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The meeting was c a l l e d to order at 10.15 a.m. 

QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS IN ANY PART 
OF THE WORLD, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO COLONIAL AND OTHER DEPENDENT 
COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES, INCLUDING: 

(a) QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CYPRUS 

(b) SITUATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN OCCUPIED iOJWAIT 

(agenda item 12) (continued) (E/CN.4/1992/3-4, 25-26, 27 and C o r r . l , 28 and 
Add.l, 29, 30 and Add.l, 31-37, 60, 64, 67-68 and 72; E/CN.4/1992/CRP.1-2; 
E/CN.4/1992/NG0/2, 5, 10, 13, 19, 24 and 34; E/CN.4/1991/24, 27-31, 33 and 
Add.l and 34-36; A/46/446, 529, 542, 544 and C o r r . l , 606 and 647) 

1. Ms. KADJAR-HAMOUDA (International Federation Terre des Hommes) sai d that 
her organization was deeply concerned about the current s i t u a t i o n i n Zaire 
where the hopes that had been kindled by the i n c i p i e n t democratization process 
had been c r u e l l y dashed. The Government had since resvuned c o n t r o l of a l l the 
levers of power and had laimched attacks against the opposition and the press, 
thereby creating a climate of i n s t a b i l i t y and violence. The population had no 
recourse i n the face of the violence. In f a c t , the o f f i c e s of many 
non-governmental organizations working on behalf of peasants and the poorest 
classes had been sacked or burnt. 

2. In the view of her organization, both the current climate of violence and 
the d i f f i c u l t economic s i t u a t i o n were the r e s u l t of the absence of democratic 
structures, a r b i t r a r y actions and the corruption of the current p o l i t i c a l 
leadership. 

3. In the P h i l i p p i n e s , despite the passage of a r e s o l u t i o n by the 
P r e s i d e n t i a l Human Rights Conmittee, the t r a g i c s i t u a t i o n of the i n t e r n a l 
refugees, i n c l u d i n g women and c h i l d r e n , had not improved. Refugees were 
f l e e i n g into i n c r e a s i n g l y more remote motintain regions, l i v i n g in.caves and 
feeding on w i l d plants. The i n f e c t i o u s diseases they brought with them 
threatened the indigenous t r i b e s with e x t i n c t i o n . Those refugees who f l e d 
into the v a l l e y s were rotmded up by the m i l i t a r y who treated them as 
surrendering r e b e l s . 

4. The m i l i t a r y p r a c t i c e of e n c i r c l i n g populations and blocking the d e l i v e r y 
of food and medicine had i n t e n s i f i e d , following i t s l e g a l i z a t i o n by the 
Government i n November 1991. Disease and severe malnutrition, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
among ch i l d r e n and t h e i r mothers, had increased sharply i n commimities that 
were thus cut o f f from the world. Non-governmental organizations attempting 
to d e l i v e r food and medicine, or seeking information on the s i t u a t i o n , were 
denied access. In ad d i t i o n , human ri g h t s defenders were s t i l l the object of 
threats and attacks by insurgents, the m i l i t a r y or v i g i l a n t e s . 

5. Only a process of dialogue and a ceasefire accepted by a l l the parties 
could o f f e r a way out of the current impasse. Human ri g h t s must be respected 
by a l l and the underlying causes of the poverty and g l a r i n g i n e q u a l i t i e s i n 
the P h i l i p p i n e s should be corrected i n order to preserve the yotmg democracy. 
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6. For i t s part, Guatemala had been devasted by war and i n t e r n a l c o n f l i c t 
and a large part of the population had become refugees in s i d e or outside the 
country. E n t i r e communities had been destroyed and the power of the army was 
s t i l l t o t a l and unconditional. Those g u i l t y of human r i g h t s abuses enjoyed 
immunity on account of the pressure brought to bear against the j u d i c i a r y , 
whose inv e s t i g a t i o n s were systematically blocked. 

7. In terms of the economy, four f i f t h s of the population l i v e d i n extreme 
poverty and an increasing number of ch i l d r e n were dropping out of school to 
help support t h e i r f a m i l i e s . Meanwhile, systematic violence against street 
c h i l d r e n continued and, to complete that bleak p i c t u r e , the cholera epidemic 
had reached Guatemala i n July 1991. 

8. The Commission had repeatedly reaffirmed the l i n k between democracy, 
development, peace and human r i g h t s . She therefore hoped that the s i t u a t i o n s 
which she had brought to i t s attention would be the subject of firm 
resolutions and decisions. 

9. Mr. RYDER (International Confederation of Free Trade Unions) said that 
the process of democratization that had continued i n various regions of the 
world over the previous year, though welcome, did not provide a s u f f i c i e n t 
guarantee that the f u l l exercise of trade-union r i g h t s would not be subject to 
abuse. 

10. In A f r i c a , his organization had been struggling with l i m i t e d success to 
put an end to s i t u a t i o n s that had prevailed f o r many years i n much of the 
continent, whereby a l l unions were forced to belong to a s i n g l e permitted 
monopoly union structure, which was t y p i c a l l y linked to a s i n g l e r u l i n g 
party. Where A f r i c a n trade unions won the r i g h t to organize, they often 
faced enormous d i f f i c u l t i e s i n carrying out t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s due, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y , to inadequate labour-relations l e g i s l a t i o n and the lack of 
appropriate i n d u s t r i a l - r e l a t i o n s i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

11. Some Governments, when confronted by organized workers ac t i n g together to 
promote t h e i r legitimate i n t e r e s t s , engaged i n outright repression, as i n the 
case of the Central A f r i c a n Republic, where trade-xmion a c t i v i t i e s had been 
banned e n t i r e l y from 1981 to 1990. While the democratization process i n 
A f r i c a was proving d i f f i c u l t , there was growing recognition of the leading 
part played by trade unions i n that process as well as increased understanding 
of the f a c t that respect for t h e i r basic r i g h t s was c r u c i a l to i t s ultimate 
success. 

12. Experience i n the Americas had v i v i d l y shown that gross v i o l a t i o n s of 
trade-union rights could be committed with impunity under conditions of formal 
democracy, L a t i n America was s t i l l the most dangerous continent i n which to 
be a trade u n i o n i s t . In Colombia, the trade-union movement had been subjected 
over the previous s i x years to acts of cruel repression. In E l Salvador, the 
recent peace agreement brought hope that the a u t h o r i t i e s would act promptly 
and e f f e c t i v e l y to end the v i o l e n t repression of trade unionists and would 
agree to an ILO d i r e c t contacts mission being sent to investigate numerous 
cases of extreme and v i o l e n t repression. 
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13. Elsewhere i n Central America, v i o l e n t human rights abuses continued i n 
Guatemala, with trade unionists prominent among the vi c t i m s . His organization 
took the view that the s i t u a t i o n required continued examination under the 
current item of the Commission's agenda. 

14. For t h e i r part, the Cuban a u t h o r i t i e s had regrettably seen f i t to r e s i s t 
the general global tendency towards democratization and respect f o r basic 
r i g h t s . His organization had co n s i s t e n t l y condemned the denial of trade-union 
freedoms under the current regime i n Havana and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , had drawn 
attention to the blanket denial of the r i g h t to organize through the monopoly 
union status enjoyed by the State-organized and co n t r o l l e d Cuban Workers 
Centre. 

15. That s i t u a t i o n had recently been challenged by the establishment of an 
independent and democratic union centre, UGTC. In January 1992, however, the 
President of UGTC had been v i o l e n t l y assaulted by a mob p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n a 
Government-staged "acto de repudio". Despite those circumstances, h i s 
organization believed that the Cuban a u t h o r i t i e s had an opportunity to 
demonstrate respect f o r the basic r i g h t s of working people to organize by 
responding favourably to the a p p l i c a t i o n f o r r e g i s t r a t i o n submitted by UGTC i n 
accordance with Cuban law. 

16. The trade-union s i t u a t i o n i n Asi a and the P a c i f i c continued to be 
overshadowed by the denial of a l l trade-union r i g h t s to m i l l i o n s of working 
people by the Government of China. Similar circumstances prevai l e d i n 
Myanmar. Nevertheless, h i s organization was encouraged by the f a c t that, i n 
both countries, working people were again taking courageous i n i t i a t i v e s to 
organize themselves i n independent trade unions, despite the murderous 
reaction of the respective Governments to previous attempts. 

17. In Thailand, the a u t h o r i t i e s that had come to power following the 
m i l i t a r y coup of February 1991 had taken swift action to repress the country's 
trade-union movement, despite i n i t i a l assurances of i t s commitment to respect 
basic r i g h t s . 

18. In F i j i , the s i t u a t i o n had deteriorated further with the is s u i n g of three 
decrees and a set of regulations i n October 1991, with the c l e a r intent of 
depriving the F i j i a n labour movement of i t s capacity and r i g h t to represent 
the i n t e r e s t s of i t s members. The decrees c l e a r l y v i o l a t e d e x p l i c i t 
understandings made by the F i j i a n a u t h o r i t i e s , following an ICFTU mission to 
the country i n October 1989, that trade-union r i g h t s would be f u l l y restored 
and that reviews of i n d u s t r i a l r e l a t i o n s laws and procedures would respect ILO 
standards. 

19. Ms. GUNSON (National Aboriginal and Islander Legal Services S e c r e t a r i a t ) 
said that the b r u t a l siege imposed by the Government of Papua New Guinea on 
the i s l a n d of Bougainville had resulted i n the death of 5 per cent of the 
population through lack of medical supplies, the destruction of thousands of 
v i l l a g e homes by the Papua New Guinea Defence Force, and the t o t a l destruction 
of a l l s o c i a l , economic and p o l i t i c a l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s . Her organization was 
concerned that, through i t s supply of arms, t r a i n i n g and i n t e l l i g e n c e to Papua 
New Guinea, A u s t r a l i a was an accomplice i n the human ri g h t s v i o l a t i o n s 
committed i n Bougainville. 
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20. The r e c e n t r e p o r t c o m p i l e d by the A u s t r a l i a n F e d e r a l P a r l i a m e n t ' s J o i n t 
Committee on F o r e i g n A f f a i r s , Defence and Trade c l e a r l y r e v e a l e d the 
u n d e r l y i n g causes of t h e t r a g i c human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n B o u g a i n v i l l e . I t 
p o i n t e d o u t t h a t the d i s c o v e r y of copper on B o u g a i n v i l l e i n t h e 1960s and 
development o f the Panguna mine had a l w a y s been accompanied by c o n t r o v e r s y and 
landowner r e s i s t a n c e . D i s s a t i s f a c t i o n and c o n f l i c t had c o n t i n u e d u n t i l 1988, 
when v i o l e n c e had a g a i n b r o k e n out and m i l i t a n t s had t a k e n c o n t r o l o f the 
p r o v i n c e a f t e r f o r c i n g the c l o s u r e of the mine. 

21. The r e p o r t s t r e s s e d t h a t B o u g a i n v i l l e had a l w a y s had o n l y tenuous 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h Papua New G u i n e a and t h a t the A u s t r a l i a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , had 
had no S5rmpathy f o r s e c e s s i o n i s t f e e l i n g s , w h i c h i t a t t e m p t e d t o s u p p r e s s 
because of t h e revenues from the mine. Her o r g a n i z a t i o n u r g e d t h e Commission 
to make Papua New G u i n e a aware of i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s under i n t e r n a t i o n a l law 
to p r o t e c t and promote human r i g h t s . 

