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QUESTION OF A CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Austria, Bulparia, Colombia, Jordan, Peru, roland,
Senegal and Syrian Arab Republic: revised draft
regolution

The Commission on thman Rights,
Taking into consideration the draft Convention on the Rights of the Child

submitted by Poland on 7 February 1978,

1. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the draft Conventa.on to Membe:>
States and to competent specialized agencies, regional intergovernmental organizations
and competent non-governmental organizatioms, inviting them to communicate to him not
later than 31 October 1978 their views, observations and suggestions on such a Conventicae
and recuests him to submit a report thereon to the Commission on Human Rights at its
thirty-fifth session;

2. Decides to continue, as a matter of priority, at its thirty-fifth session, its
congideration of the draft Convention on the Rights of the Child, taking into accou. -
hoth the draft Convention cnnexed tc this resolution and the report of the
Secretary-GCeneral, with a vieu to adopting the Convention at that session for tranc.._:ion
to the GCeneral Agssembly through the Economic and Social Council;

3. Recommonds that the Economic and Social Council should adopt the followin;
draft regolution:

"The Economic and Social Council,

“Having in mind the fact that General Assembly resolution 51/169 of
21 December 1576 proclaimed 1979 as the International Year of the Chilg,

"Bearing in mind that, since the adoption by the Ceneral Assembly of the
Declaration of the Rights of the Child, 1¢ years have elapsed, during vhich peiac .
States Members of the Unitod Nations have talien into account in the formulation of
their socio-economic policiec the principles of that Declaration,
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"Conscious of the need further to strensthen the comprohensive:cars and
the well-being of children all over the world,

"Being avare of tiie special need to assist chﬂdxep in the developing
countries in a monner consistent witih the goals of the nev international
econonic oider,

"lavine in mind the International Covenant on Civil anéd Political Rights,
in particwlar its articles 23 and 24, as well as the International Covcnant
on Economic, Sociel and Cultural Rignts, in particular its article 10,

"Hotins recolution e.... (XXXIV) of the Commission on lluman Rights,

"Takes note with satisfaction of the worl: undesrtaten by the Commission at
its thirty-fourth session vith a view to preparing a Convention on the Rights
of the Child and its deciszion finally to adopt cuch a Convention at its
thirty-fiitah session,

"Recomuiends to the General Assembly that it include in the agenda for its
thirty-fourth session, as a priority matter, the question of the adoption of a
Convention on the Rights of the Child." '
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Agnex
DRAFT CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

The States Parties to the present Convention,

Bearing in mind that the peoples of the United Nations have, in the Charter,
reaffirmed their feith in fundamental human rights and in the dignity and vorth
of the human person, and have determined to promote social progress and better
giendards of life in larger freedom,

Recognizing that the United Nations have, in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and in the Internationel Covenants on Human Righte, proclaimed and
agreed that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth therein,
without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other
status,

Recognizing 2lso that the child, by reason of his physical and mental
immaturity, needs special safuguards and care, including appropriate legal
protection, before as well as after birth,

Having in mind thot the need for such special safeguards has been stated in
the Geneva Declcration of the Rights of the Child of 1924 and in the
United Naotions Declaration of the Rights of the Child of 1959 and recognized in
the Universal Decl:.-ation of Human Rights, n the Internatioral Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (in particular in its articles 23 and 24), in the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (in particular in
ito article 10) and in the statutes of specialized agencies and international

organizetions concerned with the welfare of children,
Proclaiming that mankind owes to the child the Lest it has to give,

Have ed o8 follovws:
ixticle I

Every child, without eny exception whatsoever, shall be entitled to the
rights set forth in this Convention, without a distinction or discrimination on
account ~~ race, colour, sex, language, religion, political and other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth or other astatus, vhethor of himself or
of his family.

Article II
The child shall enjoy special protection and sliall be given opportunities

and frcilities, by lav and by other means, to cnable him to develop physically,
mentally, morally, spiritually and socially in a hoalthy and normal manner and
in conditions of freedom and dignity. In the enactusnt of laws for this purpose,
the bost intorosts of the child slhiell Le the paramount consideration.
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ticle III
The ciild shall be entitled from his “»irth to a name end a nationality.
Article IV

The child shall enjoy the benefits of social security. He shell be
entitled to grow and develop in health; to this end, special carc and
protection shall be provided both to him and to his mother, including adequate
pre-natzl and post-natal care. The child shall have the right to adequate
mutrition, housing, recreation and wedical sexvices.

