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The m e e t i n g was c a l l e d t o o r d e r a t 3.20 p.m. 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE SUB-COMMISSION ON PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION AND 
PROTECTION OF MINORITIES (agenda i t e m 23) (E/CN.4/1992/56 and A d d . l t o 5) 

1. The CHAIRMAN s a i d t h a t the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s Note (E/CN.4/1992/56 and 
A d d . l t o 5) c o n t a i n e d n o m i n a t i o n s o f c a n d i d a t e s o f member S t a t e s t o the 
Sub-Commission and b i o g r a p h i c a l d a t a o f c a n d i d a t e s . The Commission was 
i n v i t e ' d t o e l e c t 13 members of the Sub-Commission and, where n e c e s s a r y , t h e i r 
a l t e r n a t e s i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the f o l l o w i n g p a t t e r n : f o u r members from 
A f r i c a n S t a t e s ; t h r e e members from A s i a n S t a t e s ; two members from E a s t e r n 
European S t a t e s ; two members from L a t i n A m e r i c a n S t a t e s ; and t h r e e members 
from Western European and o t h e r S t a t e s . The number of c a n d i d a t e s from each 
r e g i o n a l group s h o u l d n o t exceed the number of p l a c e s a l l o t t e d t o t h a t group. 
I f i t d i d , the b a l l o t o f the member S t a t e i n q u e s t i o n w o u l d n o t be v a l i d . On 
the o t h e r hand, s h o u l d t h e r e be fewer c a n d i d a t e s t h a n p l a c e s t o be f i l l e d , 
a r t i c l e 67 of the Commission's r u l e s o f p r o c e d u r e s t a t e d t h a t t h o s e c a n d i d a t e s 
o b t a i n i n g i n t h e f i r s t b a l l o t a m a j o r i t y o f the v o t e s c a s t and t h e l a r g e s t 
number v o t e s w o u l d be e l e c t e d . I f the number of c a n d i d a t e s o b t a i n i n g s u c h 
m a j o r i t y was l e s s t h a n t h e number of p l a c e s t o be f i l l e d , a d d i t i o n a l b a l l o t s 
w ould be h e l d t o f i l l t h e r e m a i n i n g p l a c e s . 

2. A t t h e i n v i t a t i o n o f the Chairman, Mr. W a l k e r ( A u s t r a l i a ) . V i c e - C h a i r m a n 
of the Commission, and M r s . G a l v i s ( C o l o m b i a ) . R a p p o r t e u r , a c t e d as t e l l e r s . 

3. A v o t e was t a k e n by a s e c r e t b a l l o t . 

Number b a l l o t p a p e r s : 52 
I n v a l i d b a l l o t s : z e r o 
Number p f v a l i d b a l l o t s : 52 
A b s t e n t i o n s : z e r o 
R e q u i r e d m g j p r i t y ; 27 

The r e s u l t s were t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

AFRICA 

C a n d i d a t e Member S t a t e Number o f v o t e s 
o b t a i n e d 

Mr. Léonard A s s i r a Engoute Cameroon 10 
Mrs. Y o l a n d e Bouah-Tano Côte d ' I v o i r e 11 
Mr. Ahmed K h a l i f a Egypt 37 
Mr. F i s s e h a Yimer E t h i o p i a 32 
Mrs. H a l i m a Embarek W a r z a z i Morocco 38 
Mrs. Mohamane Fassoma N i g e r 5 
Mr. A i d i d A b d i l l a i I l k a h a n a f S o m a l i a 29 
Mr. S a i d N aceur Ramadhane T u n i s i a 34 

4. Mr. K h a l i f a and h i s a l t e r n a t e Mr. K h a l i l ( E g y p t ) , Mr. Yimer ( E t h i o p i a ^ 
Mrs. W a r z a z i and h e r a l t e r n a t e Mr. Benkaddour (Morocco) and Mr. Naceur Ramadhane 
and h i s a l t e r n a t e Mr. Amor ( T u n i s i a ) , h a v i n g o b t a i n e d t h e r e q u i r e d m a j o r i t y , 
were e l e c t e d members of the Sub-Commission f o r a term o f f o u r y e a r s . 



E/CN.4/1992/SR.50 
page 2 

ASIA 

C a n d i d a t e 

Mr. Muksum-Ul-Hakim 
Mr. Abass S a f a r i a n 
Mr. R i b o t Hatano 
Mr. Osman E l - H a j j e 

Member S t a t e 

B a n g l a d e s h 
I r a n 
Japan 
Lebanon 

Ntimber o f v o t e s 
o b t a i n e d 

30 
17 
41 
13 

5. Mr. Muks\mi-Ul-Hakim and h i s a l t e r n a t e Mr. H o s s a i n Khan ( B a n g l a d e s h ) and 
Mr. Hatano and h i s a l t e r n a t e Mr. Y o k o t a ( J a p a n ) , h a v i n g o b t a i n e d t h e r e q u i r e d 
m a j o r i t y , were e l e c t e d members of the Sub-Commission f o r a term o f f o u r y e a r s . 

EASTERN EUROPE 

C a n d i d a t e 

Mr. Gaspar Bíró 
Mrs. Anna M i c h a l s k a 
Mr. l o a n Maxim 
Mr. Volodymyr B o u t k e v i t c h 

Member S t a t e 

Hungary 
P o l a n d 
Romania 
U k r a i n e 

Number of v o t e s 
o b t a i n e d 

26 
22 
30 
19 

6. Mr. Maxim and h i s a l t e r n a t e Mr. G a v r i l e s c u (Romania), h a v i n g o b t a i n e d the 
r e q u i r e d m a j o r i t y , was e l e c t e d member of the Sub-Commission f o r a term o f 
f o u r y e a r s . 

LATIN AMERICA 

C a n d i d a t e 

Mrs. C l e m e n c i a F o r e r o U c r o s 
Mrs. E l i z a b e t h O d i o - B e n i t o 
Mr. M i g u e l J . A l f o n s o M a r t i n e z 
Mr. C e s a r Verduga 

Member S t a t e 

C o l o m b i a 
C o s t a R i c a 
Cuba 
Ecuador 

Number of v o t e s 
o b t a i n e d 

38 
15 
35 
12 

7. Mrs. F o r e r o U cros and h e r a l t e r n a t e Mr. Melo ( C o l o m b i a ) and 
Mr. A l f o n s o M a r t i n e z and h i s a l t e r n a t e Mrs. F e r r i o l Echevarría, h a v i n g 
o b t a i n e d the r e q u i r e d m a j o r i t y , were e l e c t e d members of the Sub-Commission 
f o r a term o f f o u r y e a r s . 

WESTERN EUROPE 

C a n d i d a t e 

Mr. Marc B o s s u y t 
Mr. A s b j o r n 
Mrs. L i n d a Chavez 

Member S t a t e 

B e l g i i i m 
Norway 
U n i t e d S t a t e s 

Ntjmber of v o t e s 
o b t a i n e d 

45 
41 
41 

8. Mr. B o s s u y t and h i s a l t e r n a t e Mr. Genot ( B e l g i u m ) , Mr. E i d e and h i s 
a l t e r n a t e Mr. H e l g e s e n (Norway) and Mrs. Chavez and h e r a l t e r n a t e Mr. Portman 
( U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a ) , h a v i n g o b t a i n e d the r e q u i r e d m a j o r i t y , were 
e l e c t e d members of the Sub-Commission f o r a term o f f o u r y e a r s . 
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9. A second v o t e was t a k e n by s e c r e t b a l l o t t o e l e c t t he second o f the 
members o f the Sub-Conmiission from E a s t e r n Europe. 
Number of b a l l o t p a p e r s ; 52 
I n v a l i d b a l l o t s ; 2 
Number of b a l l o t s ; 50 
A b s t e n t i o n s ; z e r o 
R e q u i r e d m a j o r i t y ; 27 

The r e s u l t s were the f o l l o w i n g : 
C a n d i d a t e Member S t a t e Number o f v o t e s 

o b t a i n e d 
Mr. Gaspar Bíró Hungary 20 
Mrs. Anna M i c h a l s k a P o l a n d 17 
Mr. Volodjmiyr B o u t k e v i t c h U k r a i n e 12 

10. None of the c a n d i d a t e s h a v i n g o b t a i n e d the r e q u i r e d m a j o r i t y , a t h i r d 
v o t e was t a k e n by s e c r e t b a l l o t . 
Number of b a l l o t p a p e r s : 50 
I n v a l i d b a l l o t s ; 1 
Number of b a l l o t s : 49 
A b s t e n t i o n s : 2 
R e q u i r e d m a j o r i t y ; 26 

The r e s u l t s were t h e f o l l o w i n g ; 
C a n d i d a t e Member S t a t e Number p f v o t e s 

p b t a i n e d 
Mr. Gaspar Bíró Hungary 15 
Mrs. Anna M i c h a l s k a P o l a n d 17 
Mr. Volod)miyr B o u t k e v i t c h U k r a i n e 15 

11. None o f t h e c a n d i d a t e s h a v i n g o b t a i n e d the r e q u i r e d m a j o r i t y , a f o u r t h 
v o t e w i l l be t a k e n by s e c r e t b a l l o t s u b s e q u e n t l y . 

RIGHTS OF THE CHILD, INCLUDING; 

(a) STATUS OF THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD 

(b ) REPORT OF THE SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON THE SALE OF CHILDREN 

( c ) PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE ELIMINATION OF THE EXPLOITATION OF CHILD 
LABOUR 

(d) DRAFT PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE PREVENTION OF THE SALE OF CHILDREN, 
CHILD PROSTITUTION AND CHILD PORNOGRAPHY (agenda i t e m 22) ( c o n t i n u e d ) 

(E/CN.4/1992/45, 54, 55 and A d d . l , 71, 74; E/CN.4/1992/NG0/5, NGO/14, NGO/32, 
E/CN.4/1991/51, 41 and C o r r . l ; CRC/C/7) 

12. M r s . MARTINEZ ( L a t i n A m e r i c a n F e d e r a t i o n o f A s s o c i a t i o n s o f R e l a t i v e s o f 
D i s a p p e a r e d D e t a i n e e s ) o b s e r v e d t h a t , i n h i s r e p o r t on t h e s t a t u s o f t h e 
C o n v e n t i o n on t h e R i g h t s o f the C h i l d (E/CN.4/1992/54), the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 
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had i n d i c a t e d w h i c h S t a t e s had s i g n e d , r a t i f i e d o r a c c e d e d t o t h e C o n v e n t i o n , 
announced the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the Committee on t h e R i g h t s o f the C h i l d t o 
m o n i t o r the C o n v e n t i o n , and a p p e a l e d t o S t a t e s , U n i t e d N a t i o n s b o d i e s and 
i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o d i s s e m i n a t e 
i n f o r m a t i o n on the C o n v e n t i o n and promote i t s u n d e r s t a n d i n g . Those were 
i m p o r t a n t d e v e l o p m e n t s , and y e t the g u l f between t h e o r y and p r a c t i c e was s t i l l 
g r e a t . 

13. I n A r g e n t i n a , f o r example, and t o a l e s s e r e x t e n t i n C h i l e and Uruguay, 
the d i s a p p e a r a n c e o f c h i l d r e n c o n s t i t u t e d p a r t o f t h e m i l i t a r y d i c t a t o r s h i p ' s 
p l a n f o r the r e p r e s s i o n o f opponents. The A r g e n t i n e Government s h o u l d make 
p u b l i c the documents of the p r e v i o u s regime c o n c e r n i n g t h e r e p r e s s i o n of the 
A r g e n t i n e p e o p l e and o f the many p e r s o n s of v a r i o u s n a t i o n a l i t i e s who l i v e d i n 
A r g e n t i n a . I n C o l t m i b i a , two c h i l d r e n had been m i s s i n g s i n c e 1982 and two 
o t h e r s s i n c e the b e g i n n i n g o f 1991. The p r e s s had a l s o r e p o r t e d the a b d u c t i o n 
of c h i l d r e n i n 1991 f o r p u r p o s e s of ransom, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n Bogotá, and n o t h i n g 
had been done f o r the orphans whose p a r e n t s had been a b d u c t e d , d e t a i n e d o r 
s u m m a r i l y e x e c u t e d . I n Guatemala, t h e r e were some 250,000 c h i l d r e n i n t h a t 
s i t u a t i o n , t h e i r f u n d a m e n t a l r i g h t s h a v i n g been f l o u t e d . In P e r u , a c c o r d i n g 
to the Committee o f R e l a t i v e s o f D i s a p p e a r e d D e t a i n e e s who had t a k e n r e f u g e i n 
L i m a , hundreds o f c h i l d r e n had been a b d u c t e d and e x e c u t e d , and thousands more 
were s a i d t o be o r p h a n s . I n the c i r c u m s t a n c e s i t was d i f f i c u l t t o u n d e r s t a n d 
how the P r e s i d e n t of P e r u c o u l d have opposed the t r a n s f e r t o t h e s o - c a l l e d 
" g l a s s of m i l k " programme of the $100 m i l l i o n p r o v i d e d f o r t h a t purpose i n the 
n a t i o n a l b u d g e t , s i n c e the f a t e of f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s was a t s t a k e . I n 
E l S a l v a d o r as w e l l , thousands of c h i l d r e n had been a b d u c t e d , wounded o r 
murdered, o r y e t were orphans as a r e s u l t of t h e armed c o n f l i c t b e i n g waged 
t h e r e . I t was t o be hoped t h a t the r e c e n t l y - c o n c l u d e d peace agreement would 
have t h e e f f e c t of i m p r o v i n g t h e i r l o t . I n H a i t i , the coup d'état had 
a g g r a v a t e d the s i t u a t i o n of c h i l d r e n , many of whom were g o i n g hungry o r were 
o r p h a n s . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community s h o u l d s u p p o r t t h a t c o u n t r y ' s r e t u r n t o 
democracy and e s t a b l i s h the c o o p e r a t i o n t h a t was n e c e s s a r y t o p r o t e c t H a i t i a n 
c h i l d r e n . 

