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non-governmental organization on the roster 

The Secretary-General has received the following communication, 
which i s c i r c u l a t e d i n accordance with Economic and S o c i a l Council 
r e s o l u t i o n 1296 (XLIV). 

[4 July 1992] 

1. The International Federation of Action of Christians f o r the A b o l i t i o n of 
Torture (IFACAT), to which belong 15 associations and 35,000 people i n Europe, 
A f r i c a , Asia and the Americas, wishes to draw the Sub-Commission's attention 
to the grave v i o l a t i o n s of hvunan r i g h t s i n Peru. In t h i s country, where 
democracy was restored over 10 years ago, there has been no improvement i n the 
human rights s i t u a t i o n . On the contrary, and e s p e c i a l l y since the a r b i t r a r y 
measures i n s t i t u t e d by President Fujimori on 5 A p r i l l a s t , violence has grown 
without a h a l t . In the past 11 years there have been over 20,000 victims. 
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2. According to a report by the Coordinadora Nacional de Derechos 
Humanos, 3,100 people were victims of p o l i t i c a l violence i n 1991. The 
Shining Path was responsible for 1,500 cases and the armed forces 
for 1,300; 300 persons disappeared. In 1989, the Coordinadora 
reported 2,900 cases of assassination and 300 cases of disappearance and 
i n 1990, 3,400 cases of assassination and 246 disappearances. 
Between 1 January and 20 A p r i l 1992, there were a t o t a l of 725 victims of 
p o l i t i c a l violence and 30 disappearances. 

3. During the f i r s t s i x months of t h i s year, the members of IFACAT 
took action over 11 cases of disappearance, 42 cases of detention 
incommunicado, 2 cases of torture, 5 cases of e x t r a j u d i c i a r y 
execution, 37 cases of death i n detention and 7 cases of death threats. 
IFACAT requests the Sub-Commission to adopt a r e s o l u t i o n expressing i t s 
concern at the grave and systematic v i o l a t i o n s of human ri g h t s and 
recommending to the Commission on Human Rights the appointment of a 
s p e c i a l rapporteur for Peru. 

4. IFACAT has also made representations on several occasions to the 
Commission on Human Rights concerning the problem of impunity for the 
perpetrators of acts of torture or c r u e l , inhuman or degrading treatment, 
which are p r o h i b i t e d by a r t i c l e 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and by a l l the i n t e r n a t i o n a l conventions and covenants. IFACAT urgently 
wishes to ra i s e t h i s question again with the Sub-Commission. I t i s now proven 
that f a i l u r e by State a u t h o r i t i e s to make arrangements to ensure the 
prosecution and d i s c i p l i n i n g of perpetrators of such infringements of the 
d i g n i t y of the human person causes the worsening and m u l t i p l i c a t i o n of such 
offences. Because of t h e i r r e f u s a l to act, or t h e i r i n f l u e n c i n g of t h e i r 
national j u d i c i a r i e s so that they do not act, the governmental a u t h o r i t i e s of 
a great many countries, on a l l continents, are d i r e c t l y responsible for the 
m u l t i p l i c a t i o n of cases of torture. For that reason, IFACAT requests the 
members of the Sub-Commission to take a l l appropriate steps to ensure that the 
a l l too frequent p r a c t i c e of impunity i s again denounced and that States 
commit themselves to making every e f f o r t to ensure i t s genuine elimination. 


