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Note by the Secretary-General

At its thirty-seventh session, the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities had before it %he report of the mission undertaken by
Mr. Marc Bossuyt, an expert of the Sub-Commission, in response to an invitation by
the Government of Mauritania to stucy the situation prevailing in that country with
regard to slavery and the slave trade with a view to agscessing the country's needs
in its struggle to end such practices.

The report of the expert (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1984/23) is available to the members of
the Commission.

By resolution 1984/28 adopted on 30 August 1984 the Sub-Commission decided
inter alia to request the expert to present his report to the Commission on
Fuman Rights at its forty-Tirst session.

In the course of organizing the work of its forty-first session, at its
2nd meeting, the Commission decided, on the recommendation of the Burcau, that the
presentation should be done in writing. In conformity with that dCClSlon the expert
‘of the Sub-Commission, Mr. Marc Bossuyt, has transmitted the attached written :
presentation of his report.
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Written presentation to the Commission on Human Rights
of the report on the mission undertaken to Mauritanis
by Mr. Marc Bossuyt, membar of the United Nations
Sub~Commigsion on Prevenbion of Discrimination and |
' Protection of Minorikbies :

xS

First of all, a hrwms review of the backaround of the mission

{a} Statement by the representative of the #Anti-Slavery Society before the
Suv-Commission’s Working Group on Slavery in August 1981, followed by an invitation
from the Government of Mauritanis to the Sub-Commission te send a mission to
Mauritania

{(b) Acceptance of this invitebtion by the Sub-Commission in Sepiember 1981, by
the Commission in Mareh 1982 and by the Eeonomic and Social Council in May 19‘9°

{c) Designation of Mohawed Mudawi and myself by the Chairman of the
Suh-Commission in Septesber 1932 '

{d} Misszion initially planmed for March 1583, postponed abt the request of the
Government of -Mauritania, and Finally undertaken from 1% to 22 January 1984.

As Mr. Mudawi was unable to hake pert, I barﬂled out the mission accompanied
by officials from the United Nations Office ab leneve, asg wvell as by
t
al

Mr. Peter DRavies, Director of the Anti-Slavery Society, on the invitation of the
Government of Mauritania. The mission was recelivad by the Head of State,
Lieutenant~-Colonel Mohamed Khourna Ould Haidalla, by the Prime Minilster,

ar

Colonel Maouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya - who became Head of State in December 1984 -
and by seversal othe members of fthe Government and of the Military Commities feor
National Salvation (CMSN). The mission was able te meeb with remional authorities
and several other official personalities, as well as several private 1ndlvzﬁaals?
including freedmen {harateens} particularly concerned with theradvancement of
ex—slaves. - s IR T Lo

Besides the cspiﬁal, Nouakehott, the mission also went to Boghé, Boutilimit,
Nouadnibou and Rosso. Following the mission, in a communiqué published in
Nouakchott on 22 January 1964 (see annex VI) I expressed my satisfaction at the
facilities made available te the mission and my sincere thanks for the warm walcoms
and valuable co~operation enjoyed by the misslon during its stay in Mauritania.

In my report (E/CN.4/8ub.2/1984/23) I have pointed out First of all that the
mission was not entrusted with carrying out a judicial investigation or z scientific
study, bubt was essentially one of information and congultation for the purpose of
acquainbing itself with the situation in Mauritania following the abolition of
slavery proclaimed by the Military Committee for Mational Salvation (CMSH)} on
5 Juiy 1980 (see annex V) and to determine what sid Mauritania might nesd from
the international community in oprdar LO surmount the consequences of slavery
{para. 20},

By way of preliminary ocbsservations, I pointed oul that slavery, in the fora
in which it was »ractised in Mauritania, usually took the form of servituds which,
as such, was contrary to human dignity. but wag not atbtended by inhuman trsatment

{para. 28}. In my opinion, the essence of the notion of slavery is the pariicular
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legal status of dependency upon another person, and the legal status of slavery must
not be confused with inferior social status (para. 30). Thus, the Proclamation of 1980
and the order abolishing slavery, which implied at the time recognition of the Tact
that a certain form of slavery existed in Mauritania, are of particular importance

(paras. 32-34).

