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I NTRODUCTI ON

1. At its forty-eighth session, the Conmi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts deci ded, by
its resolution 1992/67 of 4 March 1992, to extend the mandate of the Specia
Representative, as contained in Conmi ssion resolution 1984/54 of

14 March 1984, for a further year and requested the Special Representative to
submit an interimreport to the General Assenbly at its forty-seventh session
on the situation of human rights in the Islamc Republic of Iran and a fina
report to the Commission at its forty-ninth session. |In its decision 1992/239
of 20 July 1992, the Economi c and Social Council approved that resol ution

2. In conpliance with Conmi ssion on Human Rights resol ution 1992/67 and
Econoni ¢ and Soci al Council decision 1992/239, the Special Representative
submits herewith his final report on the situation of human rights in the
Islamic Republic of Iran. It refers to the situation of human rights in the
Islamic Republic of Iran during 1992, although it nust obviously be read in
the Iight of the reports submitted by the Special Representative since 1986

3. As in previous years, the present report concentrates on witten
comuni cations with governnent officials and on allegations of human rights
viol ati ons from non-governmental organi zations and i ndivi dual s.

4, The structure of the present report is sinmlar to previous reports, and
it is accordingly divided into five sections: [Introduction; |I. Communications
bet ween the Governnment of the Islanmic Republic of Iran and the Specia
Representative; Il. Information received by the Special Representative;

I1'l. Considerations and observations; and |IV. Conclusions. There are two
annexes.

. COVMUNI CATI ONS BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE | SLAM C REPUBLI C
OF | RAN AND THE SPECI AL REPRESENTATI VE

5. Since the forty-eighth session of the Conmmi ssion on Human Ri ghts, the

Speci al Representative transnitted to the Government of the Islamc Republic
of lIran several cases of alleged human rights violations which, in his view,
required the urgent attention of the Governnent.

6. On 16 April 1992, the Special Representative addressed the foll ow ng
letter to the Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the
United Nations O fice at Geneva:

" According to the informati on at ny di sposal M. Bahman Samandari, a
menber of the Baha'i community in Tehran, was arrested on 17 March 1992
Hs famly was reportedly refused authorization to visit himin prison on
account of an extended public holiday period in connection with the
Iranian New Year. Wen at the end of the holiday period, his wife
renewed her request for a visit on 5 April 1992, she was handed her
husband's will dated 18 March 1992, with a vague indication that her
husband had been executed and that his execution was related to charges
| evel | ed agai nst himduring a previous detention in 1987 during which he



7

E/ CN. 4/ 1993/ 41
page 5

had been accused of belonging to the Baha'i faith. No death certificate
was al l egedly given to her, no formal information was provided on the
charges or verdict, and her request to receive his body for burial by the
famly was allegedly al so refused

"In view of the repeated assurances | have received from your
Covernnment that all Baha'is are enjoying the sanme rights as any ot her
citizen in the Islamc Republic of Iran and that no Baha'i is persecuted
for his faith, I would be nost grateful if the aforenmenti oned reports
could be investigated and if | could be provided with full information
about this case. | would further be grateful if you could kindly
intercede with the conpetent authorities with a viewto giving the
menbers of the famly of M. Bahman Samandari access to the information
they require about the fate of their relative as well as to his remains.”

On 10 June 1992, the Special Representative addressed the follow ng

letter to the Permanent Representative of the Islanmic Republic of Iran to the
United Nations O fice at Geneva:

“... | should like to bring to your attention that | have received
reports about the recent arrest of hundreds of persons foll ow ng
political denmonstrations and riots in Mashhad, Arak, Chahar- Mhal
Harmedan, Khorranmabad, Shiraz, Shushtar and Tehran.

"According to the information received, the disturbances began in
Shiraz in md-April 1992 and were reportedly foll owed by denonstrations
in Arak at the end of May. During the nost recent incidents in Mashhad,
on 30 May 1992, nenbers of the Guards Corps, of the Pasdaran and ot her
security forces have all egedly responded by using excessive force and
opening fire indiscrimnately on denonstrators. The Judiciary has
reportedly sent to the affected cities a nunmber of judges of the
I slamic Revolutionary Court of Tehran and the Head of Judiciary,
Ayat ol | ah Mohammad Yazdi, was quoted as saying that ' swift and
deci sive justice would be nmeted out to rioters'. According to the
i nformation at ny disposal, the daily newspaper Ettela'at has reported on
1 June 1992 that death penalties would be inposed on the instigators of
the events and arned troubl emakers.

"l should appreciate if you could informme, in the context of our
cooperation, about the reported incidents, the conduct of the security
forces, the charges brought against those arrested, their places of
detention, and all relevant details of their trials as well as on any
execution which mght be carried out. 1In this connection, | should |ike
to recall the recommendations | have fornulated in ny report to the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its forty-seventh session (E/ CN 4/1991/ 35,
para. 494), and the comments | made thereon in ny last report to the
Conmi ssion (E/ CN. 4/1992/ 34, paras. 404-471), in particular regarding the
application of the death penalty, the rules of due process of |aw and
| egi sl ative and adninistrative reforns to the administration of justice.

"I should also be grateful if you could convey ny appeal to your
Governnent to ensure that those in detention can fully benefit from all
the internationally recogni zed procedural safeguards, particularly those
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provided for in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
such as the rules of due process of law, including the notification of
charges imredi ately after arrest, public trials, regular access to

def ence | awers of their own choosing and the right of appeal, as well as
the prevention of ill-treatnent and torture during the investigation of
of fences and during inprisonnent."

On 24 July 1992, the Special Representative addressed the follow ng

letter to the Permanent Representative of the Islanmic Republic of Iran to the
United Nations O fice at Geneva:

9.

"... | have the honour to refer to Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts

resol ution 1992/ 67 by whi ch ny nandate as Speci al Representative, as
contai ned in Conmi ssion resolution 1984/54, was extended for a further
year. As you know, on 20 July 1992 the Econonic and Social Counci
approved Comm ssion resolution 1992/67, of which | attach a copy for ease
of reference.

"I'n accepting to serve as Special Representative of the Conm ssion
for a further year | would like to enphasize that | intend to continue
carrying out my mandate in the nost inpartial and objective nmanner
possible. Wth this aimin mnd it would be nost inportant for ne to
further pursue the direct contacts which | was able to establish during
the past two years with those authorities of your country who are
primarily concerned with matters pertaining to the pronotion and
protection of human rights and to gather all the information required for
the reports | have been mandated to prepare. |, therefore, should once
again like to visit the Islanmic Republic of Iran for a maxi mum duration
of 10 working days on any dates convenient to your Government during the
period 10 Cctober-10 Novenber 1992.

"I would be nost grateful if you could forward ny request to your
Governnent and conmmuni cate to ne, through the Centre for Human Ri ghts,
your Governnent's response as soon as possible so as to allow for the
necessary planning of work for ny reporting obligations to the
General Assenbly and the Conmi ssion on Human Rights.”

During a trip to Geneva from4 to 9 Septenber 1992 to begin drafting his

interimreport to the General Assenbly, the Special Representative addressed,
on 7 Septenber 1992, the following telefax to the Permanent Representative of
the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations Ofice at CGeneva:

.. As you were informed in due tinme by phone, | have been in Geneva
since Friday, 4 Septenber and | will stay here until Wdnesday,
9 Sept enber 1992.

"I am at your disposal in case you wish to discuss with nme any
subj ect concerning ny next report to the General Assenbly or the proposed
visit to your country in the near future, as stated in ny letter dated
24 July 1992."
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10. On 7 Septenber 1992, the Special Representative addressed the follow ng
telefax to the Mnister for Foreign Affairs of the Islanm c Republic of Iran

"I have the honour of witing to you to bring to your attention
that | have received information about the case of two Iranian Baha'is
who mi ght be facing i mmnent execution in the Islam ¢ Republic of Iran

"The case as reported to nme is as follows: Messrs. Bi hnam M thaq
and Kayvan Khal aj abadi, two Iranian Baha'is who were arrested three years
ago and are being held in Gohardasht Prison in Karaj, have recently been
called to the prison authorities where they were orally informed that an
I slamic Revolutionary Court has issued a verdict condemming themto death
due to their Baha'i faith.

"I't was reported that the trials which resulted in the death
sentences for the above-nenti oned persons took place without the
assi stance of defence |lawers. Two Mislimlawers were reportedly
engaged by the defendants but, having taken sone initial steps, they
found thensel ves unable to continue and resigned.

"During my third visit to the Islamc Republic of Iran, | was able
to nmeet those persons in Evin prison in Tehran

"I'n the context of the cooperation which your Governnent accords to
nmy mandate, | would be nost grateful if you could urgently intercede to
ensure that these persons can benefit fromall the procedural safeguards
stipulated in the International Covenant on Cvil and Political Rights,
particularly in its articles 6, 14 and 15, and fromthe
safeguards 4 to 8 guaranteeing protection of the rights of those facing
the death penalty, contained in Econom ¢ and Social Council resolution
1984/ 50 of 25 May 1984. | should al so appreciate if your CGovernnent
could informne of the current situation of those persons, of the precise
charges brought against themand of all relevant details of their trials
and sent ences.

"Shoul d Messrs. Mthagi and Khal aj abadi have been in fact sentenced
to death, and in the event that all |egal renmedies have been fully
exhausted, may | appeal to your Covernnent to consider granting clenency
to the above-nenti oned persons.”

11. On 25 Septenmber 1992, the Special Representative, follow ng past
practice, transmtted to the Permanent Representative of the Islamc Republic
of Iran to the United Nations O fice at Geneva a nmenorandum cont ai ni ng the

al | egations of human rights violations which he had received since the | ast
renewal of his mandate.

12. On 24 Novenber 1992, the Pernanent Representative of the Islamic Republic
of Iran to the United Nations replied as foll ows:

"Wth reference to your letter of 25 Septenmber 1992, in which a
nunber of allegations were brought to the attention of the CGovernnent of
the Islamc Republic of Iran, |I have the honour to state the foll ow ng:
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"You will concur that preparation of replies and coments to issues
rai sed in the menorandum annexed to your letter of 25 Septenber 1992
requi res correspondence with various branches of and departments in the
CGovernment and thus will require nore than four weeks. Nevertheless, in
continuation of our cooperation, | amenclosing a conpilation of replies
to your questions and comments to your statements. Responses to the
remai ni ng questions will be presented in a nore appropriate tine.

"I't would be appreciated if these replies and comments are
reflected in your introductory statenent before the Third Conmittee and
be incorporated in your final report to the forty-ninth session of the
Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts".

13. On 23 Decenber 1992, the Special Representative transmitted to the
Per manent Representative of the Islanm c Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Ofice at Ceneva, the following letter

"Attached to the present letter | amsending to you a menorandum
containing the main allegations of human rights violations received since
Sept enber 1992, whi ch have been brought to ny attention by various
sour ces.

"I shoul d appreciate receiving circunstantiated replies from your
Governnment, as well as any comments or observations your Governnment m ght
wi sh to nake thereon, if possible before 15 January 1993.

"On the other hand | would like to recall my request communi cated
to you by letter dated 24 July 1992 for a further visit to your country.
In this connection | should also like to refer to resolution 47/ 146
adopted by the General Assenbly on the report of the Third Committee"

14. On 5 January 1993, the Special Representative transmitted to the

Per manent Representative of the Islanmc Republic of Iran to the United Nations
Ofice at Geneva a letter infornming himof his intended visit to Geneva from
18 to 22 January 1993 in connection with the preparation of the report he is
to submt to the next session of the Conmi ssion on Human Rights, and his
willingness to discuss any matter relating to his nandate.

15. On 20 January 1993, the Special Representative had an interview with
Anbassador Sirous Nasseri, Permanent Representative of the Islanmic Republic of
Iran to the United Nations Ofice at Geneva. Anbassador Nasseri stated that
the Special Representative's latest report to the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
(E/CN. 4/ 1992/ 34) had not contributed to the efforts of his Governnent to

i mprove the situation of human rights in his country. He said that his
CGovernment had noted a change of tone and position on the part of the Specia
Representative in that report as conpared with the reports he had submtted in
previous years. He added that the Special Representative's continued

i nsi stence on all eged excessive inposition of the death penalty could be
explained by his failure to take into consideration the fact that the death
penalty existed in many other countries, including those which criticized the
human rights situation in the Islanmc Republic of Iran, or the serious
situation confronting the country as a result of the traffic in drugs
originating from nei ghbouring countries and destined for Wstern Europe.



E/ CN. 4/ 1993/ 41
page 9

He further stated that the Special Representative's opinions about the |ack of
assi stance by a defence counsel in crimnal proceedings nay have origi nated
fromthe fact that inplenentation of the new |law on the obligatory nature of

| egal assistance had begun only recently during his latest visit to the
country. He said the Iranian press took the view that the subject of human
rights was being used as yet another political instrunment by the Powers that
wanted to put the Islamc Republic of Iran under pressure.

16. The Speci al Representative denied that his reports had in any way been
i nfl uenced by considerations of a political nature. He pointed out that in
previous years he had identified what he considered to be the main probl ens
confronting the Islamc Republic of Iran in the area of human rights:
shortcom ngs in the adm nistration of justice; non-observance of the rules of
due | egal process in judicial proceedings which ended with death sentences;
failure to respect the rights of detainees to be inforned of the reasons for
their detention, to have the continuous assistance of a defence counsel, to
call witnesses and present evidence in their favour, and to exercise renedies
and | odge appeal s; excessive use of the death penalty; excessive nunber of
political prisoners; cases of cruel punishment and treatnent; failure to
respect the rights of lIranian citizens belonging to mnorities; and probl ens
in the enjoynent of the freedons of association, novenent, expression, the
press, etc. In his nost recent reports he had tried to detern ne whether
there had been progress in those areas; despite repeated prom ses from

of ficials, he had seen no evidence of such progress. Recent events, such as
t he expul sion fromthe country of del egates of the International Conmittee of
the Red Cross (I CRC), confirmed his conclusion that there had been no najor
progress in consideration of his recommendati ons.

17. The Permanent Representative announced that on 28 January 1993 the
Speci al Representative would receive a detailed reply to the all egations he
had transmitted i n menoranda dated 25 Septenber and 23 Decenber 1992. He
added that it would be necessary to discuss what the Special Representative
nmeant by, inter alia, excessive inposition of the death penalty or politica
prisoners. He expressed the view that great progress had been nade in sone
aspects of the human rights situation in his country; in others, sone progress
had been made. The inportant point was, he added, that progress was being
made in a specific direction, but the Special Representative should not expect
changes overni ght since the process under way shoul d be nmeasured in years.
Wth regard to the suspension of ICRC activities in his country, he stated
that that was due to the fact that the | CRC del egates had not complied with
the rules by which they were bound, particularly with regard to the observance
of strict confidentiality. H's Government wi shed to re-establish contact with
the Special Representative, with the aimof jointly identifying aspects of the
human rights situation in his country which could be further inmproved. Anong
t hose aspects, he nmentioned the care and protection of victinms of acts of
terrorism a point which the Special Representative should not fail to address
in his next report. He hoped that the menbers of the Conmi ssion on Human

Ri ghts woul d consider the report of the Special Representative in an open,

obj ective and constructive spirit, since the aimwas to i nprove the hunman
rights situation in his country and not to issue a kind of verdict which could
be used by the Powers that were trying to exert pressure on the Islamc
Republic of Iran.
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18. The Speci al Representative concluded by saying that he did not expect the
I slami ¢ Republic of Iran suddenly to beconme a nodel country with regard to
human rights; what he did expect was that substantial inprovenments shoul d take
place in specific areas that would enable the country to neet the m ninmm
human rights standards established by the various international conventions,
decl arations and resolutions, for the good of the country and of Iranian
citizens.

1. | NFORVATI ON RECEI VED BY THE SPECI AL REPRESENTATI VE

19. The foll owi ng paragraphs contain allegations of human rights violations
recei ved by the Special Representative and transnmitted to the CGovernnent

of the Islamic Republic of Iran by menoranda dated 25 Septenber

and 23 Decenber 1992. Replies received fromthe Governnment with regard to
the all eged incidents and cases have al so been reflected in this section

A Rght tolife

20. During 1992 the nunber of executions in the Islamc Republic of Iran
continued to be particularly high. Al though the Iranian press has apparently
ceased to publish all the cases of executions, at |east 224 executions were
reported only during the period from1l January to 31 July 1992.

21. Most of the reported executions were said to have been related to drug
of fences, and were mainly carried out by hanging. The criminal charges
resulting in the executions were reportedly as follows: 69 for drug
trafficking; 66 for political reasons; 7 for a conbination of arned robbery,
conmitting acts of brigandage and "propagation of corruption on earth"; 6 for
a conbination of creating terror, destroying public security by use of arns,
destroying public property and setting fire to government buildings; 3 for a
conbi nati on of nurder, drug trafficking, arned robbery and illegal entry into
Iran; 1 for religious reasons; 1 for a conbination of creating terror and
burni ng books, including the Holy Qur'an; and 1 for a conbination of
stabbing, terrorizing and attacki ng peopl e and snuggling narcotic drugs.

For a further 70 executions, no reasons were reported.

22. By a letter dated 24 Novenmber 1992, the Permanent Representative of
the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations forwarded to the Specia
Representative the foll owi ng response

"First of all, no person is sentenced to execution due to politica
activity. Secondly, the sentences of all convicts are precisely
indicated in the court's verdict".

23. Specific cases of the application of the death penalty
since 1 January 1992 have been reported as foll ows.

24, During the first week of January 1992, three persons were reportedly
executed in Ilamprison, allegedly for political reasons. Their nanes
were given as follows: M. Yadollah Khosravi, M. Jabbar Rajabi and

M. Sirous Pour- Norouz.
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25. By the same letter dated 24 Novenber 1992, the Permanent Representative
stated that: "According to investigations conducted, no political prisoner
has been executed in the Province of Ilam Yadol | ah Khosravi, Jabbar Rajab
and Sirous Pour-Norouz have no previous political convictions. Only in the
case of one person, Jabbar Raj abpour, who is serving under disciplinary force
and has been confined to three nonths in prison due to his insubordination and
his confrontation with people while on official duty, do the latter
specifications nearly correspond to those of the aforenentioned"

26. It was further reported that another 15 persons were executed during the
first week of January 1992 in Gohardasht prison, Tehran Province, allegedly
for political reasons.

27. The letter of the Permanent Representative of the Islamc Republic

of Iran to the United Nations of 24 Novenber 1992, stated, with regard to

t he preceding paragraph, that no prisoners have been executed i n Cohardasht
during 1992 on political grounds.

28. According to a dispatch from Agence France Presse of 7 January 1992,
on 5 January 1992 seven persons were hanged at Maragheh, East Azerbaijan,
after being found guilty of propagation of corruption on earth, committing
acts of brigandage and arned robbery.

29. In its response dated 24 Novenber 1992, the CGovernment replied as
fol | ows:

"I'n 1992, on two separate occasions, people were sentenced to
execution. In the first case, an armed robber while conmmitting the
crime, shot and killed a nother and her young child; therefore, in
accordance with the divine Islam c code of CGhessass, he was sentenced to

capital punishnment. |In the other case, due to banditry, armed robbery,
and the murder of a truck driver, the convicted nurderer was sentenced to
capital punishnent. |t must be noted that the issuance of the Ghessass

verdict, w thout proof that the nmurder was intentional, that the
nmurderer, while conmitting nmurder, was nmature and of sane nind, and that
the nmurder took place under natural conditions, is inpossible".

