the prlority sccorded by Covernments Lo woIk on
mental cetardation.

Hessores Eaken by non-governmsental orgsnlzatlons

55. The Intecnatlonal Lesgue of Socicties £or the Mentally Handicapped polnted
cut that the League's fourth international congrees in 1968 adopted the
beclaration on General and Speclal Rights of the Hantally Retsrded which was later
uEed an & banis by the Commisslon for Social Development for the drafting 2f the
respective United Mations Declacation. It la thus natural that the League 13
concentrating lts activitlies on the prosction of oeasures seeking to Ieplement the
Beclaration, The League has published the text of the Declaration in its
Aifferent publicatleons and given It wide distribution through lts afflllzies. Ia
its congresses and other meetlngs, discussion of the measures required for
Implementing the Declaration has had a focal place; for esasple, the Leagque's
fifth international congress had “The rights of the retarded: sulkt the ackion to
the word® as its theme. 1n the syuposla and regional eeetings organized by the
Lesgue and ftm afflliates, scse of the speciflic provislons of thr Dealaration have
been discusoed and the reports of those meetings given wide distribution. In
1974/75, & study was conducted by & Lesgue consultant on the progresa made in the
implementatlion of the Declaratlon. It was the concluasion of the consultant that
ne country, aven the most lndustrlallzed or socially progressive, had made all of
the rights avallable to some of its retardsd citizens or any one right available
ko all af its retarded citizens. As & consequence, the Lesgue has get up &
task-force on the leplemsentation of the Declaration. The task-force has prepared
a set of guidelines in the form of a questionnalre In which each article of the
Declaration has been a=plified to an extent such that the League's affillates can
easily establish the degree to which thelr respective countries have met the
beclaration's provialons.

IIL. PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

E0. Whille the measuces that have been descelbed above largely relace to sxisting
services and already enacted leglslative provisions, sose Gove-nments also gave
information about plany that are under consideration or about to be lmplemented in
the near future and which will further. promobe cospliance In those countries with
the principles of the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons. Thus, Ehe
comprehensive soclal reform which has been parklally carried out in Denmark is, as
far as it relaten to services concerning Alasbled pereons, malnly based on the
principles 3et out in the United Natlone Declarations. WwWhen it is fully
implemented and other approved or planned measures within the health, soclal and
houming sectecs are carcied out, Denmack will have provided o legislative and
administrative network In which It wlll be possible to coeply with the provisions
of both of the Declaraticna. The effectivensas of this network «i1l, howevar,
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depend on the Cipancial resources made available at any glven time for the
isplesantation of the lews and regulations concerned. The goal of the reform is
to ensure for the disabled 28 normal & 1ife a5 poseible and enable &n many of then
as pomsible to live in thelr own hemes or with thelr familles and make use, when
required, of the resources for assistance ln the commnity which are available to
all its mesbera. It also endsavours bo ralntegrate dizabled pecsons et present
living in lnatfitutiona into the cossanlty, bto the gieatest poszible excent. The
sepvices avallsbls to thes Iln this regard Inclodes specislly squipped spartants
with diffarent kindo of comunal facillties. FResescch has been Initlated,
partially on a jolnt Scandlravian basls, with & view to making buses and railway
cars accesslble to all, Including wheelchalc users. Wew rallway cars which will
teplace the cucrent rolling stock in the eorly 1580e wlll cach have o compartment
and a tollet designed for wheelchalc uners. Effocts are continuouely belmy made
to provide for Incceased participation by all megments of the papulation,
including the disabled, in the deciplon-making process.

$l. For the purposs of eatablishing a legal [rasework quaranteslng the effectlive
implesentatlon in Greece of the princlples and rights contained in the
peclaration, two bllls have recently been prepared. The flrat deals with the
vocabional tralning and rehabilitarion of disabled persons of bath egexes wikh
limited posmibllities for employment. It would satablleh compulaary employmenkt of
guch parsons in the public sector and by benevolent sodietles. In jobe sultable to
thelr condition. The second deals with speclal education and care for handlcapped
porscns and would provide for the establishment and operatlon of spaclal schools
for thelr edocatlon, thus facllitating thelr integratlon into soclety an
productive mesbers,. IE Lle thought that the goal of the Declacation will be
effectively reschsd by the adoption of the tws bills by the Parliasent.

