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W r i t t e n s t a t e m e n t s u b m i t t e d by D i s a b l e d P e o p l e s ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
a n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r q a n i z a t i o n i n c o n s u l t a t i v e s t a t u s 

( c a t e g o r y I I ) 

The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l h a s r e c e i v e d the f o l l o w i n g c o m m u n i c a t i o n , w h i c h 
i s c i r c u l a t e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 1296 ( X L I V ) . 

1. D i s a b l e d P e o p l e s ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l , a c r o s s - d i s a b i l i t y c o a l i t i o n o f 
n e a r l y IflO n a t i o n a l a f f i l i a t e s m o s t l y f rom d e v e l o p i n q c o u n t r i e s , b e g a n e f f o r t s 
a t t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n 1982 t o p romote and p r o t e c t the human r i q h t s o f 
p e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s and t o p r e v e n t d i s a b i l i t i e s c a u s e d by human r i a h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s . In so d o i n q , we have i n t e n d e d t o i n s t i l ou r p h i l o s o p h y i n 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s human r i q h t s b o d i e s ; a l l p e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s a r e 
c i t i z e n s w i t h e q u a l r i q h t s , and hence s h o u l d a c h i e v e f u l l p a r t i c i p a t i o n and 
e q u a l i t y w i t h t h e i r f e l l o w n o n - d i s a b l e d c i t i z e n s i n a l l s o c i e t i e s . We have 
a l s o i n t e n d e d t o e m p h a s i z e ou r m o t t o . Vox N o s t r a (our own v o i c e ) , t o r e i n f o r c e 
ou r p r i n c i p l e t h a t o n l y d i s a b l e d p e r s o n s , o r p e r s o n s ' d e s i g n a t e d by d i s a b l e d 
p e r s o n s and t h e i r o r q a n i z a t i o n s , speak f o r d i s a b l e d p e r s o n s . 
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2 . We now a w a i t t he f i n a l r e p o r t o f t he S u b - C o m m i s s i o n ' s S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r 
on human r i g h t s and d i s a b i l i t y , M r . L e a n d r o Despouv . Owing t o the h i s t o r i c 
n a t u r e o f t he f i n a l r e p o r t a s w e l l a s t o ou r l o n g , i n t e n s e and h i g h l y 
P r o d u c t i v e p r o c e s s i n v o l v i n g t he R a p p o r t e u r , the S u b - C o m m i s s i o n , the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s C o m m i s s i o n on Human R i g h t s and the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l , 
each o f w h i c h r e s p o n d e d f a v o u r a b l y t o our a p p e a l s , we wou ld now l i k e t o r e v i e w 
b r i e f l y the e v e n t s t h a t have l e d up t o t he r e p o r t . 

3. The S u b - C o m m i s s i o n r e s p o n d e d t o ou r p l e a t o f o c u s a t t e n t i o n on human 
r i g h t s and d i s a b i l i t y f rom 1982 , ou r f i r s t y e a r a t t e n d i n g the s e s s i o n . 
S u b - C o m m i s s i o n r e s o l u t i o n 1982 /1 i n t r o d u c e d M r . Asb jo i rn E i d e and 
c o - s p o n s o r e d bv 18 o t h e r members, b e g a n t h e p r o c e s s by h i g h l i g h t i n g t he 
i n c l u s i o n o f p e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s i n the n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a r t i c l e 
( a r t . 2) o f t he U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s . The r e s o l u t i o n began a 
r e p o r t i n g p r o c e s s by w h i c h G o v e r m e n t s , s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s , r e g i o n a l 
m t e r g o v e r m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and n o n - q o v e r n m e n t a l o r q a n i z a t i o n s c o u l d 
P r e s e n t v i e w s r e g a r d i n g human r i g h t s and d i s a b i l i t y . 

