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Austria, Bulgaria, Colombia, Jordan, Poland, Senegal and
Syrian Arab Renublic: draft resolution

The Coumission on Human Rights,

Taking into consideration the draft Conventicn on the Rights of the Child
submitted by Poland on 7 February 1978 and annexed to the present resolution,

1. Requests the Secretsry-General to transmit the draft Convention to Member
States inviting them to communicate to him not later than 30 June 1978 their views,

observations and suggestions on such a Convention and requests him to submit a
repert thereon to the Sconomic and Social Council at its second rcgular session of
1978;

2. Requests the Lconomic and Social Council to undertake at its second
rcgular session of 1978 thc considerstion of the draft Convention on the Rights of
the. Child, taking ints account both the dreft prescnted by Poland and the report of
the Sccretary-Gcneral;

5. Recormende that the Economic and Social Council should adopt at i%s second
remular session in 1978 the folloving diaft resolution:

"The Ecunonic and Social Council,
“lHaving in nind the tact that General Assenbly resolution 31/169 of

21 December 1976 piroclaimed 1Y79 as the Internaticnal Ycar of the Child,
"Bearing in mind that since the adoption by the General Assembly of the

Daclaration of the Righta of the Child 19 years have elapsed, cduring which

perioé Statas Menbers of the United Nations have taken into account in the

fornulation of their socic-econonic policica the principles of that

Duclarativa,
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"Conscious of the need further to strengthen the comprehensive cere and
the we;l-heing of children all over thr world,

'Being aware of the special necd to assist children in *‘he dove'lopine
countries in a manner consistent with the goale of the New International
Economic Order,

"Having in mind tiae International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
in particular its articles 23 and 24, as -well as the International Covenant
on Economic, Sociai and Cultural Rights, in particular its article 10,

“"Resolves “c recomamend to the General Assenmbly that it consider the
drafting of a Convention on the Rights of the Child based on the principles
and provisions contained in the United Nations Decleration of the Righte of
the Child as cresented in the draft Convention annexed to Commission on Human
Rights resolution ______ (XOXIV) as well as on the views, observations and
suggestions of Member States transmitted to the Secretary-General under
paragraph 1 of Comm‘ssion resolution ____ (XrXiv), with the hope that it will
be adopted at the thirty-fourth session of the General Assembly."
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Annex
. DRAFT CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS (F THE CHILD

The States Parties to the present Convention,

Bearing in mind that the peoples of the United Nations have, in the Charter,
reaffirmed their faith in fundamental human rights and in the dignity and worth
of the human person, and have detexrmined to promote social progress and better
standgrds of .life in larger freedom, . ,

Recognizing that the United Nations have, in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and in the International Covenants on Human Rights, proclaimed and
agreed that everyone is entitlad to all the rights and freedoms set forth therein,
without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religionm,
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other
status, : .

Recognizing also that the child, by reason of his physical ‘and mental
inmaturity, needs special safeguards and care, including appropriate legal
protection, before as well as after birth,

Having in mind that the need for such special safeguards has been stated in
the Ceneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child of 1924 and in the
United Nations Declaration of the Rights ef the Child of 1959 and recognized in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in the Intermational Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (in particular in its articles 23 and 24), in the
International Covenant on Economic, Social a.d Cultural Rights (in particular
in its article 10) and ir the statutes of specialized agencies and intermationmal
organizations concerned with the welfare of children,

Proclaiming that mankind cwes to the child the best.it has to give,

Have agreed as follows:
' Article I

Every child, without any exception whatsoever, shall be entitled to the rights
set forth' in this Convention, vithout a distinction or discrimination on account
of race, colour, sex, language, religion, political and other opinion, nationmal
or social origin, property, birth or other status, whether of himself or of his
fanily.

Article II

The child shall enjoy special protection and shall be given opportunities and
facilities, by law and by other means, to enable him to develop physically,
mentally, morally, spiritually and socially in a healthy and noxmal manner.and in
conditions of freedom and dignity. In the enactment of laws for this purpoio, the
best interests of the child shall be the paramount considexation.
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Article III
The child shall be entitled from his " .rth to a name and a nationality.

