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The Secretary-Ceneral has received the following witten statenent,
which is distributed in accordance with Econonm ¢ and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).

[4 February 1993]
HUVAN RI GHTS VI CLATI ONS I N HAI TI

1. The Haitian arned forces continue to commt gross and systenatic hunan
rights violations which has created a climte of fear anobng the popul ati on
and i mpunity anong the perpetrators. Anyone even suspected of supporting
the return to Haiti of the constitutional President, Jean-Bertrand Arstide,
is at serious risk of arrest, detention, and even torture of execution.

2. Despite condemation fromthe international community, including the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights in its resolution 1992/77 adopted unani nously
during the forty-eighth session, the Haitian arny and police, along with rura
poli ce known as "section chiefs" and paramlitary groups, continue to defy
Organi zation of American States and United Nations resolutions calling for

a halt to violations and the prosecution of those responsible. Horrendous
practices show no sign of ending. Haiti has ratified the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The follow ng cases provide only

a snap-shot of the daily depredations of the Haitian armnmed forces.
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Extrajudicial executions (violations of the right to life and the security and
integrity of the person; article 6 of the International Covenant on Gvil and
Political Ri ghts)

3. The body of M. Jacques Derenoncourt was found on 3 Decenber 1992
near Morne Cabrit, approxinmately 20 miles north of Port-au-Prince.

M. Derenoncourt was abducted by arnmed nen on Wednesday, 2 Decenber

at 2 p.m in downtown Port-au-Prince and he was never seen alive again.
M. Derenoncourt was a nenber of KONAKOM a consortium of grass-roots
political parties known for their support of President Aristide.

4, On 21 Novenber 1992, two ot her nmenbers of KONAKOM were sinmilarly abducted
by arned men in civilian clothes. Wsner Luc, 20 years old, was abducted
along with Justin Brézil, 29 years old, on Sunday, 21 Novenber at about 1 p.m
in Carrefour, a city bordering south-western Port-au-Prince. Armed nmen took
themaway in a jeep. The body of one, M. Luc, was found the next day.

M. Brézil has not been seen since his "di sappearance". The Lawyers Committee
fears for the life of M. Brézil and wote a letter to the Working G oup on
Enforced or Involuntary D sappearances asking it as a matter of utnopbst urgency
to contact the Haitian de facto authorities to determ ne his whereabouts and
to ensure his well-being. W have no further infornmation about his case.

M. Brézil has not been seen since his abduction. H's "disappearance" is
grave cause for concern. The Lawers Committee fears that he may have been
extrajudicially executed.

5. The body of M. Luc was discovered on 22 Novenber along the road to
Croi x des Bouquets, north-east of Port-au-Prince. The body reportedly had
nunerous bull et wounds and |l acerations. M. Luc's fanmly identified the body
at the norgue.

6. Both M. Luc and M. Brézil were well-known nenbers of KONAKOM

a coalition of political parties and grass-roots organi zati ons known for
their support of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide. Real and suspected
supporters of President Aristide have been targeted for abuse by the Haitian
arnmed forces and their civilian allies.

7. On 19 August 1992, the bodies of three young nmen were found in

the central norgue. The nen had been arrested on 18 August by menbers

of the Haitian security forces who found them putting up posters of
President Aristide the day before a delegation fromthe O gani zati on of
Anerican States and the United Nations were due to arrive. One of those
killed was 25-year-old Martine Rénmilien, a co-founder of a new pro-Aristide

party.

Illegal arrest, detention, torture and mstreatnent (violations of articles 7
9 and 10 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts)

8. On 16 January 1993, 107 people were arrested in Lapierre, outside

the coastal city of CGonaives, for attenpting to | eave the country by boat.

A representative of the National Coalition for Haiti an Refugees was able to

interview many of the detainees and found that 40 wonen and 12 children were
anong those arrested and detained. The children were being kept with adult
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prisoners in the arny prison in the Gonaives barracks. Forty-five prisoners
were kept for four days before finally being brought before a judge who
ordered their release. The rest remained in detention for several nore days.

