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s / c i | . 4 / s R . i 5 2 i 

The meetiaa was called to order at 3^45 P.m. 

QUESTION OP THE НШ1а.И RIGHTS OP ALL PERSONS BUHJECTED TO АШ PORÍI OP DETENTION 
OR HÎPRISONIÎENT, IN PARTICULARS 
(a) DRAFT CONVENTION ON TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, TOHUl'IAN OR DEGRADING 

TREATtlENT OR PUNISBMENT 
(h) BODY QP PRINCIPLES FOR THE PROTECTION OF ALL PERSONS UNDER AIfY FORM 

OF DETENTION OR H-IPRISOffliENT (agenda item lO) (continued) 
( E / C N . 4 / 1 2 9 6 1 E / C N . 4 / L . 1458/Rev.1; E / C N , 4/L, Д б О | Ë / C N . 4/L . I466 5 
E / C N , 4 / L . 1 4 6 9 1 E / C N . 4 / L . 1 4 7 2 ; E / C N . 4 / L . 1 4 7 0 ) 

1. Mr. DANELIUS (Sweden), introducing draft resolution E / C N , 4 / L . 1 4 6 9 , said that 
the progress achieved b j the Working Group entru.sted with the task of preparing 
a convention on torture augured well f o r the continuation of i t s work, Hov/ever, 
i f the Working Group met only for one hour each da.y during the Commission's session 
i t v/ould not he able to carry out i t s ta,sk. That v/as v/hy the Economic and Social 
Council v/as requested to authorize a meeting of an open-ended v/orking group for a 
period of three v/eeks p r i o r to the t h i r t y - s i x t h session of the Commission on 
Human Rights to complete the v/ork i n question. Although no sp e c i f i c date v/as 
mentioned for such a meeting, i t v/ould seem advisable to schedule i t shortly before 
the next session of the Commission, He 6.rev/ the Commission's attention to the fact that 
whereaJB, inthe English version of the draft resolution, reference v/as made to "a meeting 
of an open-ended- v/orking group", the French translation referred to "un groupe de 
t r a v a i l , ouvert à tous les members", a formulation v/hich seemed to hiffi to be unduly 
r e s t r i c t i v e ; the v/ords "et aux observateurs intéressés" for example,. should be added 
to i t . 

2. Mr._" FISCHER (Federal Republic of Germany) introduced" draft resolution E/CN.4/L.I466 
on behalf of his delegation and the, delegations of Egypt,.Panama and Portugal.. He 
explained that the Commission should be able to reach an agreement that v/ould enable 
the Sub-Commission as a v/hole to consider at i t s next session the reports of the 
Secretary-General v/hich analysed the documents concerning the situation of detainees. 
Several delegations preferred to r e s t r i c t the number of intersessional working groups; 
furthermore, f o l l o v i n g the discussions on agenda item 11 , i t seemed that the Sub-
Commission might have an ad.ditional v/eek at i t s disposal, 

3o The body of p r i n c i p l e s for the protection of a l l persons under any form of 
detention or imprisonment seemed to cause no major problem and appeared to be acceptable 
as a v/hole. Purthermore, the Working Group on agenda item 10 v/ouild be occupied f o r 
three more sessions at least v/ith the study of the draft convention on torture. 
Therefore, i t v/as proposed that, follov/ing the session of the Economic and 
Social Council, the body of p r i n c i p l e s should be transmitted to Govermënts f o r comments. 
For i t s part, the General Assembly had set up a v/orking group to. study the code of 
conduct for lav/ enforcement o f f i c i a l s ; the group's v/ork should be finished during the 
th i r t y - f o u r t h session of the Assembly, which v/ould then be i n a position to consider 
the body of p r i n c i p l e s . The sponsors of the draft had taken a l l those p r a c t i c a l 
reasons-into"account i n formulating operative paragraph 1 of the draft resolution 
p.roposed for ad.option by the Economic and Social Council. The paragi'aph did not 
prevent the Conmiission from considering the body of pri n c i p l e s at i t s next session, 
i f i t had the time to do so, or from submitting additional comments to the 
General Assembly, 
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4 . The objective of paragraph 2 of the draft resolution submitted to the Economic 
and Social Coimcil was to propose that the verbal report given by., l i r a . -Questiaux 
should be put into, written foxTii so that reference could be made to i t when dealing 
with situations l i k e that p r e v a i l i n g i n Chile. The sponsors lioped that the draft, 
which had already been the subject of considerable consultation with a great irjimber 
of delegations, would be adopted by consensus. 

