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The Commission on Humen Rights,

Recommends to the Economic and Social Council the adopticn of the following

draft resolution:

The Economic and Social Council,

Having in mind the fact that General Assembly resolution 31/169 of
21 December 1976 proclaimed 1979 as the International Yeer of the child,

Bearing in mind that since the adoption by the Ceneral Assembly of the
Declaration of the Rights of the Child 19 years have elapsed, during vhich period
States Members of the United Netions have taken into account in the formulation of
their socio-economic policies the principles of that Declaration,

Conscious of the need further to strengthen the compreheneive care and the
well-being of children all over the world,

Being aware of the special need to sesist children in the devezloping countries
in » monner consistent with the goals of the New International Economic Order,

Having in mind the International Covenent on Civil and Political Rights, in
particular its articles 23 and 24, as well as the Internationsl Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, in particular its erticle 10, '

Resolves to recommend to the Genersl Assembly the adoption of an interpational,
legelly binding instrument in the form cf a Convention on the Rights of the Child on
1he basis of principles and provisions contained in the United Nations Declaration

of the Rights of the Child.
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DRAFT CONVENTICN OR THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
The States Parties to the present Convention,

Bearing in mind thet thc peoples c¢f the hited hationz have, in the Charter,
reaffirmed their faith in fundamuentsl hutan rights ond an the dignity end worth
of the humnsn person, and have deternin«<d to promcte socizl progrees end better

standexrds cf life in larger frecdom,

Recognizing that the United Noticns have, in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights snd in the Internotional Covensnts on Bumen Rights, proclaimed and
agrued that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedsms et forth therzin,
without distinction of any kind, suck as race, c¢clour, sex, language, religion,
politicel or other opinion, nationzl or social crigin, property, birth or other
status,

Recognizing alsoc that the child, by reason of his physical and mentsl
immaturity, nceds special safeguards a2nd care, including sprropriate legal
protection, befcore as well as aftor birth,

Having in mind that the need for such special safeguerds has been stated in
the Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child of 1924 and in the '
United Nations Declaration of the Rights cf the Child of 1959 oand recognized in
the Universsl Declarai.on of Human Rights, in the Internstional Covenant on Civil
snd Politicel Rights (in porticuler ir its articlcs 23 and 24), in the
International Covanant on Econcmic, Sccial ané Cultural Rights (in particular
in its article 10) and in thz statut2s of specialiized sgencies and international
orgenizations concerned with the welfarc of chiidren, )

Proclaining that menkind ocwes to the child the best it has to give,.

Have sgroed as follows.

driicle I
Every child, without any exception whatsocver, shall be entitlcd tc the rights
set forth in this Convention, without » distinction or ..scrimination on account
of rece, colour, sex, language, religicn, political and ~ther opinion, netionel
or socisl origin, property, birth or othir status, “thitacr of himsclf or of his
fanily.
Article II
The chilé shell enjoy spueisl proteccticn ond shall be given cpportunitics and
focilitieu, by low ond by other menns, to enable him to develap physicoally,
montally, morslly, spiritunlly rnd sociclly in r healthy ~nd nerncl manner ond in
conditions of frvedom rnd dignity. In th. <nnctnent of lsws for this purposc, the
beat interosts of the child shnrll be the paramcunt considoration.
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srticle IIl
The child shall be cntitled from his birth to a name and & notionality.
' Article IV '

The child shall enjoy the benefits of social security. He shall be entitled
to grow and develop in health; to this end, speciel care and protection shsll be
provided both to him and to his mother, including adequate pre-natal and post-
natal core. The child shall have the right to adequate nutrition, housing,
recreation and medical services.

Article V

The child who is physically, mentally or socially handicapped shall be given

the special treatment, cducotion and care required by his particular condition.
Axticle VI '

The child, for the full and harmonious devélopnent of. his persohality, needs
love and understanding. He shall, wherever possible, grow up in the care ond
under the responsibility of his psrents and, in any case, in an atmosphecre of
affcction and of moral and materiel security; a child of tender years shall not,
save in exceptional circumstanccs, be scparated fronm his mother. Society and the
public authorities shal) have thc duty to extend particular eere to children
without » family and to those without adequatc mcons of support. Payment of State
and other assistance towards the mainteonance of children of large fomilies is
desirable. '

Lrticle VII

1. The child is entitled to receive education, which shell be free and
compulsoiy, at least in the elementary stages. He shall be given on cducation
which will promote his gcnerol culturc and vnsble hin, on basis of equal
npportunity, to dcvelop his abilitiaa, his individual judgewent ond his sense
of moral and social responsibility, and to become a uscful.nember of society.

