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1 . "I l i k e t o b e l i e v e , and I do b e l i e v e , t h a t d e s p i t e a l l o f h i s f r a i l i t i e s 
and f o l l i e s man w i l l n o t o n l y s u r v i v e on e a r t h t h r o u g h r e a s o n , common s e n s e , 
and t he w i l l t o l i v e , b u t t h a t t h r o u g h t h e u n l i m i t e d c r e a t i v e c a p a c i t y o f h i s 
g e n i u s , he w i l l c o n t i n u e t o a d v a n c e . " 1 / These a r e t he l a s t words a d d r e s s e d 
t o t he U n i t e d N a t i o n s by t he l a t e R a l p h B u n c h e , U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 
( I n t e r n a t i o n a l ) , as he s t r a i n e d , r e a d i n g f r o m huge c a r d s h e l d i n h i s hands -
hands t h a t u s e d h i g h e s t d i p l o m a c y t o f i g h t f o r the r i g h t s o f a l l w h i l e he 
p e r s o n a l l y r o s e above the d o u b l e d i s c r i m i n a t i o n o f r a c i s m and d i s a b i l i t y . 

2 . In s o l i d a r i t y w i t h R a l p h Bunche , may we s h a r e t h a t we l i k e t o b e l i e v e , 
and we do b e l i e v e , t h a t t he d e v e l o p m e n t o f i n s t r u m e n t s f o r t h e p r e v e n t i o n 
o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and t he p r o t e c t i o n o f m i n o r i t i e s r e a d s l i k e a roadmap 
t h r o u g h w h i c h one c a n c h a r t e f f o r t s t o a d v a n c e . A l i t a n y o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
i n s t r u m e n t s e x i s t s t h r o u g h w h i c h human r i g h t s c a n be enhanced . . . i f 
i n d i v i d u a l s and Governments a p p l y t h e i r w i l l and u t i l i z e t h e i r c r e a t i v i t y t o 
e n f o r c e t hem. 2/ Ъ/ 
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3 . Many p e o p l e seem t o v i e w " d i f f e r e n t i s s u e s " o f human r i g h t s as i f t hey 
were s e p a r a t e e x p l o s i o n s i l l u m i n a t i n g t he b a t t l e g r o u n d o f s u r v i v a l . O t h e r s 
c l e a r l y see the i n t e r r e l a t e d n e s s o f a l l l i f e and v i e w the " i s s u e s " as 
c o n n e c t e d spokes w i t h i n a p r a y e r - w h e e l s p i n n i n g f o r p e a c e . One " i s s u e " t h a t 
c l e a r l y d e m o n s t r a t e s t h i s l a t t e r v i e w , i s " d i s a b i l i t y " . D i s a b i l i t y t h r u s t s 
i t s e l f i n t o e v e r y c u l t u r e , r a c e , age g r o u p and o t h e r s o c i a l d e l i n e a t i o n . I t 
knows w e l l i l l e g a l d e t e n t i o n and t o r t u r e ; i t knows w e l l t he i n d i g e n o u s ; i t 
knows w e l l women and c h i l d r e n ; i t knows w e l l p o l i c i e s o f r a c i a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , s e g r e g a t i o n and a p a r t h e i d ; and t r a g i c a l l y , i t knows t o o w e l l 
t he l a c k o f i n d e p e n d e n c e and i m p a r t i a l i t y o f the j u d i c i a r y . 

4 . I t i s w i t h p a r t i c u l a r j o y t h a t we n o t e t h a t the r e p o r t on human r i g h t s 
and d i s a b i l i t y by S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r L e a n d r o Despouy now j o i n s t h e body o f 
e s s e n t i a l human r i g h t s i n s t r u m e n t s . To commend M r . Despouy f o r h i s p e r s o n a l 
i n s i g h t and g r e a t s e n s i t i v i t y t o the r i g h t s o f i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s 
wou ld no t be e n o u g h . To commend M r . Despouy f o r h i s s e r i o u s e f f o r t s t o g a t h e r 
t he immense body o f i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e and h a v i n g p r e s e n t e d i t i n a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e way wou ld no t be enough . To commend M r . Despouy f o r h i s 
c o n t i n u i n g openness t o e x p e r t s w i t h i n t he p o p u l a t i o n who a r e d i s a b l e d wou ld 
n o t be e n o u g h . What must be done i s t o t a k e t h i s r e p o r t and t r a n s f o r m i t i n t o 
a c t i o n , as a m a t t e r o f u r g e n c y . 

