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o f M i n o r i t i e s 

F o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n 
Agenda i t e m 18 

PROTECTION OF MINORITIES 

W r i t t e n s t a t e m e n t s u b m i t t e d by I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f E d u c a t o r s f o r 
W o r l d P e a c e , a n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i n c o n s u l t a t i v e s t a t u s 

( c a t e g o r y I I ) 

The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l has r e c e i v e d the f o l l o w i n g c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
w h i c h i s c i r c u l a t e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 1296 ( X L I V ) . 

[26 Augus t 1991] 

1 . " A l l men a r e b o r n e q u a l . Some a r e more e q u a l t han o t h e r s " 
(George O r w e l l ) . T h i s i s a v e r y w e l l - k n o w n and much q u o t e d and m i s q u o t e d 
s a y i n g . The f a c t i s , howeve r , t h a t t h e r e a r e many i n e q u a l i t i e s t h a t e x i s t a l l 
a round u s . The d i s a b l e d p e o p l e o f the w o r l d , and t h e y a r e o f the l a r g e s t 
m i n o r i t y - n e a r l y 600 m i l l i o n o f us a r e t he most u n e q u a l o f a l l g r o u p s . I t 
t ook us many y e a r s o f s t r u g g l e a n d , as the c l i c h é g o e s , " w i t h much b l o o d , 
sweat and t e a r s " t o g e t a document s u c h as t he W o r l d Programme o f A c t i o n 
c o n c e r n i n g D i s a b l e d P e r s o n s t o be w r i t t e n and adop ted by U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y ( r e s o l u t i o n 37 /52 ) i n December 1982 . To we who a r e d i s a b l e d , 
t he most v i t a l o f the t h r e e p a r t s embod ied i n t h i s , t h e "Magna C a r t a " o f 
d i s a b l e d p e o p l e , i s the l a s t s e c t i o n , namely the e q u a l i z a t i o n o f o p p o r t u n i t y . 
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2 . D i s a b l e d P e o p l e s ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l , and o t h e r d i s a b l e d p e o p l e as w e l l , 
d e e p l y a p p r e c i a t e the o p p o r t u n i t y g i v e n t o us by t he Sub -Conun i ss i on on t h e 
P r e v e n t i o n o f D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n o f M i n o r i t i e s t o have our v o i c e s 
h e a r d . F u r t h e r m o r e , we a r e i n d e e d d o u b l y p l e a s e d t o have a S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r 
i n M r . L e a n d r o Despouy , who has so e m p a t h e t i c a l l y r e f l e c t e d most o f ou r 
v i e w s . We c o n s i d e r the e q u a l i z a t i o n o f o p p o r t u n i t i e s , as e n u n c i a t e d i n t h e 
W o r l d Programme o f A c t i o n , u n d e r l i n e d i n t he r e p o r t on human r i g h t s and 
d i s a b i l i t y ( E / C N . 4 / 1 9 9 1 / 3 1 ) and most e f f e c t i v e l y s u p p o r t e d by t he members o f 
t he S u b - C o m m i s s i o n t o be v i t a l t o human r i g h t s v a l u e s f o r d i s a b l e d p e o p l e . I t 
i s ou r hope t h a t t h i s f i r s t s t e p w i l l l e a d t o d i s a b l e d p e o p l e b e i n g e q u a l t o 
t h e i r n o n - d i s a b l e d c o m p a t r i o t s i n a l l a s p e c t s o f l i f e and l i v i n g . 
P a r a g r a p h s 203 -217 o f t he r e p o r t a d d r e s s i s s u e s t h a t a r e o f v i t a l i m p o r t a n c e . 

3 . The W o r l d Programme o f A c t i o n t a l k s i n te rms o f r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . However , 
t h i s p r e s u p p o s e s s e v e r a l f u n d a m e n t a l p r e c o n d i t i o n s , namely t h a t r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
s e r v i c e s a r e c o n s i d e r e d " g o o d " f o r t h e d i s a b l e d p e r s o n . T h i s may w e l l be the 
c a s e . However , a d i s a b l e d p e r s o n f e e l s h e / s h e i s no t i n c h a r g e o f what i s 
b e i n g done t o h i m / h e r o r what the outcome w i l l b e . T h e r e f o r e , f o r t h i s t o be 
e f f e c t i v e , t h e r e must be two i m p o r t a n t p r e c o n d i t i o n s : 

(a) The d i s a b l e d p e r s o n must n e c e s s a r i l y be p a r t o f h i s / h e r 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n p r o c e s s ; i f , h o w e v e r , h e / s h e i s u n a b l e e f f e c t i v e l y t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s p r o c e s s , t h e n t he d i s a b l e d p e r s o n s h o u l d have t he r i g h t t o 
nom ina te a p e r s o n t o be h i s / h e r a d v o c a t e ; 

(b) The r e h a b i l i t a t i o n p r o c e s s must work w i t h i n p r e d e t e r m i n e d t i m e f r a m e s 
and w i t h the a p p r o v a l and a c c e p t a n c e o f t he p e r s o n c o n c e r n e d . T h i s p r o c e s s 
and i t s d u r a t i o n s h o u l d be e x p l a i n e d p r i o r t o i t s commencement. 

