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The Secretary-General hos received the following coununicatien, which is circulated
in accordance with Economic and Socirl Council resolution 1296 (XLIV).

{16 FPebruery 197°]

The Yomen's Internstional Democratic Federation (VIIF) coneiders that the
situation of childéren is ¢ crucial social problen in mony countries.

The solution of the problems associated with the present-dcy situation of
children, like that of other social problens, denends cn the execution of profound
social and economic reforms aimed 2t nutting an end to colonialism, neo-colonialisn,
fascism, racism anc apartheid, and to 211 ferms of eccnomic and social oppression

and e:xploitation.

The safeguarding of neace is the first condition for guaranteeing 211 children
the right to life, health, wzll-being ond harmonious physical end nental developoent.

That is why YWID@, which hz2s been striving tirelessly for the rights of vomen
and children since iits foundation over 70 years cgo, wholeheartedly supports the
Final Document adopted by the special session of the United llations Generel Assembly,
the resclutions of the thirty-third session of the Generel Assembly, and the other
proposale and initiatives oimed at reducing internationzl tenmsion, halting the arms
race, and promoting disarmament 2nd the use of the sums earmaried for military
purposes to improve children's lives and to foster progress in the fields of health,
education and treining on behalf cf the rising generation.

The protection of the rights of the child entails the protection of righte
vhich are sn integral pert of the over-all Yody of humen rights. Those rights
are stated in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the Inteinational Covensnt on Civil and Politicsl Rights, ond the
International Covenant on Economic and Cultursl Rights.
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Ye would olso menticn the United l'ations Decleration on thc FProlection of
Women and Children in Emergency 2nd Armed Conflict in the struggle for pexce,
self-determination, national liberation ond indenendence, 2 document cf vhich
YIDF wes the initisl omonsor.

. The Decleration of the Righte of the Child cdepted ty the United llations on
20 November 1959 is an international instrument of great importence as regexds the
rights of the child. I'evertheless, despitethe existence of ¢li theee internctional
instruments, there is in mony countrice ac effective pretection cf children.

Information in the possesszion of VIIDF, oné the results of the vario:':s senincrs,
symposiums, conferences #nd the lik~ on the well-being of children, previde clear
evidence of the alamming situction of nillions of children in numerous coun.ries
in all centinents.

In mony couvntries, children are expered to crucl suffering.  Poverty, diserse,
hunger, the lack of educationrl ovportunities, the incdequacy ol nedical cere and
other social evils threaten their eiiistence.

Ve wish to express cw: deep concern ot the trogic sitweticr of children ir the
countries where the democratic freedsms 21¢ sumpressed and racicl discricinaticn
and apartheid constitute the oasis of government policy, in the countries vhose
peoples are strugzling for their nationel indopendence ond freedom agcinst cclonialisn
end neo-colonialisn.

libny children ore denrived of their legitinete rights to education, a proper
upbringing and decent living conditions.

A study made by ILO sicvs thot, in the devcloped copitalist couniries, children
in the age range from 1C te 14 yecrs reprecent 4 per cent of the labour force.
Many young people find 1o employment trhen they leave school. The consequencec of
that situation are juwveiile delinquency, drug addiction, prostitution and vagrancy.

The lack of pre-nsztol, rost-natzl ond general child care, the m2lnuirition and
the living and verking conditions to vhich millions of children in the world are
exposed, and illiteracy are the subject of concern ané of studies by WHU, FAO, ILO,
UNESCO, UNICEF, and other United Netions agencies. The nhencmena in questicn are
clearly reflected in the documents snd statistics of those instituticns.

As the spokesmen of the masses, the NGCs, toc, verk for the well-being cf
children, each in its own wvay. VIIF hos never foiled to strive for the havpiness
of the werld's children. That is vny it meeted with enthusiasm the elaboraticon
and adoption twenty years ago of thc Declaretion of thc Rights of the Child.

WIDF welcomed the emphasis placed Ly the United lictions Internmational Development
Strategy, in clear, albeit genernl, tems, cn the nced to protect children and to
integrate youth in the development process.

