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Written stabtement fulmittsd by Fiddy Rarmen. a

mon-arrermeantal organizarien is concultatiwn

shatus with the Ecansnle end Sacial Coonecil om

tabmll of iteslf and four aatlional orasnizstione
af Teaden

ETATINENT & THE DEAFT OONVENTION O Tur RICITS OF THE THILG
FROTECTION IN ARMED MOAFLICTE [ARPTICIE 20)

children arc bhadly abused in sTeed -.-u;-nf'l;|-:':n.. Harfase &7 =odypy temds Lo
be more indiscriminete than ssaflicts in carlier Eimep. oo oversbmining
patmrity of victing mowsdays ars clvilians. among Them a laros mogber af
dafancalens ninore.

The abeoiute prohibiticm In ke Oeneva Coavention of any atEask aailzse
elwiliany is ot TeFoscted. To Fact, [t heppws that civiliass. Emzialibae
rhifdren. are tarceted by allivary forcoe: with the pornsgs of Lerroriobsng The

sl gk lom.

Perenyer, ehlldres are mot oaly victinized az all of zhe civilian
prpmlation. ALl wos ofben In Loo sany couanbiled, €fbTliss are anlistied ta B tian
arsmd forera.  This oroblen is Amalt with by 2k te AMiTional Footnonls
P11 bs phe Aeneva Conventlonss norsons baléw The das af 15 shill pot be
fecrdited £ the armed Forces. The Protncel alsa savs thie anoas thaes shares
that agem, slasr alnara abrald b= malipted firne.

1ot pwen that Teaulables la respected by all evesraseAats and parties Ta
coaflicts toslay. o

T hoys have recently been ssar *a clear Gr Bhe ninef ields wath thetrs
awn bedias. This iz mothlss  hap smtrlaie murder, o Flaarent vislatiens af

homanicar iam orimcioles.

within the Onited Hatleas & werk 15 in prosrece For Eles focanelaf baa of ao
Isearnatlenal Coavanklom [or the Ajobes of the CHild. e ipportant anoqez af
Ehis mroject im, of codtee. the sretection af children on flaea af war.

Ufafartunately. tha fAmmUlATions aAarand g Yar b Ak pesdlds Furthar
protection for the minorss am tha contrary they TRoresent shops becbarazds,
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shere !a mo reccsnlition An thab text &F tha absoluts ham aominet LaFaating
siviiiann, there Lo mo indlcation thit the Araftlinm Ace sught to bs hiaber

chafi 1%,

=g dia=vasion on che draft Goltsed Hatiome Ceavantlon should therefore bx
fronaned on chase aEeastd. The enly dacent posltlon is thac W3 CHILD be
Araftnd for mllicary cowbak mercvics. Thost Who, bessusm of thelr dus: Afs HoC
atharwine reeoaniesd ke Fully rowponalble oitizasa should ot be sant Eo the
jateierielde and be enocned ea the Fiak of halha kllled.

s therafeors uros the partloimants in the Onited Matlors llomam Aiohte
Foralalon vorkine arows on the draft Coavertlon om e Alghes af che Child o
pansen the dissusslon on the mrotection of children In timas of war and
Aiesreain o Betrar Brotect oo,
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RMALTRIE CF ARTICLE 20 14 THE DANFT TITED RATIONR
DNTEETION FOR THE RICHTE oF TIF CHILD

Artlcie 20 ap adosrsd aa 11 Mareh 1998 om the forrp-saesnd assgion of The

Cremlxslion on Posam Winken.

E

The Btates parties Ea the otasant Oonwonticn undartaka Lo seAnect amil oo
mn=zure reanackt Enr vules &f intarfational kumasltarias law apalicable en
them in armed conflicks wileh aom ralevant to Lha onild,

Fiater partlien ko the oresent Sonvention shall take all fosnibles megcorss
A omeurs thit no chilld takes & Alrect part dn hostilities and they shall
fefrain in particular fron resrufzismg amy child v Bas nor Attaimed the
dce of 15 yeare lnks thalr roeed Fofcdd.

in acoardance with ERely ablicatland nmler inteemationsl Siamivarian law
o nroteckt the civilian pacalation in armad canflicea, Sratod partios va
this Convenelon Ahall take abll feanibia swanuros o sadese seataction and
care of childram whe ape affastad I an armml eonlticL.

Taragpanh §

Thia senience peflere to the internar .@hal bumanitarian law wjeh iz

relemant,  Thoogh the sasreislos "fasife fedreci™ analsc e eef S
e fic, thiz paragrach as & v=ole i3 ! nkjecticmabie,

Paragrank 2

Thin voak ks no improvassnt an comparesd b Ble ceBd Tatiohs Lo bhe

Mditioral Drotooola (10771 o the Gonows ooowentiesa. Flba in leeoif in
digaopolnting as, Auring the docade sinme nEoemealsa wmro wrweil. Bl veal
Bltuables in ehis &fés has deteriorsied sorimeinle, Tn recent years & laroes
mbaE of children have bean puahed into Laklen mare in warfare 11salf, oven
im sembative roles. Stricter rules Is thia Fleld are medpaiees,

e formulation "all Frasible measnres™ 1o sl anel orems fo | Flegga

that: for ipstarce, so-called waloptary partlcipabion be ohildrer Ip mat
eAtally erohibleed.,  Betkar woold bBas  Proaeabary measiess™,  the jnkent ian of
Eha word =ilirecet™ sould bm inferred o meam B e leidicacE particbuaebea, sish
A% tranaport al weapsnd and wonltlon weabd b a3 lemend fnr mimnrn.

lhawrarnr, tha enecification af che asa |l E moann An Lol pest

recoqnition that minpee of 15, 16 and 17 vmara AF aos chf B opliaksd, This
is & matious ahorteoming, mot lesst sasinst tie hackarmeand A8 Thes =y maan nf
barn of 15 spd 14 im moms coumcrias. Therefare, the mosi relevant ssmect is
nat covared. On the combtrary, the texc Feana a divest accenpiinse af
recrultaent of such youne peosls.