14. I n T u r k e y , K u r d i s h c h i l d r e n were l i v i n g a d o w n r i g h t t r a g e d y t o w h i c h t h e 
A s s o c i a t i o n f o r the S u p p o r t o f K u r d i s t a n D e t a i n e e s and M a r t y r s w i s h e d t o draw 
a t t e n t i o n . I n r a t i f y i n g the C o n v e n t i o n on the R i g h t s o f the C h i l d , T u r k e y had 
e n t e r e d r e s e r v a t i o n s t o a r t i c l e s 17, 19 and 30 w h i c h e x p r e s s l y c o n c e r n e d 
K u r d i s h c h i l d r e n . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the r e c e n t s t a t e m e n t s o f the a u t h o r i t i e s , 
the e x i s t e n c e of a K u r d i s h p e o p l e was s t i l l n o t r e c o g n i z e d t h e r e . I n 
November 1991 a c h i l d o f 10 had been a r r e s t e d and b e a t e n by the p o l i c e s i m p l y 
because the c o l o u r s of the c l o t h e s he was w e a r i n g were tho s e of the K u r d i s h 
n a t i o n a l c o l o u r s . Nor was i t p o s s i b l e any l o n g e r t o r e m a i n i n d i f f e r e n t t o the 
s u f f e r i n g c aused t o c h i l d r e n by the economic b l o c k a d e imposed on Cuba and 
I r a q . I t was i m p o s s i b l e t o f o r g e t t h a t the n e o - l i b e r a l economic p o l i c i e s 
imposed by the c o u n t r i e s of t h e N o r t h on t h o s e of t h e S o u t h and t h e demands of 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l M onetary Fund a g g r a v a t e d major s o c i o - e c o n o m i c problems w i t h 
a l l t h e i r i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r c h i l d r e n . I t was time t h a t Governments w h i c h 
r e l i g i o u s l y r e p a i d t h e i r e x t e r n a l debt s h o u l d b e g i n t o pay o f f t h e d o m e s t i c 
debt t h e y had i n c u r r e d t o t h e i r p e o p l e and p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 
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15. M r s . AHMED ( G e n e r a l F e d e r a t i o n of Arab Women) s a i d t h a t the F e d e r a t i o n 
s u b s c r i b e d t o the documents b e f o r e the Commission c o n c e r n i n g the s t a t u s of the 
C o n v e n t i o n on the R i g h t s of the C h i l d , the programme o f a c t i o n f o r the 
e l i m i n a t i o n o f the e x p l o i t a t i o n o f c h i l d l a b o u r and the q u e s t i o n o f the s a l e 
of c h i l d r e n . The F e d e r a t i o n was t r y i n g , t h r o u g h i t s n a t i o n a l b o d i e s , t o 
persuade c o u n t r i e s t o accede t o t h e C o n v e n t i o n and a p p l y i t s p r o v i s i o n s . F o r 
i t s p a r t , the Committee on the R i g h t s of the C h i l d had r i g h t l y emphasized a t 
i t s f i r s t s e s s i o n t h a t p r i o r i t y s h o u l d be a c c o r d e d t o the r i g h t s o f the c h i l d 
a t the W o r l d C o n f e r e n c e on Human R i g h t s i n 1993. The F e d e r a t i o n was a l s o v e r y 
i n t e r e s t e d i n the programme of a c t i o n f o r the e l i m i n a t i o n of the e x p l o i t a t i o n 
o f c h i l d l a b o u r , w h i c h was d e s i g n e d t o c u r b a p r a c t i c e t h a t was o n l y too 
common i n t h e d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n c e r t a i n Arab c o u n t r i e s . 

16. The f u n d a m e n t a l r i g h t s of c h i l d r e n i n Arab c o u n t r i e s were v i o l a t e d i n 
t h r e e ways. F i r s t , the I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n of P a l e s t i n e and t h e o c c u p i e d 
Arab t e r r i t o r i e s had r e s u l t e d i n hundreds of v i c t i m s among c h i l d r e n . Many 
pregnant women had a l s o had a b o r t i o n s owing to the i l l - t r e a t m e n t t h e y had 
e x p e r i e n c e d . S i n c e p r i m a r y s c h o o l s were c l o s e d i n t h o s e t e r r r i t o r i e s , 
c h i l d r e n were d e p r i v e d of t h e i r f u n d a m e n t a l r i g h t t o e d u c a t i o n . S e c o n d l y , 
economic underdevelopment and p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y gave r i s e t o o t h e r 
a b u s e s . A c c o r d i n g t o s t a t i s t i c s p u b l i s h e d by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n 1990, the 
i n f a n t i l e m o r t a l i t y r a t e had r i s e n t o 132 per 1,000 i n S o m a l i a , 177 p e r 1,000 
i n D j i b o u t i and 108 per 1,000 i n Sudan s i n c e 1987. I t was n o t enough f o r a 
c o u n t r y t o accede t o a c o n v e n t i o n ; i t must a p p l y i t as w e l l . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community s h o u l d t h e r e f o r e a s s i s t the d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s . T h i r d l y , the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community sometimes imposed economic s a n c t i o n s on c e r t a i n 
c o u n t r i e s , s u c h as I r a q , w h i c h had been e x p e r i e n c i n g an economic b l o c k a d e 
s i n c e A u gust 1990 and was s u f f e r i n g the consequences of the war waged by the 
c o a l i t i o n c o u n t r i e s . The i n f a n t i l e m o r t a l i t y r a t e i n I r a q had i n c r e a s e d by 
350 p e r c e n t between 1990 and 1991. 

17. I n the l i g h t o f t h o s e f i g u r e s , the F e d e r a t i o n c a l l e d upon the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o do w h a t e v e r was n e c e s s a r y t o improve the l i v i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s of Arab c h i l d r e n t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d , and u r g e d the Arab S t a t e s t o 
r e s p e c t the commitments t h e y had assumed a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l . 

18. Mr. de SAUSSURE ( F o u n d a t i o n f o r the R i g h t s of the F a m i l y - PRODEFA), a l s o 
s p e a k i n g on b e h a l f of t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r g a n i z a t i o n f o r the Development of 
Freedom of E d u c a t i o n (OIDEL) and the W o r l d Movement o f M o t h e r s , was p l e a s e d t o 
n o t e t h a t t h e C o n v e n t i o n on t h e R i g h t s of the C h i l d had a l r e a d y been r a t i f i e d 
by a l a r g e number of c o u n t r i e s and t h a t the f i r s t m e e t i n g of the Committee on 
the R i g h t s o f the C h i l d had a l r e a d y t a k e n p l a c e . He r e c a l l e d t h a t , on the 
o c c a s i o n of the W o r l d Summit f o r C h i l d r e n , the v i t a l r o l e of the f a m i l y i n the 
harmonious development of the c h i l d had been emphasized as w e l l as the need 
f o r s o c i a l b o d i e s t o r e s p e c t and s u p p o r t the f a m i l y . He a l s o r e c a l l e d t h a t 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had d e c l a r e d 1994 t o be the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Year of 
the F a m i l y w i t h the d e c l a r e d o b j e c t i v e of making Governments, o f f i c i a l s and 
the p u b l i c u n d e r s t a n d t h a t the f a m i l y was the n a t u r a l and b a s i c u n i t of 
s o c i e t y . 

19. He n o t e d , however, t h a t t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's d e c l a r a t i o n had n o t 
been f o l l o w e d up by n a t i o n a l d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g b o d i e s , t h a t f a m i l y u n i t s were 
b r e a k i n g up a t an even f a s t e r r a t e , and t h a t i t was h i g h time f o r Governments 
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to t a k e the b o l d s p e c i f i c d e c i s i o n s t h a t were n e c e s s a r y . A l t h o u g h the f a m i l y 
was the most p r i z e d p o s s e s s i o n of young p e r s o n s i n a number o f c o u n t r i e s , i t 
had been d e n i g r a t e d by c e r t a i n i d e o l o g i s t s i n the w e s t e r n w o r l d , and he 
e x p l a i n e d t h a t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n , t o g e t h e r w i t h o t h e r s , had t h o u g h t of d r a f t i n g 
a u n i v e r s a l d e c l a r a t i o n o f the r i g h t s of t h e f a m i l y , w h i c h w o u l d i n c l u d e the 
r i g h t t o t r u e a s s i s t a n c e from the a u t h o r i t i e s - m a i n l y f o r f a m i l i e s i n a 
d i f f i c u l t s i t u a t i o n - the r i g h t t o p r o t e c t i o n a g a i n s t any v i o l a t i o n of i t s 
p r i v a t e n a t u r e , the r i g h t t o a generous and c a r i n g s o c i a l p o l i c y and, f o r 
c h i l d r e n i n d i f f i c u l t s i t u a t i o n s , the r i g h t t o s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n and the 
p r o t e c t i o n of t h e i r r i g h t s . He a c c o r d i n g l y c a l l e d upon the Commission to 
c o n s i d e r the p o s s i b i l i t y of a d e c l a r a t i o n of t h a t n a t u r e , and r e q u e s t e d 
Governments t o make s p e c i f i c e f f o r t s i n t h r e e a r e a s , namely, g r e a t e r 
p r o t e c t i o n f o r the f a m i l y , namely, i n r e s p e c t of f a m i l y a l l o w a n c e s and 
m a t e r n i t y l e a v e ; s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n t o problems e n c o u n t e r e d by women, namely, 
i n the t r a i n i n g and e d u c a t i o n o f m o t h e r s , as w e l l as the p roblems of t h o s e who 
chose t o r e m a i n a t home t o b r i n g up t h e i r c h i l d r e n ; and the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of 
p a r e n t s i n the e l a b o r a t i o n of e d u c a t i o n a l s t r a t e g i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the 
w e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s , the S t a t e ' s r o l e b e i n g l i m i t e d t o g u a r a n t e e i n g freedoms and 
e q u a l i t y of o p p o r t u n i t y . The f a m i l y s h o u l d be p r o t e c t e d s i n c e a s o c i e t y 
w i t h o u t f a m i l i e s would become a monstrous s o c i e t y , u n f e e l i n g and unhappy, and 
one t h a t PRODEFA woul d n o t w i s h upon i t s c h i l d r e n . 

20. Mr. RYDER ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e d e r a t i o n of F r e e Trade U n i o n s ) s a i d t h a t 
ICFTU, w h i c h was g r a t i f i e d t h a t the C o n v e n t i o n on the R i g h t s o f the C h i l d had 
e n t e r e d i n t o f o r c e i n September 1990, n o t e d t h a t t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour 
O r g a n i s a t i o n (ILO) and the Commission on Hviman R i g h t s had b o t h embarked upon 
a c t i v i t i e s t o promote t h e a p p l i c a t i o n of i t s p r o v i s i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e 
e l i m i n a t i o n o f c h i l d l a b o u r , w h i c h was of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t . ICFTU e x p e c t e d 
much from the c o o p e r a t i o n e s t a b l i s h e d between ILO and the Commission. Indeed, 
a r t i c l e 32 of the C o n v e n t i o n , d e a l i n g w i t h the p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e c h i l d a g a i n s t 
e x p l o i t a t i o n , was c o m p a t i b l e w i t h r e l e v a n t ILO i n s t r u m e n t s on t h e same s u b j e c t 
w h i c h s p e c i f i e d a g e n e r a l minimimi age. 

21. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h a t o b j e c t i v e on w h i c h t h e r e was u n a n i m i t y i n the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community was s t i l l v e r y remote, f o r the p r e s e n t r e a l i t y was the 
m a s s i v e p r e s e n c e of c h i l d r e n a t work, and t h e r e was a b r o a d consensus t h a t 
t h e i r niimber, w h i c h was d i f f i c u l t t o e s t i m a t e b u t i n any e v e n t h i g h , was s t i l l 
g r o w i n g . Yet the f i g u r e s were s i m p l y the q u a n t i t a t i v e r e f l e c t i o n o f the 
s i t u a t i o n and f a i l e d t o s u g g e s t the s u f f e r i n g endured by t h o s e c h i l d r e n who 
worked n o t out of f r e e c h o i c e b u t under forms of d u r e s s amounting t o s l a v e r y . 
The i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a d e u n i o n movement, w h i c h hoped t o e r a d i c a t e t h a t e v i l , 
o f t e n e n c o u n t e r e d the argument t h a t c h i l d l a b o u r amounted t o an i n e v i t a b l e and 
n e c e s s a r y s u r v i v a l s t r a t e g y i n p r e s e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s , and t h a t i t would be 
b e t t e r t o r e g u l a t e i t u n t i l s u c h time as i t c o u l d be e l i m i n a t e d . He 
c h a l l e n g e d t h a t v i e w , a l t h o u g h he r e c o g n i z e d t h a t c h i l d l a b o u r w o u l d l a s t as 
l o n g as p o v e r t y p e r s i s t e d . That f a c t , however, d i d n o t j u s t i f y t h e r e j e c t i o n 
of programmes f o r the e l i m i n a t i o n o f c h i l d l a b o u r . Indeed, i t had t o be 
r e c o g n i z e d t h a t c h i l d l a b o u r was t o t a l l y i n e f f e c t i v e as a s t r a t e g y i n 
c o m b ating p o v e r t y and p r o m o t i n g development. Trade u n i o n s r e a l i z e d t h a t , 
w h i l e c h i l d r e n worked, t h e i r p a r e n t s were unemployed and t h a t p e o p l e s p e n t 
t h e i r a d u l t l i v e s i n i d l e p o v e r t y and t h e i r c h i l d h o o d s i n d e b i l i t a t i n g , 
d e f o r m i n g and d e g r a d i n g l a b o u r . The o n l y l o g i c b e h i n d s u c h s i t u a t i o n s was the 
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l o g i c o f e x p l o i t a t i o n . There was no d e n y i n g t h e f a c t t h a t l a r g e numbers of 
p e o p l e were n o t o n l y r e a d y t o t o l e r a t e - b u t a l s o t o p r o f i t f rom - c h i l d 
l a b o u r . 

22. ICFTU was t r y i n g t o i d e n t i f y t he e x p l o i t a t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p s t h a t were 
o f t e n the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f c h i l d l a b o u r . I n some c a s e s t h e y were q u i t e 
c l e a r , as i n t h e case o f the " r e s t a v e k s " o f H a i t i , n amely, c h i l d r e n who were 
s o l d t o work i n d o m e s t i c s e r v i c e and t r e a t e d v e r y h a r s h l y , o r t h e c h i l d r e n 
employed i n P e r u v i a n g o l d m i n e s , many of whose b o d i e s had been found i n 1991 
b e a r i n g marks i n d i c a t i n g t h e h a r s h n e s s o f t h e i r l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s . He a l s o 
m e n t i o n e d t h e c a s e s o f T h a i l a n d and I n d i a , and n o t e d t h a t t h e l a t t e r , w h i c h 
c o u l d p u t an end t o the e x p l o i t a t i o n o f c h i l d l a b o u r s i m p l y by a p p l y i n g the 
l e g i s l a t i o n i n f o r c e , was i n f a c t the s i n g l e l a r g e s t n a t i o n a l employer o f 
c h i l d r e n . But r a t h e r t h a n d w e l l i n g on n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n s , i t was p r o b a b l y 
more u s e f u l t o emphasize t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i m e n s i o n o f t h e p r o b l e m . F o r 
example, a f o o t w e a r m a n u f a c t u r i n g n e t w o r k c o n n e c t e d P a k i s t a n , where c h i l d r e n 
m a n u f a c t u r e d t h e u p p e r s , t o I t a l y where the shoes were a s s e m b l e d and s o l d as 
" c r a f t e d i n I t a l y " . I n t h a t t y p e o f s i t u a t i o n , i t was f o r GATT t o t a k e a c t i o n 
by i n t r o d u c i n g a s o c i a l c l a u s e i n t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a d i n g a r r a n g e m e n t s t h a t 
w ould have the e f f e c t o f d e n y i n g market a c c e s s t o the p r o d u c t s o f c h i l d 
l a b o u r , w h i c h was one of t h e most p e r n i c i o u s forms o f c h i l d e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

23. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community s h o u l d a l s o c o n s i d e r what p r e s s u r e s i t c o u l d 
i t s e l f e x e r t w i t h i t s debt r e l i e f and s t r u c t u r a l a d j u s t m e n t programmes w h i c h , 
a p p l i e d a t t h e c o s t o f s o c i a l programmes and p a r t i c u l a r l y a c c e s s t o e d u c a t i o n , 
were d r i v i n g c h i l d r e n i n t o t h e w o r l d o f work. The f a c t t h a t the growth o f 
the i n f o r m a l s e c t o r u s u a l l y accompanied s t r u c t u r a l a d j u s t m e n t , t h a t c h i l d 
l a b o u r o f t e n c o n s t i t u t e d a s i g n i f i c a n t component o f the u n p r o t e c t e d i n f o r m a l 
w o r k f o r c e , and t h a t some d e c i s i o n makers had s e t the p r o m o t i o n o f the i n f o r m a l 
s e c t o r as an e x p l i c i t o b j e c t i v e , a r o u s e d f u r t h e r c o n c e r n among t r a d e u n i o n i s t s 
who r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e r e was a s t r o n g c u r r e n t w h i c h , i n a d v e r t e n t l y o r n o t , was 
t e n d i n g t o i n c r e a s e c h i l d l a b o u r r a t h e r t h a n e l i m i n a t e i t . He was n e v e r t h e l e s s 
s u r e t h a t , l i k e a l l t r a d e u n i o n i s t s , p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e Commission's s e s s i o n 
w ould endeavour t o a t t a i n t h e b a s i c g o a l w h i c h was t r a d e u n i o n i s t s a t work and 
c h i l d r e n i n s c h o o l and a t p l a y . 

24. Mr. URRUELA PRADO ( O b s e r v e r f o r G u a t e m a l a ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the 
r i g h t o f r e p l y , n o t e d t h a t the I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n f o r t h e Defence of 
R e l i g i o u s L i b e r t y had r e f e r r e d t o Guatemala's " s t r e e t c h i l d r e n " i n s u c h a way 
as t o s u g g e s t t h a t i t was b a d l y i n f o r m e d about the i n i t i a t i v e s t a k e n i n 1991 
by t h e new Government t o s o l v e t h a t p r o b l e m . He e x p l a i n e d .that t h e Guatemalan 
Government had f i r s t m o b i l i z e d the p o l i c e i t s e l f , t h e p u b l i c p r o c u r a t o r ' s 
o f f i c e , a g e n c i e s r e s p o n s i b l e * f o r the c o o r d i n a t i o n o f l e g a l m a t t e r s r e l a t i n g t o 
m i n o r s and the s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s s u b o r d i n a t e t o the P r e s i d e n t ' s O f f i c e , and 
had t h e n e s t a b l i s h e d d i r e c t and c l o s e r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e "Casa A l i a n z a " 
o r g a n i z a t i o n w h i c h was d e d i c a t e d t o the p r o t e c t i o n and d e f e n c e o f c h i l d r e n . 
Mr. J o r g e S e r r a n o , P r e s i d e n t o f the R e p u b l i c , had h i m s e l f v i s i t e d t h a t 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s h e a d q u a r t e r s i n New Y o r k , and h i s v i s i t had 
r e s u l t e d i n t h e s i g n a t u r e o f a c o o p e r a t i o n agreement f o r the p r o t e c t i o n o f 
" s t r e e t c h i l d r e n " and u n p r o t e c t e d m i n o r s who were i n an i r r e g u l a r s i t u a t i o n . 
Under t h a t agreement. Casa A l i a n z a a s s i s t e d t h e P r o c u r a t o r - G e n e r a l by 
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n o t i f y i n g any c a s e s of m i n o r s who were v i c t i m s of v i o l e n c e t h a t came t o i t s 
knowledge, and i n r e t u r n t h e P r o c u r a t o r - G e n e r a l ' s O f f i c e p r o v i d e d Casa A l i a n z a 
w i t h t h e l e g a l s u p p o r t i t needed t o a t t a i n i t s g o a l s . 

25. Casa A l i a n z a ' s L e g a l A i d O f f i c e and t h e Government P r o c u r a t o r ' s O f f i c e ' s 
agency f o r m i n o r s had, on 31 December 1991, p u b l i s h e d a j o i n t r e p o r t on t h e 
o f f e n c e s committed a g a i n s t " s t r e e t c h i l d r e n " . The r e p o r t d i s c u s s e d the 
problems e n c o u n t e r e d by s u c h c h i l d r e n , i d e n t i f i e d the c a u s e s of t h e e v i l and 
d e s c r i b e d the p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n . I t m e n t i o n e d the 36 c a s e s b r o u g h t f o r the 
v i o l a t i o n of the r i g h t s of " s t r e e t c h i l d r e n " and t h e improvement i n the 
b e h a v i o u r o f n a t i o n a l p o l i c e o f f i c e r s towards m i n o r s i n an i r r e g u l a r 
s i t u a t i o n , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g a few i s o l a t e d c a s e s of a b u s i v e d e t e n t i o n i n p o l i c e 
p r e m i s e s t h a t c o u l d be a t t r i b u t e d e s s e n t i a l l y t o i g n o r a n c e of t h e law. 

26. That r e p o r t had been i s s u e d as an o f f i c i a l document o f t h e Commission 
(E/CN.4/1992/80) and was t h e r e f o r e a v a i l a b l e t o p a r t i c i p a n t s who w o u l d f i n d 
i n i t r e l i a b l e f i g u r e s of o f f e n c e s committed a g a i n s t s t r e e t c h i l d r e n as w e l l 
as a d e s c r i p t i o n of the Government's p o l i c y . He u r g e d t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n f o r the Defence o f R e l i g i o u s L i b e r t y t o a c q u a i n t i t s e l f w i t h the 
document. 

27. Mr. ERKMENOGLU ( O b s e r v e r f o r T u r k e y ) , s p e a k i n g i n the e x e r c i s e o f the 
r i g h t of r e p l y , s a i d t h a t t h e W o r l d O r g a n i z a t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e and C e n t r e 
E u r o p e - T i e r s monde had a l l e g e d t h a t T u r k e y had v i o l a t e d c h i l d r e n ' s r i g h t s , 
and n o t e d t h a t , i n d r a w i n g a t t e n t i o n t o the abuses t o w h i c h c h i l d r e n had 
been s u b j e c t e d , t h o s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s had f a i l e d t o m e n t i o n t h e c h i l d r e n who 
had l o s t t h e i r l i v e s as a r e s u l t of a t t a c k s by PKK ( K u r d i s t a n W o r k e r s ' P a r t y ) 
t e r r o r i s t s o r the d e s p e r a t e p l i g h t of p e o p l e , i n c l u d i n g c h i l d r e n , who had f l e d 
t o s o u t h e r n T u r k e y t o escape the a t r o c i t i e s committed a g a i n s t them i n n o r t h e r n 
I r a q . Those two examples a l o n e d e m o n s t r a t e d how t h o s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s had 
p r e s e n t e d a p a r t i c u l a r l y s e n s i t i v e i s s u e i n o r d e r t o s e r v e t h e i r n a r r o w a i m s . 
He s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h o s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s , w h i c h had r e f e r r e d t o the H e l s i n k i 
Watch r e p o r t , s h o u l d o b t a i n h i s c o u n t r y ' s r e p l y from the T u r k i s h d e l e g a t i o n . 

