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ON SITUATION (agenda i t e m 12) ( c o n t i n u e d ) (E/CN.4/1992/3; E/CN.4/1992/4; 
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1. Mr. SCHIFTER ( U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a ) s a i d t h a t , a l t h o u g h the s t a n d a r d s 
s e t by the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s were now more h i g h l y 
r e s p e c t e d around the g l o b e t h a n a t any time s i n c e i t s a d o p t i o n by the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y , a g r e a t many problems c o n t i n u e d t o b e s e t the 
w o r l d as a r e s u l t o f the abuse of human r i g h t s . They i n c l u d e d problems posed 
by c o u n t r i e s w h i c h had i m p o r t e d M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t p h i l o s o p h y from a b r o a d and 
w h i c h sought t o p r e s e r v e t h a t i m p o r t d e s p i t e i t s t o t a l abandonment i n i t s 
p l a c e o f o r i g i n . 

2. E a r l i e r o p p o s i t i o n on M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t grounds t o t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
commimity's e f f o r t s t o t r a n s l a t e the p r i n c i p l e s o f the D e c l a r a t i o n i n t o a 
c o n s i s t e n t programme had been r e p l a c e d by a d i f f e r e n t r h e t o r i c ; the c o u n t r i e s 
i n q u e s t i o n now sought t o j u s t i f y t h e i r own a c t i o n s i n terms o f the b a s i c 
ground r u l e s o f human r i g h t s . I n November 1991, one of the c o u n t r i e s w h i c h 
s t i l l e spoused M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m had i s s u e d a comprehensive document on the 
s u b j e c t o f human r i g h t s c o n t a i n i n g a number of p r o p o s i t i o n s and a l l e g a t i o n s 
w h i c h needed t o be d i s c u s s e d and, i n some c a s e s , s e r i o u s l y c h a l l e n g e d . 

3. F i r s t , i t was and had f r e q u e n t l y been arg u e d t h a t the r i g h t t o 
s u b s i s t e n c e was t h e f o r e m o s t Ьглтап r i g h t . A l t h o u g h d e a t h from s t a r v a t i o n and 
freedom of e x p r e s s i o n were o b v i o u s l y i n c o m p a t i b l e , he wondered where t h a t 
p r o p o s i t i o n and s i m i l a r c o n t e n t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g economic and s o c i a l i s s u e s l e d 
i n the c o n t e x t o f a human r i g h t s d e b a t e , s i n c e i t was g e n e r a l l y a g r e e d t h a t 
one o f the m a j o r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f a Government was t o h e l p p r o v i d e a sound 
f o u n d a t i o n f o r a p r o s p e r i n g economy and s o c i a l p r o g r e s s and t h a t r e s p e c t f o r 
c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s , i n c l u d i n g f r e e s p e e ch and f r e e e l e c t i o n s , went 
hand i n hand w i t h human p r o g r e s s . He would a l s o p o i n t out t h a t c a n d i d a t e s 
seen as b e s t a b l e t o e f f e c t economic improvement f a r e d b e s t i n d e m o c r a t i c 
e l e c t i o n s ; t h a t open, r a t h e r than c l o s e d , s o c i e t i e s had c o n s i s t e n t l y p r o v e d 
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b e s t a b l e t o r a i s e s t a n d a r d s of l i v i n g ; and t h a t , w h i l e the command economy 
h e l d back development, t h e r e were b e n e f i t s f o r a l l where a p e o p l e ' s n a t u r a l 
e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l s p i r i t bloomed. He was, however, n o t s u r e whether the 
Commission on Human R i g h t s was the b e s t forum f o r c o n s t r u c t i v e d e b a t e on s u c h 
i s s u e s : was n o t the c r e a t i o n o f a f r e e s o c i e t y i t s p r o p e r f i e l d o f s t u d y ? 

4. I t was a r g u e d t h a t a c o u n t r y ' s human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n s h o u l d n o t be 
j u d g e d w i t h o u t r e f e r e n c e t o i t s h i s t o r y and n a t i o n a l c o n d i t i o n s and a c c o r d i n g 
t o a p r e c o n c e i v e d model o r c o n d i t i o n s i n a n o t h e r c o u n t r y . T r u e , t h e r e c o u l d 
be n a t i o n a l r u l e s f o r the p r o t e c t i o n of human r i g h t s t h a t d i d n o t r e f l e c t o r 
c o n s t i t u t e i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a n d a r d s . However, t h e r e was no room f o r mere l i p 
s e r v i c e t o p r i n c i p l e s s u c h as the one embodied i n a r t i c l e 5 o f t h e U n i v e r s a l 
D e c l a r a t i o n , w h i c h s t i p u l a t e d t h a t "No one s h a l l be s u b j e c t t o t o r t u r e o r t o 
c r u e l , d e g r a d i n g o r inhuman t r e a t m e n t o r punishment". C o m p l i a n c e w i t h t h a t 
h i g h l y i m p o r t a n t a r t i c l e s h o u l d n o t depend on a c o u n t r y ' s h i s t o r y and n a t i o n a l 
c o n d i t i o n s ; e v e r y c o u n t r y had a m o r a l t r a d i t i o n w h i c h echoed t h a t commitment 
and e v e r y Government had a d u t y t o stamp out s u c h t r e a t m e n t . Nor d i d a mere 
d e c l a r a t i o n t h a t t o r t u r e was n o t o f f i c i a l p o l i c y c o n s t i t u t e c o m p l i a n c e i f a 
b l i n d eye was t u r n e d t o o f f i c i a l s who engaged i n t h a t p r a c t i c e . 

5. Freedom of p e a c e f u l a s s e m b l y , w h i c h was p r o v i d e d f o r i n a r t i c l e 20 of the 
D e c l a r a t i o n , must n o t be c o n d i t i o n a l on the u t t e r a n c e of p o l i t i c a l l y c o r r e c t 
t h o ught o r a p p l a u s e f o r the c u r r e n t i d e o l o g i c a l l i n e . The use of v i o l e n t 
f o r c e t o d i s p e r s e a p e a c e f u l a s s e m b l y c o u l d n o t be j u s t i f i e d on t h e grounds of 
h i s t o r y and n a t i o n a l c o n d i t i o n s . Freedom of o p i n i o n , e x p r e s s i o n and 
i n f o r m a t i o n , as r e f e r r e d t o i n a r t i c l e 19, was n o t c o m p l i e d w i t h by c o n t e n d i n g 
t h a t " i d e a s a l o n e do n o t c o n s t i t u t e a c r i m e " . That a r t i c l e p r o t e c t e d the 
r i g h t t o e x p r e s s o p i n i o n s and t o i m p a r t i n f o r m a t i o n ; h i s t o r y and n a t i o n a l 
c o n d i t i o n s s h o u l d n o t p r e v e n t anyone from g i v i n g f u l l p e a c e f u l e x p r e s s i o n t o 
h i s b e l i e f s . D i d n o t the e x p r e s s i o n o f i d e a s , w h i c h was i n some p l a c e s 
r e g a r d e d as c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y and a c r i m i n a l o f f e n c e , o f f e r a h e a l t h y 
g u a r a n t e e of change f o r t h e b e t t e r and, f o r example, an end t o c o r r u p t i o n ? 
What made c r i t i c i s m of g o v e r n m e n t a l wrongdoing s u c h a bad t h i n g ? 

6. A c c o r d i n g t o the L e n i n i s t a p p r o a c h t o human r i g h t s , t h o s e r i g h t s were 
r e s p e c t e d when a c o u n t r y p r o h i b i t e d u n l a w f u l a r r e s t and u n l a w f u l house 
s e a r c h e s and body s e a r c h e s . That s t a t e m e n t n e v e r t h e l e s s r a n g somewhat h o l l o w 
when i t was d i s c o v e r e d t h a t p u b l i c s e c u r i t y b o d i e s had u n b r i d l e d d i s c r e t i o n t o 
d e t a i n and t o s e a r c h i n what appeared t o be f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n of the 
s t a n d a r d s l a i d down i n a r t i c l e s 9, 11, and 12 of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n . 
As to freedom of c o n s c i e n c e and r e l i g i o n , i t was as i m p o r t a n t t o d e t e r m i n e 
what was p r o h i b i t e d as t o acknowledge what a Government might impose as 
l e g a l . There s h o u l d be no impediment w h a t e v e r t o t h e m a intenance o f s p i r i t u a l 
t i e s o r t o freedom of w o r s h i p . 

7. I n the l i g h t of t h o s e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , i t seemed c l e a r t o him t h a t , i n 
c o u n t r i e s w h i c h s t i l l a d h e r e d t o L e n i n i s t d o c t r i n e , t h e r e was a b r o a d p a t t e r n 
of c o n t r a v e n t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y r e c o g n i z e d human r i g h t s , as c l e a r l y 
s p e l l e d o u t i n the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n . However, a n o t h e r m a t t e r w h i c h 
c a l l e d f o r a t t e n t i o n was the f r e q u e n t l y r e p e a t e d a s s e r t i o n t h a t d i s c u s s i o n of 
a c o u n t r y ' s f a i l u r e t o a b i d e by i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a n d a r d s c o n s t i t u t e d i m p r o p e r 
i n t e r f e r e n c e i n i t s i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s and was c o n t r a r y t o A r t i c l e I I , S e c t i o n 7, 
of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s C h a r t e r . W h i l e t h a t A r t i c l e d i d p r o v i d e f o r 
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n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e , t h a t was i n m a t t e r s w h i c h were " e s s e n t i a l l y w i t h i n the 
d o m e s t i c j u r i s d i c t i o n " o f Member S t a t e s . I t would be r e c a l l e d t h a t , f o l l o w i n g 
the Second W o r l d War, the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had p l e d g e d the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s t o the p r o m o t i o n and encouragement of r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s 
and f u n d a m e n t a l freedoms, s p e c i f y i n g t h a t htmian r i g h t s problems would no 
l o n g e r be c o n s i d e r e d as e s s e n t i a l l y w i t h i n d o m e s t i c j u r i s d i c t i o n . As l o n g ago 
as 1952, the U n i t e d N a t i o n s had put t h a t p r i n c i p l e i n t o p r a c t i c e , r e f u t i n g 
S o u t h A f r i c a ' s arguments of " i n t e r f e r e n c e " and d e c i d i n g t o f o c u s a t t e n t i o n on 
a p a r t h e i d : had n o t t h a t a t t e n t i o n been m a i n t a i n e d o v e r the y e a r s w i t h the 
s u p p o r t of t h o s e v e r y c o u n t r i e s w h i c h were now so q u i c k t o c r i t i c i z e o t h e r s ' 
i n t e r e s t i n t h e i r own a p p r o a c h t o Ьгшап r i g h t s ? Htmian r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s were 
of c o n c e r n t o the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community whether t h e y caused a p e r s o n t o be 
b a r r e d from a p u b l i c p l a c e because o f the c o l o u r of h i s s k i n o r whether t h e y 
caused a p e r s o n t o be i m p r i s o n e d f o r o r g a n i z i n g r e l i g i o u s o b s e r v a n c e o r 
p u t t i n g up a p o s t e r e x t o l l i n g democracy. 

8. Mr. GRAVES (World C o n f e r e n c e on R e l i g i o n and P e a c e ) , r e c a l l i n g t h a t a 
c h i l d v i c t i m of napalm bombing i n the ma r s h l a n d s o f s o u t h e r n I r a q had appeared 
a t an e a r l i e r m e e t i n g o f the Commission, s a i d i t was o b v i o u s from the many 
r e p o r t s r e c e i v e d by the Commission t h a t the Arab S h i ' a p o p u l a t i o n s t h e r e were 
not o n l y b e i n g d e n i e d t h e i r p o l i t i c a l , economic, c u l t u r a l and r e l i g i o u s 
r i g h t s , b u t t h e y were a l s o b e i n g m u r d e r o u s l y a s s a u l t e d and o p p r e s s e d and t h e i r 
e n v i r o n m e n t and means of l i v e l i h o o d were b e i n g d e v a s t a t e d i n a v i r t u a l l y 
g e n o c i d a l war b e i n g waged a g a i n s t them by t h e i r Government. 

9. H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n hoped t h a t the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r w o u l d be a b l e t o 
pursue h i s m i s s i o n and be g r a n t e d a c c e s s t o a l l a r e a s and p o p u l a t i o n s i n the 
c o u n t r y . W i t h r e g a r d t o the v i c t i m s of the "marshland m a s s a c r e " , i t c a l l e d 
upon the Commission t o r e q u e s t t h a t the bombing of the m a r s h l a n d s s h o u l d be 
h a l t e d and t h a t the I r a q i f o r c e s s h o u l d be w i t h d r a w n from the r e g i o n ; t o 
recommend t h a t U n i t e d N a t i o n s f o r c e s s h o u l d be a d m i t t e d t o the a r e a t o 
s u p e r v i s e the d i s t r i b u t i o n of m e d i c a l s u p p l i e s , t h a t a U n i t e d N a t i o n s p r e s e n c e 
s h o u l d be e s t a b l i s h e d t o f a c i l i t a t e the work of r e c o n s t r u c t i o n and t h a t the 
d i s p l a c e d p o p u l a t i o n s h o u l d be a l l o w e d t o r e t u r n home; and t o r e q u e s t the 
I r a q i Government t o s t a r t r e b u i l d i n g the s c h o o l s and h o s p i t a l s damaged by 
m i l i t a r y a c t i o n and g u a r a n t e e a r e t u r n o f the s i t u a t i o n t o n o r m a l . 

10. Mr. WAREHAM ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e ) s a i d t h a t , 
t h r o u g h o u t the d e v e l o p i n g w o r l d and f o r the many m i l l i o n s o f A f r i c a n s , L a t i n o s 
and i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e s l i v i n g i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a , s o c i a l , 
p o l i t i c a l and economic i n d i c a t o r s r e v e a l e d a c o n s i s t e n t p a t t e r n o f g r o s s 
v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s by the d e e p l y e n t r e n c h e d f o r c e s o f c h a u v i n i s m and 
r a c i s m , m asquerading b e h i n d what was deemed a " k i n d e r , g e n t l e r " a t t i t u d e , b u t 
w h i c h s t i l l r e s u l t e d i n t h e e x p r o p r i a t i o n of l a n d , human and n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s 
and i n w i l f u l l y i n d u c e d underdevelopment. 

11. The U n i t e d S t a t e s m a i n t a i n e d i t s c o v e r t p r e s e n c e i n C e n t r a l A m e r i c a and 
had t o b e a r some measure of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r a c t s such as the a s s a s s i n a t i o n , 
i n the siommer of 1991, of the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n 
a g a i n s t T o r t u r e i n Honduras, Marco T u l i o López Hernández. I t was n o t 
n e c e s s a r y t o go beyond the B l a c k p o p u l a t i o n o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s i t s e l f t o see 
how the d e l i b e r a t e d e v a s t a t i o n o f human l i f e and v a l u e s and a s s a u l t s on the 
c u l t u r e o f an o p p r e s s e d p e o p l e c o u l d , t h r o u g h a mechanism examined by 
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F r a n t z Fanon i n The Wretched o f the E a r t h , l e a d t h a t p e o p l e , i n i t s 
f r u s t r a t i o n , t o d i r e c t v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t i t s e l f . I n South A f r i c a , as 
A m i l c a r C a b r a i had p o i n t e d o u t , the s h i b b o l e t h o f " a s s i m i l a t i o n " was b e i n g 
d e m o l i s h e d by the impris o n m e n t and c y n i c a l r e p r e s s i o n o f t h e A f r i c a n masses i n 
the l a r g e s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n camp mankind had e v e r known. As f a r as 
L a t i n A m e r i c a was c o n c e r n e d , the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f P e r u had, i n h i s s t a t e m e n t 
t o the Commission a few days e a r l i e r , made much of the c o n t r i b u t i o n o f 
Bart h o l e m e de l a s Casas t o the concept o f the u n i v e r s a l i t y o f human r i g h t s , 
b u t had f a i l e d t o m e n t i o n t h a t r e l i g i o u s man's s i l e n c e on the q u e s t i o n o f 
s l a v e r y and had h i m s e l f remained s i l e n t about the r e p r e s s i o n , d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
and e l i m i n a t i o n by v i o l e n t means t h a t formed p a r t o f the f i g h t a g a i n s t 
" t e r r o r i s m " w h i c h the P e r u v i a n Government was waging w i t h U n i t e d S t a t e s 
a s s i s t a n c e . I n Guatemala, the w e l l - d o c u m e n t e d massacre of the i n d i g e n o u s 
p e o p l e s was i n c r e a s i n g even as the Commission met, b u t t h a t s i t u a t i o n had 
f a i l e d t o a t t r a c t the s e r i o u s a t t e n t i o n i t d e s e r v e d . 