30. In addition to the executions nmentioned above, the nanes of other persons
reportedly executed during the nonth of January were given as follows:

M. Hami d Sal ehpour, 25 years old, executed at Ahwaz; M. Kioumarz Nadjafi,

24 years old, executed at Masdjed Sol ei man; M. Hassan Asgari, executed

at Kermanshah; M. D ahangir Chans Sarraf, M. Rahi m Derikvand

M. Sadeq Biralvand, M. Sol einmani and Ms. Effat Ghani zadeh, executed

in Qazvin, Kermanshah, Gohardasht and Evin prison

31. The Governnent, in its reply dated 24 Novenber 1992, stated the
fol | owi ng:

"Ham d Sal ehpour is currently in Ahwaz prison. He is an lraqi spy
who was arrested about two years ago in a border village while in
possessi on of a substantial nunber of confidential docunents. He has
been convicted and sentenced to 15 years' inprisonment. Regarding
Keyounars Naj af - Abadi, there have been no records found.
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Hassan Asgari-Moghadam as a nenber of a known terrorist group, intended
to plant a bonmb in the city of Kermanshah and was arrested before the
expl osion. He has been sentenced to 10 years' inprisonnent. Jahangir
Shans Saraj - Zadeh is an armed robber who is currently serving a 10-year
sentence in the city of Ghazvin. Regarding Rahi m Deri kvand,

Sadeq Biralvand, et al., due to the inconplete information on the nanes
no records were obtained. Ms. Effat Chani zadeh has been rel eased from
prison. Therefore, none of these people have been executed, and each of
the persons in question is living his or her own life"

32. According to a dispatch from Agence France Presse of 20 February 1992,
on 19 February 1992 six persons were hanged at Bouroudjerd, Lorestan Province,
after being found guilty of collaborating with the nenbers of an
"international gang of drug traffickers"”

33. The Speci al Representative has received reports of the execution

on 18 March 1992, of M. Bahman Samandari, a nmenber of the Baha'i conmunity in
Tehran, who was arrested on 17 March 1992. His fanmly was reportedly refused
aut horization to visit himin prison on account of an extended public holiday
period in connection with the Iranian New Year. Wen at the end of the
hol i day period, on 5 April 1992, his wife renewed her request for a visit, she
was handed her husband's will dated 18 March with a vague indication that her
husband had been executed and that his execution was related to charges

| evel | ed against himduring a previous detention in 1987, when he had been
accused of belonging to the Baha'i faith. No death certificate was allegedly
given to her, no formal information was provided on the charges or verdict,
and her request to receive his body for burial by the famly was al so refused.

34. M. Bahman Sanandari and four other Baha'is were previously arrested

on 21 Cctober 1987 and charged because of their nenbership in the Baha'
conmunity. They were rel eased on 18 Decenber 1987, after the title to

Bahman Samandari's home had been turned over to the authorities together with
noney for paynent of bail, follow ng which he had to report at regul ar
intervals to the headquarters of the Revol utionary GQuards. The Specia
Representati ve nust point out that there were no | egal court proceedings prior
to the arrest and execution of M. Samandari

35. By the letter dated 24 Novenber 1992, the Governnent of the Islanic
Republic of Iran referred to the above-nenti oned case as foll ows:

"M . Bahman Samandari has been a spy, and in numerous cases has
i nvolved individuals in his intelligence gathering activities. He has a
corrupt personality and has frequently conmritted adultery with married
worren. He was once arrested on charges of spying several years ago but
because of his repentance for previous conduct and the |ightness of his
charges, was released fromthe prison after a while. Although he is
Baha'i by birth, his indictment had nothing to do with his belief, and
the verdict issued has taken its | egal procedure and approved by Hi gh
Court".

36. On 27 April 1992, one person was hanged in Dizel abad prison at Kermanshah
on charges of drug trafficking. Another 20 persons were al so hanged,
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all egedly for political reasons. Their property and noney were confiscated by
the authorities. One of those executed allegedly for political reasons was
M. Mhanmad Dar abi

37. The reply dated 24 November 1992, declared that:

"During the first 3 nonths of 1992 only one person was executed in
the city of Kermanshah on charges of carrying nore than 200 kil ograns of
heroin and opium He was a professional distributor of narcotic drugs in
Ker manshah and has corrupted nmany innocent youngsters. There has been no
case of political execution in Kermanshah, and M. Mhammadreza Darai is
presently in prison after confessing that he was given the mssion by the
Moj ahedi n or gani zati on of planting bonbs in various |ocations in
Ker manshah city".

38. During the second hal f of April 1992, 45 people were all egedly executed
in Tehran. Their bodies were taken to the Mesgarabad Cenetery in south
Tehran. The names of five of those executed were given as foll ows:

M. Lohaj Ali Ahnmadi, M. Ham d Naderi, M. Mhamuad Salam, M. Sarmadi and
M. Beshar Shabi bi, who was handed over to the Iranian authorities by an Iraq
opposition group, the so-called Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK). No
reasons were officially given for their execution

39. In addition to the executions nentioned above, it was reported
that 28 other persons were executed during the nonth of April at
Ber esht - e- Zahra, allegedly for political reasons.

40. Inits reply of 24 Novenber 1992, the Government of the Islamic Republic
of Iran stated that:

"In the nonth of April, there were no political executions in
Tehran. The all eged names |isted were not recogni zed by any respective
organs in the Islamic Republic of Iran. The Mjahedin organization
whi ch supported Saddam Hussein in suppressing the Iraqi people's
uprisings, has claimed that its forces were captured by Kurdi sh Iraq
G oups (Patriotic Unity of Iraqgi Kurdistan) during the skirmshes, and
the latter submitted themto Iran. However, it nust be nentioned that
tens of nmenbers of the aforenenti oned organi zati on, who were savagely
active in murdering and | ooting of the Kurdish popul ation of lraqgq, were
killed while engagi ng anti-Saddam forces; thus, the people listed
probably belong in this category".

41. On 26 May 1992, the Irani an newspaper Jomhuri Islam reported
that 15 persons were hanged in Tehran on 25 May 1992, after being found guilty
of propagation of corruption on earth and distribution of narcotics.

42. According to a dispatch fromReuters of 10 June 1992, Tehran Radio
announced on 11 June 1992 the execution of four people in the holy city of
Mashhad, Khorasan Province. Their names were given as follows:

M. Javad Ganj khanl ou, M. Col anhossei n Pourshirzad, M. Ali Sadeqgi and

M. Hamid Javid. They were all arrested at Mashhad on 30 May 1992 in
connection with the riots in that city. They were convicted of various
charges including creating terror, destroying public security by use of arns,



E/ CN. 4/ 1993/ 41
page 14

destroying public property and setting fire to government buil dings.

M. Ai Sadeqi was al so charged with burning books, including the Holy Qur'an
because he was reportedly a | eader of the attack on an Islamic Publicity
Organi zation building in which a library containing copies of the Qur'an were
burned. Five other persons were sentenced to death by the Islamc

Revol utionary Court of Mashhad in connection with the riots in that city.

43. Wth respect to these allegations, the Governnent, by letter
of 24 Novenber 1992, reported the follow ng:

"Dj avad Ganj khanl u, Ghol anhossei n Pourshirzad, Ali Sadeghi and
Hami d Javi d, hooligans who had several convictions and inprisonments for
theft, battery, and other m sconducts, were arrested during a riot by a
group of hoodluns in Mashhad. Since these four persons confessed to the
nmurder of two innocent residents of Mashhad, and to | ooting and assault
of several snall businessnen who were defending their rights, they were
sentenced to execution upon the request of the public prosecutor. In the
course of the court proceedi ngs, which | asted about one nonth, the
juridical authorities of Khorasan Province deci ded upon the sentences of
execution. But because of public denmand for their inmedi ate puni shnent,
a Speci al Del egati on was di spatched to Khorasan Provi nce by the Supremne
Judi cial Council to supervise court proceedings; consequently the verdict
for their execution was confirned by the H gh Authorities and carried out
accordi ngl y".

44, On 11 June 1992, the official Islamc Republic News Agency announced t hat
four people had been hanged and five others had been sentenced to death by the
I slami ¢ Revolutionary Court of Shiraz for their part in the May riots in that
city. One of those who was executed was naned Masoud Chol anmi. According to a
di spatch from Reuters of 11 June 1992, Mhanmad Karani, prosecutor of the

I slami ¢ Revolutionary Court of Shiraz, stated that Masoud Chol ami had a
crimnal record including charges of stabbing and srmuggling narcotic drugs,
and that he had terrorized and attacked the public on the day of the riot.

45, On 28 June 1992, the Ilrani an newspaper Kayhan reported that seven people
wer e hanged at Shiraz, Fars Province, after being found guilty of possession
and distribution of 500 kil ograns of heroin.

46. On 15 July 1992, the Iranian newspaper Kayhan reported that 13 peopl e,

i ncl udi ng 4 Afghans, were hanged at Birjand. Ten of them were executed on
charges of buying and selling drugs. The three others, all of Afghan
nationality, were found guilty of illegal entry into Iran, armed robbery, drug
trafficking and the nurder of an Iranian soldier

47. On 27 July 1992, 15 people were executed at Hanadan on drug trafficking
charges. Anong those executed were M. Jafar M'ezzani, M. Rastegar and
M. Hassan Bagal i an

48. On 28 July 1992, the Iranian newspaper Jonhuri Islam reported
that 15 nmenbers of a drug trafficking ring which allegedly produced and
distributed 2 tons of heroin were hanged in Tehran
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49, On 30 July 1992, 16 persons were hanged at Hamadan at the prison of the
city. No reasons were given for their execution. It has been reported that
t hese persons were executed following summary trials which failed to neet

m ni muminternationally recogni zed standards. Trial hearings before Islanic
Revol utionary Courts were held in canera, inside prisons, with defendants
havi ng no access to | egal counsel and no right of appeal

50. It has been reported that M. Yahya Kafshdar, a young man arrested on
charges of alcohol trafficking, died as a result of torture while in detention
in the compound of the "Organi zation for the Defence of the Good Custom of
Ardebil. His corpse was handed over to his father, who was allegedly forced
to sign a docunent stating that his son had died as a result of intoxication

51. It was reported that in nany cases prison authorities do not hand over
the corpses of those executed to their relatives. Such was the case of

M. Morteza Yazdi, born in 1965, son of Seyfollah, who was executed in Evin
prison in 1989 in spite of the fact that he was serving an eight-year prison
sentence. The authorities allegedly only sent to his parents a comunication
asking themto deposit 510 rials in a current account and informn ng them of

t he nunber of his tonb.

52. Wth respect to the allegations raised under the right to life, the
CGovernment of the Islamic Republic of Iran, by letter of 24 Novermber 1992,
stated the follow ng:

"... It is necessary to take note of the fact that the probl em of
narcotic drug trafficking in the Islanmic Republic of Iran constitutes the
main crime for which the majority of capital punishnment verdicts are
issued. It is of a vital inportance to reiterate that, the verdicts
i ssued by respective courts were not inplenented, unless after due
process of law, initiation of appealing process upon the request of
accused, exercise of the right to petition and requesting for pardon by
the convicted person after the endorsenent of verdict by a judicia
authority of the Supreme Court.

"In this regard | draw the attention of the Special Representative
to the follow ng observation: The issue of drug trafficking, which is a
nost devastating menace, has created serious social and econom c probl ens
for my country. To safeguard the lives of our people, we have organi zed
a conprehensive canpai gn against illicit drug trafficking, for which we
are spending a significant portion of our national funds.

"As a result of this canpaign many drug trafficking connections
have been destroyed and the crimnals have been tried. |f one takes into
consi deration the seriousness of the situation, one would naturally
concl ude that any conpromise with these snuggl ers woul d endanger not only
Iran, but also any other country to which such drugs are directed.
Consequently, to prevent these serious crinmes, drug traffickers nmust be
hel d responsible for their actions to the full extent of the law. As
such, the prosecution of drug traffickers should not be considered a
violation of individual rights, but rather as a guarantee of the
fundamental rights of all people against the dangers of internationa
trafficking bands".
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53. The foll owi ng other cases or incidents concerning the right to life have
been reported.

54, On 30 May 1992, during incidents and denonstrations at Mashhad, Khorasan
Provi nce, nenbers of the Islanic Revolutionary Guards Corps of the Pasdaran
and other security forces responded with excessive force and opened fire

i ndi scrimnately on denonstrators. During denonstrations and riots at Bokan
8 people were reportedly killed and 20 ot hers wounded by the security forces.

55. By the same letter dated 24 Novenber 1992, the Covernnent stated the
fol | owi ng:

"A nunber of nenbers of the outlawed Kurdi sh Denocratic Party, by
infiltrating the country, intended to create rebellion in the city of
Boukan. Al though they nunbered fewer than 20, they were confronted by
t he conmon peopl e and disciplinary forces, 2 of whomwere killed and 6
wounded. During this attack, four Kurdish Denocratic Party nmenbers were
also killed and two were arrested. Because of the nountainous terrain,
the others nmanaged to escape. Shortly after, an enornous group of |oca
peopl e showed their disgust towards the said party through various,
wi despread denonstrations. This outlawed party's goal is the
di sintegration of the country and the establishnent of an independent
Kurdi sh government in the Western part of Iran. Towards the end, they
attempted to create panic and intimidation anong the people, by forcing
theminto subm ssion, by taking them as hostages, and by looting their
possessi ons and noney. Their donmicile is in North of Iraq, and they had
a close relation with the Iragi regine up until two years ago".

56. It was reported that M. Hatan D ahanguiri Zadeh, 26 years old, has been
sentenced to death by the Islam ¢ Revolutionary Court of Tabriz on charges of
bei ng a synpat hi zer of the so-called Denbcrat Party. He has enphatically

deni ed supporting any political novenent. His trial was allegedly held

in canera and he reportedly had no access to | egal counsel

57. By the letter dated 24 Novenber 1992, the Government stated that
"According to the investigations conducted, no previous records have been
cited regardi ng Hatan Jahangiri-Zadeh. During 1992, no political prisoners in
Tabri z have been sentenced to execution".

58. In early August 1992, M. Fereidoun Farokhzad- Araghi, an Iranian poet,
novi e actor and showman, was stabbed to death in his home at Bonn, Germany,

al l egedly by Iranian governnment agents. After the 1979 Islam c revolution, he
was i nprisoned and then released and finally escaped fromthe country. Sone
four years ago, he began produci ng a one-hour weekly radi o programre for the
radi o station "Voice of the Flag of Freedom Organi zation of Iran". He had
reported to this organization that Dr. Javad Ghodssi had warned hi m about

his anti-regine activities. M. Ai Gholani, allegedly an agent of the secret
police, and M. Mrteza Rahmani - Movahhed had reportedly al so threatened to
kill himif he would not collaborate with the regine. M. Farokhzad-Araghi
took part in a film Vienna ny Love, which was considered anti-Islanic by sone
I rani an authorities.
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59. On 11 Novenber 1992, the Special Representative addressed a letter to the
Per manent Representative of Germany to the United Nations Ofice at CGeneva
requesting his Government to provide any information it mght be able to on
the investigation into the above-nentioned crine.

60. On 5 January 1993, the Permanent Representative of Germany to the
United Nations Ofice at Geneva addressed a letter to the Specia
Representative stating the following: "In the case of M. Fereidoun
Far okhazad- Araghi, investigations have not furnished any proof of
participation of Iranian officials in the assassination”

61. The CGovernnent of the Islamc Republic of Iran inits reply
of 24 Novenber 1992, stated the follow ng:

"According to the German police investigations, the nurderer of
Feri doun Farokhzad was a honpbsexual and his notivation was sex-rel at ed,
not a political matter. Although the above information has not been
proved and the investigations continue, the Enbassy of the Islamc
Republic of Iran in Bonn has announced its readiness to collaborate with
judicial and police authorities. At the sanme tinme, it has denmanded
urgent neasures to identify Farokhzad's murderer or nurderers. The
person who killed Farokhzad is nost assuredly an opponent of the Iranian
reginme. M. Farokhzad condemmed the Mj ahedin's collaboration with
Saddamin a neeting held in Canada, and a nunber of Iranians who gat hered
there had joined himin deem ng them Saddam s nercenaries and spies".

62. Wth regard to the assassination of M. Kazem Rajavi at Coppet,
Switzerland, on 24 April 1990, it was reported that requests addressed by the
I nvestigating Magistrate of the Canton of Vaud to the Iranian police through
the internediary of Interpol of Tehran have so far net with only partia
responses. According to the newspaper Le Courrier of 22-23 February 1992

i nvestigations have confirned the invol venent of 13 persons, anong them

M. Yadol | ah Samadi, an lranian citizen aged 33, and M. Mhammad Said
Rezvani, also an lranian citizen, aged 34.

63. The Permanent Representative of the Islanic Republic of Iran to
the United Nations in his letter of 24 Novenber 1992, referred to the Rajavi
case as foll ows:

"Regardi ng Kazem Rajavi's terror, the Enbassy of the Islamc
Republic of Iran in Bern has requested the Swiss judicial authorities to
provide further information regarding the suspects, and to create proper
channel s for the desired cooperation. The request was al so rai sed and
foll owed up during several meetings of the Mnister of Foreign Affairs
and his Deputy with Swiss authorities. Swiss Mnistry of Foreign Affairs
officials promised to render their cooperation in this regard, but up to
this monment they have not offered any assistance".

64. Wth respect to the assassinations of M. Shahpour Bakhtiar, the | ast
Prime Mnister before the Islamc Revolution, and M. Kati beh Fallouch, his
secretary, it was reported that M. Zeyal Sarhadi, an Iranian citizen aged 25,
was extradited to France by the Swiss authorities on 26 May 1992. M. Sarhad
is accused of participating in the preparation of the crime and of aiding the
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killers to escape to Switzerland. Qher persons charged with conplicity in
the crime were M. Massoud Hendi, former chief of the Iranian Radi o and
Television in Paris, charged on 21 Septenber 1991; Ms. Fereshteh Dj ahanbari
allegedly linked to the Iranian Intelligence Services, charged

on 28 Septenber 1991, and M. Ai Rad Vakili, inprisoned in France
on 27 August 1991. According to French press reports, M. Mssoud Hendi has
inplicated the Iranian Interior Mnistry in the plot to kill these persons.

M. Hendi is said to have hel ped the three alleged assassins by providing two
of themwith false visas to enter France and fal se Turkish passports to
facilitate their escape.

65. It was further reported that the Investigating Mgistrate,

M. Jean-Louis Bruguiére, issued a warrant for the arrest of

M. Mhammad Azadi and M. Farydoum Boyer - Ahnadi, suspected of direct

i nvol venent in the assassinations, and M. Hossein Shei khattar, adviser at the
Iranian M nistry of Tel ecomruni cations, for conplicity in the crime. Another
person allegedly involved, M. Amirola Teinoori, Iran Air chief of airport
security at Oly Airport, was reportedly rel eased from cust ody

on 1 Novenber 1991

66. The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran referred to the Bakhti ar
case in its reply of 24 Novenber 1992, as foll ows:

"I'n regard to Shapur Bakhtiar's terror, the investigation stil
continues. The CGovernment of Iran has on several occasions cooperated
with French police and judicial authorities. Neither the propounded
clains by the French mass nedia nor the reports circul ated by the
opposite parties in order to disturb the bilateral relations between
France and Iran have been endorsed by the police or judicia
authorities".

67. Subsequent to his interimreport to the General Assenbly, the Specia
Representative transmitted to the Pernmanent Representative of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to the United Nations O fice at Geneva, by letter

dated 23 Decenber 1992, the followi ng allegations concerning the right to
life.

68. On 24 April 1992, M. Abbas Narou'i was hanged in public in Sirjan,
Kerman Province. No reasons were given for his execution

69. On 23 June 1992, M. Mostafa Otegli was hanged in Qom Central Province
No reasons were given for his execution

70. It has been reported that two nmenbers of the Kurdi sh opposition group
Konmal a, Rahman and Towfiq Aliasi, were executed in June and August 1992,
respectively, in Sanandaj Prison. 1|In both cases the prison authorities nerely

handed over their clothes to their relatives and informed themthat they had
been executed. The televised confessions of Towfig Aliasi, reportedly
obtained as a result of ill-treatnment or torture, were broadcast on |oca
television in Sanandaj in August 1992.
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71. On 9 Septenber 1992, the Irani an newspaper Sal am reported that
M. Faramarz Souri was executed in public in Kermanshah, Kernanshah Province,
after receiving 99 lashes. No reasons were given for his execution

72. On 8 Septenber 1992, two persons were hanged in public in Baneh for
political reasons. Their nanes were given as follows: M. Saleh Amin Pour,
aged 35, and M. Hassan Saidi, aged 26.

73. On 8 Septenber 1992, a nenber of the lIranian Air Force,
Col onel Sadeghe Rabani, was shot in Isfahan, reportedly for political reasons.

74. On 9 Septenber 1992, a young man named Babak was hanged in public in
Tehran, after being found guilty of the nurder of M. Rashide Aghai, a menber
of the Bassij resistance forces.

75. According to a dispatch from Agence France Presse of 10 Cctober 1992,
19 persons were hanged in Tehran on 26 Septenber 1992, on charges of buying
and sel l'i ng drugs.