28. I n T u r k e y , as e l s e w h e r e , c h i l d r e n were c o n s i d e r e d t o be t h e f u t u r e of t h e 
c o u n t r y and s o c i e t y made e v e r y e f f o r t t o e d u c a t e and b r i n g them up as b e s t i t 
c o u l d . Any m i s t r e a t m e n t of c h i l d r e n a r o u s e d p u b l i c i n d i g n a t i o n , and t h o s e 
r e s p o n s i b l e were p r o s e c u t e d . A l s o as e l s e w h e r e , f a m i l y bonds were th e b e s t 
g u a r a n t e e of a c h i l d ' s w e l f a r e ; u n f o r t u n a t e l y i n T u r k e y , u r b a n i z a t i o n and the 
i n c r e a s i n g exodus from r u r a l a r e a s had, t o g e t h e r w i t h f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s , 
i m p a i r e d t h e f a m i l y s t r u c t u r e and a s m a l l number of c h i l d r e n were n o t t a k e n 
good c a r e o f . The p r o b l e m was t h e r e f o r e b a s i c a l l y one of economic development 
r a t h e r t h a n human r i g h t s ; the n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s were aware o f the 
s i t u a t i o n . Nor c o u l d t h e y be unaware of the f a c t t h a t i t was an e x t r e m e l y 
s e r i o u s m a t t e r t o a c c u s e a c o u n t r y of a l l o w i n g i t s c h i l d r e n t o be t o r t u r e d , 
and he wondered whether t h e y had n o t d i s t o r t e d t h e p r o b l e m f o r p o l i t i c a l 
r e a s o n s . I t was o b v i o u s l y v e r y e a s y t o s l a n d e r a c o u n t r y by making a c c u s a t i o n s 
of t h a t k i n d i n o r d e r t o d i s c r e d i t i t and s u b s e q u e n t l y e x p l o i t i t s t a r n i s h e d 
image. M a s s a c r e s of Jews i n Europe had, f o r example, been p r e c e d e d by rumours 
of t h e i r a l l e g e d r i t u a l murder o f c h i l d r e n . R a cism took many f o r m s , a l l more 
o r l e s s c o n f o r m i n g to the same p a t t e r n , and n e o - r a c i s m was a p p a r e n t l y n o t more 
i m a g i n a t i v e . 
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29. Mr. BENHIMA ( O b s e r v e r f o r M o r o c c o ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e of t h e r i g h t of 
r e p l y , s a i d t h a t once a g a i n the C e n t r e E u r o p e - T i e r s monde (CETIM), d o i n g the 
b i d d i n g o f i t s m a s t e r s , had used unfounded i n f o r m a t i o n t o l a u n c h a t e n d e n t i o u s 
campaign a g a i n s t Morocco. CETIM had come up w i t h a s t r a n g e h o t c h - p o t c h of 
i d e a s and l i e s i n o r d e r t o d i v e r t a t t e n t i o n from the s i t u a t i o n o f t h e o r i g i n a l 
p o p u l a t i o n of S a h a r a who were b e i n g h e l d a g a i n s t t h e i r w i s h e s i n P o l i s a r i o 
camps a t T i n d o u f . 

30. The s i t u a t i o n o f c h i l d r e n was g i v e n p r i o r i t y i n a l l Morocco's 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c programmes. As a r e s u l t of an immense e f f o r t b a s e d on 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y , h e a l t h and e d u c a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s had, 
s i n c e 1976, been c r e a t e d t h r o u g h o u t the c o u n t r y and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the 
Saharan p r o v i n c e s . I n p o i n t o f f a c t i t was i n the P o l i s a r i o camps t h a t 
f a m i l i e s were s y s t e m a t i c a l l y s e p a r a t e d so t h a t p e r s o n s from t h e S a h a r a 
c o u l d n o t r e t u r n t o t h e i r homes. The a c c o u n t s o f f o r m e r P o l i s a r i o o f f i c i a l s 
who were r e a c h i n g Morocco by the dozen had r e v e a l e d what the s i t u a t i o n was. 
A s s o c i a t i o n s had r e c e n t l y been c r e a t e d i n Europe t o work f o r the r e u n i f i c a t i o n 
o f S a h r a w i f a m i l i e s d e t a i n e d by P o l i s a r i o . A c o m p l e t e f i l e on t h e c o n d i t i o n s 
s u r r o u n d i n g the a b d u c t i o n of t h o s e f a m i l i e s was a v a i l a b l e t o d e l e g a t i o n s and 
the n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

31. He a p p e a l e d t o t h o s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o show r e s t r a i n t so as n o t t o 
d i s r u p t t h e r e f e r e n d u m p r o c e s s t h a t was under way p u r s u a n t t o 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 725 ( 1 9 9 1 ) , i n w h i c h t h e C o i m c i l e x p r e s s e d 
s u p p o r t f o r the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s e f f o r t s and welcomed w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n 
h i s r e p o r t ( S / 2 3 2 9 9 ) . The C o u n c i l would s h o r t l y c o n s i d e r a f u r t h e r r e p o r t 
by t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l . 

MEASURES TO IMPROVE THE SITUATION AND ENSURE THE HUMAN RIGHTS AND DIGNITY OF 
ALL MIGRANT WORKERS (agenda i t e m 13) (E/CN.4/1992/38) 

32. Mr. MARTENSON ( U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l f o r Human R i g h t s ) , i n t r o d u c i n g the 
i t e m , s a i d t h a t s a f e g u a r d i n g the f u n d a m e n t a l human r i g h t s of m i g r a n t w o r k e r s 
and t h e i r f a m i l i e s r emained a p r i o r i t y c o n c e r n of t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s and a 
c o n t i n u i n g c h a l l e n g e f o r a l l Member S t a t e s . Athough t h o s e w o r k e r s c o n t r i b u t e d 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y t o t h e development o f s o c i e t y as a whole the d e p l o r a b l e 
c o n d i t i o n s i n w h i c h t h e y l i v e d and worked were u s u a l l y o v e r l o o k e d . M o r e o v e r , 
t h e g r o w i n g economic d i s p a r i t y between the d e v e l o p e d and d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s 
and the d r a m a t i c changes t a k i n g p l a c e i n the w o r l d had g i v e n r i s e t o new 
m i g r a t o r y f l o w s . New human r i g h t s problems had a l s o emerged and been 
e x a c e r b a t e d by r e s u r g e n t n a t i o n a l i s m and x e n o p h o b i a i n many p a r t s o f the w o r l d . 

33. He r e c a l l e d t h a t the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l had drawn a t t e n t i o n t o the 
s i t u a t i o n o f m i g r a n t w o r k e r s i n the framework of the Programme o f A c t i o n f o r 
the Second Decade t o Combat R a c i s m and R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n . A s t u d y on t h e 
e f f e c t s o f r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n the f i e l d s o f e d u c a t i o n , t r a i n i n g and 
employment as i t a f f e c t e d the c h i l d r e n of m i n o r i t i e s , and i n p a r t i c u l a r t h o s e 
o f m i g r a n t w o r k e r s , w o u l d be p u b l i s h e d l a t e r i n the y e a r . I t was a l s o hoped 
t h a t s u f f i c i e n t f u n d s w o u l d be a v a i l a b l e t o u n d e r t a k e a g l o b a l s u r v e y o f the 
e x t e n t t o w h i c h the c h i l d r e n o f m i g r a n t w o r k e r s were a b l e t o r e c e i v e e d u c a t i o n 
i n t h e i r mother tongue. The G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y ' s a d o p t i o n , i n 1990, o f the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n on the P r o t e c t i o n of the R i g h t s o f A l l M i g r a n t 
Workers and Members of T h e i r F a m i l i e s had been a m i l e s t o n e f o r t h a t h i g h l y 
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v u l n e r a b l e g r o u p , s i n c e i t c o n s t i t u t e d the f i r s t g e n e r a l r e f e r e n c e framework 
and t h e f i r s t s t a n d a r d f o r t h e e l a b o r a t i o n o f b i l a t e r a l and m u l t i l a t e r a l 
agreements i n t h a t s p h e r e . But i t was r e g r e t t a b l e , as i n d i c a t e d by t h e 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l i n h i s r e p o r t (E/CN.4/1992/38), t h a t t h e C o n v e n t i o n had so 
f a r been s i g n e d by o n l y two c o u n t r i e s , and a human r i g h t s f a c t s h e e t on t h e 
s i t u a t i o n of m i g r a n t w o r k e r s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s was t o be p r e p a r e d i n o r d e r t o 
promote g r e a t e r awareness of i t . I t was a l s o p l a n n e d t o draw a t t e n t i o n t o the 
C o n v e n t i o n i n t h e c o n t e x t of c o u n t r y p r o j e c t s o r g a n i z e d t h r o u g h t h e a d v i s o r y 
s e r v i c e s and t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e programme. The C o n v e n t i o n s h o u l d e n t e r i n t o 
f o r c e as soon as p o s s i b l e so t h a t t h e s i t u a t i o n of m i g r a n t w o r k e r s and t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s c o u l d be improved and t h e i r f u n d a m e n t a l r i g h t s , namely, t h e r i g h t s t o 
l i f e and t o work i n d i g n i t y and e q u a l i t y , c o u l d be r e s p e c t e d . 

ADVISORY SERVICES IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS (agenda i t e m 19) ( c o n t i n u e d ) 
(E/CN.4/1992/49, 50 and A d d . l , 51 and 69; E/CN.4/1992/NGO/20 and 36) 

34. Mr. RODRIGUEZ ALPIZAR ( C o s t a R i c a ) n o t e d w i t h r e g r e t t h a t , a c c o r d i n g 
t o Mr. Volio-Jiménez's l a t e s t r e p o r t on the htmian r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n 
E q u a t o r i a l G u i n e a (E/CN.4/1992/51), no p r o g r e s s had been made i n t h a t 
c o u n t r y . E v e r y t h i n g i n d i c a t e d a l a c k of p o l i t i c a l w i l l g e n u i n e l y t o e s t a b l i s h 
t h e r u l e of l a w , s i n c e the d e m o c r a t i c r e f o r m s announced by the p r e s e n t 
a u t h o r i t i e s had n e v e r been a p p l i e d . I n p o i n t of f a c t , t h e m a c h i n e r y s e t up by 
P r e s i d e n t Obiang t o p r o v i d e a semblance o f c r e d i b i l i t y f o r h i s d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n 
p r o m i s e s was s i m p l y a f a c a d e b e h i n d w h i c h he had s e t about e l i m i n a t i n g v a r i o u s 
o p p o s i t i o n groups o r l e a d e r s . The few measures a d o p t e d by t h e a u t h o r i t i e s 
were i n a d e q u a t e and d i d n o t c o r r e s p o n d t o t h e i r main o b j e c t i v e , w h i c h was t o 
e n s u r e p r o g r e s s towards a d e m o c r a t i c and m u l t i p a r t y s y s t e m t h a t w o u l d e n s u r e 
r e s p e c t f o r the d i g n i t y of the i n d i v i d u a l . I n p r a c t i c e , a r b i t r a r y d e t e n t i o n 
and t o r t u r e i n p r i s o n s had c o n t i n u e d u n c h e c k e d , t h e r i g h t t o freedom o f 
o p i n i o n o r r e l i g i o n was n o t r e s p e c t e d , the i ndependence of t h e j u d i c i a r y was a 
myth, law and o r d e r and i n t e r n a l s e c u r i t y were th e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e army 
w h i c h committed s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n s of the most e l e m e n t a r y r i g h t s , t h e r i g h t t o 
habeas c o r p u s o r amparo was n o t g u a r a n t e e d , the c u l t of p e r s o n a l i t y i n t h e 
p e r s o n o f P r e s i d e n t Obiang had a t t a i n e d dangerous l e v e l s , and c o r r u p t i o n was 
w i d e l y p r a c t i s e d w i t h t h e t a c i t c o n s e n t of a l l t h e a u t h o r i t i e s . 

35. H i s d e l e g a t i o n w h o l e h e a r t e d l y s u p p o r t e d t h e S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r ' s 
c o n c l u s i o n s . I t was v i t a l t h a t the Government of E q u a t o r i a l G u i n e a s h o u l d 
a p p l y the new p l a n o f a c t i o n p r o p o s e d by Mr. Volio-Jiménez t o d e m o n s t r a t e i t s 
w i l l t o put an end t o the c o u n t r y ' s a l a r m i n g s i t u a t i o n i f i t d i d n o t w i s h the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o adopt more r a d i c a l measures a g a i n s t i t . The 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must a l s o t a k e c o n c e r t e d a c t i o n t o b r i n g about a r e a l 
change i n the himiian r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n E q u a t o r i a l G u i n e a , and t h e Commission 
on Human R i g h t s s h o u l d a c c o r d h i g h p r i o r i t y t o t h a t q u e s t i o n . H i s d e l e g a t i o n 
c o n s i d e r e d t h a t t h e S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r ' s mandate s h o u l d be m o d i f i e d , s i n c e i t 
was no l o n g e r p o s s i b l e t o r e m a i n i n d i f f e r e n t t o s y s t e m a t i c and c o n t i n u i n g 
v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n t h a t c o u n t r y . 

36. Mr. DOBREV ( B u l g a r i a ) s a i d t h a t t h e programme o f a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s and 
t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e i n t h e f i e l d o f htjman r i g h t s was o f p a r t i c u l a r i m p o r t a n c e 
a t the p r e s e n t t i m e s i n c e a number of c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g B u l g a r i a , w h i c h 
were i n a d e m o c r a t i c t r a n s i t i o n p e r i o d needed the a s s i s t a n c e o f e x p e r t s t o 
c a r r y out l e g i s l a t i v e r e f o r m s and t r a i n the key p e r s o n n e l n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e 
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e f f e c t i v e u t i l i z a t i o n o f human r i g h t s i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s t a n d a r d s . A d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s were a l s o an i n t e g r a l p a r t o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o o p e r a t i o n , h e l p e d t o s t r e n g t h e n c o n f i d e n c e between p e o p l e s and S t a t e s and 
promoted exchanges o f human v a l u e s . The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s i n t e r e s t i n g and 
d e t a i l e d r e p o r t on the s u b j e c t (E/CN.4/1992/49) r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e C e n t r e f o r 
Human R i g h t s was p l a y i n g an e x t r e m e l y v a l u a b l e r o l e i n t h e a t t a i n m e n t o f thos e 
o b j e c t i v e s and i n d i c a t e d t h a t the number o f c o u n t r i e s , one o f w h i c h was 
B u l g a r i a , r e c e i v i n g a d v i s o r y and t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e was g r o w i n g . 

