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The meeting was c a l l e d .to order at 3 . 1 5 p.m. 

QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS IN ANY PART OF 
THE WORLD, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO COLONIAL AND OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRIES 
AND TERRITORIES (agenda item 12) (continued)' (E/CN .4/1985/2, 7/Rev.l, 9 and Add.l, 
1 7 - 2 1 , 5 4 , 5 7 , 5 8 , 6 0 ; E/CN.4/1985/NGO/4, 8 , 1 3 - 1 5 , 2 0 , 21., 2 5 , 2 8 , 2 9 , 3 4 , 3 6 , 3 8 , 
4 4 , 5 0 , 5 2 ; E/CN .4/1985/L .12 and L . 3 0 ; A/39/635 and 6 3 6 ) 

Mr. DICHEV (Bulgaria) said he could not f a i l to observe that, since the previous 
session, there had unfortunately been a further increase of tension i n the world, 
accompanied by death, s u f f e r i n g and mass and flagran t v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s . 
Apart from a few encouraging signs, i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and sec u r i t y remained tenuous, 
the r i g h t to l i f e was seriously threatened by the prospect of a nuclear cataclysm and, 
what was worse, cuter зрасе was being transformed i n t o a new b a t t l e f i e l d . 

2 . The most serious and dangerous s i t u a t i o n s had been on the Commission's agenda 
for a number of years: t h e i r causes had been i d e n t i f i e d , a n d ways and means of putting 
an end to the mass and flagran t v i o l a t i o n s .of human right's had been proposed, but 
unfortunately a so l u t i o n had not yet been found. 

3 . It was of course g r a t i f y i n g to note that the majority of- States Members of the 
United Nations and members of the Commission were determined to continue t h e i r 
e f f o r t s to eliminate human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s which as a r u l e could be traced back to 
apartheid, r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , colonialism, neo-colonialism, aggression and threats 
against national sovereignty, the denial of the r i g h t of peoples to .self-determination 
and of the r i g h t of countries to e x e r c i s e , f u l l sovereignty over t h e i r wealth and' 
national resources i n the face of the eagerness of some well-known c i r c l e s to obtain 
concessions through pressure and i l l - c o n c e a l e d i n t i m i d a t i o n . His- delegation could 
only regret the att i t u d e and p o l i c i e s of those responsible f o r that s i t u a t i o n , who 
even posed as the sole and authentic defenders of the cause of human r i g h t s . 

4 . Without wishing to reopen the discussion, i t wished to d i r e c t the Commission's 
attention once more to the mass and flagran t v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n the 
occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , i n South A f r i c a and i n Namibia. Those s i t u a t i o n s were 
de t e r i o r a t i n g s t e a d i l y , while the perpetrators of thore v i o l a t i o n s were re c e i v i n g 
increased economic, p o l i t i c a l ; diplomatic and m i l i t a r y support from i m p e r i a l i s t c i r c l e s 
imager to preserve t h e i r s t r a t e g i c or economic positions in' those regions of the world. 
In f a c t a l l means, ranging from d i r e c t m i l i t a r y involvement and overt intervention;to 
sophisticated diplomatic manoeuvres designed to undermine the constructive e f f o r t s 
deployed within the United Nations, had been used to prevent the settlement of those 
gnave problems, .and..thus..v.Q perpetuate i n j u s t i c e , s u f f e r i n g , the denial of human 
r i g h t s and continue to threaten i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and co-operation. 

5 . Similar s i t u a t i o n s with the same: common denominator were to be found i n other 
parts' of the world/-- -a ease i n point being that of Central America. In E l Salvador,, 
decades of s o c i a l i n e q u a l i t y , brutal répression and e x p l o i t a t i o n of the.Jalvador.ian 
people by a reactionary oligarchy had developed into- a r e a l war, waged by?that oligarchy 
with strong support from abroad, against the en t i r e population. Nearly 5 0 , 0 0 0 people 
had perished merely during the past f i v e years. The s i n i s t e r "death squads" had 
v i r t u a l l y become a part of the i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d system of t e r r o r and repression. 
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As t h e i r a l l i e s s u p p lied them with more and more funds and weapons, l e s s and l e s s 
was s a i d about t h e i r murderous a c t i v i t i e s , 30 powerful was the tendency t o 
d e c r i m i n a l i z e t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s and those of the r e a c t i o n a r y f o r c e s both i n s i d e and 
outside E l Salvador. Attempts were being made t o convince world p u b l i c o p i n i o n t h a t 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the dramatic human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n the country l a y w i t h the 
Salvadorian people. Mis d e l e g a t i o n obviously r e j e c t e d those i n i t i a t i v e s , aimed at 
di s c r a d i f c i n g a h e r o i c people s t r u g g l i n g f o r the e x e r c i s e of i t s most b a s i c human 
r i g h t s , f o r s o c i a l j u s t i c e and progress. The growing involvement of a major 
i m p e r i a l i s t Power i n E l Salvador should be ha l t e d f o r t h w i t h , s i n c e i t was d e t r i m e n t a l 
t o human r i g h t s as w e l l аз t o peace and s t a b i l i t y i n the region as a whole. The 
Commission should concentrate i t s e f f o r t s on exposing the sources of the s i t u a t i o n , 
and adopt an appropriate r e s o l u t i o n f o r which a number of observations appearing i n 
document E/CM.4/1985/18 might provide u s e f u l guidance, 

6. The Commission had been concerned f o r many years with the s e r i o u s human r i g h t s 
s i t u H t i o n i n Guatemala, and f o r the second time had before i t a r e p o r t on the 
subject (E/CN.4/1985/19). Unfortunately, as i n the case of the r e p o r t submitted a t 
the previous session (PJ/CN.4/1984/30), i t needed to be completed and o f t e n c o r r e c t e d 
i n the l i g h t of the abundant in f o r m a t i o n contained i n the re p o r t s of the Human Rights 
Commission of Guatemala, the Guatemalan Committee f o r J u s t i c e and Peace, the 
Guatemalan Committee of r e l a t i v e s of the detained and disappeared, or even the r e p o r t 
of the B r i t i s h Parliamentary Human Rights Group mission t o Guatemala i n October 1984. 
A l l those documents contained i n f o r m a t i o n on the r e a l human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n 
Guatemala: 100,000 people had been k i l l e d and 38 ,000 had disappeared over the l a e t 
30 years; p o l i t i c a l a s s a s s i n a t i o n s had continued i n 1984 at the r a t e of 100 a month 
and disappearances at 40 a week. There too, "death squads" were at work and strong 
e x t e r n a l support f o r the r e a c t i o n a r y m i l i t a r y o l i g a r c h y accounted to a very l a r g e 
extent f o r the perpetuation o f the s i t u a t i o n . A rep o r t i s s u e d by the Representación 
U n i t a r i a de l a Oposición Guatemalteca on 26 October 1984 gave a c l e a r p i c t u r e of what 
had r e c e n t l y been announced i n some quarters as a "democratic opening": the s o - c a l l e d 
" s e c u r i t y and development p l a n " had systematized the p r a c t i c e of massacres, 
e x t r a j u d i c i a l executions and enforced and i n v o l u n t a r y disappearances, c l a n d e s t i n e 
imprisonment and t o r t u r e , which a f f e c t e d a l l s e c t o r s of s o c i e t y . The Representación 
U n i t a r i a report a l s o noted that the plan covered p s y c h o l o g i c a l warfare and m i l i t a r y 
i n t e l l i g e n c e a c t i v i t i e s on which the I s r a e l i Government acted as an a d v i s e r , as w e l l 
as the m i l i t a r y c o n t r o l of the popu l a t i o n through i n t i m i d a t i o n and t e r r o r , searches 
without a warrant, the c r e a t i o n of m i l i t a r y v i l l a g e s known as "development c e n t r e s " , 
e t c . His de l e g a t i o n hoped t h a t the a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n provided would c o n t r i b u t e 
t o the Commission's e f f o r t s to put a atop to the mass and f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s . o f human 
r i g h t s i n Guatemala, i n accordance with i t s mandate. 

7. His de l e g a t i o n a l s o wished to g i v e a c l e a r e r p i c t u r e of the kind of s i t u a t i o n 
that l e d peoples t o defend t h e i r d i g n i t y and s t r i v e f o r s o c i a l j u s t i c e and e q u a l i t y 
even a t the r i s k of becoming v i c t i m s of aggression, as i n the case of the people 
of Grenada. 

8 . B u l g a r i a had always supported the l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t of peoples t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
and was a c c o r d i n g l y of the o p i n i o n t h a t any v i o l a t i o n of th a t paramount r i g h t was 
i n a d m i s s i b l e . I t n a t u r a l l y took the same view w i t h regard to the undeclared war 
against Nicaragua and the constant provocation, a c t s of aggression and slander 
deployed against the people and Government of Nicaragua. One could e a s i l y imagine what 
a h y s t e r i c a l outcry there would be i f any State o f f i c i a l l y proclaimed i t s i n t e n t i o n to 
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"remove" the very .Government which made no secret of i t s aggressive a t t i t u d e towards 
Nicaragua. At the present juncture, h i s delegation wished to r e i t e r a t e i t s firm 
support for the people and Government of Nicaragua and i t s r e j e c t i o n of the p o l i c y 
d i r e c t e d against them. That p o l i c y , characterized by covert and overt subversive 
a c t i v i t i e s , and the financing, t r a i n i n g and encouragement of mercenaries even to 
the point of i s s u i n g them with handbooks on k i l l i n g and terrorism, was none other 
than a p o l i c y of State terrorism. 

9 . The same p o l i c y , pursued with s i m i l a r means, was being applied against 
Afghanistan. The people of that country were the target of an undeclared war, waged 
by counter-revolutionary bands and generously paid mercenaries, and f u e l l e d and 
fanned by the same i m p e r i a l i s t c i r c l e s « which had never been able to accept that a 
people should take i t s destiny i n t o i t s own hands. His delegation had frequently 
had occasion to state i t s p o s i t i o n on the s i t u a t i o n i n Afghanistan; nevertheless, 
i t would l i k e once again to draw the Commission's at t e n t i o n to a number of basic 
elements i n that s i t u a t i o n . F i r s t , a comprehensive p o l i t i c a l , economic and c u l t u r a l 
programme had been launched by the Government to eliminate backwardness, poverty, 
i l l i t e r a c y , disease, e x p l o i t a t i o n , medieval prejudice and s o c i a l i n j u s t i c e , and to 
promote genuine democracy and s o c i a l progress. That programme was already bearing 
f r u i t , despite e f f o r t s deployed from outside to obstruct i t at any c o s t . Second, 
the e f f o r t s i n question sought to restore the old feudal status quo by means of . 
e s c a l a t i o n of tension, armed aggression and sabotage. They were encouraged, financed 
and guided by the i m p e r i a l i s t i c c i r c l e s , which were also responsible for unleashing 
a vast slander campaign against the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan. Third, 
Afghanistan had the legitimate r i g h t , i n conformity with,the Charter of the 
United Nations, to take any measures i t deemed necessary to safeguard i t s s e c u r i t y 
and independence against the continued armed intervention from outside. Fourth, 
the" Government had put forward a number of proposals, c o n s t i t u t i n g a r e a l i s t i c basis 
for the achievement of a just p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n to the problems e x i s t i n g i n the 
region. Those who had chosen to ignore them and to obstruct the e f f o r t s deployed 
by the Secretary-General i n order to achieve such a s o l u t i o n bore a heavy 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f or the continuation of the d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

1 0 . His delegation regretted that document E/CN.4/1985/21 on the " s i t u a t i o n of human 
ri g h t s i n Afghanistan" was calculated to f r u s t r a t e those e f f o r t s . Indeed, the 
p u b l i c a t i o n of extensive extracts from the document i n the press even before i t had 
been submitted to the Commission went to show that the report was not intended to 
a s s i s t the Commission i n i t s task of promoting human r i g h t s . The p o l i t i c a l 
motivation of the campaign against Afghanistan had once again been revealed. As f a r 
as the content was concerned, the document did not take account of the four points 
to which he had just r e f e r r e d , and i t also contained a number of d i s t o r t i o n s and 
biased or even f a l s e a l l e g a t i o n s ; the l a t t e r mignt serve the p o l i t i c a l ends of 
c e r t a i n States, but could only be detrimental to. the work of the Commission. His 
delegation rejected them,-as i t rejected the-unabated attempts to mislead the 
Commission and cause i t to view the s i t u a t i o n i n Afghanistan from a t o t a l l y f a l s e 
and i l l - f o u n d e d perspective. 

