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QUESTI ON OF THE HUMAN RI GHTS OF ALL PERSONS SUBJECTED
TO ANY FORM OF DETENTI ON OR | MPRI SONMVENT

Argentina, Czech Republic, Netherlands, Portugal and Russian Federation:
draft resolution
1993/... Human rights and forensic science

The Conmi ssion on Human Rights,

Recalling its resolution 1992/24 of 28 February 1992,

Wl coming the report of the Secretary-General on human rights and
forensic science (E/CN 4/1993/20), subnitted pursuant to Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts resol ution 1992/ 24,

Al so wel coming the consultations conducted by the Wrking G oup on
Enforced or Involuntary D sappearances with certain organi zati ons and
individuals in the field of forensic science and human rights and the
el aboration by the Wrking Goup of a prelimnary scheme for establishing a
standi ng team of forensic experts,

Noting that the need by Governnents, intergovernnental organizations and
non- gover nnent al organi zations for forensic scientific expertise in

i nvestigating deaths and cl arifying di sappearances has been enphasi zed in the
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reports of the Wirking G oup and the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial,
summary or arbitrary executions, as well as those of various country
rapporteurs,

Al so noting that forensic science can help to reunite children of
di sappeared persons forcefully separated fromtheir parents with their
surviving rel atives,

Further noting that forensic medicine is an inportant tool in detecting

evi dence of torture,

Noting that in many of the countries concerned, sufficient expertise in
forensic science and related fields to investigate human rights viol ations
effectively is not avail abl e,

Recogni zing that training of |ocal teans in responsible exhunati on and
identification procedures is a prerequisite for the effective investigation of
human rights viol ati ons,

Awar e that a nunber of Covernments have requested the Secretary-Cenera
to provide technical assistance in this regard,

Al so aware that several special rapporteurs have wel coned efforts towards
the institution of a standing teamof forensic experts to assist themin
carrying out their human rights mandates

Recal ling the principles on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of
Extra-legal, Arbitrary and Sunmary Executions, adopted by the Economic and
Social Council in its resolution 1989/65 of 24 May 1989,

Consi dering the proposed nodel autopsy protocol prepared under
United Nations auspices contained in the Manual on the Effective Prevention
and I nvestigation of Extra-legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 91.1V.1),

1. Invites States to take neasures to introduce into their rules and

practices the international standards set forth in the Principles on the
Ef fective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-legal, Arbitrary and Sunmary
Executions, as well as the nodel autopsy protocol set forth in the Manual on
the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-legal, Arbitrary and

Sunmary Executi ons;
2. Requests the Secretary-General to consult with Governnents,

rel evant United Nations bodi es, professional organizations of forensic
experts, the organizations nentioned in his report and other interested

institutions with a viewto identifying individual experts who night be asked
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to join forensic teans or to provide advice or assistance to thematic or
country mechani sns, advi sory services and techni cal assistance programes;

3. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to establish, on the basis of
t hese consultations and on the basis of continuing efforts on the part of the
Worki ng Group on Enforced or Involuntary Di sappearances to render active
assistance, a list of forensic experts and experts in related fields who coul d
be requested to help international mechanisns in the field of human rights,
CGovernments and the Centre for Human Rights in providing technical and
advi sory services, advice in regard to the nonitoring of human rights
violations and training of |ocal teans and/or assistance in the reunification
of famlies of the disappeared;

4, Further requests the Secretary-General to nmake this |ist available
to the special rapporteurs and experts of the United Nations human rights
nmechani sns so that they may request these experts to assist themin evaluating
docunents and ot her evidence and to acconpany them on country visits;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to provide appropriate resources,
within existing overall United Nations resources, to fund the activities of
the Centre for Human Rights in inplenmenting the present resolution

6. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Comi ssion at
its fiftieth session on progress made in this matter and to nake such
recomendati ons as he may consi der appropri ate;

7. Deci des to consider this question at its fiftieth session under the
agenda item "Question of the human rights of all persons subjected to any form

of detention or inprisonment".