22. She a l s o w i s h e d t o remind the Commission o f a f o r g o t t e n s i t u a t i o n o f 
human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n A c e h , a n o r t h e r n p r o v i n c e of I n d o n e s i a , whose 
p e o p l e l i v e d i n c o n s t a n t f e a r and where the d e a t h t o l l was e s t i m a t e d t o range 
from s e v e r a l hundred to 2,000. 

23. As f o r the s i t u a t i o n i n E a s t T imor, the i n t e r n a t i o n a l commimity had been 
j o l t e d by the t e l e v i s i o n p i c t u r e s of young c h i l d r e n , s t u d e n t s and women b e i n g 
gunned down by w e l l - a r m e d and d i s c i p l i n e d t r o o p s on 12 November 1991. That 
m a s s a c r e , was n o t an i s o l a t e d i n c i d e n t , however, b u t formed p a r t o f a p a t t e r n 
of o f f i c i a l l y s a n c t i o n e d v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t t h e p e o p l e of E a s t Timor o v e r the 
p r e v i o u s 16 y e a r s . I n f a c t , e y e w i t n e s s r e p o r t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t human r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s had s i n c e c o n t i n u e d u n a b a t e d . The a p p o i n t m e n t of a N a t i o n a l 
Commission of E n q u i r y was a p u b l i c i t y gimmick, aimed a t d e f u s i n g the g r o w i n g 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r e s s u r e on t h e b r u t a l m i l i t a r y regime i n I n d o n e s i a . 

24. She u r g e d the Commission t o r e c o g n i z e the g r o s s v i o l a t i o n s of human 
r i g h t s o c c u r r i n g d a i l y i n the r e g i o n c o n c e r n e d and t o t a k e a p p r o p r i a t e a c t i o n 
t o b r i n g p r e s s u r e t o b e a r on t h o s e r e s p o n s i b l e t o cease t h e i r a t r o c i t i e s , so 
t h a t the p e o p l e s of the r e g i o n c o u l d e n j o y the f u n d a m e n t a l human r i g h t s and 
d i g n i t y s e t f o r t h i n the C h a r t e r . 

25. Mr. VILLASMIL ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l U n i o n of Young C h r i s t i a n Democrats (UIJDC)) 
s a i d t h a t , more th a n one y e a r a f t e r the end o f the G u l f c o n f l i c t , t h e I r a q i 
regime showed a b s o l u t e l y no s i g n of r e c t i f y i n g i t s p o l i c y of r e p r e s s i o n . 
S e v e r a l i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s had c o n f i r m e d t h a t i t was t h e v e r y n a t u r e 
of the I r a q i S t a t e w h i c h made i t r e p r e s s i v e and inhuman. C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e r e 
c o u l d be no new i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r d e r n o r any g e n u i n e improvement i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s w h i l e Saddam H u s s e i n and h i s regime remained i n 
power. 

26. Saddam H u s s e i n had committed c r i m e s a g a i n s t p e a ce, war c r i m e s , c r i m e s 
a g a i n s t the e n v i r o n m e n t , and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , c r i m e s a g a i n s t m i l l i o n s of 
i n n n o c e n t I r a q i s , I r a n i a n s , Kurds and K u w a i t i s and a g a i n s t S h i ' i t e s from o t h e r 
c o u n t r i e s . I n f a c t , h i s regime had c o l d l y and c a l c u l a t e d l y s p i l l e d between 
6 and 8 m i l l i o n b a r r e l s of p e t r o l e u m i n t o t h e w a t e r s o f t h e G u l f , t h e r e b y 
p r o d u c i n g the w o r s t e n v i r o n m e n t a l d i s a s t e r i n t h e h i s t o r y o f mankind. 
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27. UIJDC w i s h e d t o draw p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n t o the p l i g h t o f young p e o p l e 
and c h i l d r e n i n I r a q , whose f u t u r e had been s e r i o u s l y j e o p a r d i z e d by the 
i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of Saddam H u s s e i n i n r e f u s i n g t o implement t h e r e l e v a n t 
r e s o l u t i o n s o f the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l w h i c h sought t o p r o v i d e h x j m a n i t a r i a n 
r e l i e f f o r t h e c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n . Indeed, s i n c e the end of t h e c o n f l i c t , 
i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y i n the c o xmtry had i n c r e a s e d by 360 p e r c e n t . Saddam H u s s e i n 
d e s e r v e d t o be put on t r i a l f o r h i s c r i m e s and UIJDC was c e r t a i n t h a t the 
C h a r t e r p r o v i d e d f o r s u c h a c t i o n . 

28. T u r n i n g t o Cuba, he s a i d t h a t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had been one o f the f i r s t 
t o denounce th e t o t a l i t a r i a n n a t u r e o f t h a t t r o p i c a l communist p a r a d i s e . As 
i n the c a s e of I r a q , the main problem l a y i n a l e g a l , s o c i a l , economic and 
p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n w h i c h d e n i e d the human p o t e n t i a l o f the Cuban p e o p l e . 
One of the most s e r i o u s c r i m e s had been the comprehensive i n d o c t r i n a t i o n i n 
M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m t o w h i c h Cuban y o u t h and c h i l d r e n were s u b j e c t e d . Young 
p e o p l e i n Cuba had no p r o s p e c t s f o r s o c i a l advancement o r s t u d i e s o u t s i d e the 
framework l a i d down by the Communist P a r t y . I n f o r m i n g and b e t r a y a l were 
p a t t e r n s of b e h a v i o u r encouraged by the system and i t was i m p o s s i b l e t o h o l d 
o r s p r e a d n o n - s o c i a l i s t v i e w s . 

29. I n 1991, the Government had i n t r o d u c e d a new form of r e p r e s s i o n known as 
" R a p i d Response B r i g a d e s " and " R a p i d A c t i o n Detachments" t o c o n t r o l t h o s e 
i n d i v i d u a l s who e x p r e s s e d d i s c o n t e n t m e n t w i t h the r e g i m e. M e a n w h i l e , i n b o t h 
s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l s and u n i v e r s i t i e s , i n d o c t r i n a t i o n and r e p r e s s i o n c o n t i n u e d . 

30. H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n t h e r e f o r e c a l l e d on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o 
d e f e n d t h e r i g h t o f the Cuban p e o p l e t o l i v e i n freedom and democracy under a 
Government f r e e l y e l e c t e d by t h e p e o p l e and w i t h p l u r a l i s t s t r u c t u r e s a t a l l 
l e v e l s of s o c i e t y . O n l y s u c h a regime c o u l d p e r m i t e v e r y young Cuban f r e e l y 
t o choose h i s o r h e r own d e s t i n y . 

31. Mr. LAU Shan-Ching ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e l l o w s h i p o f R e c o n c i l i a t i o n ) s a i d 
t h a t , i n v i e w of the many human r i g h t s abuses p r a c t i s e d by t h e Government o f 
C h i n a , the Commission had a r o l e t o p l a y i n e x a m i n i n g more c l o s e l y t h e human 
r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n t h a t c o u n t r y . 

32. He h i m s e l f had s u p p o r t e d the 1979-1981 Democracy Movement and, i n 
December 1981, had t r a v e l l e d from h i s home i n Hong Kong t o Guangzhou t o v i s i t 
t he f a m i l i e s of d i s s i d e n t s who had been a r r e s t e d n i n e months p r e v i o u s l y . A t 
Guangzhou, he had been a r r e s t e d by men i n c i v i l i a n c l o t h e s and d e t a i n e d 
w i t h o u t c h a r g e . E i g h t months l a t e r , he had been c h a r g e d w i t h " d o i n g 
propaganda f o r c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i v i t i e s " . 

33. A t h i s t r i a l i n F e b r u a r y 1983, he had been f o u n d g u i l t y and s e n t e n c e d t o 
the maximum p e r i o d of 10 y e a r s ' i mprisonment even though no e v i d e n c e had been 
b r o u g h t and he had d e n i e d a l l the c h a r g e s a g a i n s t him. P r i s o n c o n d i t i o n s , of 
w h i c h he gave d e t a i l s , d i d n o t meet the minimum i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a n d a r d s and he 
had been f r e q u e n t l y p u n i s h e d by s o l i t a r y c o n f i n e m e n t and h a v i n g t o wear l e g 
i r o n s , b ecause he had r e f u s e d t o c o n f e s s . He had d e c i d e d t o i n f o r m t h e 
Commission o f h i s e x p e r i e n c e , s i n c e t h e r e were few f o r m e r p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s 
i n a p o s i t i o n t o do s o . 
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34. H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a p p e a l e d t o the Government o f C h i n a t o l i v e up t o i t s 
o b l i g a t i o n s as a Member o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and t o m o d i f y i t s u n j u s t 
p r a c t i c e s . I t a l s o a p p e a l e d t o the Commission t o keep t h e s i t u a t i o n of 
j u s t i c e i n C h i n a under c l o s e r e v i e w . 

35. Ms. SANCHEZ ( L a t i n A m e r i c a n F e d e r a t i o n of A s s o c i a t i o n s of R e l a t i v e s of 
D i s a p p e a r e d D e t a i n e e s ) s a i d t h a t the r e p o r t on summary o r a r b i t r a r y e x e c u t i o n s 
(E/CN.4/1992/30) r e f l e c t e d the r e a l i t y o f many c o u n t r i e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
w o r l d . She c o n c u r r e d f u l l y w i t h the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r ' s f i n d i n g s t h a t 
a r b i t r a r y and simimary e x e c u t i o n s tended t o a f f e c t p e o p l e from a v a r i e t y of 
b a ckgrounds b u t who opposed the Government i n some way; t h a t t h e y were common 
i n t r o u b l e d r e g i o n s where human r i g h t s i n g e n e r a l were f l a g r a n t l y v i o l a t e d ; 
and t h a t t h e r e was a c l o s e c o r r e l a t i o n between simunary o r a r b i t r a r y e x e c u t i o n s 
and e n f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s and o t h e r v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s . 

36. I n E l S a l v a d o r , the M o t h e r s and R e l a t i v e s o f D i s a p p e a r e d D e t a i n e e s had 
welcomed the coming of peace b u t , even i n 1991 when the n e g o t i a t i o n s were 
t a k i n g p l a c e , human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s had c o n t i n u e d and, i n J a n u a r y 1992, f i v e 
summary e x e c u t i o n s , t h r e e d i s a p p e a r a n c e s and f o u r a b d u c t i o n s had been r e p o r t e d 
among o t h e r v i o l a t i o n s . 

37. I t was t o be hoped t h a t the f a t e of the 8,000 p e o p l e who had d i s a p p e a r e d 
and the 65,000 who had been murdered would be examined and t h a t t h e Law of 
N a t i o n a l R e c o n c i l i a t i o n would n o t mean i m p u n i t y f o r t h o s e g u i l t y o f human 
r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . A l t h o u g h the agreement r e a c h e d between the Government and 
the F r e n t e Farabundo M a r t i de Liberación N a c i o n a l (FMLN) under t h e a u s p i c e s o f 
the U n i t e d N a t i o n s was by no means p e r f e c t , i t was t o be hoped t h a t i t would 
be s u c c e s s f u l and n o t a r e p e t i t i o n of the Guatemalan e x p e r i e n c e of 1986. F o r 
t h a t r e a s o n , t h e s i t u a t i o n i n E l S a l v a d o r s h o u l d c o n t i n u e t o be c o n s i d e r e d 
under i t e m 12 o f the Commission's agenda w i t h a S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e f o r y e t 
a n o t h e r y e a r . 