5 . № . DAVIS (Australia), spealcing on agenda item 10 (a), said that he was 
convinced of the need to establish hujnan rights standards of the type envisaged 
i n the draft convention on torture. He hoped that the f r u i t f u l work begun at Ihe 
current session would be continued, and supported draft resolution E/CH.4/L .1469• 
However, i t .shoxild be made quite clear i n the Prench text that observers for 
non-governmental organisations could also take part i n the open-ended vrorking group.; 
i f necessary, that point should also be made e:cplicit i n the English text. 

6 . .Uith regard to the irorlc of the '.forking Groxip on the draft convention i n 
question, his delegation had throughout the discussions i n the Uorking_Group opposed 
the deletion.of the reference to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment'or 
punishment, as indicated i n paragraphs 22 and 34 of the report (E/CH.4/L.1470). 

7- Miss. EI'IARA (Egypt) said that the preparation of a draft convention-on-torture, 
and other, cruel, inhxman or degrading' treatment or punishment was of the utmost 
importance to- her delegation. ..'.liat caused her delegation concern i n the a r t i c l e s 
already adopted was the scope of the convention, since, while a r t i c l e 2 , for example, 
stipulated that the convention applied to any t e r r i t o r y mider the j u r i s d i c t i o n of a 
State - a category vhich included occupied t e r r i t o r i e s - i t did not 'e x p l i c i t l y 
mention such t e r r i t o r i e s . She suggested thai Sweden should consider the p o s s i b i l i t y 
of i n s e r t i n g i n i t s draft resolution a provision specifying that the convention 
applied to any occupied territoi-y. 

8. I-lr. O'DOHOVAI'Ï (observer for Ireland) said he wished to malee i t clear that he 
f u l l y shared the Indian representative's view that no form of torture was excusable, 
whether carried out i n a state of emergency or i n order to implement other human 
rights. .With regard to draft resolution'E/CN .4/ L . I469, he supported the idea of 
convening a meeting of an intersessional working group to continue the work. 

9 . - Referring to the convention i t s e l f , he said that his delegation's ..opinion, 
which appeared i n paragraphs 22 and 34 of the report, should be reflected i n the 
summary record. The concept of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or pimisliment 
should be included, i n the same way as the condept of torture, i n the convention. 
His Government would continue to co-operate'in the efforts made to broaden the scope 
of the obligations provided i n other a r t i c l e s so that cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment would indeed be covered. 

1 0 . Mr. ROSEHSTAllD Н/ЖЕН (Observer for Denmark) said that his Government, which 
attached great importance to the early elaboration of a convention on.torture, 
supported draft resolution E/CH.4/L.1469. Copenhagen had followed the vrork of the 
V/orking Group closely and, i f Svreden had no objection, the Danish delegation vrished 
to be a co-sponsor of that text. 
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11 . The СНАШС-ШГ, observing that the Swedish delegation had no objection to that 
request, took note of the fact that Denmark had become a co-sponsor of 
draft resolution E/CÎÎ.4/L.I469. 

12. Mr. JEAHREMüD (Observer f o r Svritzerland ) said that his country v;as 
p a r t i c u l a r l y concerned about the problem of missing persons. Indeed, the question 
of the human rights of a l l persons stibjected to any form of detention or -
imprisonment was closely linlced with such essential rights as the right to l i f e , 
to freedom and to security of the person. The international community could not 
remain indifferent to enforced or involuntary disappearances of persons. The Swiss 
delegation was therefore p a r t i c u l a r l y s a t i s f i e d vrith resolution 33 /173j i n v/hich 
the.General Assembly, stressing the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the Commission i n that regard, 
had requested i t to consider the question of disappeared persons vrith a vievr to 
making appropriate recommendations. I t has therefore taken note with the greatest 
interest of draft resolution E/C1T . 4 /L . 1 4 5 8 and hoped that a l l the members of the ' 
Commission vrould support i t . With regard to draft resolution E/C]\I . 4 /L . 1469 ' , his 
delegation thought i t very important having regard to the- progress made by the 
Working Group i n i t s task, that i t should be able to meet before the next' session. 

13 . Mr. ROKOSZEIfôKI(Poland), re f e r r i n g to draft resolution E / C N . 4 / Ь . 1 4 б 9 , said that, 
i n view of the slovr pace of the vrork on agenda item 11 , under vrhich the programme 
and methods of vrork of the Commission vrere being examined, and despite the interest 
talcen by h i s delegation i n the preparation of international instruments - as 
demonstrated by the fact that i t had talcen the i n i t i a t i v e i n the matter of the 
draft convention on the. rights of the child - i t v/as preferable not to decide to. 
hold a meeting of an intersessional v/orking group. A similar solution had already 
been proposed i n the course of informal discussions on the possible establishment 
of a v-rorking group to prepare a draft convention on the rights of the c h i l d and 
certain delegations, including that of Svreden, had not thought i t desirable. 
Consequently, i f the present proposal vras put to the Vote, his delegation v/ould vote 
against i t . 