Article IV )

The child shall enjoy the benefits of social seourity. He shall be entitled
to grow and develop in health; to this end, special care and protection shall be
provided both to him and to his mother, including adequate pre-natal and
post-natal care. The child shall have the right to adequate nutrition, housing,
recreation and medical services.

Article V

The child who is physically, mentally or socially handicapped shall be given

the special treatment, education and care required by hie particular condition.
Article VI

The child, for the full and harmonious development of his personality, needs
love and understanding. He shall, wherever posaible, grow up in the care and
under the responsibility of his parents and, in any case, in an atmosphere of
affection and of moral and material security; a child of tender years shall not,
save in exceptional circumstances, be separated from his mother. Society and the
public authorities shall have the duty to extend particular care to children
without a family and to those without adequate means of support. Payment of State
and other assistance towards the maintenance of children of large families is
desirable. ‘ ’

1..° The child is entitled to receive education, which shall be free and
compulsory, at least in the elementary stages. He shall be given an education
which will promote his general culture and enable him, on a basis of equal.
opportunity, to develop his abilities, his individual judgement and hia sense
of moral and social responsibility, and to become a useful member of society.

+ 2. 'The best interests of the vchild.. shall be the guiding principle of those
responsible for his education and guidmce; that responsibility lies in the first
place with his parents.

3. . The child shall have full opportunity for pla,y and recreation, which
should be directed to the same purposes as education; society and the pudblic
authorities shall endeavour to promote the enjoyment of this right.

Ariicle VIII

The child =hall in all circumstances be among the first to receive protection

and relief.
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.....Azticle IX

.1, The child shall Ve protected againsi all forms of neclect, cruelty .
and exploitation. He shall not be the subject of traffic, in any fom.

2. The child shall not bz admitted to employment before an appropriate
ainimur age; he shall in no case b2 caused or permitted to engage in any
cccupation or employment whicn would prejudice his health or education, or
interfere with his physical, mental ox moral development.

Article X

Jhe child shall b= protected from practices which may foster racial,
seligious or any other form of discrimiration. He shall be brought up in a spirit
of amnderstending, tolerance, frierdship among peoples, peace and universal
wrothorhood, and in full conscicusness that his energy and talents should be
devoted to the service of his feliow nen. |

Ariicle XI

The States Parties to the pre.é;}x; E':.c;r‘wention agree to report on the status
of implementation of this Convention to the Economic and Social Council through
the Semetary-fieneral of the United Fations one year after ratification of the
vonvention.and thereafter once evzyy five years.

Article XTI

The present Conv~ition is open for cignatura by all States. Any State which

does noi sign the Conventinn before its entiry into force may accede to it.
Article XII1

1. The present Convention is subject %o ratification. Instruments of
ratification shall nc depcuited with the Secretary-Gereral of the United Nations.

2. lccession £inll ve effrcted by the deposit of an instrument of
accaasion with the Secretury-Gencral of the United Wations,

Article X1V

1. The preseni Conveniion shall enter inin force six months after the date
of the deposit with the Secretary-Ueneral of the United Nations of the fifteenth
instrument of ratification or acceassion.

2. For each &tate rctifying the w ceent Convention or acceding to it after
the deposit of the fiftcemth instrument ol rativication or instrment of accession,
*he Convention skall enter into force aix zcnths after the date of the deposit of

‘s own instrument of ratification or initrument of acceesion.
Article XV

4wy Stetu Party any demounce th: present Convention by a written notification
to the Secretary-fieneral of the United Nations. Demunciation shall take effect
one ywar aftes tha Jute of receipt of the notification by the Secretary-Ceneral,



E/CN.4/L.1366/Rev.1
Annex S ’
page 4

Article XVI
1. A request for the revision of the present Convention may be made at any

time by any State Party by means of a notification in writing addressed to the
Secmtsry-cen;snl of the United Nations.
2. The Ceneral Assembly of the United Nations shall decide upon the steps,
if any, to be taken in respect of such request.
Article XVII
The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States of the
following particulars:
(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under articles XII and XIII;
(v) The date of entry into force of the present Convention under article XIV;
(c) Demunciations under article XV;
(d) Fotifications under article XVI.
Article XVIII
1. The present Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian
and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of
the United Nations.
2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall tranmmit certified
copies of the present Convention to all States.