5 . As e x p r e s s e d i n he r e x t e n s i v e s t u d y " S t a t u s o f the i n d i v i d u a l and 
c o n t e m p o r a r y l a w " ( E / C N . 4 / S u b . 2 / 1 9 8 9 / 4 0 ) , S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r E r i c a - I r e n e Daes 
s h a r p l y b r i n g s t o ou r a t t e n t i o n t h a t p o l i t i c a l e x p r e s s i o n and p o l i t i c a l w isdom 
a r e no t a l w a y s synonymous . However , under he r s t u d y ' s l a r g e r t i t l e o f 
" P r o m o t i o n , p r o t e c t i o n and r e s t o r a t i o n o f human r i g h t s a t n a t i o n a l , r e g i o n a l 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l s " , i t i s h e a r t e n i n g t o see e q u a l l y c l e a r l y t h a t 
r e s o l u t i o n s p a s s e d a t the S u b - C o m m i s s i o n l e v e l c a r r y a l e g a l o r q u a s i - l e g a l 
f o r c e and c a n be e f f e c t i v e i n s t r u m e n t s . 

6 . The d i s t i n g u i s h e d M r . D a n i l o T u r k , w r o t e : " e v e r y c o n q u e s t o f a c o r n e r o f 
f r e e d o m , a c h i e v e d t h r o u g h t he c o u r a g e o f t he v e r y poo r i n d e f e n d i n g human 
d i g n i t y , opens up s o c i e t y as a who le t o a r e n o v a t i o n o f i t s human r i g h t s 
p r a c t i c e " ( E / C N . 4 / S u b . 2 / 1 9 9 0 / 1 9 ) . A w e l l - s u b s t a n t i t a t e d f a c t i s t h a t 
i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s a r e t h e p o o r e s t o f t he p o o r . I n d e e d , t h i s g roup 
t h r o u g h d e f e n d i n g human d i g n i t y i s o p e n i n g up s o c i e t y as a who le t o r e n o v a t i o n . 

7 . V i o l a t i o n s o f human d i g n i t y a n d , t h e r e f o r e , o f human r i g h t s a r e l i k e a 
v i r u s t h a t has n o t y e t been c h e c k e d . T h e r e f o r e , Human R i g h t s A d v o c a t e s wou ld 
l i k e t o f o c u s on two a s p e c t s : p r e v e n t i o n and c u r e . The m e c h a n i c s o f 
p r e v e n t i o n i n m e d i c i n e , f o r i n s t a n c e , t a k e many fo rms d e p e n d i n g upon t h e 
n a t u r e o f t he v i r u s . In the c a s e o f human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n j e c t e d i n t o t h e ' 
m a i n s t r e a m o f l i f e , t he p r e v e n t a t i v e measu res a r e t i t r a t e d f r om one e s s e n t i a l 
e l e m e n t f r om w h i c h many h e a l i n g compounds may be c r e a t e d : t h a t e s s e n t i a l 
e l e m e n t i s " a t t i t u d e " . 