12. F o r f o u r y e a r s , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n a g a i n s t T o r t u r e had 
endeavoured t o a l e r t t he Commission t o the myth of r a c i a l democracy s u p p o s e d l y 
p r e s e n t w i t h i n the g e o g r a p h i c a l c o n f i n e s o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s and i n i t s 
p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s . However, the u n i q u e super-Power s t a t u s of the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s , i t s m i l i t a r y s t r e n g t h and i t s economic l e v e r a g e a p p e a r e d t o 
s h i e l d i t from o b j e c t i v e i n q u i r y and a l l o w e d i t t o i n d u l g e i n t h e k i n d o f 
g r e a t - n a t i o n c h a u v i n i s m t h a t had c h a r a c t e r i z e d i t s h igh-handed t r e a t m e n t of 
Cuba f o r many y e a r s ; i t s c a v a l i e r a t t i t u d e towards the d e c i s i o n o f the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o u r t o f J u s t i c e f i n d i n g i t l i a b l e f o r the m i n i n g o f N i c a r a g u a n 
w a t e r s ; i t s u n i l a t e r a l f l o u t i n g of the OAS-ordered embargo on H a i t i f o l l o w i n g 
the coup d'état t h e r e and i t s r e f u s a l t o admit H a i t i a n r e f u g e e s ; and i t s o f t e n 
g e n o c i d a l a s s a u l t on i t s own i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e s . 

13. In the l i g h t o f a l l t h o s e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n 
a g a i n s t T o r t u r e c a l l e d f o r the appointment of a S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r t o 
i n v e s t i g a t e t he s i t u a t i o n of A f r i c a n s and L a t i n o s i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s and f o r 
the e x t e n s i o n o f the mandate of the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r on t r e a t i e s w i t h 
i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e s . I t u r g e d the Honduran Government t o t a k e immediate s t e p s 
t o d i s m a n t l e i t s s e c r e t p o l i c e f o r c e and c u r b s e l e c t i v e a s s a s s i n a t i o n s , t o 
i n v e s t i g a t e t he a s s a s s i n a t i o n o f Marco T u l i o López Hernández and the murder of 
o t h e r p o p u l a r l e a d e r s and t o honour the r u l i n g o f the I n t e r - A m e r i c a n C o u r t and 
p r o v i d e the mandated co m p e n s a t i o n t o v i c t i m s . I t c a l l e d on the P e r u v i a n 
Government t o p r o v i d e the Commission w i t h s t a t i s t i c s showing how many m i l i t a r y 
p e r s o n n e l had been c o n v i c t e d f o r t h e i r i n v o l v e m e n t i n what app e a r e d t o be a 
S t a t e p o l i c y o f e n f o r c e d and i n v o l u n t a r y d i s a p p e a r a n c e s o f c r i t i c s o f the 
Government. I t r e q u e s t e d t h a t the s i t u a t i o n o f human r i g h t s i n Guatemala 
s h o u l d be d i s c u s s e d under i t e m 12 of the Commission's agenda and t h a t a 
S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r s h o u l d be a p p o i n t e d . 

14. I n c o n c l u s i o n , he s a i d t h a t f a i l u r e b y the Commission on Human R i g h t s t o 
res p o n d t o the c u m u l a t i v e v i o l a t i o n s committed by the U n i t e d S t a t e s , w h i c h h i s 
A s s o c i a t i o n had c i t e d under agenda i t e m s 7, 8, 10, 12, 14 and 17, woul d amount 
to a b r o g a t i o n o f i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o be even-handed i n i t s d e l i b e r a t i o n s . 
The l e s s o n s o f h i s t o r y must n o t be f o r g o t t e n : e v e r y time t h e r e was a doub l e 
s t a n d a r d , an u n p r i n c i p l e d d e f e r e n c e t o a g r e a t n a t i o n , the scene was s e t f o r 
an e v e r g r e a t e r a c c u m u l a t i o n o f power and a w i d e n i n g c i r c l e o f v i c t i m s , o f t e n 
made up of y e s t e r d a y ' s a l l i e s . 
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15. Ms. MIRWAN ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace Bureau) s a i d t h a t she w i s h e d t o e n l i s t 
t h e Commission's h i i m a n i t a r i a n c o n c e r n on b e h a l f o f the f a m i l i e s o f the v i c t i m s 
of the A m e r i c a n a g g r e s s i o n a g a i n s t the c i t i e s o f B e n g a z i and T r i p o l i 
on 15 August 1986, a wanton a c t of t e r r o r i s m p e r p e t r a t e d w i t h the a s s i s t a n c e 
of the U n i t e d Kingdom Government. Fou r hundred unarmed and i n n o c e n t c i v i l i a n s 
had b o r n e the b r u n t of the s t r i k e ; a n i m a l s and even b i r d s had n o t e s c a p e d ; 
h o s p i t a l s and s c h o o l s had been d e s t r o y e d . The i n c i d e n t was b u t one example of 
the b r u t a l l y h e g e m o n i s t i c manner, t h r e a t e n i n g f o r the e n t i r e w o r l d , i n w h i c h a 
super-Power was c o n d u c t i n g i t s e l f , e s p e c i a l l y i n i t s r e l a t i o n s w i t h s m a l l 
c o u n t r i e s . S h o u l d n o t t h e f o r c e s o f s c i e n c e and t e c h n o l o g y u n l e a s h e d on t h a t 
o c c a s i o n have been h a r n e s s e d f o r b e t t e r p u r p o s e s , f o r human w e l f a r e ? 

16. She a p p e a l e d t o the Commission, as a p r e s t i g i o u s body i n the f i e l d of 
human r i g h t s , t o end o r s e the r i g h t f u l c l a i m o f the f a m i l i e s o f the v i c t i m s t o 
com p e n s a t i o n f o r t h e i r m a t e r i a l and m o r a l s u f f e r i n g . She a l s o a l e r t e d the 
Commission, and, t h r o u g h i t , t he i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, t o the r e a l and 
imminent danger of a r e p e t i t i o n o f the u n w a r r a n t e d a g g r e s s i o n a g a i n s t L i b y a , 
a g a i n p l a c i n g i t s p e o p l e i n extreme danger and j e o p a r d i z i n g a l l t h a t the 
c o u n t r y had a c h i e v e d . 

17. Her A s s o c i a t i o n p l e d g e d t o c o o p e r a t e w i t h the Commission and a l l o t h e r 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s a c t i v e i n the f i e l d o f human r i g h t s i n o p p o s i n g 
i n j u s t i c e , t e r r o r i s m and a t t e m p t s a t hegemony and i n a d v a n c i n g a l l o f mankind 
towards the g o a l o f God-given peace. 

18. Ms. AHMED ( G e n e r a l Arab Women F e d e r a t i o n 1944) s a i d t h a t , i n an age i n 
w h i c h means of o p p r e s s i o n and d e s t r u c t i o n had k e p t pace w i t h the g r o w i n g 
c o m p l e x i t y o f l i f e , i t was becoming more u r g e n t l y n e c e s s a r y t o promote and 
de f e n d the human r i g h t s n o t o n l y of i n d i v i d u a l s , b u t of n a t i o n s and of mankind 
as a w h o l e . The p o l l u t i o n r e s u l t i n g from n u c l e a r t e s t s , wars and i n d u s t r i a l 
waste c o n s t i t u t e d a s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n of himian r i g h t s , t he e f f e c t s o f w h i c h 
were now b e i n g m a n i f e s t e d i n f a t a l d i s e a s e s . The super-Powers were t r y i n g t o 
d e c e i v e w o r l d o p i n i o n by f o c u s i n g on v i o l a t i o n s o f i n d i v i d u a l s ' r i g h t s i n 
v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s , c l a i m i n g t o d e f e n d s u c h r i g h t s w h i l e a r r o g a t i n g t o 
t h e m s e l v e s the r i g h t t o e x p l o i t the p e o p l e s o f the d e v e l o p i n g w o r l d . The f a c t 
t h a t s u c h v i o l a t i o n s were p e r p e t r a t e d by Governments c a l l e d f o r a m o b i l i z a t i o n 
of p u b l i c o p i n i o n t o compel them t o a b i d e by i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s 
i n s t r u m e n t s . 

19. As a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f Arab women, she w i s h e d t o c i t e two examples of 
mass v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s c o n c e r n i n g the I r a q i and P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e s . 
The I r a q i p e o p l e were now s u f f e r i n g t r a g i c a l l y from the economic and s o c i a l 
damage i n f l i c t e d b y t h e war. Thousands of c h i l d r e n and women were s u f f e r i n g 
from i n c u r a b l e d i s e a s e s o r from s e r i o u s p s y c h o l o g i c a l traumas. The c o n t i n u i n g 
i m p o s i t i o n o f economic s a n c t i o n s , d e s p i t e the f a c t t h a t the r e a s o n s j u s t i f y i n g 
them were no l o n g e r v a l i d , had l e d t o d r a m a t i c i n c r e a s e s i n d i s e a s e and 
m a l n u t r i t i o n . A c c o r d i n g t o a s u r v e y c o n d u c t e d by the U n i v e r s i t y o f Nancy i n 
J u l y 1991, 50 p e r c e n t o f I r a q i c h i l d r e n under the age of f i v e s u f f e r e d from 
m a l n u t r i t i o n , w h i l e thousands had d i e d f o r l a c k o f f o o d and m e d i c i n e . The 
c o n t i n u i n g i m p o s i t i o n o f economic s a n c t i o n s c o n s t i t u t e d a s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n of 
human r i g h t s and a l l p a r t i e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s must work t o end them. 
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20. The second example of mass v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s was the a c t i v i t i e s 
of the I s r a e l i f o r c e s i n the Arab o c c u p i e d t e r r i t o r i e s . P a l e s t i n i a n c i t i z e n s 
were k i l l e d o r d e t a i n e d w i t h o u t the r i g h t t o a f r e e t r i a l . The e x p u l s i o n o f 
P a l e s t i n i a n s from t h e i r l a n d c o n s t i t u t e d a f u r t h e r s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n of human 
r i g h t s . I n b o t h the c a s e s t o w h i c h she had r e f e r r e d , i t was women who b o r e 
the b r u n t of the b u r d e n because of t h e r o l e t h e y p l a y e d i n the f a m i l y . On 
b e h a l f o f a l l Arab women, she a p p e a l e d t o the Commission t o d e f e n d 
human r i g h t s wherever t h e y were v i o l a t e d and t o c o u n t e r the s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t s 
of the s u p e r - P o w e r s . Women, c h i l d r e n and the e l d e r l y must be p e r m i t t e d t o 
l i v e w i t h o u t s u f f e r i n g i n a p e a c e f u l and s e c u r e w o r l d i n w h i c h t h e y c o u l d 
e n j o y t h e i r l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s . A c a l l by the Commission to l i f t t he economic 
s a n c t i o n s a g a i n s t I r a q and h a l t the d a i l y v i o l a t i o n s o f the r i g h t s of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e would be a s i g n i f i c a n t landmark i n i t s p o l i c y . 

21. Mr. MARTIN (Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l ) , r e f e r r i n g t o the q u e s t i o n of 
human r i g h t s and i n t e r n a l armed c o n f l i c t , s a i d t h a t human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s 
i n c r e a s i n g l y took p l a c e i n a c o n t e x t i n w h i c h o p p o s i t i o n t o Governments 
i n v o l v e d t h r e a t e n e d o r a c t u a l v i o l e n c e . More o f t e n t h a n n o t , s u c h o p p o s i t i o n 
was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h e t h n i c , r e l i g i o u s o r n a t i o n a l i s t c o n f l i c t s . The r e c o r d s 
of many Governments had been s e r i o u s l y t a r n i s h e d by t h e i r a c t i o n s i n s u c h 
s i t u a t i o n s . 

22. I n L a t i n A m e r i c a , non-combatant c i v i l i a n s i n Guatemala, o f t e n of 
i n d i g e n o u s d e s c e n t , had r e g u l a r l y been v i c t i m s of the Guatemalan Army. In 
P e r u , d e s p i t e overwhelming e v i d e n c e of the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the armed f o r c e s 
f o r thousands of d i s a p p e a r a n c e s and e x t r a j u d i c i a l e x e c u t i o n s , m i l i t a r y 
t r i b u n a l s had a l m o s t always f a i l e d t o c o n v i c t t h o s e a c c u s e d of s u c h 
v i o l a t i o n s . The Government of C o l o m b i a had now r e c o g n i z e d t h a t any 
improvement i n the Ьглтап r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n would r e q u i r e the d i s b a n d i n g of the 
p a r a m i l i t a r y groups c r e a t e d by the army. A t e r r i b l e l e g a c y o f human r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s remained t o be d e a l t w i t h i n E l S a l v a d o r . 

23. I n A f r i c a , Government a c t i o n a g a i n s t i n s u r g e n c y had o f t e n t a k e n the form 
of i n d i s c r i m i n a t e v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n most c l o s e l y 
i d e n t i f i e d w i t h i n s u r g e n t s . Examples were the r e c e n t i n c i d e n t s i n the Nuba 
mountains of Sudan, i n n o r t h e r n d i s t r i c t s of Uganda and i n Rwanda and B u r u n d i . 

24. The l a r g e s t number of d i s a p p e a r a n c e s o v e r the p a s t decade - p r o b a b l y 
amounting t o t e n s of thousands - had been r e p o r t e d from S r i Lanka. The 
W orking Group on E n f o r c e d o r I n v o l u n t a r y D i s a p p e a r a n c e s had c o n c l u d e d t h a t the 
army, p o l i c e and c i v i l d e f e n c e u n i t s had a l l been i n v o l v e d i n d i s a p p e a r a n c e s . 
Those v i o l a t i o n s had f o r too l o n g been p a s s e d o v e r by t h e Commission and 
u r g e n t measures were needed t o e n s u r e t h a t the W o r k i n g Group's recommendations 
were f u l l y implemented. S c o r e s of d i s a p p e a r a n c e s and e x t r a j u d i c i a l e x e c u t i o n s 
c o n t i n u e d t o be r e p o r t e d i n the P h i l i p p i n e s and i n P u n j a b , Kashmir and Assam, 
a r e a s of I n d i a where s e c e s s i o n i s t movements had r e s o r t e d t o v i o l e n c e . 

25. The l o n g s t a n d i n g p a t t e r n of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n I r a q , p e r p e t r a t e d 
t o s u p p r e s s b o t h p e a c e f u l d i s s e n t and armed u p r i s i n g s , demanded an e x c e p t i o n a l 
r e s p o n s e . H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n u r g e d the Commission to e s t a b l i s h a more e x t e n s i v e 
human r i g h t s m o n i t o r i n g o p e r a t i o n i n t h a t c o u n t r y . E l s e w h e r e i n the 
M i d d l e E a s t , p e r s o n s a c c u s e d of p o l i t i c a l v i o l e n c e were o f t e n s u b j e c t e d t o 
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t o r t u r e . I n T u n i s i a , thousands of s u s p e c t e d members of a l - N a h d a , an o u t l a w e d 
I s l a m i c o p p o s i t i o n p a r t y , had been d e t a i n e d and t o r t u r e d and n i n e had d i e d i n 
c u s t o d y o v e r the p a s t y e a r . 