38. I n C o l o m b i a i n 1991, t h e r e had been 180 d i s a p p e a r a n c e s , some summary 
e x e c u t i o n s and r e p o r t s of t o r t u r e . The I n t e r - A m e r i c a n Commission on Human 
R i g h t s had a d o p t e d r e s o l u t i o n s i n September 1991 d e c l a r i n g t h e Colombian S t a t e 
t o be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r c e r t a i n o f t h o s e d i s a p p e a r a n c e s and e x t r a j u d i c i a l 
e x e c u t i o n s . The Commission s h o u l d t a k e n o t e of t h a t s i t u a t i o n and encourage 
the d i a l o g u e t h a t had begun i n V e n e z u e l a between the Government o f C o l o m b i a 
and the C o o r d i n a d o r a G u e r r i l l e r a "Simón B o l i v a r " w i t h the aim o f p u t t i n g an 
end t o the v i o l e n c e and r e p r e s s i o n . 

39. The s i t u a t i o n o f the Cuban p e o p l e gave cause f o r c o n c e r n . The economic 
and t r a d e embargo imposed by the U n i t e d S t a t e s Government had had s e r i o u s 
c o nsequences, p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r c h i l d r e n and young p e o p l e . I t had a l s o harmed 
the economy of Cuba and v i o l a t e d p r i n c i p l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. Statements 
by i t s P r e s i d e n t i n d i c a t i n g t h a t Cuba would be p r e p a r e d t o e n t e r i n t o 
n e g o t i a t i o n s i f the U n i t e d S t a t e s Government was a l s o p r e p a r e d t o do so s h o u l d 
be t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t , and no e f f o r t s p a r e d t o f i n d a s o l u t i o n w h i c h would end 
the s u f f e r i n g of the Cuban p e o p l e . 

40. I n P e r u , the c l i m a t e of v i o l e n c e and r e p r e s s i o n c o n t i n u e d . F o r s e v e r a l 
y e a r s i t had been one o f the c o u n t r i e s w i t h the l a r g e s t nimiber of e n f o r c e d 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s and, u n t i l t h e r e was genuine p o l i t i c a l w i l l t o end i m p u n i t y . 
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human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s would c o n t i n u e i n the f u t u r e . As a P e r u v i a n g e n e r a l 
had s a i d , the s o l u t i o n t o the c o n f l i c t i n P e r u l a y n o t i n c o u n t e r - i n s u r g e n c y 
o p e r a t i o n s b u t i n r e s o l v i n g the s o c i a l and economic problems f a c i n g the 
P e r u v i a n p e o p l e . 

41. Ms. de MARTINEZ ( L a t i n A m e r i c a n F e d e r a t i o n of A s s o c i a t i o n s of R e l a t i v e s 
of D i s a p p e a r e d D e t a i n e e s ) s a i d t h a t the s o c i a l , economic and p o l i t i c a l 
c o n d i t i o n s i n M e x i c o had g i v e n r i s e t o p o p u l a r o p p o s i t i o n movements w h i c h had 
met w i t h r e p r e s s i o n from the Government. In r e c e n t y e a r s t h e r e had been 
hundreds o f a s s a s s i n a t i o n s and o v e r 800 d i s a p p e a r a n c e s . Amnesty 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l , i n i t s r e p o r t on M e x i c o p u b l i s h e d i n 1991, c o n f i r m e d t h a t 
t o r t u r e was i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d i n t h a t c o u n t r y . Hundreds of p e o p l e , f o r the 
most p a r t i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e and p e a s a n t s , had been i m p r i s o n e d f o r p o l i t i c a l 
r e a s o n s . 

42. Ms. GARCIA ( L a t i n A m e r i c a n F e d e r a t i o n of A s s o c i a t i o n s o f R e l a t i v e s of 
D i s a p p e a r e d D e t a i n e e s ) s a i d t h a t , one y e a r a f t e r P r e s i d e n t S e r r a n o of 
Guatemala had p r o m i s e d t o s e t up an i n v e s t i g a t i v e c o m m i s s i o n , n o t h i n g had y e t 
been o r g a n i z e d . D u r i n g 1991, 838 e x t r a j u d i c i a l k i l l i n g s and 
162 d i s a p p e a r a n c e s had been r e p o r t e d . S i n c e 11 F e b r u a r y 1992, w h i l e the 
Commission had been s i t t i n g , 69 e x t r a j u d i c i a l e x e c u t i o n s and 7 e n f o r c e d 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s had been r e p o r t e d . 

43. That was i n d e e d a m a t t e r of c o n c e r n i n v i e w o f the f a c t t h a t the 
Guatemalan p o l i c e f o r c e r e c e i v e d t r a i n i n g from V e n e z u e l a , S p a i n , t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s and C h i l e . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had g i v e n 
P r e s i d e n t S e r r a n o a y e a r i n w h i c h t o put an end t o human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . 
S i n c e t h a t had n o t been done, the Commission s h o u l d examine the s i t u a t i o n i n 
Guatemala under i t s agenda i t e m 12 and a p p o i n t a s p e c i a l r a p p o r t e u r f o r t h a t 
p u r p o s e . 

44. Mr. MAS CANOSA ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f E d u c a t o r s f o r W o r l d Peace) 
s a i d t h a t he was g r a t e f u l f o r the o p p o r t u n i t y t o speak i n d e f e n c e o f human 
r i g h t s , a r i g h t d e n i e d him by the Government o f Cuba. That Government 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y v i o l a t e d a l l the human r i g h t s c o n t a i n e d i n t h e U n i v e r s a l 
D e c l a r a t i o n of Hviman R i g h t s , as had been p r o v e d by the p r i s o n s e n t e n c e s handed 
down t o D a n i e l and Tomas A z p i l l a g a Lombard, who had convened a p e a c e f u l 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n t o demand the r e l e a s e of Cuban p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s . 

45. L i k e w i s e , A n g e l a H e r r e r a had been p e r s e c u t e d f o r b e i n g b l a c k and f o r 
b e i n g a r e s p e c t e d l e a d e r of the d e m o c r a t i c o p p o s i t i o n movement w i t h i n Cuba. 
On 6 J a n u a r y 1991, 21 l e a d e r s of the Cuban D e m o c r a t i c C o a l i t i o n had been 
a r r e s t e d . Cuban p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s were i n danger o f b e i n g s h o t w i t h o u t 
t r i a l , were m i s t r e a t e d i n p r i s o n and, when r e l e a s e d from p r i s o n , f o r b i d d e n t o 
l e a v e the i s l a n d . 

46. The r i g h t t o a l i f e w i t h o u t f e a r d i d n o t e x i s t i n Cuba. The mere 
e x p r e s s i o n of d i s c o n t e n t was c o l l e c t i v e l y p u n i s h e d i n t h a t f a m i l y members l o s t 
t h e i r j o b s , c h i l d r e n were e x p e l l e d from s c h o o l , and t h e f a m i l y l o s t i t s r a t i o n 
b ooks. The i s o l a t i o n o f c i t i z e n s from s o c i e t y was one o f t h e most o b n o x i o u s 
and c r u e l ways of t r e a t i n g a human b e i n g . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h a t was the way o f 
l i f e f o r the p e o p l e of Cuba. Many of them had been i m p r i s o n e d s i n c e t h e y had 
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t o l d t he t r u t h t o U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n Havana. The p e o p l e o f 
Cuba hoped t h a t the new w o r l d o r d e r and the new united N a t i o n s w o u l d be i n 
k e e p i n g w i t h t h e C h a r t e r , w h i c h r e a f f i r m e d f a i t h i n f u n d a m e n t a l human r i g h t s 
and i n the d i g n i t y and w o r t h o f the human p e r s o n . 

47. Mr. MARKIDES ( C y p r u s ) s a i d t h a t the R e p u b l i c o f Cyprus and i t s p e o p l e had 
been s u f f e r i n g s i n c e the m i l i t a r y i n v a s i o n b y Tu r k e y i n 1974, w h i c h had l e d t o 
the o c c u p a t i o n o f 37 p e r c e n t o f i t s t e r r i t o r y b y t h e armed f o r c e s o f T u r k e y . 
Greek C y p r i o t e who had been d e p r i v e d a t t h a t t i m e o f t h e i r homes and 
p r o p e r t i e s , were s t i l l p r e v e n t e d from r e t u r n i n g t o them. There had been a 
c o n c e r t e d e f f o r t i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y t o change t h e demographic b a l a n c e 
by means o f a l a r g e - s c a l e t r a n s f e r o f s e t t l e r s f rom T u r k e y . 

48. The f a c t t h a t t h e s i t u a t i o n was once a g a i n b e i n g d e b a t e d i n t h e 
Commission on Hvunan R i g h t s was a sad commentary on the i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f 
r e g i o n a l and g l o b a l mechanisms f o r the p r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s . The 
Commission n o t o n l y had the d u t y t o keep i t s e l f i n f o r m e d o f t h e s i t u a t i o n o f 
the himian r i g h t s and f u n d a m e n t a l freedoms o f the p e o p l e o f Cyprus b u t a l s o the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o t a k e a p p r o p r i a t e a c t i o n . 

49. W h i l e the Commission c o u l d be h e l p f u l i n s e e k i n g s o l u t i o n s t o t h e 
p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s i n v o l v e d , t h e a s s e r t i o n t h a t p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n s were the 
o n l y answer t o q u e s t i o n s o f human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s would be tantamount t o a 
n e g a t i o n o f t h e organ's v e r y r a i s o n d ' e t r e . No p o l i t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s h o u l d 
p r e v e n t r e s t o r a t i o n o f an i n d i v i d u a l ' s human r i g h t s and f u n d a m e n t a l freedoms. 

50. D e s p i t e e n c o u r a g i n g s i g n s r e p o r t e d by t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l who had been t o A n k a r a , A t h e n s and N i c o s i a i n 
a t t e m p t s t o reopen n e g o t i a t i o n s on t h e q u e s t i o n o f C y p r u s , t h o s e hopes had 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y been dashed by t h e n e g a t i v e s t a n c e t a k e n by T u r k e y . The 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l had s u b s e q u e n t l y a d o p t e d u n a n i m o u s l y r e s o l u t i o n 716/91, the 
l a t e s t e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's d e s i r e t o see a n e g o t i a t e d 
s e t t l e m e n t o f the Cyprus p r o b l e m b a s e d on the maintenance o f a s i n g l e 
i n d e p e n d e n t and s o v e r e i g n S t a t e i n C y p r u s . I t remained t o be seen whether t h e 
f o r t h c o m i n g v i s i t o f t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o A n k a r a would 
encourage T u r k e y t o a g r e e t o r e s t a r t t h e n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

51. M e a n w h i l e , i n the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r y o f C y p r u s , t h e o c c u p y i n g Power had 
s t a r t e d t o d i s t r i b u t e i l l e g a l l y s o - c a l l e d d e f i n i t i v e t i t l e s t o t h e p r o p e r t i e s 
of Greek C y p r i o t s who had been f o r c e d from t h e i r homes i n 1974. There were 
more T u r k i s h s e t t l e r s and s o l d i e r s t h a n T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s i n t h e o c c u p i e d a r e a 
and i n d e e d T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s were b e i n g d r i v e n t o e m i g r a t e i n t h e i r thousands 
because o f t h e o p p r e s s i o n by t h e s e t t l e r s and t h e T u r k i s h army. Those 
c a t a s t r o p h i c developments p r o v e d T u r k e y ' s r e a l i n t e n t i o n s , t h a t i t had i n v a d e d 
Cyprus w i t h t h e i n t e n t i o n o f s t a y i n g . 