1 1 . Mr. EHGO (Cameroon),.referring to the report on summary or a r b i t r a r y executions 
(E/CN.4/1985/17)., noted the d e l i c a t e nature of the Special Rapporteur^ task. He 
received volumes of information, some of i t f u l l of p i t f a l l s . He had to be c a r e f u l 
i n the 'course of h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n s not to be seen- to i n t e r f e r e with matters which 
might pertain -to domestic sovereign j u r i s d i c t i o n , and he should r e s t r i c t h i s a c t i v i t i e s 
to the quest for- information and to drawing attention to the provisions of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on C i v i l and 
P o l i t i c a l Righte. 
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1 2 . . On page 1 3 of the r e p o r t , the S p e c i a l Rapporteur reproduced a communication 
addressed to the M i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s of h i s country, to which no r e p l y 
had been r e c e i v e d . No undesirable conclusions should be drawn from the delay, the 
cause of which might not now be p a r t i c u l a r l y r e l e v a n t . His d e l e g a t i o n would 
communicate to the s e s s i o n the i n f o r m a t i o n sought by the S p e c i a l Rapporteur, i n the 
place of a formal r e p l y by h i s Government. 

1 3 . The S p e c i a l Rapporteur had informed the Government that h i s a t t e n t i o n had been 
drawn to ;'the a l l e g a t i o n of the p o s s i b l e execution of 46 persons who were sentenced 
to death ... i n s e c r e t t r i a l s by m i l i t a r y t r i b u n a l s f o l l o w i n g events reported to • 
have occurred on 6 A p r i l 1 9 8 4 - Three of 'the 46 were a l l e g e d l y sentenced to death 
i n a b s e n t i a " . The communication had a l s o contained an appeal to the Government 
"on a p u r e l y humanitarian b a s i s to ensure that no executions take place 
e s p e c i a l l y i f such executions r e s u l t from a summary t r i a l or any other procedure 
i n which the r i g h t s of the i n d i v i d u a l s are not f u l l y p r o t e c t e d " . From the way the 
communication had been worded, i t had not been easy to determine the nature of the 
information sought. Indeed, i f the S p e c i a l Rapporteur, when i n t r o d u c i n g h i s . 
r e p o r t , had not r e i t e r a t e d the f a c t that a r e p l y was s t i l l not forthcoming from 
Cameroon, the Government would have simply assumed that none was necessary, having 
regard to the p u b l i c pronouncements i t had made since the S p e c i a l Rapporteur had 
dispatched the communication to i t . 

1 4 . On 8 August 1984? "the Cameroon Tribune had published an important o f f i c i a l 
statement i n response to mischievous r e p o r t s of a r b i t r a r y executions, made by some 
sec t i o n s of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l press and echoed with almost boyish enthusiasm by 
Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l . That statement had been reproduced, w i t h commentaries, 
outside Cameroon. On 15 November 1 9 8 4 P r e s i d e n t B i y a of the Republic of Cameroon 
had been i n v i t e d to give an i n t e r n a t i o n a l press conference by j o u r n a l i s t s of the 
"Club de l a presse du t i e r s monde", r e p r e s e n t i n g Radio-France I n t e r n a t i o n a l e , 
French t e l e v i s i o n , Le M o n d e L e F i g a r o , Les Echos and La C r o i x . There again, he 
had s u p p l i e d f u l l d e t a i l s i n c l u d i n g figures., and. they had been w i d e l y published by 
both the domestic and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l news media. Copies of the a r t i c l e s 
immediately a v a i l a b l e to h i s d e l e g a t i o n were at the d i s p o s a l of the members of the 
Commission. 

1 5 . The "events reported to have occurred on б A p r i l 1.984", as mentioned by the 
S p e c i a l Rapporteur, concerned an attempted coup d'état i n v o l v i n g members of the 
Republican Guard and accomplices, and aimed a t s e t t i n g ггр a new régime. The 
c r i m i n a l conspiracy had been f r u s t r a t e d by more d i s c i p l i n e d and l o y a l armed f o r c e s , 
defending the i n t e r n a l s e c u r i t y of the State as w e l l as the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l . 
i n s t i t u t i o n s of the n a t i o n , but not before blood, had been shed i n the course of a. 
h i g h l y traumatic experience. 

1 6 . There was no need to r e t r a c e the sequence of unfortunate events that had 
followed the v o l u n t a r y , peaceful and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l t r a n s f e r of power to Mr. B i y a 
i n November 1 9 8 2 ; a b r i e f account of them had been provided by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n of Human Rights (see c o n f i d e n t i a l r e p o r t t o the 
Commission No. G/S0/215/I CAME of 26 June 1 9 8 4 )• I t s u f f i c e d to note that the 
Republican Guard had been e s t a b l i s h e d by the former P r e s i d e n t , mainly to ensure the 
personal s a f e t y of the holder of the o f f i c e . The remunerations were l i b e r a l and 
l o y a l t y was more to the person, than to the o f f i c e . The attempt to d e s t a b i l i z e : t h e 
State and to overthrow c o n s t i t u t i o n a l a u t h o r i t y had not been spontaneous or sparked 
by i n d i g n a t i o n over a provocative a c t a l l e g e d to have been performed by the Head 
of S t a t e . On the contrary, there were broad underlying m o t i v a t i o n s , borne, of 
intense n o s t a l g i a , p r o p e l l e d by lewd ambition and based on dangerous i l l u s i o n s that 
took l i t t l e account of the r i g h t to l i f e , l i b e r t y and s e c u r i t y of person of the 
r e s t of the Cameroonian people. 
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1 7 . At the aforementioned press conference, P r e s i d e n t B i y a had revealed that 1 , 2 0 5 
persons had originally.Ъееп held f o r ques t i o n i n g ; of that number, only 491 had 
l a t e r Ъееп charged with offences r e l a t i n g to the attempted coup ; ' 2 3 2 had been 
a c q u i t t e d and discharged a f t e r a proper t r i a l ; ' 205 had been sentenced to various 
terms of imprisonment; 51 had been sentenced to death; and one case had had to he 
abandoned f o l l o w i n g the death of the accused. Thus over three quarters of those 
o r i g i n a l l y a r r e s t e d had subsequently been r e l e a s e d f o r want of s u f f i c i e n t evidence.. 

18. . Cameroon was the c h i l d of i n t e r n a t i o n a l planning and the Trusteeship system 
had g r e a t l y i n f l u e n c e d i t s p e r s p e c t i v e of the world, g i v i n g i t an awareness of the 
need f o r i n t e r n a l as w e l l as i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . The preamble to the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n made s p e c i f i c mention of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human R i g h t s . 
The Government had c o n s i s t e n t l y s e t aside the concept of absolute sovereignty, and 
endeavoured to reassure the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, i n c l u d i n g j u r i s t s , the media 
and other i n t e r e s t e d i n s t i t u t i o n s , about i t s respect f o r the r u l e of law. There 
was sep a r a t i o n of powers, and the Executive was not r e q u i r e d to account f o r the 
e v o l u t i o n of l e g a l procedures. 

1 9 . He o u t l i n e d the l e g a l p r o v i s i o n s governing offences a g a i n s t the s e c u r i t y of 
the State and r e l a t e d infringements. Ordinance No. 62/OF/I8 of 12 March 1 9 6 2 had 
been i n s t i t u t e d to deal w i t h the r e p r e s s i o n of subversion f o l l o w i n g c i v i l s t r i f e 
t h at threatened the s e c u r i t y of the S t a t e ; i t had modified the o l d c o l o n i a l r u l e s 
a p p l i c a b l e I t o the French s e c t o r of the Trust._Te.rri.tory. 

2 0 . The Penal Code (Book I of which was promulgated on 12 November 1 9 6 5 and Book I I 
on 1 2 June 1 9 6 7 ) set out general p r i n c i p l e s and norms of c r i m i n a l law, based on the 
B r i t i s h and French <codes_ The f i r s t p a r t of the Code contained p r o v i s i o n s i n 
respect of f e l o n i e s a g a i n s t the e x t e r n a l s e c u r i t y of the State and misdemeanours 
ag a i n s t the i n t e r n a l s e c u r i t y of the S t a t e . . The former category was punishable by 
the death p e n a l t y and -ühe, l a t t e r , a l s o clearly..:.defined, -by. d e t e n t i o n f o r l i f e i f 
the infringement occurred i n peace-time. The Code s t a t e d ; "In time of war or i n 
a s t a t e of emergency or s i e g e , the pe n a l t y s h a l l be death". P r o v o c a t i o n of c i v i l 
war, a l s o . c l e a r l y de f i n e d , ••'•was a l s o punishable by death. 

2 1 . In normal times or i n times of peace, the r e g u l a r courts administered j u s t i c e 
a c cording to the Penal Code. In times of war or s t a t e s of emergency, f e l o n i e s 
and misdemeanours ag a i n s t the s e c u r i t y of the State came w i t h i n the competence of 
a M i l i t a r y Tribunal., under Ordinance No. 72/5 of 26 August 1972 (modified by 
Law No. 74/4 of 1 6 J u l y 1 9 7 4 i n respect of the o r g a n i z a t i o n of the T r i b u n a l ) . 
O r d i n a r i l y , the T r i b u n a l d e a l t w i t h p u r e l y m i l i t a r y i n f r a c t i o n s of the Code of 
M i l i t a r y J u s t i c e ; offences under the Ordinance concerning the r e p r e s s i o n of 
subversion; offences of any nature i n v o l v i n g m i l i t a r y or a s s i m i l a t e d s e r v i c e s , 
committed i n a r e g i o n where a s t a t e of emergency had been de c l a r e d ; offences 
a g a i n s t arms l e g i s l a t i o n ; and offences of any nature committed by m i l i t a r y 
persons,- w i t h or without c i v i l i a n accomplice, w i t h i n a m i l i t a r y establishment or 
i n s e r v i c e . Those offences were o u t l i n e d i n a r t i c l e 5> chapter I I of 
Ordinance No. 72/5» The Cameroon j u d i c i a l system d i d not permit s p e c i a l l y 
created or ad hoc t r i b u n a l s . 