4 . In 1983 and 1 9 8 4 , t he S u b - C o m m i s s i o n had b e f o r e i t r e p o r t s o f the 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ( E / C N . 4 / S u b . 2 / 1 9 8 3 / 3 6 and A d d . 1 - 4 ? E / C N / 4 / S u b . 2 / 1 9 8 4 / 9 and 
A d d . l , s u b m i t t e d p u r s u a n t t o S u b - C o m m i s s i o n r e s o l u t i o n 1 9 8 3 / 1 •>) and D i s a b l e d 
T^eoDles ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l s e t t i n g o u t a v a r i e t y o f v i e w s on the t o p i c . In 1984 , 
the S u b - C o m m i s s i o n , t a k i n g i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n C o m m i s s i o n r e s o l u t i o n 1 9 8 4 / 3 1 
and Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 1 9 8 4 / 2 6 , named M r . L e a n d r o Despouv 
as S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r t o P r e p a r e a c o m p r e h e n s i v e s t u d y on human r i g h t s and 
d i s a b i l i t y (see S u b - C o m m i s s i o n r e s o l u t i o n 1 9 8 4 / 2 0 ) . 

5 . The R a p p o r t e u r s u b m i t t e d a p r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t ( E / C N . 4 / S u b . 2 / 1 9 8 5 / 3 2 ) and 
a P r o g r e s s r e p o r t ( E / C N . 4 / S u b . 2 / 1 9 8 8 / 1 1 ) . The f i n a l r e p o r t was t o have been 
p r e s e n t e d t o the S u b - C o m m i s s i o n a t i t s f o r t y - s e c o n d s e s s i o n (1990) b u t , due t o 
a v a r i e t y o f d i f f i c u l t i e s , the S u b - C o m m i s s i o n , i n agreement w i t h D i s a b l e d 
P e o p l e s ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l , s u s p e n d e d d e b a t e on t he i t e m and p o s t p o n e d 
p r e s e n t a t i o n o f the f i n a l r e p o r t u n t i l i t s f o r t v - t h i r d s e s s i o n (1991) (see 
S u b - C o m m i s s i o n d e c i s i o n 1 9 9 0 / 1 1 3 and E / C N . 4 / S u b . 2 / 1 9 9 Û / S R . 3 2 ( s t a t e m e n t s o f 
M r . Oespouy and D i s a b l e d P e o p l e s ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l ) ) . 

6. Between 1982 and 1 9 9 0 , D i s a b l e d P e o p l e s ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l h a s p r e s e n t e d 
o v e r 30 documents o r s t a t e m e n t s t o t h e C o m m i s s i o n and S u b - C o m m i s s i o n and h a s 
met e x t e n s i v e l y i n Geneva w i t h t he R a p p o r t e u r and the S e c r e t a r i a t on i s s u e s 
s e t ou t i n t he R a p p o r t e u r ' s manda te . A d d i t i o n a l l y , t he R a p p o r t e u r a t t e n d e d 
s e v e r a l i n t e r n a t i o n a l m e e t i n g s o f D i s a b l e d P e o p l e s ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l where he 
p r e s e n t e d h i s i d e a s r e g a r d i n g the s t u d y and l i s t e n e d t o much t e s t i m o n y f r o m 
our members f rom a l l p a r t s o f t he w o r l d . The R a p p o r t e u r a l s o met w i t h ou r 
Human R i g h t s Commi t tee f o r a f i v e - d a y work s e s s i o n , and w i t h ou r I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
C h a i r p e r s o n s and E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r d u r i n g the c o u r s e o f o t h e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
m e e t i n g s r e l a t e d t o the t o p i c . D i s a b l e d P e o p l e s ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l a r r a n g e d f o r 
our A r g e n t i n e C h a p t e r t o c o o r d i n a t e w i t h t he R a p p o r t e u r as n e c e s s a r y , and 
p r o v i d e d a s p e c i a l a s s i s t a n t t o work w i t h the R a p p o r t e u r i n Buenos A i r e s t o 
c a r r v o u t s p e c i a l r e s e a r c h a t the d i r e c t i o n o f the R a p p o r t e u r . 
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7 . D i s a b l e d P e o p l e s ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l has been e x c e p t i o n a l l y p l e a s e d w i t h i t s 
warm, P r o d u c t i v e and c r e a t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t he R a p p o r t e u r , t h e 
S e c r e t a r i a t and t he S u b - C o m m i s s i o n . 1 / T h r o u g h o u t t h i s p r o c e s s , t he 
R a p p o r t e u r e s p e c i a l l y h a s made h i m s e l f a v a i l a b l e t o u s , and a t a l l t i m e s 
m a n i f e s t e d t r u e u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f ou r o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s d e d i c a t i o n t o f u l l 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n and ou r own v o i c e . B e c a u s e o f t h i s m u l t i f a c e t e d c o o p e r a t i o n , we 
a re a l l a s s u r e d t h a t the f i n a l r e p o r t w i l l r e f l e c t the b e s t t h i n k i n g , the b e s t 
i n s i g h t and t he b e s t p r o p o s a l s f o r a l l o f us a s t he U n i t e d N a t i o n s and p e r s o n s 
w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s a p p r o a c h the t w e n t y - f i r s t c e n t u r y . A l s o , i n p a r t b e c a u s e o f 
t h i s h i s t o r i c wo rk , we a n t i c i p a t e t h a t t he f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n o f a l l human 
r i g h t s t o r p e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d i s nea r a t h a n d . 