37. I n 1991, f o r example, the C e n t r e had o r g a n i z e d a c o n f e r e n c e on human 
r i g h t s and the e l a b o r a t i o n o f c o n s t i t u t i o n a l and l e g i s l a t i v e p r o v i s i o n s i n 
S o f i a , as w e l l as a Seminar on t h e l e g a l a s p e c t s o f t h e r e f u g e e p r o b l e m i n 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h the B u l g a r i a n a u t h o r i t i e s and t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s H i g h 
Commissioner f o r Refugees (UNHCR). B u l g a r i a n e x p e r t s had a l s o p a r t i c i p a t e d i n 
s e m i n a r s on v a r i o u s a s p e c t s o f human r i g h t s o r g a n i z e d b y t h e C e n t r e i n o t h e r 
c o u n t r i e s . M o r e o v e r , i n June 1991, h i s Government and Mr. M a r t e n s o n a l s o 
s i g n e d a t e c h n i c a l c o o p e r a t i o n agreement w i t h a v i e w t o the p u b l i c a t i o n i n 
B u l g a r i a n o f a c o l l e c t i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s and a handbook f o r the 
t e a c h i n g o f human r i g h t s i n s c h o o l s . M o r e o v e r , s i n c e t h e end o f 1991, 
B u l g a r i a n t e l e v i s i o n had p r o d u c e d and b r o a d c a s t a number of programmes on the 
a c t i v i t i e s and f u n c t i o n i n g o f the C e n t r e and v a r i o u s U n i t e d N a t i o n s o r g a n s 
d e a l i n g w i t h human r i g h t s , as w e l l as on the p r e p a r a t i o n s b e i n g made f o r the 
W o r l d C o n f e r e n c e . The keen i n t e r e s t a r o u s e d by t h o s e programmes r e v e a l e d the 
u n d e n i a b l e s u c c e s s o f c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e C e n t r e w h i c h s h o u l d c o n t i n u e on 
t o p i c s c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e C o n f e r e n c e i t s e l f . 

38. B u l g a r i a a l s o s u p p o r t e d t h e i d e a o f e s t a b l i s h i n g n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n and t r a i n i n g c e n t r e s i n v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s and had a l r e a d y 
i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t was p r e p a r e d t o have an o f f i c e o f t h e C e n t r e f o r Htunan 
R i g h t s opened i n S o f i a . I t s u p p o r t e d t h e C e n t r e ' s e f f o r t s t o i n c r e a s e t h e 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f f e l l o w s h i p and t r a i n i n g programmes w h i c h had p r o v e d t h e i r 
w o r t h , p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r c o u n t r i e s where the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f l e g i s l a t i v e 
r e f o r m s r e q u i r e d t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f e x p e r t s . The C e n t r e ' s a s s i s t a n c e t o 
c o u n t r i e s c o u l d a l s o have a v e r y p o s i t i v e i m p a ct on t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e 
p e r i o d i c r e p o r t s p r e p a r e d and s u b m i t t e d by Governments t o U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
m o n i t o r i n g b o d i e s , as B u l g a r i a i t s e l f had r e a l i z e d . H i s d e l e g a t i o n a l s o 
e mphasized t h e v a l u e o f the a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s programme aimed a t i n c l u d i n g 
human r i g h t s t e a c h i n g i n s c h o o l c u r r i c u l a . I t welcomed t h e C e n t r e ' s e f f o r t s 
t o p r e p a r e , i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h UNESCO, a handbook on t h e t e a c h i n g o f htiman 
r i g h t s t o be u s e d i n h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n and n o t e d t h a t , s i n c e November 1991, 
o p t i o n a l human r i g h t s c o u r s e s , i n w h i c h i n c r e a s i n g i n t e r e s t was b e i n g shown, 
were o f f e r e d a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f S o f i a . 

39. H i s d e l e g a t i o n t h e r e f o r e a s s o c i a t e d i t s e l f w i t h a l l t h o s e who had 
emphasized t h e need t o i n c r e a s e the f i n a n c i a l and human r e s o u r c e s a v a i l a b l e t o 
the C e n t r e f o r Human R i g h t s . I t was c o n v i n c e d t h a t c o o p e r a t i o n i n human 
r i g h t s m a t t e r s , w h i c h was w e l l i l l u s t r a t e d b y the s u c c e s s o f t h e a d v i s o r y 
s e r v i c e s , w o u l d s t i m u l a t e the d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n p r o c e s s t a k i n g p l a c e i n v a r i o u s 
r e g i o n s o f t h e w o r l d t o t h e g r e a t e s t e x t e n t p o s s i b l e . 

40. Mr. NORTHERN ( U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a ) s a i d t h a t a l t h o u g h i t was c l e a r 
t h a t t h e r e c o u l d be no compromise as f a r as human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s were 
c o n c e r n e d , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s Government u n d e r s t o o d the d i f f i c u l t i e s f a c e d by 
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many c o u n t r i e s and was t h e r e f o r e p r e p a r e d t o h e l p t h o s e Governments committed 
t o human r i g h t s t o move ahead. The c o l d war was o v e r , t h e i d e o l o g i c a l w a l l 
between E a s t and West had c r u m b l e d and woul d n o t be r e p l a c e d by a n o t h e r 
between N o r t h and S o u t h . The r e a l d i v i s i o n i n the w o r l d t o d a y was between 
t h o s e committed t o democracy and l i b e r t y and t h o s e who were n o t . That was a 
f a c t , however much i t m ight be d e p l o r e d by d i c t a t o r s and t y r a n t s . A l l t h o s e 
who woul d be c o u n t e d among t h e r a n k s o f the f r e e and d e m o c r a t i c c o u n t r i e s and 
who e a r n e s t l y sought t o implement the p r i n c i p l e s c o n t a i n e d i n t h e U n i v e r s a l 
D e c l a r a t i o n c o u l d be a s s u r e d o f the c o o p e r a t i o n o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , w h i c h 
was a l r e a d y a c t i v e l y s u p p o r t i n g n a s c e n t d e m o c r a c i e s t h a t had emerged i n 
r e g i o n s where few had t h o u g h t i t p o s s i b l e j u s t a few y e a r s p r e v i o u s l y . The 
d e m o c r a t i c r e v o l u t i o n t h a t had swept the w o r l d from E a s t e r n Europe and the 
for m e r S o v i e t U n i o n t o L a t i n A m e r i c a and A f r i c a , where many d i c t a t o r s h i p s had 
been r e p l a c e d by d e m o c r a t i c regimes d e t e r m i n e d t o r e s p e c t human r i g h t s , w o u l d 
c o n t i n u e . I t was f o r the Commission t o c o n t r i b u t e t o the s u c c e s s o f t h a t 
r e v o l u t i o n n o t o n l y by c a l l i n g t o a c c o u n t t h o s e who woul d r e s i s t t h e t i d e b u t 
a l s o by a f f i r m a t i v e l y h e l p i n g t h o s e r i d i n g t he c r e s t o f t h e wave. 

41. The C e n t r e f o r Human R i g h t s c o u l d , t h r o u g h i t s programme o f a d v i s o r y 
s e r v i c e s and t e c h n i c a l c o o p e r a t i o n i n t h e f i e l d o f human r i g h t s , p l a y a 
v i t a l r o l e i n t h a t r e s p e c t , and t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t h e r e f o r e s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t e d 
i t s e f f o r t s t o a s s i s t t he new d e m o c r a c i e s . I f i t was t o be a b l e t o s a t i s f y 
t h e i r r e q u i r e m e n t s , i t w o u l d u n d o u b t e d l y need a d d i t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s and i n t h e 
v i e w of h i s d e l e g a t i o n , t h a t need c o u l d b e s t be met by t h e Commission's 
r e a l l o c a t i n g r e s o u r c e s from l o w - p r i o r i t y a c t i v i t i e s and e l i m i n a t i n g waste i n 
i t s e x p e n d i t u r e s a c r o s s t h e b o a r d . The C e n t r e ' s a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s s h o u l d a l s o 
be used f o r the pu r p o s e s f o r w h i c h t h e y had been i n t e n d e d when t h e y were 
i n t r o d u c e d . They s h o u l d n o t be used as a c o v e r f o r human r i g h t s v i o l a t o r s 
s e e k i n g t o a v o i d s t r o n g e r a c t i o n by t h e Commission, n o r s h o u l d t h e y be 
p r o v i d e d t o c o u n t r i e s t h a t had n o t made a b a s i c commitment t o human r i g h t s . 
They s h o u l d be used o n l y t o a s s i s t t he new Governments o f c o u n t r i e s t h a t had 
e x p e r i e n c e d s e r i o u s human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n t h e p a s t i n t a k i n g r e m e d i a l 
measures t o implement o r r e s t o r e human r i g h t s . I t was c l e a r t h a t the n a s c e n t 
d e m o c r a c i e s needed h e l p i n c r e a t i n g n o t o n l y a d e m o c r a t i c i n f r a s t r u c t u r e b u t 
a l s o a d e m o c r a t i c c u l t u r e b e c a u s e , i n the f i n a l a n a l y s i s , no democracy wo u l d 
l o n g s u r v i v e u n l e s s human r i g h t s p r i n c i p l e s were i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d , and u n l e s s 
democracy became a way of l i f e t h a t t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y o f a n a t i o n ' s c i t i z e n s 
u n d e r s t o o d and s u b s c r i b e d t o . Y e t t h e r e s h o u l d be no u n d e r e s t i m a t i n g the 
d i f f i c u l t y o r dangers o f t h e t a s k ahead t h a t was f a c e d by human r i g h t s 
d e f e n d e r s t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d and by t h e C e n t r e f o r Human R i g h t s b e c a u s e , 
a l t h o u g h democracy and l i b e r t y were marked t r e n d s i n t h e w o r l d , t h e y were n o t 
y e t a r e a l i t y f o r w e l l o v e r 1 b i l l i o n human b e i n g s . 

42. Mr. BAUM (Germany) s a i d t h a t h i s c o u n t r y was one o f t h e c o - s p o n s o r s o f a 
d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n e n t i t l e d " A d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s and V o l u n t a r y Fund f o r T e c h n i c a l 
C o o p e r a t i o n i n the F i e l d o f Human R i g h t s " (E/CN.4/1992/L.83) t h a t would be 
v o t e d on a t the p r e s e n t s e s s i o n . 

43. A c t i v i t i e s under t h e programme of a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s f i n a n c e d from the 
r e g u l a r budget o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and t h o s e f i n a n c e d from t h e V o l u n t a r y 
Fund were c l o s e l y l i n k e d . B o t h programmes had the same g o a l w h i c h was c l e a r l y 
s t a t e d i n A r t i c l e s 55 and 56 of the C h a r t e r o f t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s t h a t c a l l e d 
upon Member S t a t e s t o t a k e j o i n t and s e p a r a t e a c t i o n i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e 
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U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o promote u n i v e r s a l r e s p e c t f o r and o b s e r v a n c e o f hiiman r i g h t s 
and f u n d a m e n t a l f reedoms. I t was above a l l f o r t h e Government o f each c o u n t r y 
t o e n s u r e t h a t t h o s e g o a l s were a t t a i n e d . But t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s and i t s 
competent b o d i e s , s u c h as the C e n t r e f o r Human R i g h t s , s h o u l d a l w a y s be 
p r e p a r e d t o h e l p Governments i n t h e e f f e c t i v e a p p l i c a t i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
human r i g h t s s t a n d a r d s as w e l l as i n t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t and development o f 
n a t i o n a l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s f o r the p r o m o t i o n and p r o t e c t i o n o f s u c h s t a n d a r d s . 