2 2 . On the question 1 of procedure and evidence, the M i l i t a r y T r i b u n a l as a general 
r u l e a p p l i e d the r u l e s that bound the r e g u l a r courts. There was a presumption of 
the innocence of the accused person and the r i g h t to c a l l witnesses. I f the 
accused spoke"neither E n g l i s h nor French, t r a n s l a t i o n of documents and 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n -was provided und.er a r t i c l e 20 of the Ordinance, and he had the 
r i g h t to be represented by counsel. 

http://Trust._Te.rri.tory
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2 3 . An action might be i n i t i a t e d e i t h e r by the Minister of the Armed Forces or by 
order of a juge d ' i n s t r u c t i o n or under a mandamus issued to that e f f e c t by the Court 
of Appeal i n appropriate cases. 

2 4 . Under a r t i c l e 21 of the Ordinance, the proceedings of the Tribunal were o r d i n a r i l y 
p u b l i c . However, the a r t i c l e also prescribed that the President of the Tribunal might 
order t r i a l i n secret where p u b l i c i t y might be dangerous to public order and good 
judgement. In matters in v o l v i n g the security of the State, i t might be necessary ;to 
protect witnesses and to avoid public exposure of c l a s s i f i e d m i l i t a r y or other.State 
information. 

2 5 . On the point raised by the Special Rapporteur concerning t r i a l i n absentia, the 
previously mentioned report by the International Federation of Human Rights explained 
the procedure followed in such circumstances. The procedure was no d i f f e r e n t from 
that applied i n a number of European systems. Irresponsible persons could not be 
allowed to i n f r i n g e the law. I t was common knowledge that c u l p r i t s i n a conspiracy 
i n v o l v i n g serious crimes endeavoured to avoid prosecution. When i r r e f u t a b l e evidence 
was c o l l e c t e d against them, i t would not be consistent with the norms of j u s t i c e and 
f a i r play to expose the names of some and not others in a conspiracy. 

2 6 . Notices of t r i a l were posted at the normal places of residence i n the country. 
The national radio and press also c a r r i e d and announced the summonses to appear i n 
court. In the case i n question, even the i n t e r n a t i o n a l media had p u b l i c i z e d them. 
Protracted and unexplained absence by an accused person from his normal residence or 
country of domicile raised a presumption of d e l i b e r a t e absence to defeat the course of 
j u s t i c e . The t r i a l had taken place long a f t e r 6 A p r i l , even though the c u l p r i t s had 
been caught i n the act and documents o u t l i n i n g t h e i r e v i l designs were a v a i l a b l e . 
Some had not even been t r i e d u n t i l November, because i t was deemed necessary to make 
f u l l e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n c e r t a i n instances. The three persons t r i e d i n absentia had 
had time to return but had f a i l e d to do so. They were s t i l l permitted by law to appear 
and request r e t r i a l . The Code of M i l i t a r y J u s t i c e provided for t h e i r r i g h t to be 
represented. 

2 7 . The aforementioned o f f i c i a l statement of 8 August 1984 constituted a d i r e c t 
response to the mischievous a l l e g a t i o n s of Amnesty International. The present 
Government of Cameroon, which had come to power i n November 1 9 8 2 , had not promulgated 
any new laws regarding State security and subversion. 

2 8 . In an e f f o r t to co-operate with the Commission, his delegation had endeavoured to 
provide as much information as i t considered appropriate i n respect of the 
communication sent to h i s Government by the Special Rapporteur. His country had 
nothing to hide and nothing to be ashamed of in the system i t had chosen f o r the 
administration of j u s t i c e . 

2 9 . His delegation believed that the Commission had not been established as a p o l i t i c a l 
forum, or one for unproductive confrontation and recrimination. Nor was i t a t r i b u n a l 
to which a l l manner- of :unsubstantiated accusations might be brought, and which could 
compel sovereign States to defend t h e i r systems or ideologies. In s e t t i n g up a system 
for monitoring and promoting human r i g h t s , i t had not been the i n t e n t i o n to harass 
Governments, but to encourage them to respect the International B i l l of Human Rights. 
That perspective would enhance the Commission's debates and avoid the condescending 
attitud e shown by some countries for the e f f o r t s being made by others. Most young 
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nations i n the African continent were a r t i f i c i a l extractions, inhabited by people with 
diverse h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e s . In order to survive, they had to infuse a sense of 
national.unity into the geographical e n t i t y to which a name had been assigned. Those 
nations must struggle In a c r u e l world. They must compete with other countries, 
adopting measures and systems'of association a l i e n to them. With comparatively l i t t l e 
experience to go by, they had to impress on a l l the communities within t h e i r borders 
a 3ense of interdependence and sharing of a Common destiny, i f they were to prevent 
greedy outside' i n t e r e s t s that coveted t h e i r natural resources from threatening t h e i r 
s u r v i v a l . 

30. In. the:-f ace of ..such d i f f i c u l t i e s ', young nations should not be exposed to slander, 
which had' the disastrous e f f e c t of scaring away the aid and, f o r e i g n investment they 
c r i t i c a l l y needed to feed t h e i r c i t i z e n s , ensure t h e i r well-being: and give them 
reasonable expectations f o r the future. Unless there was economic and s o c i a l 
v i a b i l i t y , there was no p o s s i b i l i t y of enjoying the r i g h t s enshrined i n the 
International B i l l of Human Rights. 

3 1 . While continuing to endeavour to i d e n t i f y breaches of human r i g h t s , i t was 
important to avoid measures and procedures that encouraged i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and which, 
i n the' long term, might cloud the work of the Commission. ;.Young countries were the 
target of c r i t i c i s m l e v e l l e d by sensation-seeking j o u r n a l i s t s who did not hesitate. 
to present rumours as tru t h , arid opinions as f a c t ; disregarding t h e i r professional 
code of eth i c s , they misled the public that was anxious to hear the t r u t h . The,., 
humanitarian i d e a l s of the nongovernmental organizations - ought to make .them,--immune, t o 
such p r a c t i c e s . Unfortunately, that was not the case, and recently some had allowed, 
themselves to favour sensation at the expense Of tr u t h . In such circumstances, a , 
conscientious 'special rapporteur had a very d i f f i c u l t task. In his desire to,be f u l l y 
informed ,ÜHe:¿>&íás. .overwhelmed by information which then had to be compared with the 
statements by Governments. 

3 2 . His delegation took the view that the c o l l e c t i v e i n t e r e s t s of a l l peoples that 
made up a nation should be considered as paramount. I t was imperative to have a good 
knowledge'of the history and organization of each nation, to know i t s laws and 
c o n s t i t u t i o n -as: well as the workings of i t s i n s t i t u t i o n s , and to avoid making, 
generalizations on the basis of i s o l a t e d cases. I t was e s s e n t i a l to e s t a b l i s h that a 
p a r t i c u l a r act was contrary to the law of the land, rather than contrary to the id e a l s 
of r i g h t and wrong held by foreign i n d i v i d u a l s . Facts must be checked before 
confronting the Government of a country. Like i n d i v i d u a l s , Governments were e n t i t l e d 
to presumption of innocence. The burden of proof must re s t mainly with those who made 
charges. 

3 3 - In future, a l l sources of information should be f u l l y disclosed since the accused 
must know his accuser, i n the i n t e r e s t s of j u s t i c e and the authen t i c i t y of 
a l l e g a t i o n s . Broad generalizations by unknown authors should, be discounted, 
remembering that the humanitàrianism that had launched the International B i l l of Human 
Right's'did not t o l e r a t e imprecision; and capriciousness. It.-, .was . important not : to 
discourage States from co-opsratins; 'with the United Nations in- promoting univ e r s a l 
respect-for human ri g h t s and fundamental f re adoras. • 

3 4 . The r i g h t to l i f e , l i b e r t y and security of person applied to a greater extent to, 
the majority of the c i t i z e n s of a State than to any i n d i v i d u a l who undertook, . 
knowingly and with i n t e n t , to prevent the enjoyment of that r i g h t by the r e s t of the 
community. 
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35 • Mr. FATEH (international Youth and. Student Movement for the United Nations) 
recalled that for more than 35 years ISMUN had been working actively to promote the 
principles and ideals underlying the establishment of the United Nations. One of 
i t s main tasks was education for the promotion and defence of human rights, 
particularly with regard to young people. His organization sought to stress the 
need for each community to comply with respect the international instruments 
relating to human rights adopted by the United Nations. It had therefore learned, 
with dismay that the Iranian Ambassador had stated in the Third Conimittee of the 
General Assembly that his country had no intention of respecting the principles, 
contained i n the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and considered i t s e l f in. 
no way bound .by that instrument, 

3 6 . ISMÜN also worked to promote peace and international understanding so as to 
strengthen the role of the United Nations in settling international conflicts In 
order to save the young generations from war. The Head of State of Iran had stated 
in a French magazine that war must continue u n t i l a l l Iran's enemies i n a l l 
countries of the world had been totall y eliminated. He had thereby shown a 
complete lack of respect for. l i f e , international codes of conduct and a l l instruments 
relating to human rights, 

3 7 . At the .inception of International Youth Year, ISMON wished to state i t s deep 
concern at the situation of the young generation of Iran, a country where 65 per cent 
of the population was under-30 years old. In the past four years, 22 universities 
had been closed, thereby affecting 120,000 students. Although some had reopened, 
only a third of the students had been taken back, due to the examination of 
conscience and opinion that each had once to undergo. As a result, one third of 
those enrolled i n 1984 belonged to the Government security forces. According to 
the Iranian Ministry of Education, 7 . 4 0 0 teachers and research workers had 
resigned and some had l e f t the country. Students' associations in.Iran, including 
ISMON's national a f f i l i a t e , had been compelled to discontinue their a c t i v i t i e s . 

38. The sending of teenagers and children to the front was naturally a matter for 
deep concern. The situation of youth could not be dissociated from that of 
Iranian society as a whole, although students and intellectuals were the main 
targets of the summary executions and countless arrests. Since the'summer of 1981, 
there had been 40 summary, executions and 120,000 prisoners of opinion had Ъееп put 
in j a i l . Each day, over the last four years, 50 prisoners had been executed and. 
100 persons arrested and imprisoned. Some were executed immediately, the verdict 
being announced in a few minutes, with no judicial procedure worthy of the name. 
Out of 10 ,300 victims whose names had appeared in a l i s t recently published Ъу 
the Iranian Mujahidin-i Khalq., 55*8 per cent had been students and academics. The 
others had included many teenagers and pregnant women as well as elderly and sick 
persons. The majority of the victims had died under torture of i n public 
executions i n the street. In the past two years, involuntary disappearances as 
well as secret arrests and executions had become common practice. " Like prisoners 
of opinion, the .victims were subjected to brutal torture prior to their execution. 
The l i s t published by the Iranian Mujahidin-i Khalq had also revealed thé names 
of 1,185 torturers and 5 0 0 secret and o f f i c i a l prisons. 

39» According to ¡witnesses who succeeded i n escaping from Iranian prisons, both the 
physical and the psychological conditions i n them were intolerable. 
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4 0 . Women suffered particularly under the Iranian system, as they were deprived of 
equal educational opportunities and of the exercise of c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l and economic 
rights. Out of 4 0 , 0 0 0 persons executed, 2 0 per cent had been women. 