.1 expressed the beliel that T was able to gather enough information and hear
a sufficient range of views to be able to assert that slavery as an institution
protected by law has been genuinely abolished in Mauritania (para. 38). However,
and this has not been denied by the highest Mauritanian aduthorities, it cannot be
ruled out that, in certain remote corners of the country over which the administration
has little control, situations of de Tacto slavery may still persist {para. 39). In
order to eradicate these situations, the authorities have affirmed that complementary
measures are required, such as the implementation of the 1983 land reform
(cf. paras. 65-69) and other measures to change attitudes and mentalities.

Among these other measures, I examined above all the respective roles of the
Ministry of the Interior (paras. 42-45), the Ministry of Justice (paras. 46-48),
the Ministry of Information (paras. 52=53) and the Ministry of- Education (paras. 62-64).
With regard to development assistance, I have addressed a pressing appeal to States,
both jointly and individually, to provide effec¢tive and generous assistance to the
Government of Mauritania in its struggle to eliminate the consequences of slavery -
(para. 84). ' - : .

I also wish to draw the attention of the Commission to the annexes which are
attached to the report in order to give a better understanding of the real situation
in Mauritania:

Annex I, prepared by the secretariat at my request, stresses
inter alia the seriousness of the drought;

Annexes II and III reproduce the viewpoint of the Government of
Mauritania as stated before the Sub-Commission in 1983 and in reply
to the questionnaire sent to the Government in 1983;

Annex VII reproduces the viewpoint of the freedmen (harateens)
particularly concerned with the advancement of ex-slaves.

I will conclude this presentation with the following remarks:

(1) The legal abolition of slavery in Mauritania is a fact, and an important
fact;

(2) The Government of Mauritania recognizes the nsed for complementary
measures and is implementing them;

(3) The Government of Mauritania should be encouraged to pursue and
intensify its efforts, and an appeal should be addressed to the
international community to provide assistance to the Government of
Mauritania in its struggle to eliminate the conseguences of slavery.

It remains for me to renew my thanks:

(1) To the Government of Mauritania, which should be congratulated
for its courageous attitude of exemplary co-operation with the
United Nations in this sphere;
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(2), . To the membbrs of thc ‘United Nations Socretarlat in Geneva and to
-Mr. Peter Dav1os of Lhc AntlﬁSlavery Soclbty, who facilitated my missidn
Aein Maurltqnla,.f“w

(3) To the Sub-Commission, which entrusted this mission to me; and
“(4)3 To the Commission, which kindly invited me'tQ[submit this written report.

I am surc that the representatives of the GOVLanen ‘of Mauritania, the
United Nations Centre for Human nghts and the Anti- Slavery Society, who will all:
be present in Geneva when this réport is dlscusoed will be able to reply to most -
of the observations made in th° Commission on Human Rights. I shall read the
relevant summary records with the greatest interest.

g,
I hope that this mis s;on’will prove of benefit for thé‘éxuslavesf for the
Government of Mauritania and for the Unlbed Nations. The manner in which it has
been received in the, Sub Commission ~,both by the Government of Maurltanla
(E/CN.4/Sub,. /1984/SR %30, paras. 48_54) and the Anti-Slavery Society |
(E/CN,4/Sub 2/1984/SR 30, paras. 60«67) as well as by my colleaglies of the
Sub«;omm1851on (cf. E/CN 471985 /3, para. 358) who adopted resolutioh~1984/28 by
congensus - is encouraging in this respect. For my' part, I consider that the
success of this mission will depend essentially on the follow~up to the
Pecomm§ndations made at the end of the report.

Antwerp, 11 February 1985
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