52. A n o t h e r t r a g i c a s p e c t o f the c o n t i n u i n g human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n Cyprus 
was t h e case o f t h e e n c l a v e d p e r s o n s i n the o c c u p i e d a r e a who, due t o 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , harassment and o p p r e s s i o n by the o c c u p a t i o n f o r c e s , had 
g r a d u a l l y been f o r c e d o u t of t h e i r a n c e s t r a l homes. I n r e c e n t y e a r s , a g r e a t 
number of g r a v e and o f t e n v i o l e n t a c t s a g a i n s t e n c l a v e d Greek C y p r i o t s had 
been r e p o r t e d . 
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53. The t r a g i c q u e s t i o n o f m i s s i n g p e r s o n s has n o t y e t been d e a l t w i t h i n a 
s a t i s f a c t o r y way. The Government of Cyprus had a l w a y s been i n f a v o u r of the 
e f f e c t i v e f u n c t i o n i n g of the Committee on M i s s i n g P e r s o n s , e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1981 
t o i n v e s t i g a t e the f a t e of t h o s e m i s s i n g and p r o v i d e c o n v i n c i n g i n f o r m a t i o n t o 
t h e i r f a m i l i e s and r e l a t i v e s . 

54. In c o n c l u s i o n , he s t r e s s e d t h a t a s o l u t i o n t o the Cyprus p r o b l e m was 
f e a s i b l e . A l l t h a t was needed was f o r the T u r k i s h s i d e t o a c c e p t b a s i c himian 
r i g h t s and d e m o c r a t i c r u l e . F o l l o w i n g the developments i n Europe and 
e l s e w h e r e i t was b o t h t r a g i c and a n a c h r o n i s t i c t h a t T u r k i s h t r o o p s s h o u l d be 
s t i l l i n Cyprus and t h a t the p e o p l e of Cyprus s h o u l d be d i s p o s s e s s e d of t h e i r 
homes and p r o p e r t i e s and f a c e b a r r i e r s t o the f r e e e x e r c i s e o f t h e i r r i g h t s of 
movement and s e t t l e m e n t . 

55. Long-term a m i t y , peace and s t a b i l i t y c o u l d be b a s e d on a f e d e r a l 
s e t t l e m e n t founded on a p h i l o s o p h y of u n i t y , n o t d i v i s i o n . A l l U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
r e s o l u t i o n s on Cyprus promoted t h a t p h i l o s o p h y and t h e y s h o u l d be f u l l y 
r e s p e c t e d and implemented. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l commtmity had r e c e n t l y 
u n e q u i v o c a l l y d e c l a r e d i t s w i l l t h a t the new w o r l d o r d e r s h o u l d be b a s e d on 
r e s p e c t f o r the r u l e of law and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , the mandatory U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
r e s o l u t i o n s . That was, i n d e e d , a message of hope f o r the p e o p l e of C y p r u s . 

56. Mr. NZEYIMANA ( B u r u n d i ) s a i d t h a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had r e a c h e d 
a consensus on the c o n d i t i o n s e s s e n t i a l f o r the r e s t o r a t i o n o f human r i g h t s i n 
C y p r u s , t h r o u g h v a r i o u s r e s o l u t i o n s a d o p t e d by the G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y , the 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l and the Commission on Human R i g h t s . F u r t h e r m o r e , i n 1977 
and 1979, t h e l e a d e r s o f the two communities i n Cyprus had r e a c h e d an 
agreement t o e s t a b l i s h a f e d e r a l regime f o r the two c o m m u n i t i e s . 

57. Those two f a c t s showed t h a t t h e r e was a s e r i o u s b a s i s f o r n e g o t i a t i o n s 
between the p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d w i t h a v i e w t o f i n d i n g a d e f i n i t i v e s o l u t i o n t o 
the q u e s t i o n o f C y p r u s . The s i t u a t i o n t h e r e f o r e had n o t r e a c h e d an impasse. 
However, i t was time t o move f o r w a r d . The S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l had renewed t h e 
mandate o f the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o o r g a n i z e an i n t e r n a t i o n a l h i g h - l e v e l 
m e e t i n g a t w h i c h n e g o t i a t i o n s would t a k e p l a c e . W i t h o u t b e i n g o v e r l y 
p e s s i m i s t i c , he t h ought i t u n l i k e l y t h a t the n e g o t i a t i o n s w o u l d have been 
e n t i r e l y s u c c e s s f u l by the time the Commission met a g a i n . C o n s e q u e n t l y , h i s 
d e l e g a t i o n was of the o p i n i o n t h a t the q u e s t i o n of Cyprus s h o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d 
once more by the Commission a t i t s f o r t y - n i n t h s e s s i o n . 

58. Mr. NOVILLO SARAVIA ( A r g e n t i n a ) s a i d t h a t , a t a t i m e when th e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community was b e g i n n i n g t o r e s o l v e many c o n f l i c t s t h a t had l o n g 
d i v i d e d v a r i o u s p e o p l e s , t h e q u e s t i o n of Cyprus must n o t be a l l o w e d t o remain 
w i t h o u t a r a p i d and l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n . Such a s o l u t i o n s h o u l d be b a s e d on 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w , i n p a r t i c u l a r the p r o v i s i o n s of the main i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Ьглтап r i g h t s i n s t r u m e n t s , and h i s d e l e g a t i o n r e i t e r a t e d i t s s u p p o r t f o r the 
g o o d - o f f i c e s m i s s i o n c a r r i e d out by the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l w i t h a v i e w t o the 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s on the q u e s t i o n . 

59. As s t a t e d i n Commission r e s o l t u i o n s 1987/50, i t was e s s e n t i a l t h a t a l l 
the human r i g h t s of the p o p u l a t i o n of C y p r u s , i n p a r t i c u l a r t h o s e o f t h e 
r e f u g e e s , s h o u l d be f u l l y r e s t o r e d . I n h i s d e l e g a t i o n ' s v i e w , a t t e m p t s t o 
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s e t t l e i n the Varosha area were i l l e g a l and should cease forthwith. Freedom 
of movement and freedom of property i n the en t i r e i s l a n d should also be 
respected. 

60. With regard to the report of the Secretary-General on the question 
(E/CN.4/1992/25), his delegation could not but share the view that the 
sol u t i o n to the problem had to be found i n the f u l l acceptance by both Greek 
Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots that Cyprus was t h e i r common home. The 
Secretary-General's good-offices mission should be continued u n t i l the parties 
to the c o n f l i c t were convinced of the need to l i v e i n peace. 

61. His delegation agreed that the status quo could not continue and 
hoped that the serie s of talks held at Ankara i n August 1991 would form the 
basis f o r a h i g h - l e v e l i n t e r n a t i o n a l meeting presided over by the 
Secretary-General, with the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the two Cypriot communities and 
representatives of Greece and Turkey within the context of Security Council 
resolutions 649 (1990) and 716 (1991). 

62. Mr. JAZIC (Yugoslavia) said that, despite the mamerous resolutions on 
Cyprus adopted by United Nations organs and despite the e f f o r t s of the 
Secretary-General and his good-offices mission to f i n d a v i a b l e and l a s t i n g 
s o l u t i o n to the Cyprus problem, no progress had yet been made i n the human 
rig h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Cyprus. 

63. At various meetings of the non-aligned countries positions had been 
adopted which r e f l e c t e d the United Nations resolutions on Cyprus, s t r e s s i n g 
that the fundamental p r i n c i p l e s of the settlement were the sovereignty, 
independence, t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y and non-alignment of the Republic of 
Cyprus. The well-being and se c u r i t y of the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot 
communities would need to be ensured i n a bi-communal and bicameral 
federation. The withdrawal of a l l occupation forces and s e t t l e r s , the 
voluntary return of the refugees to t h e i r homes and respect f o r the human 
rig h t s and fundamental freedoms of a l l Cypriots were the e s s e n t i a l p r i o r i t i e s 
i n seeking a so l u t i o n to the Cyprus problem based on d i r e c t dialogue between 
the two commtinities. 

64. The contact group of the non-aligned countries on Cyprus would continue 
to support the intercommiinal talks and the e f f o r t s of the Secretary-General to 
achieve a negotiated settlement. For i t s part, the Commission on Human Rights 
should continue to i n s i s t on the f u l l r e s t o r a t i o n of a l l the human rights of 
the population of the i s l a n d . 

65. Mr. GATAN (P h i l i p p i n e s ) said that his delegation welcomed the 
Secretary-General's r e a f f i r m a t i o n i n his report on his mission of good o f f i c e s 
i n Cyprus (E/CN.4/1992/25) that progress had been made i n preparing a set of 
ideas f o r an o v e r a l l framework agreement. It therefore joined i n the appeal 
that the Secretary-General be given the necessary support to f a c i l i t a t e the 
achievement of such an agreement, taking into account the p l i g h t of the 
displaced persons and appropriate t e r r i t o r i a l adjustments. 

66. The Commission had contributed towards the safeguarding and re s t o r a t i o n 
of human ri g h t s and fundamental freedoms of a l l Cypriots, by measures such as 
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the a d o p t i o n o f c a r e f u l l y d r a f t e d r e s o l u t i o n s . H i s d e l e g a t i o n a l s o j o i n e d i n 
the a p p e a l t o a l l the p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d t o e x p r e s s f r e e l y t h e i r g e n u i n e d e s i r e 
f o r l a s t i n g p e a c e, harmony and a c c e l e r a t e d development i n C y p r u s . 

67. Mr. MBARUSHIMANA ( O b s e r v e r f o r Rwanda) s a i d t h a t human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s 
were p a r t i c u l a r l y f l a g r a n t i n a r e a s where a n a c h r o n i s t i c p r a c t i c e s s u c h as 
a p a r t h e i d , r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , the s y s t e m a t i c d e n i a l of the r i g h t of 
p e o p l e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , f o r e i g n i n t e r f e r e n c e i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s 
o f S t a t e s and armed a g g r e s s i o n c o n t i n u e d t o e x i s t . I n t h a t c o n t e x t , h i s 
d e l e g a t i o n w i s h e d t o r e a f f i r m h i s Government's f i r m d e d i c a t i o n t o the 
p r i n c i p l e s of the C h a r t e r of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and of the O r g a n i z a t i o n of 
A f r i c a n U n i t y . I t had been amply d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t n o n - r e s p e c t f o r t h o s e 
u n i v e r s a l l y r e c o g n i z e d p r i n c i p l e s n o t o n l y caused c o n f l i c t and t e n s i o n b u t 
a l s o l e d t o s e r i o u s a t t a c k s on human r i g h t s and f u n d a m e n t a l freedoms. As the 
s t a t e m e n t s made by t h e Rwandese M i n i s t e r f o r J u s t i c e and h i m s e l f had p r o v e d , 
h i s Government was d e t e r m i n e d t o do e v e r y t h i n g p o s s i b l e t o e n s u r e t h a t the 
Rwandese p e o p l e f u l l y e n j o y e d a l l the r i g h t s and freedoms s e t f o r t h i n t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l B i l l o f Human R i g h t s . 

68. However, he w i s h e d t o p o i n t out t h a t h i s Government's good i n t e n t i o n s 
were s e r i o u s l y compromised by m a s s i v e v i o l a t i o n s of h i s p e o p l e ' s human r i g h t s 
and f u n d a m e n t a l freedoms as a r e s u l t of the a g g r e s s i o n from Uganda t o w h i c h 
h i s c o u n t r y had been s u b j e c t e d s i n c e 1 O c t o b e r 1990. I t was v e r y s t r a n g e t h a t 
no o r g a n i z a t i o n c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e d e f e n c e of human r i g h t s had condemned the 
numerous a t t a c k s committed a g a i n s t the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n o f n o r t h e r n Rwanda. 