76. On 27 Septenber 1992, nine persons were executed in Kernmanshah
Ker manshah Provi nce, after being sentenced to death by the Islamc
Revol utionary Court of Kermanshah for distributing drugs.

77. On 29 Septenber 1992, nine persons were executed in Tehran. No reasons
were given for their execution.

78. According to the Iranian newspaper Kayhan of 28 Septenber 1992,
two unnanmed persons were executed in Tehran during Septenber 1992. No reasons
were given for their execution.

79. On 18 Cctober 1992, two unnaned persons were hanged in public in Hanadan,
Hamadan Province. No reasons were announced for their execution

80. According to a dispatch from Agence France Presse of 19 Cctober 1992,
17 people were hanged in Tehran and 3 others in Kermanshah

on 18 Cctober 1992, after being found guilty of possession and distribution
of narcotics.

81. On 21 Cctober 1992, the Iranian newspaper Ressalat reported that a
nmedi cal student naned Hami d, aged 25, was executed in Tehran. No reasons were
given for his execution

82. On 22 Cctober 1992, Ressalat reported that M. Abdol bagi | manbai was
executed in Tehran. No reasons were announced for his execution

83. On 26 Cctober 1992, Kayhan reported that M. Alireza Narou'i was executed
in Shiraz, Fars Province. No reasons were announced for his execution.

84. On 1 Novenber 1992, a worman naned Fatima Bani was stoned to death in
| sfahan, and M. Javad Rahi neadeh was hanged in public in Mashhad, Khorasan
Province. No reasons were given for their execution.
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85. On 4 Novenber 1992, Ressalat reported that M. Ardeshir Kyanpour was
hanged i n Mehdi shahr, Semman Province. No reasons were announced for his
executi on.

86. On 8 Novenber 1992, Kayhan reported that M. Mhammad Hassan Rezaii was
executed in Tehran. No reasons were given for his execution

87. It has been reported that these persons were executed follow ng sunmary
and unfair trials which failed to nmeet mininuminternationally recogni zed
standards. Trial hearings were held in canera, inside prisons, with

def endants having no access to lawyers, no right to call witnesses in their
def ence and no right to appeal

88. It was al so reported that nost of these executions have been carried out
publicly and in groups. Some victinms have been stoned to death, hanged, shot,
or subjected to floggi ng before bei ng executed.

89. According to the Iranian newspapers Kayhan, Ressalat, and Sal am the
fol |l owi ng persons have been sentenced to death by the Islanmic Revol utionary
Court of Tehran: M. Ebrahi m Hagshenas, M. Ahmad Raj abi Anal oheh,

M. Shahnaz Azadi and M. Hassan Mbygadassi Sone'eh Odia. M. Cholam Reza was
sentenced to death by the Islam ¢ Revolutionary Court of Abadeh, Fars

Provi nce.

90. Concern has been expressed to the Special Representative about the

conti nui ng endorsenent by the Governnent of the Islanic Republic of Iran of
threats to the life of the author Salman Rushdie. On 2 Novenber 1992,
Ayatol | ah Yazdi, Head of the Judiciary, stated that "the historic Fatwa and
order by the Leader of Mislins, |Imam of the Umrah, proclaimed in his capacity
as the Religious Leader to all Mislins and religiously incunmbent on any
Muslim is not anal ysed and examined within a purely political and dipl omatic
framework”. On 10 Novenber 1992, Ayatollah Mrteza Mqtadaei, Head of the
Suprenme Court of Justice, stated that "carrying out the order against the
apostate Rushdie is an obligation for all Muislins, whether Shi'ite or Sunni
The Fatwa is an irrevocable Islam c order endorsed by 40 Muslim States. No
authority, whether in Iran or abroad, can change this Islamnc decree".

91. It was also reported that, on 2 Novenber 1992, Ayatollah Hassan Sane'i
Head of the 15th Khordad Foundation, which in 1990 set a US$ 2 mllion reward
for Rushdie's death, stated that the bounty had been boosted dramatically. He
poi nted out that, after the execution of the Fatwa, the reward woul d be

i mediately paid to the person who carried it out. He added that "If this
verdict is executed by Rushdie's relatives, the reward offered by this
Foundation will be boosted considerably".

92. On 6 Novenber 1992, the Special Representative requested the CGovernnent
of Japan to provide himwith any information it would be able to make
available to himwith regard to the investigations into the assassination of
Prof essor Hitoshi I|garashi, who translated the novel of Sal man Rushdie
entitled The Satanic Verses into Japanese. Professor |garashi was nurdered at
Tsukuba University in Ibaraki Cty on 12 July 1991
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93. On 8 January 1993, the Permanent M ssion of Japan to the United Nations
Ofice at CGeneva reported the foll ow ng:

"The Permanent M ssion of Japan has the honour to informyou,
under instructions fromits home Governnent, that ever since
M. Hitoshi Igarashi was found dead at around 8 o'clock on 12 July 1991
within the prem ses of the Tsukuba University, the case has been
vigorously investigated: however, the investigation has to date borne
little fruit as to the identity of the perpetrator or other rel evant
i nformation".

94, On 11 Novenber 1992, the Special Representative requested the Governnent
of Germany to provide himwith any information with regard to the
investigations into the assassinations of four |eading nmenbers of the

"Kurdi stan Denocratic Party of Iran - Qassem ov Faction" in Berlin.

On 17 Septenmber 1992, M. Sadi q Charafkandi, Secretary-General of the party,
M. Fattah Abduli, representative of the party in Europe, M. Ml ayun Ardal an
and M. Nuri Dehkurdi were assassinated while they were in Berlin, reportedly
participating in a meeting held by the Socialist International

95. On 5 January 1993, the Permanent Representative of Germany to the
United Nations O fice at Geneva reported the following: "As far as the
assassi nation of four |eading nenbers of the 'Kurdistan Denocratic Party of
Iran' are concerned, investigations by the district attorney in Berlin are
still being carried out".

96. The Speci al Representative al so requested the Governnment of GCermany,

on 11 Novenber 1992, to provide himwith any information it would be able to
make available with regard to the death of M. Rassoul Sadeghi an Raddani in
March 1992, in Essen. The Special Representative had received infornmation
that this person, who was hospitalized at the Ronal Kl inik at Essen, for the
treatnent of severe injuries caused by chemi cal weapons during the Iran-lraq
war, was attacked and wounded by knife, while taking a walk in front of the
hospital, allegedly by nenbers of the organization "People' s Mjahedin of

I ran".

97. On 5 January 1993, the Permanent Representative of Germany to the
United Nations OFfice at Geneva reported the fol |l ow ng:

"As to the case of M. Raddani, allegedly assassinated by nmenbers
of the organi zati on ' Peopl es Mjahedin of Iran' in Essen, conpetent
police authorities could not confirmsuch allegations. A post-nortem
exam nation, that was called for by the district attorney, canme to the
conclusion that M. Raddani had died of the consequences of severe
i njuries caused by chemi cal weapons during the Iran-lraq war, for the
treatment of which he was hospitalized in Essen. Additional externa
effects leading to the death of M. Raddani were excluded after the
post - nort em exam nati on".

B. Enforced or involuntary disappearances

98. The Speci al Representative wi shes to point out that the Wrking Goup on
Enforced or Involuntary D sappearances of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts has
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transmitted to the Governnent of the Islanic Republic of Iran a total

of 500 cases of mi ssing persons, one of which was reported to have occurred

in 1992. So far only one case has been clarified by information received from
non- gover nment al sour ces.

99. By the same letter dated 24 Novenber 1992, the Governnent of the Islanic
Republic of Iran stated that:

"The Islanmic Republic of Iran has worked closely with the Wrking
Group on Enforced or Involuntary Di sappearances and have responded to al
the claims. In the view of the Islanic Republic of Iran, the propounded
clains are baseless. It has therefore requested fromthe Wrking G oup
nore precise information concerning these findings with conplete
specifications on the individuals to make the feasibility of
i nvestigation possible in this regard, the Islamc Republic of Iran
is ready to fully cooperate with the Wrking Goup on Enforced and
I nvol untary Di sappear ances”

100. Subsequent to his interimreport to the General Assenbly, the Specia
Representative transmitted to the Pernmanent Representative of the Islamc
Republic of Iran to the United Nations O fice at Geneva, by letter

dat ed 23 Decenber 1992, the followi ng allegation

101. It has been reported that M. Bahman Qahranani di sappeared in 1988 after
being detained in the city of Yasooj, on political charges. The fate of this
person remai ned unknown. No investigation appeared to have been carried out
by the Governnent in spite of numerous inquiries by his relatives.

C Raght to freedomfromtorture or cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatnent or puni shnent

102. It has been reported that the prohibition of all forms of torture for the
pur pose of extracting confessions or acquiring information contained in
article 38 of the Constitution of the Islam c Republic of Iran continues to be
fl out ed.

103. In the letter dated 24 Novenmber 1992, the Government replied that "The

I slamic Republic of Iran has taken decisive nmeasures to prevent the arbitrary
behavi our of judicial personnel, and deni es the above-nmentioned and basically
i rresponsi bl e accusations".

104. Conmon net hods of physical torture reportedly include suspension for |ong
periods in contorted positions, burning with cigarettes and, nost frequently,
severe and repeated beating with cables or other instruments on the back and
the soles of the feet. Beatings can |last for hours at a tinme, with guards
taking turns inflicting lashes. It was reported that sometinmes a bl anket or
cloth is stuffed into the victims nouth to stop himor her from screaning and
making it hard to breathe properly. Usually the victins are blindfol ded and
strapped to a kind of bedstead, or held down by guards sitting on their backs.
Sone prisoners were unable to wal k at all when the beating ended, and had to
drag thensel ves back to their cells along the floor. Some still bear scars on
their feet years after the beatings took place. Prisoners have described how
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their legs would swell and their clothing would be stained with blood fromthe
feet to the thighs as a result of beatings. Beatings on the back have often
resulted in serious kidney problens.

105. It was said that for political prisoners stress and uncertainty were
constant pressures. Prisoners have been kept blindfolded for hours or days at
atine, so that they becane disoriented and insecure. Torture and arbitrary
puni shrent coul d reportedly occur at any time, w thout warning. Prisoners
were usually tortured i mediately following their arrest, but could be
subjected to torture at any tine during their inprisonnent, both before and
after trial

106. It has been reported that torture and other forns of physical or

psychol ogical ill-treatnment were applied not only to obtain information but
also to extract statenments; sonetimes the torture was recorded on film O her
arbitrary puni shments include being kicked or punched, nmade to stand wi thout
novi ng for hours or days at a tine, cancellation of famly visits or reduced

f ood.

107. On 24 Novenber 1992, the Governnent of the Islamic Republic of Iran
stated, with regard to the three precedi ng paragraphs, that:

"The laws of the Islanmic Republic of Iran do not pernmit such
i nhumane behavi our towards prisoners and detai nees, and the nonitoring
system of inspection and control would detect any illegal behavi our and
puni sh the delinquents in accordance with the law. Exanpl es of
di sci plinary puni shnents neted out by the executive organs of the
judicial branch were duly reported to the Special Representative on his
third trip to Tehran, and there is a list of such information annexed to
docunment E/CN. 4/1992/34 of 1992. |In addition, at the session of the high
court of law for discipline of attorneys, which took place on
9 Novenber 1992 in the presence of the nenbers of the court of law, the
Chi ef of the judicial branch, the Chief of the State Suprene Court, the
Chief of the first branch of the disciplinary court of attorneys and
di sci plinary prosecution of attorneys, the cases of two delinquent
attorneys were investigated and after due di scussions and consul tati ons,
a verdict for the permanent suspension of their |aw practice was issued".

108. The specific cases described bel ow were reported to the Specia
Representati ve

109. The torture of M. Khalil Akhlaghi while in detention in the prison of
Shiraz was reported. He was born in 1939 at Ghenaveh, Bushehr Province, son
of CGhol amali and forner enployee of the Iranian Electronic Industry. He was
arrested in Novenmber 1989 and held for 14 nonths in solitary confinenent
during which he was allegedly submtted to physical and psychol ogical torture.
He was reportedly beaten frequently with electric wires on the soles of his
feet to the degree that he began to find it extrenely difficult to sleep and
even to wal k properly without experiencing pain. Because of blows to his face
and head, he has also lost all hearing in his right ear. As a result of these
tortures, he allegedly agreed to copy prewitten docunments with his own hand
and sign them This was called by the authorities a "confession of spy
activities".
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110. It was also reported that M. Akhlaghi was arrested and tried by virtue
of the accusations made agai nst himby M. Bahram Dehghani, son of

Zi n- Al - Abedi en, al so charged with spying. However, M. Dehghani, in a
docunent witten and signed by himin 1990 and subnmitted to the Islanic

Revol utionary Court of Shiraz, stated before God that he, M. Akhlaghi and

ot her persons were totally and conpletely innocent of all charges. He added
that he had nade the accusations under physical and psychol ogical torture
inflicted during his interrogation.

111. By its letter dated 24 Novenmber 1992, the Iranian Government stated that:

"The clains regarding M. Khalil Akhlaghi were investigated by a
speci al del egati on assigned by the chief of the prisons organization, and
no sign of msconduct was observed. During his detention period,

M. Khalil Akhlaghi, was given | eaves of absence several tinmes and
regularly enjoyed long visits with his famly"

112. Also reported was the torture while in detention in Evin prison of
M. Mhanmmad Rahi m Bakhtiari, a football player arrested in Septenber 1991
The reasons for his detention are not known.

113. Further reported was the torture while in detention in the Security and
Informati on O fice of Agahi nei ghbourhood, Tehran, and in Evin prison, of

M. Hossein Dashtgerd, a soccer referee arrested in Septenber 1991. The
reasons for his detention are also not known.

114. Reported was the psychological torture while in detention in

Masj ed Sol ei man prison of M. Jahanbakhsh Khosravian Cham Piri (prison
identity card No. 524). He was arrested, on his return to Iran fromlndia, on
charges of drug addiction. Prison authorities allegedly said to his fanmly
that he had beconme mad as a result of his addiction to drugs. He
categorically denied being an addict and stated that this accusation had
ruined his reputation and his chances for enploynment in the future.

115. The Governnent of the Islanmic Republic of Iran, with regard to the three
precedi ng paragraphs, replied that "no records have been found regarding
Mohanmad Rahi m Bakhtiari, Hossein Dashtgerd and Khosravian Champiri".

116. No neasures are known to have been taken during 1992 to establish | ega
or procedural safeguards against prisoners being tortured.

117. In its reply, the Government stated that "as nmentioned earlier the
constant control and inspection for the correct inplenmentation of the
regul ati ons of |aws, prevention of torture, and m sconduct of prisoners have
been enforced in recent years".

118. Although the Iranian press has apparently ceased to report the infliction
of cruel, inhuman or degradi ng puni shnments such as anputation, it has reported
sone cases of flogging.

119. According to a dispatch from Reuters of 10 June 1992, an unspecified
nunber of people were sentenced to be flogged by the Islamc Revol utionary
Court of Mashhad for their part in the May riots in that city.
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120. Subsequent to his interimreport to the General Assenbly, the Specia
Representative transmitted to the Pernmanent Representative of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to the United Nations O fice at Geneva, by letter dated
23 Decenber 1992, the follow ng allegations.

121. The lrani an newspaper Abrar reported, on 5 Novenber 1992, that

on 3 Novenber 1992 five people were condemmed to finger anputations on charges
of stealing. Their nanes were given as follows: M. Ali Nazeri, aged 36;

M. Farshid Qanbari, aged 22; M. Qrban Ali, aged 36; M. Mhanmad Al
Shushtari, aged 25; and M. Mehdi Isma'ili. The verdicts were carried out in
front of the offices of the Mnistry of Justice in the city of Sari,
Mazandaran Province, in the presence of judges, enployees and nore than

200 peopl e.

122. On 8 Septenber 1992, two brothers nanmed Hossein and Far buel
respectively, were reported to have been subjected to a flogging in public in
the city of Tabriz.

123. According to the newspaper Salam of 5 August 1992, "Several days ago a
group of unidentified notorcycle riders splashed paint on the faces of sone
sisters in Vanak square and fled in an ugly act". The newspaper added that
"Aut horities should take neasures to stop such acts because they are sonetines
attributed to pious Basijis", referring to nmenbers of the Bassij resistance
forces under command of the Revolutionary Guards Corps. The report in Salam
foll owed repeated charges of maltreatnent of wonmen whose Islamc covering was
not right. Iran's Islamic |aws require wonen to wear | oose, cover-al

garnents and show no nore than their face and hands in public. Ofenders are
puni shabl e by up to 74 | ashes and nay be jailed or fined.

124. According to the Irani an newspaper Jahan-e |slam of 10 Cctober 1992, the
Conmmander of the Security Forces of Kernmanshah Province reported that

248 persons were arrested and sentenced to 30 to 90 | ashes during Septenber
1992 in Kermanshah Province, on charges of illegitinmate rel ationships,
harassnment, and drinking alcohol. A nunber of those arrested were al so given
prison terms.

D. Adnmnistration of justice

125. It has been reported that conmmon and political trials in the Islamc
Republic of Iran continue to fall far short of internationally accepted
standards for fair trials. |In particular, trials in Revolutionary Court are
al nost always held in secret, inside prisons; proceedings are summary, with no
possibility for the detainee's famly or even for defence counsel to attend.

126. It has been reported that the | aw guaranteeing all defendants the right
to appoint an attorney does not in fact provide for qualified | egal counse

and does not safeguard the right to legal representation provided for in
article 35 of the Iranian Constitution and article 14 of the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, on the grounds that any Muslimis
eligible to represent the accused in court. The bill approved by the Assenbly
for Determination of Exigencies of the State refers only to an attorney
(Vakil), who apparently need not be a legally qualified professional, and not
to an attorney-at-law (Vakil -e-Dadgostari), a qualified | awer. Such a person
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woul d not, according to article 14 (d) of the International Covenant on G vi
and Political Rights and international standards, be considered conpetent to
assi st a defendant in preparing the defence or to informthe defendant of his
or her legal rights.

127. Furthernore, it was said that no nention is nade of the defendant's right
to have a |l awyer assigned to himher if he/she is unable to appoint one, and
no provision appears to have been nmade guaranteeing the defendant the right to
apply to the Supreme Court if his/her right to have access to | egal counse

and to be represented in court by a lawer is not respected.

128. It was also said that the newbill, in its present form fails to
guarantee the defendant's right to |l egal counsel in accordance wth

article 35 of the Constitution of the Islamc Republic of Iran (which provides
that both parties to a lawsuit have the right in all courts of law to sel ect
an attorney and that, if they are unable to do so, arrangenments rust be nade
to provide themwith legal counsel), and with Precedent No. 71/62, Deci sion
No. 15, established in 1984 by the General Board of the Supreme Court of Iran.
Thi s precedent stated:

"I nvol verent of the counsel briefed by the Governnent, in case the
accused may not have personally named an attorney, is essential in cases
where the main puni shnents of that crime could be the death sentence or
l[ife inprisonment. ... This precedent shall be binding on all benches of
the Suprene Court and other courts in simlar cases in accordance with
the Single Article of the Law on Judicial Precedent ratified in 1949"

It was further said that the new | aw guaranteei ng the defendant's right to
appoint an attorney, legally now in operation, has not been applied in
practice. It was also said that this |law was not retroactive and consequently
no sentences handed down before the |law cane into force, albeit in the absence
of defence counsel, were declared null and void.