14. Mr. СНЕЕСТЮНЕЖО (Union of Soviet .Socialist Republics) said he vras not i n favour 
of the idea of setting u.p a v/orking group to meet for three vreeks p r i o r to the 
next session to complete the vrork on the preparation of the draft convention, since 
i t v/ould simply be an extension of the vrork of the present session. The Director 
of the Division of Hujnan Rights liad requested the Commission to avoid additional 
expenditure, and the establisliment of a. vrorking group vrould involve such 
expenditure. Hov/ever, his delegation's objections to the establishment of a 
v/orking grou.p v/ere not merely f i n a n c i a l . I t considered that there v/ere other 
questions just as important as a draft convention on torture 1 one example v/as the 
protection of the rights of the c h i l d , and although i t could not be denied that 
an instrument v/as needed to guarantee such protection, no vrorking group had been 
set up to prepare i t . I f prioi-itjr was given to torture at the expense of other 
questions, his delegation, vrhile acknowledging the importance of the problem, vrould 
vote against the creation of a vrorking group "to meet before the next session. The 
vrorking group on torture had made progress i n i t s vrork-, vrould i t not be possible 
for i t to take advantage of the same opportunities at the next session, v/hen i t 
could perhaps be given a l i t t l e more time? 
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1 5 . He asked for .a separate vote to be taken on operative paragraph 1 of 
draft resolution E/CH . 4/L. 1 4 6 9 ? because his delegation would be voting against 
i t . V/ith regard to draft resolution E / C N . 4 / L . 1 4 6 6 , he found i t satisfactory 
on the whole except for a small, f a u l t o f l o g i c . In operative paragraph. 1 of 
the draft resolution :which the Coniraission proposed that the Economic and Social 
Council should adopt, i t .\V,-.G ....t-rted tha'.. he. Commission requested tlie. 
Secretary-General to transmit to a l l Governments the revised body o f principles 
for the protection of a l l persons under any form of detention, to. s o l i c i t t h e i r 
comments and to report d i r e c t l y to the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - f i f t h session 
-•0 that the General Assembly could consider the adoption o f those p r i n c i p l e s , 
^.lowever, as a fimctional commission o f the Economic and Social Council, the 
Commiss.lon on Human Fights was compelled to act through the Council. Moreover, 
the Sub~Commissio.n had thought that the Commissicn would have ..time to examine and 
com.ment on those p r i n c i p l e s , but .that had not proved possible. I t did not seem 
l o g i c a l , therefore, that, the Commission should address i t s e l f d i r e c t l y to the 
General Assembly, and the proposal should be rephrased s l i g h t l y by replacing.the 
words "General Assembly" by "Commission on Human Rights" and the words 
" t h i r t y - f i f t h session" by " t h i r t y - s i x t h session". 

1 6 . Mr. МсКтЮН (Canada), referring to draft resolution E / C Ï Ï . 4 / L . I 4 6 9 , said that, 
i n common with many; other delegations, his delegation believed i t important to 
continue the work on the.preparation of a draft convention on torture and other 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment i n order to submit i t to the Commission, i f 
possible at i t s t h i r t y - s i x t h session. 

17 . His delegation would be prepared to su.pport the draft resolution, but would 
l i k e to know whether the Swedish delegation, as the sponsor, considered the 
three-week period envisaged f o r the meeting of the working group as a minimum. 
In his own opinion., the working group could meet for one week, as i t had done 
during the present session, immediately before the opening of the t h i r t y - s i x t h 
session of the Commission. 

1 8 . Mrs. SIBAL (India), referring to draft resolution E / C N . 4 / L . I 4 6 9 , agreed with 
the representative of Canada that a one-wt-îk meeting would be s u f f i c i e n t , 
especially as the financd.sl implications, of a three-week meeting, were liable, to 
be too high. If, r e a l l y necessary, the , mee ting of the working group could, be 
extende.d s l i g h t l y . She thought that the draft convention on the rights of the 
chi l d too, should be examined immediately before the next session of the 
Commission. 

1 9 . ĥ?. K A M C C I H G A (Amnesty International) said that the question under consideration 
г/as of constant concern to his organization. 