4L The situation warranted the extension of the Special Representative's mandate 
for a further year and the submission of a report on the human rights situation in 
Iran to the fortieth session of the General. Assembly and to the forty-second session 
of the Commission on Human Rights. ISMÜN would give every assistance and f u l l 
co-operation i n that respect, 

4 2 . Miss PINTAT (Intèr-Parliamentary Union) recalled that the IPU, which was 
currently composed of representatives of 103 national parliaments, had developed a 
confidential complaints procedure which enabled i t to assist parliamentarians who 
were victims of human rights violations. The procedure was applicable irrespective 
of the p o l i t i c a l a f f i l i a t i o n of the individual, the country or the régime concerned. 
Each case was examined confidentially i n accordance with an adversary procédure by a 
committee composed of five parliamentarians elected i n a personal capacity on the 
basj.s of an equitable geographical and p o l i t i c a l distribution. Only when a 
satisfactory settlement was not achieved within a reasonable period of time was a 
case brought to the attention of the Inter-Parliamentary Council, IPU's plenary 
governing organ. 

43. Meiçibers of the Commission would note i n document E/CN.4/1985/NG0/28 the 
encouraging results obtained by the IPU since the previous session. A total of 
I 4 0 individual cases had been•examined i n 23 countries, nine of them i n Africa, 
five in Latin America, seven i n Asia and two i n Europe. About 50 of the cases 
concerned parliamentarians or former parliamentarians held without charge or t r i a l , 
or imprisoned by order of-the- court. To date, 25 were s t i l l being detained, while 
almost half of the others had been released. The document indicated the cases on 
which there had been public resolutions i n 1984 and the number of detainees released.; 
Moreover, the f i r s t act of the new Uruguay Parliament had been to c a l l for the 
release of the remaining parliamentarian i n prison. Reference was also made to 
17 cases of Turkish parliamentarians currently on t r i a l ; three had recently been 
acquitted. Thé results were s t i l l more encouraging i f i t was borne in mind that, 
since January 1977» when the complaints procedure wr.s established, 89.2 per cent 
of the 253 detainees s t i l l alive had been released. However, out of the 274 
parliamentarians detained without charge or t r i a l , or imprisoned under a judicial 
warrant,.». 19 had been executed after summary judgement or died of various causes, 
and two were missing. 

4 4 . It would be presumptuous to claim that a l l the releases were directly due to 
action by the Inter-Parliamentary Union, since the release of a p o l i t i c i a n 
detained for p o l i t i c a l reasons --.'as o f t e n the result of various internal or 
international factors г But i t proved, i f proof was necessary, the usefulness of 
international action and the effectiveness of a procedure applied to a l l caseus 
in the same s p i r i t . 

4 5 . The number of cases submitted to the Inter-Parliamentary Union also demonstrated 
the imperative need to protect parliamentarians, who were the guarantors of the 
human rights of a l l citizens о The Inter-Parliamentary Council was of the .firm 
opinion that protection of the rights of parliamentarians was essential for the 
defence of human rights and fundamental freedoms of their fellow citizens. 
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4 6 . Mr. KNIGHT (Baha'i International Community) regretted that he -was again 
compelled to bring to the attention of the Commission the continuing gross 
violations of the human rights of the Baha'i religious minority i n Iran. . It 
was common knowledge that, ever since the start of the Islamic Revolution, the 
3 0 0 , 0 0 0 followers of the Baha'i f a i t h i n Iran had been the victims of an o f f i c i a l 
campaign of persecution described by many independent observers as "religious 
genocide". The Baha'is of Iran were being imprisoned, tortured and executed, 
denied jobs and education, and deprived of their homes, possessions and means of 
livelihood solely because of their religious beliefs. Their holy places had been 
desecrated and destroyed, their community properties confiscated and their 
financial assets seized by the Government. 

4 7 . The Special Rapporteur on summary or arbitrary executions had intervened i n 
August 1984 on behalf of 32 Baha'i prisoners, but without success5 eight of the 
condemned Baha'is had been summarily executed, as well as a further six whose 
death sentences had not been publicly announced. The most recent execution had 
actually taken place during the current session of the Commission. To. date, a 
total of 140 Baha'is had been summarily executed in Iran, and a further 54 had 
been either murdered or assassinated, or had died mysteriously i n prison, or had 
simply disappeared. 

4 8 . The persecution had been accompanied by a campaign to discredit the Baha'i 
faith and i t s teachings i n the eyes of the international community. At the 
thirty-seventh session of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and 
the Protection of Minorities, the Iranian delegation had•circulated a pamphlet 
accusing the Baha'i'faith of being a subversive p o l i t i c a l organization, actively 
opposed to Islam. It certainly seemed strange that the same material, specifically 
designed to incite intolerance, had been disseminated by Iranian representatives 
at a recent United Nations seminar on the encouragement of understanding, tolerance 
and respect i n matters relating to freedom of religion; or belief. 

49» The Iranian authorities were making strenuous efforts to manufacture "evidence" 
to support the Government's false allegations against the Baha'i community. 
Torture was being used increasingly to force Baha'i prisoners to confess that they 
were spies. Despite appalling torture, often lasting for months, the authorities 
had failed to obtain a satisfactory "confession" and were now exploring new ways 
of forcing Bahaüs to incriminate themselves. As a condition of their release* 
from prison, Baha'i detainees were now being asked to sign a statement identifying 
themselves as members of the "misguided, Zionist, espionage group of Baha'is", which 
they refused to do. 

5 0 . The reason why the Government of Iran was so determined to eliminate the 
Baha'i religious community, thereby risking international condemnation, was partly 
because Iran's fundamentalist religious leaders were unwilling to tolerate the 
existence of any religion that appeared after Islam, and partly because i t would 
not tolerate the principles i n which Baha'is believed and the teachings they 
espoused. The entire campaign of persecution was intended to ensure that those 
teachings did not gain currency among the population at large, since the Baha'i 
faith taught unity and equality, and rejected any philosophy propounding :the 
superiority of one particular race, nation or religion. Baha'is believed i n the 
oneness of the human race and sought to eradicate a l l forms of prejudice based on 
race, class, colour, nationality, sex or religion. • They believed that a l l the 
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major world religions proceeded from the same divine source, that their basic 
principles were i n complete harmony, and that their fundamental purpose, was to 
promote amity and concord. The Baha'i faith had no clergy and taught that i t 
was the right and duty of each individual to investigate truth for himself, 
rather than passively accepting the opinions and beliefs of others. • It upheld 
the principle of equal rights for men and women and advocated universal compulsory 
education. It taught that the dignity and worth of every human being must be 
respeeted, and la i d upon its. followers the duty to promote and protect human 
rights and to contribute i n whatever way they could to the betterment of the -
social and economic condition .of their fellow men.- Baha'is believed i n the 
necessity of the unification of mankind and endorsed the establishment of a world 
federation of nations which would secure justice, peace and prosperity for a l l . 
It was for those principles that the Baha'is were being persecuted. 

5 1 . . The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran had proclaimed to the 
international community i t s contempt for the principles enshrined in the Charter 
of the United Nations and i t s intention of violating, at-will, the provisions 
of the. Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenants on 
Human Rights. The remorseless campaign against the Baha'is was a flagrant 
violation of the letter of those instruments, but i n seeking to discredit.and 
ultimately extinguish the teachings i n which Baha'is believed, the campaign was 
doing something much worse, for i t was violating the s p i r i t of the instruments. 

5 2 . The Baha'i international community wished to express i t s gratitude to the 
Commission on: Human Rights for the steps i t had already taken to try to alleviate 
the condition of the Baha'i minority i n Iran, and for i t s many resolutions on 
the issue. However, the community was not blind to the fact that countless, 
individuals and communities throughout the world were suffering equally serious 
violations of their human rights, and i t was working to break down prejudice, to 
foster co-operation and understanding, to promote the economic and social, 
development of the communities i n which they lived, and to champion the causes 
of human rights and peace. Therefore, the Baha'i international community wished 
to express i t s whole-hearted support for the work of the Commission i n every, area 
and to assure the Commission that i t would continue to make an active contribution 
to those endeavours, 

5 3 . Mr, СОЕ.(Four Directions Council) said that, as the representative of the 
indigenous population of Australia, his organization welcomed the Australian 
Government's coimnitment to spare no effort to support the universal realization 
-of human rights. At the same time, i t was aware of the d i f f i c u l t i e s Australia 
faced i n realizing i t s stated ideals. 

5 4 . Indigenous Australians, the original people of the Australian continent, 
believed that they were entitled to exercise the right qf.self-determination, and 
that the essential f i r s t step towards that goal was the return of a l l their land. 
Fundamental to land rights was the right to control land use, particularly, mining 
ac t i v i t i e s , which -were a source of substantial wealth but were also associated with 
potentially catastrophic environmental consequences far the communities involved. 
Claims to land should also bê based on such considerations as traditional 
association, spiritual links and economic need, and i n addition compensation 
should be paid for cultural .and- t e r r i t o r i a l dispossession. 
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5 5 - In h i s intervention under agenda item 9 , the Australian representative had 
appeared to endorse the view of the indigenous communities that there was a need to 
aff i r m the r i g h t to self-determination for a l l peoples at a l l times. At the 
t h i r d session of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations the previous summer, the 
Australian Minister for Aboriginal A f f a i r s had recognized that the a b o r i g i n a l 
people had been dispossessed of t h e i r land, acknowledged t h e i r p r i o r 
occupation and ownership of A u s t r a l i a . He had also recognized a l l the r i g h t s of the 
indigenous population, as enumerated by the Four Directions Council. Yet Au s t r a l i a 
was now r e t r a c t i n g on the question of the control of mining a c t i v i t i e s on a b o r i g i n a l 
land. A l l major national a b o r i g i n a l organizations had been disappointed by the 
Government's most recent proposals. 

5 6 . I t should not be forgotten that the indigenous people occupied the e n t i r e 
Australian continent u n t i l i t was colonized by Europeans, ito part of the continent 
had ever been ceded or sold; on the contrary, there had bean continuous armed 
resistance. European claims to the t e r r i t o r y were, and continued to be, based on the 
r a c i s t theory of t e r r a n u l l i u s , which had been condemned by the International Court 
of Justice i n i t s advisory opinion on Western Sahara i n 1975» and condemned by the 
Commission on many occasions. Recognition of the r i g h t s of the indigenous population 
to i t g own land was therefore not a matter of generosity, but of j u s t i c e and respect 
for i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. 

57 • The d i f f i c u l t i e s encountered i n giving expression to those basic human r i g h t s 
were diverse i n nature, being related to national economic i n t e r e s t s , i n t e r n a l 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l arrangements, and s t r a t e g i c considerations. To be sure, the vigorous 
implementation of human r i g h t s required a great deal of p o l i t i c a l e f f o r t , and often 
economic concessions, but the cost of j u s t i c e was ho excusé for half-way measures. 

5 8 . There was' a c e r t a i n p a r a l l e l between the d i f f i c u l t i e s the indigenous population 
faced i n r e a l i z i n g i t s r i g h t s i n A u s t r a l i a , and the problems of the people of the 
neighbouring countries i n the South P a c i f i c region. The violence against the people 
of East Timor was appa l l i n g and i t was d i f f i c u l t to reconcile A u s t r a l i a ' s support, 
for the self-determination of the people of"New Caledonia with i t s f a i l u r e to press 
the same issue i n r e l a t i o n to East Timor. The indigenous people of A u s t r a l i a were 
p a r t i c u l a r l y d i s t r e s s e d by t h e i r country's recognition of Indonesian sovereignty 
over the sea-bed surrounding Timor, i n a recent treaty concluded with the Government 
of Indonesia. 

