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QUESTI ON OF THE HUMAN RI GHTS OF ALL PERSONS SUBJECTED
TO ANY FORM OF DETENTI ON OR | MPRI SONMVENT

Letter dated 24 February 1993 fromthe Pernanent Representative of
Turkey to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the
Chai rman of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts

| have the honour to enclose herewith a letter dated 22 February 1993,
addressed to Your Excellency by H E Kenan ATAKOL, M nister of Foreign Affairs
and Defence of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, with regard to the
guestion of m ssing persons in Cyprus.

| should be grateful if nmy letter and its enclosure were circulated as a
docunment of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts under agenda item 10.

(Signed): @indiz AKTAN
Per manent Representative

GE. 93-11287 (E)
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| have the honour to refer to the statenment nmade by the Greek Cypri ot
representative under agenda item 10 on the question of m ssing persons in
Cyprus and to respond once again, as | did last year, to his unfounded
al | egati ons concerning the subject.

In nmy response this year | shall refrain fromrepeating all the detail ed
i nformati on and references to official docunments contained in nmy letters
addressed and conveyed to your predecessors through the Permanent M ssion of
Turkey in Ceneva, the |last one being that transmitted to you by
Anbassador Gindiz Aktan under cover of his letter dated 24 February 1992
(E/ CN. 4/ 1992/ 78).

It will be recalled that The Cormittee on M ssing Persons in Cyprus (CWP)
which is dealing with the problem was set up in April 1981, and, after taking
sone three years to overcone procedural difficulties, actively began to dea
wi th the substance of the problemin May 1984. Since then it has held
309 neetings during 48 working sessions spending an estimated 1,000 Conmittee
hours, in addition to far nore time spent on investigations and reporting, but
has not so far closed even a single case.

The reason is the Greek Cypriot side's continued belief that the
resolution of the issue will deprive it of what it considers to be an
ef fecti ve weapon of political propaganda in the international arena, where the
Turkish Cypriot side is unjustly not represented, and where the probl emcan be
taken out of its proper context nanely that it is the result of intercomunal
conflict in Cyprus between 1963-74 affecting both conmunities, and
m spresented as one caused by Turkey's lawful intervention in Cyprus in
July 1974 which, be it noted, saved thousands of G eek Cypriots as well as
Turki sh Cypriots from bei ng massacred, as thousands of Greek Cypriots were in
fact massacred by the Greek Junta Coupists and their G eek Cypriot
col | aborat ors headed by one-tinme nurderer Sanpson

This negative attitude of the Greek Cypriot side appears to have
paral ysed the CMP as is apparent fromits meaninglessly brief nmonthly press
rel eases which sinply read, to take the |l atest one as an exanple, as follows:

"The Conmittee on M ssing Persons in Cyprus concluded its
68t h working session at the Ledra Pal ace on Thursday, 4 February 1993.

The next session is scheduled to conmence in early March".

Since 1984 the Conmittee has managed to conme out w th nore neani ngfu
press communi ques on just two occasions only nanely 11 April 1990 and
10 April 1992.

These two press rel eases, which are attached as appendix | and Il, could
be issued only by consensus of the three Committee nmenbers, including the
Greek Cypriot nmenber, and, hence, their contents nust be taken to represent
the m nimumthat could be disclosed about the facts and probl ens invol ved.

It will be seen that the picture that can be gained fromthe said
two official press releases does not match at all the one-sided, nostly
illusory picture that is painted by the G eek Cypriot representative at the
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Human Ri ghts Conmi ssi on whenever the opportunity presents itself for himto
speak, in the full know edge that his counterpart namely the Turkish Cypriot
representative is not also present to reply.

No | esser a person than M. d afcos derides who has just been elected as
Presi dent of the Greek Cypriots, has defined the problemas foll ows:

"I'n the nmeantinme several people, both G eek Cypriots and Turkish
Cypriots, who, for one reason or another, found thenselves in areas
controlled by forces belonging to the other comunity, were killed in
cold blood. Both the Geek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot |eaderships
proved unable to prevent the extrenmist el enents of their comunities from
conmmitting such shaneful barbaric and cowardly crimnal acts. As a
result those who lost their lives, were sinply listed as m ssing
persons".

(Cyprus: M Deposition, Vol. |, p. 232)

New evi dence continues to cone to light which throws nore |ight on the
true nature of the G eek Cypriot missing persons.

One such evidence cane to light in July 1991 in the form of a book
witten by a forner Greek Cypriot National Guard O ficer namely
Kostas Chr. Tzorgi in which nanes of dead officers, as confirnmed by Nationa
Quard Headquarters, appear which are also included in the so-called "List of
1,619 Greek Cypriot mssing persons.”

The nost recent evidence to cone to |light was that which appeared in the
English daily "Cyprus Mail" on 22 Novenber 1992 and which is reproduced bel ow.

" At hi enou yesterday |ost one of its outstanding citizens,
Antonis Steliou Stylianou (62) who died of a heart attack

During the 1974 coup, Stylianou was forced to bury al nost
300 victins of the conflict on his own at the Lakatania cenetery by G eek
of ficers.