129. By the letter dated 24 Novenber 1992, the Permanent Representative of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations stated the foll ow ng:

"According to the laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran, there are
no limtations regarding the right to an attorney by the accused. This
neans that the accused has the right to choose any person whet her or not
he is an attorney or not, and the court officially recognizes this right
of the accused. Thus using the nmere word "attorney' (as approved by the
Nati onal Council of Urgency) does not create any legal limtation in this
regard. Many exanpl es of the participation of attorneys in court speak
the truth of this assertion. Thus, the credibility of the aforenentioned
is conpletely denied. As previously stated the accused has total freedom
of choice in acquiring an attorney, and in the event of the financial
inability of the accused, the court has the duty to provide a court
appoi nted attorney. Based on the reiteration of the Chief of Judicia
Power and the Chief of Prosecution of the Revolution no verdict can be
i ssued and no trial can be held, w thout the accused exercising his right
to choose an attorney. The lack of this neasure leads to nullification
of the issued verdict, and the violators shall be judged under the
prosecution of the disciplinary prosecutor's office"
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130. It has been reported that the continued absence of an independent

associ ation of lawyers in the Islamc Republic of Iran undernines the
principle that |awers must be allowed to carry out their professional duties
wi thout fear of intimdation and pressure fromauthorities. The election of
nmenbers of the Bar Council, which had been schedul ed to take place on

9 Cctober 1991 was postponed indefinitely. On 8 Cctober 1991, an act on the
reformof the Iranian Lawers' Association was passed, enpowering a "Reform
Council" to disnmiss certain |awers fromthe | egal profession before any

el ection could be held. The nmenbers of the "Reform Council", appointed by the
Head of the Judiciary, nust dismss |awers who had served in certain
government posts before the establishrment of the Islamic Republic;

i ndi vi dual s "who have participated in rebellions against the Islamc Republic
or have acted effectively in support of unlawful groups"; and "nenbers of

per ni ci ous sects or organi zati ons whose ains are based on the denial of sacred
religions". It was also reported that the current President of the Bar
Associ ati on was appointed by the Mnistry of Justice in 1982.

131. On this allegation, the Governnent stated the follow ng:

"'The Committee of Attorneys' is active according to |law, and the
| egal conditions of nmenbership in this comittee have been determ ned by
I aw, according to the Islanm c Assenbly Council. dearly, a good
reputation and the |ack of any past m sconduct, are |ogical and
under st andabl e requirenments for the election of the attorneys; thus, the
clains and all egations of the Special Representative in nost of
af orementi oned cases are unrealistic and the result of incorrect
preconceptions".

132. It was further reported that other basic safeguards for a fair trial
such as the right of prisoners to be tried w thout undue delay, to bring
wi t nesses on their behalf and the presunption of innocence, are still |acking.

133. By its letter dated 24 November 1992, the Government stated the
fol | owi ng:

"The serious effort of the judicial power is based upon the fact
that the entire |l egal procedure, fromthe initial arrest of the accused
up to the issuance of the verdict and its inplenentation, should be
observed, and existing |aws provide for the legal rights of the prisoner,
including the rights of trial w thout delay and the calling of w tnesses.
The judicial body, upon being informed of any violation, shall place the
matter under investigation. 1In the Islamc Republic of Iran
di sciplinary forces, which based on the permnission of the judicia
authorities, have the right to arrest suspicious persons or those guilty
of committing crinmes, nust deliver the crimnal after 24 hours to the
judicial authorities according to procedure; the judicial authorities
additionally are mandated to conpl ete and expedite the case, and for the
i ssuance of a judicial verdict, nust subnmt the latter to superior
conmittees. Sonetimes, due to protests fromthe accused, investigations
regarding the crimes, the depositions of witnesses, or often due to the
accused' s request, the process of handling a crimnal case may be
prol onged; however, despite that, the State Supreme Court will try to
reduce the time to a mnimum by follow ng up existing cases in courts".
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134. It was alleged that political prisoners have no way of being sure how
long they will remain in prison. Those who are tried may not be informed of
their sentence for weeks or even nonths. The sentence itself begins only on
the day of the judgenent; lengthy periods of pre-trial detention are not
subtracted fromthe prison term Even when the sentence expires, prisoners
may not be rel eased unl ess they have "repented".

135. The reply by the CGovernment of 24 Novenber 1992 stated that:

"As previously nentioned, any actions toward arrested persons and
convicts is conducted according to law, and the courts, according to the
criteria and by-laws of their respective branches, will determine the
amount of bail, deposit and parole. Additionally, prior to the issuance
of any verdict of inprisonment, the court shall state the period of stay
in detention in the final verdict and cal culate any factor in the
previous period of tinme served in detention".

136. It has been said that prisoners' attenpts to organize group activities
have | ed to harsh punishment. This allegedly has applied not only to actions
such as protests against prison conditions, but even to organi zing a study
group or physical exercise.

137. It has been alleged that nmany prisoners are still held in prison years
after the expiry of their prison sentences and that their rel ease appears
conditional on their agreeing to sign a statement of repentance. Sone
political prisoners have been rel eased only after agreeing to give videotaped
i nterviews, sometines |lasting several hours, in which they confess at |length
to their alleged wongdoi ngs, denounce their political organization and pl edge
support for the Islamc Republic. These interviews nmay then be shown on

tel evi si on.

138. On 24 Novenber 1992, the CGovernnment of the Islanmic Republic of Iran
replied that:

"No prisoner is held except under the provisions of the court's
verdict, and in the case of any deviation, the issue will be placed under
investigation. In accordance with the |aw, the accused nust be treated
by the authorities of the courts and prisons in a humanitarian manner,
and no one is permtted to inpose action such as repentance or record a
vi deot aped i ntervi ew under pressure"

139. In other cases political prisoners are required to sign statenents
condemi ng their organi zati ons and pledging that they will not take part in
political activities in the future. It was further said that they are obliged
to pledge property and have a relative stand as guarantor for them Should
the rel eased prisoner not return to prison when sumoned, the guarantor nmay be
called in his or her place as a substitute prisoner. Prisoners may al so be
required to sign statenments that they will not speak to anyone about their
experiences of inprisonnent.

140. It has been reported that prisoners on | eave nust register at designated
I sl ami ¢ Revolutionary Conmittees and nust also keep in contact with the prison
authorities. Such |eave may be either for a specific period of days, weeks or
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nonths, or may be indefinite. However, even if the leave is for an
unspecified period, there is no doubt that their files remain open at the
prison and that they are still considered prisoners and nay be recalled to the
prison at any time for interrogation or to conplete their prison terns.

141. The Special Representative has received reports of the arrest of hundreds
of persons follow ng denonstrations and riots in several Iranian cities.

142. It was reported that at |east 30 persons were arrested in Kahrizak
district, Kermanshah, on 1 March 1992. On 2 March 1992, at |east 10 persons
were arrested followi ng demonstrations at Khajeh Nassir University in Tehran
During a house-to-house search at Jaafarabad, Kermanshah, on 4 March 1992,

89 persons were arrested. On 11 March 1992, 90 persons were arrested at
Rarmhornoz and 28 persons were arrested in Mahshahr. On 4 April 1992, severa
persons were arrested during denonstrations at Tabriz, East Azerbaijan
Province, and during violent incidents at Takab, Azerbaijan. On 5 April 1992,
46 persons were arrested at Mashhad. On 14 April 1992, 100 persons were
arrested at Dargaz, Lorestan Province.

143. In its reply of 24 Novenmber 1992, the Governnent stated that:

"The clains contained in the two precedi ng paragraphs are basel ess
and even in sonme cases contain imaginary names of cities. However, as it
was mnentioned before, safeguarding the public order and security is the
task of the disciplinary forces; thus, in sonme indicated cities, the
officers were rightfully obligated to arrest the rioting elenents. The
di rensions of the said claimin the above paragraph have been enl arged,
and the scope of operation of the disciplinary forces and the nunber of
the cases of riots are of far |ess nagnitude than indicated"

144. According to a dispatch fromReuters of 11 June 1992, on 15 April 1992
there took place riots at Shiraz, Fars Province, during which tw petrol
stations, a police station and 15 vehicles were set on fire or destroyed.

O her sources reported that at |east 60 persons were arrested foll owi ng those
riots. During April 1992, incidents and denonstrations al so took place at
Khorramabad, Lorestan Province, and Chahar-Mhal, Bakhtiari Province.

145. The Covernnent replied on 24 Novenber 1992 that:

"The scope of the riots which took place in the city of Shiraz on
t he above-nenti oned date, and the manner in which it was clai ned, have
been grossly exagger at ed.

"Nevert hel ess, as the Special Representative has pointed out, the
acts of hooligans, including attacks on police stations, setting fire to
vehicles and two petrol stations, consequently led to the appropriate
response of disciplinary forces to maintain order and security. In
regard to the event which took place in Khorrambad, the incident was
related to a gathering of a group of supporters of a selected candidate
of that constituency, follow ng the announcenent of the results of the
elections to the Islanmic Assenbly Council which had a | ocal scope, and
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| acked any kind of opposition to the rule of the Islanmic Republic of
Iran. The reports of Reuters and other news sources are denied in this
regard".

146. On 9 May 1992, at |east 165 persons were arrested at Ahar

On 10 May 1992, 61 persons were arrested at Kharaneh, a town near Shiraz.
These incidents were reportedly followed by 260 arrests after viol ent
denonstrations at Arak, Central Province, during which some government
bui | di ngs and banks were burned and several vehicles were destroyed.

147. On this allegation, the Governnent stated, on 24 Novenber 1992, that:

"The clainms regarding the arrest of 165 persons in the city of Ahar
are denied. Additionally, in respect to the events in Kharaneh, sone
locals resorted to the destruction and damage of shops and busi ness
pl aces of sone of their opponents. The disciplinary forces, due to
personal cl aimants and conpl ai nant, and to prevent the expansi on of the
di sputes and to maintain public order and security, arrested the persons
responsible in order to render themto the appropriate judicia
authorities".

148. The denonstrations on 20 and 21 May 1992 at Shustar provoked the
declaration of a state of siege in that city, followed by a | arge nunber of
detentions. On 30 May 1992, a series of protests took place at Mishhad,
Khorasan Provi nce, apparently sparked off by incidents such as attenpts by
nmuni ci pal authorities to destroy illegally constructed dwellings and forcibly
evict their inhabitants. During the rioting at Mashhad nore than

100 governnent buil di ngs, banks and stores were burned or w ecked, according
to a Reuters dispatch of 10 June 1992. The Speci al Representative received
reports that the authorities officially had announced that 300 persons were
arrested following the riots. Oher sources reported, however, that the rea
nunber of detainees was several tinmes higher. On 10 June 1992, 130 persons
were reportedly arrested at Bukan.

149. The Governnment in its reply, of 24 Novenber 1992 stated that:

"There was a gathering of one of the candidate's supporters (in
relation to the fourth terns of the election of the Islamc Consultative
Assenbly at the city of Shoushtar), but there were no arrests, and the
situation in the city returned to normal. The received reports, and the
report of Reuters, are denied"

150. The Head of Judiciary, Ayatollah Mhamuad Yazdi, was quoted by Reuters
on 1 June 1992 as saying that a number of experienced judges had been assi ghed
special briefs to deal with the perpetrators of the Mashhad di st urbances.

Sone officials described those arrested as "corrupt on earth" and
"insurgents". The Khorasan provincial governor, Ali Jannati, was reported to
have said that the interrogation of nore than 300 detai ned peopl e indicated

t he invol venent of "foreigners and agents of arrogance".

151. According to a dispatch fromReuters of 10 June 1992, an unspecified
nunber of people were sentenced to long prison terns by the Islamc
Revol uti onary Court of Mashhad for their part in the May riots in that city.
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152. The lranian news agency | RNA reported on 11 June 1992 that the Supreme
Leader of the Islanic Revolution, Ayatollah Ali Khanenei, urged the
authorities to "seek out troubl emakers and eradicate themlike weeds". It

al so quoted M. Mhamad Karani, Prosecutor of the Islanmc Revolutionary Court
of Shiraz, as saying that 45 people were sentenced to between 4 nonths and

10 years' inprisonnent for their role in the Shiraz riots of 15 April, and
that 20 nore people were still being tried.

153. Wth regard to the precedi ng paragraph, the Governnment replied that:

"The officials of the Islamc Republic of Iran have legal authority
to take the necessary neasures to secure public order and peace within
t he context and conventional standards approved by | egal and
international criteria".

154. According to a dispatch fromthe Associated Press of 10 June 1992, the
spiritual leader of lIran, Ayatollah Ali Khanenei, told the Majlis that the

i nci dents at Mashhad, Shiraz and several other cities were "led by snall,

hi dden and masked counter-revol utionary el ements".

155. It has been reported that those people were sentenced followi ng unfair
trials and procedures which were not consistent with internationally

recogni zed standards of fairness. Some of those trials resulted in death
sentences, and a nunber of people were sentenced to be flogged and/or to
long-terminprisonnment, while a nunber were yet to be tried.

156. In its letter of 24 Novenber 1992, the Governnment stated the foll ow ng:

"The judicial power severely opposes any prosecution and trial of
t he accused agai nst the judicial procedure in accordance with the
acknow edged standards, and as it was stated, no judgenent without
observation of the above-nentioned criteria is |egal or dispensable.
Al so no verdict for execution shall be issued and inpl emented before
under goi ng several key |egal processes at the follow ng stages: the
right to appeal; referral of the case to the State Suprenme Court, the
request for pardon after having had the endorsenent of the verdict of
execution by the State Supreme Court; and, awaiting response"

157. It was further reported that the Iranian Governnment had set up a specia
anti-riot Pasdaran unit called the Arnmy of Ashora (Sepahi an-e-Ashora) to crush
any future denonstrations and riots in the nmajor cities of Iran

158. In response to this information, the Permanent Representative of the
Islamic Republic of Iran stated, in the letter dated 24 Novenber 1992, that:

"Fol | owi ng the nischievous acts of |local hoodlunms in the cities of
Shiraz, Mashhad, Shoushtar and Ramhornoz, the disciplinary forces
arrested sone of the instigators under warrants fromthe judicia
authorities, and nost of themwere rel eased after being given gui dance.
The rest of the cases nentioned are basel ess, and there have not been any
anti-government protests or riots in the cities nmentioned"
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159. On 30 July 1992, there took place at Shush house-to-house searches during
which M. Hassan Hori, M. Reza Kalachi and M. Ahnmad Ghiyassi were reportedly
arrest ed.

160. It has been reported that the authorities have failed to provide any
i nformati on on the nanes and situation of nost of those arrested, except the
nanes of some of those arrested who were subsequently executed.

161. The Special Representative has received information on the foll ow ng
specific cases of detention arbitrarily inposed.

162. The arbitrary detention was reported, on four different occasions, of
M. Ali Zahmat Keshan in Bal uchistan Province, for political reasons. He
stated that the unjustified arrests had ruined his reputati on and danmaged his
job. He demands to be rehabilitated.

163. The arbitrary detention was further reported of M. Isnail Barzegar, by
the Ofice of the Mnistry of Justice at Rasht, G lan Province, on suspicion
of collaborating with an armed gang. The accusation was proved to be

unf ounded. He dermanded to be rehabilitated and to receive social and economc
assi st ance.

164. The arbitrary detention was reported of M. Ghol am Reza Koushki, born

in 1953, son of M. Seyyed Wali (identity card No. 514 issued at Sanandaj), on
suspicion by the Ofice of the Revolutionary Attorney of Khorramabad of being
a col |l aborator of the so-called Fedayin Organization-Majority Line. The
accusation was proved unfounded and he was consequently rel eased. However, he
has lost his job as a teacher and, as a result of his inprisonnment, the
Ceneral O fice of Education has withdrawn his teaching Iicence, thus
preventing himfrom exercising his profession.

165. The Special Representative has also received reports of the follow ng
cases of alleged inmpunity of government officers:

(a) A founder of the Nohovat Foundation has reportedly been charged
with m sappropriation. He was accused of dealing dishonestly with property
entrusted to himand sentenced to two years' inprisonnment. However, he was
pronptly rel eased;

(b) A fornmer chief of the Police Information Ofice, suspected of
organi zi ng arnmed gangs, has allegedly been renmoved fromhis post. However, no
judicial action has reportedly been initiated against him

166. Wth regard to the precedi ng paragraph, the Governnment replied, on
24 Novenber 1992, the follow ng:

"First of all the Nabovat Foundation was a 100 per cent private
est abl i shnent whi ch was banned three years ago by the prosecutor general,
foll owi ng charges of financial abuse. Secondly, the accused in the case
was tried in accordance with the law, and follow ng the investigation of
the Court of Appeal, the accused was sentenced to punitive inprisonnent.
Therefore, the validity of this claimis denied. Thirdly, the chief of
the Investigations Departnent was arrested, follow ng the accusations
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agai nst him and he was put under detention. At present, the accused is
awai ting the conpletion of his file and the trial. The disnmissal of one
of the chiefs of the investigation departnent was due to inconpetent
managenment, and the charge of armed robbery is not applicable to him
The reports received do not correspond to the truth"

167. The Special Representative requests infornmation fromthe Governnent
regarding the situation of the prisoners listed in annex | to the present
report.

168. On 22 January 1992, the International Committee of the Red Cross (I CRQ)
started to visit prisons in the Islamc Republic of Iran, at the request of
the Iranian Government and on the basis of an agreenent setting forth the |ICRC
standard procedures, in particular, access to all detainees, interviews

wi t hout witnesses, repetition of visits and confidentiality of its del egates
observations. It was said that some difficulties were encountered in fully

i mpl enenting the agreement. On 21 March 1992, while I CRC was negotiating with
the Iranian authorities, it was notified by the Mnistry for Foreign Affairs
that all its activities were to be stopped and its 15 del egates obliged to

| eave lranian territory.

169. According to an I CRC press rel ease dated 27 March 1992, to justify their
decision the Iranian authorities nmade accusati ons agai nst | CRC concerning the
manner in which it was fulfilling the mandate conferred on it by the third
Geneva Convention of 1949 in respect of Iraqi prisoners of war and conducting
the activities it had undertaken in the country's prisons, on the basis of the
bil ateral agreenent. |CRC categorically denied these accusati ons and stated
that all its activities in the Islam ¢ Republic of Iran were conducted in
conpliance with the principles guiding its operations everywhere in the world
and that it had therefore always worked openly with the Iranian authorities.
ICRC al so stated that it was extrenely concerned by the consequences in
humanitarian terns of the interruption of its activities, in particular since
there were nore than 20,000 Iraqgi prisoners of war on Iranian territory,
several thousand of whomremained in captivity, many of themfor over

10 years.

170. Wth reference to the two precedi ng paragraphs, the Governnment of the
I slamic Republic of Iran replied:

"Considering the situation which has devel oped regardi ng the status
of the office of ICRC in Tehran, unfortunately, the normal activities of
this office have been suspended. Nevertheless, in cases of finding a
practical mechanismfor the continuation of the Conmittee's activities,
the Islamic Republic of Iran is prepared to review the matter, even prior
to the renoval of the obstacles concerning the initiation of the
activities of the ICRC office in Tehran".

171. Subsequent to his interimreport to the General Assenbly, the Specia
Representative transmitted to the Permanent Representative of the Islamc
Republic of Iran to the United Nations O fice at Geneva, by letter dated
23 Decenber 1992, the follow ng allegations.
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172. The lrani an newspaper Abrar of 19 Cctober 1992 reported that "Independent
courts are going to be formed to try offences comitted by children ol der

than seven and bel ow the religious age of puberty". According to the Canon
Law, the age of adol escence is considered to be 14 for boys and 9 lunar years
for girls. On 5 July 1992, Tehran Radio reported that according to the bil

for the establishnent of juvenile courts, for crines punishable by sentences
of one or nore years of inprisonnment under tazir, a judge and a counsell or

wi Il preside over the courts.

173. The lrani an newspaper Jonmhuri-lslam of 22 Septenber 1992, reported that
t he Conmander of the Security Forces of Khuzistan Province stated that "2,400
persons were arrested in Khuzistan for propagating social corruption between
March and August 1992".

174. The Special Representative requests information fromthe CGovernnent
regarding the situation of the follow ng prisoners:

(a) M. Abdol | ah Bagheri, a former nenber of the Kurdi sh opposition
group Komal a who was arrested at the begi nning of Novenber 1992 outside
Mariwan, close to the Iraqgi border. The precise date of his arrest and his
present whereabouts are unknown. Abdollah Bagheri was reportedly no |onger a
nmenber of Konmla at the tinme of his arrest, but had been an active nmenber of
t he organization for several years;

(b) M. Seyed Ali Sharifioun, who is being held at a | abour centre
affiliated to Ghom Prison. He was arrested on 2 March 1989 and sentenced to
15 years' inprisonnment after a trial which allegedly failed to neet
internationally recogni zed standards. During the first part of his trial,

M. Sharifioun had no access to |l egal counsel. Later, the Islamc
Revol uti onary Court of Ghom accepted the appointnment of a | awer but refused
to deliver the file of the trial to him preventing also any visit between

| awyer and defendant. M. Sharifioun's real estate and personal property have
been confi scat ed;

(c) M. Hans Bohler, a Swi ss busi nessman, aged 51, who was arrested in
March 1992 while working for a Swiss tel ecommuni cati on conpany. M. Bohler is
faci ng charges of corruption and having illegal contacts with Iranian
nati onal s.