69. As i n d i c a t e d by the M i n i s t e r o f J u s t i c e , t h o s e v i o l a t i o n s f e l l i n t o 
two c a t e g o r i e s : the murder and k i d n a p p i n g of c i v i l i a n s and e n f o r c e d 
r e c r u i t m e n t t o the FPR. On the o c c a s i o n s of t h e i r numerous a t t a c k s , the 
a g g r e s s o r s had m a s sacred more t h a n 1,600 c i v i l i a n s , many o f them women, 
c h i l d r e n and e l d e r l y p e r s o n s , and had d r i v e n more th a n 120,000 p e r s o n s from 
t h e i r homes. They had f o r c i b l y e n r o l l e d i n t h e i r r a n k s n o t o n l y k i d n a p p e d 
a d u l t s b u t a l s o c h i l d r e n t a k e n from the s c h o o l s , and had used s u c h p e r s o n s 
as human s h i e l d s . 

70. I n c o n c l u s i o n , he renewed the w i s h e x p r e s s e d by t h e M i n i s t e r o f J u s t i c e 
t h a t a l l the b o d i e s c o n c e r n e d w i t h the d e f e n c e of human r i g h t s w o u l d condemn 
the a t t a c k s committed by t h e a g g r e s s o r s a g a i n s t the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n . I f 
the FPR was n o t w i l l i n g t o r e s p e c t the c e a s e - f i r e s i g n e d on 29 March 1991 i n 
Z a i r e , i t s h o u l d a t v e r y l e a s t r e s p e c t the Geneva C o n v e n t i o n s . 

71. Mr. DUHS ( O b s e r v e r f o r Sweden) s a i d t h a t he w i s h e d t o comment b r i e f l y 
on the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n some of the c o u n t r i e s d e a l t w i t h by s p e c i a l 
r a p p o r t e u r s o r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s under agenda i t e m 12. 

72. N o t i n g t h a t t h e S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e on t h e s i t u a t i o n of human r i g h t s 
i n Cuba had been s e r i o u s l y hampered i n c a r r y i n g o u t h i s mandate by the 
d e c i s i o n o f the Government of t h a t c o u n t r y n o t t o c o o p e r a t e w i t h him, he s a i d 
t h a t h i s d e l e g a t i o n was p e r t u r b e d by the r e p o r t e d p e r s e c u t i o n o f d i s s i d e n t s 
and opponents of t h e Government. 

73. The S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r on the s i t u a t i o n o f Ьглтап r i g h t s i n I r a q p r e s e n t e d 
a g r i m p i c t u r e o f w i d e s p r e a d hviman r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g summary 
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e x e c u t i o n s , t o r t u r e , f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s and d e t e n t i o n on p o l i t i c a l 
g r o u n d s . H i s d e l e g a t i o n was s t i l l c o n c e r n e d a t the u n s a t i s f a c t o r y a c c o u n t o f 
the f a t e o f p e r s o n s from K u w a i t who had been m i s s i n g s i n c e t h e G u l f c o n f l i c t . 
I t s u p p o r t e d the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r ' s recommendation t h a t s t e p s s h o u l d be 
t a k e n t o improve the himian r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g h i s p r o p o s a l t o send 
a team of human r i g h t s m o n i t o r s t o t h a t c o u n t r y . 

74. W i t h r e g a r d t o the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n I r a n , the S p e c i a l 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e had drawn a t t e n t i o n t o the h i g h number o f e x e c u t i o n s , w h i c h 
c o n t i n u e d t o exceed the narrow l i m i t s a l l o w e d under the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant 
on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s . He had a l s o r e f e r r e d t o i l l - t r e a t m e n t and 
t o r t u r e , d e n i a l o f f a i r t r i a l s f o r d e t a i n e d p e r s o n s , and r e s t r i c t i o n s on the 
freedom o f the p r e s s and freedom o f a s s o c i a t i o n . R e p o r t s o f d i s c r i m i n a t o r y 
t r e a t m e n t o f p e r s o n s because o f t h e i r r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the 
case o f the B a h a ' i s , a l s o c o n t i n u e d t o r e a c h d e l e g a t i o n s . 

75. The human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n each o f t h o s e c o u n t r i e s w a r r a n t e d the 
e x t e n s i o n o f t h e mandate of the r e s p e c t i v e s p e c i a l r a p p o r t e u r s so t h a t 
the Commission c o u l d c o n t i n u e t o m o n i t o r developments c l o s e l y and t o make 
a p p r o p r i a t e recommendations. 

76. Over the p a s t two y e a r s , the Romanian Government had c o o p e r a t e d w i t h 
the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r i n a p o s i t i v e and c o n s t r u c t i v e s p i r i t and, i n h i s 
r e p o r t (E/CN.4/1991/28), the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r n o t e d t h a t r e s p e c t f o r human 
r i g h t s i n Romania c o n t i n u e d t o improve. H i s own d e l e g a t i o n b e l i e v e d , however, 
t h a t the Commission s h o u l d c o n t i n u e t o m o n i t o r the s i t u a t i o n i n Romania, 
a l t h o u g h a s p e c i a l r a p p o r t e u r m i ght no l o n g e r be n e c e s s a r y . 

77. H i s d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the g e n e r a l d i r e c t i o n o f developments i n the a r e a 
o f human r i g h t s and d e m o c r a t i c freedoms i n the f o r m e r S o v i e t U n i o n , i n c l u d i n g 
the R u s s i a n F e d e r a t i o n . Of c r u c i a l i m p o r t a n c e a t t h a t s t a g e was the e f f e c t i v e 
t r a n s l a t i o n o f p o l i c y d e c i s i o n s i n t o p r a c t i c a l a c t i o n by a l l o f f i c i a l s and 
m i l i t a r y who d e a l t w i t h the average c i t i z e n on a d a i l y b a s i s . 

78. The human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Myanmar (Burma) remained s e r i o u s . 
He r e c a l l e d t h a t , a t t h e f o r t y - s i x t h s e s s i o n o f t h e G e n e r a l Assembly h i s 
d e l e g a t i o n had s u b m i t t e d a r e s o l u t i o n w h i c h , i n t e r a l i a , e x p r e s s e d c o n c e r n a t 
the i n f o r m a t i o n on the s e r i o u s human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n t h e r e and s t r e s s e d t h e 
need f o r an e a r l y improvement. He n o t e d t h a t , a t the Commission's c u r r e n t 
s e s s i o n , the d e l e g a t i o n o f F r a n c e had s u b m i t t e d a d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n on the 
s i t u a t i o n i n Myanmar w h i c h s u g g e s t e d the appointment o f a s p e c i a l r a p p o r t e u r . 
The Swedish d e l e g a t i o n s u p p o r t e d t h a t i n i t i a t i v e . 

79. H i s Government c o n t i n u e d t o be con c e r n e d a t the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n 
C h i n a , where no v i s i b l e improvement of any s u b s t a n c e had o c c u r r e d s i n c e the 
Commission's p r e v i o u s s e s s i o n . In t h a t r e g a r d , he r e f e r r e d t o d e t e n t i o n s f o r 
p o l i t i c a l r e a s o n s and the absence o f due p r o c e s s w i t h w i d e s p r e a d use of the 
d e a t h p e n a l t y . H i s Government's c o n c e r n a l s o e xtended t o t h e autonomous 
r e g i o n o f T i b e t , where human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s took on a s p e c i a l d i m e n s i o n 
because o f e t h n i c , c u l t u r a l and r e l i g i o u s f a c t o r s . On the b a s i s o f r e c e n t 
r e p o r t s , i t would seem t h a t r e p r e s s i o n was c e n t r e d on monks, nuns and l a y 
T i b e t a n s who p e a c e f u l l y e x p r e s s e d t h e i r p o l i t i c a l b e l i e f s . Many of them had 
been t o r t u r e d and i l l - t r e a t e d i n d e t e n t i o n , p r a c t i c e s w h i c h he u r g e d the 
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C h i n e s e Government t o d i s c o n t i n u e . The human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n T i b e t s h o u l d 
be c l o s e l y m o n i t o r e d by the Commission. H i s d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the C h i n e s e 
Government's w i l l i n g n e s s t o r e s p o n d p o s i t i v e l y t o r e q u e s t s f o r f a c t - f i n d i n g 
v i s i t s and i n t e r p r e t e d t h a t w i l l i n g n e s s as a r e c o g n i t i o n o f the f a c t t h a t 
human r i g h t s were a l e g i t i m a t e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n c e r n . 

80. H i s Government condemned the b r u t a l a t t a c k s r e c e n t l y committed by the 
I n d o n e s i a n armed f o r c e s a g a i n s t c i v i l i a n s i n E a s t Timor. W h i l e welcoming the 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n and r e p o r t by the Government o f I n d o n e s i a , i t s t r e s s e d t h a t 
t h o s e r e s p o n s i b l e must be b r o u g h t t o t r i a l w i t h o u t d e l a y . I t encouraged the 
r e s u m p t i o n o f a d i a l o g u e between P o r t u g a l and I n d o n e s i a under U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
a u s p i c e s . 

81. D e s p i t e the new p o l i c i e s and d e c i s i o n s a d o p t e d by the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f 
P r e s i d e n t S e r r a n o o f Guatemala, the himian r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n t h a t c o u n t r y 
c o n t i n u e d t o be of c o n c e r n . U n t i l t a n g i b l e r e s u l t s c o u l d be o b s e r v e d on the 
ground i n Guatemala, h i s d e l e g a t i o n b e l i e v e d t h a t the s i t u a t i o n s h o u l d 
c o n t i n u e t o be m o n i t o r e d by the Commission under agenda i t e m 12. 

82. I n H a i t i , r e p r e s s i o n and s y s t e m a t i c v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s had become 
the o r d e r o f the day s i n c e the o v e r t h r o w o f the l a w f u l l y e l e c t e d P r e s i d e n t and 
h i s Government. I t was e s s e n t i a l t h a t t h e Commission s h o u l d pay c l o s e 
a t t e n t i o n t o developments i n t h a t c o u n t r y . 

83. H i s d e l e g a t i o n had a l r e a d y , under o t h e r agenda i t e m s , e x p r e s s e d i t s 
c o n c e r n a t the hiaman r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n So u t h A f r i c a and the t e r r i t o r i e s 
o c c u p i e d by I s r a e l . 

84. H i s Government remained c o n c e r n e d a t t h e s i t u a t i o n o f human r i g h t s i n 
V i e t Nam, and e x p e c t e d the Vi e t n a m e s e Government t o t a k e s t e p s t o remedy i t . 

85. D i f f i c u l t i n t e r n a l problems c o n f r o n t e d many c o u n t r i e s on t h e A f r i c a n 
c o n t i n e n t , s u c h as S o m a l i a , L i b e r i a and Z a i r e . H i s Government was a l s o 
f o l l o w i n g w i t h i n c r e a s i n g c o n c e r n the s i t u a t i o n o f human r i g h t s i n t h e Sudan. 

86. Mr. KERKINOS ( G r e e c e ) s a i d t h a t , s i n c e t h e T u r k i s h i n v a s i o n o f 1974, 
Cyprus - an i n d e p e n d e n t , s o v e r e i g n , d e m o c r a t i c and n o n - a l i g n e d c o u n t r y - had 
been o c c u p i e d as f a r as a c o n s i d e r a b l e p a r t o f i t s t e r r i t o r y was c o n c e r n e d and 
the C y p r i o t p e o p l e c o n t i n u e d t o be s u b j e c t e d t o m a s s i v e v i o l a t i o n s o f human 
r i g h t s and f u n d a m e n t a l freedoms. No c a l l by the C o u n c i l o f E u r o p e , t h e 
European P a r l i a m e n t , t h e n o n - a l i g n e d movement o r the U n i t e d N a t i o n s had met 
w i t h any s i g n o f a c c e p t a n c e by the T u r k i s h s i d e . The 200,000 Greek C y p r i o t e 
o u s t e d from t h e i r houses and p r o p e r t y were s t i l l d e n i e d t h e r i g h t t o r e t u r n 
home. 