59• In that сазе, too, the problem was one of p r i o r i t i e s . There were s t r a t e g i c 
reasons why A u s t r a l i a would avoid confrontation with Indonesia over human r i g h t s 
issues but the expansionism i n the region, at the expense of the r i g h t s of the 
indigenous peoples of East Timor and neighbouring i s l a n d s , was an extremely serious 
matter that would haunt A u s t r a l i a for a long time. A u s t r a l i a ' s apparent i n d i f f e r e n c e 
to the legitimate claims of the people of West Irian.was another cause f o r concern. 

6 0 . As i n the case of East Timor, the indigenous population had often heard the 
argument that the loss of freedom was j u s t i f i e d by the benefits of economic growth 
and modernization brought by the c o l o n i s t s . Yet experience showed that i t was the 
co l o n i s t s who reaped the benefits of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , and the indigenous population 
that paid f o r i t with t h e i r l i v e s , t h e i r land and t h e i r labour. In any case, 
improving l i v i n g standards was no substitute for the r i g h t to self-determination, 
which now seemed to be accepted, at l e a s t i n p r i n c i p l e . 
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6 1 . For nearly 2Q0 years, the indigenous people of the Australian continent had 
suffered not only violence, but deception. Their representatives would l i k e to 
believe that the Australian Government had the w i l l , the capacity and the i n t e g r i t y 
to negotiate, at long l a s t , .a j u s t . r e c o n c i l i a t i o n with the indigenous Au s t r a l i a n s . 
While there had been some p o s i t i v e i n d i c a t i o n s , the Government's most recent 
r e t r a c t i o n s did not augur.weli for the future. Nevertheless, the indigenous 
people hoped that such an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of recent events was mistaken. 

6 2 . Mrs. FÁRH1 .(International Council of Jewish Women) said that developments i n 
the s i t u a t i o n of Jews i n the Soviet Union had now become a cause for anxiety, ; 

rather than f o r concern. A v i o l e n t campaign had been launched i n that country, 
which although i t was.called a n t i - Z i o n i s t was i n f a c t anti-Jewish. Jews i n the 
USSR were denied the r i g h t of minorities to lead t h e i r l i v e s according to t h e i r own 
c u l t u r e , religion,.and language. For example, the teaching of' Hebrew was punishable 
by several years' imprisonment. She was able to c i t e a number of cases i n that 
respect. 

6 5 . Moshe Abramov, a Hebrew teacher, arrested on 19 December ' I983 and charged with 
"aggravated hooliganism",'had been sentenced on 23 January 1984 to three years i n 
a general régime camp. Yosif Begun, a mathematician, had been arrested for the 
t h i r d time on 6 November 1982 for teaching Hebrew; he was charged with "anti-Soviet 
propaganda and. a g i t a t i o n " , and sentenced on 14 October 1983 to seven years i n a 
prison camp., followed, by five, years' i n t e r n a l exile-. Yuri Edelstein, a professor 
of modern Hebrew i n Moscow, had been arrested on 19 December 1984 and sentenced to 
three years' imprisonment', oh a; trumped-up charge of possession of drugs; a l l h i s 
Hebrew books were confiscated. The casé' of Alexander Kholmyansky, also a 
professor of Hebrew, sentenced to 18 months' imprisonment f o r "hooliganism", was 
one of the four cas.es raised by the Foreign Secretary of the United Kingdom, 
S i r Geoffrey Howe, during a d i s c u s s i o n with'Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev irt London i n 
December 1 9 8 4 . Vera Albert, à teacher, had been arrested on 13 December 1984 
following threats from the KGB, because she gavé'a r e c i t a l ' o f Hebrew songs i n ' 
Kishinev and Odessa. Dan Shapiro, a programmer aged 2 4 , had beert arrested o h 
22 January, 1985 for "slander against the Soviet State"; the p o l i c e confiscated- a 
d i c t i o n a r y , a prayer book,' a Bible and p h y l a c t e r i e s . 

6 4 . A l l that those convicted had done was to teach or use Hebrew. - ; They had been 
denied the r i g h t s set f o r t h i n a r t i c l e 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human ' :•. 
Rights and a r t i c l e 27 of the International Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights. 
In her v i e w , a r t i c l e s 6 and 13 of the International Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l 
and C u l t u r a l Rights and the Declaration on the Elimination of A l l Forms of 
Intolerance and of Discrimination based on Religion and B e l i e f were also applicable 
to those cases. However, reference should above a l l be made to a r t i c l e s 3 4 , 36 
and 52 of the Soviet Constitution which expressly guaranteed the c u l t u r a l , r e l i g i o u s 
and l i n g u i s t i c r i g h t s of a l l c i t i z e n s of the USSR, without d i s t i n c t i o n of race or 
n a t i o n a l i t y . 

6 5 . i n s p i t e of those many instruments, the Soviet Government was seeking to 
deprive the Jewish community of i t s h i s t o r y , i t s r e l i g i o n , i t s language and even 
its'memory. Bibles and Hebrew texts were becoming in c r e a s i n g l y rare i n the 
country, and the wretched s i t u a t i o n of the synagogues was public knowledge. There 
was no'school worthy of the name where Jews could learn about t h e i r h i s t o r y or 
l i t e r a t u r e , even i n a language other than Hebrew. Such f a c i l i t i e s were granted 
to a l l other m i n o r i t i e s , even those that were smaller i n number or more dispersed. 
Yet the contribution of Jewish culture to c i v i l i z a t i o n could not be denied, even 
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within the geographical area of the present-day USSR, any more than i t s contribution 
to the development of human r i g h t s . By taking upon i t s e l f to cut a people o f f 
from i t s culture and roots, the USSR was assuming a fearsome r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
vis-à-vis the future generations. 

6 6 . Mr. DQWEK (Observer f o r Is r a e l ) r e c a l l e d that the world community would be 
celebrating that year the f o r t i e t h anniversary of the v i c t o r y over Nazism, which 
had made hatred of the Jew the centre of i t s ideology. Today, 4 0 years l a t e r , i t 
seemed that anti-Semitism was once again becoming an o f f i c i a l State ideology i n 
some parts of the world. The Syrian Arab Republic and the USSR were taking 
stringent measures against the Jewish m i n o r i t i e s , and indeed endangering t h e i r 
very s u r v i v a l . I t was hardly s u r p r i s i n g that Syria, a country which had hurried 
to give s h e l t e r to prominent Nazis and SS o f f i c e r s , showed no s e n s i t i v i t y towards 
i t s defenceless Jews. But i t vias t o t a l l y beyond understanding that the USSR, a 
country which had been at the for e f r o n t of the struggle against Nazism, could f a l l 
to such abysses of i r r a t i o n a l i t y and callousness. 

6 7 . In the Syrian Arab Republic, the once f l o u r i s h i n g Jewish community had been 
reduced to less than 5 . 0 0 0 people. Jews were not allowed to emigrate, and 
in d i v i d u a l s t r a v e l l i n g abroad had to leave t h e i r f a m i l i e s behind; Jewish g i r l s 
were not permitted to marry outside the country; the Jewish r e l i g i o n was stated 
on i d e n t i t y cards; the r i g h t to work was l i m i t e d ; Jewish schools were 
nationalized; c i v i c r i g h t s of Jews were annulled. Now and again pogroms were 
perpetrated at the i n s t i g a t i o n of the a u t h o r i t i e s . I f they were not rescued i n 
time, the Jews of the Syrian Arab Republic were doomed to a c u l t u r a l and s o c i a l 
death: c u l t u r a l death because there was no more Jewish c u l t u r e , and s o c i a l death 
because Jews could no longer marry for lack of sui t a b l e spouses. He therefore 
appealed to the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic to respect i t s 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l commitment to r e - e s t a b l i s h the c i v i c r i g h t s of the Jews, to grant 
them e f f e c t i v e protection and to permit them to emigrate i f they so wished. 

6 8 . As to the p l i g h t of the 2 m i l l i o n Soviet Jews, he r e c a l l e d the concern 
expressed by the European Parliament i n i t s appeal to the Président of the 
Soviet Union on 11 A p r i l 1 9 8 4 . I t had expressed regret that the number of Jews 
permitted to emigrate had been d r a s t i c a l l y c u r t a i l e d ; c a l l e d on the Soviet 
Government to permit a l l Soviet Jews wishing to leave the country f o r r e u n i f i c a t i o n 
with t h e i r f a m i l i e s to do so without impediment; c a l l e d f o r an end to the 
persecution of those Soviet Jews who had expressed a desire to leave; and 
requested the Soviet Government to allow the Jews of that country f u l l r e l i g i o u s 
and c u l t u r a l freedom. On 7 January.1985, representatives of the Jewish 
communities of Western Europe had addressed a cable to the Ministers for Foreign 
A f f a i r s of the USSR and of the United States of America s t a t i n g that, i n response 
to the repeated appeals of Soviet Jews,, deprived of t h e i r fundamental r i g h t s , they 
expected a s i g n i f i c a n t gesture of appeasement from the USSR. They requested f o r 
t h e i r brethren the free exercise of a l l t h e i r c u l t u r a l and r e l i g i o u s r i g h t s , the 
authorization of family reunion and the return to I s r a e l , t h e i r ancestral home, 
for a l l those who had asked to emigrate. 

6 9 . Whether what was involved was "anti-Zionism" or "anti-Semitism", the Soviet 
a u t h o r i t i e s were creating a climate which might endanger the very physical 
existence of Soviet Jews. At the same time, the USSR was taking the lead i n the 
in t e r n a t i o n a l arena i n propagating hatred and slander against the Jewish people 
and the Jewish State. The Soviet a u t h o r i t i e s had halted Jewish emigration as a 
matter of calculated p o l i c y . While 5 1 , 0 0 0 Jews had l e f t the USSR i n 1 9 7 9 , fewer 
than 9 , 0 0 0 had been allowed to leave i n 1 9 8 4 . Close to 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 Jews were forced 
to remain i n the USSR a f t e r applying to leave. Thousands had received repeated 
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r e f u s a l s ; they were c a l l e d "refuseniks". They were treated as outcasts i n Soviet 
s o c i e t y . As a r u l e , they were dismissed from t h e i r jobs as soon as they applied 
to emigrate. They were then denied work appropriate to t h e i r q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , and 
at the same time threatened with criminal prosecution as "parasites" i f they 
remained unemployed. Their telephones were disconnected; t h e i r correspondence was 
opened; and they were searched, arrested, slandered i n the o f f i c i a l media and even 
p h y s i c a l l y assaulted by hooligans and the p o l i c e - and a l l without the s l i g h t e s t 
p o s s i b i l i t y of l e g a l redress. Meanwhile, s t a t i s t i c s were being produced which 
purported to shew a decline i n the number of Jews wishing to emigrate; yet those 
s t a t i s t i c s ignored the hundreds of thousands of Jews seeking to emigrate to I s r a e l 
who had been prevented even from applying. 