E. Freedom of expression, opinion and the press

175. It has been reported that the constitutional guarantees of freedom of
expression and freedom of the press contained in article 24 of the
Constitution of the Islanmic Republic of Iran are largely ignored. The
President of the Republic, in the course of a neeting with the former M nister
for Culture and Islamc Quidance on 26 January 1992, stated that "criticism
and di scussion of problens in the press, dailies and periodicals, and in an
open environnent, wthout bearing grudges and wi thout hatred, can help the
grow h and devel opnment of society”". None the less, it was said that, in
reality, any criticismof the Governnent or its policies remins subject to
puni shrent and is perceived to be potentially dangerous because it could serve
the enem es of Islam
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176. In its reply of 24 Novenber 1992, the Governnent stated the foll ow ng:

"It seens that in an equitable investigation, regarding the status
of press and freedom of expression in the Islam c Republic of Iran
whereas, there are nore than 28 newspapers and 450 publications, in
addition to the hundreds of volunmes of books which are being translated,
conpiled or witten by local witers, nost of which are printed and
di stributed by private printing houses, the conclusion may easily be
reached that freedomof the press within the context of the |aws of the
Islamic Republic of Iran is one of the nost val uabl e achi evenents of the
post-1lslamc Revolution. |In fact, anong newspapers with w de circul ation
in the Islamic Republic of Iran, at present, the nunber of newspapers
expressi ng opposition views towards the Governnent is higher than the
nunber which are supportive of and tolerant towards its critics.
Nevert hel ess, the press is obliged to observe respect for public opinion
and is not pernmitted to di shonour the national and religious beliefs of
the people, be they Muslimor fromofficial mnorities and this principle
forms the baseline for the policies of the Islanmc Republic of Iran
towards freedom of the press, expression and opi ni on"

177. 1t was reported that while the Iranian nedia do not |ack variety, they
are by no neans free and that radi o and tel evision broadcasts are subject to
extensi ve sel f-censorship and censorship.

178. In its reply of 24 Novenmber 1992, the Governnent stated that:

"According to the press | aws, any individual who w shes to publish
may do so by obtaining pernmission to be issued by a committee conprised
of one judge, a representative of the press, a representative of people
at the Islamic Consultative Assenbly, and a representative of the
CGovernment. There is no nonopoly for publication inmposed by the
Covernnment, and in recent years the Government has directly supported the
press through appropriation of subsidies".

179. An editorial of the Iranian newspaper Tehran Tinmes of 27 July 1992 stated
the followi ng: "Mst newspapers were afflicted with self-censorship or with a
kind of party and group vengeance because, after the victory of the

revol ution, officials in charge of the country's inportant newspapers were

mai nly conprised of two parts: those who desired to use the newspapers as a

| adder of success to reach higher State posts or those who |eft posts as
mnisters and top officials and fell in status and turned to the press to be
present in the country's politico-econonm c scene". The newspaper added, "It
is belowthe dignity of the Islam c Revolution of Iran that, after 13 years, a
permt for the set-up of the country's syndicate of journalists has not been

i ssued under conditions when | and and autonobil e brokers have established
their powerful unions with government permits. The Iranian Journalists
Society still lacks a syndicate".

180. It was further alleged that the Governnent's nonopoly on newsprint has
served as a highly effective censorship nechanismowi ng to the private
sector's limted access to resources.
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181. It was said that possession of a typewiter, photocopier, conmputer, fax
machi ne or short-wave radio not registered with the authorities incurs severe
puni shient .

182. It was also reported that nmany val uabl e archives, notably concerning the
I slami c revol ution, have been destroyed.

183. On 18 April 1992, the Secretary of Qom Theol ogi cal School

Ayat ol | ah Fazel Lankarani, called on the authorities to be nore careful in
supervising publications. He appealed to the President to renove
counter-revolutionary el enents and those against Islamfromcultura
institutions and urged the judicial authorities to react seriously towards any
insult against Islamand bring those guilty to justice, according to the
Tehran Tinmes of 20 April 1992.

184. It has been reported that in April 1992, the sports nonthly Farad was
banned on charges includi ng apostasy after accusations that the nmagazi ne had
insulted Islanic society for having published a caricature of a footbal

pl ayer which allegedly resenbled the late Imam Its editorial chief,

M. Nasser Arabha, and its designer were arrested and are reportedly awaiting
trial. The nmagazine's prem ses were burned by a nob

185. It was reported that the prem ses of the cultural weekly Donya-é- Sokhan
were al so burned subsequent to its prohibition by the authorities. |Its
editorial staff were reportedly arrested.

186. It was further reported that the feninine weekly Zan-é-Rous was banned by
the authorities.

187. Subsequent to his interimreport to the General Assenbly, the Specia
Representative transmitted to the Pernmanent Representative of the Islamc
Republic of Iran to the United Nations Office at CGeneva, by letter dated
23 Decenber 1992, the followi ng allegation

188. On 28 Septenber 1992, the Provincial Supervisor of the Iranian newspaper
Kayhan in East Azarbaijan and a reporter of that newspaper were arrested and
beaten for reporting that the Governor of the Central Part of Tabriz was
ousted fromhis post for violating the law. The arrests were reportedly
ordered by the Governor of Tabriz, M. Najafi Azar, who considered that this
news was a blowto his prestige, since the Governor of the Central Part had
been appoi nted and brought to Tabriz by him

F. Political rights

189. It was reported that in the election canpaign for the parlianentary
el ections of 10 April the candidates were not allowed to print posters or to
hold rallies because these were supposed to be "Western style" el ectioneering.

190. It was further reported that the qualifications of 39 forner Majlis
deputies were not confirmed by the screening conmittees of the Guardians
Council. Anong those disqualified were reportedly six ulema. The
applications of one third of the over 3,000 candi dates were turned down,
according to the newspaper Salam of 8 April 1992.
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191. The former Heavy Industries Mnister, M. Behzd Nabavi, in an open
letter, demanded that the Council publish the reasons for his rejection in the
press. Hojjatol esl am Sadeq Khal khali stated that he did not know why he was
di squalified. According to Salamof 8 April 1992, he said: "W have
repeatedly told the Guardians Council to publicly state our offences, but so
far no one has told us anything and we have not been asked for a question and
answer session. |If we are treated in such a manner, think what will happen to
ot hers".

192. The Association for Wnen of the Islanmic Republic criticized,

on 6 April 1992, the disqualification of several fenmale candi dates by the
screening committees of the Guardians Council. It further deplored the
rejection of several wonen candi dates who it said have been and are anong "the
nost pious and committed personalities of the Revolution and have sacrificed
their nost bel oved ones for the stabilization of the Islamc Republic systeni.

193. According to the Tehran Tines of 16 April 1992 nmenbers of the police at
Borouj en had stepped in to scatter two groups of political opponents who were
on the verge of a serious fight near a polling station on 10 April 1992.
However, the Majlis deputy from Boroujen, M. Davoud Towhidi, stated at the
Majlis on 14 April that the police had physically abused sone voters at
pol i ng booths and even opened fire on them

194. Subsequent to his interimreport to the General Assenbly, the Specia
Representative transmitted to the Pernmanent Representative of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to the United Nations O fice at Geneva, by letter dated
23 Decenber 1992, the follow ng allegation

195. It has been reported that M. Qorban Ai Sal ehabadi, former Deputy of the
Majlis (Islamic Consultative Assenbly) from Mashhad, was sentenced to two
years' inprisonment by the Islamc Revolutionary Court of Tehran "for his
efforts to undermine the reginme of the Islanm c Republic of Iran".

G The situation of wonen

196. The Special Representative has received reports that |ranian wonen
continued to be banned from pursuing studies in agriculture, engineering,

m ning and netal lurgy, and from becom ng judges. In higher education, wonen
are reportedly banned from91l fields of study out of 169, 55 fields out of 84
in technol ogy and mat hematics and 7 out of 40 in natural sciences, and from
all 4 fields of agriculture. It was reported that in the faculties of Letters
and Humanities, out of 35 fields only 10 are available to wonen. Strict
sexual segregation of teachers and students has allegedly resulted in the

cl osure of many schools for girls owing to a |lack of fenal e teachers,
overcrowdi ng of classes and a severe decline in standards. In rural areas in
particular, this has allegedly neant a denial of education to girls. It was
said that nore than 40,000 wonen el enentary and hi gh school teachers were
fired by the Government during the period 1980-1985. Concern was voi ced over
reports indicating that 89 per cent of rural Iranian wonen are illiterate.
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197. It was further reported that the enploynent rate for wonen has been
drastically reduced, from13 to 6.5 per cent. It has also been stated that

worren have to obtain the official permssion of their husbands in order to
work or to travel abroad.

198. Oher reports indicate that nen have the right to marry four w ves and an
unlimted nunber of "tenporary" w ves; judges see divorce as the exclusive
right of men. Wdmen cannot have custody of their children unless there is no
father or grandfather, and if a wonan refuses to neet her husband' s demands
she | oses her rights to shelter, food and clothing. It was further reported
that the practice of polygany and of short-term narri ages has becone

wi despr ead.

199. Further, it has been reported that wonen can inherit only half as nuch as
nmen, that wonmen are segregated fromnen on public transport and that the
public display of wonen's sports is subject to several restrictions. It was

al so said that the marriage of nine-year-old girls is sanctioned.

200. Concern continues to be voiced over |egal provisions requiring wonen to
observe Hijab by showing no nmore than their face and hands in public, wearing
cl othes that must conpletely cover their bodies. According to reports

recei ved by the Special Representative during 1992, arrests of Irani an wonen
for non-observance of the full Islam c dress code or wearing nmake-up,

col ourful garnments or adornnents have continued. O fenders nay receive a

maxi mum of 74 | ashes, be jailed or heavily fined, or be rel eased after signing
a commitment to observe the Islanic dress code.

201. It was reported that on 16 May 1992, several wonen were arrested in
Tehran on charges of disregarding the Islamic dress code. The arrests were
reportedly made during a search-and-control operation carried out in private
conpani es, clinics and public places, including the Tehran suburbs, by the
forces of the Geater Tehran Security District.

202. It has been further reported that 165 inproperly veil ed wonmen were
arrested on 7 June 1992 in Tehran by security agents inplenmenting a new plan
to conmbat social corruption; 139 wonen were reportedly rel eased after signing
a commitnment to observe the Islanic dress code.

203. On 21 July 1992, several wonen were reportedly arrested in Tehran and
Shiraz by groups of Guards and Bassij forces, on charges of violating the
dress code. The woren were reportedly taken by buses to unknown | ocati ons.

204. On 22 July 1992, several wonen were reportedly arrested at Roudsar
| sfahan and Ahwaz for being inproperly veiled.

205. On 1 August 1992, groups of @uards and Bassij forces reportedly arrested
several wonen in Tehran, Qazvin and Ghorgan for being inproperly veiled. It
was further reported that two guards poured green paint on the head and face
of a wonan arrested on Jomhouri intersection in Tehran

206. It was further reported that two girls and a woman and her two chil dren,
were arrested on inproper-veiling charges at Shahsavar.
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H R ght to work

207. It was reported that M. Anmir Askari, a civil engineer enployed by Ojihad
Sazandegui c.a.d., an organization charged with the country's reconstruction
suffered a serious accident while he was working, as a result of which he was
di smissed fromhis job. Nunmerous appeals and |etters demandi ng nmedi cal and
soci al assistance fromthat organi zati on have been answered by stating that

al |l demands agai nst Dji had Sazandegui c.a.d. are inadmissible. M. Askari

decl ared his support for the Government but not for the |labour policies of his
former enployer. He is responsible for 10 people who depend on himfor their
subsi st ence.

208. It was also reported that M. Mrshed Ali, an al nost blind nman who has
been dism ssed fromhis job, has witten nunmerous letters and appeals to the
authorities requesting themto give himback his job or, alternatively, to
gi ve himsocial assistance. He has allegedly never received a response.

209. It was reported that M. @Qul am Reza Koshki, a teacher of Larstaan

Khor amabad, had his teacher's pernit withdrawn in 1987 as a consequence of his
detention in 1986 on charges of participating in the creation of an opposition
group, the so-called Hakhgar Fedayan Khal q Organi zation. He was released in
1987 after he reportedly gave guarantees not to coll aborate with opposition
groups in the future. Since then, he has reportedly had no opportunity to get
a job.

I. R ght to education

210. It was reported that M. Mhamuad Ziai Pour was expelled fromthe

Uni versity of Tehran because he did not agree to fill in forns concerning his
i deol ogi cal beliefs, citing reasons of principle. The university refuses to
give himhis certificates, thus preventing himfromcontinuing his studies at
anot her university or abroad.

211. Subsequent to his interimreport to the General Assenbly, the follow ng
all egations were transmitted by the Special Representative to the Permanent
Representative of the Islanmic Republic of Iran to the United Nations Ofice at
Ceneva, by letter dated 23 Decenber 1993.

212. On 19 Cctober 1992, the Director of Renovation, Devel opnent and Equi pnent
of Schools of the Mnistry of Education stated that "112, 000 cl assroons are
needed across the country to inprove the quality of the existing educationa
centres".

213. On 7 Septenmber 1992, the Director-General of Nomadic Affairs of |sfahan
Province stated that "Through 1991, there were only five classes for 9,000
nmenbers of the Bakhtiari nomads who are required to receive education”

J. Right of everyone to own property

214. It was reported that M. Isnail Myvasseghi an, an 81-year-old resident of
Ardebi |, East Azerbaijan, suffered the arbitrary closure of a gymmasiumon his
property. He allegedly had all the necessary authorizations, in spite of
which M. Djazaeri, Director of Public Places, and M. Abbas Seyyed Hatami,
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Director of Physical Activities and Sports, arbitrarily ordered the closure of
his establishnent and the arrest of its director. Several appeals to the
Ofice of the Inspector-Ceneral, to the Ofice of the Attorney and to the
Deputy Mnister for Sports have received no reply.

215. It was reported that M. Mehdi Hadji Moniri, a former Director of G vil
Aviation of Iran and a veteran air force officer expert in the admnistration
of the aviation industry, had his property confiscated for unknown reasons,

wi t hout conpensation. Hi s real estate and personal property have reportedly
been sold and their ownership transferred to the Governnent. Severa
petitions addressed by himto various Iranian authorities have never been
answer ed.

216. It was further reported that the Iranian authorities confiscated, w thout
conpensation, the personal property and real estate of M. Hassan Nazi h,

former Iranian Mnister for Ol, together with that of his wife and four
children. Several petitions addressed by himto several Iranian authorities
asking the reasons for the confiscations have never been answered.

217. It was also reported that the private property of M. Satar Salim was
confi scated w thout conpensation. The property, valued at US$ 10 mllion,

i ncluded a collection of antiques and nore than 5,000 books and manuscri pts.
H's sister-in-law, Ms. Amir Hossein Salim, has recently received a
governnental order of eviction fromher flat, located in Kargar-e-Chomal i

No. 60, 17 Avenue, Tehran, where she is living with her children. They have
reportedly no resources to rent other |odgings.

K. Freedomof religion and the situation of the Baha'i community

218. The Special Representative has received reports that promnent Christian
religious | eaders and |lay persons continued to be persecuted sol ely because of
their religion. Although Christianity is one of the four religions officially
recogni zed by the Governnent, it was said that in practice recognition

i ncl udes only several hundred thousand ethnic Arnenians and Assyrians and not
believers with a Mislim background or Muslimconverts. It was further said
that although the Islam c |l egal system proclains tolerance of different
religions, its prohibitions against conversion fromlslamcreate an

envi ronnent of religious intolerance. M. Mehdi D baj, a church | eader and
former Muslim continues to be held in prison because of his religious belief.

219. It was alleged that sone Irani an newspapers have bl anmed the Zoroastrian
conmunity in lran for the reported phenonenon of conversion of sone Iranian
Musl i nms outside Iran and have associated themwith political dissidents. It

was further said that Zoroastrians in Iran were afraid that any information
about their problens and alleged restrictions would produce nore hardship and
that the authorities would consider that they were creating adverse publicity.

220. Al'so reported were alleged restrictions on the followers of the Ahl ehagh
faith.

221. It has been reported that, since 1979, Baha'is have been systenmatically
persecut ed, harassed and discrimnated against for their religious beliefs and
that 201 Baha'is have been killed; 15 other Baha'is have di sappeared and are
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presuned dead. It was further reported that after a cessation of executions
for a period of three and a half years, M. Bahnan Sanmandari, a menber of the
Baha'i comunity in Iran, was arrested on 17 March 1992 and executed in Evin
prison in Tehran on 18 March 1992 (see para. 33 above). At the tine of
writing, no reason for his execution had been given by the judicial or prison
authorities, nor has the location of his grave been discl osed.

222. It was reported that M. Hassan Mahboubi, a prom nent |eader of the
Baha'i comunity in Iran, was run over on 21 July 1992 under strange
ci rcumnst ances.

223. It was reported that M. Bihnam Mthagi and M. Kayvan Khal aj abadi, two
Iranian Baha'is who were arrested three years ago, have recently been called
before prison authorities where they were orally infornmed that an Islamc
Revol utionary Court had issued a verdict condemming themto death because of
their Baha'i faith. The trials which resulted in the death sentences for the
above- nmenti oned persons took place wi thout the assistance of defence | awers.
Two Muslimlawers were reportedly engaged by the defendants but, having taken
some initial steps, they found thensel ves unable to continue and resigned.
During his third visit to the Islam ¢ Republic of Iran, the Specia
Representative net with these people in Evin prison in Tehran

224, It was further reported that on 17 June 1992, M. Ruhu'llah CGhedanmi, a
Baha'i fromthe village of Mizaffariyyih, was brutally nurdered at the hands
of two nenbers of the "Disciplinary Forces" of the Governnent. It was alleged
that the nurderers were acting in the hope of inpunity, as the Baha'is enjoy
no protection under the Constitution of the Islanm c Republic of Iran and are
referred to as belonging to the "wayward Baha'i sect"” in official governnent
docunents. However, in this case the two killers were apprehended and

i mprisoned by the Iranian authorities who reportedly seemto be dealing with
this crime in a serious and judicial manner. The two killers appear to have
acted on their own.

225. It was said that the arbitrary arrest and detention of Baha'is continue
inlran. On 1 April 1992, M. Hussain Eshraghi, an elderly Baha'i, was

arbitrarily arrested at his home in Isfahan and is still in prison. On

21 May 1992, four women were arrested at Sari. Three of themare Baha'is and
wer e accused of tal king about the Baha'i faith to the fourth person, a
22-year-old girl. Recently, three of the wonen were rel eased after

interrogation while the other remains in custody. Sinmilarly, on 31 May 1992,
a Baha'i wonman was arrested at Shahi nshahr, |sfahan, and charged w th tal ki ng
about the Baha'i faith to one of her non-Baha'i friends. Both wonmen were
detained. Recently the non-Baha'i woman was released. It was reported that,
as at 1 July 1992, the total nunber of Baha'is inprisoned in the Islanmic
Republic of Iran was 10.

226. For over 12 years Baha'is have been systematically denied access to
institutions of higher education such as universities and colleges. However,
Baha'i children and youths who had been expel |l ed have been allowed to return
to el enentary and secondary school. It was further reported that Baha'is were
al so experiencing serious difficulties in circulating Baha'i books anong
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t henmsel ves and in holding classes to instruct their own children in spiritua
and noral values. In January 1991, the Mnistry of Information ordered the
closing of Baha'i children's classes throughout Iran

227. Neither Baha'i marriages nor divorces are legally recognized in the
Islamic Republic of Iran. Baha'is continue to be deprived of inheritance
rights. For the past 12 years, the Baha'i conmunity has been denied the right
of assenbly and the right to elect and maintain its adm nistrative
institutions. These institutions constitute the core of religious comunity
life, considering that there is no clergy in the Baha'i faith. Wthout

adm nistrative institutions the very existence of the Baha'is as a viable
religious comunity is said to be seriously endangered. As individuals,
Baha'is are officially considered "unprotected infidels" and, therefore, their
civil rights and liberties are often ignored. The non-recognition of their
religion mani fests itself in various ways, including the denial of the basic
right to express their religious beliefs freely.