44. One of t h e main p r i n c i p l e s b e h i n d t h e programme o f a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s was 
t h a t t h e y s h o u l d be p r o v i d e d o n l y on the e x p r e s s r e q u e s t o f a Government. The 
i n c r e a s i n g number o f s u c h r e q u e s t s c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d t h a t many Governments had 
come t o r e a l i z e t he v a l u e o f t h e programme. They i n c l u d e d many c o u n t r i e s i n 
the p r o c e s s o f making a d i f f i c u l t t r a n s i t i o n from a u t h o r i t a r i a n regimes t o 
d e m o c r a t i c s t r u c t u r e s . H i s Government was p a r t i c u l a r l y p l e a s e d i n t h a t 
c o n n e c t i o n t o n o t e the C e n t r e ' s i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e c o u n t r i e s o f C e n t r a l and 
E a s t e r n Europe. The C e n t r e , j u s t l i k e t he Governments c o n c e r n e d , s h o u l d heed 
the recommendations and s u g g e s t i o n s o f competent U n i t e d N a t i o n s b o d i e s 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a s s i s t i n g Governments t o comply w i t h t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n s under 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s i n s t r u m e n t s . S i m i l a r l y , t h e committees s e t up 
under v a r i o u s human r i g h t s c o n v e n a n t s and c o n v e n t i o n s , as w e l l as the s p e c i a l 
r a p p o r t e u r s , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s and w o r k i n g groups o f t h e Commission on Human 
R i g h t s s h o u l d n o t o n l y have the e x p e r t i s e b u t a l s o the o b l i g a t i o n t o i n f o r m 
and a d v i s e Governments i n t h a t c o n t e x t . However, t h e main r e s p o n s i b i l i t y l a y 
w i t h t h e C e n t r e f o r Human R i g h t s . I t had t o s e r v e as a f o c a l p o i n t and a 
c l e a r i n g - h o u s e f o r a l l r e q u e s t s from Governments, as w e l l as f o r c o o r d i n a t i o n 
w i t h o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s system. I t s h o u l d a l s o be i n a 
p o s i t i o n t o d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r a r e q u e s t f e l l under the c a t e g o r y o f programmes 
to be f i n a n c e d under the r e g u l a r budget o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s o r under the 
V o l u n t a r y Fund. I n t h a t r e s p e c t a c l e a r d i s t i n c t i o n had be made between two 
ty p e s o f a c t i v i t i e s : f i r s t , s t a n d - a l o n e programmes s u c h as i n d i v i d u a l 
s e m i n a r s , t r a i n i n g c o u r s e s and s c h o l a r s h i p s f o r a p p r o p r i a t e government 
p e r s o n n e l , e x p e r t a d v i c e c o n c e r n i n g t he n a t i o n a l i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s i n s t r u m e n t s o r the d r a f t i n g o f c o n s t i t u t i o n s and 
o t h e r n a t i o n a l l e g a l t e x t s s h o u l d be f i n a n c e d from t he r e g u l a r b u d g e t ; and 
s e c o n d l y , a c t i v i t i e s o f a comprehensive c h a r a c t e r and e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e 
encompassing a c o u n t r y as a whole s h o u l d be f i n a n c e d from t he V o l u n t a r y Fund. 
Such l a r g e r - s c a l e programmes s h o u l d p r i m a r i l y be aimed a t b u i l d i n g up o r 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g n a t i o n a l and r e g i o n a l human r i g h t s i n s t i t u t i o n s and 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s . 

45. H i s Government welcomed the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the U n i t f o r T e c h n i c a l 
C o o p e r a t i o n i n the C e n t r e . However, even a f t e r b e i n g s t r e n g t h e n e d i n t h a t 
way, i t was c l e a r t h a t t h e C e n t r e would n o t be a b l e t o r e s p o n d f a v o u r a b l y t o 
a l l r e q u e s t s by i t s e l f . C o o p e r a t i o n between t h e C e n t r e and o t h e r competent 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s organs must t h e r e f o r e be i n c r e a s e d . The p r o t e c t i o n and 
p r o m o t i o n o f himian r i g h t s had t o be acknowledged as a major g o a l o f the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s as a whole and c o u l d n o t be r e s t r i c t e d by t h e l i m i t e d 
c a p a c i t i e s and means a v a i l a b l e t o t h e C e n t r e f o r Human R i g h t s . 

46. F u r t h e r m o r e , an i m p o r t a n t r o l e had t o be p l a y e d by b i l a t e r a l 
c o o p e r a t i o n . H i s Government, f o r example, had d e c i d e d o n l y a few weeks 
p r e v i o u s l y t o make a v a i l a b l e DM 18 m i l l i o n t o f i n a n c e programmes aimed a t 
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f u r t h e r i n g d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n p r o c e s s e s i n d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s . The C e n t r e 
f o r Human R i g h t s c o u l d do i m p o r t a n t work i n i n f o r m i n g Governments o f s u c h 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s u nder n a t i o n a l programmes, and i t s a c t i v i t i e s under the 
V o l u n t a r y Fund c o u l d be used as an a p p r o p r i a t e c h a n n e l f o r t h e p r e p a r a t i o n and 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of s u i t a b l e p r o j e c t s . The German Government f o r i t s p a r t was 
p r e p a r e d t o e n t e r i n t o c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h i n t e r e s t e d Governments as w e l l as 
w i t h t h e C e n t r e on t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s i n t h a t r e s p e c t . I t w o u l d a l s o make a 
s e r i o u s e f f o r t s u b s t a n t i a l l y t o i n c r e a s e i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e V o l u n t a r y 
Fund, b u t i n t h a t case i t w o u l d have t o be c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e s t r u c t u r e s and 
w o r k i n g methods o f t h e C e n t r e were b o t h e f f i c i e n t and f l e x i b l e . 

47. Mr. WOLTERS ( N e t h e r l a n d s ) s a i d t h a t a l t h o u g h many a c t i v i t i e s had been 
c a r r i e d out under t h e programme o f a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s i n the f i e l d o f human 
r i g h t s s i n c e i t s i n t r o d u c t i o n i n 1953, the r e s o u r c e s a v a i l a b l e f o r t h a t 
purpose had a l w a y s been l i m i t e d . The i m p r e s s i v e i n c r e a s e d u r i n g the p a s t few 
y e a r s i n the number o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l himian r i g h t s i n s t r i m i e n t s emphasized t h e 
need t o e s t a b l i s h and s t r e n g t h e n n a t i o n a l and r e g i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p r o m o t i n g and p r o t e c t i n g t h o s e r i g h t s . That was why h i s 
Government had s u p p o r t e d the e s t a b l i s h m e n t i n 1987 of a V o l u n t a r y Fund f o r 
T e c h n i c a l C o o p e r a t i o n w h i c h was t o p r o v i d e a d d i t i o n a l f i n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s and 
t o w h i c h i t had s i n c e c o n t r i b u t e d , m o s t l y d i r e c t l y . The a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s 
programme w o u l d , i n h i s v i e w , be of g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e i n f u t u r e , s i n c e the 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s s t a n d a r d s a t t i m e o f r a p i d 
p o l i t i c a l changes c a l l e d f o r c o o r d i n a t e d and s u s t a i n e d e f f o r t s ; f o r t h a t 
r e a s o n t h e programme c o u l d and s h o u l d be i m p r o v e d . The number o f a c t i v i t i e s 
f i n a n c e d from the r e g u l a r budget and c a r r i e d o u t under the programme was 
commendable, b u t p r i o r i t i e s and o b j e c t i v e s must be f o r m u l a t e d more c l e a r l y . 
F o r example, what was the purpose of t r a i n i n g c o u r s e s , workshops and s e m i n a r s , 
and a t whom were t h e y t a r g e t e d ? Were t h o s e who were t r a i n e d r e s p o n s i b l e a t 
the n a t i o n a l l e v e l f o r the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f human r i g h t s i n s t r i u n e n t s o r t h e 
p r e p a r a t i o n o f r e p o r t s r e q u i r e d by v a r i o u s t r e a t y b o d i e s ? What p r o c e d u r e s 
were used t o s e c u r e the e x p e r t i s e f o r s u c h c o u r s e s and workshops? He 
c o n s i d e r e d t h a t t h e C e n t r e ' s s t a f f s h o u l d i n p r i n c i p l e be i n v o l v e d i n the 
p r e p a r a t i o n and c o o r d i n a t i o n of a c t i v i t i e s and n o t i n t h e i r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n , 
w h i c h s h o u l d be l e f t t o t r a i n e r s and t e a c h e r s s e l e c t e d by t h e C e n t r e from 
among e x p e r t s o r o u t s i d e c o n s u l t a n t s . M o r e o v e r , t h e r e was a need f o r a more 
t h o r o u g h e v a l u a t i o n of s u c h a c t i v i t i e s . I t s h o u l d become r o u t i n e t h a t , a f t e r 
e v e r y a c t i v i t y , t h e t a r g e t s e t f o r i t and the a c t u a l r e s u l t s a c h i e v e d s h o u l d 
be compared so t h a t the c o n c l u s i o n s drawn c o u l d be used i n t h e p r e p a r a t i o n of 
f u t u r e a c t i v i t i e s . 

48. W i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e V o l u n t a r y Fund, he r e c a l l e d t h a t i t had been 
c r e a t e d t o f i n a n c e a c t i v i t i e s under a g l o b a l a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s programme, 
namely, t o h e l p S t a t e s i n the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f human r i g h t s s t a n d a r d s , t o 
h e l p s t r e n g t h e n democracy and promote development, t o p r o v i d e l o n g - t e r m 
remedies f o r e x i s t i n g s h o r t c o m i n g s , and t o h e l p p r e v e n t s i t u a t i o n s t h a t l e d t o 
htmian r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . I t was c l e a r t h a t t h e r e was a g r e y a r e a between 
a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s under t h e r e g u l a r budget and t h o s e f i n a n c e d from t h e 
V o l u n t a r y Fund. A c l e a r d i s t i n c t i o n s h o u l d , however, be made on the b a s i s o f 
the r e s p e c t i v e o b j e c t i v e s o f t h o s e two t y p e s of programme, and the p r a c t i c e o f 
f i n a n c i n g f r o m t h e Fund a c t i v i t i e s t h a t were e s s e n t i a l l y r e g u l a r budget 
a c t i v i t i e s s h o u l d be ended. 
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49. H i s d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the e s t a b l i s h m e n t by t h e U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 
of a s p e c i a l U n i t f o r the management of p r o j e c t s f i n a n c e d by the V o l u n t a r y 
Fund; i t c o n s i d e r e d however t h a t f u r t h e r improvement, s u c h as the a d o p t i o n o f 
t r a n s p a r e n t a p p r a i s a l p r o c e d u r e s , w o u l d be d e s i r a b l e . I t r e a l i z e d t h a t u n t i l 
r e c e n t l y the C e n t r e had had t o cope w i t h problems o f hxjman r e s o u r c e s and 
t h e r e f o r e welcomed the a p p o i n t m e n t of the head o f t h e T e c h n i c a l C o o p e r a t i o n 
U n i t , whose p r e s e n c e w o u l d be a f i r s t s t e p i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f an improved 
t e c h n i c a l c o o p e r a t i o n programme i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s . I t was a l s o 
p l e a s e d t o n o t e t h a t the C e n t r e worked w i t h p r o j e c t f o r m u l a t i o n g u i d e l i n e s 
t h a t were b a s e d on t h o s e of UNDP. 

50. Other improvements were a l s o p o s s i b l e . The g r o w i n g number of r e q u e s t s 
f o r a s s i s t a n c e from the Fund and i t s l i m i t e d r e s o u r c e s made i t u r g e n t t o 
d e t e r m i n e , on t h e b a s i s of more p r e c i s e c r i t e r i a , the r e l a t i v e i m p o r t a n c e of 
the programmes r e q u e s t e d . H i s d e l e g a t i o n had r e a d w i t h i n t e r e s t i n the 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s r e p o r t on the q u e s t i o n (E/CN.4/1992/49) t h a t the T e c h n i c a l 
C o o p e r a t i o n U n i t had embarked upon a s t r e a m l i n i n g of p r o j e c t management 
p r o c e d u r e s . I t hoped t h a t members of the Commission w o u l d be i n f o r m e d of the 
r e s u l t s o f t h a t e x e r c i s e a t i t s n e x t s e s s i o n . There was a c l e a r need f o r a 
r e g u l a r i n d e p e n d e n t e v a l u a t i o n of the programme. The V o l u n t a r y Fund had been 
e s t a b l i s h e d f i v e y e a r s p r e v i o u s l y and the time had p o s s i b l y come f o r the 
e v a l u a t i o n n o t o n l y of i n d i v i d u a l programmes b u t a l s o of the programme as a 
w h o le. Had t h e a s s u m p t i o n s on w h i c h the programme had been e s t a b l i s h e d been 
c o n f i r m e d ? What e x a c t l y was the r o l e of the Fund? - D i d i t c o n c e n t r a t e , as i t 
s h o u l d , on a c t i v i t i e s t h a t c o u l d n o t be c a r r i e d out under b i l a t e r a l ! a s s i s t a n c e 
programmes? I f i t was used to f i n a n c e the same a c t i v i t i e s as t h o s e c a r r i e d 
out under b i l a t e r a l programmes, was i t because the a c t i v i t i e s u n d e r t a k e n 
t h r o u g h t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s system were more e f f i c i e n t o r had more impact and a 
g r e a t e r s ) r a i b o l i c v a l u e ? A p o s i t i v e s i g n i n t h a t r e s p e c t was t h a t t r e a t y 
b o d i e s , as w e l l as e x p e r t s and r a p p o r t e u r s , were to a g r e a t e r e x t e n t a d v i s i n g 
the C e n t r e on the need f o r a c t i v i t i e s i n the f i e l d of a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s and 
a l s o on t h e r e s u l t s of t h e i r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . The C e n t r e s h o u l d be encouraged 
t o t a k e s u c h i n f o r m a t i o n i n t o a c c o u n t i n the d e s i g n of f u t u r e a c t i v i t i e s . 

