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The Secretary-General has received the following witten statenent, which
is distributed in accordance with Economic and Social Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).

[15 January 1993]

Hunan rights violations in Iraq

1. Iragi government forces perpetrated serious and w despread hunman rights
viol ati ons throughout 1992, and these have continued into 1993: they include
Wi despread arbitrary arrests, torture, "di sappearances” and extrajudicial
executions. The fate of victims of human rights violations which occurred in
the late 1980s and, in particular, after the uprising in March 1991 renains
unknown. However, additional information has conme to |light regarding the
nature and scal e of these atrocities.

2. The human rights situation in southern Iraq renained particularly serious
for nost of 1992, including after the inposition of an air-exclusion zone by
United States, United Kingdom and French forces on 27 August. According to

i nformation received by Amesty International, the Iragi Governnment has
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stepped up its efforts to terrorize the Arab Shi'a Mislim population of Iraq's
maj or southern cities and towns and the | ocal population of the southern

mar shes (al-ahwar). The organization believes that the Governnment has not
only taken punitive neasures agai nst those suspected of having participated in
the March 1991 uprising, but also against |large sectors of the Shi'a Muslim
popul ation of the south for their inputed political synpathies.

3. Since April 1992, when the lraqi mlitary authorities issued orders to
the | ocal population of the marshes to evacuate their homes, military attacks
on the area intensified, particularly in July and August. Using heavy
artillery and helicopter gunships, sonme of these attacks were nmade on what
were clearly civilian targets. Amesty International detailed a nunber of
attacks on towns and villages in the al-'Amara narshes which took place
between 7 July and 2 August. The extent and persistence of the bonbardnent of
civilian targets and the | ack of any attenpt by the Government to detain
rather than kill alleged suspects, |led Amesty International to believe that
t he Government was not only failing to discrimnate between unarnmed civilians
and conbatants, but that it had apparently adopted a policy of deliberately
targeting non-conbatant civilians.

4. Al t hough the air-exclusion zone put an end to aerial attacks on the area
after 27 August, Iraqgi government forces stepped up their ground attacks on

t he marshes, and these were acconpani ed by wi despread arbitrary arrests and
the torture or execution of detainees. Amesty International received details
of repeated artillery and nortar attacks on scores of villages and towns in
the vicinity of al-'Amara, al-Nasiriyya and Basra between 28 August and

4 Cctober. Eye-witnesses spoke of a consistent pattern of tank and artillery
shelling of towns and villages followed by randomarbitrary arrests by
infantry brigades in areas penetrable on foot. Such attacks continued in
January this year

5. Several thousand Arab Shi'a Muslins were also reported to have been
arrested during 1992 in southern lraq's major cities, including al-Hlla,

al -Naj af, Karbala', al-Di waniyya, Basra, al-Nasiriyya and al' Anmara. Mbst
arrests were said to have occurred after 27 August and to have continued into
Decenmber. Those detained were | argely non-conbatant civilians, including
whole famlies, who were taken fromtheir homes and public places and
transferred to unknown destinations. In the second week of October

wi despread arrests were reported in the context of the officially named
"punitive canpaign", al-Ham a al-Ta'di biyya. Mst of the arrests took place
in al-'"Arara province, where nany of the detainees were reportedly unarned
civilians arrested at random by the arny and security forces. Mst were held
at the 4th Army Corps' headquarters in the city of al-'Amara. According to
reports received, nmany of the detainees were held for short periods of up to
20 days and allegedly tortured, and in sone cases released only after naking
cash paynents.

6. The fate and whereabouts of many of these detainees renai n unknown, and
there are growing fears that many nmay have been extrajudicially executed while
in custody or nmay have died under torture. Anobng the torture testinonies
received by Amesty International during 1992 were those of two fornmer
det ai nees rel eased in June after being held for four nonths at al-Radwani yya
garrison sout h-west of Baghdad. Both nmen testified in Novenber that they had
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been held in one of six nakeshift cells in the yard of the garrison, each of
whi ch hel d about 300 detai nees. They stated that they had been tortured while
i n custody, including being subjected to repeated beatings and el ectric
shocks, and that several other detainees had died under torture. One of them
apparently died fromsevere burns after being tied to a skewer and "roasted"
over a flane. According to their testinonies, hundreds of detainees were
executed during the four nonths they spent at the garrison. The victins, many
of whom were arrested after the March 1991 uprising, were said to have been
lined up against palmtrees, blindfolded and executed by firing squad; their
bodi es were then buried in one of several nmass graves in the garrison.