7 0 . Yet Soviet Jews were driven to emigrate by the pervasive o f f i c i a l l y i n s p i r e d 
anti-Semitism i n Soviet society, e s p e c i a l l y i n the matter of u n i v e r s i t y admission 
and employment. The Soviet a u t h o r i t i e s were aware that outright attacks on Jews 
as such were not well viewed i n the post-Nazi era; consequently the attacks 
professed to be directed against "Zionism". A t y p i c a l example was a recently 
published pamphlet e n t i t l e d the "Poison of Zionism" by E. Modrzhinskaya and 
V. Lipsky, which accused the " Z i o n i s t s " of being responsible f o r the d e t e r i o r a t i o n 
i n East-West r e l a t i o n s through t h e i r alleged domination of the Western media and 
the armaments industry. Even the a c t i v i t i e s of the Mafia were a t t r i b u t e d to the 
influence of Zionism. 

7 1 . In s p i t e of those attacks, i t was c l e a r that Jewish a c t i v i s t s had not been 
intimidated. On the contrary, they i d e n t i f i e d even more strongly with I s r a e l . : 
Almost 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 Soviet Jews had requested r e l a t i v e s i n I s r a e l to send them 
i n v i t a t i o n s to r e j o i n t h e i r f a m i l i e s . Many thousands had applied f o r e x i t visas 
and hundreds had requested and been granted I s r a e l i c i t i z e n s h i p . He could name 
nine Jews who had been arrested i n 1984 for str u g g l i n g to secure the r i g h t s of 
Jews, p a r t i c u l a r l y the r i g h t to emigrate to I s r a e l : Alexander Yakir, 
Zakar Zunshain, Alexander Kholmiansky, Yuri E d e l s t e i n , Yaakov Levin, 
Mark Neponniashsky, Nadeghda Fradkova, Yosif Berenshtein and Dan Shapiro. 
Prisoners were being treated with increasing:severity о Rights to par c e l s , 
correspondence and v i s i t s were denied more and more frequently. Families were 
given no information about the health and even whereabouts of prisoners. The 
parents of some of the prisoners had sent a telephone message to the United States 
Secretary of State, Mr. George Schultz, to draw attention to the increased number 
of terms of imprisonment, cruel treatment i n v o l v i n g destruction of health, 
trumped up charges, and persecution d i r e c t e d against those already serving long 
sentences. Several of the prisoners were teachers of Hebrew. The Jewish 
c u l t u r a l a c t i v i s t Y o sif Begun had been convicted i n October 1 9 8 3 , on charges of 
anti - S o v i e t propaganda.' Those measures showed that i t was the i n t e n t i o n of the 
Soviet a u t h o r i t i e s to eliminate the Jewish c u l t u r a l heritage, and i n p a r t i c u l a r 
the Hebrew language, without which Jews could not read the Torah and profess t h e i r 
religion-. 

7 2 . Although eager f or good r e l a t i o n s with a l l countries, and c e r t a i n l y with a 
super-Power such as the Soviet Union, I s r a e l refused to remain s i l e n t about the 
p l i g h t of the 2 m i l l i o n Soviet Jews. I s r a e l therefore c a l l e d on the USSR to 
bring i t s p o l i c y towards Soviet Jewry into conformity with i t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o b l i g a t i o n s and with i t s own law; to end the anomalous status of the Jews as the 
only Soviet ethnic minority forbidden to study i t s own language and enjoy i t s own 
cul t u r e ; to release a l l those unjustly imprisoned; and to allow a l l Jews seeking 
to emigrate to I s r a e l to do-so. 
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73* Mr. KHAN ( A n t i - S l a v e r y S o c i e t y ) s a i d that i f the Commission f a i l e d t o express 
concern about b l a t a n t v i o l a t i o n s of the freedom of conscience and the freedom of 
r e l i g i o n , which were guaranteed by the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human E i g h t s , i t night 
w e l l lose i t s c r e d i b i l i t y . The persecution of the small community of Ahmadi Muslims 
i n P a k i s t a n was a p a r t i c u l a r l y s e r i o u s instance of r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e . On 
2.6 A p r i l 1984» the present m i l i t a r y r u l e r of P a k i s t a n had promulgated an ordinance 
which cut at the very r o o t s of r e l i g i o u s freedom by f o r b i d d i n g Ahmadi. Muslims t o c a l l 
themselves Muslims. The 3 t o 4 m i l l i o n members of that f a i t h i n P a k i s t a n could, no 
longer be c a l l e d t o prayer or designate t h e i r places of worship as mosques. I f they 
posed as Muslims, i n accordance with t h e i r strongest c o n v i c t i o n , they committed an 
offence punishable by three years' imprisonment and a f i n e ; those offences precluded 
the p o s s i b i l i t y of r e l e a s e on b a i l . 

74- No Government was e n t i t l e d t o outlaw the b e l i e f s of one s e c t i o n of i t s c i t i z e n s . 
The ordinance was a gross v i o l a t i o n of b a s i c r i g h t s , and. had no place i n c i v i l i z e d 
s o c i e t y . I f one were to accept that a law could prevent a s e c t i o n of the c i t i z e n s 
of a country from p r a c t i s i n g t h e i r f a i t h and f o r c e them t o adhere to other b e l i e f s , 
the Governments of c o u n t r i e s w i t h a C a t h o l i c m a j o r i t y , f o r i n s t a n c e , could put 
P r o t e s t a n t s i n j a i l , i f they called, themselves C h r i s t i a n s , and v i c e versa. The 
Government of a country with a Protestant m a j o r i t y might f o r c i b l y remove the symbol 
of the cross from C a t h o l i c churches. 

7 5 ' In f a c t , the issue was p o l i t i c a l r a t h e r than r e l i g i o u s . R e l i g i o n was being 
Disused f o r p o l i t i c a l ends i n v i o l a t i o n of the most sacred r i g h t s of the Ahmadi 
community i n P a k i s t a n . I t was not the masses who had f o r c e d the Government t o act 
thus. Indeed, how could they have coerced a m i l i t a r y régime i n any way? I t was the 
m i l i t a r y d i c t a t o r s h i p t h a t had set the scene, g i v i n g the impression that i t was 
responding t o the demands of the p u b l i c . The regime had c a r e f u l l y engineered the 
shameful s i t u a t i o n , i n f u l l knowledge of the m e n t a l i t y of the uneducated masses. 

7 6 . The a u t h o r i t i e s were not going t o stop t h e r e . F u r t h e r demands i n c l u d e d the 
demolition of the minarets of Ahmadi mosques; f o r b i d d i n g Ahmadi Muslims t o face 
Mecca w h i l s t praying; making d i s c r i m i n a t o r y e n t r i e s i n t h e i r passports;' and 
r e q u i r i n g them to adopt a s p e c i a l mode of dress so that they could, be e a s i l y p icked 
out as t a r g e t s of p e r s e c u t i o n . Worse s t i l l , i t had been proposed that Ahmadi Muslims 
'should be declared apostates and stoned t o death. 

77- P u b l i c o p i n i o n d i d not support Government p o l i c y , but a l l forms of o p p o s i t i o n 
wore muzzled. Newspapers, t e l e v i s i o n and other media were c o n t r o l l e d by the 
Government. The recent e l e c t i o n s had revealed the d i s a f f e c t i o n of the people f o r 
the regime; the M i n i s t e r f o r R e l i g i o u s A f f a i r s and Information, who had been the 
a r c h i t e c t of the infamous ordinance, and the M i n i s t e r of Labour had been defeated. 

7 8 . Not content w i t h i n t e r n a l measures, the Government had launched a propaganda 
campaign against Ahmadi Muslims throughout the world. The founder of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement was being defamed i n a shameful manner, while Ahmadi Muslims were 
not allowed t o r e p l y t o the f a l s e accusations, on pain of imprisonment. 

79- The Ahmadi Muslims were not a threat t o P a k i s t a n , t h e i r homeland. They served 
i t i n the f r o n t l i n e . One of P a k i s t a n ' s ambassadors t o the u n i t e d Hâtions was an. 
Ahmadi Muslim. Not a s i n g l o member of the Ahmadi community had ever been charged 
with spying or subversion against P a k i s t a n . Yet they were t r e a t e d a s second* or 
even t h i r d - c l a s s c i t i z e n s ; t h e i r promotion i n the c i v i l s e r v i c e and. armed f o r c e s 
had been blocked; they were being refused, admission t o u n i v e r s i t i e s ; they had to 
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go through a s p e c i a l procedure when ap p l y i n g f o r a passport and, i f they s t a t e d that 
they were Muslim, they were r e q u i r e d to sign a d e c l a r a t i o n that t h e i r founder was an 
impostor. They were not even allowed t o vote unless they abjured t h e i r f a i t h . I t .. 
was a c l e a r ca.se of the worst form of r e l i g i o u s a p a r t h e i d . 

80. Recently, the Government had decided t o f o r c e the Ahmadi community t o remove 
from t h e i r mosques the words of the Kalima, the a r t i c l e of f a i t h shared Ъу 
800 m i l l i o n Muslims. That had been done i n 79 mosques and over 100 Ahmadi Muslims had 
b e e n a r r e s t e d merely f o r d i s p l a y i n g the Kalima. 

81. The ordinance was a, constant t h r e a t t o the Ahmadi community, which was v i r t u a l l y 
under siege - both p h y s i c a l l y and mentally. The Government had gone as f a r as t o 
proc l a i m t h a t , with the promulgation of the ordinance, the problem of Ahmadi Muslims 
had entered the l a s t phase towards i t s f i n a l s o l u t i o n . Those words had an ominously 
f a m i l a r r i n g . Would 4 m i l l i o n Ahmadi Muslims have t o be l i q u i d a t e d before the 
conscience of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community s t i r r e d ? 

82. Mr. BARRAGE (Union of Arab J u r i s t s ) s a i d that the war which had been waged i n 
Lebanon f o r the past 10 years had. deeply marked Lebanese s o c i e t y - t o say nothing of 
the v i c t i m s and d e s t r u c t i o n i t had caused. However, the c r u c i a l t u r n i n g point of the 
war had been the i n v a s i o n and occupation of Lebanon by I s r a e l i f o r c e s . While the 
I s r a e l i occupiers had achieved t h e i r i n i t i a l e s s e n t i a l o b j e c t i v e , namely the 
d e s t r u c t i o n of the PLO i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , they had not succeeded i n t h e i r second, which 
had been t o e s t a b l i s h i n Lebanon a "strong c e n t r a l power" under t h e i r c o n t r o l . That 
wa,s because they had been confronted by an u p r i s i n g of the population i n the south of 
the country, as w e l l as m i l i t a r y operations by the Lebanese P a t r i o t i c Resistance F r o n t , . 
which harassed the occupying f o r c e s . 

83» D i d I s r a e l have other goals i n Lebanon, and more p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the south, than 
those i t proclaimed? According to the t r a d i t i o n a l Z i o n i s t theory, as evolved i n 1949 
and i n 1954? the id e a was t o s p l i t Lebanon up i n t o mini-St a t e s , each d i r e c t l y l i n k e d 
t o I s r a e l s i n f a c t , the Labour P a r t y c u r r e n t l y espoused that theory t o the l e t t e r . 
As I s r a e l was unable t o c a r r y out the p l a n , i t proposed t o remove the po p u l a t i o n from 
the area bordered by the L i t a n i R i v e r , thus producing a major demographic upheaval, 
and t o impose on i t a s p e c i a l s t a t u s s i m i l a r t o that of West Bank. That area was 
v i t a l t o I s r a e l , not f o r a l l e g e d reasons of s e c u r i t y , but because of i t s water resources, 
and i t was a l s o the area where a l l the combing and encirclement operations a f f e c t i n g 
v i l l a g e s were o c c u r r i n g . I s r a e l was c u r r e n t l y c o n t i n u i n g i t s acts of aggression 
against the popu l a t i o n of southern Lebanon, i n v o l v i n g the encirclement of neighbourhoods, 
the d e s t r u c t i o n of dw e l l i n g s and, very r e c e n t l y , the d e s t r u c t i o n of a mosque causing 
15 deaths; and the i m p o s i t i o n of a curfew on the occupied v i l l a g e s and a blockade 
that a f f e c t e d food and f u e l s u p p l i e s . A l l those machinations were d i r e c t e d s o l e l y 
towards overcoming the h e r o i c r e s i s t a n c e of the people of southern Lebanon t o the 
neo-Fascist invader. 