8 . A t t i t u d e , as M r . Despouy so e l o q u e n t l y shows , i s the key i n h i b i t o r : he 
c h o o s e s t o d e p a r t f r o m t h e " c l a s s i c a l a p p r o a c h . . . w h i c h does n o t r e g a r d i t 
( d i s a b i l i t y ) a s s o m e t h i n g w h i c h c o n c e r n s us a l l " ; V b e c a u s e p e r s o n s l i v e w i t h 
" s o c i a l and p h y s i c a l b a r r i e r s w h i c h p r e v e n t t h e i r i n t e g r a t i o n and f u l l 
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p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t he commun i t y . As a r e s u i t , m i l l i o n s o f c h i l d r e n and a d u l t s , 
t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d , a r e s e g r e g a t e d and d e p r i v e d o f v i r t u a l l y a l l t h e i r 
r i g h t s , and l e a d a w r e t c h e d , m a r g i n a l l i f e " » 5/ t h u s , " i t i s e s s e n t i a l t o r i d 
o u r s e l v e s o f any f e e l i n g s o f p i t y o r c o m m i s e r a t i o n . We a r e n o t d e a l i n g w i t h a 
s t r i c t l y h u m a n i t a r i a n p r o b l e m , s t i l l l e s s w i t h a s i t u a t i o n r e q u i r i n g ou r 
c h a r i t y " ; 6^/ " t h e o b l i g a t i o n ( i s ) t o do what i s n e c e s s a r y t o e n a b l e p e r s o n s 
w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s t o e n j o y t he e f f e c t i v e e x e r c i s e o f a l l t h e i r human r i g h t s on 
an e q u a l f o o t i n g w i t h o t h e r s " . 2/ T h i s e x p o s i t i o n o f a t t i t u d i n a l c h a n g e s 
n e c e s s a r y t o p r e v e n t t he f u r t h e r e r o s i o n o f human r i g h t s f o r i n d i v i d u a l s 
a l r e a d y d i s a b l e d i s f u r t h e r expanded as the r e p o r t d e l v e s i n t o t he c a u s a l 
f a c t o r s o f d i s a b i l i t y i t s e l f . 8 / Each c a u s e i s d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o a g r o s s 
v i o l a t i o n o f u n i v e r s a l human r i g h t s , ^ / o r a d i s t o r t e d a p p l i c a t i o n o f them. 1 0 / 

9 . T h i s o b s e r v e r (no t r e p r e s e n t i n g Human R i g h t s A d v o c a t e s a t the t i m e ) had 
t he p r i v i l e g e o f a t t e n d i n g t he Permanent P e o p l e ' s T r i b u n a l e a r l i e r t h i s y e a r 
i n t h e u n i t e d S t a t e s a t Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y . I t f o c u s e d on " i n d u s t r i a l and 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l h a z a r d s and human r i g h t s " . The T r i b u n a l h e a r d o r a l t e s t i m o n y 
and r e c e i v e d o t h e r e v i d e n c e f r om v i c t i m s o f i n d u s t r i a l d i s a s t e r s f r om J a p a n , 
I n d i a , t he M a r s h a l l I s l a n d s , t he U n i t e d Kingdom and v a r i o u s p a r t s o f the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s . Examined w a s , t e s t i m o n y c o n c e r n i n g h a z a r d o u s t e c h n o l o g i e s and 
p r o d u c t s r a n g i n g f r om t h o s e u s e d i n war (Agent O r a n g e ) , t o d e v i c e s o r d r u g s 
( D a l k o n S h i e l d and D E S ) , a s b e s t o s p o i s o n i n g , the c o n t i n u i n g d i s a b l i n g e f f e c t s 
f r om r a d i a t i o n e x p o s u r e due t o a t o m i c t e s t i n g o r t he u n s a f e m i n i n g and 
p r o c e s s i n g o f r a d i o a c t i v e m a t e r i a l s , m e r c u r y p o i s o n i n g i n J a p a n , w o r k e r s 
k i l l e d and d y i n g t h r o u g h i n d u s t r i a l w a s t e h a z a r d s o r t o x i c f umes , i n c l u d i n g 
t he v i c t i m s o f t he gas d i s a s t e r i n B h o p a l , I n d i a . 

1 0 . S e v e r a l p e o p l e a t t he T r i b u n a l wanted a l s o t o a t t e n d t h i s y e a r ' s 
S u b - C o m m i s s i o n t o u rge t he d i r e c t l i n k a g e o f human r i g h t s w i t h p r e v e n t a t i v e 
measures c o n c e r n i n g d i s a b i l i t y . T h e i r own h e a l t h and f i n a n c i a l r e s t r a i n t s d i d 
n o t p e r m i t t h i s . A copy o f t h e T r i b u n a l d e c i s i o n i s a v a i l a b l e t h r o u g h t h e 
C e n t r e f o r Human R i g h t s . H o p e f u l l y , one o f t he t e s t i m o n i e s w i l l s e r v e as a 
s t i m u l a n t t o t h o s e who a r e f o c u s i n g on t he p r e v e n t a t i v e s i d e o f d i s a b i l i t y . 