62. In Yran, rehabilltacion secvices for disabled persons will be furkher
developed in sccordance with thea Covernment’s alxth developmgnt plan for 1578-1983,
By the end of that perliod thefe are cxpected ko be I8 mulkipurposs cebabllitation
centres In operation In provinces throughout Ehe covnboy.

63. Porhaps the moat algnificant ares of concern to eentally dlsabled persons in
Bew Isaland ls thet of their legal cights. The Advisory Council established under
the Disabled Personm Comsunity Welfare Act is currently conducting a study on the
matter and will maks cecossandations to the Minlater of Eoclal Welfare on Ehe kind
of sarvices and facllitles that would enhance the welfare of dimabled porsons. A
wvorking party of the Councll han drafied a %11l intended to give practical effect
in & genaral way to ths Declaration on the Righte of Hentally Rebtarded Persons.
The work Is gulded by twd objectives: onz to ensure that mentally retarded
peraone,; and dependant persons Iln general, will obtaln all the rights and services
te which they are enticled) the other to ensure that & dependent person who is
legally an adult and undar no guardianshlp can be protected from abuse by
unsccupulous sombare of the comeunity or from gebtting caught up i ventures they
do ok understand and ace unable to handle. To help sasure Lhe protectlion of the
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tights of dependent persons, the working party drafted & Bill suggesting that a
special "public sdvocate® be appointed to functlon as the guardian of disabled
persons, but by late 1977 it had not been approved by the Council.

64. In Norway, the Government recently submitibed bo the parllament a Tepoct
entitled *The disabled in soclety” which presents the main objectives and
principles that will guide the Covernment's actlon in this regard In the future
and which also, bto pome extent, outlines the mcasures that the Governmant intends
ts Follow in leplementing those objectives and prinziples. The principsal
objective is the fullest possible integration of disabled persons Into soclety. bto
the extent that they can live Independently. The requiced services should be
provided in the community by the sgencies that ales segve the othar zembare of the
communlty. Residentlsl inatltutisns should be an slternatlve only when there im
no other acceptabls aslutlon or when the dlsabled person concecned choodes that
alternative. Dlzabled pecsons' own ovganizations which sct as sacio-palitlcas
pressure groups should receive financial support from public fusds.  The
parliasent hos alresdy spproved the principles contained {n another repork of the
Government concernlng the future structure of the care of eentally retarded
personsa, Thome principles are similar to the ones described above. They
emphasize that services for the mentally cetarded must catiafy their Individual
needs for education, tralning, treacment and housing. smong other thinga, and that
the rights of mentally rotarded persons noed to be atfengthaned.

6%, A draft for a nev Blll on the esploywment of dizabled persoas fa under

cons fdecation In Pacistan. It woold obligs employers b esploy disabled parrons
up bt & Fiwed parcentage of the total laboup force (gquota system) and thus provide
equal opportunities in employment to the dipabled. It also would promote
vocational trainlng programess. Enactment of the proposed leglaslation would
further help to ipplemsnt the Declarakion.

E6, The Government of the Syrian Arsb Republic has polnted out that the new
five=year plan for 1981=1985 will include & numaber of programses deslgned to
provide gxpanded mervices to disabled persons in the fielde of education,
vocational tralning and employment, among others. Relerence ls alad mades Lo
moasures thot will bea baken in ohservance of Intecnatlonsl Year for Disabled
Pergons to study the probless Involved in assleting and protecting disabled
peceons, and the best wvaye of dolng so. In the Unlon of Soviet Soacialisk
Republics, Ehe latest, of tenth, five-year plan provides [or & set of mgagures
designed to make furbther Improve=enta In the conditlons and rules governlng the
award of disabllity and other pensions; to leprove living conditions and cultural
services for dizabled persons living in homes for aged workers and disabled
persons snd o epnsure that Incressing numbare of such instltutlions meat modern
atandarde. Actlon ia planned to expand prosthetic and orthotic asaistance. In
the tmlked Republlc of Cameroon, the Governmant envisages, within lts fourth
tive-year development plan, bo establish a nev rehabllitatlon centee for the bllind
in the northern part of the counkry and gheltered workshopas In the capltal.
Wlunt.:? organizaticns are also expected to expand existing facilitien and at
least one new centre for handicapped children is belng planned. The GCovernment
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has pointed cut, howewer, that Lln the developlng countrles thare aAce often
insursocuntable S1ficulties encountered in financing these kinds of social
projecte and suggests that the International organizatlione concerned ahould
conslider ways of providing support, within the framework of International Year [or
Disabled Persons, for lnatance, bo finance projects that seek bo isprove the
cendltions of 1ife of disabled persona in Seveloplng countries.