26. I n E u r o p e , r e p o r t s c o n t i n u e d of t o r t u r e and a r b i t r a r y d e t e n t i o n i n the 
s o u t h - e a s t of T u r k e y , where Government f o r c e s f a c e d armed o p p o s i t i o n from the 
K u r d i s h Workers' P a r t y . Non-combatants had been d e l i b e r a t e l y k i l l e d by 
S e r b i a n and C r o a t i a n f o r c e s i n Y u g o s l a v i a and i n i n c i d e n t s i n p a r t s of the 
f o r m e r USSR. R e p o r t s of t o r t u r e and i l l - t r e a t m e n t of s u s p e c t s and of k i l l i n g s 
by s e c u r i t y f o r c e s i n the U n i t e d Kingdom and S p a i n were examples of the 
problems t h a t a r o s e when n a t i o n a l i s t c o n f l i c t s became e n t r e n c h e d . 

27. P o l i t i c a l v i o l e n c e posed the g r e a t e s t c h a l l e n g e t o the p r o t e c t i o n of 
human r i g h t s . When a S t a t e r e s o r t e d t o g r o s s v i o l a t i o n s , the s p i r a l of 
v i o l e n c e was more o f t e n i n t e n s i f i e d t h a n s u p p r e s s e d . A r e s o l u t e and p u b l i c 
commitment t o p r o t e c t i o n of t h o s e r i g h t s was thus c a l l e d f o r a t the h i g h e s t 
p o l i t i c a l l e v e l s , as were prompt and e f f e c t i v e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s and s a n c t i o n s 
when v i o l a t i o n s were comm i t t e d , n o t t o m e n t i o n r i g o r o u s t r a i n i n g of s e c u r i t y 
f o r c e s . I n t i m e s of i n t e r n a l armed c o n f l i c t , b o t h Governments and t h e i r 
opponents s h o u l d o b s e r v e minimum s t a n d a r d s l a i d down by h u m a n i t a r i a n law. 
Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l had l o n g condemned the t o r t u r e and k i l l i n g o f p r i s o n e r s 
by armed o p p o s i t i o n g r o u p s ; i t would now oppose a w i d e r range of abuses by 
s u c h g r o u p s , g u i d e d by the p r o t e c t i o n of the i n d i v i d u a l e n s h r i n e d i n a r t i c l e 3 
common t o t h e Geneva C o n v e n t i o n s . I t would a l s o oppose o t h e r d e l i b e r a t e and 
a r b i t r a r y k i l l i n g s and the t a k i n g o r h o l d i n g of h o s t a g e s , documenting p a t t e r n s 
of s u c h abuses and s e e k i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o b r i n g p r e s s u r e t o b e a r on the 
p e r p e t r a t o r s . 

28. Sendero Liominoso, the L i b e r a t i o n T i g e r s of T a m i l Eelam and armed S i k h 
groups i n Punjab were among tho s e armed o p p o s i t i o n groups t h a t had p e r p e t r a t e d 
a r b i t r a r y k i l l i n g s on a h o r r i f i c s c a l e . S i m i l a r groups i n C o l o m b i a , the 
P h i l i p p i n e s and K a s h m i r , as w e l l as i n the M i d d l e E a s t , had r e s o r t e d t o 
h o s t a g e - t a k i n g . The Sudanese P e o p l e ' s L i b e r a t i o n Army had c a r r i e d out 
numerous siommary e x e c u t i o n s i n s o u t h e r n Sudan. Those abuses were w h o l l y 
u n a c c e p t a b l e , r e g a r d l e s s of the form of c o n f l i c t o r i t s p r o t a g o n i s t s . Amnesty 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l ' s work i n t h a t a r e a d i d n o t i m p l y any judgement on the n a t u r e of 
the c o n f l i c t : i t opposed the a b u s e s , n o t the e n t i t y t h a t committed them, 
whether a Government o r an o p p o s i t i o n group. I t s use of the n e u t r a l term 
"armed o p p o s i t i o n g r o u p " was i n t e n d e d t o c o n f e r no l e g i t i m a c y and i t was n o t 
f o r h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n t o d i s t i n g u i s h between l e g i t i m a t e and i l l e g i t i m a t e 
r e b e l l i o n . 

29. Governments f a c i n g i n t e r n a l armed c o n f l i c t f r e q u e n t l y responded w i t h 
p a r t i c u l a r h o s t i l i t y t o c r i t i c i s m of t h e i r human r i g h t s r e c o r d , a c c u s i n g 
n o n -governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s of b i a s o r even of f o m e n t i n g t e r r o r i s m o r 
a l l e g i n g t h a t undue a t t e n t i o n was a c c o r d e d to Government as opposed to 
o p p o s i t i o n a b u s e s . W h i l e s t r e s s i n g i t s condemnation of o p p o s i t i o n abuses and 
w o r k i n g t o h a l t them, h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n saw i t s p r o p e r p r i o r i t y as e n s u r i n g 
t h a t Governments and t h e i r a g e n t s were f u l l y a c c o u n t a b l e f o r t h e i r a c t i o n s and 
c o u l d n o t v i o l a t e the htiman r i g h t s of t h e i r c i t i z e n s w i t h i m p u n i t y . Those 
Governments had a c c e p t e d , and were bound b y , i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s 
s t a n d a r d s and must thus r e s p e c t them a t a l l t i m e s . V i o l e n c e by o p p o s i t i o n 
groups s h o u l d n e v e r be used t o d i v e r t a t t e n t i o n f r o m , s t i l l l e s s t o j u s t i f y . 
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human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s by Governments. Condemnation of abuses by o p p o s i t i o n 
groups must stem from the same genuine r e s p e c t f o r human l i f e , s e c u r i t y and 
l i b e r t y t h a t c o m p e l l e d the h i g h e s t s t a n d a r d s of g o v e r n m e n t a l o b s e r v a n c e of 
human r i g h t s law. 

30. The Commission's p r i m a r y f u n c t i o n must be t o promote the f u l l o b s e r v a n c e 
by Governments of t h e i r i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s commitments, no m a t t e r how 
d i f f i c u l t the c o n t e x t . I n d o i n g s o , i t must prove i t s e l f c a p a b l e of f i n d i n g 
new ways of r e s p o n d i n g t o s u c h s i t u a t i o n s . H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n welcomed the 
i n n o v a t i v e programme f o r human r i g h t s p r o t e c t i o n and m o n i t o r i n g w h i c h had 
begun the p r e v i o u s y e a r i n E l S a l v a d o r w i t h the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s O b s e r v e r M i s s i o n i n E l S a l v a d o r (ONUSAL). As the p r i n c i p a l 
human r i g h t s body of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , the Commission must e n s u r e t h a t hmian 
r i g h t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n s were a t the f o r e f r o n t of e v e r y s u c h i n i t i a t i v e . 

31. Mr. JEAN ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n of Human R i g h t s - FIDH) s a i d t h a t h i s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n was c o n c e r n e d a t the f a c t t h a t some m a s s i v e v i o l a t i o n s o f human 
r i g h t s were n e v e r d e a l t w i t h i n the Commission's p u b l i c p r o c e e d i n g s . Such was 
the case w i t h Chad, where more tha n 10,000 p e r s o n s had been s u m m a r i l y e x e c u t e d 
between 1982 and 1990 d u r i n g the regime of Hissène Habré. Some of t h o s e 
r e s p o n s i b l e s t i l l h e l d p o s i t i o n s i n the p r e s e n t s e c u r i t y f o r c e s . On 
1 December 1990, C o l o n e l I d r i s s Deby had u n d e r t a k e n t o r e s t o r e democracy and 
r e s p e c t f o r htjman r i g h t s . However, the r e p o r t p u b l i s h e d the p r e v i o u s day by 
FIDH and i t s a f f i l i a t e , the L i g u e t c h a d i e n n e des d r o i t s de l'homme, r e v e a l e d 
t h a t summary e x e c u t i o n s , d i s a p p e a r a n c e s , a r r e s t s and a c t s of t o r t u r e c o n t i n u e d 
unabated. R e a l power r e s t e d w i t h i r r e g u l a r u n i t s of the f o r m e r combatant 
f o r c e s , who were out of c o n t r o l . S c o r e s c o n t i n u e d t o be s e t t l e d between the 
r i v a l f a c t i o n s who s h a r e d power, w i t h members of e t h n i c groups and o p p o s i t i o n 
p a r t i e s a r r e s t e d and e x e c u t e d w i t h o u t t r i a l . I n r e s p o n s e t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p r e s s u r e . P r e s i d e n t Deby had announced clemency measures on 24 J a n u a r y and 
some of the many p e r s o n s d e t a i n e d s i n c e O c t o b e r 1991 had been r e l e a s e d . 
M e a n w h i l e , himiian r i g h t s a c t i v i s t s , j o u r n a l i s t s and a l l t h o s e engaged i n the 
d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e s s were u n d e r g o i n g g r e a t r i s k s . O n l y f i v e days p r e v i o u s l y , 
the V i c e - C h a i r m a n of the L i g u e t c h a d i e n n e , J o s e p h B e h i d i , had been murdered 
and t h e r e were f e a r s , d e s p i t e the p o s i t i v e , b u t w h o l l y i n a d e q u a t e measures 
announced the p r e v i o u s day by the Government, t h a t o t h e r d e f e n d e r s of hxmian 
r i g h t s would s h o r t l y be s u m m a r i l y e x e c u t e d . 

32. H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n was a l s o c o n c e r n e d a t the l a c k of p u b l i c t r e a t m e n t of 
the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Z a i r e . F o r s e v e r a l months, FIDH had been 
r e c e i v i n g a l a r m i n g i n f o r m a t i o n from i t s a f f i l i a t e , the L i g u e zaïroise des 
d r o i t s de l'homme. The p r e v i o u s week, s p e c i a l i n t e r v e n t i o n f o r c e s had opened 
f i r e on p e a c e f u l d e m o n s t r a t o r s , k i l l i n g 32 p e r s o n s , s e v e r a l of them c h i l d r e n , 
i n j u r i n g about 100 and a r r e s t i n g s e v e r a l hundred. I n Z a i r e , as i n Chad, 
d e f e n d e r s of human r i g h t s were r i s k i n g t h e i r l i v e s e v e r y day i n o r d e r t o keep 
the w o r l d - and the Commission - i n f o r m e d . H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n thus c a l l e d upon 
the Commission t o t a k e p u b l i c a c t i o n t o d e a l w i t h t h o s e s i t u a t i o n s , so as t o 
ensure t h a t s p e c i f i c p r o g r e s s was made i n the c o u n t r i e s c o n c e r n e d and t h a t , a t 
the v e r y l e a s t , the f a t e of the v i c t i m s s h o u l d n o t go unmentioned. 

33. I n P e r u , w h i c h h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had v i s i t e d i n 1991, the ambiguous 
s t a t e m e n t s made by P r e s i d e n t F u j i m o r i , t r e a t i n g himian r i g h t s o r g a n i z a t i o n s as 
a c c o m p l i c e s o f the g u e r r i l l a movements, gave grounds t o f e a r f o r the l i v e s o f 
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d e f e n d e r s o f human r i g h t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y members of the Asociación Pro-Derechos 
Humanos, an a f f i l i a t e of h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n . FIDH was aware t h a t the P e r u v i a n 
Government had t o combat armed groups s u c h as Sendero Luminoso, whose b a r b a r i c 
methods were w h o l l y u n j u s t i f i e d . I t was a l s o aware of the d i s a s t r o u s economic 
and s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n i n P e r u and of the Government's problems i n combating 
d r u g t r a f f i c k i n g . However, tho s e f a c t o r s c o u l d n o t j u s t i f y s y s t e m a t i c 
r e c o u r s e t o v i o l e n c e , the s o l e r e s p o n s e of the P e r u v i a n a u t h o r i t i e s t o the 
s i t u a t i o n . FIDH c o u l d n o t a c c e p t the maintenance o f 43 p e r c e n t o f Peru's 
• t e r r i t o r y and 58 p e r c e n t of i t s p o p u l a t i o n under m a r t i a l l a w , i n a s t a t e of 
emergency d a t i n g back a l m o s t 10 y e a r s . Nor was i t a c c e p t a b l e t h a t the 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s , summary e x e c u t i o n s and m a s s a c r e s , i n 72 per c e n t o f w h i c h the 
armed f o r c e s had been i n v o l v e d , s h o u l d be t o l e r a t e d and, t o a l l i n t e n t s and 
p u r p o s e s , encouraged by the a u t h o r i t i e s , who, d e s p i t e the s u b m i s s i o n of 
d e t a i l e d case d o s s i e r s by h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n , took no a c t i o n t o p u n i s h t h o s e 
r e s p o n s i b l e . The Commission s h o u l d c a l l upon the P e r u v i a n a u t h o r i t i e s t o t a k e 
the n e c e s s a r y s t e p s f o r t h a t p u r p o s e , a t l e a s t by p u t t i n g an end t o i m p u n i t y . 
To do so woul d make t h e i r d i f f i c u l t t a s k o f combating p o v e r t y , t e r r o r i s m and 
the drug t r a f f i c e a s i e r and human r i g h t s would r e g a i n the supremacy t h a t was 
a t p r e s e n t so s e r i o u s l y t h r e a t e n e d . 

34. I n c o n c l u s i o n , h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n u r g e d the Commission t o r e a c t v i g o r o u s l y 
t o the s e r i o u s v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s t a k i n g p l a c e i n I r a n , i n T i b e t and 
i n E a s t T i m o r , from w h i c h t h e r e was a t p r e s e n t no news of the f a t e o f the 
d e m o n s t r a t o r s a r r e s t e d s i n c e the t e r r i b l e massacre r e p o r t e d i n the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l media. 

35. Mr. SOLT (Hungary) t o o k the C h a i r . 

36. Mr. EMERY ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f D e m o c r a t i c L awyers) s a i d t h a t an 
agreement on r e c o n c i l i a t i o n , n o n - a g g r e s s i o n , c o l l a b o r a t i o n and t r a d e between 
n o r t h and s o u t h had been c o n c l u d e d between the two Koreas on 13 December 1991, 
p a v i n g the way f o r the agreement on the d e n u c l e a r i z a t i o n o f t h e p e n i n s u l a 
c o n c l u d e d on 31 December 1991. The f i r s t d i r e c t c o n t a c t s between the 
D e m o c r a t i c P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f K o r e a and the U n i t e d S t a t e s were now t a k i n g 
p l a c e and P r e s i d e n t Bush had pro p o s e d abandoning the p r e s e n t y e a r ' s m i l i t a r y 
manoeuvres i n the R e p u b l i c o f K o r e a , w h i c h were a s o u r c e o f g r e a t t e n s i o n 
between the two s i d e s . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l media had t r e a t e d t h o s e developments 
as i f the q u e s t i o n o f K o r e a was a l r e a d y as good as s e t t l e d . C o n s e q u e n t l y , the 
new d i a l o g u e was b e i n g used t o c o n c e a l the c o n t i n u i n g r e p r e s s i o n o f o p p o s i t i o n 
and v i o l a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s i n the s o u t h . Indeed, P r e s i d e n t Bush's 
a s s u r a n c e s had l e d p u b l i c o p i n i o n t o b e l i e v e t h a t the o n l y r e m a i n i n g 
u n r e s o l v e d i s s u e s c o n c e r n e d the n o r t h . 