8 . R e a l i z a t i o n of human r i g h t s w i l l n o t be e a s v , h o w e v e r . No o r q a n i z a t i o n 
i s more aware o f the many d a i l y s t r u g g l e s f o r d i g n i t y t h a t p e r s o n s w i t h 
d i s a b i l i t i e s e n d u r e . These d a i l y s t r u g g l e s c a n h e l p t o l e a d t o a b e t t e r way , 
e s p e c i a l l y w i t h w ide d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f the R a p p o r t e u r ' s s t u d y . Po r t h i s 
r e a s o n , D i s a b l e d P e o p l e s ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l s t r o n g l y u r g e s t he S u b - C o m m i s s i o n t o 
recommend t o t he C o m m i s s i o n t h a t the f i n a l r e p o r t be p u b l i s h e d i n the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s W o r l d Campaign f o r Human R i g h t s S t u d y S e r i e s o r o t h e r 
a p p r o p r i a t e s e r i e s . We a l s o u rge the U n i t e d N a t i o n s Depar tmen t o f P u b l i c 
I n f o r m a t i o n , a s w e l l a s G o v e r n m e n t s , t o seek ways t o P r o v i d e e d i t i o n s o f t h i s 
work i n l a n g u a g e s o t h e r t h a n t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s o f f i c i a l l a n g u a g e s a n d , o f 
c o u r s e , a l s o on t a p e , i n l a r g e p r i n t and i n B r a i l l e e d i t i o n s f o r b l i n d o r 
v i s i o n - i m p a i r e d p e r s o n s . B e c a u s e o f t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h i s t o p i c t o the 
w o r l d ' s c h i l d r e n w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s , we a l s o e n c o u r a g e p r e p a r a t i o n o f a 
c h i l d r e n ' s v e r s i o n o f t h i s r e p o r t . 

No te 

1/ D i s a b l e d P e o p l e s ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l a l s o warmly t h a n k s t he many 
Governments t h a t , t h r o u g h t h e i r f i n a n c i a l and o t h e r s u p p o r t , have a s s i s t e d the 
p r o c e s s a t t he C o m m i s s i o n and ECOSOC l e v e l as w e l l as i n t h e i r own 
j u r i s d i c t i o n s . W h i l e i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o l i s t them a l l , we must m e n t i o n our 
"home" c o u n t r i e s : C a n a d a , Sweden and Z imbabwe, and the R a p p o r t e u r ' s c o u n t r y , 
A r g e n t i n a . 