2. The best interusts of the child shall be the guiding principle of those
responsible for his cducation ond guidance; thet rceponsibility lics in the first
plocc with his perents. '

3,  The child shall have full opportunity for play ond rocreation, which
chould be directed to the some purpnses as «ducetion; socicty and the pudblic
suthoritics sholl endoavour to promotc ihu cnjoynent of this right.

Lrticlo VIIT

The child shall in nll circumstancus bc smong the first t3 recoive protcction

and rclicf.
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lrticle IX

1. .The'child sholl be protected aghinst all forms of neglect, cruelty
ond exploitation. Hie shall not be the subject of traffic, in any form.

2. The child shesll not be ednitied to'cnploymcnt bcefore an oppropriate
ninimun oge; hc shall in no cesc be caused or permitted to engage in any
occupation or employment which would projudicc kis healtn or educaticn, or
interfere with his physicsl, mental or morzl dcvelopuent,

Lrticle X

The child shell be protccted from practices which mcy foster rscial,
religious or any other form of discrirination. He shall be brought up in s spirit
of understending, tolerance, friendship among peoples, peacc and universel
brotherhood, and in full consciousness that his energy and tzlents should be
devoted to the scrvicc of his fellow nicn.

Jrticle XI

The Statos Particg to the present Convention zgrce to report on the stotus
of implementation of this Convention to the Economic and Social Council through
the Sccretary-General of the United Nations one yoar sfter retification of the
Convention and theresftgr once every five years.

Jrticle XII

The present Convention is open for signaturc by a1l States. Jny Statc which

does not sign the Convention before its entry into force mny accode to it.
~rticle XIII .

1. The prescnt Convention is subject to rotification. Instruments of
ratificotion shell be deposited with the Sceretcry-Gonersl of the United Notions.

2. Jccession shall be effccted ﬁy the deposit of an inatrument of '
accession with the Sceretery-General of the United Nzticns,

. rticle XIV

l. The present Qonvention shall cnlcr into force six nmonths after the dete
of the deposit with the §ccretagy-00nera1 of the Unitcd Notions of tho fifteenth
instrument of ratification or nccusaion.

2. For cech Strte rotifying the present Conventicn or nccoding to it after
the deposit of the fiftcenth instrunant of rotification or instrument of accession,
the Convention shnll cnter into force six months aftur the dotc of the doposit of
its own instrument of rotificntion or instrumcent of acccssion.
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srticle XV
Iny Statc Porty noy donounce the present Convention by o written notification
to the Suerctory-Gencral of the Unitod iations. Denunciation shall toke offcct
cne yesr czfter the daic of reccipt of the notification by tho Scerctery-General.
wrtizle XVI
1. L request for the revision of the prescnt Convention ey bec made at any
tinc by cny Staty Porty by meons of o notificotion in writing nddressed to the
Secerctary-General of the Uhited Nations.
e The Genersl .sserbly of the United Notions shall decide upon the steps,
if any, to k2 takoen in respect cof such requcst.
Lrticle XVII
The Secrctary-Genoeral of the United lations shell inform all Statcs of the
fcllowing particulerss:
(a) Signzturcs, rotifications and accussions under articles XII ond AIIX;
(b) Tho dote of entry into force of the present Convention under article XIV;
(c) Denunciations under article XV;
(d) Notifications under articlc XVI.
Articlc XVIII
1. The proesert Convention, of which the Chincsc, English, Fronch, Russian
and Spanish texts ar. ugunlly oauthontic, shall bo depogited in the archives of
the United Hotions.
2. Thc Scerctory-General of the Unitcd gations shnll transnit certificd

copics of the prescnt Convention to »ll Statoes.