2 0 . To begin with, there was the problem of disappeared persons. . The. 
General Assembly, talcing an i n i t i a t i v e welcomed by Amnesty International, had 
requested the Commission to consider the question with a view to malcing ' appropriate 
recommendations. For an increasing number of Governments, the device of abducting 
persons and holding them incommunicado was a convenient means of ridding themselves 
of p o l i t i c a l opponents, since a l l le g a l formalities could thus be avoided, as the 
Inter-American Commission on Нгшап Rights had pointed out i n i t s 1976 annual 
report. 
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2 1 . In sorae coxmtries, the authorities, no douot with an eye to international 
public opinion, found i t more convenient to allow persons to "disappear" f o r a 
l i m i t e d period only. In general, persons were arrested at th e i r homes or on 
the street by armed individuals who claimed to be security agents, and were taken 
to secret spots where they were interrogated and tortured and f i n a l l y released 
after being warned not to reveal anything on-pain of r e p r i s a l s . However, not 
a l l the victims were fortunate enough to be released. In one Latin American 
country, the corpses of such persons were returned to their families i n closed 
coffins and i n one Central American country, the victims were simply shot at close 
range and as a result were so mutilated as to make their i d e n t i f i c a t i o n impossible. 

2 2 . The large number of disappearances proved that i t was by no means an isolated 
phenomenon due to over-zealous security force-s acting i n contravention of the 
s t r i c t orders of the central Goveimment. In Argentina alone, there were estimated 
to be 15,000 missing persons and Amnesty International was i n a position to 
document the cases of 5,500 of them. 

23. Torture was practised systematioally i n many countries of the world, i n t e r a l i a 
during the interrogation of p o l i t i c a l . , suspects and opponents. . In 1978» s p e c i f i c 
cases of torture involving at least 42 countries had been brought to the attention 
of Amnesty International. Amnesty International had recently submitted to the . 
Secretary-General of the United Nations the c h i l l i n g testimony of an ex-torturer 
from a Latin American country, which i t hoped would be considered by the Commission 
in. due course under the item on v i o l a t i o n s of human rights. 

24. Amnesty Interaational was confident that the Commission, to which thousands 
of forgotten prisoners looked as a source of hope, would not f a i l to act i n order 
to put an end to those a t r o c i t i e s . I t hoped that the Commission would be able 
to adopt a draft convention on torture by the end. of i t s next session, and that i t 
would adopt the draft body of principles f o r the protection of a l l persons 
subjected to any form of detention О!- imprisonment v i i t h a view to transmitting i t 
to the General Assembly through the Economic and Social Council. I t would l i k e 
the Commission to accede to the repeated request of the Sub-Commission that a 
working group should be set up to consider information received on the situation of 
huraan rights i n the case of persons subjected to any form of detention or 
imprisonment, and sincerely hoped that the Commission would find a way of dealing 
more e f f e c t i v e l y with violations of human rights i n countries where torture and 
disappearances had become systematic practices. 

25. Amnesty International commended the Commission for i t s work on Chile, 
South A f r i c a , Namibia and Zimbabwe, and f i r m l y believed that there were other 
countries where the situation of human rights should be examined i n the same way, 
namely, Argentina, Uruguay, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Uganda, Ethiopia and 
Equatorial Guinea, on which Amnestjr International was prepared to submit to the 
Commission a l l the information at i t s disposal. 
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26. m-. FISCHER (Federal Republic of Germany) said that his delegation vras i n favour 
of continuing the v/ork on the prepairation of a convention on torture and other cruel, 
inhvmian or degrating treatment oi^ punishment (E/CÎÎ.4/L.I469) - I t agreed v/ith the 
Canadian and Indian delegations tha'C the v/orld.ng g-roup on a. draft convention might 
meet for only one i?eek irjimedia.tely p i i o r to the opening of the Coimnission's next session. 

2 7 . He hoped tha/fc the v/ork concerning the draft convention on the i-ights of the 
chi l d \/ould also be continued and v/ould be brought to a successful conclusion, A 
worlcing group could meet for one v/eek for thiit pvurpose. 

28. Replying to the Soviet representative ' s conmients on draft resolution E/CH .4/L . I466, 
v/hich had arisen because of a mistake i n the Russian text, he explained that the 
procedure envisaged i n the text v/as the normal one. Hov/ever, i n order to sa.tisfy 
the Soviet delega/tion and to ensire that the draft resolvition could be adopted by 
consensus, the co-sponsors v/ould be prepared to amend the opening of operative 
para^graph 2 8.s f ollov/s г "Proposes to the Economic and Social Council to consider 
the foliov/ing drart resolution:". • I t v/ould then be for the Economic and Social 
Council to drax/ v/hatever conclusions i t deemed appropriate. 