37. The f a c t s were o t h e r w i s e and the Commission s h o u l d be i n f o r m e d o f the 
t r u e human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n the R e p u b l i c o f K o r e a , w h i c h was c o n s t a n t l y 
f a l s i f i e d o r p l a y e d down by most of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l m edia, i n s p i r e d by the 
s t r a t e g y and t a c t i c s o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s . Between 1,500 and 3,800 p e r s o n s 
were d e t a i n e d f o r p o l i t i c a l r e a s o n s , many of them s e r v i n g v e r y l o n g 
s e n t e n c e s . Many p r i s o n e r s s u f f e r e d from s e r i o u s i l l n e s s e s as a r e s u l t of 
i l l - t r e a t m e n t and around 30 d i e d i n p r i s o n each y e a r . Those f r e e d had f i r s t 
t o s i g n a r e c a n t a t i o n and remained under a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s u r v e i l l a n c e a f t e r 
t h e i r r e l e a s e . He r e f e r r e d t o the case o f the s t u d e n t Rim Sou Kyeung, who had 
been s e n t e n c e d t o a l o n g term o f imprisonment on h e r r e t u r n from a t t e n d i n g the 
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World Youth F e s t i v a l i n Pyongyang i n the summer of 1989, a l t h o u g h e v i d e n c e 
showed t h a t she had r e f r a i n e d from a d o p t i n g a p o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n t h r o u g h o u t 
her s t a y i n the n o r t h , s i m p l y a f f i r m i n g t h a t she u n r e s e r v e d l y s u p p o r t e d the 
p e a c e f u l r e u n i f i c a t i o n of h e r c o u n t r y . She was th u s o n l y one of a number of 
c i t i z e n s p r o s e c u t e d and s e n t e n c e d f o r t a k i n g the same i n i t i a t i v e s s u b s e q u e n t l y 
a dopted by the Government. 

38. V i o l e n t s u p p r e s s i o n of d e m o n s t r a t i o n s by the p o l i c e and m i l i t a r y and 
t o r t u r e i n p l a c e s of d e t e n t i o n were the r u l e . L a r g e d e m o n s t r a t i o n s had been 
b r u t a l l y c r u s h e d i n A p r i l , May and June 1991, w i t h l o s s of l i f e and s e r i o u s 
i n j u r y . M e d i e v a l methods of t o r t u r e were g i v i n g way t o more s o p h i s t i c a t e d 
methods, w h i c h l e f t no v i s i b l e t r a c e s . The s o p h i s t i c a t e d equipment used f o r 
the purpose was i m p o r t e d from the U n i t e d S t a t e s and Japan. The D e c l a r a t i o n on 
the P r o t e c t i o n o f A l l P e r s o n s from B e i n g S u b j e c t e d t o T o r t u r e , u n a n i m o u s l y 
adopted by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s on 9 December 1975, was thus s y s t e m a t i c a l l y 
v i o l a t e d . Many young p e o p l e had committed s u i c i d e i n p r o t e s t a g a i n s t the 
p r a c t i c e s of Roh Tae Woo's re g i m e , as was c o n f i r m e d by Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l . 

39. D e s p i t e the détente w i t h the n o r t h , a l l l e g a l p r o v i s i o n s a f f e c t i n g the 
human r i g h t s of s t u d e n t s , churchmen, t r a d e u n i o n i s t s and l e a d e r s o f the 
p a r l i a m e n t a r y o p p o s i t i o n remained i n f o r c e . H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n thus c a l l e d f o r 
the r e l e a s e o f p o l i t i c a l d e t a i n e e s as a c o n c r e t e e x p r e s s i o n of the w i l l f o r 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n and c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h the n o r t h ; f o r an end t o t o r t u r e and 
a t t a c k s on human d i g n i t y and p u b l i c freedoms; and f o r a r e v i s i o n of the l e g a l 
system of the R e p u b l i c of K o r e a r e g a r d i n g human r i g h t s and p u b l i c freedoms. 

40. T u r n i n g t o the s i t u a t i o n i n Western S a h a r a , he s a i d t h a t , o n l y a m a t t e r 
of days b e f o r e the date i n i t i a l l y s c h e d u l e d f o r the r e f e r e n d i m i t o d e t e r m i n e 
the s t a t u s of the t e r r i t o r y , the Moroccan a u t h o r i t i e s had a r r e s t e d more than 
400 Saharan c i v i l i a n s , of whom n o t h i n g had s i n c e been h e a r d , d e s p i t e the 
pr e s e n c e of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s M i s s i o n f o r the Referendum i n Western S a h a r a , 
whose p r e s e n c e s h o u l d be an a d d i t i o n a l g u a r a n t e e of s a f e t y f o r the p o p u l a t i o n . 

41. D i d the U n i t e d N a t i o n s have no means of d i s s u a d i n g Morocco from 
c o n t i n u i n g w i t h t h o s e a r r e s t s ? Recent r e p o r t s from a u t h o r i z e d s o u r c e s 
c o n f i r m e d t h a t Morocco was m o n i t o r i n g e v e r y movement of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
p e a c e - k e e p i n g f o r c e s , w h i c h were b e i n g d e n i e d any c o n t a c t w i t h the 
p o p u l a t i o n . Western Sahara was i n a s t a t e of s i e g e , w i t h the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s c o n f i n e d i n a r e a s from w h i c h t h e y c o u l d n o t move w i t h o u t the 
knowledge of the Moroccan s e c u r i t y f o r c e s and w i t h the p o p u l a t i o n r educed to 
s i l e n c e . S i n c e 1975, Morocco had r e f u s e d the Saharan p e o p l e the 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n c a l l e d f o r by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n the peace p l a n 
c o n t a i n e d i n r e s o l u t i o n 658, adopted u n a n i m o u s l y by the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l i n 
June 1990. The Commission must work t o ensure t h a t , i n the c o u r s e of 1992, 
the referendum went ahead as p l a n n e d . Any f u r t h e r d e l a y would mean more 
a r r e s t s and d i s a p p e a r a n c e s among the d e f e n c e l e s s p o p u l a t i o n . 

42. Ms. NUNEZ (Commission f o r the Defence of Human R i g h t s i n C e n t r a l A m e r i c a ) 
s a i d t h a t v i o l a t i o n s of f u n d a m e n t a l htiman r i g h t s , s o c i a l and economic 
i n j u s t i c e , the p e r s i s t e n t m i l i t a r y d o m i n a t i o n of some c o u n t r i e s and i m p u n i t y 
c o n t i n u e d t o be u n d e n i a b l e f e a t u r e s of the C e n t r a l A m e r i c a n s c e n e , w i t h 
c o u n t l e s s p e r s o n s s u f f e r i n g i n t i m i d a t i o n and d e a t h i n e v e r y c o n c e i v a b l e form. 
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The r e g i o n had a l s o been a f f e c t e d by e x t e r n a l a g g r e s s i o n , w i t h N i c a r a g u a and 
Cuba the v i c t i m s o f economic b l o c k a d e s and Panama s u b j e c t e d t o a c t u a l m i l i t a r y 
i n v a s i o n t h a t had r e s u l t e d i n thousands of de a t h s and d i s a p p e a r a n c e s . 

43. The new decade had b r o u g h t w i t h i t a new type of r e p r e s s i o n i n 
C e n t r a l A m e r i c a w h i c h took the form o f the w i d e s p r e a d a p p l i c a t i o n of 
s t r u c t u r a l a d j u s t m e n t measures, i n a d d i t i o n t o the p h y s i c a l r e p r e s s i o n of 
w o r k e r s demanding s t a b l e employment and b e t t e r wages t o e n a b l e them t o e n j o y 
t h e r i g h t t o a d i g n i f i e d e x i s t e n c e . F o r example, i n N i c a r a g u a i n 1991, 
a n t i - r i o t p o l i c e had been used a g a i n s t w o r k e r s on 11 o c c a s i o n s and s i m i l a r 
i n c i d e n t s had t a k e n p l a c e i n Honduras. N e v e r t h e l e s s , h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n w i s h e d 
t o f o c u s a t t e n t i o n on E l S a l v a d o r and Guatemala, where the s i t u a t i o n was a t 
i t s most s e r i o u s . Human r i g h t s a c t i v i s t s and members of h u m a n i t a r i a n and 
p e o p l e ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n s had c o n t i n u e d t o be i n t i m i d a t e d i n E l S a l v a d o r d u r i n g 
1991, as c o n f i r m e d by the S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the Commission i n h i s 
r e p o r t c o n t a i n e d i n document E/CN.4/1992/32. The S a l v a d o r i a n Human R i g h t s 
Commission had s i n c e r e p o r t e d c o n t i n u i n g t h r e a t s t o i t s members, one o f whom 
had been i m p r i s o n e d and i n t e r r o g a t e d . D u r i n g 1991, a t o t a l of 663 p e r s o n s had 
been h e l d i l l e g a l l y , 157 had been d e t a i n e d o r had d i s a p p e a r e d and 1,035 had 
been murdered. I n t i m i d a t i o n by the d e a t h squads, p a r t i c u l a r l y t he " F r e n t e 
A n t i c o m m u n i s t a Salvadoreño, had even a f f e c t e d the U n i t e d N a t i o n s m i s s i o n , 
ONUSAL. 

44. The agreement r e a c h e d between the Government and the F r e n t e Farabundo 
M a r t i p a r a l a Liberación N a c i o n a l was a s t e p towards the b u i l d i n g of peace. 
Her d e l e g a t i o n a g r e e d w i t h the S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ' s comment t h a t t h e r e was 
a s e r i o u s and a l a r m i n g gap between p r o c l a i m e d i n t e n t i o n s and r e s u l t s . The 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s and, u l t i m a t e l y , t he Commission t h e r e f o r e had a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
t o c o n t i n u e s u p p o r t i n g the peace e f f o r t s o f the S a l v a d o r i a n p e o p l e , t o 
m a i n t a i n the S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n h i s m o n i t o r i n g c a p a c i t y and t o 
s t r e n g t h e n t h e r o l e o f t h e human r i g h t s d i v i s i o n o f ONUSAL. I n o r d e r t o 
c o n s o l i d a t e the r e c e n t l y i n i t i a t e d p r o c e s s and t o a t t a i n t h e p r o p o s e d 
o b j e c t i v e s , i t was a l s o e s s e n t i a l t o a c h i e v e an u n r e s t r i c t e d s u s p e n s i o n o f 
a c t i o n s t h a t v i o l a t e d human r i g h t s . She was r e f e r r i n g t o t h e murder on 
4 F e b r u a r y 1992 o f Mr. Omar de l a Paz G o n z a l e z , J u s t i c e o f the Peace , and o f 
A r g e n t i n a A r g e t a , a member of the N a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n o f A g r i c u l t u r a l 
C o o p e r a t i v e s . 

45. W i t h r e g a r d t o Guatemala, h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n a g r e e d w i t h t h e s t a t e m e n t i n 
the r e p o r t by the Independent E x p e r t of the Commission (E/CN.4/1992/5) t h a t 
one d i f f i c u l t y w h i c h Guatemala had f a c e d and c o n t i n u e d t o f a c e was t h a t of 
t r a n s l a t i n g t he n o b l e p r i n c i p l e s o f the p r o t e c t i o n o f himian l i f e and the 
i n t e g r i t y and s e c u r i t y o f the Ьглтап p e r s o n i n t o r e a l i t y f o r a l l c i t i z e n s of 
the c o u n t r y . However, t h e d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t o f human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s g i v e n 
i n t h e r e p o r t showed t h a t the e x p r e s s e d w i l l of the Government and i t s 
p o l i c i e s were f a r from e n s u r i n g the p r o p e r enjoyment of t h o s e r i g h t s . In t h a t 
r e s p e c t , t h e number of Guatemalan and f o r e i g n v i c t i m s c o n t i n u e d t o i n c r e a s e i n 
t h a t c o u n t r y y e a r a f t e r y e a r . W h i l e i t was t r u e t h a t the P r e s i d e n t o f 
Guatemala had t a k e n v a r i o u s measures t o g i v e e f f e c t t o t h o s e r i g h t s , the 
m a j o r i t y o f the p o p u l a t i o n c o n t i n u e d t o be s u b j e c t e d t o abuse by the m i l i t a r y , 
the p o l i c e and p a r a m i l i t a r y g r o u p s . 
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46. A s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n f a c e d some 45,000 Guatemalan r e f u g e e s i n M e x i c o who 
had s t i l l n o t been a b l e t o r e t u r n t o Guatemala and were b e i n g d e n i e d a l m o s t 
a l l t he r i g h t s t o w h i c h e v e r y Guatemalan c i t i z e n was e n t i t l e d . 

47. As i n p r e v i o u s y e a r s , t h e Independent E x p e r t s t a t e d t h a t o n l y the v i c t i m s 
and n o t the a u t h o r s of the most v i o l e n t c r i m e s c o u l d be i d e n t i f i e d and t h a t 
the most d i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n t o answer was the e x t e n t t o w h i c h S t a t e b o d i e s o r 
p u b l i c o f f i c i a l s were i n v o l v e d i n v i o l e n t c r i m e s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , many r e p o r t s 
from n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Government and 
o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s and the v i c t i m s of v i o l e n c e t h e m s e l v e s i d e n t i f i e d the 
c o u n t r y ' s m i l i t a r y and s e c u r i t y f o r c e s as t h o s e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e commission 
of t h o s e v i o l e n t a c t s . 

48. V i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n Guatemala c o n t i n u e d t o be s y s t e m a t i c and 
s e r i o u s and were the e x p r e s s i o n of m i l i t a r y d o c t r i n e s and p o l i c i e s w h i c h 
d e n i e d the enjoyment of b a s i c r i g h t s . They were n o t committed by a few 
o f f i c i a l s a c t i n g on t h e i r own, b u t the l o g i c a l outcome of a s t r a t e g y 
s u c c e s s f u l l y a p p l i e d f o r more tha n t h r e e decades i n Guatemala. 

49. Her d e l e g a t i o n r e q u e s t e d the Commission t o renew the mandate of the 
S p e c i a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e f o r E l S a l v a d o r and t o c o n t i n u e s u p p o r t i n g t h e peace 
e f f o r t s i n i t i a t e d i n t h a t c o u n t r y . I t a l s o r e q u e s t e d the Commission t o 
c o n t i n u e t o f o l l o w c l o s e l y the hioman r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Guatemala t h r o u g h the 
appointment of a s p e c i a l r a p p o r t e u r on human r i g h t s . 

50. Mr. OZDEN ( C e n t r e E u r o p e - T i e r s Monde), r e f e r r i n g t o the s i t u a t i o n i n 
H a i t i , s a i d t h a t , s i n c e 30 September 1991, when P r e s i d e n t A r i s t i d e had been 
deposed, more tha n 1,500 p e r s o n s had been k i l l e d . The a s s a s s i n a t i o n s , 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s and a r r e s t s c o n t i n u e d and, f o r t h o s e r e a s o n s , h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n 
u r g e d the Commission t o a p p o i n t once a g a i n a s p e c i a l r a p p o r t e u r f o r H a i t i . 

51. He a l s o drew a t t e n t i o n t o the s i t u a t i o n i n B u r u n d i , where massacres had 
t a k e n the l i v e s of hundreds of thousands of p e r s o n s , m a i n l y members of the 
Hutu t r i b e , w h i l e thousands of o t h e r s had had t o f l e e the c o u n t r y . I n 
November and December 1991, the e v e n t s had l e d t o the d e a t h s of a t l e a s t 
3,000 p e r s o n s and the f l i g h t o f 50,000 t o Z a i r e and Rwanda. I n v i e w of t h a t 
s i t u a t i o n , h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n hoped t h a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, i n 
p a r t i c u l a r the Commission on Human R i g h t s , w o u l d persuade B u r u n d i t o h o l d a 
round t a b l e t h a t w o u l d b r i n g t o g e t h e r p e r s o n s r e p r e s e n t i n g the Government, the 
v a r i o u s e t h n i c g r o u p s , the r e f u g e e s , the h o s t c o u n t r i e s of t h e r e f u g e e s and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s s e e k i n g t o e n s u r e r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s i n the 
c o u n t r y . 