228. It was also reported that many Baha'is in Iran continue to be deprived of
the nmeans of earning a living. A considerable nunber of the nore than 10, 000
Baha'is who were dism ssed frompositions in Government and education remain
unenpl oyed and recei ve no unenpl oynent benefits. Sone Baha'is disnissed from
government posts have even been required to return salaries or pensions paid
to them The retirenment pensions of Baha'is dism ssed on religious grounds
have been terni nated.

229. On 28 COctober 1989, the O fice of Insurance and Pensions of the Arny
stated that the pension of a dism ssed captain was suspended because of his
menbership in the "m sgui ded Baha'i sect" and in accordance with a letter
dated 27 August 1984 by the Islanmic Revolutionary Arny Court.

230. On 24 Septenber 1991, the Director of the Ofice of |Insurance and

Pensi ons of the Mnistry of Defence and Support of the Arned Forces sent a
letter which states: "Based on the information received, you are a Baha'i and
therefore not entitled to pension paynents. However, should you convert to

I sl am and denonstrate renorse for having been a Baha'i and further provide
this office with proof that you have enbraced Islam steps will be taken to
restore pension paynments to you"

231. On 20 Novenber 1990, the Prelimnary Committee of Reconstruction stated
that a technician of the Institute of Public Health Research of Tehran
University, who retired after 24 years of service, had been found guilty of
the "crinme of nenbership” in the Baha'i sect and therefore permanently

di smissed from his governnent post and that his pension had been di sconti nued.
On 12 January 1991, the Eighth Branch of the Court of Administrative Justice
stated: "Based on the penal code and the existing records, the judgenent by
the prelimnary Conmittee of Reconstruction being still in force, there are no
| egal grounds to pay the pension or to bring back the file into circulation
The conplaint is therefore dism ssed and this judgenent is final"

232. On 17 Decenber 1991, the Review Committee of Administrative Ofences of
the National Steel Conpany of Iran of the Mnistry of Mnes and Metal s stated:
"I'n view of the fact that the offence commtted by this retired enpl oyee is
clear, in that he belongs to the m sgui ded sect which is recognized as being
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outside the domain of Islam this constitutes the reason for his pernanent
di smissal from his governnent post. The enployee can appeal this verdict
within one nonth, bringing the matter to the attention of the Court of
Admi ni strative Justice for review'.

233. On 24 June 1991, the Ninth Branch of the Court of Administrative Justice
stated: "Due to the fact that menbership in the nisguided Baha'i sect, a sect
which is considered to be outside Islam is cause for dismnissal fromal
government posts, with all that it might inply, and taking into consideration
the fact that the conpl ai nant has not denied nmenbership in the m sgui ded sect,
the Court does not find the conplaint acceptable. This verdict is final".

234, On 5 May 1991, the conmittee in charge of administrative offences of the
M ni stry of Education and Devel opnent stated that a teacher of Ransar had
conmitted the offence of belonging to the m sguided Baha'i sect, according to
t he second paragraph of article 19 of the | aw addressi ng adm nistrative

of fences, and sentenced himto be barred from any governnent posts, according
to article 13 of the above-nentioned law. This verdict was subject to

i nvestigation by the Review Comittee.

235. Incidents of harassnent have been reported in the cities of Karaj and
Aran in Kashan where Baha'is were ordered to close their stores. Baha'is are
not officially allowed to open their own businesses. Baha'i farners are

deni ed adm ttance into farmers' cooperatives which are often the only source
of credit, seeds, fertilizer and pesti cides.

236. It has recently been reported that elderly and wi dowed Baha'is were
evicted fromtheir homes. Over the years, |arge nunbers of private and

busi ness properties, including homes and farns, have been arbitrarily
confiscated fromBaha'is. Many of these properties are being sold at auction
with no consideration being given to the appeals of the Baha'is concerned.

237. A recent docunent issued by the Prosecutor of the Islanic Republic of
Iran in Tehran states that a woman "is accused of affiliation with the wayward
Baha'i sect" and, therefore, "she has been sentenced to conplete confiscation
of all her belongings", which are placed "under the authority of selected

| awyers of the spiritual guardi ans”

238. On 23 May 1990, the Third Branch of the Islamc Revolutionary Court found
a wonan guilty of "belonging to the nisguided Baha'i sect, of activities for
its illegal administration, and of |eaving the Islamc Republic of Iran".
Therefore, an order was issued "to confiscate all her bel ongi ngs, whether

known or unknown, or whether she has registered themin her name or in the
nane of others”. On 7 Decenmber 1991, the secretariat of the Court reported
that "all her bel ongings were put at the disposal of the appointed Trustees of
the Institution of Religious Leadership, followi ng the decree of the Nation's

I mam sanctified be his noble Being"

239. It was further reported that Baha'i-owned holy places, historical sites,
ceneteries, administrative centres and ot her assets, seized nostly in 1979,
remai n confi scated or have been destroyed. Having access only to those
ceneteries which the Governnent has designated for them Baha'is in nany
localities experience difficulties in burying their dead. It was further
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all eged that Baha'is are not permitted to mark the graves of their fell ow
Baha'is, making it alnost inpossible to identify the graves of their |oved
ones.

240. The nost recent wave of persecution is said to have profoundly affected a
whol e generation of Baha'is in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Reportedly, they
have been repeatedly offered relief frompersecution if they were prepared to
recant their faith.

241. It was further reported that Baha'is are not free to |l eave the Islamc
Republic of Iran, as it is alnost inpossible for themto obtain passports.

242. Keyhan newspaper published on 22 January 1992 an article which stated:

"One of the major intrigues of the West to continue their dom nation of
the Islamic conmunities has been the creation of trivial sects, Baha'ism
and Vahhabi sm bei ng two such exanples. ... Fromthe beginning of its
appear ance, Baha'ism has been an instrunment of Western inperialismin the
Islamc countries, especially in the Islanmic Republic of Iran, in order
to create religious dissension and to weaken the religious faith and
fervour of the people. ... Relations with Israel, spying for Zionists,
and connection with the Cl A characterized the activities of this sect in
t he Pahl avi period".

243. Subsequent to his interimreport to the General Assenbly the follow ng
al l egations were transmitted by the Special Representative to the Governnent
of the Islamc Republic of Iran, by nenorandum dated 23 Decenber 1992.

244, It has been reported that M. Mhanmed Sepehr, Rev. Hossein Soudmand's
successor and also a Muslimconvert to Christianity, was inprisoned in Mishhad
in 1991 for several nonths for his faith.

245. The pastor of the Injili Church (Presbyterian church) of Tabriz was
arrested, inprisoned and tortured from Decenber 1990 to August 1991. He
suffers fromlong-term psychol ogi cal and physical injuries sustained while in
prison. Wen he applied for an exit pernmit to leave Iran in June 1992, it was
refused.

246. It was reported that the Iranian Bible Society, which was dissolved by
the Government in 1990, is still closed. Al Christian bookstores have been
closed and all Christian books have been confi scat ed.

247. It was also reported that The Garden of Evangelism a Christian training
centre in north Tehran, was closed after 45 years of use for evangelism and
pastoral training.

248. Rev. Mehdi Dibaj, a convert fromlslamto Christianity nore than 25 years
ago, has been inprisoned and reportedly tortured for eight years. It was said
that two of his eight years in prison were spent in solitary confinenment in an
unlighted cell neasuring three feet by three feet. He was arrested in 1983 in
the city of Babol and was held w thout cause until the Church paid
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20,000 Rials as security for his tenporary release. Shortly thereafter, he
was again arrested and allegedly tortured in attenpts to force himto renounce
Christianity and enbrace |slam

249. It has been reported that of 15 pastors of the Assenblies of God of Iran,
of which many of their nenbers are Armenians and Assyrians, 10 have been
i mpri soned and endured enotional and mental abuse at sone tine.

250. It was also reported that in 1991, 20,000 copies of the New Testanment, in
Persi an, were confiscated by the Governnent.

251. It has been reported that all Christian activities are checked by the
Mnistry of Culture and Islam ¢ Guidance, which is responsible for religious
mnorities in the Islamc Republic of Iran. Christians nmust receive
permission to print their church newsletters and are not allowed to build new
church buildings. They are only allowed to renovate old church buil di ngs
provi ded they do not add any new construction

252. It has been reported that Armenian and Assyrian Christians are not
allowed to pray or read their sacred books out |oud at home or in churches,

| est Muslins hear their prayers; they are not allowed to print their religious
books or sell themin public places and markets and they are not allowed to
congregate in the streets during their religious festivals. Arnmenian and
Assyrian Christians are not permitted to broadcast or display their cerenonial
religious rituals on radio or television or to publish any picture of their
religious cerenonies in newspapers and nagazi nes and they are not allowed to
install the cross on their churches or houses. btaining wine for comunion
services is severely punished and Christian schools nmust now teach the Islanic
under st andi ng of Jesus as "one of 120,000 prophets".

253. It has been reported that in Septenber 1992, Iranian revol utionary
institutions in Isfahan, Tehran and Yazd have confiscated a consi derable
nunber of private hones and ot her property belonging to Baha'is. |In Yazd, the
I mam Khonei ni Foundati on seized the homes of Baha'is and harassed the
occupants. These occupations were carried out without any official order from
the judicial authorities. Appeals and conplaints to the authorities have not
succeeded in restoring the properties. In Tehran, nenbers of the |nmam
Khomei ni Foundati on are occupying a conplex consisting of a |large shop and 10
apartnments, and two-storey residential building, against the will of the
owner. Anot her nmenber of the Baha'i community has been forcefully evicted
fromhis hone after being served an order by the Attorney-Ceneral that his
house had been confi scat ed.

254. It has al so been reported that another nmenber of the Baha'i community, a
resi dent of Isfahan, who is over 80 years of age, was ejected fromhis hone in
m d- Sept enber 1992 by several governnent officers who took possession of the
buil ding and took away all his books, nunbering several thousand vol unes.

Thi s person was not able to take anything with himand is now dependent on his
friends. No appeal or conplaint has been entertained by the authorities
concerni ng his case.



E/ CN. 4/ 1993/ 41
page 46

255. Furthernore, officers of the Attorney-General of |sfahan have entered
ei ght Baha'i hones in Septenber 1992, taking away books, household itens,
tel evision sets, recorders, caneras, radios and cash.

256. It was alleged that another menber of the Baha'i community of |sfahan,
who had donated a two-storey building to a Baha'i institution before the
Islamic Revolution, retaining tenancy for life in one apartnment while renting
out the other as his only source of inconme, has been pressured to vacate the
house, and the authorities have already conpelled the tenant of the other
apartment to | eave the prenmises as well. It was said that, according to
Islamic and civil law, he is entitled to occupy the building for life and no
one has the right to eject himfromit.

257. It has been reported that a dispatch fromIRNA of 5 Decenber 1992 stated
that "Bahaism wth politically-oriented objectives, has always been supported
by international Zionismand gl obal arrogance".

L. The events of 5 April 1992

258. After the menorandum dated 25 Septenber 1992 was sent to the Governnent
of the Islamc Republic of Iran, the Special Representative was infornmed that
at 7.20 a.m on 5 April 1992, 13 F-4 Phantom conbat aircraft of the Iranian
Air Force attacked the Ashraf military base in lraqgi territory, which bel ongs
to the Iran National Liberation Arnmy of the People's Mjahedin. The attack
reportedly resulted in the death of one nmenber of the said organization and

t he woundi ng of 12 others; one aircraft was shot down and its two crew nenbers
wer e captured.

259. According to the Iranian press, the air attack was in retaliation for an
attack carried out the previous day by nmenbers of the said organization

agai nst the villages of Bishigan and Bayani, situated near the Iraqgi frontier
in the province of Bakhtaran. During the attack, four lranian citizens
reportedly died, eight were wounded and seven were ki dnapped. The People's
Moj ahedi n deni ed that version, affirmng that they had no access to the said
Iranian zone fromlraq since the Iragi zone adjacent to that section of the
frontier was under the control of Kurdish forces, and that the real objective
of the air attack was to assassinate their |eader Massoud Rajavi, who had been
the victimof an earlier attack in Baghdad, in Decenber 1991

M The war on drug traffic

260. Various sources have reported to the Special Representative that the

I rani an Governnent is continuing to give priority to repressive aspects inits
fight against drug trafficking. The Islamic Republic of Iran continues to be
affected by the introduction of opium heroin and norphi ne from Af ghani st an
and Paki stan, destined primarily for Europe. |In 1991, 175 Iranian security
agents died in arnmed confrontations with gangs of drug traffickers. During
the period fromJanuary to July 1992, at |east 69 persons were executed after
bei ng sentenced for drug trafficking. The said sources recalled that the

i nternational instrunents currently in force authorized the application of the
death penalty only in exceptional circunstances and after judicial procedures
in which all the conditions and guarantees of due process of |aw had been
fulfilled. They affirned that the fight against drug traffic could not be
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based excl usively on repression and excessive application of the death
penalty, but nust be founded on an analysis of the causes and origins of this
grave problemand its effects on society. The view was expressed that one
nmust not think solely of punishing delinquents but also of the possibility of
their reform re-education and social resettlenent.

N. The right to leave one's country and to return

261. Subsequent to his interimreport to the General Assenbly, the Specia
Representative transmitted to the Pernanent Representative of the Islamc
Republic of Iran to the United Nations O fice at Geneva, by letter dated
23 Decenber 1992, the follow ng allegations.

262. It has been reported that on 16 Cctober 1992, Millah Ahmad Jannati,
delivering the Tehran Friday prayer sernon, criticized the return of "foreign
educated Iranians as well as Iranian busi nessmen whose behavi our and

i ndifference to revol utionary val ues could not be tol erated"

263. On 28 August 1992, M. Saeid Shafizadeh went back to Iran to visit his
grandparents. Before he left the airport, he was reportedly stopped by
Iranian authorities and asked to sign a paper renouncing his Baha'i faith. It
was said that he refused to do this and was detai ned at the airport for
several hours. Later, he was released in the custody of his uncle, who is a
Musl i m

O The situation of children

264. |In the sane nenorandum dat ed 23 Decenber 1992, the Special Representative
also transnmitted to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
foll owing allegations.

265. On 26 COctober 1992, Kayhan reported that 12 to 13-year-old children are
working in factories near Tehran. Salam of 8 Septenber 1992 reported that "A
huge nunber of youngsters and children work the night shifts in various
production units in the Plasco Building in Tehran for 2,000 tounans a week".

266. On 14 Decenber 1992, the Secretary-General of the | nam Khoneini's Reli ef
Conmittee stated that "Due to extrenme poverty and the absence of the basic
needs for narriage, the deprived people living in Khorassan's northern areas
sell their young daughters for up to 10,000 toumans. The buyers of these
young girls nostly cone fromthe Gonbad area, and take themthere to work in
the farnms and workshops after being bought".

267. Kayhan of 21 COctober 1992 reported that 40 girls and boys were arrested
by officers of the Departnment to Conbat Social Corruption of the North Tehran
Security District.

P. Situation of refugees

268. The Speci al Representative has received reports that there are at
present 2.1 mllion refugees in the Islanmc Republic of Iran; of these at
least 2 million are of Afghan nationality and about 100,000 are Kurds and
Shi'ites of Iraqgi nationality. Mst of the Afghan refugees have integrated
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within the civil and economic life of the country, although about 300,000 are
living in small settlenments in rural areas which have sprung up al ong the
frontier with Afghanistan. |n August 1992, between 1,500 and 2,000 Afghan
refugees were returning to their country every day, under the supervision of
the O fice of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR). It
is estimated that a further million will return in the course of 1993.

269. The Islamic Republic of Iran has also received Iragi refugees of Kurdish
origin, who entered the country mainly in 1988 and 1991. According to reports
received, the refugees of Kurdish origin, are also returning to Iragqg

Kurdi stan, although their return is hanpered by the fact that the roads are

bl ocked by snow during nost of the winter. At present there are still about
60,000 Iraqi Kurds, who are nostly living in refugee canps in the north-west
of the country.

270. The refugee popul ation al so includes sonme 40,000 Iraqgi nationals of the
Shi'ite Muslimreligion who fled the disturbances in the south of Iraq
following the Gulf war and are settled mainly in the south-west of the
country.

271. According to reports received, the Afghan refugees have been authorized
to undertake a small number of jobs, mainly in the construction sector; they
enj oy a nunber of social benefits in the areas of health and hygi ene, water
supply, education and occupational training, provided by the Governnent of
Iran and UNHCR. The Wbrld Food Programme (WFP) has al so assisted the

300, 000 Afghan refugees living in small settlenents in rural areas; their
situation presents no najor problens, although there are incipient signs of
rejection by the local population simlar to that suffered by groups of
foreigners living in other countries, and sonme refugees are having difficulty
in enroling their children in schools.

272. The efforts of the Governnent of the Islanic Republic of Iran to care for
the refugees of Iraqi nationality, both Kurds and Shi'ite Mislinms, have al so
been suppl emented by assi stance from UNHCR and WP

Q Victins of chemnical -weapon attacks

273. The Special Representative continued to receive general infornmation about
the state of the victins of chenical -weapon attacks during the Iran-lraq war
many of whom are receiving nmedical treatnment in the Islamc Republic of Iran
and abroad. According to the reports received, the chenical -weapon attacks
occurred on 17 Cctober 1981 and 25 June 1990, and were systenmatic in 1985;
they mainly affected Iranian towns near the frontier with Irag, especially

Hal abche, Abadan, Marivan, Bane, Sumar and Jofeir. The mai n weapons used were
nerve gas, mustard gas, phosphoric gas, cyani de, nausea-produci hg gas and

poi son gas; they were fired from aeropl anes, helicopters and nortars. The
attacks are reported to have resulted in the death of 7,065 persons and the
woundi ng of a further 46,552, about half of whomare suffering fromvarious
degrees of disability.

274. The victins of the chem cal -weapon attacks were both civilian and
mlitary. Most of the deaths were due to the effects of the poison gas and
many others to the effects of nustard gas. Sonme survivors are currently
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recei ving nedical treatnent for |ynphomas, tunors, |eukaem a and anaemia, in
various degrees. The genetic consequences have not yet been clearly
det er m ned.

I11. CONSI DERATI ONS AND OBSERVATI ONS
A. Ceneral considerations

275. As stated in the introduction to this report, the Comm ssion on Human

Ri ghts, through its resolution 1992/67 of 4 March 1992, extended for a further
year the mandate of the Special Representative on the situation of hunan
rights and fundanmental freedons in the Islamc Republic of Iran, reiterating
the terms of its resolution 1984/54 of 14 March 1984, the first relating to
this country. The Comm ssion requested the Special Representative to submit
an interimreport to the General Assenbly and a final report to the Conmi ssion
at its forty-ninth session. The Special Representative submitted to the
General Assenmbly his report (A 47/617), which is an integral and fundanent al
part of the present final report. On 18 Decenber 1992, the General Assenbly
adopted resolution 47/146, in which, inter alia, it expressed its deep concern
at the continuing reports of human rights violations in the Islamc Republic
of lIran, urged the Governnent of that country to resunme its cooperation with

t he Speci al Representative and decided to continue consideration of the
gquestion at its forty-eighth session

276. The interimreport sunmarized the information received in 1992 up to the
time of witing, i.e. late Septenber. During the last few nonths of 1992 and
the first three weeks of January 1993, further informati on has been obtai ned
and this is set out in chapter Il of the present report containing

devel opnents and al | egati ons. The new data have been classified in the
customary nanner.

277. On 25 Septenber and 23 Decenber 1992, the Special Representative sent to
the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran a sunmary of the allegations
received and requested it to send himdetailed replies. The Iranian
Governnent replied to the first menmorandum on 24 Novenber 1992 and announced
that it would reply to the second in late January 1993. The second reply was
in fact received on 29 January 1993.

278. Included in the note containing the Iranian Government's reply is the
fol |l owi ng passage:

"You wi Il concur that preparation of replies and coments to issues
rai sed in the menmorandum annexed to your |letter dated 25 Septenber 1992
requi res correspondence with various branches of our departnments in the
CGovernment and thus will require nore than four weeks. Nevertheless, in
continuation of our cooperation, | amenclosing a conpilation of replies
to your questions and comments to your statements. Responses to the
remai ni ng questions will be presented in a nore appropriate tine"
(see para. 12).