2 9 . ¥ir. CHERHICblBMO (Union of Soviet S o c i a l i c t Republics), thanked the delegation 
of the Federal Republic of-Germany fo.r i t s co-operative s p i r i t . The Soviet delegation 
s t i l l had doubts v/ith regard to the v/ord.ing of dra,ft resolution E/CH .4/L . I466. 
Hov/ever, i t would not oppose it̂ з adoption provided i t v/a.s not put to the vote, 
although i t could not agree to i t s adoption by c o n s e n s r i s , 

3 0 . I4r. MI\[ELIUS (Sv/eden) said his delegation v/as graceful to the many delegations 
that had expressed support for the idea, of continuing the v/ork on the preparation o f 
a draft convention on torture and other cruel, inhuiïïan or degrading treatment ...Or 
punishment and convening a v/orking group on the subject before the t h i r t y - s i x t h 
session of the Cocmiission. He had noted the Egyptian delegation's suggestion that 
i t should be specified that the convention v/ould also apply to occupied t e r r i t o r i e a , ' 
and v/ould bear i t i n mind. 

3 1 . His delegation understood the reasons v.iderlying the comm:;nts made by the 
delegations of Canada, India and the Federal Republic of Germany, and therefore 
proposed to replace the v/ords "three v/eeks" by the v/ords "one week" i n operative 
paragraph 1 of the draft resolu.tion recormaended to the Economic and Social Council 
for adoption. . . -

3 2 . Ш. ARTUCIO (international Commission of J u r i s t s ) said that the enforced or 
involuntary abduction of persons v/as a vi o l a t i o n of the inherent rights of human 
beings and v/a.s at the'sam.e time i n i m i c a l to family l i f e , 

33 • Disappearances had-been reported i n veri OILS parts of the v/orld, for instance, 
i n certain Asian and African covmtries. Bu.t i t v/as i n Latin America or at any rate 
i n at least s i x countries of the region, tha.t such disappearances v/ere most serious, 
i n viev/ o f t h e i r iimnense scale and the fact that they had become a systematic practice. 
I t v/as a phenomenon v/hich had very d e f i n i t e cha.racteristics, In a l l cases,.; the 
persons v/ho disappeared v/ere regarded as p o l i t i c a l or trade unionist opponents of 
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the r u l i n g régime - which they often were p o t e n t i a l l y , although not always i n 
actual f a c t . The régimes were i n every сэ-se authoritarian \àth a contempt for the law 
were usually led or controlled hy members of the armed forces and, by the expedient 
of establishing states of emergency, were able to extend t h e i r powers. In a large 
number of cases i t had been proved that the disappearances were d i r e c t l y attributable 
to the a c t i v i t i e s of the State security services, which used a l l the o f f i c i a l 
f a c i l i t i e s at t h e i r disposal, and were not, as was claimed, the doing of paramilitary 
or parapolice groups. 

54. That phenomenon, which w-as adnrlttedly not a new one, constituted i n i t s 
contemporary form a veritable régime of terror managed by o f f i c i a l bodies, v/hich 
naturally denied any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y but v/hich found i n i t a means of neu t r a l i z i n g '• 
the opposition and of bloclcing any change v/lrile maintaining a semblance of lav/ and 
order and democracy. 

35» Having been requested by the General Assembly to consider the question of 
disappeared persons, the Commission could ask the Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of M n o r i t i e s to nominate one or more of i t s members 
to meet and analyse a l l the information available on the subject; to hear the 
testimony of victims v/ho had survived and v/ho could t e s t i f y to the presence of 
certain "missing" persons i n the o f f i c i a l detention centres : to enter into contact 
v/ith the- Governments concerned; and, l a s t l y , to dra,v/ the necessa.ry conclusions a.nd 
submit them to the Commission. The Commission v/ould thus be a l l a y i n g the distress 
and uncertainty of the families and. would f u l f i l the expectations of the general 
public v/hich demanded that an end be put to that barba.rous pra.ctice v/hich frustrated 
a l l the j u r i d i c a l mechanisms intendedü to protect human ri g h t s . 

3 6 . Itr. SOYER (Pra.nce) said that his d.elegation, av/are that a.cts of torture v/ere 
being committed throughout the v/orld and that i t v/a.s essential to stigmatize such 
acts v/hatever j u s t i f i c a t i o n might be invoked for them, v/as i n favour of 3.dopting a 
draft convention on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punisl-fflient. I t endorsed draft resolution E/CH .4/L . I469 as a v/hole,' and v/as glad to 
see that the Sv/edish representative had reduced 'the length of the v/orking group 
meeting from three weeks to one v/eek, v/hich should be adequate. 

3 7 . fe. SANGH (Deputy Director, D i v i s i o n of Huma.n Rights) announced that the 
f i n a n c i a l implications of convening a v/orking group i n I98O f o r a. period of one v/eek, 
as provided f o r i n dra.ft resolution E/CH . 4/L . I 4 6 9 , v/ou.ld be the follov/ing conference 
services, | 1 9 , 2 0 0 ; and docvmientation (before, during and after the meeting), 
113 ,400; the t o t a l suim v/ould be Í :o2,600. 

