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I have the honour to enclose herewith a letter dated 4 March 1991,
addressed to you by His Excellency Kenan Atakol, Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Defence of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, with regard to the
question of missing persons in Cyprus.

I should be grateful to you if my letter and its enclosure were
circulated as a document of the Commission on Human Rights under agenda
item 10.

(Signed) Cem Duna
Ambassador
Permanent Representative of Turkey
to the United Nations Office
at Geneva
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1. I have the honour to refer to the statement made on 19 February, by the
Greek Cypriot representative, Mr. Varies Markides, to the Commission on Human
Rights under agenda item 10, and to respond to the unfounded allegations that
he made in connection with the issue of "missing persons" in Cyprus.

2. Contrary to Mr. Markides' assertion, the Greek Cypriot side continues,
unabated, to exploit this tragic issue for political purposes, in violation of
the Committee's agreed Terms of Reference and contrary to all humanitarian
principles, thereby protracting the suffering of the families concerned on
both sides. A report dated 6 April 1987, submitted to the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe (document No. 5716) following a fact-finding
mission to both parts of Cyprus, after observing that disappearances in Cyprus
from both communities had taken place during the periods of bloody conflict
in 1963-1964 and in 1974, urged that everything possible ought to be done to
avoid protracting the suffering of both and cautioned against propaganda over
the issue in the following words:

"In this respect, there should be no undue publicity concerning the
missing persons issue, so that the work of the Committee on Missing
Persons in Cyprus (CMP) is not held up. The rapporteurs can only protest
most vigorously against exploitation of the issue for political
propaganda purposes."

3. Despite that "vigorous protest", the persistence of the Greek Cypriot
side in its negative attitude has indeed held up the work of the CMP.

4. The Greek Cypriot side whilst, on the one hand, not hesitating to create
a stalemate in the CMP, on the other hand, as if to add insult to injury,
shows the audacity to use that artificially created stalemate as a pretext to
get the issue placed on the agenda of the Commission on Human Rights and all
other international humanitarian organizations where the Turkish Cypriot side
is unjustly not represented and hence cannot speak in reply.

5. The informative joint press communique dated 11 April 1990, issued for
the first time by the CMP with the concurrence of the Greek Cypriot member,
stated clearly the nature of its mandate and outlined its activities and the
difficulties it faced in accomplishing its task. This important joint
communique, which rebuts practically all the unfounded allegations contained
in the Greek Cypriot representative's statement to the Commission, was
reproduced in full in the annex of the Secretary-General's report on the
United Nations Operation in Cyprus dated 31 May 1990 (S/21340). It is
unfortunate that, somehow, a similar reference was not made to the said
communique under paragraph 117 entitled "Cyprus" of the Report of the Working
Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances (E/CN.4/1991/20) of the Human
Rights Commission.

6. As regards the stereotype Greek Cypriot allegation that not a single case
has been elucidated so far due to alleged lack of "high quality evidence", it
is abundantly clear from the CMP's informative communique referred to above
that what is preventing progress is not the lack of requisite evidence but,
rather, the lack of a common appreciation of the value of the evidence
collected which has made it difficult so far to conclude any of the hundreds
of cases which have been investigated.
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7. The Greek Cypriot side's insinuation is of course against the Turkish
Cypriot side. It is an open secret, however, as to which side the
responsibility for the stalemate belongs. By "lack of high quality evidence"
the Greek Cypriot side is understood to mean, in effect, identifiable bodily
remains. Reference in Mr. Markides' statement to the Commission to the need
for "locating also the burial place and/or the body" clearly supports this
interpretation. It is this rigid but unreasonable insistence on the discovery
of the body of every missing person that is the cause of the delay in
concluding the cases that have been investigated.

8. It is this stalemate deliberately created by the Greek Cypriot side
itself that is being exploited, again by it, to criticize the CMP as being
ineffective.

9. The insincerity and even the hypocrisy involved will be better understood
in the light of the background information, given in the following paragraphs,
concerning the issue from the standpoint of each community.

10. The statistics and relative composition of the missing persons in Cyprus
are as follows:

Total reported missing

Civilian
Military
Men
Women
Children

11. With regard to the Greek Cypriot missing persons:

(a) Of the 1,619 listed as missing, two thirds were military personnel
who must be presumed to have died in combat; 92 per cent of the missing are
men;

(b) The Greek Cypriot community lived through a bloody coup
(anti-Makarios, pro-ENOSIS coup of 15 July 1974) which lasted five days and
nights and took a great toll in Greek Cypriot lives. The exact number of the
coup casualties has never been divulged by the Greek Cypriot side despite
persistent and formal demand from the Turkish Cypriot side. It has been
estimated that over 5,000 Greek Cypriots lost their lives. Reliable
information has been published by Greek Cypriot sources which indicate that
hundreds of Greek Cypriots killed during the coup had been buried in mass
graves without identification. Some of the sources are: (i) disclosures
of Nicosia cemetery priest Papatsestos to Greek Cypriot daily TA NEA
of 28 February 1976, (ii) disclosures of Mrs. Rena Catselli, Greek Cypriot
parliamentarian, in her memoirs of her experiences during the coup, published
in 1974, (iii) statement of former Greek Minister of Maritime Affairs,
Mr. Evangelos Yannopoulos, published in Eleftherotipia newspaper in Nicosia
on 7 April 1988;

