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W r i t t e n s t a t e m e n t o f D i s a b l e d P e o p l e s ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l , a 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i n c o n s u l t a t i v e s t a t u s 

( c a t e g o r y I I ) 

The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l has r e c e i v e d t he f o l l o w i n g c o m m u n i c a t i o n w h i c h i s 
c i r c u l a t e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 1296 ( X L I V ) . 

1. D i s a b l e d P e o p l e s ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l we lcomes t he f i n a l r e p o r t o f the 
S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r f o r human r i g h t s and d i s a b i l i t y , M r . L e a n d r o Despouy 
( E / C N . 4 / S u b . 2 / 1 9 9 1 / 3 1 ) . 

2 . D i s a b l e d P e o p l e s ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l , a c r o s s - d i s a b i l i t y c o a l i t i o n o f 
n e a r l y 100 n a t i o n a l a f f i l i a t e s m o s t l y f r om the d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s , began 
e f f o r t s i n 1982 t o p romote and p r o t e c t t h e human r i g h t s o f p e r s o n s w i t h 
d i s a b i l i t i e s and t o p r e v e n t d i s a b i l i t i e s c a u s e d by human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . 
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3 . The S u b - C o m m i s s i o n and t he C o m m i s s i o n r e s p o n d e d , and i n 1984 t h e 
S u b - C o m m i s s i o n named M r . Despouy S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r . S i n c e 1984 t he 
R a p p o r t e u r has worked c l o s e l y w i t h ou r o r g a n i z a t i o n and w i t h o t h e r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f d i s a b l e d p e o p l e s . We w i s h t o t a k e t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o t hank 
t he R a p p o r t e u r f o r h i s warm, p r o d u c t i v e and c o o p e r a t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h 
D i s a b l e d P e o p l e s ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l . A t a l l t i m e s he a c t e d w i t h t r u e 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f ou r o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s t h r e e b a s i c c o n c e p t s : f u l l p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
and e q u a l i t y , t he i m p o r t a n c e o f o u r own v o i c e ( the o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s mo t to i s 
Vox n o s t r a ) , and D P I ' s commitment t o p e a c e . R e g a r d i n g the l a s t c o n c e p t , DPI 
had r e p u b l i s h e d i t s Peace S t a t e m e n t and had made p u b l i c i t s s p e c i a l a p p e a l s 
f o r peace p r i o r t o t he i n i t i a t i o n o f armed h o s t i l i t i e s and had t r a n s m i t t e d 
them t o t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e u n i t e d S t a t e s , t h e P r ime M i n i s t e r o f Canada and 
t he S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o f t he U n i t e d N a t i o n s . We a r e e x t r e m e l y p l e a s e d t h a t 
t h r o u g h o u t h i s r e p o r t t h e R a p p o r t e u r e m p h a s i z e d t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween 
v i o l a t i o n s o f t he r u l e s o f w a r , inhumane weapons and the i n c i d e n c e o f 
t e m p o r a r y and permanent d i s a b i l i t y (see p a r a s . 119 -129 o f t h e r e p o r t ) . 

4 . DPI w i s h e s t o make some a d d i t i o n a l comments r e g a r d i n g M r . D e s p o u y ' s 
o u t s t a n d i n g s t u d y . We a r e p l e a s e d t h a t t h e S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r p o i n t e d o u t t h e 
s p e c i a l p r o b l e m s o f v u l n e r a b l e g r o u p s s u c h a s c h i l d r e n , women, i n d i g e n o u s 
p e o p l e s , m i g r a n t w o r k e r s and r e f u g e e s ( p a r a s . 130 -157 ) t h a t b e a r on t h e 
q u e s t i o n o f d i s a b i l i t y . 

5 . The R a p p o r t e u r has a l s o s t r e s s e d a n o t h e r p r i m e i s s u e f o r DPI - t h a t o f 
e x t r e m e p o v e r t y and u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t and t he i n c i d e n c e o f d i s a b i l i t y 
( p a r a s . 1 5 8 - 1 6 9 ) . In t h i s l i g h t , DPI s t r e s s e s the o b l i g a t i o n s o f t he 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l communi ty as a who le t o a d d r e s s p r e s s i n g i s s u e s o f h u m a n i t a r i a n 
c o n c e r n i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h i t s o b l i g a t i o n s under A r t i c l e 1 o f t he C h a r t e r o f 
t he U n i t e d N a t i o n s . The R a p p o r t e u r a l s o i n d i c a t e s a new i n i t i a t i v e o f the 
S u b - C o m m i s s i o n , t h a t o f human r i g h t s and t h e e n v i r o n m e n t , t h a t i s d i r e c t l y 
r e l a t e d t o t he i n c i d e n c e o f d i s a b i l i t y . 