3 8 . The financia.l implications of the contimia.tion of I-Irs. Q,uestiau3c's study on the 
implications f o r human rights of states of siege and emergency, as provided f o r i n 
draft resolution E / C H . 4 / L . I 4 6 6 , v/ould be $ 1 7 , 0 0 0 i n a l l i n 1 9 7 9 . That amount 
represented the cost of one outside expert v/ho v/ould be engaged by the Division of 
Huiman Rights for a period of four months. 

3 9 . № . McKIMTON (Canada) introducing draft resolution E / C N , 4 / L . 1458/Rev. 1 , said 
that i t complied v/ith the v/ish expressed i n General Assembly resolution ' 33/173* 
He thought that, v/ith some minor dra-fting- changes, i t could be adopted v/ithout 
a vote. 
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4 0 . He therefore proposed that paragraphs 2 a,nd 3 shoiild be amended i n the following 
manner; i n paragraph 2, the words " i n a,ccordance viith the procedures l a i d dovm by the 
Economic and Social Council for dealing with communications," should be inserted 
after "transmit"; i n paragraph 3 , the words "transmit this information" should be 
replaced by "transm.it the information ou.bmitted i n accordance with the procedures 
l a i d d.o\m Ъу the Economic гхЛ Social Council f o r dealing with communications". 

4 1 . I'tr. ERÎ IâCORA. (Austria) pointed o u t that the draft resolirtion did not take 
account of experience deriving from past o r planned work concerning missing persons 
or of possible help from non-governmentsil organizations, wliich had acqiiired г. certain 
experience i n the matter and had accumiilated s. great deal of informa/tion. Since 
General Assembly resolution 33/173 requested the Commission t o consider the question 
of disappeared persons v/ith a viev/ to making appropriate recommendations, he hoped 
that the member of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection 
of i i i n o r i t i e s v/ho v/ou.ld be appointed under paragraph 4 to prepare an ara l y s i s of 
the information obtained v/ould also be instrvicted to m.ake recommendations to the 
Commission. 

4 2 . î-'Ir. CHEBHICI-JEfflíO (Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics) said that his delegation 
ha.d some reservations concerning the analysis requested i n paragraph 4 of draft 
resolution S/CN.4/L.145Q/Rev.1, especially since the amendments to paragraphs 2 and. 3 
just read out by the representative o f Canada v/ere not clear. Were the procedures 
to which he hai,d referred those set forth i n Economic and Social Council 
resolutions 728 P (XXVIIl) and I 5 0 3 (XLVlIl)? I f so, those resolutions should be 
mentioned. Then, hov/ever, the analysis requested i n paragraph 4 and the procedures 
referred to i n the tv/o preGed.ing T)aragrapha v/ere incompatible; that analysis might 
i n fact appear to be an attempt to evade the coniidentiad procedure la.id dov/n i n 
Council resolu-tion I5O5 (XLVIIl). He therefore proposed that the Commission should 
not take a decision on that draft resolution vvntil the forthcoming night meeting, 

4 3 . Ifr. LEZVIWSKJ (United States of America) r e f e r r i n g to draft 
resolution E / C N , 4 / 1 4 5 8/'Rev.1 and the amendments just proposed, said, that the 
Commission's a c t i v i t i e s v/ith respect to missing persons i n Chile had had considerable 
f i n a n c i a l implications; the representative of Austria, had emphasized that point. 
It might perhaps be possible to request the tv/o experts appointed for Chile to • 
concern themselves v/ith a l l missing persons i n genera.l. In Chile the problem v/as 
of course serious, and there v/ere hundreds of missing persons. In other coimtries, 
hov/ever, there v/ere thou.sa.nd3 of svich persons. An a.mendment should be submitted 
along the lines he ha.d indicated; the Latin American 'delegations might perha.ps .maüte 
a s p e c i f i c suggestion on that point, 

4 4 . I f the confidential procedvire s e t forth i n Cou.ncil resolution 1505 (XLVIIl) v/as 
applied i n the case of missing persons, objections similar t o those raised at 
the current session concerning countries l i k e Ethiopia might be encovmtered. I t 
v/ould no longer be possible to mention the countries i n which i t v/as hoped to 
investigate the situ a t i o n of missing persons, for example Argentina; i t had been 
seen at the current session that distin c t i o n s betv/een coimnunications received a.nd 
the general s i t u a t i o n i n the country had given r i s e to objections. He hoped that 
that V/3.S not the purpose of the Ca,nad.ian amendment concerning the G o n f i d.ential 
procedures. 

http://transm.it
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4 5 . Mr. СНВШЮНЕШЮ (Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics), spealcing on a point 
of order, said that the united States representative had mentioned a State whose 
situation was being considered i n accordance \«rith the procedure l a i d dovm in 
Council resolution I 5 0 3 (XLVIIl); no such mention should be made i n a public 
debate. 