52. W i t h r e g a r d t o Morocco, he s a i d t h a t , f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s , whenever h i s 
d e l e g a t i o n had g i v e n the names of p e r s o n s who had d i s a p p e a r e d o r been 
i m p r i s o n e d , i t had been t o l d t h a t i t was m i s t a k e n and t h a t t h o s e p e r s o n s d i d 
n o t e x i s t . 

53. H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had welcomed the r e l e a s e s t h a t had t a k e n p l a c e i n r e c e n t 
months. Abraham S e r f a t y had been r e l e a s e d because of h i s B r a z i l i a n 
n a t i o n a l i t y . Tazmaraart had been r a z e d t o the ground a f t e r the Moroccan 
Government had s t a t e d on s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s t h a t the p r i s o n e x i s t e d o n l y i n the 
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minds of p e r s o n s who w i s h e d to harm Morocco. However, the Tazmamart case was 
n o t f i n i s h e d . T h i r t y - f o u r p e r s o n s b e l o n g i n g t o the m i l i t a r y had been 
i m p r i s o n e d i n Tazmamart and had n o t y e t r e a p p e a r e d . H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a p p e a l e d 
t o the Commission to send an o f f i c i a l commission of i n q u i r y t o Morocco t o meet 
w i t h t h o s e who had escaped from Tazmamart. He r e c a l l e d t h a t a h u m a n i t a r i a n 
m i s s i o n composed of p h y s i c i a n s s e n t by s e v e r a l n o n-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
had gone t o M orocco, b u t had been u n a b l e t o meet w i t h them. S t e p s must be 
t a k e n t o save a l l the m i s s i n g p e r s o n s and p r i s o n e r s of c o n s c i e n c e who 
c o n t i n u e d t o d i e i n Moroccan p r i s o n s . 

54. Those p r i s o n s s t i l l h e l d many Saharan p r i s o n e r s . I n t h a t c o n n e c t i o n , he 
r e f e r r e d t o Mohammad N a d r a n i , who had r e c e n t l y s ucceeded i n l e a v i n g Morocco 
a f t e r h a v i n g been k i d n a p p e d n i n e y e a r s p r e v i o u s l y and who had d e s c r i b e d the 
t e r r i b l e c o n d i t i o n s i n w h i c h he had been i m p r i s o n e d a t Agdez. 

55. H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had b e l i e v e d , as a r e s u l t of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l ' s 
a d o p t i o n i n A p r i l 1991 of the peace p l a n f o r Western S a h a r a , t h a t Morocco 
would r e l e a s e a l l the Saharans i m p r i s o n e d i n i t s j a i l s . That had n o t been the 
c a s e . On the c o n t r a r y , the w o r l d was w i t n e s s i n g the a r r e s t s of many young 
p e r s o n s i n the o c c u p i e d a r e a s of Western Sahara who were p r o t e s t i n g a g a i n s t 
the e x i s t i n g s i t u a t i o n . 

56. The Saharans were p r o h i b i t e d from e n t e r i n g i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s f o r c e s i n Western Sahara under the t h r e a t of i m p r i s o n m e n t . At 
l e a s t 40,000 p e r s o n s had a l r e a d y been d e p o r t e d from Morocco t o Western Sahara 
i n o r d e r t o p l a c e the U n i t e d N a t i o n s b e f o r e a f a i t a c c o m p l i w i t h r e g a r d t o the 
c r i t e r i a g o v e r n i n g the s e l e c t i o n of v o t e r s . The few j o u r n a l i s t s who had 
v i s i t e d the a r e a had r e p o r t e d on the e x t r e m e l y t i g h t s u r v e i l l a n c e e x i s t i n g i n 
a c o u n t r y where the i n h a b i t a n t s s h o u l d have a l r e a d y been a b l e t o e x p r e s s 
t h e m s e l v e s f r e e l y w i t h r e g a r d to t h e i r f u t u r e . Everyone knew who was p l a c i n g 
o b s t a c l e s i n the way of peace and who c o n t i n u e d t o v i o l a t e human r i g h t s . H i s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n t h e r e f o r e u rged the Commission to a p p o i n t a commission of i n q u i r y 
t o v i s i t W estern Sahara i n o r d e r t o v e r i f y the v i o l a t i o n s of f u n d a m e n t a l 
freedoms, to'meet w i t h m i s s i n g p e r s o n s who had r e t u r n e d t o W estern Sahara and 
t o o b t a i n news c o n c e r n i n g the l o n g l i s t o f hundreds of m i s s i n g Saharans drawn 
up by the a s s o c i a t i o n of f a m i l i e s of p r i s o n e r s and m i s s i n g S a h a r a n s . 

57. Mr. VITTORI (Pax C h r i s t i I n t e r n a t i o n a l ) s a i d t h a t war b e n e f i t e d no one. 
The G u l f war had g i v e n r i s e t o i n n u m e r a b l e v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s . The 
K u w a i t i s who had remained i n the c o u n t r y had been s u b j e c t e d t o the c r u e l t i e s 
of o c c u p a t i o n w i t h o u t f i n d i n g a t the end of t h a t p e r i o d the democracy t h e y had 
been e n t i t l e d t o e x p e c t . The P a l e s t i n i a n s had been v i c t i m s of a v e r i t a b l e 
pogrom b e f o r e the v e r y eyes of the combined f o r c e s w h i c h had done n o t h i n g t o 
p r e v e n t i t . The Kurds of I r a q , i n v i t e d t o r e v o l t by a t r i u m p h a n t Head of 
S t a t e , had been massacred o r f o r c e d t o t a k e r e f u g e i n the mountains between 
two c o u n t r i e s w h i c h o c c u p i e d K u r d i s t a n . The S h i ' i t e s of I r a q had a l s o been 
m i s l e d and abandoned. S o - c a l l e d s u r g i c a l m i l i t a r y o p e r a t i o n s had been the 
r e s u l t of a b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l war w h i c h was c o n t i n u i n g t o i n f l i c t s u f f e r i n g on 
c h i l d r e n and the e l d e r l y . I n s t e a d of h e l p i n g the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n , a 
s t r i c t embargo was b e i n g m a i n t a i n e d and was a l l the more s e v e r e i n t h a t i t had 
been l i f t e d i n f a v o u r of the m i l i t a r y regime i n H a i t i . A d o u b l e s t a n d a r d s 
p o l i c y was c o n t i n u i n g t o be a p p l i e d . 
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58. The m i l i t a r y i n t e r v e n t i o n by the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l had p r i m a r i l y s e r v e d 
the economic and s t r a t e g i c i n t e r e s t s of a g r e a t Power and a b s o l v e d a few 
d i c t a t o r s h i p s , f o r the p r i c e of t h e i r s u p p o r t , of t h e i r v i o l a t i o n s of human 
r i g h t s . 

59. The S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r on t o r t u r e , who had s u b m i t t e d a r e p o r t on T imor, 
had been on the i s l a n d a t the time of the November 1991 m a s s a c r e , w h i c h had 
been d e s c r i b e d by two A m e r i c a n j o u r n a l i s t s who had been e y e w i t n e s s e s and 
spoken on b e h a l f of Pax C h r i s t i I n t e r n a t i o n a l . He would l i k e t o know f o r what 
economic and d i p l o m a t i c i n t e r e s t s the Timorans were b e i n g s a c r i f i c e d and the 
r e s o l u t i o n s of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l i g n o r e d . H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n renewed i t s 
r e q u e s t f o r the h o l d i n g of a r e f e r e n d u m t h a t would e n a b l e the p e o p l e of Timor 
t o e x p r e s s t h e i r w i s h e s i n freedom. 

60. The new i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r d e r was making no headway a g a i n s t t h e a r r o g a n c e 
of a Government t h a t had been r e q u e s t e d t o n e g o t i a t e peace i n the 
M i d d l e E a s t . The U n i t e d N a t i o n s was k e p t away from the n e g o t i a t i n g t a b l e and 
i t s r e s o l u t i o n s i g n o r e d ; the P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e had n o t been f o r m a l l y 
r e c o g n i z e d as a f u l l p a r t y t o the n e g o t i a t i o n s of w h i c h i t was t h e p r i m a r y 
c o n c e r n . H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n hoped t h a t the a c t i o n of the f o r c e s of peace i n 
I s r a e l , i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s and i n the w o r l d would awaken the c o n s c i e n c e of 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. 

61. The m i l i t a r y o c c u p a t i o n of K u r d i s t a n , T imor, T i b e t and P a l e s t i n e had many 
p o i n t s i n common w i t h t h a t of K u w a i t by I r a q , b u t the most o b v i o u s a n a l o g y was 
the r e p r e s s i o n of the p o p u l a t i o n and the n o n - a p p l i c a t i o n of the f o u r t h Geneva 
C o n v e n t i o n , w h i c h s h o u l d be a p p l i e d everjrwhere, no m a t t e r who was t h e 
o p p r e s s o r and who was the o p p r e s s e d . 

62. I r a n a l s o hoped to b e n e f i t from i t s a t t i t u d e d u r i n g the G u l f war and t o 
make the w o r l d f o r g e t the f r i g h t f u l t e r r o r t h a t p r e v a i l e d i n the c o u n t r y . F a r 
from d e c r e a s i n g , the number of a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t s , t o r t u r e and e x e c u t i o n s had 
i n c r e a s e d i n the p a s t y e a r . The c a l l f o r t h e murder of a U n i t e d Kingdom 
w r i t e r was s t i l l i n f o r c e and I r a n i a n d i p l o m a t s had been q u e s t i o n e d w i t h good 
r e a s o n by the S w i s s and F r e n c h p o l i c e i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h murders committed i n 
t h e i r t e r r i t o r y . The Commission's f a v o u r a b l e a t t i t u d e towards t h a t c o u n t r y 
s h o u l d n o t p r e v e n t i t from e x t e n d i n g the mandate o f the S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r and 
a d o p t i n g the r e s o l u t i o n s u b m i t t e d t o i t . 

63. The c i v i l war was c o n t i n u i n g t o cause b l o o d s h e d i n S r i Lanka. Many 
i n n o c e n t p e r s o n s were v i c t i m s of m i s t r e a t m e n t t h r o u g h Government d e c i s i o n s and 
a c t i o n s by p a r a m i l i t a r y g r o u p s . I t was u r g e n t l y n e c e s s a r y t h a t n e g o t i a t i o n s 
f o r a g e n u i n e peace s h o u l d be h e l d under U n i t e d N a t i o n s a u s p i c e s . 

64. I t had n o t been p o s s i b l e f o r the r e f e r e n d i i m i n W estern S a h a r a t o be 
h e l d . M orocco, w h i c h had r e l e a s e d a number of p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s whose 
e x i s t e n c e i t had l o n g d e n i e d , was n o t making the work of MINURSO any e a s i e r . 
The U n i t e d N a t i o n s s h o u l d be a b l e t o have the n e c e s s a r y means f o r the 
p r e p a r a t i o n and h o l d i n g of a r e f e r e n d i m i t h a t would c l e a r l y e x p r e s s the w i l l o f 
the Saharan p e o p l e . 

65. I n E u r o p e , p e o p l e s were d i s m a n t l i n g the p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e s t h a t had 
been imposed on them by t o t a l i t a r i a n S t a t e s . H i s d e l e g a t i o n was c o n c e r n e d a t 
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the f i g h t i n g and a t r o c i t i e s t a k i n g p l a c e i n Y u g o s l a v i a and i n some p a r t s of 
the f o r m e r S o v i e t U n i o n . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community c o u l d n o t a l l o w h o r r i b l e 
c r i m e s t o be committed w i t h i m p u n i t y under c o v e r of the p r i n c i p l e of n a t i o n a l 
s o v e r e i g n t y . New i n t e r n a t i o n a l r u l e s had to be p r e p a r e d t h a t would d e t e r m i n e 
the c o n d i t i o n s and form of i n t e r v e n t i o n t h a t were j u s t i f i e d by the d u t y to 
h e l p a p e o p l e o r a p o p u l a t i o n i n danger. The d i s p a t c h of a l a r g e number of 
" b l u e h e l m e t s " to C r o a t i a would o f f e r b o t h p r o t e c t i o n f o r the p o p u l a t i o n and 
an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r peace. He wondered how many l i v e s c o u l d have been saved i f 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s f o r c e s had been a b l e to i n t e r v e n e sooner and would be saved i f 
they c o u l d a l s o be d e p l o y e d i n o t h e r a r e a s such as Kosovo. 

66. In N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , human r i g h t s were c o n s t a n t l y b e i n g v i o l a t e d by 
p a r a i n i l i t a r y g r o u p s , b u t a l s o by the U n i t e d Kingdom a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , w h i c h had 
j u s t r e l e a s e d s e v e r a l " l o y a l i s t " members of p a r a m i l i t a r y f o r c e s s e n t e n c e d t o 
l i f e i m prisonment f o r t e r r o r i s t a c t s . Pax C h r i s t i was r e s o l u t e l y a s s o c i a t e d 
w i t h o t h e r NGOs i n f o r m i n g l i n k s t h a t s h o u l d make i t p o s s i b l e to e s t a b l i s h a 
r e a l i s t i c and honest d i a l o g u e between these two comm u n i t i e s . I t hoped t h a t 
the two p a r t i e s would r e q u e s t U n i t e d N a t i o n s a s s i s t a n c e i n o r d e r to h e l p them 
to f i n d a f a i r s o l u t i o n . 

67. H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n welcomed the arrangement n e g o t i a t e d by the S a l v a d o r i a n s 
and r e g a r d e d i t as a p r e c u r s o r f o r a s i m i l a r s o l u t i o n i n Guatemala, where the 
m a j o r i t y I n d i a n p o p u l a t i o n was reduced to v i r t u a l s l a v e r y and c r u e l l y 
r e p r e s s e d whenever i t m a n i f e s t e d i t s l e g i t i m a t e a s p i r a t i o n s f o r a b e t t e r l i f e 
i n freedom, d i g n i t y and j u s t i c e . In t h a t c o n n e c t i o n , he r e f e r r e d to the 
a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t s , e x t r a j u d i c i a l e x e c u t i o n s and bombing of v i l l a g e s t h a t had 
been o b s e r v e d by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s e x p e r t i n October 1991. The e x p e r t ' s 
m i s s i o n s h o u l d be extended and he s h o u l d be i n v i t e d t o g i v e p a r t i c u l a r 
a t t e n t i o n to the s i t u a t i o n o f i n d i g e n o u s p o p u l a t i o n s . I t would be a p p r o p r i a t e 
i f the Commission ad o p t e d a r e s o l u t i o n t h a t would b r i n g p r e s s u r e to b e a r on 
the p a r t i e s so t h a t t h e y would c o n t i n u e t o n e g o t i a t e the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of the 
J u l y 1991 Q u e r e t a r o agreement. 

68. H i s d e l e g a t i o n admired the courage of F a t h e r R i c a r d o Rezende, a p r i e s t i n 
the S t a t e of P a r a i n B r a z i l who had r i s k e d h i s l i f e t o a d d r e s s the Commission 
i n o r d e r t o t e l l the w o r l d about the s u f f e r i n g of p e a s a n t s and f o r e s t workers 
reduced to s l a v e r y by p o w e r f u l landowners. K i l l e r s h i r e d by them were 
f r e q u e n t l y p o l i c e o f f i c e r s and the B r a z i l i a n Government was u n a b l e t o ensure 
r e s p e c t f o r the law. 