87. Lack o f c o o p e r a t i o n by t h e T u r k i s h s i d e had meant t h a t n o t a s i n g l e case 
of the 1,619 m i s s i n g p e r s o n s had e v e r been c l a r i f i e d , d e s p i t e t h e r e l e v a n t 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e s o l u t i o n s . F u r t h e r m o r e , a l l k i n d s o f methods had been used 
w i t h a v i e w t o s e p a r a t i n g the i s l a n d o f Cyprus from i t s H e l l e n i c a n c e s t r y . 
E i g h t y t housand c o l o n i s t s had been b r o u g h t i n from A n a t o l i a t o be added t o 
the 3 5 , 0 0 0 - s t r o n g T u r k i s h army s i n c e the 1974 i n v a s i o n . As a r e s u l t , t he 
T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s t h e m s e l v e s had been o b l i g e d t o e m i g r a t e i n t h e i r t h o u s a n d s . 
The g o a l o f the T u r k i s h i n v a s i o n was t o expunge from Cyprus any Greek p r o f i l e . 
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88. The s t a t u s quo f o r Cyprus was u n t e n a b l e . I f e f f o r t s were t o be made t o 
a c h i e v e a new, more p e a c e f u l and more r i g h t e o u s w o r l d , t r a n s g r e s s i o n s c o u l d 
n o t be denounced s e l e c t i v e l y . The members o f the Commission had t o r e d e d i c a t e 
t h e m s e l v e s t o r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s and f o r the r u l e o f law. H i s own 
c o u n t r y f u l l y s u p p o r t e d the g o o d - o f f i c e s m i s s i o n o f the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l and 
hoped t h a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s w o u l d f i n a l l y persuade T u r k e y t o a b i d e by 
what was b o t h l e g a l and m o r a l . The i n d e p e n d e n c e , t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y and 
u n i t y o f Cyprus must be r e s t o r e d so t h a t i t s p e o p l e c o u l d l i v e i n freedom and 
s e c u r i t y . Greek and T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s a l i k e d e s e r v e d no l e s s t h a n what was 
p r e s c r i b e d by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s s t a n d a r d s and i n s t r u m e n t s . 

89. Mr. HJELDE ( O b s e r v e r f o r Norway) s a i d t h a t the r e m a r k a b l e s t a t e m e n t by 
the M i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s o f the R u s s i a n F e d e r a t i o n i n the Commission 
on 12 F e b r u a r y 1992 had been a t r i b u t e and t e s t i m o n y t o the i n d i s p e n s a b l e r o l e 
o f human r i g h t s d e f e n d e r s i n a l l p a r t s o f t h e w o r l d . 

90. I n h i s d e l e g a t i o n ' s v i e w , t h e r e were t h r e e a r e a s w h i c h c u r r e n t l y 
d e s e r v e d p r i o r i t y a t t e n t i o n by the Commission. F i r s t , t h e r e was a need 
f o r more adequate m a c h i n e r y f o r the p r o t e c t i o n o f hiiman r i g h t s i n emergency 
s i t u a t i o n s . H i s d e l e g a t i o n t h e r e f o r e s u p p o r t e d the t h r u s t o f the p r o p o s a l 
by the Government o f A u s t r i a a l o n g t h o s e l i n e s . S e c o n d l y , t h e r e was a need 
f o r a h i g h e r l e v e l o f c o n t i n g e n c y and p r e p a r e d n e s s f o r h a n d l i n g e t h n i c and 
m i n o r i t y - r e l a t e d c o n f l i c t s , w h i c h s h o u l d i n c o r p o r a t e a g r e e d approaches f o r the 
p e a c e f u l s e t t l e m e n t of d i s p u t e s . Th-'.rdly, t h e r e was a need t o re-examine and, 
i f n e c e s s a r y , b r o a d e n the c o n c e p t u f i framework f o r human r i g h t s p r o m o t i o n so 
as t o a v o i d the u n i n t e n d e d e x c l u s i o n o f p e o p l e r e q u i r i n g p r o t e c t i o n , s u c h as 
c e r t a i n c a t e g o r i e s o f d i s p l a c e d p e r s o n s . 

91. The d o w n f a l l o f a u t h o r - ' t a r i a n r u l e i n t h e f o r m e r S o v i e t U n i o n had, 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y , l e f t t he d c o r open n o t o n l y f o r democracy b u t a l s o f o r 
l o n g - r e p r e s s e d r i v a l r i e s . The scope f o r c o n f l i c t s s u c h as t h e one c o n f r o n t i n g 
A r m e n i a and A z e r b a i j a n o v e r Nagorno-Karabakh was c o n s i d e r a b l e . 

92. Through the M i n s k and Alma-Ata Agreements, the c o u n t r i e s o f the 
Commonwealth of Independent S t a t e s had e x p r e s s e d t h e i r commitment t o b u i l d 
d e m o c r a t i c s o c i e t i e s b a s e d on r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s and the r u l e o f law. 
They were e n t i t l e d t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l a s s i s t a n c e and s u p p o r t i n t h a t endeavour. 
The C o n f e r e n c e on S e c u r i t y and C o o p e r a t i o n i n Europe (CSCE) p r o v i d e d a 
framework f o r such c o o p e r a t i o n a t the r e g i o n a l l e v e l , w h i c h s h o u l d be f u l l y 
e x p l o r e d . 

93. A l t h o u g h the g r o s s and c o n s i s t e n t human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n I r a q had 
been amply documented by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l commtinity, a p a t t e r n o f f l a g r a n t 
human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n t h a t c o u n t r y s t i l l , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , p e r s i s t e d . H i s 
Government c o n t i n u e d t o be p a r t i c u l a r l y c o n c e r n e d a t the p l i g h t of the Kurds 
and o f the S h i a A r a b s and c a l l e d on the Commission t o e x t e n d the mandate of 
the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r f o r a n o t h e r y e a r . I r a q i d i s r e g a r d f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s t a n d a r d s had a l s o been a m p l i f i e d i n the i n t e r i m r e p o r t o f t h e S p e c i a l 
R a p p o r t e u r on human r i g h t s i n K u w a i t under I r a q i o c c u p a t i o n (E/CN.4/1992/26). 

94. W i t h r e g a r d t o the K u r d i s h p e o p l e , h i s Government c o n t i n u e d t o be 
c o n c e r n e d a t t h e i r s i t u a t i o n i n I r a n and a l s o i n o t h e r c o u n t r i e s i n t h e r e g i o n . 
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95. The hioraan r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n I r a n had n o t i m p r o v e d , a l t h o u g h c e r t a i n 
measures had been i n t r o d u c e d . H i s d e l e g a t i o n was p a r t i c u l a r l y d i s t r e s s e d a t 
the a p p l i c a t i o n of the d e a t h p e n a l t y . I n i t s o p i n i o n , the mandate o f the 
S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r s h o u l d be renewed. I t hoped t h a t t h e I r a n i a n Government 
would c o o p e r a t e w i t h the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 
h i m i a n i t a r i a n o r g a n i z a t i o n s s u c h as t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee o f the 
Red C r o s s . 

96. In A f r i c a , Governments had t a k e n a number o f i n i t i a t i v e s t o s t r e n g t h e n 
the r u l e of l a w , d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n and p o l i t i c a l p l u r a l i s m and he hoped 
t h a t t h o s e developments would soon encompass a l l p a r t s o f the c o n t i n e n t . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e r e was s t i l l u n t o l d human s u f f e r i n g i n A f r i c a c aused by 
i n t e r n a l s t r u g g l e s and i n s u r g e n c y . H i s d e l e g a t i o n was p a r t i c u l a r l y shocked a t 
the r e p o r t s of m a s s i v e k i l l i n g s and m a l t r e a t m e n t a f f e c t i n g thousands o f p e o p l e 
i n S o m a l i a . I t u rged a l l the p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d t o a l l o w the l a t e s t peace 
e f f o r t s t o t a k e h o l d and t o open a l l a f f e c t e d a r e a s f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
h u m a n i t a r i a n r e l i e f o p e r a t i o n s . 

97. W h i l e h i s d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the r e c e n t move i n Kenya towards open and 
f r e e e l e c t i o n s , i t a p p e a l e d once a g a i n f o r the o b s e r v a n c e o f due p r o c e s s of 
law f o r p o l i t i c a l d i s s i d e n t s s t i l l h e l d i n t h a t c o u n t r y ' s j a i l s . 

98. H i s d e l e g a t i o n r e g r e t t e d t h e g r o w i n g use of v i o l e n c e and t h e c o n t i n u e d 
s e t t l e m e n t p o l i c y i n the t e r r i t o r i e s o c c u p i e d by I s r a e l . I t was e s s e n t i a l 
t h a t a l l s i d e s s h o u l d r e f r a i n from a c t i o n s t h a t c o u l d endanger t h e peace 
p r o c e s s and b r i n g f u r t h e r s u f f e r i n g t o t h e c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n . He t h e r e f o r e 
c a l l e d upon I s r a e l t o comply w i t h the p r o v i s i o n s o f the F o u r t h Geneva 
C o n v e n t i o n and t o r e s c i n d i t s d e c i s i o n t o d e p o r t 12 c i v i l i a n P a l e s t i n i a n s from 
the o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . 

99. W h i l e welcoming a f u r t h e r c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f the d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e s s i n 
B a n g l a d e s h , h i s d e l e g a t i o n a p p e a l e d t o the Government of t h a t c o u n t r y t o 
improve the a l a r m i n g human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n t h e C h i t t a g o n g H i l l T r a c t s . 

100. Myanmar remained one of the most r e p r e s s i v e c o u n t r i e s i n t h e w o r l d . 
D e s p i t e i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r e s s u r e , i m p r i s o n e d o p p o s i t i o n l e a d e r s , i n c l u d i n g the 
N o b e l Peace P r i z e w i n n e r Daw Aung San Suu K y i , had s t i l l n o t been r e l e a s e d . 
The a l l e g a t i o n s o f s e r i o u s human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n the a r e a s b o r d e r i n g upon 
B a n g l a d e s h gave r e a s o n f o r added c o n c e r n . The Government of Myanmar must 
r e s p e c t the r i g h t of the p e o p l e o f t h a t c o u n t r y t o choose i t s own form o f 
government and t a k e measures t o s t o p the o n g o i n g human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . 

101. W h i l e commending the Government o f S r i Lanka f o r i t s e f f o r t s t o a l l e v i a t e 
the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n , h i s d e l e g a t i o n a p p e a l e d t o a l l p a r t i e s and armed 
groups and f o r c e s t o show r e s t r a i n t and t o seek a n e g o t i a t e d s e t t l e m e n t of 
the c o n f l i c t . 

102. The s h o o t i n g of a l a r g e пгдтЬег o f c i v i l i a n s i n E a s t Timor by I n d o n e s i a n 
s e c u r i t y f o r c e s had shocked the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. I t was e s s e n t i a l 
t h a t the Government o f I n d o n e s i a s h o u l d f o l l o w up the a c t i o n i t had a l r e a d y 
t a k e n t o c l a r i f y t h a t t r a g i c e v e n t and t o p r e v e n t s i m i l i a r i n c i d e n t s i n the 
f u t u r e . 
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103. H i s d e l e g a t i o n a p p e a l e d t o the Government of C h i n a t o r e s p e c t t h e 
r e l i g i o u s and c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y o f the T i b e t a n p e o p l e and t o r e l e a s e a l l 
p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s . 

