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QUESTION OF A CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Afghanistan*, Angola*, Australia*, Bangladesh, Bulgaria, Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada*, Costa Rica, Clte d'lIvoirev,
Finland*, France, German Democratic Republic, Greece*, Hungary*,
India, Lebanon*, Mexico, Mozambique, Nepal*, Norway, Panama*, Peru,
Poland*, Romania*, Somalia, Sweden*, Uruquay* -and Zimbabwe*:

draft resolution

The Commission on Human Rightse,

Bearing in mind the draft convention on the rights of the child submitted

by Poland to the Commission on Human Rights on 7 February 1978 and annexed to
Commission resolution 20 (XXXIV) of 8 March 1978, the amended version of the
draft submitted to the Commission on 5 October 1979 (E/CN.4/1349), and the
documents submitted by Poland to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth
session, on 7 October 1981 (A/C.3/36/6), and at its fortieth session, on

7 October 1985 (A/C.3/40/3 and Corr.l),

*/  In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure
of the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council.
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Recalling General Assembly resolutions 33/166 of 20 December 1978, 34/4
of 18 October 1979, 35/131 of 11 December 1980, 36/57 of 25 November 1981,
37/190 of 18 Dacember 1982, 38/114 of 16 December 1983, 39/135 of
14 NDecember 1984, 40/113 of 13 December 1985, 41/116 of 4 December 1986 and
42/101 of 7 December 1987, by which the Assembly requested the Commission on
Human Rights to give the highest priority to, and to make every effort at its
forty-fourth and forty-fifth sessions to complete, the draft convention on the
rights of the child and to submit it, through the Economic and Social Council,
to the General Assembly at its forty~fourth session,

Recalling also its prior resolutions, in particular resolution 1987/48 of

11 March 1987, and pertinent Economic and Social Council resolutions, in
particular resolution 1987/58 of 29 May 1987,

Noting that 1989 will be the year of the thirtieth anniversary of the
Declaration of the Rights of the Child and the tenth anniversarv of the
International Year of the Child,

Recognizing, as stated in General Assembly resolution 42/101, that these
anniversaries could constitute an appropriate target date for completion of
the work on the draft convention on the rights of the child and for its
adoption by the General Assembly,

Aware that, twenty-eight vears after the adoption of the Declaration of
the Rights of the Child, the situation of children throughout the world still
continues to be far from satisfactory, and that the full enjovment bv children
of human rights calls for continuous improvement of the situation of children
as well as their development and education in conditions of peace and security,

Welcoming the efforts made by the United Nations Children's Fund with a
view to protecting and assisting children throughout the world,

Stressing the importance of an international convention on the riahts of
the child for the effective improvement of the situation of children all over
the world,

Noting the growing interest in successful completion of the work on a
comprehensive international convention on the rights of the child displayed by
numerous Governments and international oraanizations,

Bearing in mind the need to take due account in the convention of the

cultural backaround and needs of children of all countries, includinag

developing countries, in order to achieve nniversal recognition of the riahts

contained therein,
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1. Notes with appreciation that the first reading of a comprehensive

draft convention on the rights of the child has been completed by the
open-ended working group of the Commission on Human Rights;

2. Decides to continue, as a matter of the highest priority, its work
on the elaboration of the draft convention on the rights of the child;

3. Requests the Economic and Social Council to authorize, within
existing resources, the convening of the open-ended workinag aroup for a periocd
of up to two weeks in November-December 1988, with a view to completing the
second reading of the draft convention on the rights of the child prior to the
forty-fifth session of the Commission for transmission, through the Economic
and Social Council, to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to circulate the revort of the
working group on its tenth session (E/CN.4/1988/28) and the text of the draft
convention, as adopted during its first reading, to all States with a view to
facilitating their participation, on a universal basis, in the second readina
of the convention;

5. Further requests the Secretary-General to provide the resmurces

necessary for the technical review of the first reading of the convention, as
requested by the workina group, so that the technical review may be completed
by 31 August 1988 and its results sent to all States well in advance of the
second reading;

6. FEncouraqges all countries, especially developing countries, to take
an active part in the second reading so that the convention will reflect the
needs of the children of all countries;

7. Recommends the following draft resolution to the Fconomic and social
council for adoption:

"Phe Feonomic and Social Council,

"Recalling General Assembly resolution 42/101 of 7 December 1987, by
which the General Assembly requested the Commission on Human riqhts to
qgive the highest p;iority to, and to make every effort at ite
forty-fourth and forty-fifth sessions to complete, the draft convention
and to submit it, through the Rconomic and social Council, to the
General Assembly at its forty-fourth session in 1789,

"Considering that it was not found possihle to complete the work on
the dAraft convention during the fortv-fourth seassion of the Cowrission on
Hunan nWights,

"Taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 1987/,.. of
.+»» March 1987,
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"1l. Authorizes, within existing resources, a meeting of the

open-ended working group for a period of up to two weeks in
November-December 1988, with a view to completing the second reading of
the draft convention on the rights of the child prior to the forty-fifth
sessinn of the Commigssion on Human Rights, for transmission Lhrouah the
Bconomic and Social Council, to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth
session;

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to provide to the
working gqroup all the support and facilities necessary for the successful
completion of its tasks and, in particular, to circulate the report of
the working group (E/CN.4/1988/28) and the draft convention as adopted
during its first reading to all States as well as to provide the
resources necessary for the technical review requested by the working

group and for the working aroup's next session in November-December 1988.°