8 4 . To achieve i t s ends, I s r a e l had recourse t o a number of measures, such as the 
occupation of southern Lebanon; Rashaya and the West Bekaa, i n conjunction w i t h 
l a r g e - s c a l e d e s t r u c t i o n , t r a n s f e r of populations, combing operations and. house searches 
f o l l o w e d by massive a r r e s t s of c i v i l i a n s , both men and women. 

8 5 . I t was not the f i r s t time that I s r a e l had f l o u t e d the d e c i s i o n s of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community. . Even before deciding u n i l a t e r a l l y to.withdraw i n stages, i t had refused 
any deployment of U n i t e d Nations f o r c e south of the L i t a n i R i v e r , thus v i o l a t i n g 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n 425 which had envisaged that the deployment of UNIFIL 
would proceed from north to south, as f a r as the L e b a n e s e - I s r a e l i 'border. 
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8 6 . I s r a e l was c i r c u l a t i n g s i n i s t e r rumours about c e r t a i n P a l e s t i n i a n refugee 
camps. In that way i t hoped to i n c i t e i t s agents who had i n f i l t r a t e d the 
Lebanese army and the Kataeb Party to engineer massacres, with the aim on the one 
hand of overcoming the P a l e s t i n i a n s , and on the other of misleading i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p u b l i c o p i n i o n by g i v i n g the impression that the P a l e s t i n i a n s had been safe as long 
as the I s r a e l i forces were present, and that they had been massacred by the Lebanese 
a f t e r those f o r c e s had been withdrawn. But those manoeuvres were being f o i l e d by 
the popular u p r i s i n g i n the south and the h e r o i c operations of the m i l i t a n t s of the 
P a t r i o t i c Resistance Front. As a r e s u l t I s r a e l was c o n t i n u i n g i t s r e p r i s a l s and 
r e p r e s s i o n , spreading t e r r o r and v i o l a t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and the 
Geneva Conventions. Because of the i n c r e a s i n g number of operations mounted by the 
r e s i s t a n c e , the number of p r i s o n e r s i n I s r a e l i c o ncentration camps had r i s e n 
s t e a d i l y to the present t o t a l o f 2 , 3 4 0 . For i t s p a r t , the P a t r i o t i c Resistance 
Front was b r i n g i n g growing pressure to bear, and was c u r r e n t l y mounting about 
two operations a day. Against that background of growing t e n s i o n , I s r a e l ' s d i s r e g a r d 
of a l l the tenets of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law made i t g l a r i n g l y obvious that the humane 
and c i v i l i z e d image that some people t r i e d to a t t r i b u t e to that country was 
completely f a l s e , 

£?. I s r a e l ' s i n v a s i o n of the t e r r i t o r y of a State which was a founder Member of 
the u n i t e d Nations was a v i o l a t i o n of the fundamental p r i n c i p l e of r e f r a i n i n g from 
the use of f o r c e . The conduct of I s r a e l , an a r t i f i c i a l State that had never • 
respected the d e c i s i o n s of the United Nations s i n c e 1 9 4 8 , required the i m p o s i t i o n 
of d i p l o m a t i c and economic s a n c t i o n s , and should even be excluded from the 
United Nations. 

8 8 . By c l a i m i n g that i t s forces were merely s t a t i o n e d i n Lebanon and not occupying 
i . : , , I s r a e l was t r y i n g to avoid a l l sanctions and to evade the i s s u e of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
r u l e s governing the s t a t u s of occupied t e r r i t o r i e s and the treatment of c i v i l i a n 
p opulations, and to j u s t i f y i t s non-observance of S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s . 
The inhuman way i n which the Z i o n i s t occupiers were t r e a t i n g the c i v i l i a n population -
and e s p e c i a l l y Lebanese and P a l e s t i n i a n p r i s o n e r s i n I s r a e l i c o n c e n t r a t i o n camps » 
revealed t h e i r true face. In the camps i n southern Lebanon and the occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s of P a l e s t i n e , p r i s o n e r s were maltreated, denied water, tortured,., and 
even p h y s i c a l l y l i q u i d a t e d by t o r t u r e r s worthy of t h e i r counterparts i n Nazi 
concentration camps. As to the b u l l e t s f i r e d every day. a t the c i v i l i a n population 
by I s r a e l i s o l d i e r s , t h e i r s o l e purpose was to f o r c e the i n h a b i t a n t s to leave the 
area or to accept the f a t e the Z i o n i s t s had i n s t o r e f o r them. 

89» I t was a l s o worth while to mention the orders denying access to c e r t a i n areas 
and other forms of harassment to which p u b l i c f i g u r e s , notably s p i r i t u a l leaders 
and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s were subjected, as w e l l as the repeated attempts by I s r a e l to 
sow d i s s e n s i o n among the population by p l a y i n g on r e l i g i o u s d i f f e r e n c e s : but the 
a l l i a n c e of the various denominations had thwarted the Z i o n i s t p l o t . 

S'O. The I s r a e l i forces were c u r r e n t l y h o l d i n g the e i g h t bodies of heroes of the 
P a t r i o t i c Resistance Front, i n v i o l a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. Several cases of 
t u b e r c u l o s i s had been reported i n the camps, as a r e s u l t of the use of gas and 
b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l weapons. C o l l e c t i v e punishments were being imposed i n the camps 
i n order to demoralize the p r i s o n e r s . 
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9 1 . Those were the d i r e c t consequences of the Z i o n i s t occupation. But i t s i n d i r e c t 
e f f e c t s on the r e s t of the country were e q u a l l y apparent: f o l l o w i n g the death of 
B a s h i r Gemayel, many crimes had been committed, i n c l u d i n g the b r u t a l occupation of 
West B e i r u t by the I s r a e l i f o r c e s , massacres i n the Sabra and C h a t i l a areas c a r r i e d 
out by the Kataeb Party and i t s m i l i t a r y arm, the Lebanese Armed Forces. Towards the 
end of 1 9 8 2 , hundreds of people had been abducted by Phalange elements and were now 
reported missing. It was important to note that the massacres and abductions had 
taken place i n the presence of the I s r a e l i f o r c e s , thereby engaging t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y under the f o u r t h Geneva Convention of 1949- That did not, however, 
absolve the Kataeb Party which at the time had c a r r i e d out mass and i l l e g a l a r b i t r a r y 
arrests among the c i v i l i a n population of West B e i r u t at the time. Evidence of the 
i l l e g a l nature of what ought.in f a c t to be termed kidnappings was provided by the f a c t 
that the M i l i t a r y Prosecutor had signed blank warrants, which the o f f i c e r s f i l l e d i n 
a f t e r making a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t s . Some of the a c t i v i s t s a r r e s t e d by the Lebanese Army 
had simply been charged with a t t a c k i n g the I s r a e l i f o r c e s . Following the combing, 
encirclement and a r r e s t operations. 13 p r i s o n e r s died under t o r t u r e i n Yarzeh. 
C u r r e n t l y , 5ЗО people ware being held i n b u i l d i n g s a d j o i n i n g the Roumiyeh p r i s o n , 
under the s u p e r v i s i o n of o f f i c e r s of the Lebanese Army. 

9 2 . Numerous examples could be given, a t t e s t i n g to the f a c t that there was no longer 
any form of democratic l i f e i n Lebanon. The freedom of the press and freedom of 
b e l i e f and expression were being f l o a t e d by over 150 a n t i c o n s t i t u c i o n a l decree-laws 
whose only purpose was to maintain the p r i v i l e g e s of the Gemayel f a m i l y and i t s party. 
For the f i r s t t i n e i n Lebanese p o l i t i c a l l i f e , the army had been used to destroy towns 
and ..villages, and heavy a r t i l l e r y bad been deployed with the support of American and 
French f i g h t e r , planes - to say nothing of the American b a t t l e s h i p New Jersey which was 
i n the area;; the c o s t of the arms and munitions had been borne by the Lebanese people. 
The unspeakable i n t r i g u e s of the Lebanese regime would have been impossible without the 
I s r a e l i occupation, which c o n s t i t u t e d the main t h r e a t to the u n i t y , i n t e g r i t y and 
independence of Lebanon. 

9 3 - The l i b e r a t i o n of the country thus met the twofold need of p r e s e r v i n g i t s 
i n t e g r i t y and independence, and ensuring that democracy p r e v a i l e d . The Union of Arab 
J u r i s t s c a l l e d f o r the u n c o n d i t i o n a l withdrawal of the I s r a e l i f o r c e s i n order to 
e s t a b l i s h i n Lebanon a democratic, Arab State that was p r o g r e s s i v e , s e c u l a r and 
non-aligned. 

9 4 . Mrs. PARKER (Disabled People's I n t e r n a t i o n a l ) r e c a l l e d that by r e s o l u t i o n 1984/31 
¿he Commission had authorized the Sub-Commission'on Prevention of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and 
P r o t e c t i o n of M i n o r i t i e s to appoint a Special'Rapporteur f o r human r i g h t s and 
u s a b i l i t i e s , She noted with great s a t i s f a c t i o n that the Sub-Commission had nominated 
a S p e c i a l Rapporteur who would present a d r a f t r e p o r t t o ' i t s t h i r t y - e i g h t h session as 
w e l l as a f i n a l r e p o r t to ''the forty-second session of the Commission. She a n t i c i p a t e d 
t h a t the report would be a . h i s t o r i c document i n the long s t r u g g l e of d i s a b l e d people 
GO achieve f u l l human rights'. 

95» Her o r g a n i s a t i o n _had p r e v i o u s l y drawn the a t t e n t i o n of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community 
of the r e l a t i o n s h i p 'between human'rights v i o l a t i o n s and the incidence of d i s a b i l i t y . 
She would l i k e to comment on a number of s i t u a t i o n s of extreme urgency. 

9 6 . The famine i n A f r i c a was one such s i t u a t i o n , At the present time, m a l n u t r i t i o n 
was one of the major causes of temporary and permanent d i s a b i l i t y . Conservative 
estimates i n d i c a t e d that 25 per cent of the s u r v i v o r s of the famine i n A f r i c a would be 
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permanently d i s a b l e d . That was p a r t i c u l a r l y true of children-. An e n t i r e generation 
of A f r i c a ' s peoples would conta i n an unusually high number of d i s a b l e d ' persons'. I t 
was -true, that famine stemmed from n a t u r a l causes and d i d riot I n i t s e l f c o n s t i t u t e ' a 
hümanrights v i o l a t i o n . Yet A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s had f o r s e v e r a l years, drawn the 
a t t e n t i o n of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to that serious problem, but the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community had not responded with a major e f f o r t u n t i l the autumn of 1984- Her 
o r g a n i z a t i o n reminded the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community of i t s o b l i g a t i o n s under the Charter 
of the United Nations and the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Rights to assume 
c o l l e c t i v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n such s i t u a t i o n s . F a i l u r e to act c o n s t i t u t e d a v i o l a t i o n 
of human r i g h t s . - . 