69. The p r e v i o u s y e a r , h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had denounced the f a c t t h a t d e a t h 
squads hunted down s t r e e t c h i l d r e n i n s e v e r a l major B r a z i l i a n c i t i e s and 
k i l l e d them as i f th e y were h a r m f u l a n i m a l s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h a t h a t e f u l 
p r a c t i c e had n o t ce a s e d . B r a z i l was a l a r g e c o u n t r y where numerous s e r i o u s 
v i o l a t i o n s of v a r i o u s k i n d s took p l a c e . For those r e a s o n s , h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n 
hoped t h a t the Commission would c o n s i d e r i n c l u d i n g the s i t u a t i o n i n B r a z i l i n 
the agenda i t e m under d i s c u s s i o n . 

70. The m i l i t a r y coup d'état i n H a i t i had been condemned by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community and the s t r i c t l y a p p l i e d t r a d e embargo was t o have b r o u g h t the 
d i c t a t o r s h i p t o i t s knees w i t h i n a month. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the Dominican 
R e p u b l i c was n o t o b s e r v i n g i t and i t was n o t b e i n g e f f e c t i v e l y m o n i t o r e d by 
the U n i t e d S t a t e s . In e a r l y F e b r u a r y , P r e s i d e n t Bush, c i t i n g h u m a n i t a r i a n 
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r e a s o n s , had d e c i d e d t o reduce the embargo. In the meantime, thousands of 
H a i t i a n s had been k i l l e d o r wounded by m i l i t a r y , p o l i c e and p a r a m i l i t a r y 
f o r c e s . D e m o c r a t i c c o u n t r i e s had a d u t y to do e v e r y t h i n g p o s s i b l e t o e n s u r e 
the f a i l u r e of the coup d'état. T u r n i n g back H a i t i a n r e f u g e e s to be handed 
o v e r to t h e i r p o t e n t i a l e x e c u t i o n e r s was a c r u e l t y w h i c h s h o u l d end 
i m m e d i a t e l y . 

71. Mr. ROSSI ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n f o r R e l i g i o u s Freedom) s a i d the 
h i s t o r i c changes t h a t had t a k e n p l a c e r e c e n t l y i n e a s t e r n European c o u n t r i e s 
had shown the e n t i r e w o r l d t h a t the t o t a l i t a r i a n regimes w h i c h had governed 
them had committed g r a v e v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s and f u n d a m e n t a l freedoms 
d e s p i t e r e p e a t e d s t a t e m e n t s to the c o n t r a r y by t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n the 
Commission. 

72. H i s d e l e g a t i o n welcomed the p r o g r e s s made i n c e n t r a l and e a s t e r n Europe 
and hoped t h a t o t h e r c o u n t r i e s would move r a p i d l y towards g e n u i n e democracy 
and f u l l r e s p e c t f o r hvmian r i g h t s . 

73. However, i t was c o n c e r n e d about the r i s e of p o l i t i c a l movements founded 
on a p a r t i c u l a r r e l i g i o n and s e e k i n g t o i n s t a l an a u t h o r i t a r i a n regime by 
i m p o s i n g the s t a n d a r d s of a s i n g l e r e l i g i o n on a p l u r a l i s t s o c i e t y . A 
s t r i k i n g example was the I s l a m i c S a l v a t i o n F r o n t , an A l g e r i a n movement whose 
aim was t o e s t a b l i s h a n o n - d e m o c r a t i c S t a t e governed by the laws of a s i n g l e 
r e l i g i o n . I t was q u i t e n o r m a l t o r e l y on the e l ements of one's r e l i g i o n t o 
combat c o r r u p t i o n , unemployment, p o v e r t y and the i n e f f i c i e n c y of t h e 
a u t h o r i t i e s , b u t the i m p o s i t i o n of the s t a n d a r d s of a r e l i g i o n by law was 
u n a c c e p t a b l e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i f t h o s e s t a n d a r d s were n o t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the 
hiiman r i g h t s p r o c l a i m e d i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , some 
Governments a d o p t e d t h a t p o s i t i o n , w h i c h t h e y r e g a r d e d as l e g i t i m a t e . I n t h a t 
r e g a r d , the Sudanese a u t h o r i t i e s had adopted a r t i c l e s i n t h e i r P e n a l Code 
p r o v i d i n g f o r the d e a t h p e n a l t y f o r anyone who renounced the m a j o r i t y r e l i g i o n 
and f o r s t o n i n g i n the c a s e of a d u l t e r y . I n J u l y 1991, the head of t h e 
Sudanese d e l e g a t i o n t o the Human R i g h t s Committee had t r i e d t o j u s t i f y h i s 
Government's p o s i t i o n by s a y i n g t h a t a l a r g e number of M u s l i m c o u n t r i e s were 
u n d e r g o i n g a b r o a d r e f o r m movement aimed a t removing from t h e i r l e g i s l a t i o n 
a l l e l e m e n t s c o n t r a r y t o the p r i n c i p l e s of I s l a m i c law. He had a l s o s a i d t h a t 
some I s l a m i c laws were n o t i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h the p r o v i s i o n s of the Covenant 
and t h a t i t was t h e r e f o r e n e c e s s a r y t o adapt t h a t i n s t r u m e n t t o t h e 
I s l a m i z a t i o n movement, w h i c h was r e c e n t , and t o amend the w o r d i n g of the 
Covenant, w h i c h was out of d a t e . 

74. I t was t h e r e f o r e n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h a t , i n c o u n t r i e s where th e S h a r i a h was 
a p p l i e d , m a s s i v e and s y s t e m a t i c v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s took p l a c e , as was 
the case i n the I s l a m i c R e p u b l i c of I r a n and S a u d i A r a b i a . 

75. He s t r e s s e d t h a t h i s comments c o u l d i n no way be i n t e r p r e t e d as an a t t a c k 
a g a i n s t I s l a m o r M u s l i m s . H i s a s s o c i a t i o n r e s p e c t e d a l l r e l i g i o n s and d i d n o t 
a g r e e w i t h t h o s e who gave I s l a m a f a l s e image of i n t o l e r a n c e and v i o l e n c e . 

76. The K o r a n , u n l i k e the S h a r i a h , d i d n o t p r o v i d e f o r the d e a t h p e n a l t y f o r 
someone who renounced I s l a m . H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n b e l i e v e d t h a t I s l a m , l i k e the 
o t h e r major r e l i g i o n s , t a u g h t t o l e r a n c e , l i b e r t y and r e s p e c t f o r t h e d i g n i t y 
of e v e r y human b e i n g . I t a g r e e d w i t h eminent M u s l i m p e r s o n a l i t i e s who s a i d 
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t h a t I s l a m was a p r o g r e s s i v e r e l i g i o n i n harmony w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y 
r e c o g n i z e d human r i g h t s . I t welcomed the e f f o r t s of Governments w i t h a M u s l i m 
m a j o r i t y t h a t were f i g h t i n g a g a i n s t e x t r e m i s t p o s i t i o n s . In t h a t c o n n e c t i o n , 
he welcomed the s t a t e m e n t by K i n g H u s s e i n of J o r d a n t h a t r e l i g i o n s h o u l d n o t 
be used as a p o l i t i c a l i n s t r u m e n t . That s t a t e m e n t s h o u l d move c e r t a i n 
q u a r t e r s w h i c h tended t o r e p r e s e n t M uslims as enemies of p r o g r e s s and human 
r i g h t s t o change t h e i r mind. 

77. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community s h o u l d t r u s t i t s M u s l i m b r o t h e r s and h e l p 
them i n t h e i r e f f o r t s t o b r i n g about democracy and r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s . 

78. Mr. ANTONIO ( O b s e r v e r f o r H a i t i ) s a i d t h a t H a i t i had a l o n g h i s t o r y of 
human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s , t r a d i t i o n a l l y committed by the a u t h o r i t i e s . F o r 
decades, t h e y had e s t a b l i s h e d s t r u c t u r e s t h a t had i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d v i o l e n c e 
and t e r r o r i n the r e l a t i o n s h i p between th o s e who governed and t h o s e who were 
go v e r n e d . The r e a l i t y imposed on the g r e a t m a j o r i t y o f the H a i t i a n p o p u l a t i o n 
by v a r i o u s H a i t i a n regimes had always been t h a t of the s y s t e m a t i c p r a c t i c e o f 
S t a t e t e r r o r i s m and g o v e r n m e n t a l c o r r u p t i o n . In t h a t c o n t e x t , r e s p e c t f o r 
human r i g h t s i n H a i t i took the form of the p o l i t i c a l f i g h t a g a i n s t a d v e r s a r i e s 
and s e c t o r s of H a i t i a n s o c i e t y w h i c h pursued a p a t h t h a t had n o t h i n g t o do 
w i t h the c o n c e r n about r e s p e c t f o r fu n d a m e n t a l freedoms e x p r e s s e d i n the 
Commission. 

79. The H a i t i a n p e o p l e had u n d e r s t o o d the need f o r t h a t f i g h t as a 
p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r any p o s s i b i l i t y of e n j o y i n g t h e i r l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s as 
human b e i n g s . An i m p o r t a n t s t a g e i n t h a t l o n g f i g h t had been r e a c h e d i n 
F e b r u a r y 1986, when the H a i t i a n p e o p l e had c o m p e l l e d the d i c t a t o r 
J e a n - C l a u d e D u v a l i e r t o abandon the r e i n s of power. The second s t a g e had been 
the a d o p t i o n , i n March 1987, of a d e m o c r a t i c C o n s t i t u t i o n w h i c h , d e s p i t e i t s 
w eaknesses, w o u l d e n a b l e the H a i t i a n p o p u l a t i o n t o e s t a b l i s h a s o c i e t y o f 
j u s t i c e i n w h i c h the f r u i t o f i t s l a b o u r would be more e q u i t a b l y d i s t r i b u t e d . 

80. On 16 December 1990, on the o c c a s i o n o f the f i r s t g e n u i n e l y d e m o c r a t i c 
e l e c t i o n s e v e r h e l d i n the c o u n t r y , the H a i t i a n p e o p l e had c l e a r l y e x p r e s s e d 
i t s p o l i t i c a l d e s i r e t o d e t e r m i n e i t s own f u t u r e . W i t h about 70 p e r c e n t of 
the v o t e s , a P r e s i d e n t had been e l e c t e d w i t h a mandate t o o r g a n i z e a 
d e m o c r a t i c s o c i e t y b a s e d on p o l i t i c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n , s o c i a l and economic 
j u s t i c e and r e s p e c t f o r fu n d a m e n t a l freedoms. On t h a t o c c a s i o n , the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s w h i c h had e n s u r e d the p r o p e r conduct of the e l e c t i o n s , had 
announced t o the w o r l d the s u c c e s s o f the e l e c t o r a l p r o c e s s . 

81. I n 1991, the H a i t i a n d e l e g a t i o n had i n f o r m e d the Commission t h a t the 
p o l i c y o f p r o m o t i n g human r i g h t s and i n d i v i d u a l freedoms had been ad o p t e d as a 
p r i o r i t y element o f the new Government's programme. Over a p e r i o d o f 
e i g h t months, the l e g i t i m a t e Government of H a i t i had c o n t i n u a l l y a c t e d a l o n g 
t h o s e l i n e s . The f i r s t d i f f i c u l t a c h i e v e m e n t s had made i t p o s s i b l e t o b e l i e v e 
t h a t the H a i t i a n dream t o b u i l d t h a t new h u m a n i t a r i a n s o c i e t y c o u l d be 
a c h i e v e d . 

82. The coup d'état of 29 September 1991, c a r r i e d out by p o l i t i c a l , economic 
and s o c i a l s e c t o r s opposed t o the o n g o i n g r e f o r m s , had f o r c e d 
P r e s i d e n t A r i s t i d e t o abandon the r e i n s o f power and t o l e a v e the c o u n t r y . 
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The de f a c t o regime imposed by the m i l i t a r y w i t h the c o m p l i c i t y o f Mr. Honorât 
c o n t i n u e d t o weigh h e a v i l y on the c o u n t r y , t e m p o r a r i l y h a l t i n g t h e d e m o c r a t i c 
e x p e r i m e n t begun i n December 1990. 

83. A t t e n t i o n s h o u l d be drawn t o the f a c t t h a t , s i n c e the coup d'état, some 
2,000 p e r s o n s had d i e d , 2,000 had been s u b j e c t e d t o a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t and 600 
had been wounded. As a r e s u l t of the coup, the c o u n t r y ' s economic and 
i n d u s t r i a l p o t e n t i a l had been d e s t r o y e d , the gap between the s m a l l h a n d f u l of 
r i c h p e r s o n s and the m u l t i t u d e of poor had w i d e n e d , 300,000 p e r s o n s had f l e d 
t o the c o u n t r y s i d e and 20,000 had gone abroad i n s e a r c h of p o l i t i c a l a s ylum. 

84. A number of s p e a k e r s had r e f e r r e d t o the s i t u a t i o n of H a i t i a n a s y l u m 
s e e k e r s t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s . I t was 
t h e i r t r a g i c e x p e r i e n c e s s i n c e the m i l i t a r y p u t s c h t h a t had i m p e l l e d many 
H a i t i a n c i t i z e n s e i t h e r t o become i n t e r n a l r e f u g e e s o r t o l e a v e t h e i r c o u n t r y 
t o seek r e f u g e e l s e w h e r e . D u r i n g the p e r i o d of the a c t u a l e x e r c i s e of power 
i n H a i t i by P r e s i d e n t A r i s t i d e , the number of H a i t i a n c a n d i d a t e s f o r 
e m i g r a t i o n had become i n s i g n i f i c a n t . The sudden i n c r e a s e i n t h a t number s i n c e 
the coup d'état of 29 September 1991 had made the d i s t i n c t i o n between 
p o l i t i c a l and economic r e f u g e e s u n r e a l i s t i c . Those r e f u g e e s , l i k e the v a s t 
m a j o r i t y of the H a i t i a n p e o p l e , r e j e c t e d a de f a c t o power w h i c h had n o t h i n g t o 
o f f e r t o the c o u n t r y . H i s d e l e g a t i o n had n o t e d w i t h r esentment t h a t , 
f o l l o w i n g the o r d e r t o t u r n back r e f u g e e s from U n i t e d S t a t e s t e r r i t o r y , the 
doors of Europe were a l s o b e i n g c l o s e d t o them. I n F r a n c e , the r e f u g e e s had 
f a i l e d t o f i n d the welcome and t o l e r a n c e t h e y had hoped f o r , w h i l e , i n 
S w i t z e r l a n d , a p e r m i t had been i n t r o d u c e d f o r p r e s e n t a t i o n on e m b a r k a t i o n and 
a t b o r d e r s . 

85. O f f i c i a l l y , f r i e n d l y c o u n t r i e s were t a k i n g p a r t i n e f f o r t s t o r e s t o r e 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l o r d e r i n H a i t i and r e t u r n P r e s i d e n t A r i s t i d e as Head of S t a t e . 
H i s d e l e g a t i o n was w e l l aware t h a t t h o s e c o u n t r i e s c o u l d n o t on t h e i r own 
r e l i e v e a l l the w o r l d ' s s u f f e r i n g . The s o l u t i o n t o the H a i t i a n r e f u g e e 
problem n e c e s s a r i l y depended on a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n w i t h a v i e w t o the 
r e s t o r a t i o n of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l o r d e r , b u t temporary measures c o u l d s u r e l y be 
e n v i s a g e d t o r e c e i v e H a i t i a n a s y l u m s e e k e r s f o r the d u r a t i o n of the c r i s i s 
w h i l e c o n s i d e r i n g the c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e i r r e p a t r i a t i o n once the s i t u a t i o n had 
been remedied i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the H a i t i a n C o n s t i t u t i o n . H i s d e l e g a t i o n was 
g r a t e f u l t o the O f f i c e of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s H i g h Commissioner f o r Refugees 
f o r i t s a c t i v i t i e s i n f a v o u r of a s y l u m s e e k e r s . 