51. Mr. PINTER ( C z e c h and S l o v a k F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c ) s a i d t h a t the programme of 
a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s i n t h e f i e l d of human r i g h t s and the V o l u n t a r y Fund f o r 
T e c h n i c a l C o o p e r a t i o n made i t p o s s i b l e t o p r o v i d e v i t a l a s s i s t a n c e t o 
d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s , as w e l l as t o c o u n t r i e s l i k e h i s own w h i c h were making 
the d i f f i c u l t t r a n s i t i o n from a t o t a l i t a r i a n s ystem t o democracy. He thanked 
the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l f o r h i s v a l u a b l e and d e t a i l e d r e p o r t (E/CN.4/1992/49), 
e x p r e s s e d a p p r e c i a t i o n o f the r o l e p l a y e d by the C e n t r e f o r Human R i g h t s i n 
the c o o r d i n a t i o n of a c t i v i t i e s and hoped t h a t the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the 
T e c h n i c a l C o o p e r a t i o n U n i t would make them even more e f f e c t i v e . He a l s o 
emphasized the need t o c o o r d i n a t e the C e n t r e ' s a c t i v i t i e s w i t h t h o s e o f o t h e r 
b o d i e s , b o t h i n s i d e and o u t s i d e the U n i t e d N a t i o n s s ystem. 

52. The t h r e e c a t e g o r i e s of a c t i v i t i e s f i n a n c e d under t h e r e g u l a r b u d g e t , 
namely, s e m i n a r s , workshops and t r a i n i n g c o u r s e s , as w e l l as f e l l o w s h i p s and 
a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s of e x p e r t s , were v e r y i m p o r t a n t s i n c e many c o u n t r i e s used 
such s e r v i c e s f o r the purpose of d r a f t i n g b a s i c l e g a l t e x t s i n c o n f o r m i t y 
w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s c o n v e n t i o n s o r f o r the p r e p a r a t i o n o f 
d e m o c r a t i c e l e c t i o n s . H i s c o u n t r y had b e n e f i t e d from f e l l o w s h i p programmes 
i n 1989 and 1990 and hoped t h a t i t s young e x p e r t s would be a b l e t o p a r t i c i p a t e 
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i n t h a t programme once a g a i n i n the v e r y n e a r f u t u r e . H i s d e l e g a t i o n thanked 
the g o v e r n m e n t a l and non- g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a t had s u p p o r t e d the 
V o l u n t a r y Fund, f o r w i t h o u t t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n s i t would have been i m p o s s i b l e 
t o c a r r y o ut p r o j e c t s t h a t had a l r e a d y e n a b l e d the c i t i z e n s o f many c o u n t r i e s 
t o a c q u a i n t t h e m s e l v e s w i t h b a s i c human r i g h t s s t a n d a r d s . The c r e a t i o n and 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f n a t i o n a l and r e g i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s f o r the p r o m o t i o n and 
p r o t e c t i o n of human r i g h t s , f o r w h i c h the Fund had m a i n l y been c r e a t e d , were 
a t t he p r e s e n t t i m e o f c r u c i a l i m p o r t a n c e t o h i s c o u n t r y . F o r t h a t r e a s o n , 
h i s d e l e g a t i o n f e l t i t was n e c e s s a r y t o i n c r e a s e t he r e s o u r c e s , human as w e l l 
as f i n a n c i a l , a v a i l a b l e t o the C e n t r e f o r Human R i g h t s i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the 
p r o v i s i o n o f a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s . 

53. H i s d e l e g a t i o n w i s h e d t o thank the C e n t r e f o r Human R i g h t s and the 
S p a n i s h Government f o r o r g a n i z i n g , i n B a r c e l o n a i n J a n u a r y 1992, the European 
C o n f e r e n c e on I n t e r n a t i o n a l Human R i g h t s S t a n d a r d s f o r the c o u n t r i e s 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the C o n f e r e n c e on S e c u r i t y and C o o p e r a t i o n i n Europe. I t was 
a l s o g r a t e f u l t o the C e n t r e and the N e t h e r l a n d s Government f o r the i n t e r e s t 
t h e y had shown i n h i s c o u n t r y ' s r e q u e s t f o r the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a n a t i o n a l 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n and t r a i n i n g c e n t r e i n B r a t i s l a v a . 

54. Mr. RAMISHVILI ( R u s s i a n F e d e r a t i o n ) n o t e d t h a t an i n c r e a s i n g number of 
Governments were t a k i n g advantage o f the C e n t r e ' s programmes o f a d v i s o r y 
s e r v i c e s and t e c h n i c a l c o o p e r a t i o n i n o r d e r t o improve t h e i r l e g i s l a t i o n 
and the f o u n d a t i o n s o f the r u l e o f law and democracy i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 
c o u n t r i e s . H i s d e l e g a t i o n c o n s i d e r e d t h a t t h o s e s e r v i c e s c o n s t i t u t e d one of 
the most i m p o r t a n t a c t i v i t i e s n o t o n l y o f the C e n t r e b u t a l s o o f the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n g e n e r a l . The a t t i t u d e o f Governments t o s u c h s e r v i c e s was a 
y a r d s t i c k t h a t c o u l d be used t o measure t h e i r d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o embark upon the 
road t o democracy. F o r t h a t r e a s o n , t h o s e s e r v i c e s s h o u l d be expanded and 
made more e f f i c i e n t , and c o n s e q u e n t l y the C e n t r e ' s human and f i n a n c i a l 
r e s o u r c e s s t r e n g t h e n e d , p a r t i c u l a r l y d u r i n g t he p e r i o d o f p r e p a r a t i o n f o r the 
Wor l d C o n f e r e n c e on Human R i g h t s . I t would be a s i n t o c u t c o r n e r s a t the 
expense o f human r i g h t s , s i n c e t he C e n t r e ' s a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s b e n e f i t e d a l l 
S t a t e s . I n t h a t c o n n e c t i o n , t h e V o l u n t a r y Fund r e p r e s e n t e d an i m p o r t a n t 
s t i m u l u s . H i s d e l e g a t i o n hoped i t w o u l d be p o s s i b l e , t h r o u g h t h a t Fund, t o 
p r o v i d e a l a r g e number of the s e r v i c e s , a d v i c e and recommendations t h a t many 
c o u n t r i e s and p a r t i c u l a r l y t he R u s s i a n F e d e r a t i o n needed i n o r d e r t o 
c o n s o l i d a t e t h e i r d e m o c r a t i c f o u n d a t i o n s . H i s c o u n t r y was p r e p a r e d t o 
i n c r e a s e i t s c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t he C e n t r e t o t h a t end. 

55. Mr. ARTEAGA ( V e n e z u e l a ) s a i d t h a t a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s i n the f i e l d o f human 
r i g h t s were an e s s e n t i a l a s p e c t of i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n . They h e l p e d 
Governments t o improve the f u n c t i o n i n g and the a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e i r n a t i o n a l 
b o d i e s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the p r o t e c t i o n o f hiiman r i g h t s , as w e l l as d e m o c r a t i c 
c o u n t r i e s e x p e r i e n c i n g s e r i o u s i n s t i t u t i o n a l and m a t e r i a l s h o r t c o m i n g s . Such 
was the case o f Guatemala, w h i c h had been a d e m o c r a t i c c o u n t r y f o r b a r e l y 
seven y e a r s and w h i c h was s t i l l e x p e r i e n c i n g t he e f f e c t s o f the p r e v i o u s 
d i c t a t o r s h i p and the c o n t i n u a t i o n o f a d o m e s t i c armed c o n f l i c t . As i n d i c a t e d 
i n the r e p o r t p r e p a r e d by the in d e p e n d e n t e x p e r t , Mr. C h r i s t i a n Tomuschat 
(E/CN.4/1992/5), n e g o t i a t i o n s between the Government and the N a t i o n a l 
Guatemalan R e v o l u t i o n a r y U n i o n ( U n i d a d r e v o l u c i o n a r i a n a c i o n a l g u a t e m a l t e c a ) 
s i n c e t he c o n c l u s i o n o f the O s l o Agreement i n 1990 had r e s u l t e d i n a c e r t a i n 
amount o f p r o g r e s s b u t had n o t made i t p o s s i b l e t o l a y sound f o u n d a t i o n s f o r a 
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peace agreement. H i s Government was aware t h a t t h e human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n 
Guatemala remained a s o u r c e o f c o n c e r n . P r e s i d e n t S e r r a n o had c l e a r l y s t a t e d 
t h a t he d i s a p p r o v e d o f v i o l e n c e as a means of a c h i e v i n g p o l i t i c a l o b j e c t i v e s 
and had t a k e n a number of s t e p s t o p r o t e c t human r i g h t s , b u t he was f i n d i n g i t 
v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o m o b i l i z e t h e r e s o u r c e s n e c e s s a r y f o r the e f f e c t i v e 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of a p o l i c y e n s u r i n g r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s and t o o b t a i n the 
w h o l e h e a r t e d s u p p o r t of v a r i o u s S t a t e a g e n c i e s . The Commission s h o u l d 
t h e r e f o r e c o n t i n u e i t s c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h the Guatemalan p e o p l e and Government 
i n o r d e r t o a s s i s t t h a t c o u n t r y - by p r o v i d i n g a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s i n the f i e l d 
o f human r i g h t s - t o f i n d t he most a p p r o p r i a t e means o f e f f e c t i v e l y 
g u a r a n t e e i n g r e s p e c t f o r t h o s e r i g h t s . I t c o u l d be assumed t h a t the 
Guatemalan Government would c o n t i n u e t o do i t s b e s t t o a t t a i n t h a t o b j e c t i v e 
and t o a s s i s t t he ind e p e n d e n t e x p e r t i n h i s work. 

56. F o r h i s t o r i c a l and g e o g r a p h i c a l r e a s o n s , V e n e z u e l a m a i n t a i n e d c l o s e 
r e l a t i o n s o f c o o p e r a t i o n and f r i e n d s h i p w i t h H a i t i . H i s Government was 
t h e r e f o r e f o l l o w i n g w i t h g r e a t c o n c e r n the e v e n t s t h a t had o c c u r r e d i n t h a t 
c o u n t r y s i n c e the i n t e r r u p t i o n o f the d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e s s . The r e p o r t on the 
human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n H a i t i (E/CN.4/1992/50) p r e p a r e d by the i n d e p e n d e n t 
e x p e r t Mr. B r u n i C e l l i i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e s i t u a t i o n was a l a r m i n g . The 
coup d'état a g a i n s t P r e s i d e n t A r i s t i d e had been condemned by t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community. V e n e z u e l a was c o n t r i b u t i n g a c t i v e l y t o the e f f o r t s b e i n g made a t 
the r e g i o n a l and e x t r a r e g i o n a l l e v e l s t o r e s t o r e t h e l e g i t i m a t e a u t h o r i t i e s t o 
the e x e r c i s e o f power and t o put the d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e s s back on t r a c k . The 
s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n s o f himian r i g h t s t h a t were t a k i n g p l a c e i n H a i t i , t he 
p r e v a i l i n g s i t u a t i o n o f i n s e c u r i t y and t e r r o r , and the economic and s o c i a l 
c r i s i s b e i n g e x p e r i e n c e d by the H a i t i a n p e o p l e had g i v e n r i s e t o a m a s s i v e 
exodus. H i s d e l e g a t i o n w i s h e d t o thank UNHCR f o r what i t had done f o r 
H a i t i a n s f l e e i n g t h e i r c o u n t r y . The Commission s h o u l d t h e r e f o r e c o n t i n u e t o 
f o l l o w v e r y c l o s e l y p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l developments i n H a i t i and a p p o i n t a 
s p e c i a l r a p p o r t e u r to submit a r e p o r t under agenda i t e m 12. V e n e z u e l a 
e n d o r s e d the i n d e p e n d e n t e x p e r t ' s recommendation t h a t , when n a t i o n a l and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s a l l o w e d , t h e Commission s h o u l d r e q u e s t 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l a g e n c i e s t o p r o v i d e H a i t i w i t h t h e n e c e s s a r y t e c h n i c a l and 
f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e t o d e v e l o p the i n s t i t u t i o n s and programmes t o w h i c h 
improvement o f the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n the c o u n t r y was l i n k e d . A f t e r 
l i s t e n i n g t o P r e s i d e n t A r i s t i d e ' s s t a t e m e n t t o t h e Commission, h i s d e l e g a t i o n 
had e v e r y hope t h a t the agreement c o n c l u d e d i n Washington would r e s u l t i n 
P r e s i d e n t A r i s t i d e ' s r a p i d r e t u r n t o h i s c o u n t r y . 