Details also continued to be received of the torture and ill-treatnent of

ot her detai nees, including foreign nationals accused of ordinary crinina

of f ences.

7. Scores of executions were reported during 1992. Anmpong the victinms were
at least 42 merchants, traders and busi nessnen executed in Baghdad on 26 July
after being accused of profiteering. They were anong several hundred nenbers
of prominent Sunni and Shi'a fam lies detained that nonth in a wave of
arrests. The Iragi Government stated that the 42 nmen had been tried and
convicted, but reports received by Anmesty International indicate that severa
were sinmply shot dead upon being apprehended. Earlier, at least 47 mlitary
personnel engaged in military operations in southern Iraq were arrested

bet ween May and July, reportedly after failing to conply with mlitary orders.
Their fate and whereabouts remai n unknown, and there are fears that they may
have been execut ed.

8. Ammesty International remains gravely concerned about the continued

i mposition of the death penalty for ordinary crimnal offences, including
premedi tated nurder, theft and rape. The organization also strongly condemms
and calls for the i mediate repeal of a decree issued by Iraq's Revolutionary
Command Council on 21 Decenber 1992, which forbids the arrest, interrogation
and bringing to justice of |aw enforcenent officials who injure or Kkill
crimnal suspects, security offenders or arny deserters in the course of their
duty. There are grave fears that the law will give security and police
officials a free hand to adopt a "shoot to kill" policy both towards crim na
suspects and political opponents who may include individuals not involved in
any violent activity.

9. Thousands of suspected government opponents and their famlies arrested
in previous years remain in detention, many of them prisoners of conscience.
At | east 200,000 others who have "disappeared” in recent years are stil
unaccounted for, and it is feared that nany of them have been executed. New
i nformati on was recei ved by Amesty International during 1992 about such
victins, including at |east 76 Kurds arrested in the Arbil region in the
aftermath of the March 1991 uprising and over 5,000 Kurds from Kalar in

Sul ai mani ya provi nce who "di sappeared” in 1988 during the "Anfal Operations”
In early 1992 several mass graves were uncovered near Arbil, Sul ai maniya and
ot her regions, each containing the remains of scores of Kurdish civilians and
conbat ants who had "di sappeared” in custody. O her detainees who remain
unaccounted for are Kuwaiti nationals taken prisoner after lraq s invasion of
Kuwait in Septenber 1990, and whose nunber as estinmated by the Kuwaiti
Governnent at the end of 1992 stands at 870. The Iraqgi Government continues
to deny hol di ng any such prisoners.
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10. Human rights abuses were also committed during 1992 by opponents of the
Iragi Government, notably in northern Iraq in areas under the control of the
Iragi Kurdi stan Front and, since July, the Council of Mnisters for the

Kurdi stan Region. According to Aimesty International's information, these

abuses include the torture or ill-treatnent of detainees, the conviction of
def endants following unfair trials, the inposition of the death penalty and
extrajudicial killings. Amesty International has expressed its concern to

t he Kurdish authorities about such abuses.

11. On 30 Novenber, Amesty International again drew attention to Iraq's
appal I i ng human rights record, and reiterated its call for United Nations
action, including that a special United Nations teambe sent to Iragq, with
powers to investigate all eged abuses, ensure protection for victins and work
with the Governnment to help enforce human rights standards.

Ammesty International supports the proposal for on-site nobnitors in the
country rmade by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Iraq in his first
report to the Comm ssion on Human Rights in February 1992, and regrets that it
has not been acted on to date as it could have saved countless lives. Inits
statement, Amesty International urged the General Assenbly to "endorse
on-site nonitoring as a matter of urgency", and subsequently wel conmed the
resolution on the human rights situation in Iraq passed on 18 Decenber, in

whi ch the CGeneral Assenbly expressed its support for the Special Rapporteur's
proposal and invited the Conmmi ssion on Human Rights to followit up at its
forty-ninth session. Ammesty International calls upon the Conmi ssion to take
up this invitation at its present session and to respond to this clear nessage
of support fromthe General Assenbly. Inasnuch as the Iragi Governnent
continues to sanction atrocities as a matter of policy, the Conmmi ssion shoul d
take i nmredi ate and concrete steps to establish a human rights nonitoring
presence in the region wthout further delay.