4 6 . The CHAIRI'LiN. requested the representative of the United States to continue his 
remarks but to respect established rules, 

4 7 . Mr. №ZVINSKY (United States of America) said that the fears he had just 
expressed were confirmed by the ridiculous situation i n which even the name of 
Ethiopia could not be mentioned. I f questions of missing persons-.were treated 
c o n f i d e n t i a l l y , then there would be a sviccession of points of order and i t would 
not be possible to refer to the countries concerned. The sajae rule of silence 
must not be applied with regard to those persons as to the situation i n 
Democratic Kampuchea. 

4 8 . Mr. M'BAIE (Senegal) noted that the problem of missing persons was becoming 
increasingly serious i n A f r i c a , and especially in southern ¿frica;, and.emphasized 
the importance of draft resolution E/CÏÏ.4/l458/Rev.l, which vras the r e s u l t of a, 
compromise between three e a r l i e r texts and covered the whole question of massing 
persons. Hov/ever, he too f a i l e d to understand the vague i-eference to 
Economic and Social Council procedures ; i n contacts he had had concerning the 
draft resolution, he had personnally expressed the hope that i t vrould be vrorded 
c l e a r l y . 

49• He savi the same incompatibility as did the USSR representative betvreen the 
analysis requested i n paragraph 4 and the procedures set f o r t h in the relevant 
Economic and Social Council resolutions. Although he did not ask f o r confidentiaJity 
to be imposed immediately v/ith regard to missing persons, he proposed that 
Council resolutions 728 F (XÍVIIl), 1235 (XLIl) and 1503 (XLVIIl) should be referred 
to in paragraphs 2 and 3s and that paragraph 4 should be deleted. 

5 0 . Mr. CALERO-RC:-RIG-UES ( B r a z i l ) said that the second preauibular paragraph, v/hich 
he read out, vras an incomplete r e f l e c t i o n r o f the concerne expressed i n 
General Assembly resolution 5 3 / 1 7 3 ; the Assembly had also said that i t vras deeply 
concerned by reports from various parts of the vrorld r e l a t i n g to unlavrful actions, 
excesses and vridespread violence. 

5 1 . The CHAIRI4AH suggested that the representatives of A u s t r a l i a and Canada should 
contact the other representatives vrho had commented on draft resolution 
E/CN .4/L .1458/Rev.l; since there vrere apparently no substantive objections to 
that draft, i t vrould doubtless be possible i n that vray to arrive at an acceptable 
text v/hich'could be adopted at the night meeting. 

5 2 . He invited the Commission to talce a decision on draft resolution E/CH . 4/L . I 4 6 6 . 
He noted that the Federal Republic of Germany had proposed that the v/ord ''consider" 
should be substituted f o r "adopt" i n the introductory part of paragraph 2 , 
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55' Draft resolution E/CN . 4/L . I 4 6 6, as amended, vras adopted without a vote. 

54- The СНА.1ЕМ;Ш drew attention to draft resolution E/CN,4/L.I469, vfhich had been 
submitted by Sweden under agenda item 10 (a) and concerned the Working Group 
responsible f o r drafting a convention on 'rorture. He reminded the Commission 
that separate votes had been'requested on operative paragraph 1 and also on ' 
paragraph 1 'of the' draft resolution which the Comíais s ion, under operative paragraph 3 
recommended for adoption by the Economic and Social Council. 

55' Operative paragraph 1 of draft resolution E/CN.4/L.I469 was adopted by 25 votes 
to 5> with б abstentions. 

56. Paragraph 1 of the draft resolution recommended in operative paragraph 3 of 
draft resolution E/CN.4/L.I469 f o r adoption by the Economic and Social Council was 
adopted by 23 votes to 3̂  vrith б abstentions. 

57- Draft 'resolution E/CN . 4 / L . 1 4 6 9 as a vrhole vras adopted by 29 votes to none, 
vrith 5 abstentions. 

58. The CHAIEI'IAN announced that he vrould give the f l o o r to tvro observers vrho had 
asked to speak on draft resolution E/CN.4/L.1469. 