104. H i s d e l e g a t i o n s i n c e r e l y hoped t h a t the agreement r e a c h e d on e n d i n g the 
armed c o n f l i c t i n E l S a l v a d o r would b r i n g peace t o t h a t c o u n t r y and ensure 
r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s t h e r e . H a v i n g p l a y e d an i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n 
the n e g o t i a t i o n s , the U n i t e d N a t i o n s would a l s o have i m p o r t a n t r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
i n i m p l e m e n t i n g the agreement. To t h a t end, h i s Government had a l l o c a t e d 
US$ 2 m i l l i o n f o r immediate use i n U n i t e d N a t i o n s a c t i v i t i e s i n E l S a l v a d o r . 
A c o n t i n u a t i o n o f the mandate of the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r i n the c u r r e n t 
t r a n s i t i o n a l p e r i o d was a l s o d e s i r a b l e . 

105. H i s Government u r g e d the p a r t i e s t o the c o n f l i c t i n Guatemala t o c o n t i n u e 
t o seek an agreement. The human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n t h a t c o u n t r y s t i l l gave 
cause f o r c o n c e r n , and i t s Government must use a l l a v a i l a b l e means t o ensure 
t h a t i t s d e c l a r e d i n t e n t i o n t o s a f e g u a r d himian r i g h t s was c a r r i e d out i n 
a c t u a l f a c t . 

106. In Cuba, p e r s e c u t i o n o f c i v i l r i g h t s a c t i v i s t s had i n c r e a s e d o v e r the 
p a s t months, and Cuba was thus s e t t i n g i t s e l f a p a r t from the g e n e r a l t r e n d 
towards democracy i n L a t i n A m e r i c a . The Government of Cuba must e n s u r e f u l l 
r e s p e c t f o r the human r i g h t s and fu n d a m e n t a l freedoms of t h e Cuban p e o p l e . 

107. I n P e r u , the b r u t a l p r a c t i c e s o f the i n s u r g e n t s b o r e a heavy 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n , b u t t h e Government of P e r u 
must a l s o e n s u r e t h a t the armed f o r c e s and the p o l i c e r e s p e c t e d human r i g h t s . 

108. H i s d e l e g a t i o n had r e c e i v e d a l a r m i n g r e p o r t s of the murder of l a r g e 
numbers of s t r e e t c h i l d r e n i n B r a z i l . H i s d e l e g a t i o n encouraged the 
Government of B r a z i l t o c o n t i n u e i t s e f f o r t s t o remedy the s i t u a t i o n i n 
t h a t a r e a . 

109. H i s d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the e x c e l l e n t r e p o r t by the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r 
on summary o r a r b i t r a r y e x e c u t i o n s (E/CN.4/1992/30); h i s mandate s h o u l d be 
renewed f o r a n o t h e r t h r e e y e a r s . 

110. Mr. KARADJORDJEVIC (Wo r l d A s s o c i a t i o n f o r W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n ) s a i d t h a t , 
a t the f o r t y - s e v e n t h s e s s i o n o f the Commission, h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had drawn 
a t t e n t i o n t o the v i o l a t i o n of the human r i g h t s o f the S e r b i a n p o p u l a t i o n i n 
C r o a t i a and had a s k e d f o r the s u p p o r t o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community i n u r g i n g 
the C r o a t i a n a u t h o r i t i e s t o remedy t h a t s i t u a t i o n w i t h o u t d e l a y . U n t i l 
r e c e n t l y , Y u g o s l a v i a ' s O r thodox, C a t h o l i c and I s l a m i c p o p u l a t i o n s and i t s 
e t h n i c m i n o r i t i e s had l i v e d t o g e t h e r i n peace. S e r b i a was the p r i n c i p a l 
v i c t i m o f the a t t e m p t s t o b r e a k up the Y u g o s l a v S t a t e , because an i m p o r t a n t 
p a r t o f i t s p o p u l a t i o n i n h a b i t e d the t e r r i t o r y of the s e c e s s i o n i s t r e p u b l i c s . 

111. The e t h n i c c o n f l i c t between Serbs and C r o a t s had b r o k e n out f o l l o w i n g the 
d e c l a r a t i o n o f independence by C r o a t i a . The S e r b i a n p o p u l a t i o n i n C r o a t i a was 
r i g h t l y c o n v i n c e d t h a t the new C r o a t i a n S t a t e was u n d e r t a k i n g a C r o a t i z a t i o n 
of the S e r b i a n p a r t o f t h a t r e p u b l i c , i n k e e p i n g w i t h the o l d methods of the 
U s t a s h i . The non - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , H e l s i n k i Watch, had r e c e n t l y 
r e p o r t e d on a t r o c i o u s c r i m e s committed a g a i n s t the S e r b i a n p o p u l a t i o n i n 
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C r o a t i a , and the S e r b i a n Orthodox Church had c o n f i r m e d the g r e a t d i f f i c u l t y o f 
p r a c t i s i n g S e r b i a n Orthodox C h r i s t i a n i t y i n C r o a t i a and l i s t e d a l a r g e nxjmber 
of S e r b i a n Orthodox c h u r c h e s t h a t had been d e s t r o y e d . 

112. The premature r e c o g n i t i o n o f C r o a t i a , w h i c h had n o t c o n c e a l e d i t s 
e x t r e m i s t and n a t i o n a l i s t i n c l i n a t i o n s , had a l r e a d y l e d t o the v i o l a t i o n o f 
the hiiman and c i v i l r i g h t s o f p e r s o n s o f o t h e r n a t i o n a l i t i e s r e s i d i n g on i t s 
s o i l . Y u g o s l a v i a was a r e a l i t y t h a t c e r t a i n n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s w i s h e d t o 
c o n t e s t by making c l a i m s on p o r t i o n s o f i t s t e r r i t o r y . The d e c i s i o n by the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o send p e a c e - k e e p i n g f o r c e s t o Y u g o s l a v i a was, however, a 
major s t e p towards r e s t o r i n g peace. 

113. Ms. MANN (World O r g a n i z a t i o n A g a i n s t T o r t u r e ) s a i d t h a t t h e human r i g h t s 
s i t u a t i o n i n Turkey remained p a r t i c u l a r l y a l a r m i n g . I n 1991, d u r i n g the 
G u l f c r i s i s , t he c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n o f K u r d i s t a n had s u f f e r e d s e r i o u s 
r e p r e s s i o n , the European C o n v e n t i o n on Human R i g h t s h a v i n g been suspended i n 
t h a t r e g i o n . There were a t l e a s t 300 cases o f d e t e n t i o n p e r week, g e n e r a l l y 
accompanied by m i s t r e a t m e n t and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e t o r t u r e . A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
d e t e n t i o n c o u l d l a s t up t o 45 d a y s , u s u a l l y i n s o l i t a r y c o n f i n e m e n t , and 
p r e v e n t i v e d e t e n t i o n sometimes l a s t e d f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s . A c c o r d i n g t o f i g u r e s 
s u p p l i e d by the M i n i s t e r o f J u s t i c e , o f the more tha n 26,000 p e r s o n s i n 
p r i s o n i n November 1991, o n l y 10,000 had been s e n t e n c e d , o v e r 16,000 b e i n g 
i n p r e v e n t i v e d e t e n t i o n . The a n t i - t e r r o r i s t l e g i s l a t i o n made p r o s e c u t i n g 
cases o f t o r t u r e v e r y d i f f i c u l t . The T u r k i s h a u t h o r i t i e s must r e s p e c t the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s i n s t r u m e n t s , i n p a r t i c u l a r t he European C o n v e n t i o n 
on Human R i g h t s and the C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e and Ot h e r C r u e l , Inhvmian o r 
De g r a d i n g Treatment o r Punishment. 

114. D u r i n g the p a s t y e a r , h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n had i n t e r v e n e d i n the Sudan 
on b e h a l f o f dozens o f p e r s o n s who had been i l l e g a l l y a r r e s t e d , p l a c e d i n 
d e t e n t i o n , t o r t u r e d and o f t e n s e n t e n c e d t o d e a t h o r t o l o n g terms o f 
im p r i s o n m e n t . The l a w y e r s Kamal E l - G i z o u l i and Adnan Z a h i r S i r o u r a l S a d a t i , 
a r r e s t e d i n J a n u a r y and August 1991, r e s p e c t i v e l y , had been t o r t u r e d f o r 
s e v e r a l weeks b e f o r e b e i n g r e l e a s e d . 

115. I n Madagascar the army had i n t e r v e n e d i n August 1991 a g a i n s t p e a c e f u l 
d e m o n s t r a t o r s i n the c a p i t a l , k i l l i n g 14, and t h e r e had been s i m i l a r i n c i d e n t s 
i n o t h e r a r e a s . D e s p i t e p r o m i s e s , the a u t h o r i t i e s had n o t t a k e n e f f e c t i v e 
measures t o open an i n q u i r y . The Commission s h o u l d m o n i t o r c l o s e l y t he 
human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n t h a t c o u n t r y . 

116. Over the p a s t 12 months, h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n had r e c e i v e d i n f o r m a t i o n o f 
r e p e a t e d a r r e s t s and b e a t i n g s o f p e r s o n s who had d e m o n s t r a t e d f o r an 
independent T i b e t , d i s p l a y e d the banned T i b e t a n f l a g , p u b l i s h e d l e a f l e t s , 
p o s s e s s e d a n t i - C h i n e s e propaganda o r s h o u t e d a n t i - C h i n e s e s l o g a n s . F o l l o w i n g 
a v i s i t by the U n i t e d S t a t e s Ambassador and, l a t e r , by a Swiss d e l e g a t i o n t o 
D r a p c h i P r i s o n i n 1991, a number of p r i s o n e r s had been s e v e r e l y b e a t e n and 
p l a c e d i n i s o l a t i o n because t h e y had p r o t e s t e d a g a i n s t the C h i n e s e o c c u p a t i o n 
and the m i s t r e a t m e n t o f two p r i s o n e r s who had t r i e d t o pass a message t o the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s Ambassador d u r i n g h i s v i s i t . F i g u r e s r e c e i v e d on the number of 
pe r s o n s d e t a i n e d i n T i b e t a n p r i s o n s were d r a m a t i c a l l y h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e 
p r o v i d e d by the Government. The Commission must urge the C h i n e s e a u t h o r i t i e s 
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t o comply w i t h r e s o l u t i o n 1991/10 of the Sub-Commission on P r e v e n t i o n o f 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n o f M i n o r i t i e s and r e s p e c t the l e g i s l a t i o n on 
the t r e a t m e n t o f p r i s o n e r s and human r i g h t s i n g e n e r a l . 

117. Her d e l e g a t i o n had r e p o r t s from Bhutan o f a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t s and t o r t u r e 
of p e r s o n s i n v o l v e d i n hiiman r i g h t s campaigns and the d e a t h o f a number of 
p e r s o n s i n p o l i c e c u s t o d y , o f s h o o t i n g s o f d e m o n s t r a t o r s b o t h i n s i d e Bhutan 
and i n I n d i a by the Bhutanese s e c u r i t y f o r c e s , o f k i d n a p p i n g s and of t h e 
u n l a w f u l e x t r a d i t i o n of p e r s o n s t o Bhutan. P o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s were banned, and 
a s s o c i a t i o n s , u n i o n s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s o t h e r t h a n t h o s e e s t a b l i s h e d b y the 
Government were f o r b i d d e n . I n the absence o f a w r i t t e n c o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e r e 
were no s a f e g u a r d s t o e n s u r e j u s t i c e . D e s p i t e d e n i a l s by t h e a u t h o r i t i e s , 
t h e r e had been r e c e n t e v i d e n c e o f f o r c e d d e p o r t a t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y o f pe r s o n s 
d e p r i v e d o f t h e i r n a t i o n a l i t y . As many as 45,000 p e r s o n s had t a k e n r e f u g e i n 
N e p a l and I n d i a as a r e s u l t o f d e p o r t a t i o n s from Bhutan d u r i n g 1990 and 1991, 
and t h e i r nimibers were g r o w i n g d a i l y . The Government o f Bhutan must r a t i f y 
the most i m p o r t a n t human r i g h t s i n s t r u m e n t s and put an end t o t h e c u r r e n t 
r e p r e s s i o n i n the c o u n t r y . 