6 . The R a p p o r t e u r a l s o d i s c u s s e s a p a r t h e i d and d i s a b i l i t y , a n o t h e r key i s s u e 
f o r DPI ( p a r a s . 1 7 0 - 1 7 3 ) . W h i l e we j o i n t h e R a p p o r t e u r i n n o t i n g t he r e c e n t 
p r o g r e s s i n S o u t h A f r i c a i n e l i m i n a t i n g a p a r t h e i d , we j o i n h im a l s o i n 
p o i n t i n g o u t t h a t c o n d i t i o n s a r e f a r f rom s a t i s f a c t o r y . DPI u r g e s t h e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l communi ty t o seek ways t o e n s u r e t h a t the i m p a c t o f l o n g y e a r s 
o f a p a r t h e i d , and o t h e r d i s c r i m i n a t o r y measu res on c a u s e s , c a r e , t r e a t m e n t and 
s e r v i c e s f o r p e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t y be t a k e n on as an i s s u e o f t he h i g h e s t 
p r i o r i t y . 

7 . D i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n a l l a r e a s a g a i n s t p e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s i s rampant 
w o r l d w i d e , and we a r e p l e a s e d t h a t t h e R a p p o r t e u r p r e s e n t e d many o f t he key 
i s s u e s i n t h i s enormous a r e a o f c o n c e r n . We t o t a l l y a g r e e w i t h h i s s t a t e m e n t 
t h a t the p r i m a r y o b l i g a t i o n t o s u p p r e s s d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and remove a l l b a r r i e r s 
t o f u l l i n t e g r a t i o n o f p e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s f a l l s on Governments 
( p a r a . 2 0 6 ) . Governments may n o t s i t i d l y by b u t must a c t t h e m s e l v e s i n t h i s 
a r e a . The re has been a d i s t r e s s i n g t e n d e n c y i n c e r t a i n d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s t o 
deny a d u t y i n t h i s a r e a and t o p a s s o f f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o " c h a r i t y " 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . We a f f i r m t h a t t h i s c o n s t i t u t e s a v i o l a t i o n o f t he r i g h t s o f 
d i s a b l e d p e r s o n s . 
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8 . S e c t i o n IV o f t h e r e p o r t c o n t a i n s a p a r t i c u l a r l y s a l i e n t d i s c u s s i o n o f 
t h e communi ty c a r e v e r s u s i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n d e b a t e . DPI s t r o n g l y o p p o s e s 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n e x c e p t i n t he most e x t r e m e o f c i r c u m s t a n c e s . We a p p l a u d 
t he R a p p o r t e u r ' s e m p h a s i s on what we c a l l t h e mandate f o r i n d e p e n d e n t l i v i n g -
w h i c h r e q u i r e s c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d and in -home c a r e . In no way may a b s e n c e o f 
t h e s e i n d e p e n d e n t l i v i n g s e r v i c e s be u s e d t o j u s t i f y i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n -
Governments a r e under a l e g a l d u t y t o a s s u r e t h a t t h e s e s e r v i c e s a r e a v a i l a b l e 
t h r o u g h gove rnmen t programmes o r o t h e r g o v e r n m e n t - s u p p o r t e d e f f o r t s . 

9 . The R a p p o r t e u r a l s o a d d r e s s e s t he i m p o r t a n c e o f o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f d i s a b l e d 
p e r s o n s and methods t o f a c i l i t a t e t h e i r f o r m a t i o n and f u n c t i o n i n g 
( p a r a s . 2 2 1 - 2 2 8 ) . To i l l u s t r a t e t h e i r i m p o r t a n c e i n t h i s f i e l d , we a r e 
c o n v i n c e d t h a t t he S u b - C o m m i s s i o n and C o m m i s s i o n wou ld no t have t a k e n up the 
q u e s t i o n o f human r i g h t s and d i s a b i l i t y were i t n o t f o r t he p r e s s u r e f rom 
D P I . In n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n s , we have been c o n s t a n t l y a p p a l l e d a t what 
n o n - d i s a b l e d p e r s o n s p l a n f o r d i s a b l e d p e r s o n s - w h e t h e r i n t e rms o f 
emp loyment , r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , i n d e p e n d e n t l i v i n g , w h e e l c h a i r d e s i g n , e d u c a t i o n , 
s p o r t s o r any o t h e r a r e a . We have c l e a r l y d e m o n s t r a t e d i n a number o f 
c o u n t r i e s t h a t o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f d i s a b l e d p e r s o n s and i n d i v i d u a l d i s a b l e d 
p e r s o n s a r e the b e s t r e s o u r c e s r e g a r d i n g ou r needs and t h e b e s t way t o d e l i v e r 
t hem. 