9. The journalist, M. Jean Enmile Estinable was illegally arrested and

detai ned on 22 January by Section Chief Gl és in Pont Joux near the town of
Mar chand Dessalines. He was then taken to the prison in Marchand Dessal i nes
where he spent the night and he was subsequently transferred to the prison in
St. Marc on 23 January. He has been beaten and tortured. H s health is in a
precarious state as a result of the beating and the terrible conditions of
detention. M. Estimable is a former correspondent for Radio Cacique, a radio
station that was destroyed during the first days after the Septenber 1991
coup. He allegedly had pro-Aristide literature when he was arrested.

10. M. Estimable was still in detention as of Saturday, 30 January. His
health is a serious concern. The Catholic Church's Commi ssion for Justice and
Peace was able to visit himbriefly. They saw visible evidence that he had
been struck repeatedly around the ears and had been tortured with the

Kal ott Marasso (a typical Haitian torture nmethod where the victimis

si mul taneously beaten on both sides of the head). M. Estinable had great
difficulty hearing when asked questions. He has not received any nedica
attention and the marks on his wists where he had been tied eight days
earlier were still visible. M. Estinmable has not been brought before a judge
despite the constitutional requirenment of a hearing within 48 hours of arrest.
An international delegation was not allowed to visit himshortly after his
arrest. The St. Marc prison is infamous for its inhuman conditions and the
brutality of its guards. The Lawyers Conmittee for Human Ri ghts receives
regul ar reports of mstreatnment and abuse in this prison

11. Menbers of a peasants' organi zation near the north-western city of

Jean Rabel were arrested and tortured by the section chief and nmenbers of the
Haitian arned forces in early January. D euland Corjelas was arrested and
severely beaten on 6 January by Section Chief Erilien Delien and his assistant
Lavaud Brutus. The next day Corjelas was taken to the mlitary barracks in
Jean Rabel and was reportedly tortured by the arny comrander of the

subdi strict and assisted by a sergeant.

12. Oijen Sineyas was arrested on 15 January 1993 at Saut d' Eau on

suspi cion of being an Aristide supporter. This is not a crime under the
Hai ti an Penal Code but serves as a frequent ground for arrest these days

in Haiti. H s famly says he was badly beaten and he renains in detention
according to our latest information. In another incident all too conmmon

in Haiti, André Noreska, who was al so being sought as a suspected Aristide
supporter, was able to escape when soldiers cane to his house | ooking for him
In his place, they arrested three nenbers of his famly who were reportedly

m streated and then rel eased w thout charge

13. An unknown nunber of students were illegally arrested and beaten by the
Haitian armed forces on 1 Decenber at the University of Haiti's School of
Agriculture. The students were peacefully protesting the installation of

a new Dean of the school
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14. M. Lerés Sidor was illegally arrested, beaten and tortured

on 12 Novenber 1992 by the Section Chief Neve Charles. M. Sidor was
showi ng three visiting Canadi ans and two Americans a devel opnment proj ect

in his area. Reportedly, he was beaten while being arrested in the presence
of the visitors and then was taken to the mlitary station at Desarnmes where
he was again beaten while the visitors tried to intervene on his behalf.

The next day the justice of the peace released himfor |ack of any charges.
He was forced to | eave the region

15. The torture and beating of M. Sidor unfortunately fits a pattern in
Haiti where nmenbers of grass-roots organi zati ons have been targeted by the
Haitian mlitary.

CONCLUSI ON AND RECOVVENDATI ONS

16. The Lawyers Conmittee for Human Rights urges the Conmi ssion once again:
to condem severely the human rights violations commtted by the Haitian arned
forces and their civilian allies; to reappoint the Special Rapporteur to

noni tor the situation of human rights and fundanental freedons in Haiti and to
report on the subject; and to continue its consideration of the situation of
human rights in Haiti under the agenda item "Violations of human rights and
fundanental freedons in any part of the world."

17. In his address to the Conmission |ast year, President Aristide invited

t he Speci al Rapporteurs on the question of torture and on sumrary or arbitrary
executions and the Wrking Goup on Enforced or Involuntary D sappearances to
visit Haiti to investigate cases within each of their respective mandates.

To the best of our know edge, no such visits have taken place. The Lawyers
Conmittee urges that the Comm ssion nake what ever arrangenents are necessary
to ensure that President Aristide's invitation to these human rights experts
is acted upon as quickly as possible.