118. W h i l e the Government of So u t h K o r e a m a i n t a i n e d t h a t i t h e l d no p o l i t i c a l 
p r i s o n e r s , h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n had r e c e i v e d a r e p o r t , d a t e d 9 September 1991, 
a c c o r d i n g t o w h i c h 1,300 p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s were s t i l l i n d e t e n t i o n . Summary 
e x e c u t i o n s and t o r t u r e were w i d e s p r e a d . L e g i s l a t i o n p r o h i b i t e d freedom o f 
c o n s c i e n c e and t h o u g h t . Most of the p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s had been a r r e s t e d f o r 
d e m o n s t r a t i n g i n f a v o u r o f b a s i c human r i g h t s o r p r o t e s t i n g a g a i n s t the 
economic s i t u a t i o n . The Government of South K o r e a must r e l e a s e a l l p o l i t i c a l 
p r i s o n e r s , r a t i f y t he C o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e and r e s p e c t i t s o b l i g a t i o n s 
under the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s . 

119. S i n c e the b e g i n n i n g o f the I n d o n e s i a n o c c u p a t i o n i n 1975, 200,000 p e r s o n s 
i n E a s t T i m o r , c l o s e t o o n e - t h i r d o f the p o p u l a t i o n , had been k i l l e d . I n 
November 1991, I n d o n e s i a n s e c u r i t y f o r c e s had opened f i r e on p e a c e f u l 
d e m o n s t r a t o r s , k i l l i n g between 100 and 200 p e r s o n s , and t h o s e r e s p o n s i b l e had 
b e n e f i t e d from immxuiity. The Commission must adopt r e s o l u t i o n s on the 
s i t u a t i o n i n E a s t Timor u r g i n g an end t o the g e n o c i d e b e i n g committed a g a i n s t 
the p o p u l a t i o n t h e r e . 

120. D e s p i t e the p r o m i s e s made by the a u t h o r i t i e s i n Z a i r e , h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n 
c o n t i n u e d t o r e c e i v e r e p o r t s o f s e r i o u s hvunan r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n t h a t 
c o u n t r y . The s i t u a t i o n had been h i g h l i g h t e d a few days p r e v i o u s l y b y the 
dea t h s o f a пгдтЬег of p e a c e f u l d e m o n s t r a t o r s gunned down by members of the 
p r e s i d e n t i a l g u a r d . 

121. F o l l o w i n g a t t a c k s on the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n , p o l i c e s t a t i o n s and army 
b a r r a c k s by s u s p e c t e d e x t r e m i s t s i n November 1991, the a u t h o r i t i e s of B u r u n d i 
had embarked upon a p a r t i c u l a r l y b r u t a l r e p r e s s i o n o f the d e f e n c e l e s s c i v i l i a n 
p o p u l a t i o n . There had been p e r s i s t e n t r e p o r t s o f i l l e g a l o r a r b i t r a r y 
a r r e s t s , m i s t r e a t m e n t and t o r t u r e . 

122. I n Honduras, no e f f e c t i v e measures had been t a k e n t o c l a r i f y t h e c a s e s o f 
f o r c e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e s from the 1980s o r t o put an end t o the i l l e g a l 
a c t i v i t i e s o f the army and t h e s e c u r i t y f o r c e s . M i l i t a r y c o u r t s s t i l l t r i e d 
members of the s e c u r i t y f o r c e s a c c u s e d o f c r i m e s a g a i n s t t h e c i v i l i a n 
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p o p u l a t i o n . I n 1991, an amnesty had been d e c r e e d w h i c h had b e n e f i t e d t h e 
pe r s o n s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . Over the p a s t y e a r , h e r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n had c o n t i n u e d t o r e c e i v e a l l e g a t i o n s o f t o r t u r e , i l l e g a l o r 
a r b i t r a r y d e t e n t i o n , m a s s acres o f p e a s a n t s , murders committed by a g e n t s o f the 
S t a t e and d e a t h t h r e a t s and simimary e x e c u t i o n s c a r r i e d out by c i v i l i a n s . 

123. Her o r g a n i z a t i o n was encouraged by the s i g n i n g o f the peace agreement i n 
E l S a l v a d o r . I t c o u l d n o t , however, i g n o r e the e x i s t e n c e o f c e r t a i n groups 
t h a t encouraged v i o l e n c e as a means of s o l v i n g t h e c o u n t r y ' s p r o b l e m s , as 
c o u l d be seen i n the d e a t h t h r e a t s r e c e n t l y l e v e l l e d a g a i n s t t h e N a t i o n a l 
C o u n c i l o f Churches and the a b d u c t i o n o f one of i t s members. The absence o f 
e f f e c t i v e i n q u i r i e s i n t o s u c h i n c i d e n t s o r of r e p a r a t i o n s f o r i n j u r i e s 
s u f f e r e d h i n d e r e d the s e a r c h f o r a l a s t i n g peace. The Commission must 
c o n t i n u e t o f o c u s on the s i t u a t i o n i n E l S a l v a d o r , and the U n i t e d N a t i o n s must 
g i v e t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e i n t h e f i e l d of human r i g h t s i n o r d e r t o c o n s o l i d a t e 
the peace p r o c e s s . 

124. Mrs. NGUYEN THI NHA ( O b s e r v e r f o r V i e t Nam), s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the 
r i g h t o f r e p l y , s a i d t h a t a c c o r d i n g t o the d e l e g a t i o n o f P o r t u g a l , s p e a k i n g on 
b e h a l f o f the European Community, V i e t Nam's d r a f t c o n s t i t u t i o n o f 1991 had, 
f o r the f i r s t t i m e , e s t a b l i s h e d g u a r a n t e e s f o r freedom o f t h e p r e s s and the 
freedoms o f a s s e m b l y , t r a v e l and a s s o c i a t i o n . However, a r t i c l e 67 of the 
1980 C o n s t i t u t i o n n o t o n l y e n s u r e d freedom o f s p e e c h , freedom o f the p r e s s , 
freedom o f assembly and freedom o f a s s o c i a t i o n , b u t even s t i p u l a t e d t h a t the 
S t a t e must c r e a t e the n e c e s s a r y m a t e r i a l c o n d i t i o n s f o r the e x e r c i s e o f t h o s e 
r i g h t s . L i k e a l l i n d e p e n d e n t and s o v e r e i g n S t a t e s , V i e t Nam's n a t i o n a l laws 
would be e n f o r c e d whenever t h e y were v i o l a t e d , i r r e s p e c t i v e o f the s o c i a l 
p o s i t i o n o r a c t i v i t y o f the v i o l a t o r s . 

125. Mr. ALFONSO MARTINEZ ( C u b a ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t o f r e p l y , 
r e f e r r e d t o a s t a t e m e n t made e a r l i e r by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e d e r a t i o n o f 
F r e e Trade U n i o n s t o the e f f e c t t h a t Cuba was r e s i s t i n g t h e g l o b a l t r e n d 
towards d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n and r e s p e c t f o r b a s i c human r i g h t s . He w i s h e d t o 
i n f o r m the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h a t n on-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t t h e Cuban 
r e v o l u t i o n had i n f a c t a l r e a d y u s h e r e d i n democracy and r e c o g n i t i o n o f human 
r i g h t s . F o r the i n f o r m a t i o n o f t h a t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , the s i n g l e t r a d e u n i o n 
was n o t the c r e a t i o n o f the Cuban r e v o l u t i o n b u t had been the f r u i t o f a 
v i c t o r y won by w o r k e r s i n 1939 w h i c h , n e e d l e s s t o s a y , the Cuban r e v o l u t i o n of 
1959 i n t e n d e d t o p r o t e c t . 

126. R e p l y i n g t o the a s s e r t i o n o f the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
U n i o n o f Young C h r i s t i a n Democrats t h a t young Cubans c o u l d n o t a c h i e v e s o c i a l 
advancement, he s a i d t h a t the Cuban r e v o l u t i o n had p r o v i d e d b r o a d a c c e s s t o 
e d u c a t i o n and h e a l t h c a r e f o r y o u t h ; perhaps t h a t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s h o u l d 
examine the s i t u a t i o n o f young p e o p l e i n the market economies o f Europe and 
the U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a . C o n c e r n i n g the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ' s d e s i r e t o 
de f e n d the r i g h t o f the Cuban p e o p l e t o e l e c t i t s Government i n f r e e 
e l e c t i o n s , one o f the r e a s o n s f o r the Cuban r e v o l u t i o n had been t o do away 
w i t h the f a r c e o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e e l e c t i o n s , as e x p e r i e n c e d i n Cuba b e f o r e 1959. 

127. A l l the c a s e s c i t e d by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n o f E d u c a t o r s f o r W o r l d Peace were unfounded. From t h e p o i n t o f 
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v i e w o f human d i g n i t y , Cuba compared f a v o u r a b l y w i t h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o f 
A m e r i c a . The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e d i d n o t know t h e Cuban p e o p l e v e r y w e l l , because 
o t h e r w i s e he would have r e a l i z e d t h a t Cubans r e f u s e d t o be o p p r e s s e d and would 
n e v e r have t o l e r a t e d the t e r r o r i s t regime t h a t he d e p i c t e d . 

128. The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f Sweden had s t a t e d t h a t the Cuban Government's 
f a i l u r e t o c o o p e r a t e w i t h the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l had had an a d v e r s e e f f e c t on 
the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Cuba. T a k i n g i t s l e a d from t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
of A m e r i c a , Sweden had v o t e d i n f a v o u r o f Commission on Human R i g h t s 
r e s o l u t i o n 1991/68. H i s Government had a l r e a d y s t a t e d t h a t i t c o u l d n o t 
c o o p e r a t e w i t h t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , b e c a u s e i t r e g a r d e d the r e s o l u t i o n i n 
q u e s t i o n as h a v i n g been m a n i p u l a t e d by the U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a . 

129. The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f Norway had e x p r e s s e d c o n c e r n about t h e s o - c a l l e d 
human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Cuba, s a y i n g t h a t Cuba was moving a g a i n s t t h e 
g e n e r a l t r e n d towards democracy i n L a t i n A m e r i c a . Cuba wou l d n e v e r go back t o 
the s i t u a t i o n b e f o r e 1959, w h i c h had been c h a r a c t e r i z e d by m a s s i v e human 
r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s a g a i n s t the v a s t m a j o r i t y o f t h e Cuban p e o p l e . 

130. Mr. SALMAN ( I r a q ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f t h e r i g h t o f r e p l y , s a i d t h a t 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l U n i o n o f Young C h r i s t i a n Democrats had made r i d i c u l o u s 
a l l e g a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g I r a q , and h i s d e l e g a t i o n r e f u s e d t o r e s p o n d t o them. 
The s t a t e m e n t s o f the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f Sweden and Norway had been based 
s o l e l y on t h e r e p o r t o f t h e S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r (E/CN.4/1992/31) and had 
i g n o r e d a much g r e a t e r c r i m e , the economic b l o c k a d e , w h i c h a f f e c t e d the e n t i r e 
p o p u l a t i o n o f I r a q . 

The m e e t i n g r o s e a t 1.05 p.m 