1 0 . O r g a n i z a t i o n s o f d i s a b l e d p e r s o n s a r e e s p e c i a l l y i m p o r t a n t b e c a u s e o f t he 
c r i t i c a l i s s u e o f r e m e d i e s f o r d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and o t h e r human r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s . DPI r e m a i n s e x t r e m e l y c o n c e r n e d b e c a u s e o f s e r i o u s d o m e s t i c 
b a r r i e r s t o r e d r e s s - whe the r b e c a u s e o f j u d i c i a l b a r r i e r s ( f a i l u r e o f 
Governments t o acknow ledge economic o r o t h e r r i g h t s , l a c k o f j u s t i c i a b l e 
l a w s , e t c . ) , l a c k o f l e g i s l a t i v e a c t i o n , e x e c u t i v e b r a n c h h o s t i l i t y , s o c i a l 
h o s t i l i t y . We a p p r e c i a t e t h a t t he R a p p o r t e u r p o i n t e d o u t t h i s p r o b l e m 
( p a r a s . 255-256) and a g r e e t h a t r e m e d i e s w o r l d w i d e a r e g o i n g t h r o u g h a p e r i o d 
o f t r a n s f o r m a t i o n . 

1 1 . R e h a b i l i t a t i o n i s a l s o a n e c e s s i t y t o e n s u r e the f u l l human r i g h t s o f 
p e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s . We i n s i s t on a mandate f o r r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . The 
R a p p o r t e u r p o i n t s o u t a number o f i s s u e s r e l a t i n g t o r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
( p a r a s . 2 3 3 - 2 4 1 ) . The R a p p o r t e u r m e n t i o n s I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labou r O r g a n i s a t i o n 
C o n v e n t i o n N o . 159 on R e h a b i l i t a t i o n and Employment ( D i s a b l e d P e r s o n s ) . DPI 
p a r t i c i p a t e d h e a v i l y i n t he deve lopmen t o f t h a t C o n v e n t i o n , and we rema in 
d i s t r e s s e d a t the low number o f r a t i f i c a t i o n s t h i s C o n v e n t i o n has r e c e i v e d . 
We u r g e S t a t e s t h a t have no t done so t o r a t i f y C o n v e n t i o n N o . 159 as an i s s u e 
o f h i g h e s t p r i o r i t y , e s p e c i a l l y i n l i g h t o f the c o n c l u s i o n o f the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s Decade o f D i s a b l e d P e r s o n s i n 1 9 9 2 . 

1 2 . F i n a l l y , DPI w i s h e s t o comment on t he R a p p o r t e u r ' s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . We 
t h i n k mos t s t r o n g l y t h a t an ombudsman w o u l d be most u s e f u l i n t h i s a r e a . 
I s s u e s o f d i s a b i l i t y , w h i l e i n v o k i n g the same g e n e r a l p r o v i s i o n s o f human 
r i g h t s as a l l o t h e r i s s u e s , c l e a r l y r e q u i r e s p e c i a l i z e d r e m e d i e s . Fo r 
e x a m p l e , i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n , a d e p r i v a t i o n o f l i b e r t y and t h e r e f o r e a human 
r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n , r e q u i r e s no t o n l y r e m e d i e s such as habeas c o r p u s o r amparo , 
b u t a l s o t he p r o v i s i o n o f s p e c i a l i z e d communi ty c a r e s u c h as s e r v i c e s f o r 
i n d e p e n d e n t l i v i n g . S i m i l a r e x a m p l e s e x i s t f o r p r a c t i c a l l y a l l e f f e c t e d 
r i g h t s . We c o n c u r t h a t d i s a b l e d p e r s o n s and t h e i r o r g a n i z a t i o n s a l s o ough t t o 
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c o n t i n u e t o u t i l i z e a l l t he r e l e v a n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s p r o c e d u r e s . 
The Commi t tee on E c o n o m i c , S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s a p p e a r s t o us t o be 
p a r t i c u l a r l y r e l e v a n t i n t h i s a r e a , and s h o u l d be u t i l i z e d t o the maximum 
p o s s i b l e . 

1 3 . In c o n c l u s i o n , DPI w o u l d l i k e t o make a s t r o n g recommenda t i on t h a t the 
R a p p o r t e u r d i d n o t make - t h a t t he r e p o r t be p u b l i s h e d i n t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
W o r l d Campaign f o r Human R i g h t s S t u d y S e r i e s o r o t h e r a p p r o p r i a t e s e r i e s . We 
a l s o u r g e t h e S u b - C o m m i s s i o n t o ask t h e C o m m i s s i o n t o recommend t h a t the 
Depar tmen t o f P u b l i c I n f o r m a t i o n f a c i l i t a t e i t s d i s s e m i n a t i o n i n B r a i l l e , 
l a r g e p r i n t and on t a p e and i n c h i l d r e n ' s v e r s i o n s . 