279. The replies to the first nenorandum have been incorporated in chapter 11
of the present report, and have been inserted according to subject and case,
so that they appear imediately after the allegations nade. The replies to
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t he second menorandum did not arrive in tine to be incorporated in the nmain
body of the report, but they do appear in an addendumto this docunent.

280. CQutlined below are sonme of the nost significant devel opnments for an

eval uation of the effective existence of human rights and fundamental freedons
in the Islamic Republic of Iran, followed by a few conments. The fact that a
few devel opnents have been hi ghlighted does not detract fromthe inportance of
ot her devel opnments nentioned in the preceding chapter, since all the

devel opnents together constitute the direct background to the observations and
conclusions set out in the final report. The present chapter should be read
and analysed in relation to chapter IV of the interimreport (A 47/617), since
t hey conpl enent one another and constitute a single whole.

B. The right to life

281. By the end of 1992, 301 judicial executions had been recorded. O
these, 164 may be attributed to political causes. Anmpbng the persons executed
are menbers of the follow ng organi zations: People's Mjahedin O ganization
of Iran; Kurdistan Denocratic Party; Konumla; Fedahin, and various groups from
Bal uchi st an.

282. Shortly after the denpnstrations of April and May 1992 in Mashhad, Shiraz
and other cities, no less than 8 participants were executed and a further

10 sentenced to death; they are awaiting execution of the sentences.

On 18 March 1992, M. Bahman Sanandari, a menber of a prominent Baha'i famly,
was executed. In Septenber, two nenbers of the same community, who had been

i nterviewed by the Special Representative during his third visit to the
country, were sentenced to death. It is reported that other persons have been
sentenced to death and are awaiting execution on as yet unspecified dates.

M. Bahman Qahramani is still missing after being arrested for politica
reasons (see para. 101). In 1993, the death sentence agai nst Sal man Rushdi e
was confirmed and the reward for his Kkilling was increased, wth consequent

i nternational tension and controversy, which has on occasion taken viol ent
formns.

283. On 1 Novenber 1992 a worman was stoned to death in Isfahan. This form of
execution also constitutes torture and is inadmi ssible under the internationa
standards and the resolutions and decl arati ons of conmpetent organs of the
United Nations. This and other simlar cases which have been recorded earlier
formpart of the list of conplaints by non-governnental organizations (NGOs).

284. Many of these executions were reported in Iranian nedia, but news of

ot hers has been collected fromvari ous non-governnental sources. It is stated
that the Iranian press has departed fromthe practice it foll owed during 1991
and does not now report all executions, especially when they take place in
provincial cities.

285. According to the data received, at least 117 of these executions
concerned drug traffickers. Wen drug traffickers are involved, the names of
t he persons executed are generally published. 1In the case of politica

of fences, the executions are sonetimes reported, w thout nanes.
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286. Although the death penalty has been inposed on drug traffickers for
several years, the problemcontinues to be as acute as when this repressive
policy was adopted. The negative result clearly indicates that the death
penalty is not the appropriate neans of conbating this type of crinme. Unti
such tinme as alternative policies excluding the death penalty are adopted and
t he necessary international cooperation is forthcoming in the south Asia
region, violations of the International Covenant on G vil and Political Rights
wi Il probably continue to accunulate, and it will not be possible to eradicate
the evil targeted, through neans which, historically, have proved very

i neffective.

C. Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or puni shnent

287. Indications have been received of cases of cruel treatnent of prisoners
who refuse to subnmit to the demands of prison authorities or do not confess
what public officials consider to be the truth.

288. Attention should be drawn to what has been happening in prison to

M. Armir Entezam Deputy Prine Mnister and spokesman of the First

Provi si onal Governnent which replaced the nonarchy. M. Entezanis situation
remai ns dramatic, not to say tragic. Apart fromthe | ong years he has spent
in prison, his solitary confinement, the ill-treatnment he has received and his
inability to communicate with his famly, he is seriously ill. It has been
possi bl e to docunent this case and to receive recent reports describing his
suffering and state of despair (see annex I1).

289. The Special Representative has learnt of a recent case of torture

consi sting of a beating for refusing to obey the orders of the prison
authority. The prisoner in question was tortured several tines, taken to
hospital, brought back to prison and finally given a beating in Septenber 1992
after he had refused to sign a letter in which he accepted the charges that
had been | evelled against himfor several years. In addition, the sending of
information on human rights violations to international organizations has been
regarded as espi onage.

290. Anputation and fl oggi ng are puni shnents prohibited under the

i nternational standards, because they constitute torture. Very recently, five
thi eves had fingers anputated. This penalty was carried out in public, in
Sari (province of Mazandaran), in the presence of judges, adm nistrative

of ficials and hundreds of onl ookers (see para. 121).

291. The penalty of flogging has frequently been inposed in 1992. Anpbng a
nunber of cases attention should be drawn to the floggi ng of about 248 peopl e
in the province of Kirmanshah on charges of the unlawful relations,
drunkenness and ot her m sdenmeanours. As part of a recent canpaign to ensure
strict conpliance with the rules of dress for wonen, flogging has again been
i nposed in several cases.

D. The guarantees of due process of |aw

292. The trials which have led to inposition of the death penalty have been
hel d wi thout conplying with the guarantees of due process of |aw as
established by the relevant international instrunents. The trials held by the
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Islamic revolutionary courts are of a sunmary nature and take place in camera
generally inside prisons, to which relatives, reporters and the public do not
have free access. Atrial in canmera should be the exception, when certain
noral or private interests have to be protected; the general rule should be
public and open trials. Despite the nunerous statenments made and repeated
promi ses, the trend is in the other direction: the exception has beconme the
general rule. There are continuing reports that defendants do not enjoy the
ri ght of presunption of innocence, to subnit evidence and summon wi tnesses in
their favour, to exercise remedies in the course of the trial, and to | odge
appeal s and applications for reconsideration

293. The adverse effects of the |ack of a genuinely independent bar

associ ation continue to be felt; such an associati on woul d supervi se the

prof essi onal conduct of its nenbers, serve as a bulwark against any attenpt to
i npede professional activity, and provide support of all Kkinds in overcom ng
the intimdatory practices of certain authorities and their officials.

294. An Act of Parlianment, confirmed by the Council for the Determ nation of
Exi genci es, introduced the obligatory assistance of an attorney (Vakil), but
not necessarily that of an attorney at |aw (Vakil-e-Dadgostari). The defence
is a very technical task which cannot and nust not sinply be left to persons
of good will who are not professionally qualified. The Specia
Representative's criticisnms on this point have given rise to | ocal controversy
and public rebuttals by officials; however, he cannot onmit to repeat that
crimnal trials relating to drug trafficking, espionage and political offences
are held without the assistance of a qualified | awer and w thout the
guar ant ees of due process of |aw as established by the relevant internationa

i nstruments.

E. The right to security

295. Previous reports have indicated that independent citizens feel concerned
because they are unable to foresee the reactions of the authorities to
situations of tension or public disturbance. The recent case of the
denonstrations in Mashhad, Shiraz and other cities has been eloquent in this
respect. What began as a denonstration over nunicipal natters blew up into a
nmaj or event because the authorities were not prepared to restore order through
the use of non-lethal instruments. As a result, there were fatalities, other
casual ties, hundreds of arrests, death sentences, prison sentences and
sentences to flogging. According to the official news agency I RNA, the orders
of the higher authority were categorical: "Seek out the troubl emakers and
destroy themli ke weeds".

F. Freedom of expression, opinion and the press

296. On 27 July 1992, the Tehran Tines newspaper conplained inits editoria
that 13 years after the Revolution the establishment of a journalists' trade
union had still not been authorized, whereas other professional groups had
achieved their |egalization.

297. It is generally acknow edged that the nedia practise self-censorship with
the aimof averting problens with the authorities. The arrest and prosecution
of 9 of the 90 signatories of a public letter calling on the authorities to
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conply with the guarantees established by the Constitution and to carry out a
change in econom ¢ policy have had | ong-term consequences, because they have
led to the withholding of criticisnms by the nedia.

298. In the course of 1992, publication of the sports magazi ne Farad was
banned. The editor and cartooni st of this nmagazi ne were prosecuted and a nob
burned down the nmgazine's offices. Two other periodicals were banned, the
cul tural weekly Donya- é- Sokhan and the wonen's periodi cal Zan-é- Roues. A nob
al so burned down the offices of Donya- é- Sokhan, whose editors were arrested.

299. On 17 Decenber 1992 the acquittal was announced of the journali st
Abbas Maroufi, editor of the periodical Abrar, who had been charged with
insulting the clergy and publishing instructions for opposing the system of
t he government.

300. G ven such confirned reports, it may be stated that there have been no
changes with regard to the freedons of expression, opinion and the press, and
that, as far as these freedons are concerned, the situation is the sane as
that described by the Special Representative in earlier reports.

G Right of association

301. On 10 July 1992, the conpetent Ilranian authority decided to refuse the
application for legalization of the Freedom Movenent (Nehzat-e-Azadi). This
decision was notified to the applicants for [egal authorization on

9 August 1992. Furthernore, in several cities throughout the country nenbers
of this association were tel ephoned and given a first and | ast warning that,
if they continued to engage in organi zati on and propaganda activities in
support of the association, they would be punished with extrene severity.

302. In view of the official decision, the Mwvenent inmrediately went into
recess. It will be recalled that previous reports have highlighted the
guestion of the independent associations and political parties, the
difficulties they have encountered in securing |egalization, and the officia
statenments that only legal procedures and formalities were involved, and that
no obstacles were placed in the way of the legalization of independent

organi zations provi ded they accepted the constitutional bases of the Islanic
Republic. However, it was well known that authorization of the Myvenent and
other simlar associations was being del ayed. Now, |egal authorization has
suddenly been refused and it has been banned. No further grounds are required
for stating that freedom of association rermains in |inbo.

H. Suspension of the activities of the International Conmittee

of the Red Cross (I CRC

303. In the interimreport submtted to the General Assenbly (A 47/617), ful

i nformati on was given on the suspension of ICRC activities in Iran and the
expul sion of its delegates. The prison visits, conducted in accordance with

t he agreenent concluded between | CRC and the Government, began on

22 January 1992 in the provinces. On 21 March 1992, the CGovernnent instructed
ICRC to cease all operations in Iran and expelled its 15 nmenbers who had been
in the country.
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304. In the reply to the first menorandum sent to it by the Specia
Representative, the Governnent of Iran stated

"Consi dering the situation that has devel oped regarding the status of the
office of ICRC in Tehran, unfortunately, the normal activities of this
of fi ce have been suspended. Nevertheless, in cases of finding a
practical mechanismfor the continuation of the said Committee's
activities, the Islanmic Republic of Iran is prepared to review the
matter, even prior to the renoval of the obstacles concerning the
initiation of the activities of the Red Cross office in Tehran" (see
para. 170).

305. Fromthis statenent it woul d appear that, even before permitting the
reopening of an ICRC office in Tehran, the CGovernnent night consider practica
nmechani sns for dealing with and solving specific cases. This could be a by no
neans negligible first step, but the prison visits will undoubtedly require
the full operation of ICRCin Iran and conpliance with the agreenent signed by
| CRC and the Governnent in Novernber 1991. As at the time of drafting the
present report, |ICRC has not been able to resune its activities in Iran.

306. The Special Representative repeats that the visits by ICRC to Iranian
prisons are an inportant factor in ensuring that the prison reginme is in
conformity with international standards. The private, confidential and
periodic interviews with prisoners and access to all detainees, without
exception, by delegates froman institution with the prestige of ICRC are

i mportant neans of ensuring respect for the human rights of those who have
been deprived of their freedom

307. On the question of prisoners of war, on 27 Decenber 1992 the Iranian
Gover nnent announced that there were no nore lraqgi prisoners of war in Iranian
territory. The Iranian Red Cross issued a comuni qué to the sane effect. It
was explained that the prisoners still held had been rel eased and had refused
to return to their country.

I. Religious freedomand situation of the Baha'is

308. In 1992 there were reports of several restrictions on the religious
freedom of Christian groups and followers of Zoroastrianism Chapter || of
this report containing devel opnents and all egati ons describes the situation of
t hese sectors of the Iranian population. Attention should be drawn to,

inter alia, the closure of the Iranian Bible Society, which has not been
revoked, the continued inprisonment of Reverend Mehdi Dibaj and the

prohi bition of a nunmber of public nanifestations of Christian worship.

309. As regards followers of the Baha'i faith, there have been numerous
confirmed and docunmented cases of harassnment, arbitrary detention
confiscation of property, expulsion fromthe honme and discrinmination in
general. As has been pointed out in the part of this report relating to
devel opnents, 1992 has seen two Baha'is sentenced to death because of their
religious faith; at |east one nmenber of this comunity has been executed
during the year.
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310. After the cut-off date for the receipt of information and after

conpl etion of the rel evant nenoranda, reliable information was obtai ned about
a circular issued by the Suprene Revolutionary Cultural Council on 25 February
1991 about the Baha'is. The nmain guidelines contained in the circular
established in order to informall authorities about the policy to be foll owed
concerning practitioners of the Baha'i faith, are set out bel ow

(a) Wth regard to the general condition of Baha'is, the follow ng
gui del i nes are hereby adopted: (i) they shall not be expelled fromthe
country w thout reason; (ii) they shall not be detained, inprisoned or
puni shed wi thout reason; (iii) the Government's treatnment of themshall be
such that their progress and devel opment shall be bl ocked,;

(b) Wth regard to their educational and cultural situation, the
followi ng directions are hereby adopted: (i) they nmay be enrolled in schools
provi ded that they do not identify thenselves as Baha'is, but they shall if
possi bl e be assigned to schools with a strong religious ideology; (ii) when a

student is known to be a Baha'i, he shall be expelled fromuniversity, either
during the admi ssion process or in the course of the acadeni c year
(iii) their political activities, "including espionage", shall be countered

by nmeans of the relevant official policies and | aws, and their religious
activities and teaching shall be confronted by nmeans of other religious
activities and teaching, cultural responses and propaganda; (iv) the
propaganda institutions, such as the Islam c Propaganda Organi zation, shal
establ i sh special sections to counter the religious activities and teachings
of the Baha'is; (v) a plan shall be fornulated to conbat and destroy the
cultural roots which this group has outside the country;

(c) As regards their |egal and social position, the follow ng
gui del i nes are hereby adopted: (i) they shall be pernmitted to | ead a nodest
life simlar to that of the population in general; (ii) to the extent that
this does not constitute encouragenent for themto persist in their status as
Baha'is, they shall be allowed the normal neans to live like all other Iranian
citizens, such as ration books, passports, death certificates and work
permits; (iii) enployment shall be refused to persons identifying thensel ves
as Baha'is; (iv) they shall also be denied positions of influence, for exanple
in the education sector.

311. The above-nentioned gui delines have some slightly positive elenents, in
particul ar when they refer to the general status of this group and the
granting of work permts, ration books and passports. But it nust be observed
that one rule limts all the others, namely, that which provides that the
progress and devel opnent of the Baha'is shall be blocked. It should also be
noted that, pursuant to this rule, university studies are beyond their reach
and they are denied access to public office.

J. Situation of wonmen

312. Wonren are forbidden to study engineering, agriculture, mning and

netal lurgy, and they are not allowed to becone nagistrates. They are excl uded
from9l specific fields of study at the university level, from55 fields in
the area of technology and 7 in natural sciences. On the arts side, wonen
have access to only 10 out of 35 fields of study.
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313. In order to work and in order to travel abroad, wonen require the

perm ssion of their husbands. |If they inherit property, its value is reduced
to half of that received by nmen. In 1992 there have been canpaigns for the
strict observance of the rules on wonen's dress. Wnen have been arrested on
charges of not conplying with these rules. The arrests took place in the
course of searches and checks in public places, but also in private firns and
clinics. Many of the wonen arrested were rel eased after signing a docunent
promising that in future they would conply scrupulously with the rules, but
others were given severe punishnents, including flogging.

K.  Cd enency neasures

314. In April 108 persons were amestied, including 8 signatories of the
Charter out of the 90 who were nenbers of the Freedom Movenent. In July and
Septenber it was announced that ammesties had been granted to about

3,000 prisoners. Sone had their sentences reduced and others were rel eased.
This ammesty included 53 nenbers of the clergy. On 15 Decenber 1991, it was
announced that 76 wonen had had their penalties reduced or had been rel eased.

L. The problem of the refugees

315. In 1992, nunerous Afghan refugees returned to their country, mainly those
from provinces bordering Iran. Sonme 1,500 to 2,000 refugees are stil

returning to their country every day, with the assistance of the Ofice of the
United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

316. A senminar held in Tehran from20 to 23 July 1992, with the participation
of UNHCR and nunerous international NGOs, provided an opportunity of studying
the refugee problemin depth. It was apparent that the NGOs had little

i nformation on the serious probl emwhich has confronted Iran as a result of

t he massive influx of refugees not only from Af ghani stan but also fromlragq,
nost of the latter being Kurds and Shi'ite Muslinms. 1In resolutions the
partici pants decided that that sem nar should have a foll ow up and not renain
a one-off event.

317. The task of repatriating 2.1 million persons is gigantic, and the
refugees need assistance in order to resettle in their country of origin. The
Af ghan refugees have not been concentrated in canps but have lived freely in
the country and have earned their living by working mainly in the construction
sector. The Islamic Republic of Iran has responded positively to the probl em
created by the refugees from nei ghbouring countries.

V.  CONCLUSI ONS

318. The CGovernment of the Islanmic Republic of Iran has enphasized that, in
its opinion, there has been an inprovenent with regard to enjoynent of, and
respect for, human rights within the international guidelines and has
attributed the nmain problemin this area to the differences of interpretation
of the international standards and to problens of cultural distances and

di fferences which give rise to differing eval uations of the sanme facts.

319. On the question of the structure and organi zati on of the systens for
supervi sion of conpliance with the international human rights instruments, the



E/ CN. 4/ 1993/ 41
page 57

Speci al Representative again feels obliged to point out that regional and
nati onal devel opnments rmust be fully consistent, and naintain continuity, with
the systemlawfully established by the United Nations, and that no such

devel opnent is admissible if it runs counter to, or deviates fromthe
international order. |In the event of such a discrepancy, the regional and
nati onal systenms rmust conformto the international system

320. In conformity with the international instrunments in force to which it is
a party, the CGovernment of the Islamic Republic of Iran is obliged to bring
its legal system and in particular its judicial and prison system into line
with the international standards which it has endorsed and ratified and which
are accordingly binding on it with its full consent. The international system
of protection and pronotion of human rights is not inposed on any country from
wi thout, by dint of forces alien to the State will. On the contrary, it is a
negoti ated and agreed system both in its general precepts, and in
applications of those precepts.

321. United Nations supervision is based on the Charter, to which the Menber
States have given their consent, and on devel opnents of the Charter, which the
Menber States have al so accepted. Anything which States consider should be
the subject of international |egal reformshould be taken up through the
procedures established within the international organizations.

322. On the specific question of the current situation of human rights in
Iran, it should be nentioned that: there is continued uncertainty about the
of ficial reaction to dissidence; self-censorship is w despread in the nedia;
several guarantees of due process are still nmerely the letter of the |aw or

t he subj ect of proposed |egislation; the right of free association has been
denied, with the express banning of the Freedom Movenent; the Internationa
Conmittee of the Red Cross continues to be prevented fromperformng its
function in the prisons; the restrictions on non-Islamc religious groups are
mani fol d; and the situation of wonen | eaves nmuch to be desired.

323. Furthernore, with regard to the right to life, the nunber of judicia
executions continues greatly to exceed the very restrictive terns of the

I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts and there have been cases
of torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnment or punishnent. The

guar antees of due process and | egal defence by neans of a qualified | awer are
not conplied with in trials before the Islamic revolutionary courts; this is
serious and irreversible when these trials result in the defendants being
sentenced to death or amputation

324. International supervision is contributing, albeit sonetinmes in limted
terns and to a relatively nodest extent, to the protection of human rights in
the country under supervision. |Inherent in the foregoing conclusions is the

inmplication that, in the opinion of the Special Representative, internationa
supervision of the situation of fundamental rights and fundamental freedons in
the Islamic Republic of Iran should be continued.
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V. RECOMVENDATI ONS

325. I n accordance with the concl usions reached above, an urgent appeal should
be made to the Iranian Governnent to inplenent fully, consistently and wi thout

exception the international standards in force in the area of human rights and
fundanental freedons.