9 7 . Her" o r g a n i z a t i o n urged WHO to submit to the S p e c i a l Rapporteur i t s assessment of" 
the long-term needs of famine-disabled people. I t exhorted the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community 
to meet i t s o b l i g a t i o n s not only regarding short-term but a l s o long-term care and 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of v i c t i m s i n conformity w i t h the World Programme of Act ion... .concerning 
Disabled Persons.. 

98..- Grave breaches, of the Geneva Conventions, were taki n g place i n the world'. Although 
war always produced i n j u r i e s , l a r g e numbers of permanent d i s a b i l i t i e s were being 
caused by i l l e g a l m i l i t a r y operations., mistreatment of p r i s o n e r s of war, r e f u s a l to-
t r e a t the. wounded, and i n t e r f e r e n c e with the flow o f humanitarian r e l i e f . The 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee of the Red Cross had been obliged to suspend i t s operations i n 
the I s l a m i c Republic of Iran because of the g r a v i t y of v i o l a t i o n s i n that country. 
The DPI and other i m p a r t i a l humanitarian o r g a n i z a t i o n s had protested against 
v i o l a t i o n s i n northern and southern A f r i c a , C e n t r a l America and s e v e r a l Asian c o u n t r i e s . 
The i n t e r n a t i o n a l Community should be aware of i t s i n d i v i d u a l and c o l l e c t i v e 
o b l i g a t i o n s under the Geneva. Conventions of 1 9 4 9 -to ensure respect f o r humanitarian 
law i n a l l circumstances. I t was not enough to make an o c c a s i o n a l d e s u l t o r y gesture: 
what was needed was-active and sustained c o l l e c t i v e i n t e r v e n t i o n . The 
S p e c i a l Rapporteur should pay p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n to t h a t requirement, and the 
Commission should r e f l e c t i t : i n . a'-resolution. 

9 9 - There - was a r e l a t i o n s h i p between apartheid and d i s a b i l i t y . There was the 
example of a f o r e i g n group v i s i t i n g South A f r i c a that had been involved i n a t r a f f i c 
a c c i d e n t . The black member of the group had been denied medical care and as a r e s u l t 
would be permanently, q u a d r i p l e g i c . Her o r g a n i z a t i o n deplored the f a c t that what was 
an everyday occurrence f o r the m a j o r i t y of the population of South A f r i c a only 
received n o t o r i e t y when a-'foreigner was i n v o l v e d . Most of the :South A f r i c a n ' p o p u l a t i o n 
was s y s t e m a t i c a l l y • d e n i e d -medical s e r v i c e s that could prevent d i s a b i l i t i e s . 
Furthermore, once d i s a b l e d , black South A f r i c a n s received l i t t l e i f any-of t h e i r f a i r 
share of r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and h e a l t h S e r v i c e s . The Sub-Commission had i n f a c t asked the 
S p e c i a l Rapporteur to r e p o r t on the s u b j e c t . The Commission should -énáure that the 
S p e c i a l Rapporteur was given evey p o s s i b l e f a c i l i t y f o r the purpose. 

100. The tragedy at Bhopal had h i g h l i g h t e d the need f o r e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
standards f o r i n d u s t r i a l s a f e t y . The IL0 and other United Nations agencies should 
submit, t h e i r views to the S p e c i a l Rapporteur on the present s t a t u s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
i n d u s t r i a l standards as w e l l as problem areas i n . t h e i r development. The 
S p e c i a l Rapporteur should i n d i c a t e which Governments had adhered to V o c a t i o n a l 
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n - (Disabled)--Recommendations 99 and" l 6 8'of the ÍL0. ' A l l States should 
r a t i f y IL.0 Convention .159 on the same subject as soon as p o s s i b l e ; 

.101. Several States had reported that t h e i r n a t i o n a l c o n s t i t u t i o n s contained p r o v i s i o n s 
f o r the p r o t e c t i o n of d i s a b l e d persons. Her o r g a n i z a t i o n urged those Governments to 
submit t h e i r views to the S p e c i a l Rapporteur on how the r i g h t s of d i s a b l e d persons 
could be e f f e c t i v e l y promoted and protected by c o n s t i t u t i o n a l guarantees. Organizations 
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of disabled persons i n those countries should state how they invoked c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
guarantees to protect t h e i r r i g h t s . I t should be noted that the World Programme of 
Action required a l l Governments to promote the formation of organizations of disabled 
persons and to a s s i s t them i n t h e i r e f f o r t s . Her organization was monitoring those 
a c t i v i t i e s c l o s e l y , and i t urged a l l Governments to ensure that the organizations 
were given meaningful assistance to enable them to submit t h e i r views to the 
Special Rapporteur. 

1 0 2 . In conclusion, the Disabled Peoples' International urged United Nations bodies, 
Governments and non-governmental organizations that had not already done so to 
submit t h e i r views to the Special Rapporteur. I t asked that due attention should be 
given to the issues set out i n documents E/CN.4/1984/NGO/3O and 44 as well as i n 
Commission r e s o l u t i o n 1 9 8 4 / 3 1 , and i n Sub-Commission r e s o l u t i o n 1 9 8 4 / 2 0 . 

Ю З . Mr. MacDERMOT (International Commission of J u r i s t s ) said that he wished to 
comment on the s i t u a t i o n i n S r i Lanka, where ethnic c o n f l i c t had escalated i n recent 
months. Between August and December 1 9 8 4 , violence had increased and, as was often 
the case, c i v i l i a n s i n no way connected with the violence were the p r i n c i p l e victims. 

1 0 4 . After the previous session of the Commission, i t had been hoped 1 that the 
A l l Party Conference convened by the President of S r i Lanka would f i n d a s o l u t i o n to 
the ethnic c o n f l i c t ; however, the c r u c i a l question was that of the powers the 
Central Government was prepared to delegate to the p r o v i n c i a l a u t h o r i t i e s of the 
f i v e predominantly Tamil d i s t r i c t s i n the north of S r i Lanka, so as to given them a 
f a i r measure of self-government without destroying the unity of the State. 

105,. Towards the end of 1 9 8 4 , bhe President had made proposals to create: 25 d i s t r i c t 
c ouncils with broader powers than the former development c o u n c i l s ; p r o v i n c i a l 
councils i f two or more d i s t r i c t councils i n a given province surrendered c e r t a i n of 
t h e i r powers to them (the p r o v i n c i a l c ouncils would have only such powers as the 
d i s t r i c t councils agreed to surrender); a 75-member Council of State which would have 
5 0 members representing the d i s t r i c t c o uncils, l 8 appointed from communities 
inadequately represented i n the d i s t r i c t councils and 7 appointed by the President, 
and which would have an advisory r o l e . 

1 0 6 . In the opinion of the ICJ, those proposals offered l i t t l e i n the way of s e l f -
government for the Tamils. I t was well known that l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s were always 
reluctant to surrender any of t h e i r power. Hence, the l i k e l i h o o d of any p r o v i n c i a l 
c ouncils being introduced was remote and, even i f they were, they would c e r t a i n l y have 
few r e a l powers. The d i s t r i c t c o uncils would deal with minor matters of l o c a l • 
i n t e r e s t and have no decision-making powers of the kind to be associated with 
p r o v i n c i a l a u t h o r i t i e s . Moreover, the l e g i s l a t o r y powers of the d i s t r i c t councils 
would be subject to veto by the President, as would be those of the p r o v i n c i a l councils. 
As f o r the Council of State, i t was well known that bodies that were of a purely 
advisory nature merely reinforced the c e n t r a l power. 

107* The President's proposals had been rejected by the Tamil United Liberation Front, 
which considered that they i n no way- constituted a true plan for autonomy, i . e . one 
whereby the regional body would be empowered to enact laws and exercise some' 
executive powers. As the Government was not prepared to contemplate s e t t i n g up a 
regional structure, f o r instance on the l i n e s of the cantonal system i n Switzerland 
for the predominantly Tamil area, i t had withdrawn i t s proposals and the A l l Party 
Conference ended without f i n d i n g a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n . 
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1 0 8 . While the Conference was s t i l l i n progress, a concerted attack has been mounted 
by Tamil extremists, probably with the inten t i o n of sabotaging the t a l k s : i t had 
included attacks on p o l i c e s t a t i o n s and on Sinhalese c i v i l i a n population. The 
Government, to i t s c r e d i t , had immediately taken steps to prevent a backlash by the 
Sinhalese c i v i l i a n population, comparable to that which had occurred i n August 1 9 8 3 . 
Unfortunately the measures had not been applied to the Sinhalese s e c u r i t y forces 
which on many occasions had committed acts of violence against Tamils. In one 
incident over 1 0 0 Tamil c i v i l i a n s had been k i l l e d i n the Mannar d i s t r i c t i n r e p r i s a l 
for the death of a s o l d i e r i n a land-mine explosion. In other incidents, s o l d i e r s 
had opened f i r e a r b i t r a r i l y on groups of people selected at random among the 
c i v i l i a n population. There had also been cases of indiscriminate destruction of 
goods and property. 

1 0 9 . The International Commission of J u r i s t s had received photocopies of 108 a f f i d a v i t s 
deposited with j u s t i c e s of the peace by r e l a t i v e s of Tamils k i l l e d or injured by the 
secu r i t y forces i n 74 incidents between August and December 1 9 8 4 . 

1 1 0 . I t was important that the Government of S r i Lanka should inquire i n t o a l l 
a r b i t r a r y actions perpetrated by the security forces and prosecute the offenders. It 
was true that the Government was handicapped i n doing so by the unwillingness of 
the Tamils to complain or t e s t i f y , apparently because they feared f o r t h e i r l i v e s . 
That i l l u s t r a t e d how excessive countermeasures against terrorism were placing the 
law-abiding members of the Tamil community i n an impossible s i t u a t i o n and playing 
i n t o the hands of the extremists. D i f f i c u l t as i t s task might be, the Government 
had to restore d i s c i p l i n e i n i t s security forces. That was the only way to regain 
the confidence of the Tamils and to f i n d a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n . 

1 1 1 . The Tamils were s u f f e r i n g many other hardships, p a r t i c u l a r l y as a r e s u l t of 
the creation of a prohibited zone and a sec u r i t y zone under the recent emergency 
regulations. Nearly 8 0 , 0 0 0 people had been evacuated from the prohibited zone, which 
covered the e n t i r e coast of the Northern Province; the f i s h i n g industry i n that 
area, which had provided a l i v i n g f o r about 2 0 , 0 0 0 f a m i l i e s , had come to a complete 
s t a n d s t i l l as a r e s u l t . In the security zone, which covered two whole d i s t r i c t s , 
economic and s o c i a l l i f e had been t o t a l l y disrupted and shortages of food and other 
e s s e n t i a l s had been reported. 

1 1 2 . The International Commission of J u r i s t s requested the Commission to r e t a i n the 
question of the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n S r i Lanka on i t s agenda, and to monitor 
the developments. 

И З . The summary record of the second part of the meeting i s contained in 
document E/CN. 4/1935'/SR. 4 6 / A d c l . 1 




