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In Jrnuary 1980 and o.lso t h i s yea.r i n memoro-nd-a sent to the United Nattions 
Human Rights Commission, the World Peace Council denounced the " i n s t i t u t i o n r J i z e d 
character'' of tho practice of d.isa,ppearance of persons for p o l i t i c a l геэ-sons, i n 
several countries i n Latin America,, 

The VJPC has îreceived constant denuncia.tions by organizations, rela.tives â nd 
fiïlends of persons missing for p o l i t i c a l reasons. We \rlsh to caJ.l a,ttention to the 
fact that t h i s practice has continued i n a number of countries. 

This method, of p o l i t i c a l repression varies from one country to acnother, but — 
irrespect.ive of the numbers involved, which aJso vary - i n a l l these countries i t 
represents г.. v i o l a t i o n of most elemento.ry hiunâ n rights; 

Arrest or kidiia.pping of persons bySta,te bodies or others, v;hich carry out 
t h e i r actions with complete impunity, subsequently, the authorities refuse to 
ciClaiowledge that the persons affected. ha.ve bee.n detained. In some countries the 
corpses of missing persons a.re found, abaaid-oned, generally with signs of torture, 
i n other's the fate of these prisoners remains 'unknown, unless л secret cemetery i s 
accidentally d-iscovei-ed. 

I t i s suspected tha,t missing persons a.re kept i n prisons, concentration câ mps, 
police sta.tions, t h e i r wherecJbouts hov/ever i s alv/ays concea.led. The r e l a t i v e s l i v e 
under the t e r r i b l e uncertainty of knowing .nothing about them. Theirs i s permanent 
pilgrimage, always unsuccessful, from police stations to m i l i t a r y ga.rrisons aaid. 
authorities, presenting habeas coj?pus writs before the courts and leading aJways to 
fr u s t r a t i o n due to a justice which provides no hope. 

GE.8I-I2296 

file:///rlsh


E/CH.4/Sub.2/WGO/lOl 
page 2 

This problem has reached the stage where c o n f l i c t s have arisen and d i f f i c u l t i e s 
hcive been encoimtered i n the interpretation of- c i v i l l a v s covering issues of 
presumed death or abandonment due to fortuitous circumstancescatastrophes or 
accidents,, the prescribed laws which do not cover the cases of ; disappearances 
discussed here. 

I t has been proved that the "disappearance" of persons has become an 
international practice of p o l i t i c a l suppression. We pointed out i n oui- memoranda 
mentioned above, that many citizens from one country have "disappeared" i n another 
country end evidence has been established on the collaboration of the security 
services of voxious countries. 

"No one s h a l l be subjected to arbitrary arrests, detention or e x i l e " , state 
c i r t i c l e 9 of the Universal Declaration of Human nights, and other a r t i c l e s of the 
penal code. Persons who disappear f o r p o l i t i c a l reasons however э,ге denied even 
those rights which are generally granted to the most dangerous criminals i n the 
above-mentioned countries. 

The Vforld Peace Council would'Tike to draw the attention, of„the Sub-Commission 
to t h i s hideous and inhujman practice a,ffooting thousands of persons. World public 
opinion considers that no statute of l i m i t a t i o n should supply to such crimes a,nd 
that the investigations both into previous a,s well as into current cases should 
contimie unremittently. There елге thousands of missing persons unaccoimted for by 
the Governments concerned. 

To support our statement ела supply further evidence we are prepared to present 
to you a number of documents. 

The VJPC stresses the necessity of having these gra,ve violations of human rights 
discussed by the United Nations organs concerned. I t also urges that a Specia,! 
Inquiry Commission be set up to investigate the cases on the spot and inform the 
world community of i t s findings. 