57. In c o n c l u s i o n , h i s d e l e g a t i o n e x p r e s s e d i t s g r a t i t u d e t o the C e n t r e f o r 
Human R i g h t s f o r i t s i n t e n s i v e and f r u i t f u l a c t i v i t i e s and n o t e d s p e c i f i c a l l y 
t h a t i t had o r g a n i z e d , i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h the V e n e z u e l a n Government i n 
June 1991 a t C a r a c a s , a f i r s t n a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g c o u r s e on t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s m a c h i n e r y and p r o c e d u r e s i n the f i e l d o f human r i g h t s , 
i n c l u d i n g h u m a n i t a r i a n law. 

58. Mr. Ennaceur ( T u n i s i a ) took the C h a i r . 

59. Mr. GRILLO ( C o l o m b i a ) s a i d t h a t C o l o m b i a had, on i t s own i n i t i a t i v e , 
r e q u e s t e d a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s i n the f i e l d o f human r i g h t s s i n c e i t was 
c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h a t f o r m o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n was e x t r e m e l y v a l u a b l e . 
The agreement c o n c l u d e d between the Colombian Government and the C e n t r e f o r 
Human R i g h t s had r e s u l t e d i n the f o r m u l a t i o n o f a two-year programme d e a l i n g 



E/CN.4/1992/SR.50 
page 18 

i n p a r t i c u l a r w i t h the t r a i n i n g o f o f f i c i a l s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r d e f e n c e , the 
p r o t e c t i o n and p r o m o t i o n o f human r i g h t s , t he s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f m a c h i n e r y f o r 
the p r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s and a n a l y s i s o f the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n 
the c o u n t r y . Under t h a t programme, the C e n t r e had f i n a n c e d t r a i n i n g 
f e l l o w s h i p s f o r o f f i c i a l s , p r o v i d e d b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l m a t e r i a l f o r a f u t u r e 
himian r i g h t s i n f o r m a t i o n c e n t r e and o r g a n i z e d s e m i n a r s w i t h t r a i n e r s , t r a d e 
u n i o n i s t s and members of the p u b l i c a t l a r g e . E x p e r t s had a l s o c o n t r i b u t e d 
t h e i r knowledge, i n p a r t i c u l a r i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the t a s k o f s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
the j u d i c i a r y and the p r o c e d u r e s t o be a p p l i e d i n cases o f e n f o r c e d o r 
i n v o l u n t a r y d i s a p p e a r a n c e s . 

60. An e x p e r t from the C e n t r e had e v a l u a t e d t h e r e s u l t s o f a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d 
o u t i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s and had c o n c l u d e d t h a t the 
e x e r c i s e had been v e r y v a l u a b l e n o t o n l y f o r the Colombian Goveriiment b u t a l s o 
f o r t he C e n t r e f o r Human R i g h t s . H i s Government had, w i t h t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e 
a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s , t a k e n a s e r i e s o f g e n e r a l s t e p s t o promote human r i g h t s , 
some of w h i c h were of a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l n a t u r e and c o n c e r n e d the p r o h i b i t i o n o f 
t o r t u r e and o t h e r c r u e l , inhuman o r d e g r a d i n g t r e a t m e n t , the remedy of 
habeas c o r p u s , the p r o h i b i t i o n f o r m i l i t a r y t r i b u n a l s t o t r y c i v i l i a n s , and 
the m o d i f i c a t i o n of p r o v i s i o n s c o n c e r n i n g the s t a t e of emergency. A 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l agency ( t h e D e f e n s o r i a d e l P u e b l o ) had a l s o been c r e a t e d and 
would be s p e c i f i c a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r d e f e n d i n g , p r o t e c t i n g and p r o m o t i n g 
human r i g h t s i n the c o u n t r y . V a l u a b l e a s s i s t a n c e had been p r o v i d e d under the 
a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s and the Colombian Government was c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h a t form o f 
c o o p e r a t i o n was the most s u i t a b l e way of a s s i s t i n g S t a t e s i n c r e a t i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s f a v o u r a b l e f o r the r e a l i z a t i o n o f human r i g h t s . H i s d e l e g a t i o n 
t h e r e f o r e t h a nked the C e n t r e f o r Human R i g h t s and t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
Development Programme f o r t h e i r c o o p e r a t i o n . S i n c e i t f e l t t h a t C olombian 
i n s t i t u t i o n s had now been c o n s o l i d a t e d , i t w o u l d r e f r a i n , f o r t h e moment, from 
r e q u e s t i n g the e l a b o r a t i o n o f new a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s programmes. 

61. G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , i t would be d e s i r a b l e t o e v a l u a t e a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s 
i n o r d e r t o adapt them b e t t e r t o the r e q u i r e m e n t s and s p e c i f i c i t y of S t a t e s . 
Programmes of a c t i o n s h o u l d a l s o be drawn up on the b a s i s o f a p r e v i o u s l y 
e s t a b l i s h e d o r d e r o f p r i o r i t i e s . The C e n t r e ' s a c t i v i t i e s had i n c r e a s e d 
c o n s i d e r a b l y s i n c e the c r e a t i o n o f the V o l u n t a r y Fund and t h e donor c o u n t r i e s 
were t o be t h a n k e d ; however, i t would be w e l l i f the a c t i o n t a k e n by the 
C e n t r e under the a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s h e a d i n g as w e l l as t h e management of 
a c t i v i t i e s f i n a n c e d under the r e g u l a r budget o r by the Fund were ba s e d on 
s p e c i f i c c r i t e r i a . M o r e o v e r , the C e n t r e c o u l d use r e g i o n a l e x p e r t s i n 
d e f i n i n g p r i o r i t i e s and r e f i n i n g i t s p o l i c y . L a s t l y , i n o r d e r t o e n a b l e a l l 
c o u n t r i e s w i s h i n g t o do so t o r e q u e s t the C e n t r e ' s s e r v i c e s t h e m s e l v e s , 
i n f o r m a t i o n s h o u l d be p r o v i d e d on the c r i t e r i a used by the C e n t r e and the 
programmes i t p r o p o s e d , and exchanges and c o n t a c t s i n c r e a s e d between the 
C e n t r e and Governments so t h a t U n i t e d N a t i o n s a c t i v i t i e s i n the f i e l d o f human 
r i g h t s c o u l d be e s s e n t i a l l y g eared t o c o o p e r a t i o n . I t was i n t h a t s p i r i t t h a t 
h i s d e l e g a t i o n recommended t h a t a g e n e r a l and comprehensive e v a l u a t i o n o f 
a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s s h o u l d be c a r r i e d out a t the W o r l d C o n f e r e n c e on Human 
R i g h t s . 

62. Mr. PI R I Z BALLON (Uruguay) s a i d t h a t , f o r the f i r s t t ime s i n c e the end of 
the d i c t a t o r s h i p i n 1984, Uruguay was once a g a i n a f u l l member of the 
Commission. The c o u n t r y ' s unhappy e x p e r i e n c e , d e s p i t e i t s l e g a l i s t i c and 
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d e m o c r a t i c t r a d i t i o n , had g i v e n r i s e t o c o n s i d e r a b l e t h i n k i n g about ways of 
p r o t e c t i n g human r i g h t s , and had c o n v i n c e d the Uruguayan a u t h o r i t i e s t h a t the 
d e f e n c e o f human r i g h t s i m p l i e d c o o p e r a t i o n between S t a t e s w h i c h were becoming 
i n c r e a s i n g l y i n t e r d e p e n d e n t , as w e l l as r e s p e c t f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e g a l 
o b l i g a t i o n s . F o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s was p a r t and 
p a r c e l of j u s cogens, and t h e S t a t e s p a r t i e s t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s 
i n s t r u m e n t s c o u l d n o t s h i r k t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n s . The co n c e p t o f n a t i o n a l 
s o v e r e i g n t y c o u l d n o t be i n v o k e d t o evade the a p p l i c a t i o n o f m o n i t o r i n g 
m a c h i n e r y t h a t had been f r e e l y a c c e p t e d . S t a t e s c o u l d n o t i g n o r e the 
i n c r e a s i n g number of b o d i e s w i t h j u r i s d i c t i o n o r v i r t u a l j u r i s d i c t i o n t o 
ens u r e the p r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l . F o r t h a t 
r e a s o n i t w o u l d be most d e s i r a b l e i f , on the b a s i s o f r e c o g n i t i o n o f the f a c t 
t h a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l law had pre c e d e n c e o v e r d o m e s t i c l a w , the W o r l d C o n f e r e n c e 
on Human R i g h t s were t o d e t e r m i n e the most a p p r o p r i a t e ways o f e n s u r i n g b e t t e r 
p r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s . 

63. As f o r t h e Commission, a l t h o u g h i t was n o t a body w i t h s p e c i f i c 
j u r i s d i c t i o n i t was n e v e r t h e l e s s a forum f o r d i s c u s s i o n where human r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s were denounced. W i t h v a r i o u s k i n d s o f m o n i t o r i n g m a c h i n e r y a t i t s 
d i s p o s a l , i t p o s s e s s e d c o n s i d e r a b l e means of c o n d u c t i n g i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n 
c o u n t r i e s and b r i n g i n g p r e s s u r e t o b e a r on Governments, o f t e n t h r o u g h p u b l i c 
o p i n i o n . I t c o u l d a l s o t a k e e f f e c t i v e a c t i o n by u s i n g the t e c h n i c a l 
a s s i s t a n c e o f the C e n t r e f o r Human R i g h t s , w o r k i n g groups and i n d e p e n d e n t 
e x p e r t s ; s u c h p r o c e d u r e s were p a r t i c u l a r l y u s e f u l and welcome i n two t y p e s of 
s i t u a t i o n . F i r s t , i n r e s p e c t o f regimes under w h i c h human r i g h t s were b e i n g 
f l o u t e d b u t w h i c h , b e i n g c o n c e r n e d about t h e i r image, d i d n o t w i s h t o g i v e the 
i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h e y were y i e l d i n g t o p r e s s u r e by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, 
and s e c o n d l y i n r e s p e c t o f w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d regimes whose freedom of a c t i o n 
was r e s t r i c t e d by p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l s h o r t c o m i n g s . A d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s n o t 
o n l y p e r f o r m e d a p r a c t i c a l f u n c t i o n i n p r o v i d i n g s u p p o r t and a s s i s t a n c e b u t 
a l s o h e l p e d t o d i s s e m i n a t e i n f o r m a t i o n and a r o u s e awareness, s i n c e t h e y made 
p e o p l e f a m i l i a r w i t h human r i g h t s m a t t e r s and h e l p e d t o c r e a t e a u n i v e r s a l 
human r i g h t s c o n s c i e n c e . M o r e o v e r , t h e y c o u l d i d e n t i f y t he p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l 
o r m a t e r i a l f a c t o r s t h a t hampered r e s p e c t f o r t h o s e r i g h t s i n v a r i o u s 
c o u n t r i e s . They c o u l d , f o r example, make i t p o s s i b l e t o d e t e r m i n e how 
i n d i g e n c e and the s h o r t c o m i n g s o f j u d i c i a l b o d i e s a f f e c t e d the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
of j u s t i c e . The e v a l u a t i o n o f s i t u a t i o n s o f f e r e d means of d e t e r m i n i n g needs 
a c c u r a t e l y and r e q u e s t i n g m a t e r i a l o r f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e a t the b i l a t e r a l o r 
m u l t i l a t e r a l l e v e l . M o r e o v e r , i n v i e w o f the i m p o r t a n c e o f t e c h n i c a l 
a s s i s t a n c e , h i s d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the Commission's a d o p t i o n a t i t s p r e v i o u s 
s e s s i o n o f r e s o l u t i o n 1991/50 on a d v i s o r y s e r v i c e s i n the f i e l d o f human 
r i g h t s , as w e l l as r e s o l u t i o n 1991/49 on the V o l u n t a r y Fund f o r T e c h n i c a l 
C o o p e r a t i o n i n t h e F i e l d o f Human R i g h t s . 

64. C o o p e r a t i o n between c o u n t r i e s and i n t e r n a t i o n a l b o d i e s s h o u l d be based on 
o b j e c t i v i t y , t r a n s p a r e n c y and n o n - s e l e c t i v i t y , as w e l l as on the b a s i c 
p r i n c i p l e of the s o v e r e i g n e q u a l i t y of S t a t e s . The p r o t e c t i o n of human r i g h t s 
i m p l i e d a u n i v e r s a l i s t and e g a l i t a r i a n a p p r o a c h as the o n l y way of p r o m o t i n g 
c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s and t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t 
s p e c i f i c n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 