Tha Rad Croas MYoblacals at Leank adideers Bbe prollcm, Thevy sbata e am

gdblltlon | Protecol I; artlole 77, paranranh 200 “kn recraiting amose Thase
BaTRAnD who have sktaimed Eba Bgs af E5 yearm Ik »hn have ant atvaiped the
ane of LB years, the parties to the conflict mhali oeleavoir 1e Aqlue orinrisy
to khops who are oldest.® The idos wan blab amoerd the jsraona btwsnn
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% and I8 affores ahall be cads oo avpld recruitine Lhe yprifioedb, Thia was af
Fepiran A comnermlde Foarfdlaties. Doring tha pesralled Diplemgtie Confareace
Soma this was discusssd thars wvere thoss whn graoe? that Bl dge abeald e 18
= Full mieo, ThHis & the Assent ooalkion,

The drafe srticle 39 tkerefore ranreicnks a4 =matening af tho husasnizazian
juw which in torn also e vnsselinfacbory.

A onesihle anlukion wegld Ba ks omlt sapy soforencn Eo & seead Pl ame,. TA
fane o other artlale rafara to am ame iR Lhat eannec.  Tin Inblication af
slamly mtating that no ghild aneuld bo renraited wondd in reality be an ame
Timlt of 2@ far Mﬂlpmu e thors are alon craambkrles with & seio el GoE
iyownoer) dafimition af “child®. Artiele 1 of the Sralt COnveRtina KAyer
=tecatdiea Lo Uhe presant Comventiom & child §n every aman b=isa 0 (e age
Al 18 years omless, order the law of Kld Stats, b Lo ATTAIRAd Nla 400 nd
eajarliey carlinr.™ This Aravhack, hwovep, meems Tedd neriieka tlan Tl o
fof lmetad i tha nrasant drafk.

Ie hasm Teon arusad ekat thero la 4 diaELnakian LwBsheani Flpe = LLEs ol
miranrant 2, in arclels 280 In velatlam e Peepkd Bitlen Thavs LA a0 felupenos
em "child™, im relakios Em roorulbment T Bhes aemeol Tooand UFa g Bimle 15
|t radachd.  This sould ha Dnterpretnd w4 ssan "hoer Elesial A 1% poxe old ocrald
b wmlintmd ot arey he could nob Ba g leked Fo taks pare 8F FaatdBirbams,
=im 1a leakeal, hot the sroblem im that (hie @ s %o TEns sanin® iy Ees
=etaratesd — Ar At least work = in nractles, 0o ositaerdce s of wap st
sl ilere will T ufed,

Faraarant 3

Thia paroaranh e weakee than intErsat bomal losamitore bar 1499, 1B abmss
net refloee the abealues pechiblElon aqainne abtendn s i Diana JweTod iR
rhilddren,  ALkackm can only DT oande on omibieary abdiodiven, THig o dn faet
ity ol Lhe mat fupdamental priociales Al Lhe Gamireva Domond besis,  Thet
fareulation in article 20 makep thism aseect eolative; 1ie wes af Sall Feazihle
meoandres™ Ea tnle content fs most unforfarate,
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The shartcamlpnes im this Sexe ars serican. 53 Les oehiect area iz af
nupl & fusdssasntal lmeareance. 1t 8 sn@gdasry B ronier The albwmens s on
Ehila wiery malac bafors tha Arafc in alven ks Flinal foare,

It 1% orocosed theat ths cevisod arclele be weivan tha Mol lew | fe
farmalatinn

1. The Kkat=a pafbied A the SEFEEATL CSAVeht]ss wubiderLale ©A PAERRTE 4nd 0
armare resnest (nr mles of iaterastiofal Smasinloarisn Pyw snnljcahle tn
wtam in arwsd coaflicks which Afe feleven? to tbs 2kl

i Arates mart bas to the nreteat Saavankina akall cavsr al? nepspnary
whaAnran Lo amiura Ehat no child eakne noct i Beatllities il =hey =hall
refealn feom paarubblna &my child Enkn thekr arped Favera,
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Im aceardanos with thalr obligeclens under intarnatiomal hosdpitarlan Jaw
to protect the oiviliam pomalaticn in armed eenflicta, Biakes oAbt lés to
this Comvasclon shall taks &1l AecoRsary measuras to andyufs protectlan
and care of childrwd whod ars affected by &n arsed comfllice.

Tt ahould be nated thit ths NXVth Intermational Conferenss of tha Aed
Cross im Ootobews 1786 adopted & casclutlon tha lRolvsankaticn of whnleh
racarsltates & rwcoenlad of tha discussion about srticle 30. The
conference stressed Lt the procection sccorded by the nev Conventlies
ahould be st losst the Sk &8 the ona providad br the existing
intarnations]l humanitarisn law scandards.