At the tine, his home was next to the Lakatami a cenetery in
Nicosia. In the years to cone, he was to vividly recite experiences from
the mass burials, where bodies were brought in truckl oads, and he was
forced to bury a wonan three nonths pregnant who was shot with an
automatic rifle.

Sone nmonths after the coup, he assisted in the exhumati on of the
bodies for identification by relatives.

He died at 3.30 a.m yesterday. H s funeral will be held on
Monday afternoon.”

Stylianou's was just one of several other mass graves resorted to during
the Coup period before the Turkish Intervention
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What needs to be underlined is the fact that hundreds of people were
l[iterally dunped into all those nass graves without prior identification. And
inthe climatic conditions of Cyprus, bearing in mnd also that in Cyprus no
one carried identification tags, it is practically inpossible to identify with
certainty bodies that may be exhuned after several nonths. This is a fact
confirmed al so by forensic experts.

The foll owi ng statenent was nmade on 9 Cctober 1984 by the forner
Third Menber of the CWP, the late M. Caude Pilloud, a distinguished Sw ss
humani tarian | awyer, who unfortunately died unexpectedly about one nmonth | ater
on 10 Novenber 1984.

"l got involved in the task of investigation of missing persons in
Cyprus in 1977. | saw how in 1975 representatives of the two conmunities
cane together on the issue and appointed an ad hoc commttee for the
purpose. At that tine the incidents were fresh and it was generally
bel i eved that there mi ght be nissing persons who were alive. But eight
years have passed since then. |If there is any evidence it should be
submitted to us (the Committee). |If it is not, the issue nust be taken
up in accordance with the criteria | have nentioned. During all these
years, | have never had subnmitted to ne any information which would
create the inmpression that any of the missing persons may be alive. |
bel i eve that any approach which would create the inpression in the mnds
of the fam lies concerned that their mssing nenbers may be alive would
be i nhuman. Presunption of death would, in ny opinion, be a nore
hurmani tari an approach fromthe point of view of the famlies concerned.
O course, there nmight also be such cases which would remain i n abeyance
in the total absence of any evidence."

M. Pilloud' s observations confirnmed what M. Hoffnan of the
International Commttee of the Red Cross, who assisted M. Denktas and
M. Cerides in the ad hoc humanitarian Conmittee during 1975-76, had said on
5 March 1976, which is reproduced bel ow.

"We have done everything possible to trace all those mi ssing.
There is nothing further that we can do. But if both sides agree and ask
our help, we are ready. For instance, disinternent and identification of
remains is usually resorted to, under the Geneva Conventions, after every
conflict. But in this case it is too late to undertake such a task
especi al | y because nobody carried identification tags in Cyprus.
Therefore our mssion in Cyprus has been conpleted.”

The continued stagnation deliberately inposed on the Cormittee on M ssing
Persons was what presumably pronpted the Secretary-Ceneral of the
United Nations to nake certain observations on the work of the Conmittee
coupled with recomrendations, in his report to the Security Council dated
31 May 1992.

The press release unilaterally issued by the Turkish Cypriot Menber on
13 Cctober 1992 (appendix 3) must be indicative of the relative responses of
the two sides on the CWP to the United Nations Secretary-General's
reconmendations referred to above.
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| would like to state also that, unlike the Greek Cypriot side, purely
humani tari an consi derations dictate our own attitude to the agony of the
fam lies of 803 mssing Turkish Cypriot (all civilians, 29% wonen and
children, conpared to 62%nilitary personnel with only 8% wonen and chil dren
on the Greek Cypriot side) who constantly press us to secure for them
informative reports fromthe Committee which would "close" formally the
tragedy that befell them a tragedy which, for sone of them as quoted bel ow
froma 1963/64 report, was too horrendous to even contenpl ate.

"One of (British Navy Commrander) Packard's first tasks was to try
to find out what had happened to the estimated 25 Turkish Cypri ot
hospital patients. Secret discussions took place with a G eek Cypriot
M nister in the collapsed (1960-63) CGovernnent. After a brief
i nvestigation, he was able to confirmlocal runours.

It appeared that Greek Cypriot nmedical staff had slit the patients'
throats as they lay in their beds. Their bodies were |oaded on to a
truck and driven to a farmnorth of the city where they were fed into
nmechani cal choppers and ground into the earth"

These are, for sure, 25 of the 803 Turkish Cypriot m ssing persons but
who are they?

In conclusion, Your Excellency, | wuld Iike to appeal to you,
particularly on behalf of the Turkish Cypriot famlies anxiously awaiting in
deep agony, to assist in persuading the Greek Cypriot side to give up its
present political stance and cooperate with the Conmmittee on M ssing Persons
in Cyprus in order that this tragic humanitarian issue affecting as it does
both sides, may at |ast be resolved in accordance with the Committee's agreed
Terms of References which are based on humanitarian principles.

(Signed) Dr. Kenan Atakol