4 . W h i l e a p p l a u d i n g t he W o r l d H e a l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n ' s i n i t i a t i v e s and t he 
g r e a t s u c c e s s t hey have had w i t h t he Commun i t y -based R e h a b i l i t a t i o n S e r v i c e s , 
we now f e e l t h a t i t i s t i m e l y t o s h i f t t he emphas i s f rom the r e h a b i l i t a t i v e 
p r o c e s s t o the i n t e g r a t i v e one i n the commun i t y . 

5 . R e h a b i l i t a t i o n t e n d s t o p l a c e a l l t he a c t i v i t i e s o f r e t u r n i n g i n t o t h e 
communi ty s q u a r e l y on t he r e h a b i l i t e e . T h i s i s now f o u n d t o be somewhat 
u n f a i r . Not o n l y was t he d i s a b l e d p e r s o n r e q u i r e d t o make the c o n s c i o u s 
e f f o r t a t a d j u s t m e n t , h e / s h e a l s o had t o make t he p h y s i o l o g i c a l , p h y s i c a l and 
s o c i a l t r a n s i t i o n f r om a n o n - d i s a b l e d p e r s o n t o one w i t h d i s a b i l i t y . 

6 . I t i s , h o w e v e r , c o n s i d e r e d t o be more l o g i c a l f o r t h e Government t o t a k e 
the n e c e s s a r y s t e p s t o make t he e n v i r o n m e n t more a c c e s s i b l e t o a l l i t s 
c i t i z e n s , i n c l u d i n g p e o p l e w i t h d i s a b i l i t y , women and c h i l d r e n . 

7 . I n t e g r a t i o n , a t a l l l e v e l s , s h o u l d be t h e modus o p e r a n d i f o r t h e 1990s 
and b e y o n d , i n the f i e l d o f e d u c a t i o n and t r a i n i n g , c u l t u r a l and s o c i a l 
a c t i v i t i e s , economic and p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m s , h o u s i n g , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and i n 
a r e a s o f r e c r e a t i o n . 
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D i s a b i l i t y r i g h t s and w e l f a r e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n 

8 . The common p r a c t i c e o f Governments t o l e a v e t he d i s a b i l i t y i s s u e i n the 
hands o f " c h a r i t y " o r " w e l f a r e " has r e s u l t e d i n s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n s and 
d i s r e g a r d o f d i s a b i l i t y r i g h t s . Governments t e n d t o make l aws t h a t p r o t e c t 
w e l f a r e i n s t i t u t i o n s a g a i n s t e f f o r t s by d i s a b l e d p e o p l e t o p r o t e c t t h e i r 
human r i g h t s , s u c h as the r i g h t t o a minimum wage, f reedom o f c h o i c e and 
a c c e p t a b l e w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s . T h e r e f o r e , t o r e s o l v e t h i s p r o b l e m . 
Governments s h o u l d be r e q u i r e d t o t a k e up t h e i r s o c i a l and economic 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s t o w a r d s d i s a b l e d p e o p l e and n o t l e a v e t h a t e n t i r e l y i n t h e 
hands o f c h a r i t y . T h i s s h o u l d be a r i g h t p r o t e c t e d by l a w . 

9 . D e m o c r a t i z a t i o n o f the p r o c e s s o f f o r m u l a t i n g and i m p l e m e n t i n g 
l e g i s l a t i o n i s e s s e n t i a l . I n v o l v i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f d i s a b l e d p e o p l e i n b o t h 
t h e s e p r o c e s s e s w i l l e n s u r e t h a t d i s a b l e d p e o p l e f u l l y e n j o y t h e i r r i g h t s and 
t h a t t h e i r r i g h t s a re t r u l y p r o t e c t e d by t he l a w . Mos t e x i s t i n g l e g i s l a t i v e 
measures a f f e c t i n g the r i g h t s o f t he d i s a b l e d have been the r e s u l t o f 
i n t e r v e n t i o n by p u b l i c w e l f a r e b o d i e s o r s o - c a l l e d e x p e r t s on d i s a b i l i t y who 
u s u a l l y n e v e r c o n s u l t d i s a b l e d p e o p l e o r t h e i r o r g a n i z a t i o n s . I t i s , 
t h e r e f o r e , n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h a t v e r y o f t e n the r e s u l t o f s u c h i n p u t s , namely 
t he e v e n t u a l l e g i s l a t i o n , o f t e n o p e r a t e s a g a i n s t t he d i s a b l e d p e o p l e i t i s 
supposed t o p r o t e c t . 

1 0 . The c o n c e p t o f c h a r i t y has c o n t r i b u t e d s u b s t a n t i a l l y t o t he d e g r a d a t i o n 
o f p e o p l e w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s and t o s e r i o u s a b u s e s o f f u n d a m e n t a l r i g h t s o f 
d i s a b l e d p e o p l e . Because d i s a b l e d p e o p l e have t o beg f o r c h a r i t y i n o r d e r t o 
e a t , d r i n k , g e t d r e s s e d , be e d u c a t e d and r e c e i v e m e d i c a l a t t e n t i o n , t h e y have 
been e x p e c t e d t o be g r a t e f u l as w e l l and no t t o " b i t e t he hand t h a t f e e d s 
t h e m " . 