1 1 . T e s t i m o n y g i v e n a t t h e T r i b u n a l by P r e n t i c e T a y l o r and Dan B r o o k s o f 
W o r k e r s A g a i n s t T o x i c C h e m i c a l H a z a r d s o f Y o u n g s t o w n , O h i o , spoke 
p o w e r f u l l y abou t how i t was a b l e t o g e t G e n e r a l M o t o r s t o " c l e a n u p " . 1 1 / 1 2 / 
1 3 / 1 4 / 1 5 / Tha t s t o r y u n d e r l i n e d one o f t he j u d g e s ' o p i n i o n s : " i t i s 
e s s e n t i a l t o r e c o g n i z e t he e x i s t i n g p e r s o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e managers 
o f s u c h c o r p o r a t i o n s and a g e n c i e s , as w e l l as o t h e r c o n c e r n e d p u b l i c 
o f f i c i a l s " . 1 6 / 

1 2 . I s t h a t no t echoed c l e a r l y i n the Despouy r e p o r t ? I s i t no t t he 
n o r m a t i v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f commun i t y , as a w h o l e , t o a d d r e s s as i n d i v i d u a l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t he e r a d i c a t i o n o f the a t t i t u d i n a l v i r u s t h a t n o t o n l y f e e d s 
t he v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s b u t a l s o spawns them? 

1 3 . As o f t e n w i t h m e d i c i n e , i n h e r e n t i n t he p r e v e n t a t i v e measu res c a n be the 
c u r e . I f h e a l t h y a t t i t u d e s c o n c e r n i n g human r i g h t s i n g e n e r a l a r e enhanced 
t h r o u g h e d u c a t i o n , m e d i a , l e g i s l a t i v e and j u d i c i a l p r o c e s s e s , e t c . , and 
p o w e r f u l l y l i n k e d t o t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l B i l l o f Human R i g h t s , c u r e s l i k e t h e 
t r a n s f e r o f i n d e p e n d e n c e - p r o m o t i n g t e c h n o l o g y t o d e v e l o p i n g n a t i o n s w i l l be 
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n o r m a t i v e ; e l i m i n a t i n g any m u t i l a t i o n o f an i n d i v i d u a l , f o r w h a t e v e r r e a s o n , 
w i l l be n o r m a t i v e ; c r e a t i n g e n v i r o n m e n t s where c h o i c e s f o r a c c e s s t o 
e d u c a t i o n , w o r k , and a l l a s p e c t s o f l i f e f o r a l l w i l l be n o r m a t i v e ; t he 
e x i s t e n c e o f an o m b u d s m a n / o f f i c e w i l l be n o r m a t i v e . I t wou ld n o t be n e c e s s a r y 
f o r us he re t o c r e a t e a s p e c i a l r e s o l u t i o n c o n c e r n i n g a c c e s s , even a t the 
P a l a i s i n G e n e v a , f o r t he d i s a b l e d , i n c l u d i n g the d e a f and b l i n d , e n a b l i n g 
t h e i r f u l l p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t he U n i t e d N a t i o n s p r o c e s s . 

1 4 . The o n l y r e a l q u e s t i o n i s : Do we have the w i l l and do we c h o o s e t o d e l v e 
i n t o the d e p t h s o f ou r own c r e a t i v i t y , o r a r e we g o i n g t o c o n t i n u e t o a l l o w 
the v i r u s o f o u r own a t t i t u d e s t o d i s a b l e e a c h o f us and ou r w o r l d ? Can we 
s a y , w i t h R a l p h B u n c h e , "I l i k e t o b e l i e v e , and I do b e l i e v e , t h a t d e s p i t e a l l 
o f h i s f r a i l t i e s and f o l l i e s man w i l l n o t o n l y s u r v i v e on e a r t h t h r o u g h 
r e a s o n , common s e n s e , and t he w i l l t o l i v e , b u t t h a t t h r o u g h t h e u n l i m i t e d 
c r e a t i v e c a p a c i t y o f h i s g e n i u s , he w i l l c o n t i n u e t o a d v a n c e " . 1 7 / We l i k e 
t o b e l i e v e , and we do b e l i e v e . . . 

We c a n ; we m u s t i 
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