Turkish Cvpriot

803

99.40%
0.60%
71.00%
12.00%
17.00%

Greek Cvprxot

1 619

38.31%
61.69%
92.00%
6.00%
2.00%
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(c) The Greek Cypriot press published in July 1990, on the occasion of
the sixteenth anniversary of the Sampson coup and the return to Cyprus from
exile in Paris of Sampson, personal accounts of various executions and
atrocities committed against the Greek Cypriots themselves and of secret mass
burials, without identification, during the five-day intra-Greek Cypriot
community fighting which followed the coup;

(d) The Greek Cypriot authorities refused to accept some 200 corpses of
Greek Cypriots which the Turkish Cypriot side had offered, through UNFICYP, to
return to them for personal identification and proper burial. A group of
eight civil servants from the appropriate departments of the Turkish Cypriot
Administration, under the leadership of a senior civil servant who is now a
minister, separated the Greek Cypriot corpses from the Turkish Cypriot
corpses, placed the former in lorries and transported them to the border for
handing over to the Greek Cypriot side. A major from the UNFICYP Austrian
contingent, then serving as the liaison officer attached to the Office of
President Denktash and who tried to organize the handing-over, reported that
the Greek Cypriot side had refused to accept the bodies. They were therefore
disposed of by the Turkish Cypriot side.

12. The inescapable conclusion, which has also been confirmed by Greek Cypriot
leaders, including Mr. George Vassiliou himself, during their official tours
outside Cyprus, is that all the Greek Cypriot missing persons must be presumed
dead.

13. As regards the 803 Turkish Cypriot missing persons, it should be noted
that practically all of them were innocent civilians, 29 per cent of whom were
women and children. The tragedy is all the more painful because they were all
collected from their homes, workplaces, hospitals or highways and subjected to
"enforced or involuntary disappearance". A total of 209 of those still missing
had been abducted in 1963-1964, mostly by known Greek Cypriot police or armed
paramilitaries under official control. The Greek Cypriot Administration has
refused since 1963-1964 to elucidate the fate of even a single one of them.

14. The horrendous nature of the enforced disappearance to which some of the
Turkish Cypriot missing persons had been subjected came to light when excerpts
from a formerly secret British Foreign Office report were published in the
Guardian newspaper on 2 April 1983. That report, concerning the fate of
some 20-25 Turkish Cypriot in-patients at Nicosia General Hospital in the
Greek Cypriot sector of Nicosia, had apparently been prepared in 1964 on the
basis of information collected by a Greek-speaking British officer who had
served in the "British-Greek-Turkish Tripartite Patrols" which had been set up
jointly by the three Guarantor Powers before the arrival of UNFICYP to take
over peacekeeping operations. The following quotation is from that former
secret reports

"One of Packard's first tasks was to try to find out what had
happened to the Turkish hospital patients. Secret discussions took place
with a Greek Cypriot Minister in the collapsed Government. After a brief
investigation, he was able to confirm the rumours.

It appeared that Greek Cypriot medical staff had slit the patients'
throats as they lay in their beds. Their bodies were loaded onto a truck
and driven to a farm north of the city where they were fed into
mechanical choppers and ground into the earth."
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Which of the 803 Turkish Cypriot missing persons were the 20-25 who
"disappeared" in the Nicosia General Hospital? Nobody yet knows. This and
many other similar questions are awaiting a reply through the efforts of
the CMP.

15. The allusion to the existence of living Greek Cypriot missing persons in
detention can only be intended for propaganda and must be deplored.

16. Mr. Hoffman, the senior ICRC delegate who assisted the leaders of the two
sides, His Excellency Mr. Denktash and His Excellency Mr. Clerides, when they
jointly dealt with the humanitarian problems and above all the question of
missing persons from both sides, is on record to have stated, at the last
meeting held on 5 March 1976, as follows:

"We have done everything possible in order to trace all those
reported as missing. There is nothing further that we can do. But if
both sides agree and ask our help, we are ready. For instance,
disinterment and identification of remains is usually resorted to, under
the Geneva Conventions, after every conflict. But in this case it is too
late to undertake such a task, especially because nobody carried
identification tags in Cyprus. Therefore our mission in Cyprus has been
completed — " .

17. Despite the above-quoted observation of Mr. Hoffman, 15 years later,
Mr. Vanies Markides, the Greek Cypriot representative, still calls, before the
Commission, for the impossible, namely the "location of the burial place
and/or the body" of every Greek Cypriot missing person. And he does this
knowing full well that the Greek Cypriot side has not been able to provide
any convincing evidence at all concerning the fate of even a single one of
the 803 Turkish Cypriot missing persons whose abductors are mostly known.

18. In the light of the foregoing facts, I would like to appeal to the
Commission on Human Rights to take cognizance of the true situation with
regard to the missing persons issue in Cyprus and to urge the Greek Cypriot
side to desist from its current unconstructive policy and to adopt a positive
and realistic approach so that this tragic humanitarian issue may finally be
resolved, thereby removing one of the factors in the way of gradual
restoration of mutual confidence between the two peoples of Cyprus.