86. As a r e s u l t of r e p r e s s i o n and e x t o r t i o n by the de f a c t o power, the 
H a i t i a n p e o p l e was becoming d a i l y more c o n f i r m e d i n the c h o i c e i t had made 
15 months e a r l i e r . I t had d e v e l o p e d a n o n - v i o l e n t b u t s t r o n g and d e t e r m i n e d 
r e s i s t a n c e w i t h due p r i o r i t y a c c o r d e d t o the law. To combat th e l o g i c of 
t e r r o r , the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had t o a f f i r m i t s r o l e as g u a r a n t o r of the 
r u l e of law. I t had a l r e a d y done so r e c e n t l y by g u a r a n t e e i n g the p r o p e r 
conduct and s e c u r i t y of the December 1990 e l e c t i o n s i n H a i t i . I t had the 
n e c e s s a r y w e i g h t and competence to a c t w i t h o u t any impediment t o the c l e a r l y 
e x p r e s s e d w i l l of the H a i t i a n p e o p l e . 

87. E m i s s a r i e s of the r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s were now c o n t a c t i n g and c o u r t i n g 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c e n t r e s and d i p l o m a t i c m i s s i o n s w i t h a v i e w t o s u b m i t t i n g a 
r e s o l u t i o n t o the Commission condemning, among o t h e r t h i n g s , the embargo w h i c h 
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had been imposed on the H o n o r a t - C e d r a s Government by the members o f the 
O r g a n i z a t i o n of A m e r i c a n S t a t e s and w i t h the s u p p o r t of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and 
w h i c h d i d n o t a f f e c t e s s e n t i a l and h u m a n i t a r i a n i t e m s f o r the H a i t i a n p e o p l e . 
I f the embargo had been r e s p e c t e d w i t h i n the s t r i c t l i m i t s imposed, the r e b e l s 
would have l e f t l o n g b e f o r e . E v e r y drop of p e t r o l d e l i v e r e d meant s e v e r a l 
days' more power f o r the a d v e n t u r e r s , who o f f e r e d the c o u n t r y o n l y t e r r o r and 
f r u s t r a t i o n . He hoped t h a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community would assume i t s 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . 

88. H i s d e l e g a t i o n urged the Commission f i r m l y t o condemn the coup d'état and 
the v i o l a t i o n s committed s i n c e 29 September 1991 by the p r e s e n t h o l d e r s of 
power i n H a i t i and t o demand and work f o r the r e t u r n of P r e s i d e n t A r i s t i d e 
t o power, w i t h a l l the r i g h t s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s p r o v i d e d f o r by 
the 1987 C o n s t i t u t i o n . I t recommended t h a t the case of H a i t i s h o u l d be 
c o n s i d e r e d under agenda i t e m 12 and n o t under agenda i t e m 19; t h a t a 
s p e c i a l r a p p o r t e u r s h o u l d be a p p o i n t e d t o m o n i t o r the s i t u a t i o n o f human 
r i g h t s i n H a i t i and r e p o r t on i t t o the Commission; t h a t j u d i c i a l i n q u i r i e s 
and p r o c e e d i n g s s h o u l d be i n s t i t u t e d i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h a l l v i o l a t i o n s 
committed s i n c e the coup d'état of 29 September, t h a t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r s u c h 
v i o l a t i o n s s h o u l d be e s t a b l i s h e d and t h a t the v i c t i m s s h o u l d be compensated. 
That would r e q u i r e some s l i g h t changes i n the H a i t i a n l e g a l system and the 
e f f e c t i v e s e p a r a t i o n of the p o l i c e and the army. H i s d e l e g a t i o n r e q u e s t e d the 
Commission t o m o n i t o r t h a t p r o c e s s , w h i c h was e s s e n t i a l f o r the r e s t o r a t i o n of 
democracy i n H a i t i . 

89. Mr. VEUTHEY ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee of the Red C r o s s ) welcomed the 
a c t i o n t a k e n by the S o c i e t y of F r i e n d s , the W o r l d C o u n c i l of Churches and 
C a r i t a s I n t e r n a t i o n a l and s u p p o r t e d by a number of Governments, w h i c h had l e d 
to the a d o p t i o n of Commission r e s o l u t i o n 1991/25 on i n t e r n a l l y d i s p l a c e d 
p e r s o n s . A number of s p e a k e r s had s t r e s s e d the scope of the p r o b l e m w h i c h was 
posed by d i s p l a c e d p e r s o n s and a f f e c t e d a l l c o n t i n e n t s . A l t h o u g h t h e r e were 
many causes of s u c h d i s p l a c e m e n t s , armed c o n f l i c t s were among the most 
f r e q u e n t and i t was on t h e i r h u m a n i t a r i a n consequences, p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h 
r e g a r d t o d i s p l a c e m e n t of p o p u l a t i o n s , t h a t ICRC w i s h e d t o s h a r e i t s c o n c e r n 
w i t h the Commission. 

90. I n s i t u a t i o n s of armed c o n f l i c t , c i v i l i a n s were o f t e n i n a d o u b l e b i n d : 
i f t h e y s t a y e d where t h e y were, t h e y s u f f e r e d the e f f e c t s of h o s t i l i t i e s s u c h 
as a t t a c k s , bombardment and s t a r v a t i o n used as a means of p r e s s u r e and t h e y 
c o u l d f i n d t h e m s e l v e s w i t h o u t any means of s u b s i s t e n c e o r m e d i c a l c a r e because 
of the d i s i n t e g r a t i o n of the economic and s o c i a l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . I f t h e y 
f l e d , t h e y were i n danger of a r r e s t , summary e x e c u t i o n o r d i s a p p e a r a n c e . Such 
p o p u l a t i o n movements might a l s o become f o r c e d movements when th e armed f o r c e s 
used them to i s o l a t e the i n s u r g e n t s . 

91. Armed c o n f l i c t s r e q u i r e d the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l h u m a n i t a r i a n 
l a w , w h i c h was d e s i g n e d t o p r o t e c t a l l m i l i t a r y and c i v i l i a n v i c t i m s of b o t h 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l and n o n - i n t e r n a t i o n a l armed c o n f l i c t s w i t h no d i s t i n c t i o n , 
e x c e p t f o r c e r t a i n v e r y s p e c i f i c p r o v i s i o n s , between r e f u g e e s and d i s p l a c e d 
p e r s o n s . 

92. I n t e r n a t i o n a l h u m a n i t a r i a n law c o n s i s t e d p r i m a r i l y of the f o u r Geneva 
C o n v e n t i o n s of 12 August 1949 and the A d d i t i o n a l P r o t o c o l s o f 1977. 
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93. I t was m a i n l y n o n - i n t e r n a t i o n a l armed c o n f l i c t s t h a t gave r i s e t o mass 
i n t e r n a l d i s p l a c e m e n t s of p e r s o n s . I n such c a s e s , a r t i c l e 3 common t o the 
f o u r Geneva C o n v e n t i o n s of 1949, and a d d i t i o n a l P r o t o c o l I I o f 1977, were 
a p p l i c a b l e . Those two i n t e r n a t i o n a l h u m a n i t a r i a n law i n s t r u m e n t s a c c o r d e d 
p r o t e c t i o n t o v i c t i m s of s u c h c o n f l i c t s and, t h u s , t o d i s p l a c e d p e r s o n s . 

94. A d d i t i o n a l P r o t o c o l I I c o n t a i n e d b a s i c r u l e s on the p r o t e c t i o n o f the 
c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n a g a i n s t the e f f e c t s of h o s t i l i t i e s : a r t i c l e 13, 
p a r a g r a p h 2, p r o v i d e d t h a t c i v i l i a n s must n o t be s u b j e c t e d t o a t t a c k ; under 
a r t i c l e 14, s t a r v a t i o n of the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n was p r o h i b i t e d as a method 
of combat and goods e s s e n t i a l f o r the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n ' s s u r v i v a l were 
s u b j e c t t o s p e c i a l p r o t e c t i o n ; a r t i c l e 18, p a r a g r a p h 2, s t a t e d t h a t , when the 
c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n s u f f e r e d e x c e s s i v e h a r d s h i p and the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s were 
u n a b l e t o r e l i e v e i t , t h o s e a u t h o r i t i e s must ag r e e t o r e l i e f a c t i o n o f an 
e x c l u s i v e l y h u m a n i t a r i a n and i m p a r t i a l n a t u r e , c a r r i e d out w i t h o u t any 
u n f a v o u r a b l e d i s t i n c t i o n ; and a r t i c l e 17 e x p r e s s l y p r o h i b i t e d d i s p l a c e m e n t s of 
p o p u l a t i o n s . 

95. R e s p e c t f o r the r u l e s and p r i n c i p l e s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l h u m a n i t a r i a n law 
f o r the p r o t e c t i o n o f c i v i l i a n s a g a i n s t the e f f e c t s o f h o s t i l i t i e s tended t o 
p r e v e n t d i s p l a c e m e n t s of p o p u l a t i o n s . C o n v e r s e l y , when t h o s e r u l e s and 
p r i n c i p l e s were n o t r e s p e c t e d , c i v i l i a n s o f t e n had no o t h e r c o u r s e b u t t o 
f l e e . I n r e c e n t y e a r s , ICRC had been a b l e t o t a k e a c t i o n , o f t e n i n 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h n a t i o n a l Red C r o s s o r Red C r e s c e n t s o c i e t i e s , i n f a v o u r of 
d i s p l a c e d p e r s o n s . More th a n 80 per c e n t of ICRC's o p e r a t i o n a l budget i n 1991 
had been d e v o t e d t o a s s i s t a n c e t o and p r o t e c t i o n o f c i v i l i a n s . I t s 
o p e r a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s i n t h a t a r e a i n c l u d e d a p p roaches t o Governments and 
o t h e r p a r t i e s t o c o n f l i c t s t o persuade them t o a c c e p t and a p p l y the r u l e s and 
p r i n c i p l e s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l h u m a n i t a r i a n l a w , sometimes, as i n the cas e of 
E l S a l v a d o r and Y u g o s l a v i a , i n the form o f m e e t i n g s o f p l e n i p o t e n t i a r i e s o f 
the p a r t i e s t o the c o n f l i c t a t ICRC h e a d q u a r t e r s ; a c t i v e p r o t e c t i o n t h r o u g h 
the deployment of d e l e g a t e s i n s e n s i t i v e a r e a s , a c c e s s t o r e f u g e e camps and 
v i s i t s t o p l a c e s o f d e t e n t i o n ; m e d i c a l and o r t h o p a e d i c a s s i s t a n c e ; emergency 
n u t r i t i o n a l and m a t e r i a l a s s i s t a n c e , w h i c h had h e l p e d t o keep p o p u l a t i o n s from 
moving and t h u s t o a v o i d o r c o n t a i n the phenomenon of mass f l i g h t and new 
r e f u g e e c o n c e n t r a t i o n s ; p r e p a r a t i o n of r e c e p t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s and 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of camps when so r e q u i r e d ; and t r a c i n g o f p e r s o n s and 
r e u n i f i c a t i o n of f a m i l i e s . 

96. I n s t e a d o f t r y i n g t o adopt new r e g u l a t i o n s i n f a v o u r of p a r t i c u l a r 
c a t e g o r i e s of c i v i l i a n s o r a new c o d i f i c a t i o n t h a t m i ght l e g i t i m a t e measures 
by belligérants t o encourage the d i s p l a c e m e n t of p o p u l a t i o n s , t h e e x i s t i n g 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l h u m a n i t a r i a n law p r i n c i p l e s s h o u l d be r e a f f i r m e d . S t a t e s t h a t 
had n o t y e t r a t i f i e d the two A d d i t i o n a l P r o t o c o l s o f 1977 s h o u l d be i n v i t e d t o 
do so and i t s h o u l d be s t r e s s e d t h a t the p r o v i s i o n s o f the P r o t o c o l s , t o g e t h e r 
w i t h a l l r u l e s r e l a t i n g t o the conduct of h o s t i l i t i e s , s h o u l d be f u l l y 
r e s p e c t e d i n a l l e x i s t i n g c o n f l i c t s . 

97. I n c a s e s o t h e r than armed c o n f l i c t , i n w h i c h i n t e r n a t i o n a l h u m a n i t a r i a n 
law was n o t a p p l i c a b l e , ICRC c o u l d s t i l l o f f e r i t s s e r v i c e s on the b a s i s of 
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the S t a t u t e s of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Red C r o s s and Red C r e s c e n t Movement ( a r t , 5, 
p a r a , 3 ) . I n s i t u a t i o n s of i n t e r n a l d i s t u r b a n c e o r t e n s i o n , w h i c h c o u l d a l s o 
cause p o p u l a t i o n d i s p l a c e m e n t s , the f o r m u l a t i o n and a d o p t i o n o f a code of 
conduct c o v e r i n g a l l e s s e n t i a l h u m a n i t a r i a n g u a r a n t e e s m ight be e n v i s a g e d . 

98. ICRC had drawn a number of i m p o r t a n t c o n c l u s i o n s from o p e r a t i o n s i n the 
G u l f , S o m a l i a and Y u g o s l a v i a , Prompt and e x t e n s i v e a c t i o n i n n o r t h e r n I r a q 
would have been i m p o s s i b l e w i t h o u t a permanent ICRC p r e s e n c e i n Baghdad and 
the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f s u s t a i n e d d i a l o g u e w i t h the I r a q i a u t h o r i t i e s s i n c e 1980, 
when the c o n f l i c t between I r a q and I r a n had begun, ICRC had been l o o k e d upon 
as n e u t r a l and i n d e p e n d e n t . In the case of K u r d i s t a n , i t had been shown t h a t 
prompt and e f f e c t i v e a c t i o n c o u l d be c a r r i e d out o n l y w i t h the agreement and 
c o o p e r a t i o n o f c e n t r e s o f power i n the t e r r i t o r i e s where the f i g h t i n g took 
p l a c e o r where p e o p l e sought r e f u g e . A s s i s t a n c e and p r o t e c t i o n f o r 
1,5 m i l l i o n p e r s o n s c o u l d n o t be p r o v i d e d under c o v e r o r by m e r e l y s y m b o l i c 
a c t i o n . D i a l o g u e w i t h a l l p a r t i e s and r e s p e c t f o r the r u l e s and c r i t e r i a of 
h i o m a n i t a r i a n a c t i o n were e s s e n t i a l , 

99. In s o u t h e r n I r a q , the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f h e a l t h and m e d i c a l 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s was the most u r g e n t problem. Urgency c o u l d n o t be a p r e t e x t 
f o r r u d i m e n t a r y measures, s i n c e what were needed were h i g h - l e v e l t e c h n i c a l 
s k i l l s and renewed c o o p e r a t i o n between the p r i v a t e and h u m a n i t a r i a n s e c t o r s . 
ICRC had d e c i d e d t o a c t f i r s t i n the S h i ' i t e s o u t h o f the c o u n t r y and then i n 
the K u r d i s h n o r t h . That o r d e r of p r i o r i t y d i d n o t c o r r e s p o n d t o the emergency 
image p o r t r a y e d by the m e d i a , b u t r e f l e c t e d r e a l n e e ds. 

