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QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS 
IN ANY PART OF THE WORLD, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO COLONIAL 

AND OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES 

QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CYPRUS 

R e p o r t o f t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l s u b m i t t e d p u r s u a n t t o 
C o m m i s s i o n o n Human R i g h t s d e c i s i o n 198 8 / 1 0 5 

1 . T h i s r e p o r t i s s u b m i t t e d in p u r s u a n c e of Commission on Human R i g h t s 
d e c i s i o n 1 9 8 8 / 1 0 5 , by which t h e Commission pos tponed t o i t s f o r t y - f i f t h 
s e s s i o n t h e d e b a t e under t h e s u b - i t e m of t h e agenda e n t i t l e d " Q u e s t i o n of 
human r i g h t s i n C y p r u s " , i t b e i n g u n d e r s t o o d t h a t " a c t i o n r e q u i r e d by p r e v i o u s 
r e s o l u t i o n s of t he Commission on t h i s s u b j e c t would c o n t i n u e t o r e m a i n 
o p e r a t i v e , i n c l u d i n g t h e r e q u e s t t o t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o p r o v i d e a r e p o r t 
t o t he Commission r e g a r d i n g t h e i r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n " . 

2 . In i t s mos t r e c e n t r e s o l u t i o n on t h i s s u b j e c t ( 1 9 8 7 / 5 0 ) , t h e Commission 
r e i t e r a t e d i t s p r e v i o u s c a l l s f o r t h e f u l l r e s t o r a t i o n of a l l human r i g h t s t o 
t h e p o p u l a t i o n of Cyprus , i n p a r t i c u l a r t o t h e r e f u g e e s , c o n s i d e r e d a t t e m p t s 
t o s e t t l e any p a r t of Varosha by p e o p l e o t h e r t h a n i t s i n h a b i t a n t s a s i l l e g a l 
and c a l l e d fo r t he immediate c e s s a t i o n of such a c t i v i t i e s , c a l l e d fo r t h e 
t r a c i n g of and a c c o u n t i n g for m i s s i n g p e r s o n s i n Cyprus w i t h o u t any f u r t h e r 
d e l a y and fo r t h e r e s t o r a t i o n and r e s p e c t of the human r i g h t s and f u n d a m e n t a l 
f r eedoms of a l l C y p r i o t s , i n c l u d i n g t h e freedom of movement, t h e f reedom of 
s e t t l e m e n t and t h e r i g h t t o p r o p e r t y . 
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3 . As the Secre ta ry -Genera l s t a t e d in h i s l a t e s t r e p o r t t o the S e c u r i t y 
Council on the United Nations ope ra t ion in Cyprus (S/20310), the l e a d e r s of 
the two s i d e s in Cyprus met the Secre ta ry-Genera l on 24 August 1988 and agreed 
t o work without any p r e - c o n d i t i o n s in an a t tempt t o achieve a nego t i a t ed 
s e t t l e m e n t of a l l a spec t s of the Cyprus problem by 1 June 1989. Between 
mid-September and mid-November 1988 the two l e a d e r s met for some 40 hours a t 
the r e s idence of the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s Spec i a l Represen ta t ive in Nicos ia . 
On 22 and 23 November 1988 they met the Secre ta ry-Genera l in New York t o 
review the outcome of the f i r s t round of t a l k s and t o dec ide how t o proceed. 
The l e a d e r s agreed t h a t the second round of t a l k s would begin on 
19 December 1988 and accepted the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s i n v i t a t i o n t o meet him 
again in March 1989. The ques t ions r e l a t i n g t o m a t t e r s a f f e c t i n g the human 
r i g h t s of the Cypriot popu la t ion , including freedom of movement, freedom of 
s e t t l e m e n t and the r i g h t t o p rope r ty for a l l Cyp r io t s , are an i n t e g r a l pa r t of 
the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s mission of good o f f i ce s and are among the i s s u e s being 
d i scussed by the two l e a d e r s during the cu r r en t t a l k s . 

4. Pending a s e t t l e m e n t , the United Nations Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) has 
con t inued , under i t s mandate, t o d i scharge humanitar ian func t ions on behalf of 
the Greek Cypr io ts l i v i n g in the nor thern p a r t of the i s l a n d , whose number 
stood a t 639 a t the end of November 1988. UNFICYP has a l s o cont inued t o make 
p e r i o d i c v i s i t s t o Turkish Cypriots l i v i n g in the southern p a r t of the i s l and 
and t o help them mainta in con tac t with t h e i r r e l a t i v e s in the n o r t h e r n p a r t . 
UNFICYP o f f i c e r s have cont inued t o in te rv iew, in p r i v a t e , Greek Cypr io ts who 
apply for permanent t r a n s f e r t o the southern pa r t of the i s l a n d , in order t o 
v e r i f y t h a t a l l t r a n s f e r s take p lace v o l u n t a r i l y . T h i r t y such t r a n s f e r s took 
p lace during the per iod from 1 December 1987 to 3 0 November 1988. UNFICYP has 
a l s o continued to f a c i l i t a t e temporary v i s i t s by Greek Cypr io ts l i v i n g in the 
nor thern pa r t of the i s l a n d t o the southern pa r t for family and o t h e r 
r ea sons . During the pe r iod mentioned above, t he re were 1,028 such v i s i t s . 
Contacts between members of the Maronite community l i v i n g on oppos i t e s i d e s of 
the c e a s e - f i r e l i n e s cont inued t o be f requent . 

5. Since the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s l a s t repor t t o the Commission 
(E/CN.4/1988/27), the s i t u a t i o n in Varosha has remained unchanged. Students 
cont inue t o be accommodated in two h o t e l s i n s ide the fenced a r e a , and i t has 
not ye t been p o s s i b l e to ob ta in a da te for t h e i r d e p a r t u r e . 

6. During 1988, the Committee on Missing Persons in Cyprus (CMP) held 
7 s e s s i o n s , including 32 meet ings , of which 2 0 were a t t ended by the 3 members 
and t h e i r a s s i s t a n t s (formal meetings) and 12 were a t t ended only by the 
3 members (informal mee t ings ) . 

7. The a c t i v i t i e s of UNFICYP, including those r e l a t e d t o i t s humani tar ian 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , a s we l l as ma t t e r s pe r t a in ing t o the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s 
mission of good o f f i c e s , a re desc r ibed in g r e a t e r d e t a i l in the 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ' s most r ecen t r e p o r t s t o the Secur i ty Council on the 
United Nations opera t ion in Cyprus (S/19927 and S/20310 and A d d . l ) . 