In 1975, Inteﬁntional Vomen's Yeor, vhich launched the United liations Decade
for Women under the slogen "Equality, Development and Feace", highlighted the links
that exist between child velfore and the statue of ‘omen.
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The Vierld Congrecs far the Iaternciionzl Yomen's Yerr, nelé in Berlin (Cermen
Democr.atic Republic), as o very bros¢ forum of public opinion, end women from 211
cver the world reeffirmed ti:@ need for concerted action for the well-being of the
c:}xld. The Congress stressed the urgency cf transferming the Declaretion of the
Rights ¢f the Child- into = convention.

It scemed to VIDF 4hat scme kind of pilot action vas olsolutely necessary if
the principles sta2ted in that Doclzraticn vere to de implemented. That is vhy it
was among the first groups of 1'GOs t¢ prepose to the Sconomic and Social Council
the celebration of o yeer of the chilé in crder to unite gcvernmentzl aad non-
eovernnental forces for the vell-being of children.

VIDT is meking greet efferts for the cchievement of the otjectives of the
Internaticnzl Year of tae Child, and ir perticinatin~ actively in the work cf the
international Cermittee {sr the United :'~tions Dceade for Vomen and, in perticuler,
ir the preperetions for tiie vorld cenference ca » 3cie and vesceful future for sll
children to be held, ot ihe noa--scvermmentcl le @1, in It scov in the sutuwmn of 1979.

'TDF ie of the viev thot the nretection o: the child sné the rescurcec allocated
to that end should not be limiied tn volwntary efferts, and that the involvement of
Covernments is a2lso nccessery. That irvel emeni shoculé be backed vwp by national
lawvs and interncticral lcz2l instrumenis.

On the naticnal level, Governnenis should corry cut development prograrmes on
behalf of children.

The protection of children cen b2 ensurcd only il Governnments tcke esscntisl
econcmic and social measvres. The lawvz ond constitutions and the relevant enacting
measures in countries with o scciclist systez= are nrcof of that. The laws are
binding on society as a vhole 2né ca ihe Stote, end 21l the mecsures necessary for

the protection of the child arnd for hic well-being hiave been taken.

The countries which hove thrown off the yoliie cf cclcnialism 3ind hove chosen o
courze of independen: develorment cre impleumenting troad socicl 2nd econcmic refoms
aimed ot cvercoming the cccronic hockwardiress, the hunger, and the disecse and
illiterccy that affeet childien most cf all.

These ccuntries sro cerrving out 2 series cf nrogramnes which conctitute an
integral part cf their develoncent cffcrt ond have as their 2in the inoprovement of
the situatior of chilcren.

Ir. viev of the feregcing erd ~f the feet thot 1979 has been proclained the
Irterrational Year ef <h: Child, "JIOF -xres the Commission on thuman Rights to take
the necessary me2sures tc ensure tial 4he intermation2l convention on the rights
of the ckild vhich is being digeusgel =t thic prercent session iv counleted and
adcpted for submission ic the Genercl sssexmbly.

YIDP agreas vitn 211 the articles of the drcfi eonventior on the rights of the
child, vhichk reflect in thei:- .ntirety tix principle2 laid dowm in the declaration
of the Rights of the Child of 1059. ™e eonvaniicn will be an eifective legel
instrument for the renslization of the rights of Jie child.

I particularly iwlcoues article X ~f the draft convention, which decleres:

wihe child shell be nrotected fron miwstices vhieck may foster recicl,
religious ~r agy other fam of digerinintti-n. Ile shall be brought we ia &
epirit of understauding, telerance, Triendship amene pocples, peace ond universel
brotherhood, zrd in {11 conacicusness vtat kic energy ond tclents should be
devoted t¢ the scrvice of win felle- nen®.
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It wishes to ropose that in drafting the convention the United Nations Peclaraticn
on the Protection of Vomen and Children should be tcken into account. It therefore
guggests the addition to the text of the conventicn of sxticles on the protection
of the children of migrant workers 2nd of the children of refujees.

VIDF herewiti. espresses its fim conviction that this convention, which, 2fter
ratification by States, will have legel force, could make en oppreciable contxibution
towards imprcving the situotion of the child in many countries.