326. Particul ar enphasis should be placed on the urgent need drastically to
reduce the nunber of executions, and to ensure that the few death sentences
handed down in the future are the result of trials in which the guarantees of
due process of |aw have been scrupulously, verifiably and publicly appli ed.

327. An urgent appeal should be nmade to the Iranian authorities to inplement
t he agreenent concluded with ICRC in Novenber 1991 concerning the visiting of
prisons and prisoners w thout distinctions between ordinary of fences and
political offences.

328. Recogni zing that the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran has
responded to several of the allegations that have been comunicated to it, it
shoul d be asked to resume a policy of full cooperation with the Comm ssion on
Human Rights and, in particular, the Comm ssion's Special Representative.

329. It should be stated that the Special Representative's three visits to
Iran have helped to give a clearer picture of the situation prevailing in the
country with regard to human rights. Now that over a year has el apsed since
the nost recent visit, a fourth visit would appear advisabl e.
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Annex |

LI ST OF PRI SONERS PRESENTED TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
| SLAM C REPUBLI C OF | RAN BY THE SPECI AL REPRESENTATI VE
IN A MEMORANDUM DATED 25 SEPTEMBER 1992

The Speci al Representative requests information fromthe Governnent
regarding the situation of the follow ng prisoners:

1. Ms. Mona Abdi, 29 years old, is being held in Ahwaz prison serving a life
sentence. She was arrested in 1981 reportedly for possession of opposition
newspapers and convicted on political charges.

2. M. Souhrab Afhadi, born in 1971, was reportedly arrested in 1986 on
charges of distributing opposition leaflets. He is held in Ghasr prison

3. M. Mhamrad- Reza Afshari-Rad, 27 years old, single, is being held in the
prison of Zanjan on political charges. He was arrested on 30 Septenber 1991

4, M. Mrteza Afshari-Rad, married with two children, is being held in the
prison of Zanjan. He was arrested on 7 Cctober 1991

5. M. Faramarz Ahnadi an was reportedly arrested on political charges. The
pl ace of detention is unknown.

6. M. Reham Bahram Ahned, 33 years old, a citizen of Iraqg, son of
Bahram A. Sul ei man, was reportedly captured by Iranian sol diers on

27 July 1981 and held as a prisoner of war in Dawoodiya Mlitary Canp in
Tehran (Red Cross file No. 4355).

7. M. Moharramali Akhshi, married with four children, is being held in the
prison of Zanjan on political charges. He was arrested on 7 Cctober 1991

8. Ms. Shahrbanu Akhshi, w fe of Mharramali Akhshi, is being held in the
prison of Zanjan on political charges. She was arrested on 30 Septenber 1991

9. M. Hooshang Anjadi, who is being held in Evin prison in Tehran, was
convi cted on charges of espionage for a foreign country. He is reportedly in
his fifties, is a | andowner, and was arrested in Septenber 1988. He spent
over a year in inconmunicado detention, sonetinmes under torture. Famly
visits were reportedly permtted at the end of 1989; after that he was forced
to confess. His trial took place before an Islamc Revolutionary Court in
Evin prison in March 1990. Throughout his inprisonment he was not represented
by a defence | awer.

10. Ms. Farzaneh Amouyi, aged 32, has been in detention since 1981. She is
reported to have had a nental breakdown in 1986, apparently as a result of
long-termtorture, including sexual abuse, and to be suffering from severe
mental illness. She was allegedly beaten as a punishnment for behavi our due to
her illness, such as refusing to eat, wash or |look after herself. She is held
in Evin prison on charges of having been affiliated with a banned |eft-w ng
party and of having expressed, non-violently, her political beliefs.
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11. Dr. Assadi was reportedly arrested on political charges and is being held
in Evin prison in Tehran.

12. M. Davoud Azizy was arrested in 1981 on political charges and is
reportedly being held in Ardebil prison.

13. M. Yagoub Bahrany, born on 14 Cctober 1949, technician, was arrested on
17 June 1984 and sentenced in July 1984 to 12 years' inprisonnent on political
charges. He is reportedly in Ghasr prison in Tehran.

14. M. Mhanmad Rahi m Bakhtiari, 41 years old, married with three children,
is being held in Evin prison in Tehran on political charges. He was arrested
on 23 Septenber 1991.

15. M. Nasser Barariy was reportedly arrested on political charges. His
pl ace of detention is unknown.

16. M. Farzad Barati is said to be held in Evin prison in Tehran on
political charges.

17. M. | brahi m Pasha or Basha, a citizen of CGhana, is being held in Evin
prison in Tehran in the sane section in which are held several Iraqi prisoners
of war.

18. M. Mhanmad Hassan Bassidji was reportedly arrested in August 1988. His
pl ace of detention and current situation are unknown.

19. M. Mhanmad Mohssen Bassidji was reportedly arrested in August 1988.
H s place of detention and current situation are unknown.

20. M. Ahmad Bastan was reportedly arrested on political charges and is
being held in Evin prison in Tehran.

21. Ms. Akram Beiromwand is being held in Evin prison in Tehran on charges of
havi ng been affiliated with a banned left-wing party and of having expressed,
non-violently, her political beliefs.

22. M. Baghir Borzui is said to be held in Evin prison in Tehran on
political charges.

23. M. Haji Dal anpour, 61 years old, born in Rezaieh, is being held in Evin
prison in Tehran. He was arrested in July 1989.

24, M. Hossein Dashtgerd, 59 years old, married with five children, is being
held in Evin prison in Tehran on political charges. He was arrested on
29 Septenber 1991.

25. M. Mehdi Dibaj, a former Muslimand now a Christian pastor and Church
| eader, has reportedly been in prison for nore than six years.

26. M. Nahid Dorudiahi is reportedly held in Evin prison. He was sentenced
to 12 years' inprisonment on political charges.
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27. M. Djavad Ebrahim, sentenced to 13 years' inprisonnent on politica
charges, is being held in CGhazal Hasar prison. He is reportedly suffering
fromskin and eye infections and ki dney di sease.

28. M. Anmir Entezam fornmer Vice-Prime Mnister of the first provisiona
CGovernnment of the Islamic Republic of Iran, who was visited by the Speci al
Representative in Decenber 1991, is being held in section 4, unit 325, of Evin
prison in Tehran, convicted on charges of espionage for a foreign country and
on political charges, after a sumary trial in which he was not represented by
a |l awyer and during which some witnesses called in his defence were arrested.
He has reportedly lost 40 per cent of his hearing and suffers froma di sease
of the pelvis, eye and prostate ill nesses, a stomach ulcer and skin
irritation. He is without adequate nedical treatment and food. He has
reportedly no right to receive visits and has spent 550 days in solitary

confi nenent.

29. Ms. Fateneh Eshraghi is being held in Evin prison in Tehran on charges of
havi ng been affiliated with a banned left-wing party and of having expressed,
non-violently, her political beliefs.

30. Ms. Nayer Kharaktchi Fard, 18 years old, is said to be held in Evin
prison in Tehran (file No. 59007-69). She was reportedly sentenced on
political charges in 1991 to five years' inprisonnent, of which she nust spend
four years in solitary confinenent.

31. Ms. Zoya Fardbar is being held in Evin prison in Tehran on charges of
havi ng been affiliated with a banned left-wing party and of having expressed,
non-violently, her political beliefs.

32. M. Naser Farokhnia is a forner captain who reportedly displayed
courageous behaviour during the lIrag-lran war. He was reportedly arrested

in 1988 on charges of collaborating with his brother who allegedly was accused
of spying for a foreign country. He is said to be held in Dejban prison in
Janshi dabad.

33. M. Vazir Fathi is being held in Evin prison in Tehran. 1t was reported
that one condition of his release is that he publicly denounces and recants
his political beliefs.

34. Ms. Firouzeh Fayaz is being held in Evin prison in Tehran on charges of
havi ng been affiliated with a banned left-wing party and of having expressed,
non-violently, her political beliefs.

35. Ms. Zahra Fel ahati was reportedly sentenced to 38 years' inprisonment.
Her current situation and place of detention are unknown.

36. M. Navabali Ghaemmaghani is being held in Ghomm prison on politica
charges. His current situation is unknown.

37. Ms. Zeinab Ghanavati is being held in Evin prison in Tehran on charges of
havi ng been affiliated with a banned left-wing party and of having expressed,
non-violently, her political beliefs.
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38. Ms. Narges Ghanbari, 34 years old, is a school teacher who is said to be
held in Masjed Sol ei man prison. She was reportedly arrested in 1981 and
sentenced to life inprisonment for her part in political denobnstrations.

39. M. Jafarpour was reportedly arrested on political charges and is being
held in Evin prison in Tehran

40. M. Kyanoosh Hakeany, a former captain in the Iranian navy, was allegedly
convi cted on charges of espionage for a foreign country. H's current
situation and pl ace of detention are unknown.

41. M. Kourosh Jalili is being held in Evin prison in Tehran on politica
charges. He was arrested in 1990.

42. M. Farhad Javian, 25 years old, married, is being held in Evin prison in
Tehran on political charges. He was arrested on 30 Septenber 1991

43. M. Amr Houshang Kanrani, a teacher fromthe town of Jiroft, Kernan
province, was arrested in February 1984 and sentenced to 30 years
imprisonnent. It was reported that since 1988 he has had no right to receive

visits. He is being held in the Guard' s prison of Kernan

44, Ms. Mehrnaz Kanrouz-e-Khodayar is being held in Evin prison in Tehran on
charges of having been affiliated with a banned left-wing party and of having
expressed, non-violently, her political beliefs.

45, M. Khalid Ali Karim was arrested on political charges. H's current
situation and pl ace of detention are unknown.

46. Ms. Nahid Khodajou is being held in Evin prison in Tehran on charges of
havi ng been affiliated with a banned left-wing party and of having expressed,
non-violently, her political beliefs.

47. M. Monir Khoroshani - Baradaran was reportedly arrested on politica
charges and is being held in Evin prison in Tehran

48. M. Ahmad Khosrovi was reportedly arrested on political charges. His
current situation and place of detention are unknown.

49, M. Mahnoud Mttahedine is said to have been held for up to 12 years in
Evin prison in Tehran for his part in the so-called Forgan organization.

50. M. Mansour Moussavi, former enpl oyee of the Iranian Mnistry of Roads,
is being held in the prison of Zanjan on political charges. He was arrested
on 9 Cctober 1991

51. M. Davoud Mozafar was reportedly arrested on political charges and is
being held in Evin prison in Tehran.

52. M. Hossain Naftian was arrested in 1987 and sentenced to five years
i mprisonnent on political charges. He is reportedly in Evin prison in Tehran
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53. M. Norouz Naghi zadeh was reportedly arrested on political charges and is
being held in Evin prison in Tehran

54, M. Freidon Najafi, 32 years old, is reportedly being held in Gohardasht
prison on political charges.

55. M. Homanon Najafi, 35 years old, was arrested in 1989 and is reportedly
bei ng held i n Gohardasht prison on political charges.

56. M. Dyalil Nazem, born in 1964, was arrested on 17 January 1984 on
political charges. H s place of detention and current situation are unknown.

57. M. Ebrahi m Nebahat is said to be held in the prison of Tabriz on
political charges.

58. Ms. Nasrin Nodinian is being held in Evin prison in Tehran on charges of
havi ng been affiliated with a banned left-wing party and of having expressed,
non-violently, her political beliefs.

59. M. Hussein Noparvar is being held in Evin prison in Tehran. He was
sentenced on political charges and his rel ease was schedul ed for July 1991
However, he continues to be held in prison; reportedly because one condition
of his release is that he publicly denounce his past political activities.

60. M. Reza Paj onhesh, fornmer technician at Joshmanodel | eh Hospital in
Tehran, is being held in the prison of Zanjan. He was arrested on
9 Cctober 1991.

61. M. Aref Paki, born in Rezaieh, 51 years old, is being held in
Evin prison in Tehran on political charges. He was arrested in Novenber 1989

62. M. Rouhollah Partieli, 57 years old, married with five children, is
being held in Evin prison in Tehran on political charges. He was arrested on
30 Septenber 1991.

63. M. Hussein Parvazeh, a native of Ney, Farivan, is said to be held in
Evin prison in Tehran on political charges.

64. M. Mj ahed Khiroul ah Rahiny, born in 1964 in Ardebil, was arrested
in 1982 on political charges and sentenced to 15 years' inprisonment. He is
reportedly being held in Evin prison in Tehran.

65. M. Mhammad Taghi Rahi npour was reportedly arrested because he did not
give informati on as to the whereabouts of his wife (Ms. Zahra Nouri). He was
an assistant lieutenant in the Iranian Arny. His current situation and pl ace
of detention are unknown.

66. M. Mehrdad Razaghi is said to be held in Evin prison in Tehran on
political charges.

67. M. Mhammad Ami nal Reaya was reportedly arrested on political charges
and is being held in Evin prison in Tehran
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68. M. Ai Reza Sadeghi, 28 years old, was arrested in 1988 on politica
charges and is reportedly being held in Ardebil prison

69. M. Adel Saiidi is said to be held in the prison of the city of Oroom eh
on political charges. He was arrested in 1981

70. M. Mostafa Sal ehyar, born in Decenber 1967, was arrested in 1987 and
sentenced to six years' inprisonment on political charges. He is in Evin
prison in Tehran.

71. Ms. Shahin Samii is being held in Evin prison in Tehran on charges of
havi ng been affiliated with a banned left-wing party and of having expressed,
non-violently, her political beliefs. She was arrested in 1981 and sent enced
to 15 years' inprisonment.

72. M. Mhanmmad Sekhavat nand, 41 years old, born in Tabriz is being held in
Evin prison in Tehran on political charges. He was arrested in Cctober 1989.

73. Ms. Maryambanou Sepehri-Rahnema was arrested in 1983, tried and sentenced
tolife inprisonment. She is reportedly being held in Evin prison in Tehran
on charges of having been affiliated with a banned | eft-wi ng party and of
havi ng expressed, non-violently, her political beliefs.

74. M. Tofygh Setayeshi, born in Tabriz in 1957 and a former student at
Sharif Industrial University in Tehran, was reportedly arrested in 1982 on
political charges and is being held in Evin prison in Tehran

75. M. Mansour Shaheri, 33 years old, is being held in Evin prison in Tehran
on political charges. He was arrested in 1988 and is reportedly very sick

76. M. Hossein Shetabi, a forner captain, was reportedly arrested in 1988
and is said to be held in Evin prison in Tehran on political charges.

77. M. Mehdi Khosh Sl ook, forner Director of Nawafram Conpany, was arrested
on political charges. H s current situation and place of detention are
unknown.

78. M. Mehri Khosh Slook is being held in detention on political charges.
H s current place of detention is unknown.

79. Ms. Far khondeh Sol ei mani is being held in Evin prison in Tehran on
charges of having been affiliated with a banned left-wing party and of having
expressed, non-violently, her political beliefs.

80. M. Mansour Taheri, 38 years old, was reportedly arrested in 1986 on
political charges and is being held in Khorin prison, near Tehran

81. Ms. Ashraf Taman is being held in Evin prison in Tehran on charges of
havi ng been affiliated with a banned left-wing party and of having expressed,
non-violently, her political beliefs.

82. M. Janmshid Torabi, 39 years old, a forner student at the University of
Tehran, is reportedly being held in cell block 6 of the Training Centre of
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Evin prison in Tehran. He was arrested in 1982 and sentenced to 15 to

17 years' inprisonnent on political charges, allegedly during a brief trial

wi t hout the presence of a defence | awer and during which he was not pernitted
to call witnesses in his defence.

83. M. Haidar Youssef is said to be held in Evin prison in Tehran on
political charges.

84. M. Abbas Zaboli is said to be held in Evin prison in Tehran on politica
char ges.

85. M. QOmar Ahnmad Zadeh is being held in Evin prison in Tehran on politica
charges. He was arrested in 1990.

86. M. Zamani was reportedly arrested on political charges and is being held
in Evin prison in Tehran

87. M. Farideh Mahnood Mohammad Zamani is being held in Evin prison in
Tehran on political charges.

88. M. Ali Ziaiha is said to be held in Evin prison in Tehran on politica
char ges.
89. M. Hassan Zol faghari was reportedly handed over to the Iranian

authorities by the Iraqi opposition group, the so-called Patriotic Union of
Kurdi stan (PUK), in April 1991, in Ghasr-e Shirin, a town near the border wth
Iraqg. His place of detention is unknown. It is not known whether

M. Zol faghari has been charged, tried or sentenced.
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Annex |1

LETTER FROM VR. AM R ENTEZAM FORMER VI CE- PRI ME M NI STER AND SPOKESVAN
OF THE FI RST PROVI SI ONAL GOVERNMENT OF THE | SLAM C REPUBLI C OF | RAN,
TO THE SPECI AL REPRESENTATI VE OF THE COWM SSI ON

Referring to the follow ng evidence | hereby charge the Islam ¢ Republic
of Iran for crines and ni sdeeds committed by this regine during the past
12 years, and ask for this international body's attention, hoping to have the
possibility of a retrial in order to defend ny nost obvious rights and those
of my conpatriots.

| cite the contraventions of the rights set out in the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts and explain further the said violations.

The Irani an Government vowed to abide by the International Covenant on
Cvil and Political Rights, adopted on 16 Decenber 1966 by the United Nations
General Assenbly, when this Covenant was put to a vote in the Iranian
Parliament on 14 Decenber 1972 (23 Azar A H 1351).

During these 12 years, and during the nonths | have spent in prison,
have been witness to various violations of the aforesaid rights. | have been
wi t ness to hundreds of people being tortured and I, nyself, have undergone the
sane treatnent, notably:
- Suffering fist punches;
- Solitary confinement for 550 days wi thout any break
- Deprivation of visits and speech: wuntil today, two and a hal f
years of stay in a 1.5 x 2.65 cell together with 27 peopl e behind
cl osed doors and having 3 toilet visits in 24 hours. One shower in
(for 27 people with only 3 showers) (sic);

- Three hours of sleep (stretched) in 24 hours;

- Lack of hygiene, skin irritation (because of sitting still for
two years);

- Di sease of the pelvis;

- Devel opi ng eye and prostate illness. Witing four years under
suffering for prostate and left knee surgery. Suffering from
stomach ul cer and other illness wi thout adequate food and treat nment

until now,

- Hospitalization after six years of waiting under surveillance by
six guards - two of whom acconpanied ne in the surgery hall

- Having ny hair cut with sheep-wool shears in the presence of
hundreds of inmates and ridiculing ne;

- Cutting nmy relation with ny wife and children until today;
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- Havi ng taken me out twice in the nmiddle of the night for execution
and keeping ne for 72 hours without explanation

- Keeping ne on ny feet for 27 hours and hundreds of other cases.

One might be led to think that actually such treatnment has ceased to
here are some exanples of its continuation

- During the autum (Azar) of 1991, 24 hours after M. Galindo Poh
reached Iran, at 9 o'clock in the evening, in pouring rain and cold
weat her we underwent a prison-section change and were transferred
fromsection 3 to section 4, upstairs in unit 325 (naned
"Foreigners' section"). Open trucks were used for the transfer and
as a result | developed a cold in my ear. For 40 days | was denied
access to the ear specialist, and in the end the infection ruptured
nmy eardrum

After two nonths of suffering and rupture of both ears a speciali st
was summoned, only to confirmthat | had |ost 40 per cent of ny hearing.

In this cold winter of 1992 we are deprived of heating and warm
water in the prison, as they claimthere is no nore than a few hours of
warmwater in the heaters due to nalfunction of the central heating
appar at us.

The tenperature in the cells where we stay is between 50 and 12o.
O her peopl e being tortured:

- Breaki ng of the tooth and rupture of eardrum of Taghi Rahnani
whi ppi ng of Ali Khianiha; torture and execution of Sadegh Azizi,
Houshang Shahin, Alireza Ashtiani, Heydar Mehregan and Ardeshir
Yeganeh; connecting electrical mains to the back, suspension froma
leg or arm keeping one on his feet for eight days;

- Starving the prisoners: one |oaf of bread and one dish of rice for
10 persons in 24 hours;

- Anot her torture practised is keeping the prisoner in a small coffin
for nmonths (50 x 80 x 140 cn). In 1984 (A H 1363), there were
30 prisoners kept in these coffins. They becane nad.

These are exanples of torture in the Iranian regine.

(Signed) Amir ENTEZAM
1992