7. In his ceport on International Year for Disabled Farsona [AS)1/288) ko the
thirty-second mesalon of the Ceneral Asmembly, the Secretary-General proposed,
among athar things, that a drafe for & long-ters prograsss Of sction, alming at
the isplesentation of the Declaraticna on the Rights of Disabled Personz and on
the Rightsa of Mentally Retarded Persons, the isplementatlon ©f the chiectives of
Intecnational Year for Disabled Persons and asaistlng developlng countries In
particular In dealgning national programsen for these purposes, bo prepared for
consideration by the Comaipslon for Soclal Developsent at its twenty-seventh
sesslon in Janvary-Pebruacy 1981 and, theeowgh the Comalsalon, By the Economic and
soclal Councll and Genersl Assembly the sese year. The propusal was approved by
the Assembly In its resolution 317116 of 16 Decesber 1976 on International Year
for Dlasbled Persons. Accordingly, preparatory work for drafelng such 8 progr e
of action has beguh.

Iv. CONCLUSION

6B. There i» not much o add to the statement of the conmultant of the
Intecnational League of Sccleties for the Mentally Fandlicapped, ceferred to in
pacsgpaph 59 above. The statement was sade in reference to Ehe Declaration
concefning sentally retarded persons, and noted that leplessntation was stlll
ipccaplets in all counteles, although the Declaration had bDean proclaised In 1371
Since the Declacatlon on the Rights of Dlsabled Persons was b proclaimed untbll
1575, it is understandable that it has nobt yet besn fully isplesented.

£5. As Is evidenced by some of the plane for future mépsurss desciibed above, &

?rut deal can be done - and indeed has alieady been done and In belrng planned -
rn many countriee, to inciease the posslbllities for disabled persons to enjoy the

rights proclaimed in the Declaration on thelr rights. ©On the other hand; as has
been polnted ocut by the Covernment of the United Republic of Camsroon, there ate
in the developlng counteies often Lnsurmountable ALfficultiza lnvelved in the
Financing of the kinds of socisl projects that would oake It possible to prosote
srrvices through which the enjoyment of the proclalmed rights would materlallze,
aven Lf only gradually. Greater #fforts are required to osalst developing

counktr iea in planning and establlshing the needed services. In this respect, the
action planned, within the framework of International Year for Disabled Persons,
by Intetnationsl crqganizations as well as Covernmsents, Including thoss of many
developing countelen, Ehould prove wseful.

.irlq--
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Appendix
RECENT UNITED HATIOHS FUBLICATIONS IM THE FIFLD OF REHASILITATION

Obhstacles Limitl the Access Of Dlsabled Children o Rehabilitation Services and
Educaklion {(Sale= Mo, E.76.IV.H).

Soclal Barriers to the Intwaration of Disabled Persons into Community Life. Report
of an Ewperkt Group MHeesking (Sales Fo. E. '.|".|',.|f1'|.|' 6} .

Behabllication of the Dlsabled, *he Socisl and Ecenomie Isplicaticns of
Investments in this Field [Sales Mo. E.77.IV.11}.

PUBLICATIONS PRINTED FORft THE UMITER HATIOMS BY
RO -G ERNHENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Barrier-Free Deslon, Report of a United Mations Fwpert Group Meeting [New York,
Rohatilication Internaticnal, 197%).

Social and Economic Condiklons of the Hentally Retarded in Selected Counteies
(Brussels, Internstional Lmague of Socinties for the Henbslly Handicapped, L9TE).

Rehabilitacion Servicea fac the Blind (Paris, World Council for the Welfare of
the Blind, 19%7).