59. I-Ir. MARTINEZ (observer for Argentina), said that, in connexion vrith the 
draft resolution which had just been adopted, he vrished to refer to accusations 
made against his 'country i n the l a t e s t report of Amnesty International 5 he vrished 
to state that the figures and dates given by that organization vrere false and had 
no basis i n fact. He considered that Amnesty International's attacks against his 
Government violated provisions of Economic and Social Council resolutions vrhich he 
l i s t e d . F i r s t of a l l , in paragraph 56 of Council resolution 1296 (XLIV), 
concerning arrangements for consultation vfith non-governmental organizations, 
consultative status could be suspended or vrithdrawn " i f the organization c l e a r l y 
abuses i t s consultative status by systematicajly engaging in unsubstantiated or 
p o l i t i c a l l y motivated acts against States Members of the united Nations contrary 
to and incompatible vrith the principles of the Charter". In that connexion, he 
also drew attention to paragraph 8 of Council, resolution 1505 (XLVIIl) and 
paragraph 3 (b) of resolution 1919 ( L V I I I ) , both of vrhich he read ou.t. 

60. Mrs. DAES (Observer for Greece) congra/fculated Svreden on i t s i n i t i a t i v e ' i n 
proposing a draft convention on torture and supplying a preliminary text vrhich 
had been the point of ' departure f o r the vrork done in that conne:;:ion (E/CN.4/1285) • 
She also thanked Mrs. Sibal of India, Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group 
on that draft convention, for i t s report--(E/CH-..4./L.1470). As an observer, the 
Greek delegation had follovred closely the a c t i v i t i e s of the Working Group, vrhich i t 
considered very important f o r the United Nations i n general. She hoped that the 
wording of a r t i c l e 2 of the draft convention vrould take into consideration the 
request made by the Egyptian delegation concerning the matter of occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s ; that point should be mentioned c l e a r l y in the f i n a l text of the 
a r t i c l e . She vras completely i n favour of the draft resolution (E/CN.4/L.I469) 
which had just been adopted. 
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Q № S T I O N - OF-A -ееЗШдагОК-or Ш Е RIGHTS OF-THEGHIED (agenda item I 3 ) 
( E/CN . 4 / 1 3 2 4 and Corr.l and, Add.1-4; E/CN.4/L.1465/Rev.l) 

61. Mr. LOPATICA (Poland),. Chairman-Rapporteur of the Working Group set up at the 
Conmiission's t h i r t y - f i f t h session to draw up the convention on the rights of the 
c h i l d , introduced draft resolution E/CH.4/L.1465/Rev.l on that matter. F i r s t of a l l , 
he'reminded the Commission that i n 1979 the international community was observing 
the International Year of the Child, and that a programme of national and 
internation.al measures had been adopted to improve the l o t of children a l l over the 
world. №ât "was why, at •the preceding ses'slon, the Po li sh Government''had proposed 
the consideration of a new item e n t i t l e d "Question of a. coriverition 'on the rights of 
the c h i l d " . In i t s resolution 20 (XXXIV), of which he quoted, operative paragraph 2, 
the Commission had'planned to conclude the' draft convention at" i t s t h i r t y - f i f t h 
session f o r transmission to the' General Assembly through the Economic and S o c i a l 
Council; a certain degree of urgency had also been is tres sed by the Economic 'and 
Social Council and by the General Assembly i t s e l f in resolution.3 3 / 1 6 6 , However, 
the preparation of a convention'ims 'a lengthy process s the time-table had had to be 
extended and i n draft resolution E/CN.4/L.1465/Rev.l i t was proposed that the 
Commission should decide "to continue at i t s t h i r t y - s i x t h session, as a matter of 
p r i o r i t y , i t s vrork on a draft convention or) the rights of the c h i l d wdth a vievr to 
completing, i f possible, the elaboration of the said convention at that session f o r 
transmission to the General Assembly through the Economic and Social Council". . 
To that end, the Working Group established at the t h i r t y - f i f t h session must'be 
re-established at the t h i r t y - s i x t h , and more time a l l o t t e d to i t . In the l i g h t of 
General Assembly resolution 33/166, the Economic and Social Council vras requested, 
in paragraph 2 of draft resolution E/CN.4/L.1465/Rev.l, "to bring to the notice of 
the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - f o u r t h session the present resolution and the 
relevant chapter of the report of the Commission on Human Rights on i t s 
t h i r t y - f i f t h session". 

62. With regard to the idea of organizing a seminar put forxrard i n part Б of that 
draft, resolution, he considered that that vrould be an excellent contribution to the 
observance of the International Year of the Child and that the results of the vrork 
of the s p e c i a l i s t s from different countri -s vrho vrould participate in such a seminar 
vrould be of great value i n the drafting of a convention.- That idea -had been put 
forv-rard by the delegations of the Federal Republic of Germany and France, among 
others. He hoped that a l l Governments vrould be united i n the desire to help the 
children of the vrorld, especially those of developing countries, and that draft 
resolution E/CH.4/L.1465/Rev.l vrould be adopted by consensus. 

The meeting rose at 6 p.m. 