100. I n Y u g o s l a v i a , the p o s s i b i l i t y o f a c t i o n on b e h a l f of c i v i l i a n 
p o p u l a t i o n s had been d e t e r m i n e d by t h r e e f a c t o r s : a g l o b a l c o n c e p t of a c t i o n 
t o meet the v a r i o u s needs of the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n i n such a r e a s as f a m i l y 
d i s p e r s a l , h o s p i t a l n e u t r a l i z a t i o n , r e s p e c t f o r the r u l e s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
h u m a n i t a r i a n l a w , v i s i t s and exchanges of p r i s o n e r s and r e l i e f and p r o t e c t i o n 
of d i s p l a c e d p e r s o n s ; s u s t a i n e d d i a l o g u e w i t h the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the 
p o l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y p a r t i e s t o the c o n f l i c t ; and a w a t e r t i g h t s e p a r a t i o n 
between p o l i t i c a l and h i m i a n i t a r i a n a c t i v i t i e s i n o r d e r t o a v o i d any 
o v e r l a p p i n g . 

101. The case of S o m a l i a had h i g h l i g h t e d o t h e r d i f f i c u l t i e s t o be overcome by 
h v m i a n i t a r i a n a c t i o n . Some c o n f l i c t s gave r i s e t o d i s t u r b a n c e s o f such 
i n t e n s i t y t h a t h u m a n i t a r i a n a c t i o n o f the n e c e s s a r y scope and u r g e n c y was 
e x t r e m e l y l i m i t e d . ICRC, w h i c h had been one of a v e r y few o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
p r e s e n t t h r o u g h o u t the c r i s i s , w i s h e d t o r a i s e the q u e s t i o n o f the c o l l e c t i v e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community and i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l a g e n c i e s . 
W i t h o u t the r e s t o r a t i o n o f minimum s e c u r i t y , h u m a n i t a r i a n a c t i o n c o u l d n o t 
r e a c h a l l the v i c t i m s . I t was t o be hoped t h a t the o n g o i n g d i p l o m a t i c e f f o r t s 
would be s u c c e s s f u l . 

102. H u m a n i t a r i a n c o o p e r a t i o n i n v o l v e d many more w o r k e r s and s e c t o r s than was 
g e n e r a l l y supposed and c a l l e d f o r a good u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the o p e r a t i o n a l 
mandates and c a p a c i t i e s of the v a r i o u s h u m a n i t a r i a n p a r t n e r s and f o r some 
s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n of the c r i t e r i a and methods of work n e g o t i a t e d w i t h the 
p a r t i e s t o the c o n f l i c t and t h i r d S t a t e s . O r g a n i z a t i o n s c o n c e r n e d w i t h 
d i s p l a c e d p e r s o n s must work t o g e t h e r , s h a r e t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n and c o o p e r a t e i n 
a s p i r i t o f s o l i d a r i t y . H u m a n i t a r i a n o r g a n i z a t i o n s must a l w a y s m a i n t a i n t h e i r 
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n e u t r a l i t y and i m p a r t i a l i t y i n o r d e r t o en s u r e t h a t r e l i e f and p r o t e c t i o n 
c o u l d be g i v e n t o t h o s e most i n need. Emphasis s h o u l d a l s o be p l a c e d on the 
c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y between a s s i s t a n c e and p r o t e c t i o n . 

103. A c t i o n i n f a v o u r of d i s p l a c e d p e r s o n s was i n s e p a r a b l e from the f a i t h f u l 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of the r u l e s on the conduct of h o s t i l i t i e s and a l l r u l e s and 
p r i n c i p l e s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l h u m a n i t a r i a n law. 

104. Mr. MUTUALE ( O b s e r v e r f o r Z a i r e ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f t h e r i g h t of 
r e p l y , s a i d t h a t h i s d e l e g a t i o n had c a r e f u l l y f o l l o w e d t he s t a t e m e n t s made by 
the U n i t e d S t a t e s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of P o r t u g a l on b e h a l f of 
the European Community, the I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n o f Human R i g h t s and 
Pax C h r i s t i I n t e r n a t i o n a l . He had no mandate t o s p u r n t h e i r f r i e n d s h i p o r t o 
d i s c o u r a g e t h e i r i n t e r e s t i n Z a i r e , b u t th e y s h o u l d n o t use i n t e r e s t i n a 
f r i e n d l y n a t i o n as a p r e t e x t t o judge o r c r i t i c i z e t h a t n a t i o n t oo h a r s h l y . 
Nor s h o u l d t h e y make l i g h t o f e v e r y t h i n g Z a i r e had done i n the f i e l d o f human 
r i g h t s . H i s c o u n t r y r e a l i z e d t h a t much remained t o be done, b u t i t s e f f o r t s 
i n t h a t f i e l d had been c o n s i d e r a b l e . I t had opened i t s d oors t o everyone so 
t h a t the r e s u l t s of t h o s e e f f o r t s c o u l d be seen and so t h a t t h o s e who so 
w i s h e d c o u l d p r o v i d e a d v i c e , s e r v i c e s and f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e . The democracy 
t h a t had begun t o be e s t a b l i s h e d i n A p r i l 1990 was c a u s i n g a p o l i t i c a l 
u p h e a v a l and t h e r e had been an e x p l o s i o n i n r e s p e c t o f r i g h t s and freedoms. 

105. The P r e s i d e n t o f the Conférence N a t i o n a l e S o u v e r a i n e and the 
Prime M i n i s t e r of Z a i r e had h e l d a m e e t i n g w i t h P r e s i d e n t Mobutu and were 
a r r a n g i n g f o r the r e s i j m p t i o n o f the work of the C o n f e r e n c e . That was 
c o n s i d e r e d a v i t a l n e c e s s i t y and n o t m e r e l y a p o l i t i c a l o p t i o n . 

106. Mr. ILICAK ( O b s e r v e r f o r T u r k e y ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t of 
r e p l y , r e c a l l e d t h a t , a t the 3 5 t h m e e t i n g , the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f P o r t u g a l , 
s p e a k i n g on b e h a l f o f the European Community, had r e f e r r e d t o c e r t a i n 
q u e s t i o n s r e l a t i n g t o the s i t u a t i o n o f human r i g h t s i n Tur k e y . He thanked him 
f o r h a v i n g thus e x p r e s s e d the Community's i n t e r e s t i n h i s c o u n t r y . 

107. He a l s o thanked the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of P o r t u g a l f o r the e f f o r t s made by 
the a u t h o r i t i e s of the member S t a t e s o f the Community t o curb the r i s e of 
r a c i s m and x e n o p h o b i a i n Europe. F o r o b v i o u s r e a s o n s , h i s d e l e g a t i o n was a 
v e r y a t t e n t i v e o b s e r v e r of the s i t u a t i o n and would c o n t i n u e t o be so i n the 
f u t u r e i n o r d e r t o a s s e s s what was b e i n g done t o implement the measures 
announced on a number of o c c a s i o n s by the a u t h o r i t i e s of the c o u n t r i e s i n 
q u e s t i o n . 

108. Mr. GUBAKTALLA ( O b s e r v e r f o r Sudan), s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t of 
r e p l y , s a i d t h a t the a l l e g a t i o n s made by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f S u r v i v a l 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l and Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n c e r n i n g m i s t r e a t m e n t and r e p r e s s i o n 
of two t r i b e s i n h i s c o u n t r y were unfounded. The campaign by t h o s e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s was base d on i g n o r a n c e of what was t a k i n g p l a c e i n the a r e a s 
where t h o s e t r i b e s l i v e d . The s e c u r i t y s i t u a t i o n i n tho s e a r e a s was one of 
the w o r s t i n the c o u n t r y and the p e o p l e had r e q u e s t e d the Government t o 
p r o t e c t them from t e r r o r i s t g r o u p s . The Government c o u l d n o t be blamed f o r 
c o m p l y i n g w i t h t h a t r e q u e s t and p r o v i d i n g the n e c e s s a r y s e c u r i t y and a decent 
s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g . There were two prominent members of the t r i b e s c o n c e r n e d 
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i n the l o c a l command c o u n c i l . He wondered whether the comments o f the two 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s had been made i n an a t t e m p t t o p l a y on e t h n i c and t r i b a l 
d i f f e r e n c e s . 

109. H i s Government had c o n s i s t e n t l y endeavoured t o implement the f e d e r a l 
system w h i c h a l l o w e d the c i t i z e n s o f the v a r i o u s g o v e r n o r a t e s t o choose t h e i r 
own r u l e r s , laws and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and h i s d e l e g a t i o n had s t r e s s e d t h a t f a c t 
r e p e a t e d l y i n m e e t i n g s o f the Commission and o t h e r b o d i e s . As had been 
acknowledged i n the s t a t e m e n t by S u r v i v a l I n t e r n a t i o n a l , the r e b e l l i o n had 
been the cause o f the s e c t a r i a n c o n f l i c t and the Government was t r y i n g t o h a l t 
the i n f i l t r a t i o n by the r e b e l s i n the a r e a s c o n c e r n e d . There s h o u l d be no 
f u r t h e r a l l e g a t i o n s o f the k i n d the two o r g a n i z a t i o n s had made. I t was wrong 
t o c o n s i d e r members of a r e b e l l i o n o r of an armed group as h e r o e s because t h e y 
took up arms a g a i n s t the Government and t o a c c u s e the Government of human 
r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s because i t was t r y i n g t o p r o t e c t unarmed c i v i l i a n s a g a i n s t 
armed bands. 

110. Mr. HUSSEIN ( I r a q ) , s p e a k i n g i n e x e r c i s e o f the r i g h t o f r e p l y , s a i d t h a t 
the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f P o r t u g a l , s p e a k i n g on b e h a l f o f the European Community 
a t the Commission's 3 5 t h m e e t i n g , had a c c u s e d I r a q o f b e i n g r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
v i o l a t i o n s o f the r i g h t s of the I r a q i p e o p l e caused by the embargo. The 
e n t i r e p e o p l e o f I r a q was s u f f e r i n g because o f the c o l l e c t i v e punishment 
imposed on i t , and t h a t s i t u a t i o n s h o u l d be u n a c c e p t a b l e t o the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o n s c i e n c e and t o the Western c i v i l i z a t i o n t o w h i c h the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
P o r t u g a l b e l o n g e d and w h i c h c l a i m e d t o g i v e a p r o m i n e n t p l a c e t o human r i g h t s 
t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d . 

111. I t appeared from what the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f P o r t u g a l had s a i d t h a t the 
I r a q i p e o p l e was t o remain h o s t a g e t o p o l i t i c a l w i l l . There was no j u s t i c e 
t h a t c o u l d p e r m i t a p e o p l e t o be h e l d h o s t a g e and d e p r i v e d o f the enjojrment of 
i t s most b a s i c r i g h t s f o r p o l i t i c a l r e a s o n s u n c o n n e c t e d w i t h the p r o v i s i o n o f 
f o o d and m e d i c i n e . The I r a q i p e o p l e would n o t f o r g e t what had been done t o i t 
by t h o s e who spoke i n t h e name of Western c i v i l i z a t i o n about democracy, human 
r i g h t s , t h e d i g n i t y o f man and the r i g h t t o l i f e . T h e i r l o g i c was c o n t r a r y t o 
h i s t o r y and t o human l i f e and d i g n i t y . 

112. I r a q had f u l f i l l e d a l l i t s commitments under S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 687 (1990) and the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l must t h e r e f o r e l i f t the 
economic embargo, f o r w h i c h t h e r e was no l o n g e r any l e g a l b a s i s . The 
c o n t i n u a t i o n o f the i l l e g a l economic b l o c k a d e would have e x t r e m e l y s e r i o u s 
consequences f o r the I r a q i p e o p l e and would be tantamount t o g e n o c i d e . I t was 
the Western group t h a t would have t o b e a r i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
t h a t h e i n o u s c r i m e a g a i n s t the 18 m i l l i o n i n h a b i t a n t s o f h i s c o u n t r y . 

113. Mr. ENNACEUR ( T u n i s i a ) s a i d t h a t the s t a t e m e n t by Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
about the s i t u a t i o n i n T u n i s i a had a s t o n i s h e d h i s d e l e g a t i o n , s i n c e i t was 
based on unfounded a l l e g a t i o n s w h i c h h i s d e l e g a t i o n had d u l y r e f u t e d . Amnesty 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l was f u l l y aware of T u n i s i a ' s a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s i n the f i e l d o f 
human r i g h t s s i n c e 7 November 1987 and of i t s i r r e v e r s i b l e commitment t o 
democracy and the p r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s . T u n i s i a had been the f i r s t 
A f r i c a n c o u n t r y t o g r a n t a l e g a l p e r m i t t o a l o c a l s e c t i o n o f Amnesty 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l and i t m a i n t a i n e d a c o n f i d e n t r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h a t 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . An Amnesty d e l e g a t i o n had v i s i t e d T u n i s a t the b e g i n n i n g of 
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December 1991 and had been r e c e i v e d by s e v e r a l members of the Government, who 
had responded t o a l l i t s l e g i t i m a t e p o i n t s o f c o n c e r n . As e x p l a i n e d by the 
M i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s o f T u n i s i a i n h i s s t a t e m e n t o f 6 F e b r u a r y 1992, 
the Government's comments and r e p l i e s , b o t h as t o c o n d i t i o n s o f d e t e n t i o n and 
the i n t e r r o g a t i o n o f p e r s o n s d e t a i n e d i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h p r o c e e d i n g s a g a i n s t 
groups c o n n e c t e d w i t h the e x t r e m i s t a l - N a h d a movement, had been b a s e d on a 
c o n c e r n f o r d i a l o g u e , t r u t h and t r a n s p a r e n c y . 

114. The same a p p l i e d t o h i s Government's r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h h u m a n i t a r i a n 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , a s s o c i a t i o n s of l a w y e r s and the T u n i s i a n League f o r the Defence 
of Human R i g h t s . I n June 1991, the Head of S t a t e had i n v i t e d t h e P r e s i d e n t o f 
the Committee f o r Human R i g h t s and P u b l i c Freedoms t o e s t a b l i s h a commission 
of i n q u i r y on a l l e g a t i o n s o f t o r t u r e . The commission had s u b m i t t e d i t s 
c o n c l u s i o n s t o the Head of S t a t e and a c t i o n had been t a k e n a g a i n s t o f f i c i a l s 
who had v i o l a t e d t he l e g i s l a t i o n i n f o r c e . H i s Government had d e s c r i b e d t h o s e 
developments i n i t s communications w i t h Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l and t h e C e n t r e 
f o r Human R i g h t s and i t was u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l had n o t 
seen f i t t o t a k e them i n t o a c c o u n t . I t s p a r t i a l a t t i t u d e c o u l d o n l y damage 
i t s c r e d i b i l i t y , 

115. The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l had r e c o g n i z e d i m p l i c i t l y i n 
h i s s t a t e m e n t t h a t the p r o c e e d i n g s t o w h i c h he had r e f e r r e d had been 
i n s t i t u t e d a g a i n s t p e r s o n s who had r e s o r t e d t o v i o l e n c e . Amnesty's v o c a t i o n 
was t o s u p p o r t p e r s o n s who had been p e r s e c u t e d because of t h e i r i d e a s and 
o p i n i o n s and who had n o t r e s o r t e d t o v i o l e n c e . H i s Government was co n c e r n e d 
to s a f e g u a r d the r u l e of law a g a i n s t c e r t a i n d e p l o r a b l e e x c e s s e s . As a f f i r m e d 
by the M i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s , T u n i s i a r e j e c t e d e x t r e m i s m and f a n a t i c i s m 
and r e s p e c t e d himiian r i g h t s and the r u l e o f law and h i s Government had c l e a r l y 
s t a t e d i t s d e s i r e t o s p a r e o t h e r c o u n t r i e s and c i v i l s o c i e t i e s from the s p i r a l 
o f v i o l e n c e c r e a t e d by t h o s e who, under c o v e r o f r e l i g i o n , sought t o a c h i e v e 
t h e i r t h e o c r a t i c aims by v i o l e n c e and t e r r o r . 

The m e e t i n g r o s e a t 9.10 p.m 