Article V

The child who is physically, mentaily or socially handir.pped shall be
given the special trzztment, education and care required by his particular
condition.

ixticle VI

The child, for the full and harmonious development of his personslity,
nceds love and understanding. He shall, wherever possible, grow up 'in the care
and under the responsibility of his parents and, in any case, in an atmosphere of
affection snd of moral and material security; = child of tender years shall not,
save in exceptional circumstances, be scparzted from his mother. Society and the
public authoritics shall iavc the duty to extend particular care tc children
without = family and to tiiose without adequate means of support. Payment of
State znd other assistance towards the maintenance of children of large families
is desirsble.

1. The child is cntitled to receive educction, which shall be free end
compulsory, at lezst in the elementary stazes. lic shall b2 given an cducation
which will promote his generzl culture cnd enable him, on 2 basis of equxl
opportunity, to develop his abilities, his individual judgement and his sense of
moral and social responsibility, ind to vecome a useful membor of society.

2. The vest interests of the child shall b2 tle zuiding principle of those
responsible for his education and guidancc; that responsibility lics in the first
place vith his parents. .

3. The child shell heve full onportunity for play end rccreation, which
should be directed to the samc purposcs as cducation; society and the pudlic
authorities shall endoavous tc promote the anjoyment of thius right.

Article VIII

The child shall in all circumstances be emong the first to rcocive

protection end relief,
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Article IX

1. The chilu shall be protected igaifmt all forms of neglect, cruelty and
exploitation. lie shall not be the subject of traffic, in any form.

2. The child shall not be admitted to cmployment before an appropriate
minimum age; he shall in no case be czused or permitted to engage in any
occupation or employment which would prejudice his hezlth or education, or
interfere with his physical, mental or moral developument.

Article X

The child shall be protected from practicec which may foster racial,
religious or any other form of discrimination. le shall be brought up in a
spirit of understanding, tolerance, friendship among peoples, peace and universal
brotherhood, and irn full consciousness that his energy and telents should be
devoted to the service of his fellow men.

Article XI

The States Parties undertake to submit to the Economic and Social Council,
through the Secretary-General, periodic reports on the implementation of this
Convention. These reports shall be submitted initially, one yecar after the
entry into force of the Convention for the State concermed, and thereafter every
five ycars.

Article XII

The reports stOmitted by the States P ‘ties under articl: XI shall be
considercd by the Economic and Social Council which may mcke generel observations
and bring them to the attention of the General .ssembly.

2xticle XIII

The present Convention is open for signaturc by all States. Any State which

docs not sign the Convention before its entry into force moy accede to it.
Lxticle XIV

1. The prosent Convention is subject to ratification. Instrumeats of
retification shall be deposited vith the Secretary-Goneral of the United Nations.

2. Accession shall be effected by the doposit of an instruwment of
accession wvith the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article XV

1. The prosent Convantion shall enter into force six months after the
date of tho deposit with the Secretary-Genoral of the United Nations of the
fifteenth instrument of retification or acocession.

2. For each Statec ratifying tho prosont Convention or acceding to it after
tio deposit of the fifteenth instrument of ratification or instrument of
eccossion, tho Convention shell enter into forece six wmonths aftexr the date of
thc depnoit of ites own instrument of ratificaticn or instrumont of ccoossion.
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ticle XVI
iny State Party may denounce the present Convontion by a written

notification to the Sccretary-General of the United F-tions. Denunciation shall
talke effect one year after the date of receipt of the notificaiion by the
Secretary-General.
Article XVII
1. A request for the revision of the present Convention may be made at any
time Ly any State Party by means of a notification in writing addressed to the
Sccretary-General of the United Hztions.
2. The General Assembly of the United laticna shall decide upon the steps,
if any, to be taken in respect of such request.
Irticle XVIII
The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States of the
folloving particulars:
(2) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under articles XIII and XIV;
(b) The dete of entry into force of the present Convention under article XV;
(c) Denunciations under crticle XVI; '

{d) Notifications under article XVII.

1. The present Convention, of which the Chinese, Englisk, French, Russian
and Spanish texts are equelly authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of

the United Hations.
2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified

copies of the present Convention to all States.




